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SUMMARY 
 
The 1923 Welfer Residence was designed by architect Adolf Frederick Leicht in the Spanish 
Colonial Revival style. A.F. Leicht designed as many as twelve single-family homes in the 1920s 
in Los Feliz and also contributed to the design of the Angelus Temple and several other 
buildings for evangelist Aimiee Semple McPhearson.  
 
The two-story single-family residence has an irregular shaped plan and a distinctive irregular 
roof line. The roof is a mix of flat and gabled portions and includes a parapet.  A rectangular 
smooth stucco chimney is located near the center of the building.  Located on an upward 
sloping street, the main elevation consists of multiple bays and an octagonal turret that encloses 
the interior stair.  The off-center main entrance is recessed and topped by an arched hood roof 
covered in clay tile.  A double-height conical tower bisects the façade and is topped by a 
pyramidal roof also covered in clay tile.  Sheathed in smooth stucco, the exterior features a 
decorative coat of arms crest above the entrance.  Windows are multi-paned fixed, casement, 
and double-hung with many having arched openings.  Interior features include coved ceilings, 
arched openings, Batchelder tile fireplace and foyer, wrought-iron light fixtures, magnesite 
staircase, and hardwood floors.  Similar to the variation on the exterior of the house, the interior 
spaces vary in shape with some rooms being octagonal and others rectangular. A two-car 
garage is located at the rear of the property.     
 
Recent restoration work on the property includes replacement of incompatible living room 
windows with divided wood casement windows and replacement of additional incompatible 
windows on the rear façade. An alteration that remains are the parapet caps that did not exist 
originally. 
 
The subject application requests a reconsideration of a property that was once denied HCM 
status. A new application for a previously-declined site may not be placed on the Cultural 
Heritage Commission (CHC) agenda unless a Commission committee report determined that 
one or both of the following events have occurred: 
 

1. Substantial new historic information has been documented which makes the latest 
application materially different from the previous one, or 
 

2. Subsequent architectural rehabilitation which meets the U.S. Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for Rehabilitation has been completed. 

 
The Welfer Residence was taken under consideration for Historic-Cultural Monument status on 
September 19, 2013 and was denied final approval on November 21, 2013. The vote was split 
2-1, with two members in support of the nomination and one opposed based on the extent of 
alterations. Without a majority vote, the application was denied.  
 
The new application for this previously denied property provides substantial new information on 
the architect A.F. Leicht and the properties he designed in Los Angeles. Also, in the two years 
since the application was denied, the property owner has replaced incompatible windows with 
period appropriate windows and has restored most of the fenestration on the house. Due to this 
new information, a subcommittee of the CHC, consisting of Commissioners Barron and 
Milofsky, reviewed the application and conducted a site inspection to review the restoration 
work. The subcommittee and recommended that the Commission schedule the application for a 
reconsideration hearing. 
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CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that 
the application is complete and that the property is significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 



C.lTY OF LOS ANGELES 

Office of Historic Resources/Cultural Heritage Commission 

NOMINATION FORM 

1. PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 

Proposed Monument Name: Welter Residence 

Other Associated Names: 

street Address: 4784 Cromwell Avenue Los Angeles 

Range of Addresses on Property: 

Assessor Parcel Number: 5588 016 027 

Identification cont'd: 

Proposed Monument 
Property Type: • Building 

Tract:3733 

Structure 

First Owner!Tenant 

Zip:90027 Council District: 4 

Community Name: Los Feliz 

Block: 

Object Site/Open Space 

Lot: 28 

Natural 
Feature 

Describe any additional resources located on the property to be included in the nomination, here: 

2. CONSTRUCTION HISTORY & CURRENT STATUS 

Year built: 1923 e Factual Estimated Threatened? Select 

Architect/Designer: A.F. Leicht Contractor: A.F. Leicht 

Original Use: Single Family Residence Present Use: Single Family Residence 

Is the Proposed Monument on its Original Site? e Yes No (explain in section 7) Unknown (explain in section 7) 

3. STYLE & MATERIALS 

Architectural Style: Select from menu or type style directly into box Stories: Plan Shape: Select 

FEATURE PRIMARY SECONDARY 

CONSTRUCTION Type: Wood 

CLADDING Material: Stucco, smooth 

Type: Gable 
ROOF 

Material: Clay tile, rounded 

Type: Casement 
WINDOWS 

Material: Wood Material: Select 

ENTRY Style: Off-center Style: Select 

DOOR Type: Plank Type: Select 



CITY OF LOS ANGELES 

Office of Historic Resources/Cultural Heritage Commission 

NOMINATION FORM 

4. ALTERATION HISTORY 

List date and write a brief description of any major alterations or additions. This section may also be completed on a separate document. 
Include copies of permits in the nomination packet. Make sure to list any major alterations for which there are nopermits, as well. 

1927 

1960's 

1960's 

2007 

2014 

2015 

,Maid's bedroom and bathroom added. 

i Tile root removed and replaced with composition. 

Several rear casement windows replaced with jalousie louvers. 

/Original tile root replaced using original plans and historic photos. 

;Original type casement windows installed in dining room. 

:Original type casement windows ordered tor living room. 

5. EXISTING HISTORIC RESOURCE IDENTIFICATION (if known) 

Listed in the National Register of Historic Places 

Listed in the California Register of Historical Resources 

Formally determined eligible for the National and/or California Registers 

Located in an Historic Preservation Overlay Zone {HPOZ) 

Determined eligible for national, state, or local landmark 
status by an historic resources survey(s) 

Other historical or cultural resource designations: 

6. APPLICABLE HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT CRITERIA 

Contributing feature 

Non-contributing feature 

Survey Name(s): 

The proposed monument exemplifies the following Cultural Heritage Ordinance Criteria (Section 22.171.7): 

Reflects the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, state, or community 

Is identified with historic personages or with important events in the main currents of national, state, or local history 

Embodies the distinguising characteristics of an architectural-type specimen, inherently valuable for study of 
a period, style, or method of construction 

A notable work of a master builder, designer, or architect whose individual genius influenced his or her age 



CITY OF LOS Af\JGELES 

Office of Historic Resources/Cu!turai Heritage Commission 

NOMINATION FORM 

7. WRIITEN STATEMENTS 

This section allows you to discuss at length the significance of the proposed monument and why it should be 
designated on Historic-Cultural Monument. Type your response on separate documents and ottech them to this 
form. 

A. Proposed Monument Description - Describe the proposed monument's physical characteristics and 
relationship to its surrounding environment. Expand on sections 2 and 3 with a more detailed descrip
tion of the site. Expand on section 4 and discuss the construction/alteration history in detail if that is 
necessary to explain the proposed monument's current form. Identify and describe any character
defining elements, structures, interior spaces, or landscape features. 

B. Statement of Significance - Address the proposed monument's historic, cultural, and/or architec
tural significance by discussing how it satisfies the HCM criteria you selected in Section 6. You must 
support your argument with substantial evidence and analysis. The Statement of Significance is your 
main argument for designation so it is important to substantiate any claims you make with supporting 
documentation and research. 

8. CONTACT INFORMATION 

Applicant 

Name: Rich Magram Company: 

Street Address: 4784 Cromwell Avenue City: Los Angeles 

Zip:90027 Phone Number: 310-850-6875 Email: Richmagram@gmail.com 

Property Owner Is the owner in support of the nomination? • Yes No 

Name: Rich Magram 

State: CA 

Unknown 

StreetAddress: 4784 Cromwell Avenue City: Los Angeles . State:cA 

Zip: 90027 Phone Number: 310-850-6875 Email: Richmagram@gmail.com 

Nomination Preparer/ Applicant's Representative 

Name: Rich Magram Company: 

Street Address: 4784 Cromwell Avenue City: Los Angeles State: CA 

Zip: 90027 Phone Number: 310-850-6875 Email: Richmagram@gmail.com 



CTY OF LOS ANGELES 

Office of Historic Resources/Cultural Heritage Commission 

NOMINATION FORM 

9. SUBMITTAL 

When you have completed preparing your nomination, compile all materials in the order specified below. Although the entire 
packet must not exceed 100 pages, you may send additional material on a CD or flash drive. 

