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REQUEST:  Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 
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 Tarzana, CA 91356 
  
OWNER’S   Charles J. Fisher 
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RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10   
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
may warrant further investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP 
Director of Planning 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]  [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
    
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
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Prepared by: 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]   
 ________________________ 
Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner 
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Attachments: November 1, 2008 Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
 ZIMAS Report 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
HEARING DATE: December 18, 2008 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1010 
  200 N. Spring Street 

  Los Angeles, CA   
  90012 

 

CASE NO.: CHC-2008-4716-HCM 
 
Location: 4754 N. Vanalden Avenue 
Council District: 3 
Community Plan Area: Encino-Tarzana 
Area Planning Commission: South Valley 
Neighborhood Council: Tarzana 
Legal Description: Lot PT 74 of TR 2605 
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SUMMARY 
 
Built in 1963 and located in the community of Tarzana, this two-story residence exhibits character-
defining features of Modernist Style architecture with some Usonian style elements.  The subject 
building appears to be irregular in plan, and has a flat-hipped roof covered with metal tiles and 
composition.  A major character-defining feature are tiered hexagonal-hipped roofs at the central 
two story transverse wing as well as two offset wings to the front and rear.  The main façade 
features a recessed square porch and entry door with glass walls to the left. The primary façade 
and exteriors are sheathed in stucco with wood casement windows, forming a dominant design 
element: a horizontal ribbon extending along all the building’s elevations.  An attached three-car 
garage is located at the southwest corner of the subject building.  A tabular steel railing encircles 
the second-story balcony.  The subject property appears to have mature trees and landscaping.   
 
The subject building is the work of master architect Gregory Ain (1908-1988).  Ain was a noted 
and influential architect of twentieth century modern architecture.  Ain attended the University of 
Southern California, School of Architecture and worked early in his career with master architects 
Richard Neutra and R.M. Schindler.  Two of Ain’s earliest residential designs were the Charles H. 
Edwards House (HCM #260; 1936) and the Amsalem A. Ernst House (HCM #840; 1937).  Ain 
was awarded with a Guggenheim Fellowship in 1940 to study prefabricated housing.  Ain moved 
to Pennsylvania and became the Dean of School of Architecture at Pennsylvania State University 
from 1963 to 1967.  In addition, Ain formed a partnership with Phillip Johnson and Alfred W. Day 
after World War II, and designed large housing tracts.  Completed in 1949, Mar Vista Tract, one of 
Ain’s Modernist tract housing projects, was designated a Historic Preservation Overlay Zone 
(HPOZ) in 2003, becoming the first post-World War II historic district in the City of Los Angeles.           
 
The proposed Kaye Residence historic monument is noted for its use of Usonian design elements 
of Frank Lloyd Wright by incorporating nature with the built environment and creating open living 
areas.   
 
Later additions to the proposed Kaye Residence historic monument include the conversion of the 
screen porch above the garage to a bedroom and bath, construction of a heated swimming pool, 
and installation of a fireplace in the master bedroom on the 2nd floor.  A portion of the cantilever 
deck was enclosed to remodel the kitchen including the windows and cabinets.  A master 
bedroom was added in 1976 and remodeled in 2004 according to Ain’s original designs.   
    
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument as 
any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures or 
sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community is 
reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important events 
in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
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FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that the 
application is complete and that the property is significant enough to warrant further investigation 
as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 



 Historic-Cultural Monument

Application

TYPE OR PRINT IN ALL CAPITAL BLOCK LETTERS 

Identification

1. name of proposed monument   __ _ Kaye Residence           ______                     _

2. street address  ___ _4754 Vanalden Avenue                                             _

city  ___Tarzana  ________zip code  ____91356   council district  _                3                               _

assessor’s parcel no.  ________2176-033-001                                        _

3. complete legal description:   tract  Tract No. 2605, as per Map filed in Book 27, Pages 55 and 75   _ 

 of  Maps, in the Office of the County Recorder of Los Angeles County                       _

block    n/a Lot(s)  Lot 74, ptn beg at a point N 68° 31’ 30” W 271.16 feet from the most Sly corner

of Lot 4 of Tract No. 19939; Thence N 68° 31’ 30” W 253.04 Ft to Ely line of Vanalden Ave; Thence

