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Monday, June 9, 2025

9:30 a.m.

Construction, use, and maintenance of
a new public charter school with a
maximum enrollment of 564 students
(grades 6-12) in the R1-1-RIO Zone.

Project Located at:

16600-16602 West Vanowen Street
and 16601 West Archwood Street

Hearing Conducted by:

Hearing Officer
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This public hearing will be conducted entirely virtually and
will allow for remote public comment.

Options to Participate:

By phone: (669) 900 - 9128 or (213) 338 - 8477
When prompted, enter the Meeting ID: 814 2899 5088 #

With a PC, MAC, iPad, iPhone, or Android, click on this URL:
https://planning-lacity-org.zoom.us/j/81428995088
Enter Meeting ID: 814 2899 5088 and Passcode: 656272

You will be auto-muted when entering the meeting. To comment on an
agenda item, click the raise hand icon (Webinar) or press *9 (Phone)
to “raise your hand” virtually following staff calling the item.

The meeting’s agenda will be provided no later than 72 hours
before the meeting at planning4la.org/hearings. Please note that
virtual meeting instructions will be provided on the meeting agenda.
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Project Address
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Proposed Project
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16600-16002 West Vanowen Street & 16601 West Archwood Street

The proposed project is the construction, use and maintenance of a new
two-story, 33 feet in height, 56,366 square foot public charter school with a
maximum enrollment of 564 students (grades 6-12) on two vacant, adjoining
lots totaling approximately 108,938 square feet (2.5 aces). As proposed, the
project includes 27 classrooms, administrative office space, a 1,753 square foot
Multipurpose Room (MPR), 16,738 square foot gymnasium, and a 14,363
square foot play yard area. The applicant is proposing to provide 91 automaobile
parking spaces, 111 bicycle parking spaces (108 short-term and 3 long-term),
400 square feet of loading space, 25,253 square feet of landscaping, and 47,473
square feet of hardscape. The project proposes to retain an eight foot concrete
wall along the south and west property lines, install an eight foot wrought iron
fence along the north and east property lines (except for two eight foot vehicle
gates at the ingress/egress points), and construct an eight foot pedestrian gate
at the northwester portion of the property. One 16 foot hight net is proposed
along the northeastern property line to shield any oncoming traffic form play
area activity The proposed project would include the removal of 20 mature,
significant trees and no grading. The project proposes a total of 39 replacement
trees (including 23 parking lot shade trees).
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Actions Requested
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On behalf of the City Planning Commission, the Hearing Officer will consider:

1. Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15074(b), the whole of the administrative record, including the
Mitigated Negative Declaration, No. ENV-2024-575-MND("Mitigated Negative Declaration"), and all
comments received.

2. Pursuant to Chapter 1, Los Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC) Section 12.24 U.24, and pursuant to
Chapter 1A, Section 13B.2.3, a Class 3 Conditional Use Permit (CUP) to allow the construction, use, and
maintenance of a new public charter school (grades 6-12) with a maximum enrollment of 564 students
in the R1-1-RIO zone and a deviation to allow a maximum building height of 33 feet in lieu of 28 feet
otherwise allowed pursuant to LAMC 12.21.1.

3. Pursuant to Chapter 1, Los Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC) Section 12.24 X.7, and pursuant to
Chapter 1A, Section 13B.2.1, a Class 1 Conditional Use Permit (CUP) to allow the construction, use and
maintenance of an eight-foot-high fence within the front, side, and rear yard setbacks in lieu of the
otherwise permitted six feet.

4. Pursuant to Chapter 1, Los Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC) Section 12.28, and pursuant to Chapter

1A, Section 13B.5.2, an Adjustment for relief from Chapter 1, LAMC Section 12.21 C.1(g) which requires
that every required front, side and rear yard shall be open and unobstructed from the ground to the sky
to allow a sports net with a maximum height of 16 feet within the required front and side yard setbacks.

5. Pursuant to Chapter 1, Los Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC) Section 12.27, and pursuant to Chapter
1A, Section 13B.5.3, a Variance to allow a Floor Area Ratio (FAR) of 51%, calculated as Residential Floor
Area, instead of 45% otherwise permitted. This calculation considered that any structure with a ceiling
height of 14 feet or higher will have it's floor area counted twice.

6.Pursuant to Chapter 1, Los Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC) Section 12.37, a Waiver of Dedication to
deviate from a three foot dedication along Vanowen Street to allow a 30 foot wide half right-of-way in lieu
of the otherwise required 33 feet.

7. Pursuant to Chapter 1, Los Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC) Section 16.05, and pursuant to Chapter
1A, Section 13B.2.4, a Project Review for a development project which creates results in an increase of
50,000 gross square feet or more of non-residential floor area.

Case Information
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Case Number(s):
CPC-2024-574-CU3-ZV-PR-F-WDI

Environmental Case Number(s):
ENV-2024-575-MND

Related Case Number(s):

Overlays(s):
NA

NA
Zone:
R1-1-RIO

Community Plan Area:
Land Use Designation: y

Low Residential Reseda - West Van Nuys

Council District:
6 - Padilla

Assigned Staff Contact Information:

Courtney Yellen, Planning Assistant
Applicant: courtney.yellen@lacity.org
Alfredo Rubalcava (818) 374-5059

6262 Van Nuys Boulevard, Room 430

Representative: Van Nuys, CA 91401

Veronica Becerra

Who's Receiving This Notice
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Sino ang Tumatanggap ng Paunawang Ito * Unyu dwunigwaghpp unnwgnn Ynndp

You are receiving this notice either because you live on or own property that is on a site within 500 feet of
where a project application has been filed with the Department of City Planning, are the Certified
Neighborhood Council for the subject property, or because you requested to be added to the interested
parties list, or you are otherwise legally required to receive this notice. You are invited to attend this hearing
to learn more about the proposed project and offer feedback. If unable to attend, you may contact the
planner to provide written comment, obtain additional information, and/or review the project file.

General Information - Visit our website at planning4la.org/hearings for general information about public
hearings and the exhaustion of administrative remedies.

Accommodations - As a covered entity under Title Il of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los
Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability.

To request a reasonable accommodation, such as translation or interpretation, please email and/or call
the assigned planner or email per.planning@lacity.org a minimum of 3 days (72 hours) prior to the public
hearing. Be sure to identify the language you need English to be translated into and indicate if the request
is for oral interpretation or written translation services. If translation of a written document is requested,
please include the document to be translated as an attachment to your email.
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