APPLICATION CHECKLIST 

1. -./ Nomination Form 5. -./ Copies of Primary/Secondary Documentation 

2. -./ Written Statements A and B 6. -./ Copies of Building Permits for Major Alterations 
(include first construction permits) 

3. -./ Bibliography 
7. -./ Additional, Contemporary Photos 

4. -./ Two Primary Photos of Exterior/Main Facade 
(BxlO, the main photo of the proposed monument. Also 
email a digitial copy of the main photo to: 
planning.ohr@lacity.org) 

8. 

9. 

-./ Historical Photos 

Zimas Parcel Report for all Nominated Parcels 
(including map) 

10. RELEASE 

Please read each statement and check the corresponding boxes to indicate that you agree with the statement, then sign below in the 
provided space. Either the applicant or preparer may sign. 

Name: 

I acknowledge that all documents submitted will become public records under the California Public Records Act, and understand 
that the documents will be made available upon request to members of the public for inspection and copying. 

I acknowledge that all photographs and images submitted as part of this application will become the property of the City of Los 
Angeles, and understand that permission is granted for use of the photographs and images by the City without any expectation 

' of compensation. 

I acknowledge that I have the right to submit or have obtained the appropriate permission to submit all information contained 
in this application. 

Date: 

Mail your Historic-Cultural Monument Submittal to the Office of Historic Resources. 

Office of Historic Resources 

Department of City Planning 

200 N. Spring Street, Room 620 

Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Phone:213-978-1200 
Website: preservation.lacity.org 



     We have attached the article on A.F. Leicht in Los Feliz as it appeared in this 
Fall's Los Feliz Observer.  It is a just slightly edited version of the essay on Leicht 
in the Application we submitted to your office on May 1st, 2015.  The editors of 
the Observer found this article to be extremely important, and revelatory of new 
information on A.F. Leicht.  The editors were in fact planning to do their own story 
about Leicht when we contacted them for information on the architect.  We 
believe that this essay absolutely provides substantial new information about the 
architect, including the fact that he designed nearly two dozen homes in Los Feliz 
and elsewhere in Los Angeles between 1922 and 1929.  It additionally reveals 
that he designed a church which is still standing in Boyle Heights, and other 
commercial projects in the city.  A.F. Leicht was unquestionably one of the key 
residential architects in Hollywood during the 1920's and our essay provides 
ample and new evidence of that fact.  Leicht also remains one of the least 
researched architects of the period.  There is ever-growing interest in Leicht as 
established by the fact that his homes are consistently being specifically sought-
out acquired by celebrities and others.   
  
      We should submit the application based on the fact that substantial new and 
different information has come to light about A.F.Leicht based upon our research, 
since the submission of our original application.  
     We would note additionally that substantial work has been done on the Welfer 
house since the original hearing which we lost by one vote!  A full quorum was 
not present at the time of the hearing.  The one dissenting vote was cast by a 
committee member who objected to some of the rear windows of the house not 
being original.  Since then we have replaced the dining room windows and the 
living room windows of the house with original style wooden windows following 
the original blueprints of the house which we have. 

     The new Application which we submitted on 5/1/15 was intended to be and is 
titled an "Amendment to Historic-Cultural Monument Application, Welfer 
Residence," the original of which was prepared and submitted by Charlie 
Fisher. Our intention is that the two Applications be submitted as one application, 
joining the previous early biographical material prepared by Charlie Fisher with 
all of the new research brought to light about Mr. Leicht in the Hollywood chapter 
of his career.  



Welf er Residence 
Architectural Description 

This two story Spanish Colonial Revival residence has an asymmetrical smooth 
stucco clad design with a rectangular hipped roof within a parapet at the East side 
of the structure and an octagonal tower along the front facade, as well as a second 
octagonal tower toward the rear. The remainder of the roof is flat with a Mission 
style parapet that is capped with clay tile along the front facade. The hipped roof 
and towers are topped with conical ribbed clay tile roofs, while the flat portions, at 
two levels, are covered with rolled composition. A stucco chimney with three 
horizontal ribs acting as stabilizers bolted to the house (a later change) is sat to the 
right of the rear tower. 

The windows are wood casement, some topped with Palladian arches are located 
throughout the facade in asymmetrical arrays. (The rear windows had been 
converted to aluminum or jalousie (louvers), but the current owner has begun the 
process of converting those windows back to the original design, as per the original 
plans, which are extant.) There are three narrow two-story vertical windows set in 
the center of the plains of the front tower. 

The front entry, which is located to the right of the front tower and flanked by the 
angular living room wing on its right, has a tile covered eyebrow roof over the 
multi paneled arched front door, which is flanked by two small vertical single light 
windows, all over a single step tile porch. A coat of arms style crest is located 
midway up the wall above the front porch. 

secondary buildings consist of A Mission style two-car garage at the rear of the 
property. 

Significant interior spaces include full coved ceiling in living room with a wrought 
iron lighting fixture at the top of the cove. A Batchelder fireplace in the living 
room and a octagonal Batchelder tiled entry foyer with arched openings, featuring 
a carved arched wooden gate to the dining room section and a semi-circular 
staircase to the second floor. Hardwood floors throughout. A second circular 
brick fireplace is located on the second floor.. 



Welf er Residence 
4784 Cromwell Avenue 
Significance Statement 

The Welfer Residence was built in 1923 in the Spanish Colonial Revival 
architectural style, which was important to the development of Los Angeles 
because it was one of a handful of indigenous styles that found their beginning in 
Los Angeles. The style evolved from the earlier Mission Revival that had its roots 
in the original 21 late 18th and early 19th Missions that were built in California. 
However, there were other early Spanish Colonial buildings in the Southwestern 
United States that served as patterns for the design. The style came in many 
manifestations, many heavily influenced by the Mediterranean Revival that also 
made its mark immediately after the First World War. The romance of Hollywood 
also had an impact on these Iberian designs. The Welfer Residence also has a 
strong Mission Revival influence with its parapets and tiled roof drainage system. 
The structure has a unique shape, designed by an architect whose career started in 
Queens New York in the mid 1880s. Leicht's work in New York and New Jersey 
is frequently cited in architectural books on the late 19th and early 20th Century 

periods with his later California work cited for its unique quality of design .. 
Leicht's own home was located at 462 N. Vermont and in later years he used it as 
his office as well. The house was removed by the construction of the Hollywood 
Freeway in the late 1940s. Leicht is frequently credited with the design of Aimee 
Semple McPhearson's Angelus Temple in Echo Park. However permit records 
show that it was designed by the architect William H. Wheeler. Leicht may have 
had a hand in its original construction and he definitely did work on it later, 
designing a school addition for the building as well as several other un-built 
additions. He also designed several "Gospel Lighthouses" for Mc Phearson. 
However a dispute over payment for his work on a mansion that he designed for 
Mc Phearson caused Leicht to take the evangelist to Court to capture his fee. He 
suddenly abandoned the fight and had his case dismissed with prejudice in 1929. 
No explanation has been found for Leicht' s dropping his suit. An original 
rendering believed to be of the proposed mansion has been found and the design is 
very similar to, but more elaborate than the Welfer Residence. He remained in Los 
Angeles for at least a year, and then returned to West Orange, New Jersey, where 
he passed away on July 31, 1933 at the age of 70. Little has been found on 
William W. Welfer, the owner-builder of the house or his wife, Fame. Their 



