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SUMMARY 

Built in 1938, this one-plus story, single-family residence in Los Feliz exhibits character-defining 
features of the French Provincial style.  

The subject building has an irregular floor plan and a cross-hipped roof system. Facing the main 
elevation the left side of the house projects forward of the main body and the right side recedes 
from it. The right side of the house is down-slope and the receding wing is split between a 
garage below and living quarters above. The roof is high with a fairly steep pitch and features a 
chimney, two metal dormer vents, and an iron balustrade along the peak. A molded cornice runs 
beneath the short eaves. The façade is dominated by two large, curved bays with casement 
lattice windows. The bays project above the roofline and have decorative garland ornaments in 
a frieze across the top. Cladding is decorative board and batten painted white on the left 
projecting wing, and smooth off-white stucco elsewhere. Below the large bays, and running 
across the face of the building, is a brick bulkhead painted white. On the stuccoed corners are 
decorative quoins painted white. 

Interior features include original pocket doors, cabinetry, parquet wood floors, crown moldings, 
wall panels, an indoor cast-iron grill converted to fireplace, a bar featuring a back-lit and etched 
mirror,  and the original master bath with a sunken tub and coved ceiling with crown moldings.  

The subject building was designed by Lawrence Bowman Clapp who designed the Gayley 
Terrace Apartments (HCM #363). Clapp designed the house for David Appel, president of 
Pacific Construction Finance Company, a family-owned home building company which offered 
design, build, and finance services from 1920 into the 1960s. Appel lived in the home until 1950. 
Clapp worked extensively with the Pacific Construction Finance Company, designing some of 
their model offerings and custom projects. The interior and exterior of the Appel House was 
used in sales brochures for the Pacific Construction Finance Company. 

Alterations include some reconfigurations of interior rooms, the replacement of all windows with 
reproductions, a hipped dormer added to the rear elevation, French doors added to the rear 
elevation, and a reconfiguration of the openings in the sun room at the rear elevation. 

CRITERIA 

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 

FINDINGS 

Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that 
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 
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All sections must be typed. 

I Property Identification 

Name: Reason for choosing name:

Street Address: City: Zip: 

Range of Addresses on Property: Council District: 

Assessor Parcel Number: Tract: Block: Lot: 

II Historic-Cultural Monument Criteria 

The proposed monument is a: 

Building Structure Object Site 
Natural 
Feature 

Other 

The proposed monument exemplifies the following Cultural Heritage Ordinance criteria (Sec. 22.171.7):

Reflects the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, state or community. 

Is identified  with historic personages 

Is identified  with important events in the main currents of national, state or local history 

Embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type specimen or is a notable work of a master builder, designer, 
or architect whose individual genius influenced their age. 

In a few sentences, state proposed monument’s significance and how  it satisfies the above criteria: 

III Current Historic Resource Identification: 

Is property listed in the national or state register? Yes 
National Register 

No 
California Register 

Is property located in a Historic Preservation Overlay Zone (HPOZ)? Yes 
Contributing feature 

No 
Non-contributing feature 

Has property been determined eligible for national, state, or local 
landmark status by other historic resource survey? 

Yes 
Name of survey: 

No 

Cultural Heritage Commission - Office of Historic Resources 

HI S TOR I C - CUL TURAL MONUMENT 
A P P L I C A T I ON F O RM 
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IV Construction History and Condition 

Year Built: Factual Estimated Condition: 

Architect/Designer: Contractor: 

Original use: Present use: 

Property is on original site Property was moved Unknown 

Site threats: 

Public works project Zoning Deterioration

Private development Vandalism None known 

List date and brief description of work done for major building permits (including original construction permit):

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

Describe any additional alterations not listed in table or provide further information about a specific alteration project(s).

Cultural Heritage Commission - Office of Historic Resources 

HI S TOR I C - CUL TURAL MONUMENT 
A P P L I C A T I ON F O RM 
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V Physical Description 

Architectural Style: Stories: Plan Shape: 

Exterior Finish: Trim Material: 

Roof Shape: Roof Material: 

Windows Type: Window Material: 

Entry Location:  Style: Door Material: 

Describe the building’s exterior, noting character-defining elements and original features: 

Cultural Heritage Commission - Office of Historic Resources 

HI S TOR I C - CUL TURAL MONUMENT 
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V Physical Description 

If applicable, list and describe character-defining features of the following: 

Major interior rooms and spaces: 

Secondary buildings or structures: 

Notable mature trees or other landscape features: 

Cultural Heritage Commission - Office of Historic Resources 

HI S TOR I C - CUL TURAL MONUMENT 
A P P L I C A T I ON F O RM 
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VII Contact Information 

Applicant 

Name: Title: 

Company/Business: 

Street Address: City: State: Zip: 

Phone Number: Email: 

Property Owner Information 

Name: Title: 

Company/Business: 

Street Address: City: State: Zip: 

Phone Number: Email: 

Nomination Preparer/Applicant’s Representative 

Name: Title: 

Company/Business: 

Street Address: City: State: Zip: 

Phone Number: Email: 

Checklist 
When you finish preparing your application, compile all documents in the order specified below.  You may provide 
additional material on a separate sheet, CD, or external drive.  However, entire application should not exceed 100 pages. 

1. Completed application form 

2. Two primary photos of property 

3. Supplementary written material  

4. Primary documents (newspaper articles, Sanborn maps, etc.) 

5. Historical and recent building permits 

6. Additional images 

7. Bibliography 

8. ZIMAS parcel report 

Date Completed: 

Cultural Heritage Commission - Office of Historic Resources 

HI S TOR I C - CUL TURAL MONUMENT 
A P P L I C A T I ON F O RM 
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VI Statement of Significance 

In a concise, factual, and well-organized description, explain your proposed monument’s historic, cultural, and and/or 
architectural significance.  Be sure to address the associated Cultural Heritage Ordinance criteria.

Sources: 

Cultural Heritage Commission - Office of Historic Resources 

HI S TOR I C - CUL TURAL MONUMENT 
A P P L I C A T I ON F O RM 



Appel Estate: 5730 Spring Oak Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90068 ~ Architect: Laurence B. Clapp ~ Built: 1938.  
Original Owner/Contractor: Pacific Construction Finance Co, Ltd. ~ Style: French Provincial/Hollywood Regency. 
Photo: © Anna Marie Brooks July 2014. 
 

 

5730 Spring Oak Drive, view south. 

 

5730 Spring Oak Drive, east and north elevations, view south-southwest. 



 The following information was to fill the box on the application’s page one which has 
ingrained typographical problems and has thus been submitted on this separate sheet. 