S  15° 30’ E 152.41 Ft; Thence  N 74° 30’  W 202.44 Ft to POB.  arb. no.     10          _

range of addresses on property    4754 thru 4760 Vanalden Avenue        _

 _                   _

4. present owner     Daniel H. and Susie Scalisi                 _____

street address ____4754 Vanalden Avenue                                    _

city _Tarzana state   CA zip code 91356 phone_ (818) 728-1523                      _

owner is:     private  X          __public                                                _

5. present use _Single Family residence_        original use _ Single Family  Residence                                   _

Description

6. architectural style  ____  Usonian                         _

7. state present physical description of the site or structure (see optional description worksheet)

        ____________________see description worksheet                        _

                                _

                                _

                                 _

                                _

                                 _

historic-cultural monument  

application 



Historic-Cultural Monument

Application

Name of Proposed Monument       Kaye Residence                                           _

10. construction date: factual _              1963                         _estimated                                                _

11. architect , designer, or engineer: __ Gregory Ain .            _

12. contractor or other builder: __  Owner Builder        _

13. dates of enclosed photographs _                _May 17, 2005                            ____            _

14. condition:    excellent  good  fair  deteriorated  no longer in existence 

a. alterations:   An originally planned master bedroom was added in 1976 and remodeled in 2004

closer to Ain’s plans, kitchen remodel in 1998.  Swimming pool was added in 1987.                          _

15. threats to site  none known  private development  vandalism  public works project 

16. is the structure  on its original site  moved  unknown 

significance

17. briefly state historical and/or architectural importance; include dates, events, and 

persons associated with site (see optional significance worksheet) 

This house was designed by the Modernist architect, Gregory Ain (1908-1988) and was the home 

of Leon S. Kaye and his wife, Claire from its construction in 1963 until 1973 .  This house was  _

the last in the architect’s solo career prior to his move to Pennsylvania to head the Penn         _

State architectural school.  It has been noted in many publications as a marvel of how Ain         _ 

Employed Frank Lloyd Wright’s Usonian principals in creating a design that not only creates   _ 

a structure that is well blended with its surroundings, but is so as a two-story structure on   _

a relatively flat lot.  The house radiates from a focal point at the entrance with a central two

story transverse wing toward either side of the entrance and two offset wings to the front   _

and rear.  The small hexagonal hipped roofs at the ends of the side and rear wings help to       _

define the unique character of Ain’s design. This was a departure from much of Ain’s earlier work._

sources (list books, documents, surveys, personal interviews with dates) Los Angeles Building permits     _ 

per attached,  original plans for the house in possession of the owner, Los Angeles_ County 

Assessor’s Records, Recorded Deeds and various books on Ain.                _________

18. date form prepared Nov. 1, 2008 preparer’s name Charles J. Fisher                                                       _

19. organization   Owner’s Representative                         street address 140 S. Avenue 57                         _

              city __Highland Park state _CA     zip code        90042 phone  _             (323) 256-3593_      _

  E-mail address: _____  __arroyoseco@hotmail.com         _

historic-cultural monument  

application



DESCRIPTION WORK SHEET

type or print in all capital block letters 

the __________Kaye Residence                           __ is a  _ __ _ _ ___2            __   story,
                                                                         name of proposed monument                                                                                                                                                         number of stories 

    Usonian Style       _,   _Irregular-shaped  plan            residence        _
                   architectural  style  (see liine 8 above)                                                                                                                          plan shape   (see chart)                                                                        structure use (residence, etc)   

with a     stucco     _ finish and                            wood trim.
material (wood siding, wood shingles, brick, stucco, etc                                                                                                         material (wood, metal, etc.)   

its  flat and hipped roof is covered with metal tiles and composition .       glass and wood      ,
                         roof shape (see chart))                                                                            material (clay tile, asphalt or wood shingles                                                                      WINDOW MATERIAL

    Single and multi pane fixed, casement  and clerestory windows  are part of the design. 
window type [double hung (slides up & down), casement (opens out), horizontal sliding, etc]                             

the entry features a    recessed square porch with plate glass windows to the left  side    _
                                                                                                                          door location (recessed, centered, off-center, corner, etc.)