daughter, Vantia, is listed city directories as a clerk. They had one son, Harry, who 

is listed in the 1922 City Directory as an "assistant motion picture director". The 
elder Welfer was born in 1861 in Pennsylvania and worked as a grocer before the 
family moved to Los Angeles, where he was a farmer in 1910. By the time he built 
the house on Cromwell, he was retired. Both their son and daughter were still 
living with their parents in 1930. By then, both were listed as clerks. William 
Welfer passed away in 1932 and Fame died on June 22, 1942. Harry and Vantia 
sold the house to Albert J. and Muriel Desmond in 1949. Desmond was an 
engineer and was the one who braced the chimney in order to prevent it from 

falling in an earthquake. Although it is during the Desmond period that the rear 
window change outs occurred, it is unknown if they were before or after Albert's 
2003 death, although the aluminum design indicates the 60s, 70s or 80s. The 
Desmond's daughter, Kathleen, sold the property to its current owner in 2006. The 
unique design of the Welfer residence, coupled with the design being by the 
architect, A. F. Leicht of bi-coastal fame. The Welfer Residence was included in 

the Los Feliz Historic Resources Survey in 2001. The Welfer Residence had 
previously been nominated for Historic Cultural Monument status in 2013, but was 
declined with a 2 to 1 vote in favor of designation when one commissioner 
dissented due to the rear window changes. The current owner retained Revival 

Arts Restoration and Kevin Kuzma has begun the process of restoring the original 
window designs to the house, utilizing the architect's original plans to replicate the 
missing casement windows. 



A. F. Leicht, Architect 
(1862-1933) 

By Charles J Fisher 

Hailing from New Haven, Connecticut, Adolphus Frederick Leicht was born 
on December 29, 1862 the first of four sons to Frederick and Alvinia Leicht. 
His Prussian-born Father was a carpenter. He and his Mother had originally 
immigrated to New York, where the first of his two older sisters was born. 
The family returned to the Empire State and settled in Flushing, in the 
Queens Borough in the late 1860s. 

Young Adolph, as he was known, eventually began his architectural career 
in Queens in the 1880s. On October 15, 1889, Leicht married 19 year old 
New Yorker, Katherine A. Knapp, in Manhattan. 

By the end of the 19th Century, the Leichts were living in Plainfield, New 
Jersey. Leicht was working commissions in several states, doing mostly 
domestic architecture. His work during this period is noteworthy as he 
began designing tall Neo-Classical homes that capture the essence of the 
early modem designs that were emanating from the Midwestern United 
States, with unusual styling that frequently gave each structure distinctive 
lines that sometimes would push the styling envelope of the day. 

His 1902 design for the stone Gothic "Elmhurst Baptist Church", in Queens, 
uses a large single-story castle-like turret design at the front of the structure, 
topped with a crenulated parapet as would be found in a Medieval castle. 
These large round towers of varying heights were a hallmark of most of 
Leight's designs. 

As a result, Leicht' s designs maintain a freshness that make them popular 
with upscale buyers to the present day. He frequently would incorporate 
modem versions of Victorian turrets and other attributes into the massing of 
the residence. 

For some reason during or immediately following World War I, Leicht opted 
to leave his wife and move to California. In 1920 he appears in Sacramento 
living with a Lillian Leicht, but no record has been found of either a divorce 
from his first wife or a subsequent marriage. Curiously, in the 1930 census, 



he listed himself as "single", while his wife, Katherine, living at her sister
in-laws house in New Jersey, listed herself as a "widow". 

Lieght settled in Los Angeles and set up his architectural office in suite 1006 
at 402 S. Spring Street, in 1922. In August of that year, the Southwest 
Builder and Contractor announced his design for the 11th Church of 
Christian Science on Girado Street, in East Los Angeles. 

By 1925, he was doing work for the evangelist, Aimie Semple McPhearson, 
designing a school and auditorium unit at the Angelus Temple. Leight did 
other work for McPhearson, including the design for several "Gospel 
Lighthouses" at various locations. Eventually he designed a lavish mansion 
to be built at the site of McPhearson' s home. A dispute erupted over his 
payment and he eventually sued for compensation. After several 
preliminary hearings, Leicht dropped his suit. 

Leicht is frequently credited with the original design of Angelus Temple, 
itself, but permits show that was done by William H. Wheeler, in 1922, 
about the time that Leicht first arrived in Los Angeles. How much 
influence, if any, Leicht may have had in the final built design is unknown. 

All during this period, Leicht was designing large homes in various styles 
throughout California, including several in the exclusive Bay Area city of 
Hillsboro. He also designed a home for himself at 462 N. Vermont and 
moved his office there in 1925. His own home was removed two decades 
later to make way for the Hollywood Freeway. 

Most of Leicht's California designs were in the Spanish Colonial Revival 
style, yet they continued to show the innovative use of eclecticism that was 
the hallmark of his earlier East Coast work. One of his more spectacular 
woks in the 1928 Ralph Lee house in Hillsboro, which is often referred to as 
"the House without comers", due to his liberal use of large turrets in the 
design. The house includes a sunken living room and a full ballroom. 

Other attributes of the 17-room home, known today as "Casalee" are a 
hidden room behind bookshelves, a large circular staircase and a two-story 
leaded glass window. The Moorish-Mediterranean eclectic structure also 
includes Gothic and Medieval elements, yet its complete lack of comers in 
the design is a distinctly Modernist touch that give the home its eclectic feel. 
In many ways there is a culmination of his entire career in this one structure, 



where Leicht draws from the different periods of his own designs to create a 
truly unique structure. 

Some of these elements are found on a smaller scale in the William W. 
Welfer Residence, which was built in 1923 in the Los Feliz section of Los 
Angeles. The home incorporates two towers, both topped with conical 
Spanish clay tile roofs. The Spanish Colonial Revival structure displays 
both Mission Revival and Medieval elements, while still projecting a very 
modem appeal in its layout. 

In the early 1930s, Leicht left Los Angeles and returned to his wife in East 
Orange, New Jersey, where he passed away on July 31, 1933, at the age of 
70. 

In spite of the quirks of his personal life, or maybe partly because of them, 
Leicht has left a unique architectural legacy that continues to intrigue 
students and homeowners alike. 

© 2008, by Charles J. Fisher 



A. F. Leicht in Los Angeles, A Man Apart 

by Rich Magram 

A.F. "Frederick" Leicht resided in Los Angeles for several years, designing at least 16 
homes in the Los Feliz area of the city alone. On New Hampshire Boulevard there are 
no fewer than three large Leicht houses built in a row. There are three Leicht houses 
built on Cromwell Avenue, one of them being my own, the Welter residence, the subject 
property herein. Most of these houses were built between 1922 and 1925. These are 
the houses known to have been designed by Leicht in Los Feliz: 

4784 Cromwell Avenue (1923) William W. Welter residence 
1918 N. Edgemont Street (1922) 
2252 N. Cheswick Lane (1923) 
4778 Cromwell Avenue (1922) 
2218 N. New Hampshire Avenue (1923) 
2226 N. New Hampshire Avenue (1923) Estelle Gilcher (fashion designer) residence 
2232 N. New Hampshire Avenue (1923) D.R. Branham residence 
2251 N. Cheswick Lane (1924) Russell G. Parker (oil company executive) residence 
2630 N. Glendower Avenue (1924) 
2240 N. Hillhurst Avenue (1924) 
4171 Cromwell Avenue (1925) Hopperstead house 
4601 W. Dundee Drive (1925) 
2219 N. New Hampshire Avenue (1925) 
4151 W. Dundee Drive (1928) W.J. Elliot residence 
2238-2240 N. Ben Lomond Drive (1929) Bruce Waring house 
2338 Chiselhurst Drive (1924) 

Leicht was one of the most active architects in Los Feliz in the 1920s. (Don 
Seligman personal communication.) The large and distinctive home that he built at 
2630, Glendower Avenue in Los Feliz, The John Philip Law house, has gained 
distinction as having been the home of numerous celebrities including The Beatles, Bob 
Dylan, Andy Warhol, Barry McGuire, Lou Reed, the Velvet Underground, and an heir to 
the Getty oil fortune, John Gilbert Getty. The house was recently sold by Getty, setting 
a new record price for a home in Los Feliz. This house is also known as "The Castle" 
and is featured with a full page photograph in the book "Daydream Houses of Los 
Angeles," by Charles Jencks, Rizzoli International, 1978. 

