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Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2015-3823-HCM
ENV-2015-3824-CE
HEARING DATE: January 7, 2016

TIME: 10:00 AM Location: 200 S. Wilton Place
PLACE: City Hall, Room 1050 Council District: 4
200 N. Spring Street Community Plan Area: Wilshire

Los Angeles, CA 90012 Area Planning Commission: Central
Neighborhood Council: Greater Wilshire
Legal Description: Ridgewood Park Tract, Block BLK

A, Lot FR1
PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
WOOLNER HOUSE
REQUEST: Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument
OWNER/ Trevor & Alexandra Miller
APPLICANT: 200 S. Wilton Place
Los Angeles, CA 90004
APPLICANT’S Trevor & Alexandra Miller
REPRESENTATIVE: 200 S. Wilton Place

Los Angeles, CA 90004

RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Declare the subject property a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles
Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7.
2. Adopt the staff report and findings.

MICHAEL J. LOGRANDE
Director of Planning

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Shannon Ryan, City Planning Associate
Office of Historic Resources

Attachments: Historic-Cultural Monument Application
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FINDINGS

e The Woolner House "embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural-type
specimen, inherently valuable for study of a period, style or method of construction” as an
example of the Transitional Craftsman style.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures or
sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community is
reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important events
in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

SUMMARY

Built in 1904, 200 S. Wilton Place is a large three-story single-family residence in the Transitional
Craftsman style with Tudor and Japanese influences. Located in the National Register designated
Wilton Historic District, the Woolner House was designed by Samuel Tilden Norton (1877-1959)
who is known for designing Los Angeles landmarks including the Greek Theatre, the Korean
Philadelphia Presbyterian Church (Temple Sinai East) (HCM #91), and the Bernays House (HCM
#780).

The Woolner House was designed by Samuel Tilden Norton and built by contractor J.H. Meyers
in 1904 for prominent young couple Harry and Ora Woolner at 651 Westlake Avenue. In 1920,
the same owners moved the house three miles to the west to its current location on Wilton Place.
In its original corner location, the house faced east and what is now the south fagade faced north
and was highly ornamented to show grandeur to passersby. Today that decorative side fagade
faces south and is obscured by a neighboring house and the more simplified current north fagade
is visible along Second Street.

The house has a rectangular plan with a central hall for circulation. The residence is clad in
clapboard siding and has a large front facing gabled roof with side dormers. The front facade
features a partial-width porch with upper balustrade that frames the entry to an off-center door. A
belt course lines the exterior between the first and second floors. Fenestration on the house
includes a transom picture window, bay windows, double hung windows, and stained glass
windows. Tudor influenced half timbering is located at the attic level of the front fagade. The roof
is very decorative with finials, Japanese-inspired flared bargeboards, exposed rafter tails, and
large curving brackets. The interior includes wooden pocket doors, wooden columns, built-in
cabinetry, multiple fireplaces, hardwood floors, and rounded ceilings. The vertical and decorative
elements of the house are reflective of the Victorian style, while the horizontality of the massing
and heaviness of the porch piers reflect the Arts and Crafts style. The effect of the building’s
combination of various elements represents the transition in styles from Victorian-era to
Craftsman.
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The architect, Samuel Tilden Norton served as president of the Southern California Chapter of
the A.lLA. Many of the homes that Norton designed in Los Angeles have been demolished or have
been converted into multi-unit housing. The application suggests that only five Samuel Tilden
Norton houses in the City of Los Angeles maintain their single-family use.

DISCUSSION

The Woolner House embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural-type
specimen, inherently valuable for study of a period, style or method of construction” as an example
of the Transitional Craftsman style. The house reflects the changes in architectural style at the
turn of the century from the highly decorative and vertical forms of the Victorian style to the
horizontality of the Craftsman style. While many of the details of the house such as the finials and
cornices reflect the Victorian influence, the wide front porch with thick square piers and wide
picture windows are of an Arts and Crafts vocabulary. The house also includes half timbering in
the attic that is an element of the Tudor style and upturned bargeboards that are a Japanese
influence. The property is identified as a contributor to the Wilton National Register Historic
District.

