Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2015-3145-HCM
ENV-2015-3146

HEARING DATE: September 3, 2015

TIME: 10:00 AM Location: 209 S. Wilton Place
PLACE: City Hall, Room 1010 Council District: 4
200 N. Spring Street Community Plan Area: Wilshire
Los Angeles, CA Area Planning Commission: Central
90012 Neighborhood Council: Greater Wilshire
Legal Description: Ridgewood Park Tract, Block B,
Lot 12
PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
SHELDON-GRAVES HOUSE
REQUEST: Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument
OWNER(S): Ty and Josette Bowers

209 S. Wilton Place
Los Angeles, CA 90004

APPLICANT: Ty and Josette Bowers
209 S. Wilton Place
Los Angeles, CA 90004

PREPARER: Charles J. Fisher

140 S. Avenue 57
Los Angeles, CA 90042

RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal
warrants further investigation.

2. Adopt the report findings.

MICHAEL J. LOGRANDE
Director of Planning

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Shannon Ryan, City Planning Associate
Office of Historic Resources

Attachments: Historic-Cultural Monument Application
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SUMMARY

Built in 1912, the Sheldon-Graves House was designed in the Craftsman style by architect
Henry John Knauer. The property was the home of stock broker Leslie L. Sheldon and his wife,
Lillian Breedlove Sheldon until 1915. The second owner, Bryon L. Graves, was involved with
Ford Motor Company and was a founder of Western Air Express, one of the first airplane
delivery services in the world.

The Sheldon-Graves House is a contributor to the Wilton Place National Register Historic
District, established in 1979. The large two-story house includes many typical Craftsman
elements such a front-gabled roof, fascia boards at the gable ends, large brackets, exposed
rafter tails, and a wide front porch supported by thick squared wood piers with a brick base. A
porte-cochere extends south from the porch over the concrete driveway. The first story of the
house is clad in clapboard and the second story is clad in square shingles. The wide wooden
front door is flanked by stained glass side lights. Other windows on the house include picture
windows, double hung single light wood windows, and wood windows with multi-lights. The
window trims and sills appear to be original. Interior features include hardwood floors, wood
paneling, crown molding, and built in bookcases, cabinets, and buffet. A two-story garage and
accessory structure are located at the rear of the lot.

Henry J. Knauer (1877-1946), designed the subject property as well as three other residences
in the Wilton Place National Register Historic District. Knauer had a successful career in Los
Angeles working in Hollywood, Wilshire, Highland Park and South Los Angeles. A 2010
Hollywood Historic Resources Survey conducted for the Community Redevelopment Agency
lists Knauer as one of the area’s notable architects. The Highland Park Historic Preservation
Overlay Zone Historic Resources Survey identifies Knauer as an “architect who has
substantially influenced the development of the City.” A few of his Hollywood buildings are a
1917 ltalianate fourplex located at 5540 Lexington, a 1923 Mediterranean Revival fourplex
located at 6320 Franklin Ave, and a 1919 Mediterranean Revival fourplex flat located at 1812
Wilcox. Two residences designed by Knauer are designated Historic-Cultural Monuments: the
C.M. Chase House at 211 S. Manhattan Place, HCM #389 and the J. A. Howsley House at
5907 Echo Street, HCM #805.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

FINDINGS

Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.





































































































































































