The homes Leicht built seem to have attracted numerous celebrity owners. A house 
in the Hollywood Hills at 8142 Laurel View Drive that was designed by Leicht and 
owned by Marlin Brando and Ann Miller, was recently for sale on the market. Perhaps 
his most famous client was Aimee Semple McPherson. Aimee Semple McPherson was 
the first celebrity preacher in the United States, and it has been said that she was, at the 
height of her popularity, the most famous woman in the world. She selected Leicht to 
design one of her homes for her. In addition to using Leicht as the architect of at least 
one of her own homes, she also used him for work on her Angelus Temple Complex. 
A.F.Leicht is listed as the architect of the Angelus Temple in "An Architectural Guidebook 



to Los Angeles" by David Gebhard and Robert Winter, Gibbs Smith, Publisher, 2003. As 
there seems to be some controversy on the matter of the designer of the Foursquare 
Church's Angelus Temple's designers, I (Rich Magram) visited the Angeles Temple 
myself, and was very kindly granted permission to look through their archives for a short 
period. While I was not able to verify exactly I was looking at, I did find several 
blueprints with the name A.F.Leicht attached thereto. There is no question in my mind 
that A.F. Leicht did work on the Angelus Temple complex. We know furthermore that Mr. 
Leicht sued Aimee Semple McPherson to recover fees, but that that suit was later 
dropped. 

While I was investigating houses built by Mr. Leicht in the area, I happened to 
speak with an owner of one of his homes on Cheswick Lane in Los Feliz. While I can 
not verify the story, she told me that her understanding was that Mr. Leicht himself built 
the house at 2242 Cheswick Lane and then lived in it. Leicht was said to have lived in 
this house while he was building the other two houses known to have been designed by 
him on Cheswick Lane, 2252 and 2251 Cheswick Lane. There is no architect listed for 
2242 Cheswick Lane the house Leicht is supposed to have lived, but the house is 
unusually grand, ornate, and distinctive in appearance. 

Before arriving in Los Angeles, Mr. Leicht published a work: "A Few Sketches of 
Picturesque Suburban Homes Selected from the practice of A.F. Leicht." 1892, New 
York. His work in the Eastern United States was vastly different from what he created in 
Los Angeles. His Eastern work is more traditional than what he created in Los Angeles, 
but his Elmhurst Baptist Church in Queens, New York is nonetheless remarkable. He 
designed both residential properties and churches while in New York and New Jersey. 

Leicht's church design continued in Los Angeles. The Los Angeles Times, Building 
and Engineering News, dated Saturday September 16th, 1922, shows A.F. Leicht of 452 
N. Vermont Avenue, Los Angeles, as the architect of a new church on Guirardo Street 
near Euclid Avenue in what is now the Boyle Heights area of the city. The church had a 
capacity of 400 seats. The owner was the Eleventh Church of Christ Scientist. Today 
the church that Leicht designed for the Church of Christ Scientist is still standing in 
Boyle Heights at 2912 Guirado Street, Los Angeles, although it appears to have been 
remodeled. When I was driving and looking for the church I recognized it at once as 
Leicht's. It possesses the odd geometrical massing of rectangles with a partial octagon 
turret at the front entry. The church is strikingly reminiscent of the Welter house's rear 
elevation view, with a central octagon and radiating wings on each side. While the 
church appears to be maintained, the surrounding lot is gated and locked. Another 
unusual creation for Mr. Leicht in Los Angeles was a "Real Estate Office Built Like a 
Lighthouse." The National Builder magazine dated August 1922 highlights this project 
with a photo of the structure. This office building was built in Hollywood for Mary 
Vidatoe, a realtor. It is a strange coincidence that Mr. Leicht chose to design a building 
that recreates a lighthouse, when he had done work for Aimee Semple McPherson's 
"Lighthouse Gospel Churches." 

I believe that Mr. Leicht was not only a brilliant architect but quite a talented artist. 
Over the past several years I have acquired at least two of his original artworks, 
photographs of which I have included herein. One of them is an original watercolor 
painting and is believed to be of a home in Los Feliz perhaps the one on Chiselhurst 
Drive. This watercolor is signed "A.F.Leicht Arch - Los Angeles Cal 7-1-24." This 



watercolor is more than an architectural rendering, it is an accomplished landscape 
work as well. The other artwork that I purchased is one of a locomotive train with 
several engines at speed. It appears to be pen and ink, and it is signed "AF. Leicht. Del 
N.Y. Sci-Am- NY." 

Mr. Leicht gives two addresses for himself in 1922, the year the Welter house was 
constructed: 1006 Hibernian Building, Los Angeles, and 452 N. Vermont Avenue, Los 
Angeles. In blueprints for The Welter Residence, the subject property of this 
application, Leicht names the area "Los Feliz Heights, Hollywood, Calif." Mr. Leicht is 
listed on the blueprints both as Architect and Superintendent. There are 10 separate 
blueprints for the Welter residence dated from 8-4-1922 to 9-15-1922. In addition to the 
remarks on the physical characteristics of the property pointed out in our earlier 
application, it can be noted that recent inspection of the foundation of the house by a 
construction company specializing in foundations, stated that the foundation was 
unusually well built for a house of that period. The width of the foundation walls at 12" 
thick on the interior walls, was considerably wider than the norm. The inspector also 
noted that there were steel cables set into the concrete of the foundation to give it 
greater stability, and that this feature was only rarely employed at the time. 

Leicht's houses are remarkably distinctive, and many of the features of the Welter 
house bare his signature traits. Los Angeles Magazine put it this way: "If eccentric 
design-including convoluted staircases, fanciful light fixtures, curving walls and rooms in 
any shape but rectangular -appeals to you, consider joining a small but growing club: 
the fans of AF.Leicht,'' Los Angeles Magazine, 1999. Leicht frequently employed very 
complex layouts in his designs, featuring irregularly shaped walls and turrets. You can 
almost certainly identify a Leicht house if there is a conical tiled roof on a turret that is 
set within a surrounding parapet wall. In the Welter house we can see the front 
centering turret which contains a circular magnesite staircase with wrought iron 
bannister and three stained-glass windows, all features which occur again and again in 
his work. Leicht seems obsessed with octagonal rooms, and these octagons appear in 
rooms and turrets in many of his houses. In the Welter residence, the street facing 
octagonal turret contains the staircase, and another octagonal turret in the back of the 
house contains the dining room on the first floor and a bedroom above. Going all the 
way back to the 1890's we see his use of distinctive arched gothic windows. I have 
wondered if his use of these gothic windows evolved from his work designing churches. 
These windows are present in virtually all of his designs from his work in New York to 
Los Angeles. 