 The Appel House is an exemplar of French Provincial design courtesy of architect L. B. 
[Lawrence Bowman] Clapp. Built in 1938 the home in the Oaks has a fairly steep sloping hipped 
roof with opposing, non-conforming hips at either end. Original exterior design features are: 
diamond pane bay windows with carved wood swaging above and applied brick below; raised 
entry beneath metal canopy with cast metal post and original multi-panel entry door; multi-
pane windows with shutter embellishments; quoining; shed roof above garage with original 
metal post and replicated door; curved roof vents; patterned brick retaining walls, paths and 
steps to elevated entry. 

 Interior design motifs are: Foyer with parquet floor, cast plaster molding and multi-
panel entry door; step-down living room with original fireplace with cast embellishments and 
mirror with swaging, panel outlines, cast plaster deep molding of wood and plaster elements, 
diamond pane bay window with parquet floor, French doors to sun room; step down sun room 
with converted indoor BBQ to fireplace with original doors, original bar with west wall backlit 
Bacchanal mirror, and oval light above bar, French doors to south patio and stairs to new 
kitchen with original salvaged good from original kitchen; original powder room with complex 
tile floor, vanity and fixtures; pocket doors to dining room with dramatic parquet border, 
diamond pane bay window; breakfast room original cabinetry; original master bedroom with 
paneling outlines and chandelier;  original master bathroom with complex tile and original 
fixtures, hall vanity; original door knobs, light fixtures, cabinet knobs and handles.  

 Much original landscaping and topography exist. 

 The Appel House by architect L. B. Clapp, with HCM 363, the Gayley Avenue Apartments 
to his credit, is an exemplar of the French Provincial style.  

 

 

 



Alterations (continued from application, p.2) 

on the main floor was converted to single entry, but the tile, tub, sink, medicine cabinet and trim are 
original. All original doors have been preserved, including the pocket doors between foyer and dining 
room. Original hardware on all interior doors has been retained, and original light fixtures in dining 
room, living room, master bedroom, and bar have been rewired and reinstalled; three matching fixtures 
scattered throughout the house have been grouped together in the residential portion’s/private 
hallway. Built-in corner cabinets in breakfast room have been restored. All windows have been replaced 
with reproductions, and windows that had to be reconfigured for current code were kept the same size, 
shape, details and pattern of lights as the originals. 

A smooth coating of stucco, the original having suffered intrusion from water in/on the ground, was re-
applied to the exterior of the home. All metal work trim and the entry hood were stripped for later 
coating. All trim work within and without the home will be re-applied. The exterior is being retained as 
original, except as noted on the rear/south elevation.  Trees have been trimmed and various landscape 
plans are under consideration. 

 



VI. Statement of Significance (continued from p. 5 of application form)  

  

 

 The home was purchased from the second owners, the Spadafora family, who were pasta barons, 
in nearly original, but greatly deteriorated condition, in late 2012 by Peter B. Ellis, the son of an East 
coast architect. Peter had experience in rehabilitating another historic home for his family. The house is 
being fully rehabilitated as a stylistic exemplar of French Provincial.  

 The home is an outstanding example of the work of architect L. B. Clapp, born 1879, who was 
privately educated in his birthplace, Massachusetts. He graduated from the Cornel and from the 
Architectural program at Cornell University after winning design awards from the Society of Beaux Arts 
in New York City.  

 Clapp practiced architecture in Minneapolis, Minnesota, and in 1910 was elected president of the 
Minneapolis Architectural Club. He wrote articles for Keith’s Magazine on Home Building which was 
published in Minneapolis and distributed nationally.   

 This historian discovered that Clapp left Minneapolis to become a professional watercolorist 
having studied at Cornell, in Japan and Europe with well-known artists. It turns out that he had early 
visited California, going first to San Diego where preparations were underway for the Panama-Pacific 
Exposition of 1915 – 1917. The Minneapolis Tribune of Oct 25, 1914 stated that he was commissioned to 
make some water colors of various scenes at the Panama-Columbia Exposition in San Diego, California. 
An article about these works was found in The San Diego Union, March 4, 1914. 

  In 1914 he returned to Minneapolis with an exhibition of watercolors of California and Alaska 
where he had also traveled. 



 By 1920 Clapp was established as an architect in Chicago, where he married wife Rose. He also 
exhibited watercolors there. 

 Clapp received his certificate to practice architecture in California in 1927. He and his wife made 
their home in Santa Barbara where he opened an office in 1931 according to an announcement in The 
Architect and Engineer, May 1931. 

 He designed the Appel House which was built in 1938 by the Pacific Construction Finance 
Company and deeded to the company’s president, David Appel, who lived there with his family until 
1950. He also designed various other buildings in the Pacific Construction Finance Company portfolio.  

 Clapp designed HCM 363 in 1940. The Gayley Terrace Apartments, a well-known Spanish 
Colonial Revival building containing 20-units, at the corner of Gayley and Weyburn avenues in 
Westwood, were designed by L. B. Clapp. The apartments were described by Dean Murphy in the Los 
Angeles Times on June 23, 1988, as, “The epitome of what the Janss Company envisioned as the 
residential component of its ‘Mediterranean’ village.” The Gayley Terrace Aments were declared a 
Historic-Cultural Monument  in 1988. 

 Among other of Clapp’s designs are the Mediterranean Revival Bronfeld home at 1936 N. 
Western Ave. in 1936; the Singer home in Colonial Revival style at 5721 Spring Oak Terrace in 1939; the 
duplex at 1127 3rd Avenue, built in 1938; the house at 2703 South Hobart Drive, constructed in 1939; the 
commercial property at 5660 Hollywood Blvd which was constructed by the Pacific Construction Finance 
Company in 1922; as well as the commercial property at 3881 West 6th Street which was built in 1923.  

 He further designed the Surfrider Motel at 23033 Pacific Coast Highway, Malibu, CA. The motel 
complex was built by the Pacific Construction Finance Company, Inc. in 1953. It has since been 
transformed into 19 single units and a one bedroom, one bath unit with 300 feet of unobstructed ocean 
front views, known as the Malibu Surfrider Apartments.  

 Clapp’s designs for small homes were featured by the Construction Primer Information Bureau 
located at 6121 W 3rd Street, Los Angeles, in 1942. 

 According to the Santa Monica City Directory Clapp and his wife were living in Santa Monica in 
1952. Lawrence B. Clapp died April 27, 1956, at age 76.  