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS

State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions taken
by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance,
restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory process involves
procedures for protection of the environment.”

State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, conservation
or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating,
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.”

The designation of the Woolner House as a Historic-Cultural Monument in accordance with
Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (“LAAC”) will ensure that
future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in accordance with
Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is to prevent significant impacts
to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set forth in the LAAC.
Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the historic significance and
integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible alterations and new
construction and the demolition of an irreplaceable historic site/open space. The Secretary of the
Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC and provide
standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will ensure the
continued preservation of the subject property.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is
consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the environment
through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural
Monuments.
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The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed designation is
consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and reconstruction
of historic buildings and sites in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’'s Standards
for the Treatment of Historic Properties.

Categorical Exemption ENV-2015-3824-CE was prepared on December 15, 2015.

BACKGROUND

On November 19, 2015 the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the property under
consideration.  On December 10, a subcommittee of the Commission consisting of
Commissioners Barron and Milofsky visited the property, accompanied by a staff member from
the Office of Historic Resources.
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Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2015-3823-HCM
ENV-2015-3824-CE
HEARING DATE: November 5, 2015

TIME: 10:00 AM Location: 200 S. Wilton Place
PLACE: City Hall, Room 1010 Council District: 4
200 N. Spring Street Community Plan Area: Wilshire
Los Angeles, CA Area Planning Commission: Central
90012 Neighborhood Council: Greater Wilshire
Legal Description: Ridgewood Park Tract, Block BLK
A, Lot FR1
PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
WOOLNER HOUSE
REQUEST: Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument
OWNER/ Trevor & Alexandra Miller
APPLICANT: 200 S. Wilton Place
Los Angeles, CA 90004
APPLICANT’S Trevor & Alexandra Miller
REPRESENTATIVE: 200 S. Wilton Place

Los Angeles, CA 90004

RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal
warrants further investigation.

2. Adopt the report findings.

MICHAEL J. LOGRANDE
Director of Planning

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Shannon Ryan, City Planning Associate
Office of Historic Resources

Attachments: Historic-Cultural Monument Application
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SUMMARY

Built in 1904, 200 S. Wilton Place is a large three-story single-family residence in the
Transitional Craftsman style. Located in the National Register designated Wilton Historic
District, the Woolner House was designed by Samuel Tilden Norton who is known for designing
Los Angeles landmarks including the Greek Theatre, the Korean Philadelphia Presbyterian
Church (Temple Sinai East) (HCM #91), and the Bernays House (HCM #780).

The Woolner House was designed by Samuel Tilden Norton (1877-1959) and built by contractor
J.H. Meyers in 1904 for Harry and Ora Woolner at 651 Westlake Avenue. It was moved to its
current location three miles to the west in 1920 by the same owners. The house has a
rectangular plan with a central hall for circulation. The residence is clad in clapboard siding and
has a large front facing gabled roof with side dormers. The front facade features a partial-width
porch with upper balustrade which frames the entry to an off-center door. A belt course lines the
exterior between the first and second floors. Fenestration on the house includes a transom
picture window, bay windows, double hung windows, and stained glass windows. Half timbering
is located at the attic level of the front facade. The roof is very decorative with finials, flared
barge boards, exposed rafter tails, and large curving brackets. The interior includes wooden
pocket doors, wooden columns, built-in cabinetry, multiple fireplaces, hardwood floors, and
rounded ceilings. The vertical and decorative elements of the house are reflective of the
Victorian style, while the horizontality of the massing and heaviness of the porch piers reflect the
Arts and Crafts style. The effect of the building’s combination of various elements represents the
transition in styles from Victorian-era to Craftsman.

The architect, Samuel Tilden Norton served as president of the Southern California Chapter of
the A.LLA. Many of the homes that Norton designed in Los Angeles have been demolished or
have been converted into multi-unit housing. The application suggests that only five Samuel
Tilden Norton houses in the City of Los Angeles maintain their single-family use.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

FINDINGS
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that

the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.
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