While many Los Angeles architects of the 1920's have gained fame for their tasteful 
and lovely revival designs, AF. Leicht remains a man apart. His designs are more 
unique, less easy to pigeonhole. Are they Mediterranean or Spanish? Perhaps Moorish 
with a dash of Modern? While viewing a Los Angeles home from the 1920's, a 
knowledgable student may struggle to name even a famous architect's work. But you 
can with reasonable certainty identify Leicht's houses even without knowing the 
architect's identity beforehand. While often beautiful, they are completely original, 
compelling and mysterious. A.F. Leicht did not interpret Spanish or Mediterranean or 
Gothic into lovely expressions of architecture; he simply invented his own mythical 
world, a world apart, and unique to his vision of California and Los Angeles in the 
1920's. 
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Hollywood 

Historic Districts, Planning Districts and Multi-Property Resources -11/23/15 

Name: Los Feliz Heights Residential Historic District 

Description: 

This historic district is a cohesive collection of Period Revival-style residential architecture in Los Feliz. The district contains 

approximately 317 one- and two-story single-family residences. The residences are designed in the popular Period Revival 

styles of the day, including the American Colonial, Spanish Colonial, Mediterranean, and Tudor Revival styles. Many of these 

residences were designed by some of the city's most notable architects, including Paul R. Williams, Milton J. Black, Gordon 

Kaufmann, Wallace Neff, and Morgan Walls & Clements. 

The district sits in the shadow of the Griffith Observatory, from Nottingham Avenue on the west to Vermont Avenue on the 

east, extending northward from Los Feliz Boulevard to the edge of Griffith Park. The area's topography is hilly, occupying a 

south-facing slope of Mt. Hollywood. This hillside setting creates a curvilinear street pattern that follows the natural 

contours of the Hollywood foothills. Residences occupy irregularly-shaped, sloping sites, some of which enjoy expansive city 

views. Other features include concrete sidewalks (without parkways), mature vegetation (including cedar and carob trees), 

and period street lights. The district also contains several public stairways. 

Significance: 

The Los Feliz Heights Residential Historic District is significant as a highly-intact collection of Period Revival residential 

architecture from the 1920s through the 1940s, and as an excellent example of a prestigious Hollywood Hills neighborhood 

historically occupied by people working in the entertainment industry. The district is composed of 317 properties. Of these, 

232 are contributors, or approximately 73%. The period of significance is 1920-1949, when the contributing properties were 

constructed. 

Los Feliz Heights was originally subdivided in 1921 (Tracts 3733, 5337 and 4441) by land developers C.F. Cook, F.E. Woodley 

and William F. Thompson. The subdivision was situated immediately adjacent to the two city-owned parkland amenities: the 

landscaped parkway along Vermont Avenue to the east, and Griffith Park to the north. 

Los Feliz Heights was conceived as an elegant, exclusive hillside community to be developed with architect-designed homes 

in the popular styles of the day. Advertisements touted the area's bucolic hillside setting, panoramic city views, and easy 

access to Hollywood or downtown Los Angeles via streetcar or automobile. Hillside slopes were graded to accommodating 

curvilinear streets and irregularly-shaped home sites. Subdivision improvements included paved streets, concrete sidewalks, 

water, sewer, gas, telephone and electric street lights. The subdivision was developed lot-by-lot, with property owners hiring 

their own architect to design a residence specifically for the site. 

Los Feliz Heights is also significant for its association with the entertainment industry in Hollywood. Due to its proximity to 

the film studios, this neighborhood has also attracted influential people working in the entertainment industry, from the 

days of silent film through Hollywood's golden age and recent decades. Film industry residents have included 

actress/director Bebe Daniels, director Victor Schertzinger, producer Hal Roach, Alan Ladd, Bing Crosby, Carmen Miranda 

and Adolphe Menjou. 

The Los Feliz Heights Residential District is significant as a cohesive collection of exclusive 1920s-1940s Period Revival 

residential architecture and as an excellent example of a hillside subdivision that has been home to many important persons 

in the entertainment industry. 
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Hollywood 

Historic Districts, Planning Districts and Multi-Property Resources -11/23/15 
SurveyLA 
LO• A.ft&elu Hh.torlc RHOUICH .lll'ff) 

Context 1: 

Context: Architecture and Engineering, 1850-1980 

Sub context: No Sub-context 

Theme: Housing the Masses, 1880-1975 

Sub theme: Period Revival Neighborhoods, 1918-1942 

Property type: Automobile Suburb 

Property sub type: Subdivision 

Criteria: C/3/3 

Status code: 3S;3CS;5S3 

Reason: The Los Feliz Heights Residential Historic District is significant as a highly-intact collection of Period 

Revival residential architecture from the 1920s through the 1940s. 

Context 2: 

Context: Entertainment Industry, 1908-1980 

Sub context: No Sub-context 

Theme: Residential Properties Associated with the Entertainment Industry, 1908-1980 

Sub theme: Entertainment Industry Housing and Neighborhoods, 1908-1949 

Property type: Residential 

Property sub type: Residential District 

Criteria: Nl/1 

Status code: 3S;3CS;5S3 

Reason: The Los Feliz Heights Residential Historic District is significant as an excellent example of a prestigious 

Hollywood Hills neighborhood historically occupied by people working in the entertainment industry. 

Contributors/Non-Contributors: 

Primary Address: 2220 N BERENDO ST 

Type: Contributor 

Year built: 1926 

Property type/sub type: Residential-Single Family; House 

Architectural style: Spanish Colonial Revival 

Primary Address: 2226 N BERENDO ST 

Type: Contributor 

Year built: 1922 

Property type/sub type: Residential-Single Family; House 

Architectural style: American Colonial Revival 
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Historic Districts, Planning Districts and Multi-Property Resources -11/23/15 
Survey LA 
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Primary Address: ~~oMW£it..Avt :: 

Type: ~rfp'0iiiff"f 

Year built: 

Property type/sub type: 'd~tii11~Single Family; HollsE:C'! 
~~Hi~~~. ·-

Architectural style: ~s1fto1oriia1 Revival 

Primary Address: 4785 W CROMWELL AVE 

Type: Contributor 

Year built: 1923 

Property type/sub type: Residential-Single Family; House 

Architectural style: Spanish Colonial Revival 

Primary Address: 4791 W CROMWELL AVE 

Type: Contributor 

Year built: 1927 

Property type/sub type: Residential-Single Family; House 

Architectural style: Spanish Colonial Revival 

Primary Address: 4797 W CROMWELL AVE 

Type: Non-Contributor 

Year built: 1991 

Property type/sub type: Residential-Single Family; House 

Architectural style: Spanish Colonial Revival 

Primary Address: 4803 W CROMWELL AVE 

Type: Contributor 

Year built: 1930 

Property type/sub type: Residential-Single Family; House 

Architectural style: Tudor Revival 

Primary Address: 4809 W CROMWELL AVE 

Type: Contributor 

Year built: 1927 

Property type/sub type: Residential-Single Family; House 

Architectural style: Spanish Colonial Revival 
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Adolph Frederick Leicht during hearing on McPhearson lawsuit, January 4, 1929 
(Herald Examiner Photo) 



PLA'.'IS MADE FOR GOSPEL LIGHTHOUSE 
~;:1 1~1geles Tunes (1886-Current Fde): Aug 9, 1927; PrnQucst Hmoncal Newspapers Los Angeles Timt:s (1881. 1986) 

PLANS MADE 
FOR GOSPEL 
LIGHTHOUSE 
Mrs. /llcP/wrson·~ Firsl 
Unit in New Soul·Saving 
Plan to Cost S275,000 

!11 ......... ,, .... l'lft Y.lctur11 rasel 
Plona have been completed for the 

1lrst lighthouse hostelry o! Aimee 
Bemplo McPherson, which 'l'illl cost 
opprozlmotely 8276,000, A. F. Leicht, 
vlauallzlng architect, announced yes-

terda:V. 
Tho flltructure pln.nnell wm oe J.'.lu 

feet In height, •IJ:ty-two reet In dlam
otcr at the bottom and forty-nve 
feet at tho top, Leicht ••Id. With 
four stories underground, I~ will eon
taln 100 roomo, and be erected where 
tile McPherson home now etand•. ne•r 
Angelus Temple. A 675,000 gyn•
•lum la planned for templo tmprovc
m.,nta. Leicht imld. 