Background: 

 The creation of the Appel House by architect L. B. Clapp and the Pacific Construction Finance 
Co., Ltd. for its president David Appel is a moment in the story of an immigrant family named Apple who 
entered the United States, via steerage class, aboard the SS Cymric in 1905, shepherded by father and 
mother, Simon and Kate, both parents having been born in Russia. Their name was changed to Appel in 
the process, with other variations along the way. The family with children David (born in England); 
Israel, AKA Erwin; and Morris, AKA Morrie; and Sarah settled in Cleveland, where three additional 
children were born: Mildred, Evelyn and Albert. All became United States citizens. David Appel went to 
New York City to work in a steel plant. He moved to Texas for his wife's health where he partially built 
homes financed by Simon, then turned them over to the new owner to place exterior finishes and to 
complete the interior finishes.  



David moved to Los Angeles where he invited family members to join him to found a company which 
would design, finance, and construct homes, apartments, commercial structures and other investment 
properties in a wide variety of styles adapted to Southern California living. He had offices in Hollywood 
(Sunset & Winona) and South Los Angeles (on Western Ave.), as well as others along the way, where 
were displayed sketches, plans and miniature model homes in a 3-D town of the company's homes (see 
"Living the Southern California Way," attached). It became known the Pacific Construction Finance 
Company, Ltd. David was the director of sales and finance; Erwin, the estimator and manager of the 
construction crews; Morris supervised the plumbing crews; Albert handled purchasing; Mildred was in 
charge of all insurances; Evelyn's husband, Mat Yanoff, whose name later became Mat Young, was the 
office manager. The company employed an in-house designer (architects L. B. Clapp and Charles E. Du 
Bois designed for them in later times); 1 or 2 draftsmen, a full-time bookkeeper, a receptionist and 
telephone operator, a sales force of 1 to 3, and a construction crew of approximately 50. 

The company, like many others, closed during World War II and re-opened immediately following it. 
Pacific Construction Finance Company was one of the first companies to build Title 608 projects--large 
apartment houses financed by the government. They were also among the first to build subdivision homes 
in the San Fernando Valley. Earl Appel wrote, "I can remember when they would sell out an entire 
subdivision of about 100 homes in a single weekend, in Encino, at a  little over $5,000.00 each." They 
advertised regularly in the various town and smaller city newspapers surrounding Los Angeles. The 
company also had a baseball team which played others in Los Angeles. 

In 1950 the company was re-incorporated as Pacific Construction Finance Company, Inc. The early death 
of Albert Appel, David's brother and business partner, in 1950 at age 42, placed the family in a tailspin. 
For the next three years the company was helmed by Matt Yanoff. David Appel resumed the presidency 
of the company in 1953. Around 1960, David passed the presidency to his son, Earl. The company still 
exists as a management firm for some of the properties which it built. The current president is Scott 
Goodman, son of the late Marlene Goodman, David Appel's daughter.  

When the sons of the fathers who composed the Pacific Construction Finance Company came of age they 
entered building construction, but not in a single company as their father had desired. Shelly (Irwin's son) 
focused on industrial and commercial projects, including the Empire West Apartments, later to be 
transformed into condos. Don, Albert's son, developed apartments and condos. Earl, David's son, 
eventually became president of Pacific Construction Finance Company, Inc. and also built the first condo 
complex in Westwood in 1964. Earl's brother, Richard, graduated from the Architecture program at USC 
and worked on the Lonchamps racetrack in Paris; designed the city of Claremont Public Library; and did 
several hospital additions for St. Bernadine Hospital at San Bernardino and for St. Mary's Hospital at 
Long Beach. David Appel died in 1995.  

 The Appels and their design, finance, construction company, Pacific Construction Finance 
Company, Inc. were a part of the southern California economy from 1920 to the present. It is a now a 
leasing firm for buildings previously constructed by the company. 

 Peter Ellis’ wife, Nanci Katz Ellis has a parallel history to the Appels:  

  My family are Jewish immigrants from Eastern Europe (I’m second generation).   
 After coming to New York from Hungary, my grandfather, who was a horse trader in 



 the old country and became a butcher in Brooklyn, began buying residential apartment  
 buildings in Brooklyn. His two sons (my father and uncle) took over the business, expanding 
 it greatly to the other boroughs and to shopping centers and office buildings around the 
 country.  And now our third generation (myself, my siblings and my cousins) have expanded 
 the business into constructing new buildings that we will retain ownership of and be renting  
 as residential apartments. We have always maintained "class A" buildings and as part of our 
 business model, look for undervalued or poorly managed properties that can be made to  
 shine. Our family business was featured in the New York Times (April 2, 1995) when we 
 purchased a building that had been built as a condo but went bankrupt. We were the first  
 to turn it into a residential rental property though there were no laws governing this  
 transfer because it hadn't been done. It became one of our most successful properties.  
 The reason we could even contemplate affording such a project was because of the real  
 estate business started by my grandfather. I know this sounds cheesy, but even though  
 my father passed, I could imagine him, every step of the way, adoring that we had  
 undertaken restoring this house. I know he would have loved to have been here for it.  
         --Nanci 
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Four-Unit Homes Gaining Popularity
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Now you got me curious, so I did a little research of my own.  From what I can piece together 
from the internet is as follows: Dad, David Appel (AKA Dave Appel, AKA “DA” in the office and 
to all family and friends) was born in London 7/28/1901.  He had 2 brothers, Israel, AKA Erwin, 
and Morris, AKA Morrie and 1 sister Sarah.  They lived in Whitechapel just before departing to 
the U.S. aboard the SS Cymric (in steerage class) on 12/28/1905 with their mother 
Kate.    Simon, my grandfather departed for the U.S. 2 weeks earlier and arrived in Canada, and 
entered the U.S. through New York then on to Cleveland Ohio.  The ships passenger list has 
them listed as “Appel” (although there were other documents listing them as “Apple”, “Appell”, 
and even “Appelle”).  My guess is they always referred to themselves as “Appel” but 
communication problems and errors by some government officials caused the variation in the 
spelling.  Nevertheless they arrived in Boston on 1/6/1906 and then set off for Cleveland Ohio. 