with a  flat wooden offset to the right __ door. Additional character defining elements 
                                    entry door style (see chart) 

of the structure are  tiered hexagonal hipped roofs at the ends of three of the wings and a _
identify ooriginal features such as porches (see chart); balconies; number and shape of dormers (see chart);  

 large chimney to the left of the main entrance.  Large enclosed eaves with brushed redwood lower  _
number and location of chimneys; shutters; secondary finish materials; parapets; metal trim; decorative tile or cast stone; arches;  

surfaces.  Living/entertainment areas are defined by large expanses of single light fixed windows,     _
ornamental woodwork; symmetry or asymmetry; cornices; friezes; towers or turrets; bay windows; halftimbering; horizontality;  

which allows the interplay of the interior with the outside garden.  Eaves are frequently extensions  _
verticality; formality or informality; garden walls, etc.

of the ceiling areas.  The structure is set back with an auto court in front of the main entrance.  Built-in garages _

additional defining elements 

for three vehicles are to the left of the entrance.  Details include circular flush built-in lights in various eave    _ 

additional defining elements

locations, a tubular steel railing around a second-story balcony to the right of the entry,          _
additional defining elements

                                      _
additional defining elements

secondary buildings consist of   there are no secondary buildings on the site.                     _
     identify garage; garden shelter, etc.  

significant interior spaces include open beamed ceilings under hexagonal roof sections, an open _ 
                                            Identify ooriginal features  such as wood paneling; moldings and trim, special glass windows,  

floor plan between living and dining rooms, cantilevered staircase, built-in furniture that was       _
ornate ceilings; plaster moldings; light fixtures; painted decoration; ceramic tile; stair balustrades; built-in furniture, etc.

designed by Ain,  A large floor to ceiling fireplace with the mantel made of small gray pebbles,              _
identify notable mature trees and shrubs 

movable Shojl panels between rooms to allow plan to remain open or be more structured and              _
identify notable mature trees and shrubs 

original custom lighting fixtures.  Built-in fixtures and interior trim are made of ash wood.       _
identify notable mature trees and shrubs 

historic-cultural monument application



c  i  t  y    o  f    l  o  s     a  n  g  e  l  e  s 

Significance Work Sheet 

type or hand print in all capital block letters 

Complete One or Both of the Upper and Lower Portions of This Page 

Architectural Significance 

the ____      Kaye Residence                 is an important example of 
                           name of proposed monument 

_                Usonian Style                  _____________________             architecture
                           Architectural style (see line 8) 

and meets the cultural heritage ordinance because of the high quality of its design and the retention 

of its original form, detailing and integrity. 

Historical Significance 

The    Kaye Residence      _____________    ___ was built in _                                 1963   ___
Name of proposed monument        year built 

  Gregory Ain                                                                       was important to the 
Name of first or other significant owner         

development of Los Angeles because  he was of the second generation of Modern architects that       _

were to leave their imprint on Southern California making the area one of the most innovative design  _

centers in the World.  Ain was a USC graduate and worked closely with both Richard Neutra and R M  _ 

Schindler early in his career.  He was also an associate of Harwell Hamilton Harris during the same   _ 

Period.  Born of Russian immigrant parents in Philadelphia, Ain was as well known for his Socialist       _

Political views as he was for his progressive architecture,  Most of his clients tended to share his       _ 

Views.  Ain’s early work shared many of the concepts that he learned from his mentor’s, Neutra and     _

Schindler.  However, as Ain evolved, especially after World War II, he began to design housing that     _

was meant for all people.  He firmly believed that Modernism was not just for the moneyed class.  He  _

also worked to break down walls that kept minorities from living where they chose.  His Mar Vista        _ 

Tract was a means of building homes for all.  Inovations included movable walls that would enable    _

Homeowners to configure their house in the best manner for their needs at that particular time in        _

Lives, such as singles, newly weds, young children, older children or empty nest.  A large project in    _ 

The San Fernando Valley was thwarted when the FHA blocked banks from lending in the tract        _

Ain refused to place the standard racial covenants to keep minorities from buying and living on the    _

historic-cultural monument  

application 
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c  i  t  y    o  f    l  o  s     a  n  g  e  l  e  s 