Mre, :McPherson also annountrd 
yeetorday th•t onothOr llGhthOU&C, 
church ond oome cottosos wlll be 
constrUcted p,t Lake Tahoe. '!'he com .. 
pany boa deeded her an •= of land 
at. Sugar Loaf for thts purp•""· and 
tb' evangelist ls to lead a cora1'BD 
to the Joke next Monday to dedicate 
tho ground. The cottages will bo 
constructed at the i;Jte. sbe enld, to 
accommodate the workers at the 
church. 

It was announced yesterd•lT blf At• 
torney Lester W. Roth. representing 
Mrs. MePherson. thnt the ugrcemcnt 
pnpers dissolving the portnenihlp be• 
Lwecn tba avnngcllat a.nd her moth· 
er, .Mrs. MJ.nnte Kennedy, he.Vo been 
completed, and now n.ro rtndy tor 
signature. The agreement V/"8 turned 
over to :Mrs, XennodY'• attcrnoy, F. 
H, Whlllleld, who conferred with her 
:restorday. 

Tho tenna or tbo agreement, It woa 

~~d;1:n1!~u~~; 0~~1:.S:~n~~1J:1~n~1:i~~ ! 
doui;hter a.re ftnn.Uy nm.:itcd to lt. Mrs. 1 

Konuedy le stlll rosldlng at llie home 
nt tho temple, and she snlcl yostcrday 
her pinna for the future !lo\·e not 
been de1lnltely dr.cldecl, nnd will not 
be unUl bcr business dU?creuccs arc 
nnolly •ettled. · 

In reeJJOlWG to telegr11m from :Rev. 
John Ooben and Morehall B. Craig, 
ropreoentatlves or Mrs. McPheroon, of
fering her services as a speaker at 
tho Iowa. State Fair at Des Moines. 
the Chamber or Commerce there Is ••Id to have decllned the o!l'ers with 
thanks. One message suggested that 
tho evongeUst could speak at the 
!air on the :18th lnllt., tho repl:r ad
vising t1111t John l'hlllp Bousa wos 
ochedUle<l for a concert an that day, 
and the other ... ked that arranse• 
menta be made for :Mr& McPherson 
to rldo with Capt. Lindbergh In his 
plane on the 29th Inst. The cham
ber telegrapbert Its regrets that tho 
lhlp ta a •lngle•seater. 
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M'PHERSON CASE IN COURT TODAY 
Los Angeles Times (1886-Current Fil~!; Jan 2, 1929; ProQucst Historical Newspapers Los Angeles Times (1881 - 1986) 
pg. B3 

M'PHERSON CASE 
IN COURT TODAY 
Evangelise Sued for Fee 

by Arcliitect 

Plam for "LiglitT1ousa" in 
Dispute 

Defendant Denie! Having 
Ordered TT1em ' an:v foundation. She further u

eerts that thcro never wu any writ· 
---- ten agreement relative to hl8 urv• 

Aimee Semple McPher&on, even-! Ices between him and henelt. 
gellst, will appear In Superior Court· D • W 
this momlnl! beCdre ~uperlor Judge I I Vorce on on 

'Guerin to deCend a $17.35D lawsult 1 D • k" Ch 
brou11ht against her by A. P'. Leicht. TlR l.Rg Qfge 

. an archllect, the litigation arising' 
out of plans mado for one or the Frank A. Gorham told h1a 'WU'e, 
envan11eUst's "llghthousesM and ad· Fannie A. Oorham, that If ahe did 
dltlons made to Angelus Temple. not want to live with a drunken 

It Wiii be the tlrst l.lnie that Mra. man 6he could get out, accordln11 to 
:;:~~~';a::~~ 1~~:ist~~elnll~~~, Mn. Ciorharn, tesUCylng before 
time to time during the last few ! Superior Judgo Guerin at the hear• 
years, hos appeared In court on her · lllg on her petition for a divorce. 
own behalt to testl!y. · Mrs. Gorham declared that her. 

According to tile complaint or the husband came home Intoxicated one 
erchlt.ect he Jirafted plans for the night and when she upbraided hlm 
bulldl11g of a "lighthouse" and sev• Car it he told her he had been 
eral ad\iltlonal wings to A.ngelua drinking and that IC she didn't like 
'l'emple, the largo seat of worship it she could get out of the house. 
oC the sect· presided over by Mrs. A decree was grtlnted. 
ll<fcPhcrson. He further contends 
that the plans were mode at the J\IAPS SUB!UlTrED 
request or the ev1mgellst herselt, 'l'he city Council has referred to 
and that upon prescnlatlon of his Its Public Works Committee the BS• 
lilll for his scr\1ces payment was &e511Dltnt·dlstl1ct maps submitted by 
refused. the City Engineer for the Avenue 

In her answer to the action Mrs. 45• and Canon cttst-avenue Im
McPherson userts that Leicht per· provement district and for the Im· 
formed services for her at one time, provement of Avenue -« betweeo 
but he had been paltl for them, anti l"rontenao avenue and a point north 
t.llat his present claim waa '\111tho11t of Glen Albyn Drive. 

Tailor Fined 
$50 B~cause of 
Eager Ballyhoo 

Too mucl1 enthuslalilll for the new 
clothing samples which he had j11&t 
received cost Dave Rube1111teln, tai
lor, of 209 North Spring street, $50 
when he appeared In Municipal 
Judge Wilson's court. 

Deputy City Prosecutor :Mllrgld 
charged that Rubenstein violated 
the city "ballyhoo" ordinance by 
telllni: passersby to como ln and 
Ree the new samples. When he 
showed lhat the tailor had paid a 
fine bc!ore for tho same oflense 
Judge Wllsou Jlned him double the 
usual $2S. · 

Thirteen other men and two wom· 
en. charged with violation of the 
same ordinance, entered pleRll of not 
guilty before Judge WUson and 
Judge Bullock. Two women pleaded 
guilty and 9{hen they w~re able to 
show Ignorance of the ordinance 
Judge Bullock suspended I.en-day 
JaU sentences on con di t1011 that they 
do not again violate It. 

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 



FEATURE ARTICLE 

1.ms~ of Mirth 
~ddeI!! rooms, trap doors, years 
his:t,t.1•r:¥ ... if these walls could 

•·y~:~u kn{r,w a home is important 
·· i ~~has its own name. Not 

~k;;.;;:, ''Th<e Crib," but rather, 
''i~1l{Hltk:,~dlo," "Highgrove," 
'S~!g~m;,xe Hill," or "Branch 
Jii!vidi!i!it" Okay, bad example. 
hi::: follr~story home you see on 
~:'~!!::1 p~1ges is called "Casalee" 
d H l:~ i;;;.xceptional, not just 

because it's known as the "house without corners," or because it was the house in the 1968 
Jackie Gleason I Groucho Marx comedy, Skidoo, or because it's in the posh Hillsborough 
locale, or because it was designed by prominent Bel Air architect A. F. Leicht. This place is 
special because of the intricacies, like the hidden room behind the bookshelves, the circular 
staircase and the two-story wall of leaded glass. 