  

Simon and Kate had 3 more children while living in Cleveland:  Mildred, Evelyn and Albert.  My 
father graduated high school in Cleveland and then spent some time working in a steel plant in 
New York before moving to El Paso Texas in the early 1920s.  I vaguely remember being told 
that they moved to El Paso due to Sarah’s health.  This is where Dad started his career as a 
builder.  Simon financed Dad as he built and sold partially completed homes.  (The buyer would 
then complete the interiors and the finish.)  After about 3 years Dad moved to Los Angeles 
where he contracted to build homes, motels and small apartment building s.  He eventually 
brought his entire family out to join in his business.  Dad was head of sales and financing, Erwin 
was the estimator and ran the construction crews, Morrie ran the plumbing crews, Albert 
handled the purchasing, Mildred handled all the insurance, and Evelyn’s husband Mat Yanoff 
(later changed to Mat Young) was the office manager.  He also employed an in-house designer, 
1 or 2 draftsmen, a full time bookkeeper, a receptionist and telephone operator,  a sales force of 
1-3 and a construction crew of about 50+/-.   They shut down during WW2 and opened up again 
immediately after the war.  They were one of the first building companies to build government 
financed large apartment complexes (known under the title of “608”).  They were also among 
the firsts to build subdivision home in the San Fernando Valley.  I can remember when they 
would sell out an entire subdivision of about 100 homes in a single weekend in Encino for a little 
over $5,000.00 each. 

  

Albert died at an early age in 1950, and that put everyone into a tailspin.  Dad stopped building 
until Don (Albert’s son), Shelly (Erwin’s Son) and I became of age to enter the construction 
business of our own.  This is where Dad’s vision of an Appel dynasty in construction 
ended.  Instead we all went our own separate ways.  Shelly focused on Commercial and 
Industrial  projects including the famed Empire West Apartments (later condominiums),  Don 
developed some apartment complexes and I ended up building apartments and 
condominiums.  I actually built the first condominium complex in Westwood in 1964.  My brother 
Richard Graduated architecture at USC an later worked on Lon champs racetrack in 
Paris,  designed the Public Library for the City of Claremont, and did several hospital addition 
for St. Bernadine’s Hospital in San Bernardino, and St. Mary’s Hospital in Long Beach. 

  

































Appel Estate: 5730 Spring Oak Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90068 ~ Architect: Laurence B. Clapp ~ Built: 1938.  
Original Owner/Contractor: Pacific Construction Finance Co, Ltd. ~ Archival Material. 

 

David Appel, First Owner & 
President, Pacific Construction Finance Co, Ltd. 

 

 

David Appel, First Owner & 
President, Pacific Construction Finance Co, Ltd. 

 



Appel Estate: 5730 Spring Oak Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90068 ~ Architect: Laurence B. Clapp ~ Built: 1938. 
Original Owner/Contractor: Pacific Construction Finance Co, Ltd. ~ As purchased photos: © MLS. 

Appel Estate: After the home was completed, creaking was heard. A structural engineer 
 determined it had been built on improperly compacted landfill. The house was jacked up, slid 
along scaffolding built on the lot to the west [part of the estate]; and caissons were poured; 

the foundation was rebuilt. The home was then conveyed back to its foundation. View south. 

Original step-down sun room: West end wet bar and entry; north wall barbecue; original 
ceiling electric fixture; view west. 



Appel Estate: 5730 Spring Oak Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90068 ~ Architect: Laurence B. Clapp ~ Built: 1938.  
Original Owner/Contractor: Pacific Construction Finance Co ~ David Appel, President ~ Archival Material. 

Original kitchen: East tiled wall, window, cabinets and sink; 
south tiled wall entry; view southeast. 

Original den: Paneled north wall and east wall with built-in 
bookcase. 



Appel Estate: 5730 Spring Oak Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90068 ~ Architect: Laurence B. Clapp ~ Built: 1938.  
Original Owner/Contractor: Pacific Construction Finance Co, Ltd. ~ As purchased photos: © MLS. 

 

Original den: Paneled, diagonal fireplace with plain firebox, two drapery-covered  
south windows; west paneled wall, view south. 

 

 

Original den: Wood-paneled room with diagonal fireplace; Appel family sitting before it. 
L-R: Dorothy Amiel (Juliette's mother); Juliette Appel (Dave's wife); Earl Appel (Dave's son);  

Dave Appel. View southeast. 



Appel Estate: 5730 Spring Oak Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90068 ~ Architect: Laurence B. Clapp ~ Built: 1938.  
Original Owner/Contractor: Pacific Construction Finance Co, Ltd. ~ Archival Material. 
 

 

 

A rendering of the Appel Estate, minus additional land, appeared on the cover of one of the  
Pacific Construction Finance Company’s brochures. 

 



Appel Estate: 5730 Spring Oak Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90068 ~ Architect: Laurence B. Clapp ~ Built: 1938.  
Original Owner/Contractor: Pacific Construction Finance Co, Ltd. ~ Archival photos: Appel Archive. 

 

From Living the Southern California Way: A promotional brochure of the Pacific Construction  
Finance Co. Inc., depicting the original Appel Estate entry, upper right, and the south lawn  

and elevation at the bottom right, pg. 19. 



Appel Estate: 5730 Spring Oak Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90068 ~ Architect: Laurence B. Clapp ~ Built: 1938. 
Original Owner/Contractor: Pacific Construction Finance Co, Ltd. ~ Archival photos: Appel Archive. 

From Living the Southern California Way: Top photo depicts original sunroom, pg. 18.  
The publication was a promotional brochure for the Pacific Construction Finance Co., Inc. 



Appel Estate: 5730 Spring Oak Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90068 ~ Architect: Laurence B. Clapp ~ Built: 1938 ~ 
Original Owner/Contractor: Pacific Construction Finance Co, Ltd. ~ Style: French Provincial/Hollywood Regency ~ Photos: © Anna Marie Brooks July 2014. 

 

 

Original foyer: From dining room doorway to partial sunken  
living room entry; restored entry door and entry to original  

powder room; original cast plaster molding, restored parquet  
floor, view northwest. 

 

Original foyer: Restored original ceiling fixture; cast plaster 
molding, silk fabric covered walls, restored parquet floor  

leading east to dining room paired pocket doors; restored  
floor & parquet border. 



Appel Estate: 5730 Spring Oak Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90068 ~ Architect: Laurence B. Clapp ~ Built: 1938.  
Original Owner/Contractor: Pacific Construction Finance Co, Ltd. ~ Style: French Provincial/Hollywood Regency. 
Photo: © Anna Marie Brooks July 2014. 
 

 

Original sunken living room: South wall; west wall with open door to private quarters;  
Original paneling borders & moldings, original sconces on north wall, view west. 

 

 
 

Original sunken living room: North wall restored diamond pane curved bay window; 
Restored parquet and regular flooring, restored sconces, view northeast. 



Appel Estate: 5730 Spring Oak Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90068 ~ Architect: Laurence B. Clapp ~ Built: 1938.  
Original Owner/Contractor: Pacific Construction Finance Co, Ltd. ~ Style: French Provincial/Hollywood Regency. 
Photo: © Anna Marie Brooks July 2014. 
 