Significance Work Sheet 

Continued

land.  However, as the constraints on materials and other restrictions immediately after the war         _ 

began to loosen up, Ain’s custom homes began to take on a whole new dimension of design.  By this time

he was beginning to  design larger and more complex houses.  During this period, Ain Partnered with   _ 

Joseph L. Johnson and Alfred W. Day.  After 1955, Ain ran a solo office.  By the early 1960s, Ain’s designs

Began to take on some intriguing similarities with some of the later work of R. M. Schindler.  Ain’s use _

Of spatial aspects.  In the Kaye Residence, Ain was able to bring about an updated version of Usonian  _

Concepts using Schindler’s vision of roof articulation to give the interior spaces a special open feel_

That not only gives one the feel of oneness with the surrounding environment but also brings a fresh

new design concept that 45 years later makes the home feel as if it is the newest design to come into   _

Fruition.  Many of Ain’s homes were never completed as originally designed.  The Kaye Residence was    _

Built without the original master bedroom that Ain had designed.  The area was a screen aviary until    _

1976, when it was transformed into the bedroom. However, it took a 2004 remodel under the firm of

Fung and Blatt, using Ain’s original drawings, to bring that space to what Ain originally designed.  The

House als includes built-in furniture that Ain designed.  The Kaye Residence was to be Ain’s last house_

to be built in California.  He did one other design that was built in Pennsylvania as he taught there.      _

Esther McCoy, in her book, “the Second Generation” to David Gebhard, Herriette Von Breton and          _

Lauren_Weiss, in their biography of Ain and his work, “The Architecture of Gregory Ain, the Play            _

between rational and High Art” as well as  Gebhard and Winter’s famous guide book, “Los Angeles, An_ 

Architectural Guide”, which refers to the home’s blending with it’s site, as well as Ain’s nod to                _ 

Schindler as “Using areas of glass in this house, Ain emphasizes the relationship between indoors and _ 

out.  Some details of the house indicate his admiration for Schindler’s designs of the late 1920s and  _ 

early 1930s.”  Ain had first met Schindler at the latter’s Kings Road home-studio  when he was 17 and_

still attending Lincoln High School. It was that introduction that first induced him to become an         _

architect.   He frequently returned to Schindler’s concepts and in the Kaye Residence we find the       _ 

climax of Ain’s California career, clearly giving tribute not only to Schindler, but to Frank Lloyd      _

Wright as well.                   _

                        _

_                     _

historic-cultural monument  
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City of Los Angeles
Department of City Planning

11/11/2008
PARCEL PROFILE REPORT

The contents of this report are bound by the User Agreement as described in the Terms and Conditions of this website. For more details, please refer to the Terms & Conditions link located at http://zimas.lacity.org.
(*) - APN Area: LA County Assessor's Office is not the data provider for this item. The data source is from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

PROPERTY ADDRESSES
4754 N VANALDEN AVE

ZIP CODES
91356

RECENT ACTIVITY
None

CASE NUMBERS
CPC-2005-8252-CA
ENV-2005-8253-MND
AFF-32035
AFF-20204
AFF-14770

Address/Legal Information
PIN Number: 168B117   301
Lot Area (Calculated): 15,433.3 (sq ft)
Thomas Brothers Grid: PAGE 560 - GRID G4
Assessor Parcel No. (APN): 2176033001
Tract: TR 2605
Map Reference: M B 27-55/75
Block: None
Lot: PT 74
Arb (Lot Cut Reference): 10
Map Sheet: 168B117

Jurisdictional Information
Community Plan Area: Encino - Tarzana
Area Planning Commission: South Valley
Neighborhood Council: Tarzana
Council District: CD 3 - Dennis P. Zine
Census Tract #: 1398.01
LADBS District Office: Van Nuys

Planning and Zoning Information
Special Notes: None
Zoning: RA-1
Zoning Information (ZI): None
General Plan Land Use: Very Low I Residential
Plan Footnote - Site Req.: 5
Additional Plan Footnotes: Encino
Specific Plan Area: None
Design Review Board: No
Historic Preservation Review: No
Historic Preservation Overlay Zone: None
Other Historic Designations: None
Other Historic Survey Information: None
Mills Act Contract: None
POD - Pedestrian Oriented Districts: None
CDO - Community Design Overlay: None
Streetscape: No
Sign District: No
Adaptive Reuse Incentive Area: None
CRA - Community Redevelopment Agency: None
Central City Parking: No
Downtown Parking: No
Building Line: None
500 Ft School Zone: No
500 Ft Park Zone: No