Casalee is perched on an acre and a half hillside, above a serene canyon in Hillsborough and has 
a total of 17 rooms, five of which are bedrooms, seven bathrooms. The design blends an eclectic 
mix of Moorish influence and Mediterranean style with medieval and gothic elements. Probably 
the coolest feature - apart from the hidden room - is the lack of comers, a completely modem 
approach to architecture for its time. 

Originally commissioned in the 1920s by Ralph Lee, a well-to-do Hillsborough jeweler, the 
home's entrance leads in three directions. To the left is the sunken living room, a design 
element that is sadly near extinction. In the 1920s, this was the grand ballroom and it still has 
the original chandelier and minstrel balcony that, back then, served as the orchestra pit for the 
many galas hosted by the Lee family. Just off the living room is the solarium, with its floor to 
ceiling windows overlooking the estate's private pool. Directly ahead is the sunroom, with 
seven sets of arched doors that lead to another, bigger balcony. To the right is the path to the 
banquet-sized dining room, which in turn leads to the butler's pantry, that leads to the 
completely state-of-the-art kitchen. 

The master suite has too many amenities to list. But we have to mention the massive master 
bath with hand-painted tile, attached office area and separate dressing room with walk-in closet. 
The other bedrooms aren't bad, either. Casalee is listed for $4.38 million, but we'd pay $4.39 
million in a heartbeat. 



Building Permit History 
4784 Cromwell Avenue 

Los Feliz 

November 1, 1922: Building Permit No. 39189 to construct a 2-story 7-room 43' X 
45'6" frame and stucco residence on Lot 28 of Tract No. 3733. 
Owner: Mr. W. W. Welfer 

April 21, 1923: 

Architect: A. F. Leicht 
Contractor: Day Work 
Cost: $12,000.00 

Building Permit No. 18070 to construct a I-story 18' X 20' 
frame and stucco garage on Lot 28 of Tract No. 3733. 
Owner: Wm. W. Welfer 
Architect: None 
Contractor: None 
Cost: $300.00 

September 16, 1927: Building Permit No. 27096 for adding maids room, 8' X 10' on 
1st floor and adding maids bath, 5' X 4' to same. And to redo 
damaged windows over regular bath. 
Owner: W. W. W elfer 
Architect: None 
Contractor: None 
Cost: $250.00 

December 11, 2006: Building Permit No. W064413000 to replace existing ducts. 
Owner: Albert and Muriel Desmond, Trustees, Desmond Trust 
Architect: None 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: Brody Heating, Air Conditioning & Electric 
Cost: Not Listed 
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4784 W. Cromwell Avenue 

2s Spanish 5588-016-027 1923 [3.05, 3-05-30] 

Single residence: 12-roam, 5-bedraam, 3-bath, 3267 sq/ft. 
Tract 03733, lot 28. 9580 sq/ft. 90027. District 33. 

History: 
Listed at $1,699,000 in July, 2006. (Source: real estate flyer) 

B.P. 39189, 11/01/22, RELOC 
3s Residence, 7-room, 1-family, 43 X 45 X 26', $12,000 
W. W. Welfer, owner. 
A. F. Leicht, architect. 
Day work, contractor. 
Tile roof, brick fireplace. 

B.P. 18070, 04/21 /23, RELOC 
1 s Garage, 18 X 20', $200.00 
William W. Welfer, owner. 7 4 1 1 /2 Lorne Ave. 
No architect listed. 
No contractor listed. 
Paper roof. 

B.P. 27096, 09/19/27, ALTER 

1930 census: 
4784 W. Cromwell Avenue: (Value: $34,000): 1) William W. Welfer, owner and head of 
household; 69 year old white married male; married al age 24; born in Pennsylvania; parents 
born in Germany; not working. 2) Jane S. Welfer, wife; 64 year old white married female; 
married al age 19; born in Pennsylvania; parents born in Pennsylvania; not working. 3) Harry A. 
Welfer, son; 44 year old single white mole; born in Pennsylvania; an assistant Director in the 
motion picture industry. 4) Hantio Welfer, daughter; 37 year old single white female; born in 
Pennsylvania; a bookkeeper in the oil industry. (19'h ED, page 1 OB, lines 85-88). 



Welfer Residence, new casement window replacing jalousie window, July 3, 2014 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 

Welfer Residence, new casement window matching original window replacing jalousie window, July 3, 2014 
(Charles J. Fisher photo) 



Original rendering by Leicht, possibly of unbuilt mansion for Aimie Semple McPhearson 

'~ . .............:. 
Welfer Residence, rear balcony and cloth awning, August 22, 2013 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 



Welfer Residence, reinforcement of~~i"gTn.aT~hinin~y, November 3, 2008 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 



We/fer Residence, garage, 4784 Cromwell Avenue, August 22, 2013 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 

We/fer Residence, front porch, 4784 Cromwell Avenue, August 22, 2013 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 



We/fer Residence.front door, 4784 Cromwell Avenue, November 3, 2008 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 

We/fer Residence, entry foyer, 4784 Cromwell Avenue, August 22, 2013 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 



Welfer Residence, entry foyer gate to hall, 4784 Cromwell Avenue, August 22, 2013 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 

Welfer Residence, Batchelder tile floor in entry foyer, 4784 Cromwell August 22, 2013, (Charles J. Fisher photo) 

Welfer Re~idence, living room, 4784 Cromwell Avenue, August 22, 2013 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 



Welfer Residence, Batchelder fireplace, 4784 Cromwell Avenue, August 22, 2013 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 

Welfer Residence, living room to entry foyer, 4784 Cromwell Avenue, August 22, 2013 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 



Welfer Residence, original lighting fixture, 4784 Cromwell Avenue, August 22, 2013 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 

Welfer Residence, living room light fixture, 4784 Cromwell Avenue, November 3, 2008 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 



We/fer Residence, original magnetite staircase, 4784 Cromwell Ave, August 22, 2013, (Charles J. Fisher photo) 

Welfer Residence, lighting fixture in stairwell, 4784 Cromwell, November 3, 2008 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 



We/fer Residence, staircase windows, 4784 Cromwell Avenue, August 22, 2013 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 

We/fer Residence, upstairs landing, 4784 Cromwell Avenue, November 3, 2008 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 



Welfer Residence, master bedroom, 4784 Cromwell Avenue, November 3, 2008 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 

Welfer Residence, upstairs fireplace, 4784 Cromwell Avenue, November 3, 2008 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 





Welfer Residence, arched casement window, 4784 Cromwell Avenue, August 22, 2013 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 



W elf er Residence Photographs 

Welfer Residence, 4784 Cromwell Avenue, August 22, 2013(Charles J. Fisher photo) 

We/fer Residence, 4784 Cromwell Avenue, August 22, 2013 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 



Welfer Residence with missing roof tile in 2006 real estate catalogue 

Welfer Residence with restored roof, September 30, 2011 (Richard Mag ram photo) 



Welfer Residence, 4784 Cromwell Avenue, August 22, 2013 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 

• • • 

Welfer Residence, front window, 4784 Croriiwei(Avenile;··x.ilgilsi 22, 2013 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 



We/fer Residence, Mission parapet, 4784 Cromwell Avenue, November 3, 2008 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 

We/fer Residence, crest above porch, 4784 Cromwell Avenue, August 22, 2013 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 



Welfer Residence, casement window, 4784 Cromwell Avenue, August 22, 2013 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 

Welfer Residence, rear elevation, 4784 Cromwell Avenue, August 22, 2013 (Charles J. Fish~r photo) 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
Barry Sloane and Marc Silver 

Los Feliz I 2630 Glendower Avenue I Sold for $8,300,000 

Frank Symons. Western Region Executive Vice P1·es1dent/Chief Operating Officer and Brokerage 

Manager. is very pleased to recognize and congratulate Barry Sloane and Marc Silver on setting a new 

reco1·d for the sale of a single family residence in Los Feliz·. and fo1· representing the purchase1· and seller in 

the transaction above. 