 

Original sunken living room: North wall w/ original mail retrieval cover; view to foyer & 
dining room at east; south wall original paired French doors to sunken sun room,  

partial fireplace; original panel outlines &molding, restored floors; original heating grilles. 
 

 

Original sunken living room: South wall two sets paired French doors to sunken sun  
room w/ original bar at west, original fireplace, mirror, swaging, panel outlines, doors,  

sconces; west living room wall with door to private quarters; restored floors, view south. 



Appel Estate: 5730 Spring Oak Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90068 ~ Architect: Laurence B. Clapp ~ Built: 1938.  
Original Owner/Contractor: Pacific Construction Finance Co, Ltd. ~ Style: French Provincial/Hollywood Regency. 
Photo: © Anna Marie Brooks July 2014. 
 

 

Sunken sun room: South wall; original bar at west wall, hall to private areas; original  
barbecue in north wall as a fireplace; open one of a pair of French doors to living room,  

view west. 
 

 

Sunken sun room: North wall with one of paired original French doors to living room; view  
east through to elevated kitchen east and south walls; restored floor, south wall. 



Appel Estate: 5730 Spring Oak Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90068 ~ Architect: Laurence B. Clapp ~ Built: 1938.  
Original Owner/Contractor: Pacific Construction Finance Co, Ltd. ~ Style: French Provincial/Hollywood Regency. 
Photo: © Anna Marie Brooks July 2014. 

Bar detail: Original overhead light fixture. 

Bar detail: Original back lit mirror with Dionysus toasting the grapes and grains at rear of bar. 



Appel Estate: 5730 Spring Oak Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90068 ~ Architect: Laurence B. Clapp ~ Built: 1938 ~ 
Original Owner/Contractor: Pacific Construction Finance Co, Ltd. ~ Style: French Provincial/Hollywood Regency ~ Photos: © Anna Marie Brooks July 2014. 

 

 

Sun room: Original indoor barbecue, with gates, 
converted to fireplace. 

 

Sun room: Interior of original indoor barbecue converted 
 to fireplace, gates open. 



Appel Estate: 5730 Spring Oak Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90068 ~ Architect: Laurence B. Clapp ~ Built: 1938.  
Original Owner/Contractor: Pacific Construction Finance Co, Ltd. ~ Style: French Provincial/Hollywood Regency. 
Photo: © Anna Marie Brooks July 2014. 
 

 

Original dining room: East wall; south wall open door to breakfast room then butler’s  
pantry/office; west wall pocket door to foyer; restored floor and parquet border,  

chandelier, doors, windows, molding, view south. 
 

 

Original dining room: Open pocket door to foyer and pass-thru, original molding &  
heating grille, restored floor and parquet border; north wall portion of diamond bay  

window; view west. 



Appel Estate: 5730 Spring Oak Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90068 ~ Architect: Laurence B. Clapp ~ Built: 1938.  
Original Owner/Contractor: Pacific Construction Finance Co, Ltd. ~ Style: French Provincial/Hollywood Regency. 
Photo: © Anna Marie Brooks July 2014. 
 

 

Original dining room: Portion west wall; north restored diamond pane bay window guarded by  
feline Olive; portion east wall; restored chandelier & floor w/ parquet border,  view north. 

 

 
 

Dining room detail: Corner restored parquet border of floor. 



Appel Estate: 5730 Spring Oak Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90068 ~ Architect: Laurence B. Clapp ~ Built: 1938 ~ 
Original Owner/Contractor: Pacific Construction Finance Co, Ltd. ~ Style: French Provincial/Hollywood Regency ~ Photos: © Anna Marie Brooks July 2014. 

Original breakfast room: Partial view of one-of-two original  
corner breakfronts w/ view through office/butler’s pantry & 

laundry room to rear exit to south lawn, view south. 

Original breakfast room: One-of-two original corner  
breakfronts at northeast corner, original window, view north. 



Appel Estate: 5730 Spring Oak Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90068 ~ Architect: Laurence B. Clapp ~ Built: 1938.  
Original Owner/Contractor: Pacific Construction Finance Co, Ltd. ~ Style: French Provincial/Hollywood Regency. 
Photo: © Anna Marie Brooks July 2014. 

Master bedroom: Partial east wall; south wall entry to south lawn; west wall; 
restored floor, panel outlines, doors, moldings & chandelier, view south. 

Master bedroom: West wall with door to hall w/ vanity at west and master  
bathroom at south; north wall with original grille closet door, paneling outlines; 

original chandelier and restored floor, view northwest 



Appel Estate: 5730 Spring Oak Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90068 ~ Architect: Laurence B. Clapp ~ Built: 1938 ~ 
Original Owner/Contractor: Pacific Construction Finance Co, Ltd. ~ Style: French Provincial/Hollywood Regency ~ Photos: © Anna Marie Brooks July 2014. 

Original master bathroom: Open north wall door; east wall  
w/ original sink, paneling, stylized Corinthian piers,   

sconces, tile floor with aluminum inset between tile floor & 
tile border; south wall window; west wall water closet,  

view south.  

Original master bathroom: West wall water closet; step 
up to sunken tub inset in paneling outlines and fronted 
by stylized Corinthian piers; original handle of shower  

stall, diagonal tile floor, inset aluminum, square set tile  
border, view south. 



Appel Estate: 5730 Spring Oak Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90068 ~ Architect: Laurence B. Clapp ~ Built: 1938 ~ 
Original Owner/Contractor: Pacific Construction Finance Co, Ltd. ~ Style: French Provincial/Hollywood Regency ~ Photos: © Anna Marie Brooks July 2014. 

 

 

Original powder room: Original diagonal tile work w/  
aluminum border & square set tile work border; casement  
window in west wall, original sink, commode, glass vanity, 

mirror, paired sconces at north wall, view northwest  
from foyer. 

 

Original powder room: Original diagonal tile work w/  
aluminum border & square set tile work border; glass  
vanity, mirror, paired sconces at north wall, east wall; 
south wall open original door of foyer, view northeast.  



Appel Estate: 5730 Spring Oak Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90068 ~ Architect: Laurence B. Clapp ~ Built: 1938 ~ 
Original Owner/Contractor: Pacific Construction Finance Co, Ltd. ~ Style: French Provincial/Hollywood Regency ~ Photos: © Anna Marie Brooks July 2014. 

 

 

Original first floor bathroom: West wall original tile work, 
 mirror, view west. 

 

Original first floor bathroom: East & south walls original tile 
Work, hardware, view southeast. 



Appel Estate: 5730 Spring Oak Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90068 ~ Architect: Laurence B. Clapp ~ Built: 1938 ~ 
Original Owner/Contractor: Pacific Construction Finance Co, Ltd. ~ Style: French Provincial/Hollywood Regency ~ Photos: © Anna Marie Brooks July 2014. 