Assessor Information
Assessor Parcel No. (APN): 2176033001
APN Area (Co. Public Works)*: 0.350 (ac)
Use Code: 0101 - Single Residence with Pool
Assessed Land Val.: $723,180
Assessed Improvement Val.: $653,820
Last Owner Change: 06/06/08
Last Sale Amount: $1,350,013
Tax Rate Area: 37
Deed Ref No. (City Clerk): 7-462

598032
Building 1:
  1. Year Built: 1963
  1. Building Class: D85A



The contents of this report are bound by the User Agreement as described in the Terms and Conditions of this website. For more details, please refer to the Terms & Conditions link located at http://zimas.lacity.org.
(*) - APN Area: LA County Assessor's Office is not the data provider for this item. The data source is from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

  1. Number of Units: 1
  1. Number of Bedrooms: 4
  1. Number of Bathrooms: 3
  1. Building Square Footage: 3,167.0 (sq ft)
Building 2:
  2. Year Built: Not Available
  2. Building Class: Not Available
  2. Number of Units: 0
  2. Number of Bedrooms: 0
  2. Number of Bathrooms: 0
  2. Building Square Footage: 0.0 (sq ft)
Building 3:
  3. Year Built: Not Available
  3. Building Class: Not Available
  3. Number of Units: 0
  3. Number of Bedrooms: 0
  3. Number of Bathrooms: 0
  3. Building Square Footage: 0.0 (sq ft)
Building 4:
  4. Year Built: Not Available
  4. Building Class: Not Available
  4. Number of Units: 0
  4. Number of Bedrooms: 0
  4. Number of Bathrooms: 0
  4. Building Square Footage: None
Building 5:
  5. Year Built: Not Available
  5. Building Class: Not Available
  5. Number of Units: 0
  5. Number of Bedrooms: 0
  5. Number of Bathrooms: 0
  5. Building Square Footage: 0.0 (sq ft)

Additional Information
Airport Hazard: None
Coastal Zone: None
Farmland: Urban and Built-up Land
Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone: Yes
Fire District No. 1: No
Fire District No. 2: No
Flood Zone: None
Hazardous Waste / Border Zone Properties: No
Methane Hazard Site: None
High Wind Velocity Areas: No
Hillside Grading: Yes
Oil Wells: None
Alquist-Priolo Fault Zone: No
Distance to Nearest Fault: 10.99895 (km)
Landslide: No
Liquefaction: Yes

Economic Development Areas
Business Improvement District: None
Federal Empowerment Zone: None
Renewal Community: No
Revitalization Zone: None
State Enterprise Zone: None
Targeted Neighborhood Initiative: None

Public Safety
Police Information:
  Bureau: Valley
  Division / Station: West Valley
  Report District: 1095
Fire Information:
  District / Fire Station: 93
  Batallion: 17
  Division: 3
  Red Flag Restricted Parking: No



CASE SUMMARIES
Note: Information for Case Summaries is Retrieved from the Planning Department's Plan Case Tracking System (PCTS) Database.

The contents of this report are bound by the User Agreement as described in the Terms and Conditions of this website. For more details, please refer to the Terms & Conditions link located at http://zimas.lacity.org.
(*) - APN Area: LA County Assessor's Office is not the data provider for this item. The data source is from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

Case Number: CPC-2005-8252-CA
Required Action(s): CA-CODE AMENDMENT
Project Description(s): AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING PERMANENT REGULATIONS IMPLEMENTING THE

MELLO ACT IN THE COASTAL ZONE.

Case Number: ENV-2005-8253-MND
Required Action(s): MND-MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION
Project Description(s): AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING PERMANENT REGULATIONS IMPLEMENTING THE

MELLO ACT IN THE COASTAL ZONE.

