Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2015-2719-HCM
ENV-2015-2720-CE
HEARING DATE: August 6, 2015 Location: 1650 N. Queens Road
TIME: 9:00 AM Council District: 4
PLACE: City Hall, Room 1010 Community Plan Area: Hollywood
200 N. Spring Street Area Planning Commission: Central
Los Angeles, CA Neighborhood Council: Bel Air — Beverly Crest
90012 Legal Description: Tract TR 8500, Block None, Lot
135
PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
POLITO HOUSE
REQUEST: Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument
OWNER/ Jared Stein
APPLICANT: 1650 N. Queens Road
Los Angeles, CA 90019
APPLICANT’S Charles J. Fisher
REPRESENTATIVE: 140 S. Avenue 57

Highland Park, CA 90042

RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal
warrants further investigation.

2. Adopt the report findings.

MICHAEL J. LOGRANDE
Director of Planning

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Shannon Ryan, City Planning Associate
Office of Historic Resources
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SUMMARY

Built in 1940, the Polito House is a Bauhaus-influenced, single family residence of the
International Style. The house is set into the Hollywood hillside, with a three-story elevation built
to the lot line facing Queens Road. Since the home backs onto the hillside, a cantilever bridge
was included in the design to connect the uppermost floor to an elevated garden. A pool was
added in 1983, replacing a former grassy area in the backyard.

The exterior of the building exhibits many character-defining features of the International Style,
including a stucco exterior, flat roofs, steel casement ribbon windows, flush-mounted windows
without trim, and an overall absence of ornamentation.

The subject property was designed for residents Anthony and Carmella Polito by prominent
architect Raphael S. Soriano. Other designs by Soriano include:

Ross House (1938), HCM #964

Glen Lukens Home and Studio (1940), HCM #866
Shulman House (1950), HCM #325

“El Paradiso” (1964), HCM #638

Born in Greece, Soriano immigrated to Los Angeles in 1924 where he earned his Bachelor of
Architecture from the University of Southern California. While completing his degree, he
interned for local master architect Richard Neutra, later opening his own firm in1936. The Grove
Encyclopedia of American Art includes Soriano, and recognizes Polito House as one of his
earlier designs featuring banded glass and stucco walls. Polito House is also featured in David
Gebhard and Robert Winter's An Architectural Guidebook to Los Angeles, as well as in a
February 1946 issue of Architectural Record.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

FINDINGS
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that

the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.











































































































































































































































