 

 

 Original stairs, “Frenchified,” to second floor. 

 

 

Hall to private quarters: Living room south wall; open door 
to hall, railing indicates stairs at southwest, west bedroom; 

living room  west wall, view west, 



Appel Estate: 5730 Spring Oak Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90068 ~ Architect: Laurence B. Clapp ~ Built: 1938.  
Original Owner/Contractor: Pacific Construction Finance Co, Ltd. ~ Style: French Provincial/Hollywood Regency. 
Photo: © Anna Marie Brooks July 2014. 
 

 

Original hall to private quarters, detail: Restored light fixtures. 

 

Original master bedroom, detail: Restored chandelier. 



Appel Estate: 5730 Spring Oak Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90068 ~ Architect: Laurence B. Clapp ~ Built: 1938 ~ 
Original Owner/Contractor: Pacific Construction Finance Co, Ltd. ~ Style: French Provincial/Hollywood Regency ~ Photos: © Anna Marie Brooks July 2014. 

 

 

Original glass door knob utilized on many doors in home. 

 

 

Rocco brass knob found on one door in home. 



Appel Estate: 5730 Spring Oak Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90068 ~ Architect: Laurence B. Clapp ~ Built: 1938 ~ 
Original Owner/Contractor: Pacific Construction Finance Co, Ltd. ~ Style: French Provincial/Hollywood Regency ~ Photos: © Anna Marie Brooks July 2014. 

 

 

Original, restored open-work potted plant corner piece and 
supports for scalloped porch awning, view northwest across 

brick porch, steps and walkway. 

 

Original, restored open-work potted plant support for garage, 
At base of brick retaining wall, view south. 

 



Appel Estate: 5730 Spring Oak Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90068 ~ Architect: Laurence B. Clapp ~ Built: 1938.  
Original Owner/Contractor: Pacific Construction Finance Co, Ltd. ~ Style: French Provincial/Hollywood Regency. 
Photo: © Anna Marie Brooks July 2014. 

South elevation of master bedroom, exterior, view north. 

South elevation of residence: Master bedroom, sun room, kitchen, laundry. Original  
chimney forms, metal vents, original faux widow’s walk; replaced roof, view northeast. 



Appel Estate: 5730 Spring Oak Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90068 ~ Architect: Laurence B. Clapp ~ Built: 1938.  
Original Owner/Contractor: Pacific Construction Finance Co, Ltd. ~ Style: French Provincial/Hollywood Regency. 
Photo: © Anna Marie Brooks July 2014. 
 

 

Partial north façade and west  elevation of home from west, to be developed, yard,  
view southeast. 

 

 

West elevation of home from west lawn under development, view east. 
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PARCEL PROFILE REPORT
 Address/Legal Information

 PIN Number 154-5A191 242

 Lot/Parcel Area (Calculated) 9,769.7 (sq ft)

 Thomas Brothers Grid PAGE  593 - GRID  G2

 Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5580022004

 Tract TR 11163

 Map Reference M B 200-16/17

 Block None

 Lot 4

 Arb (Lot Cut Reference) None

 Map Sheet 154-5A191

 Jurisdictional Information

 Community Plan Area Hollywood

 Area Planning Commission Central

 Neighborhood Council Hollywood United

 Council District CD 4 - Tom LaBonge

 Census Tract # 1893.00

 LADBS District Office Los Angeles Metro

 Planning and Zoning Information

 Special Notes None

 Zoning R1-1D

 Zoning Information (ZI) ZI-2384 The Oaks

 General Plan Land Use Low II Residential

 General Plan Footnote(s) Yes

 Hillside Area (Zoning Code) Yes

 Baseline Hillside Ordinance Yes

 Baseline Mansionization Ordinance No

 Specific Plan Area None

 Special Land Use / Zoning None

 Design Review Board No

 Historic Preservation Review No

 Historic Preservation Overlay Zone None

 Other Historic Designations None

 Other Historic Survey Information None

 Mills Act Contract None

 POD - Pedestrian Oriented Districts None

 CDO - Community Design Overlay None

 NSO - Neighborhood Stabilization Overlay No

 Streetscape No

 Sign District No

 Adaptive Reuse Incentive Area None

 CRA - Community Redevelopment Agency None

 Central City Parking No

 Downtown Parking No

 Building Line None

 500 Ft School Zone No

 500 Ft Park Zone No

PROPERTY ADDRESSES

5730 W SPRING OAK DR

5731 W SPRING OAK TER

 

ZIP CODES

90068

 

RECENT ACTIVITY

None

 

CASE NUMBERS

CPC-2009-2949-HD

CPC-2007-2065-ICO

ORD-181136

ORD-179814

ENV-2009-2950-ND

 

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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 Assessor Information

 Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5580022004

 APN Area (Co. Public Works)* 0.332 (ac)

 Use Code 0100 - Single Residence

 Assessed Land Val. $655,452

 Assessed Improvement Val. $520,200

 Last Owner Change 05/23/12

 Last Sale Amount $1,300,013

 Tax Rate Area 13

 Deed Ref No. (City Clerk) 888887

  763992

  207579-80

  1484203

 Building 1  

      Year Built 1938

      Building Class D85C

      Number of Units 1

      Number of Bedrooms 4

      Number of Bathrooms 4

      Building Square Footage 3,745.0 (sq ft)

 Building 2 No data for building 2

 Building 3 No data for building 3

 Building 4 No data for building 4

 Building 5 No data for building 5

 Additional Information

 Airport Hazard None

 Coastal Zone None

 Farmland Area Not Mapped

 Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone Yes

 Fire District No. 1 No

 Flood Zone None

 Watercourse No

 Hazardous Waste / Border Zone Properties No

 Methane Hazard Site None

 High Wind Velocity Areas No

 Special Grading Area (BOE Basic Grid Map A-
13372)

Yes

 Oil Wells None

 Seismic Hazards

 Active Fault Near-Source Zone  

      Nearest Fault (Distance in km) Within Fault Zone

      Nearest Fault (Name) Hollywood Fault

      Region Transverse Ranges and Los Angeles Basin

      Fault Type B

      Slip Rate (mm/year) 1

      Slip Geometry Left Lateral - Reverse - Oblique

      Slip Type Poorly Constrained

      Down Dip Width (km) 14

      Rupture Top 0

      Rupture Bottom 13

      Dip Angle (degrees) 70

      Maximum Magnitude 6.4

 Alquist-Priolo Fault Zone No

 Landslide No

 Liquefaction Yes

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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 Tsunami Inundation Zone No

 Economic Development Areas

 Business Improvement District None

 Renewal Community No

 Revitalization Zone None

 State Enterprise Zone None

 State Enterprise Zone Adjacency No

 Targeted Neighborhood Initiative None

 Public Safety

 Police Information  

      Bureau West

           Division / Station Hollywood

                Reporting District 629

 Fire Information  

      Division 3

           Batallion 5

                District / Fire Station 82

      Red Flag Restricted Parking No

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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CASE SUMMARIES
Note: Information for case summaries is retrieved from the Planning Department's Plan Case Tracking System (PCTS) database.

