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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the  
 ASHBY APARTMENTS 
 

REQUEST:  Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 
  
OWNER/  Virtu Investments, Attn: Steve Costas 
APPLICANT: 5973 Avienda Encinas #220 
 Carlsbad, CA  92008 
  

OWNER’S Laura Janssen 
REPRESENTATIVE:  Historic Resources Group, LLC    
    1728 Whitley Ave.     

Los Angeles, CA   90028 
    
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10   
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
may warrant further investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 

S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP 
Director of Planning 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]  [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
    
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 
 
Prepared by: 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
 ________________________ 
Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner 
Office of Historic Resources 
 
Attachments: December, 2008 Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
 ZIMAS Report 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

 
HEARING DATE: February 19, 2009 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1010 
  200 N. Spring Street 
  Los Angeles, CA   
  90012 

 

CASE NO.: CHC-2009-402-HCM 
                    ENV-2009-403-CE 
 
Location: 808 S. Hobart Blvd  
Council District: 10 
Community Plan Area: Wilshire 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Wilshire Center-Koreatown 
Legal Description: Lot 203 of TR 2189 
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SUMMARY 
 
Built in 1930 and located near Wilshire Center and Koreatown, this five-story multi-family 
residential building exhibits character-defining features of Art Deco style architecture.  The forty-
nine unit building, situated on the corner of 8th Street and South Hobart Boulevard, has an L-
shaped plan and flat roof.  The subject building is constructed of steel framing with brick infill, with 
a concrete foundation and stucco cladding.  Facing the intersection, the entrance features an 
entrance with stylized floral and geometric designs surrounding a double wood door.  The subject 
building’s two primary facades feature vertical piers of irregular width separating recessed multi-
light double hung windows, with a projecting bay on the north façade.  The vertical emphasis of 
the façade is further enhanced by the stylized cornices and decorative capitals.  The secondary 
south and east facades are composed of common brick with multi-light double hung windows.  
Significant interiors include a lobby featuring a stepped arched entrance, stylized iron grillwork, 
and chevron motif cornice molding.  The original elevator retains its metal doors and cabins 
featuring stained wood paneling and low relief flourishes.  The subject building’s studio and one-
bedroom apartments have Art Deco style built-in kitchen and dressing room cabinetry, tiled 
bathrooms, and cornice moldings with corner details.  
 
The Ashby Apartments were designed by architect Max Maltzman, prolific designer of Period 
Revival and Art Deco style apartment buildings throughout Los Angeles in the 1920s-30s.  
Maltzman is responsible for the design of four Historic-Cultural Monuments (HCMs), including the 
Cornell Apartments (HCM 430; 1928), the Burnside Avenue Apartment Buildings (HCM #424 and 
#425; 1930), and the Ravenswood Apartments (HCM #768; 1930) in Hancock Park.     

  
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument as 
any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures or 
sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community is 
reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important events 
in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that the 
application is complete and that the property is significant enough to warrant further investigation 
as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 

 


















