DATA NOT AVAILABLE
AFF-32035
AFF-20204
AFF-14770
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This House Keeps Pace With the Family
Pauline Berg Graves
Los Angeles Times (1886-Current File); Dec 18, 1949; ProQuest Historical Newspapers Los Angeles Times (1881 - 1986)
pg. G4
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Gregory Ain, Architect 
(1908-1988)

By Charles J. Fisher 

Gregory Ain was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania on March 28, 1908, to 
Russian immigrants, Baer and Chiah Ain.  In 1911, after a brief stay in 
Kentucky, his Socialist Father relocated to Los Angeles. 

The elder Ain was a bit of a frustrated revolutionary, who had been exiled to 
Siberia for his anti-czarist political activities before coming to the United 
States in 1906.  He was an avid supporter of Socialist Job Harriman in his 
1911 campaign for mayor and after Harriman’s defeat, opted to move to the 
new Utopian colony at Llano, that Harriman established. 

Friction among the colonists soon caused the family to move back to Los 
Angeles, where Baer Ain set up a tire shop in Lincoln Heights and where 
Gregory received his education, graduating from Lincoln High School and, 
ultimately, graduating from USC in 1927, where he went to study 
architecture after leaving UCLA where he had initially gone to study 
mathematics and physics at his Father’s insistence. 

While still in high school, Ain was introduced to R. M. Schindler at the 
latter’s Kings Road studio home.  It was a defining moment that set him on 
the path to become an architect.  At the age of 19, he began his 
apprenticeship working as a draftsman in the office of B. Marcus Priteca, 
where he remained until 1929.  The Priteca firm had specialized in Beaux 
Arts designs, especially theaters, which were not the type that fascinated the 
young Ain, but it did give him the experience he needed to propel him for 
future endeavors. 

It was during this time that Ain married his Russian born wife, 17 year old 
Agnes Budin, who had arrived in the United States with her family in 1922.  
The couple soon took up residence in an apartment at 560 Kingsley Drive, in 
Hollywood.  That marriage ended in divorce.  Ain married Ruth Marsh in 
1938.  That marriage produced a daughter, Emily, born in 1942 and a son, 
Christopher.

Ain started working in the office of Richard Neutra in 1930.  For the next 
five years, he and his friend and colleague, Harwell Hamilton Harris worked 



with Neutra on his many projects, such as his “Rush City Reformed” project 
in 1930, the William Beard House in Altadena, the Kun House in 
Hollywood and Neutra’s own VDL Research House (HCM 640).  During 
this period, Ain also worked evenings in the office of R. M. Schindler, 
whom he had met several years earlier at U.C.L.A. 

It was Schindler who had instilled the original desire to follow architecture 
in the young Ain.  Both Neutra and Schindler were to leave indelible marks 
in the work of Ain as an architect. 

Two of Ain’s earliest built houses were the Charles H. Edwards House 
(HCM 260) in 1936 and the Amsalem A. Ernst House (HCM 840) in 1937, 
both in the Hollywood Hills.  The two structures show much of Neutra and 
Schindler’s influences and were to set the stage for most of Ain’s prewar 
work.

One of Ain’s earliest passions was the design of low-income housing.  This 
work secured him a Guggenheim Foundation award in 1940. 

During World War II, Ain was the chief engineer for Evans Products 
Company, Moulded Plywood Division, where he worked with Charles 
Eames in the development of the latter’s famous plywood furniture. 

After the war, Ain formed a partnership with Phillip Johnson and Alfred W. 
Day.  During this time, he worked to create modern housing for the average 
person.  His Mar Vista Tract in 1949 (now an HPOZ) was one of his projects 
with Modernist tract housing.  Ain utilized movable wall panels, which 
could be reconfigured to meet the homeowners various needs. 

He attempted a larger project in the San Fernando Valley, met with failure 
due to the FHA not allowing banks to loan on developments that did not 
have racial covenants.  Ain and his partners had tried to make the new 
homes available to all and had refused to place restrictive covenants on the 
tract.

By this time, Ain had become well versed in the idea of flexible housing 
designs.  In a 1951 article in the Los Angeles Times, Ain wrote that: “The 
basic layout of you house should serve a great variety of needs.  It should 
expand and contract as required.  It should be truly flexible.” 