Case Number: CPC-2009-2949-HD

Required Action(s): HD-HEIGHT DISTRICT

Project Descriptions(s): THE PROPOSED PROJECT INVOLVES A HEIGHT DISTRICT CHANGE OF 1200 PARCELS WITHIN THE OAKS NEIGHBORHOOD
STUDY AREA.  
THE PURPOSE OF THE PROJECT IS TO PROTECT THE HILLSIDE NEIGHBORHOOD'S CHARACTER FROM OUT OF SCALE
DEVELOPMENT AND PRESERVE THE NEIGHBORHOOD'S SENSITIVE HILLSIDE ENVIRONMENT.

Case Number: CPC-2007-2065-ICO

Required Action(s): ICO-INTERIM CONTROL ORDINANCE

Project Descriptions(s): INTERIM CONTROL ORDINANCE

Case Number: ENV-2009-2950-ND

Required Action(s): ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project Descriptions(s): THE PROPOSED PROJECT INVOLVES A HEIGHT DISTRICT CHANGE OF 1200 PARCELS WITHIN THE OAKS NEIGHBORHOOD
STUDY AREA.  
THE PURPOSE OF THE PROJECT IS TO PROTECT THE HILLSIDE NEIGHBORHOOD'S CHARACTER FROM OUT OF SCALE
DEVELOPMENT AND PRESERVE THE NEIGHBORHOOD'S SENSITIVE HILLSIDE ENVIRONMENT.

 

DATA NOT AVAILABLE
ORD-181136

ORD-179814

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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ZIMAS PUBLIC Generalized Zoning 10/20/2013
City of Los Angeles

Department of City Planning

Address: 5730 W SPRING OAK DR Tract: TR 11163 Zoning: R1-1D

APN: 5580022004 Block: None General Plan: Low II Residential

PIN #: 154-5A191 242 Lot: 4  

 Arb: None  

Streets Copyright (c) Thomas Brothers Maps, Inc.
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	Name1: Appel House
	Dropdown34: [Former residence of notable person(s)]
	Street Address: 5730 Spring Oak Drive
	City: Los Angeles
	Zip1: 90068
	Range of Addresses on Property:        5730 West Spring Oak Drive & 5731 West Spring Oak Terrace
	Council District: 4
	Tract:                           TR11163
	Assessor Parcel Number: 5580-022-004
	Block: None
	Lot: 4
	Proposedmonmentis: Oth
	Crit1: Off
	Crit3: Off
	Crit2: Off
	Crit4: Yes
	Few sentences: 
	REGISTER: Choice2
	HPOZ: Choice4
	survey: Choice5
	Nation: Off
	Ca: Off
	Contrib: Off
	NOncontrib: Off
	Name of Sur: Los Feliz Improvement Assn. Historical Survey
	1: 1937
	2: 1938
	3: 1939
	4: 1948
	5: 1950
	6: 2012
	7: 
	8: 2013
	Describe any additional projects not listed in table or provide further information about a specific projectsRow1: The site is undergoing rehabilitation, having been purchased in almost original, but greatly deteriorated
condition. All original features were photographed and preserved. Parts of the home were taken to studs and the roof was removed; replacement roof retained the original roof's pitch and curved edges at eaves. Kitchen became the  butler's pantry; laundry room became laundry room plus half-bath; original den perimeter frames kitchen. On the south elevation, French doors were added to the master bedroom; windows & doors of sun room were reconfigured; hipped dormer added to south second floor of west window at the original maid's suite, retained. Office/storage room added in space beneath eaves, next to original maid's rooms. Inlaid & parquet floors left in place, protected, as was living room fireplace, the cast moldings in the dining room, breakfast room, foyer and coves in master bedroom and living room. Sun room fireplace shortened with metal trimmed fire screen rehabilitated and reinstalled. Living room, dining room, breakfast room, foyer, powder room and master bath will be finished as original including master tub, sink, plumbing fixtures; original wet bar retained. Jack & Jill bath
	Text17: 1938
	Dropdown24: [Excellent, when rehabilitation complete]
	ArchitecturalDescript: Choice7
	ArchitectDesigner: L. B. [Laurence Bowman] Clapp
	Original use: Single  Family Residence
	Contractor: Pacific Construction Finance Co., Inc.
	Present use: Single Family Residence
	Property was moved explanation: 
	Public Works: Off
	Zoning: Off
	Deterioriation: Yes
	Private Devel: Off
	Vandalism: Off
	None Known: Off
	Text4: Construct 8 room 1 story residence & garage on concrete foundation of stucco on wood frame w/ wood section.
	Text5: Add interior tile; Move house on same lot, install new foundation, move house back on foundation.
	Text6: Add 1 bedroom & 1 toilet room; Erection of building that no longer exists, if it was ever built.
	Text7: Convert service porch into kitchen addition; add maid's quarters  & new service porch. 
	Text8: Termite control work.
	Text9: Create 11'-8" x 12'-7" storage rm. in attic space to enlarge 2nd floor & remodel interior/exterior & add 2 bedrms.
	Text10: new windows/doors; Chimney repair for house per LA City Standard Details. GPI to add to SFD & site grading.
	Text11: Supplemental permit to revise architectural and structural plans. No new additions.
	Describe the buildings exterior noting characterdefining elements and original featuresRow1: The Appel Estate is an irregular plan SFR of one-plus stories of vertical narrow bat & board wood siding with horizontal reverse scallop  trim above and applied brick lower course primarily on the projecting north wing.  Casement windows with diamond panes form a curved bay window at the north facade of the east wing.  A small bath window is to the east of the off-center, raised, recessed 6-panel wood door sited beneath a scallops and points metal hood which is supported by an open floral metal post in the central smooth stucco main section with a larger diamond-pane curved-bay window in the central section with applied brick beneath. Two multi-pane, wood shutter-clad windows border the quoining at the west corner. The recessed west wing has a window near the east corner and a centered window with a box form beneath. The west elevation rectangular hip dormer with four multi-pane double-hung windows within it and a small curved projecting vent to either side of the dormer highlight the west roof. The lower floor, two northern-most  casement windows are original. On the south elevation of the west wing there is a small bathroom casement; two other windows in the master bedroom. At the east 
elevation of the west wing is an off-center shallow bay of casements. Within the main southern section are two original chimneys; one at the west end and one to the south. The opening in the south elevation have been rehabilitated. The openings in the east facade are still the same in number, but some of them have been rehabilitated.
In addition, there is a brick retaining wall at the south, separating the upper yard from the lower yard.
It is topped by a metal fence of simple Gothic arches. There is also a retaining wall mid-way along the east property border. No one whom this historian dealt with, nor the building permits, provide an understanding of what that, at some point, may have received, nor of what it was intended to receive, if anything.
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	Architectural Style:                         French Provincial
	Major interior rooms and spaces: Foyer: Original wood 6-panel entry door; cast molding at ceiling; pocket doors to dining room.
Powder room: Original  vanity, diagonally tiled floor with metal trim strip and squared tile border, original plumbing fixtures.
Dining room: North diamond-pane curved bay window with pull-down screens; west wall pocket doors.
Breakfast room: Original diagonal cabinetry in northeast and southeast corners.
Butler's pantry, to south of dining room. 
Laundry room/half-bath to south of butler's pantry.
Kitchen: Between breakfast room and  step-down sun room. 
Step-down sun room: Rehabilitated barbecue/fireplace in north wall with original cover; west wall original wet bar.
Step-down living room: Original fireplace on south wall with swagging over mirror above it; ribbon panel tracery all four walls; curved bay of diamond-pane casements with pull-down screens;  west wall entry to private hallway to private rooms. 
Master bedroom at  south: Ribbon panel tracery all walls; shallow bay window centered on east wall.
Master bathroom, off original vanity at west wall, to the south: Small window at south wall; ribbon tracery all walls; diagonal stall shower and step-up bathtub in nook on west wall; Shaped sink with shaped metal legs on east wall with mirror; coved ceiling; diamond tiled floor with metal strip inset.
North bathroom: All original fixtures, medicine cabinet, tiles. 
North bedroom: Original windows in west and north walls.
Maid's suite, second floor: Maintain originals footprints.
Garage: Two car with original windows at west; door being rehabilitated. "California cellar" to east of garage.
Stairs upward from garage with landing which has general rehabilitated (major mold infestation) storage/workroom off it to the south.
