Beverly Hills Brokerage 

THE BARRY SLOANE GROUP 
310.786.1844 I 310.809.4656 

9665 Wilshire Boulevard. Suite 400 
Beverly Hills. California 90212 

Sotheby's 

sothebyshomes.com 
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Don Corle-home: Hollywood actor Marlon Brando's former home in Los Angeles is on the market for $3.Smillion (£2.3million) 

Comfy: Not a horse's head in sight in the master bedroom, which features a tiger-print pillow and warm wooden flooring 

) '// ( 



Design prestige: The Spanish-Mediterranean three-bed was revived by AF Leicht· once dubbed 'LA's quirkiest dead architect' 

Curvy: The Mediterranean styling is particularly evident in the lobby, where archways lead off to various rooms 
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Stan Inkelis, Mary Beth Sorensen, Kathryn Lo'!Yse, Pearl Yonezawa, Dora Herrera. Chris Laib and Lynne T. Jewell photos' Michael Locke 

LFIA Launches Centennial Celebration 
A festive and fun picnic was held in Griffith Park's Crystal Springs Picnic Area the last Sunday 

in July as the official kick-off for LFIA's IOOth birthday celebration. Congressman.Adam 

Schiff and newly elected CD4 Councilmember David Ryu both attended the festivities. ~md 

spent time talking to the Los Feliz residents in attendance. In congratulating LFIA for its 

"extraordinary work" over the past IOO years, Schiff presented LFIA with an American flag 

that had flown over the U.S. Capitol Building in Washington , DC the month before. 

Special kudos go to LFIA board members-Don Seligman and Raflk Ghazarian who orches

trated the picnic and to the LFIA board members who served as volunteers. There were activ

ities for kids of all ages, from face painting by Jasmine Gilmore to a newly produced Los Feliz 

architecture coloring book. 

LFIA turns 100 in the summer of 2016. Visit LFIA.org for upcoming centennial events. 

FOR MORE PICNIC PHOTOS, SEE "CELEBRATION" ON PAGE 4 

CD4 Counci/member David l!Ju and Qjng Chang Congressman Adam Schiff and LFIA President Chris Laib 



A.F. FREDERICK LEI CHT, 

one of the most active 

architects in Los Feliz in 

the I920s, built n early two 

dozen ornately turreted 

houses between 1922 and 

1929. Probably his most distinctive home 

is the John Philip Law House at'2630 

Glendower Ave. known as "The Castle." 

Many celebrities are reported to h ave stayed 

there, including The Beatles , Bob Dylan , 

Andy Warhol, Barry McGuire , Lou Reed and 

The Velvet Underground. It was owned by an 

heir to the G etty oil fortune, John Gilbert 

Getty, and was recently sold at a record

setting price for a home in Los Feliz. 

Perhaps Leicht 's most famous client was 

Aimee Semple McPherson , the first celeb

rity preacher in the country, and who, at the 

height of her popularity, was one of the most 

famous women in the world. In addition to 

using Leicht for at least one of her homes, 

she also hired him to work on her Angelus 

Temple Complex. A.F. Leicht is listed as 

the architect of the Angelus Temple in 

An Architectural Guidebook to Los Angeles by David 

Gebhard and Robert Winter. At present, 

however, there is disagreement about 

Leicht's involvement in the design of the 

Angelus Temple . 

Although not verified, Leicht was said to 

have built and lived in a home at 2242 

Cheswic Lane while he was building two 

houses designed by him at 2252 and 2251 

Cheswic Lane . The house at 2242 has the 

unusually grand, ornate elements seen in 

many of his designs. 

Before arriving in Los Angeles , Leicht 

worked on the East Coast , where his designs 

were vastly different from what he created in 

Los Angeles. His work was more traditional , 

but his Elmhurst Baptist Church in Queens, 

New York is nonetheless remarkable . He 

designed both residential properties and 

churches while in New York and New Jersey. 

Leicht's church design continued in Los 

Angeles. He was the architect of a church 

on Guirardo Street in what is now Boyle 

Heights. The church still stands, although it 

10 11!._1!)1$ <Tefis 88-seroer 

"The Castle" on Glendower Avenue, 1924 

The author's Weifer Residence 

appears to have been remodeled. It possesses 

the odd geometrical massing of rectangles 

with a partial octagon turret at the front 

entry. The church is strikingly reminiscent 

of the rear elevation view of some of his Los 

Feliz residences , with a central octagon and 

radiating wings on each side. 

Leicht's William W. Welfer Residence was 

built in 1923 and the original blueprints 

described the area as "Los Feliz Heights, 

Hollywood, Calif." He is listed on the blue

prints both as Architect and Superintendent. 

A recent inspection of the home's founda

tion stated that the foundation was unusually 

well built for a house of that period. The 

width of the founda tion walls at 12" thick 

on the interior walls was considerably wider 

than the norm. The inspector also noted 

that there were steel cables set into the 

concrete of the foundation to give it greater 

stability, and that this feature was only rarely 

employed at the time. 

Leicht's houses are remarkably distinctive , 

and many of the features of the Welfer house 

bear his signature traits. An 1999 article in 

Los Angeles Magazin e stated, "If eccentric design, 

~ Rich Magram 

including convoluted staircases, fanciful 

light fixtures , curving walls and rooms in 

any shape but rectangular appeal to you , 

consider joining a small but growing club : 

the fans of A.F. Leicht." The architect fre

quently employed very complex layouts in his 

designs, featuring irregularly shaped walls 

and turrets. A house with a conical tiled roof 

on a turret that is set within a surrounding 

parapet wall is almost always a Leicht house. 

In the Welfer house , the front centering 

turret contains a circular magnesite stair

case with a wrought iron banister and three 

stained-glass windows, all features which 

occur again and again in his work. Leicht 

seemed obsessed with octagonal rooms, and 

these octagons appear in rooms and tur-

rets in m an y of his houses . In the Welfer 

residence , the street- facing octagonal turret 

contains the staircase, and another octago

nal turret in the back of the house contains 

the dining room on the first floor and a 

bedroom above. As far back as the 1890s his 

designs display the use of distinctive arched 

Gothic windows. These windows are present 

in virtually all of his designs from New York 

to Los Angeles. 

While many Los Angeles architects .of the 

1920s gained fame for their tasteful and. 

lovely revival designs , A.F. Leic_ht rema-ins a 

man apart. His designs are more unique , less 

easy to pigeonhole. Are they Mediterranean 

or Spanish? Perhaps Moorish with a dash 

of Modern? While viewing a Los Angeles 

home from the 1920s, a knowledgeable 

student m ay struggle to name even one 

famous a rchitect 's work. But you can , with 

reasonable certainty, identify Leicht 's houses 

even without knowing the architect 's identity 

beforehand. While often beautiful, they 

are completely original, compelling and 

mysterious. A.F. Leicht did not interpret 

Spanish or Mediterranean or Gothic into 

lovely expressions of architecture; he simply 

invented his own mythical world , a world 

apart , and unique to his vision of California 

and Los Angeles in the 1920s. 

Rich Magram moved into the Welfer Residence in 2007 

and has spent the last eightyears renovating the house 

to Leicht's original blueprints. 