By 1955, Ain had dissolved his partnership with Johnson and Day and set up 
his own office, continuing to design unique modern homes.  By the end of 
the 1950s, he was also designing school buildings, with an eye toward how 
they could best be a conduit for the learning experience. 

His design for the Dr. Leon Kaye Residence in Tarzana (1962-63) was to be 
his last to be built in California.   The irregular shaped home was designed 
on an irregular plan with four wings.  The roof includes three hexagonal 
tiered hipped sections.  The house is heavily influenced by the last designs 
by R. M. Schindler, which bring in the use of natural light to enhance the 
living experience.   The interplay of interior and exterior spaces are 
reminiscent of the Usonian designs of Frank Lloyd Wright. 

Later that year, Ain closed his office and moved to his native Pennsylvania, 
where he became the Dean of School of Architecture at Pennsylvania State 
University.  While there, he designed his final house to be built, the William 
Ginoza Residence (1966-67), where he reworked the wooden sheathed box 
into a late 60s product. 

Ain returned to California in 1967. Although he did several designs before 
closing his practice for good, none were built.  He passed away in Los 
Angels on January 9, 1988. 

© 2008, by Charles J. Fisher



Heerman Estate 
Photographs

Kaye Residence, 4754 N. Vanalden Avenue (Photograph by Daisy Penner) 

Kaye Residence, 4754 N. Vanalden Avenue (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 



Kaye Residence, South facade, 4754 N. Vanalden Avenue (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

Kaye Residence, South facade, 4754 N. Vanalden Avenue (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 



Kaye Residence, rear facade, 4754 N. Vanalden Avenue (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

Kaye Residence rear elevation, 4754 N. Vanalden Avenue (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 



Kaye Residence, brushed redwood eaves, 4754 N. Vanalden Avenue (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

Kaye Residence, garage doors, 4754 N. Vanalden Avenue (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 



Kaye Residence, front porch, 4754 N. Vanalden Avenue (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

Kaye Residence, front entry, 4754 N. Vanalden Avenue (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 



Kaye Residence, cantilevered staircase in entry, 4754 N. Vanalden Avenue (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

Kaye Residence, fireplace, 4754 N. Vanalden Avenue (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 



Kaye Residence, 4754 N. Vanalden Avenue (Photograph by Daisy Penner) 

Kaye Residence, Ain designed built-ins (2004), 4754 N. Vanalden Avenue (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 



Kaye Residence, skojl screen in living room, 4754 N. Vanalden Avenue (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

Kaye Residence, skojl screens, 4754 N. Vanalden Avenue (Photograph by Daisy Penner) 



Kaye Residence, roofline in living room, 4754 N. Vanalden Avenue (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

Kaye Residence, living room ceiling, 4754 N. Vanalden Avenue (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 



Kaye Residence, downstairs office, 4754 N. Vanalden Avenue (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

Kaye Residence, dining room area, 4754 N. Vanalden Avenue (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 



Kaye Residence, dining room area, 4754 N. Vanalden Avenue (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

Kaye Residence, original lighting fixture, 4754 N. Vanalden Avenue (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 



Kaye Residence, breakfast area, 4754 N. Vanalden Avenue (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

Kaye Residence, kitchen and breakfast area (remodeled), 4754 N. Vanalden Avenue (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 



Kaye Residence, main staircase, 4754 N. Vanalden Avenue (Photograph by Daisy Penner) 

Kaye Residence, upstairs hallway, 4754 N. Vanalden Avenue (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 



Kaye Residence, upstairs office, 4754 N. Vanalden Avenue (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

Kaye Residence, original ash closets, 4754 N. Vanalden Avenue (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 



Kaye Residence, upstairs office ceiling, 4754 N. Vanalden Avenue (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 



Kaye Residence, children’s bedroom, 4754 N. Vanalden Avenue (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

Kaye Residence, ceiling in children’s bedroom, 4754 N. Vanalden Avenue (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

Kaye Residence, original upstairs bathroom, 4754 N. Vanalden Avenue (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 



Kaye Residence, master bedroom built to Ain’s plans, 4754 N. Vanalden Avenue (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

Kaye Residence, 4754 N. Vanalden Avenue (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 