	Secondary buildings or structures: None.
	Notable mature trees or other landscape features: Magnolia, Italian pine, grapefruit, orange, pear, tangerine and two jacaranda trees.
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	In a concise factual and wellorganized description explain your proposed monuments historic cultural and andor architectural significance  Please address the associated Cultural Heritage Ordinance criteriaRow1: The Appel House, designed by L. B. [Lawrence Bowman] Clapp is located in The Oaks, a neighborhood bordered by Griffith Park at the north; Fern del Drive at the east; Foothill Drive at the south; and Canyon Drive on the west. It is an area which is, and has been, popular with Hollywood’s elite. Subdivision of The Oaks began in the 1920s. Development of The Oaks began in the late 1930s, at the close of the Depresssion. The Appel House was one of the first to be built in The Oaks since it was the exemplar for the Pacific Construction Finance Co. The home was designed in the French Provincial style and features stylistic elements displaying exquisite workmanship throughout the home, as shown in the photos accompanying this application. 

 The home is sited on a knoll and is approached by a driveway at the west, at basement level, and by a series of original patterned brick steps and paths to the main floor elevated entry beneath a cutwork metal canopy with cast open work abstract leaves metal corner post at the north. The roof is a fairly steep east/west hipped form with two arched-top dormer vents and a west-end chimney.  The west end has another gable running north/south behind the main form of the house with a shed roof over the garage entry. The east end has a north/south hipped form running both forward and behind the main form of the house. The irregularly shaped home frames a patio at the south.  At the east end of the façade is a diamond pane curved bay window surrounded by curved panels with carved wood swags across the base of the semi-circular dormer and a brick faced wall below the window.  To the west of the entry is an angled diamond pane bay window framed by shutter-like panels and similarly trimmed as the other bay window. Multi-pane windows are graced by narrow blade shutters and quoining at the west corner of the façade, which also trims the far west end of the north/south hipped form finish the north side. The garage has an original cast metal post to the east, a shed roof and a replicated door. 

 Several mature landscaping examples remain. The south yard is of two levels, connected by steps; and original and replicated retaining walls topped with original cast metal gothic arches fence. The west yard is undergoing some changes. 

 Interior original details include: a sunken living room to the west of the foyer with an original fireplace and mirror with swaging, panel outlines, a parquet bordered floor, cast plaster moldings, a diamond-pane bay window, and French door to the sun room at the south. The sunken sun room has an original indoor BBQ converted to a fireplace with original gates, an original bar with Bacchanal back-lit bar mirror on west wall and an oval original light fixture above the bar, French doors to the patio, and steps up to the new kitchen with reclaimed articles such as the California cooler. There is a foyer with an original entry door, parquet floor and entry to the powder room with original fixtures, vanity and complex tiled floor. At the east of the foyer, through pocket doors, is the dining room with a dramatic parquet border at the floor, and cast plaster moldings. The original breakfast room retains the original cabinetry and an original ornamented delivery box is to the west of the south/rear entry. The original master complex tiled bath retains its fixtures and exterior vanity at the head of the private hallway. The other original bath also retains tile and most fixtures. A staircase from the private hall leads to the maid’s room and bath at the second/attic level. Original light fixture, door knobs, cabinet hardware are in place throughout the home. All doors and windows are either original or replicated. 
 This historian believes that the Appel House is an exemplar of the French Provincial style.

 A startling event took place at the Appel House as soon as the family took residence. Son, Earl, relates the story:

  We moved to Spring Oak around 1939. I was 5 and Richard was 2. Dad was a pioneer on this street.  We were one of the first houses on the block.  
 Dad’s first night’s sleep was interrupted by the sounds of creaking and popping noises. He feared that the foundation was not as sound as it should have been.  
 So he had some soil studies done and he found that we were sitting on “fill ground.”  His engineers then devised a scaffold and railroad trestle system to move the house onto the adjacent western side [another lot owned by the Appels] of the  property  while caissons were installed to support the structure.  This was a first in its day.

 Interestingly, no grading permits, citations or other documents related to this matter were found in the Los Angeles Department of Building & Safety files. The following is a photograph of the house, on trestles, to the west of the former foundation. The photograph was found in the Appel family archives.
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