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Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2015-4245-HCM
ENV-2015-4246-CE
HEARING DATE: February 4, 2016 Location: 4773 W. Los Feliz Boulevard / 2210 N.
TIME: 10:00 AM Berendo Street
PLACE: City Hall, Room 1010 Council District: 4
200 N. Spring Street Community Plan Area: Hollywood
Los Angeles, CA Area Planning Commission: Central
90012 Neighborhood Council: Los Feliz

Legal Description: Tract TR 3733, Block None, Lot 7

PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
SCHLYEN HOUSE

REQUEST: Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument

OWNER(S)/ Anthony Gabriele & Truong Mai

APPLICANT(S): 4773 Los Feliz Boulevard

Los Angeles, CA 90027

RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Declare the subject property a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles
Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7.

2. Adopt the staff report and findings.

MICHAEL J. LOGRANDE
Director of Planning

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Shannon Ryan, City Planning Associate
Office of Historic Resources

Attachments: Historic-Cultural Monument Application
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FINDINGS

e The Schlyen House "embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural-type
specimen, inherently valuable for study of a period, style or method of construction” as an
example of the Spanish Colonial Revival style.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures or
sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community is
reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important events
in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

SUMMARY

Architect David F. Picken designed this Spanish Colonial Revival house in 1924 for Russian
immigrant and pharmacist, Joseph Schlyen. Picken designed several homes in a variety of revival
styles in the Los Feliz area. The Schlyen House is situated on a 16,234 square foot walled and
gated lot on the corner of Los Feliz Boulevard and North Berendo Street. The lot includes one of
the historic Deodar Cedar trees planted by the Los Feliz Woman’s Club in 1916, which are
designated HCM #76. Aside from the main residence there is a two-car detached garage at the
rear of the lot.

The main residence was originally built as a two-story, five bedroom, and four bathroom house
and now has four bedrooms, as the maid’s quarters were converted into a family room. The house
configuration is a classic “L” shape providing privacy to the backyard and views to downtown and
the ocean. It has a crossed gabled roof with barrel shaped terra-cotta tiles and exposed eaves.
The exterior of the house is hand troweled stucco. The house features a number of decorative
elements on the exterior including an oversized front door with Churrigueresque surround, a two-
story round tower, wrought iron grilles, engaged spiral columns, a mix of wood casement and
rounded windows, and an elaborate chimney top. The rear fagade includes a covered porch with
wide arched supports that leads onto the back patio. The interior includes a barrel-vaulted living
room, magnesite flooring in the entry hall and staircase, original wrought iron sconces, arched
paneled interior doors, hardwood floors, and exposed wood beams.

Previous alterations include the shortening of windows and removal of corbels on the rear portion
of the west elevation, installation of a pool, and a small addition to the garage. More recently the
kitchen was remodeled for a second time, interior textured plaster walls were resurfaced with a
flat finish, original bathroom tiles and fixtures were removed, and bathrooms were reconfigured.

The Hollywood Community Plan Area results from the citywide historic resources survey,
SurveylLA, identified the subject property as a contributor to the Los Feliz Heights Residential
Historic District.
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DISCUSSION

The Schlyen House "embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural-type
specimen, inherently valuable for study of a period, style or method of construction” as an example
of the Spanish Colonial Revival style. Character-defining features of the house include the terra-
cotta roof tiles, stucco cladding, exposed rafter tails, wrought iron grill work, wood casement
windows, Churrigueresque detailing, rounded turret, decorative balconies, and irregular plan.
Though there have been some interior alterations and minor exterior alterations, the Schlyen
House retains its character-defining features and association from its construction in 1924 and is
a good example of the Spanish Colonial Revival style.

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS

State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions taken
by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance,
restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory process involves
procedures for protection of the environment.”

State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, conservation
or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating,
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.”

The designation of the Schlyen House as a Historic-Cultural Monument in accordance with
Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (“LAAC”) will ensure that
future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in accordance with
Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is to prevent significant impacts
to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set forth in the LAAC.
Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the historic significance and
integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible alterations and new
construction and the demolition of an irreplaceable historic site/open space. The Secretary of the
Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC and provide
standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will ensure the
continued preservation of the subject property.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is
consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the environment
through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural
Monuments.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed designation is
consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and reconstruction
of historic buildings and sites in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards
for the Treatment of Historic Properties.

Categorical Exemption ENV-2015-4246-CE was prepared on January 20, 2016.
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BACKGROUND

On December 3, 2015 the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the property under
consideration. On January 14, 2016, a subcommittee of the Commission consisting of
Commissioners Barron and Irvine visited the property, accompanied by a staff member from the
Office of Historic Resources.
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Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2015-4245-HCM
ENV-2015-4246-CE
HEARING DATE: December 3, 2015 Location: 4773 W. Los Feliz Boulevard / 2210 N.
TIME: 10:00 AM Berendo Street
PLACE: City Hall, Room 1010 Council District: 4
200 N. Spring Street Community Plan Area: Hollywood
Los Angeles, CA Area Planning Commission: Central
90012 Neighborhood Council: Los Feliz

Legal Description: Tract TR 3733, Block None, Lot 7

PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
SCHLYEN HOUSE

REQUEST: Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument

OWNER(S)/ Anthony Gabriele & Truong Mai

APPLICANT(S): 4773 Los Feliz Boulevard

Los Angeles, CA 90027

RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal
warrants further investigation.

2. Adopt the report findings.

MICHAEL J. LOGRANDE
Director of Planning

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Shannon Ryan, City Planning Associate
Office of Historic Resources

Attachments: Historic-Cultural Monument Application
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SUMMARY

Architect David F. Picken designed the Spanish Colonial Revival styled house in 1924 for
Russian immigrant and pharmacist, Joseph Schlyen. David F. Picken designed several homes
in a variety of revival styles in the Los Feliz area. The Schlyen House is situated on a 16,234
square foot walled and gated lot on the corner of Los Feliz Boulevard and North Berendo Street.
The lot includes one of the historic Deodar Cedar trees planted by the Los Feliz Woman’s Club
in 1916, which are designated HCM #76. Aside from the main residence there is a two-car
detached garage.

The main residence was originally built as a two-story, five bedroom, and four bathroom house
and now has four bedrooms, as the maid’s quarters were converted into a family room. The
house configuration is a classic “L” shape providing privacy to the backyard and views to
downtown and the ocean. It has a crossed gabled roof with barrel shaped terra-cotta tiles and
exposed eaves. The exterior of the house is hand troweled stucco. The house features a
number of decorative elements on the exterior including an oversized front door with
Churrigueresque surround, a two-story round tower, wrought iron grilles, engaged spiral
columns, a mix of wood casement and rounded windows, and an elaborate chimney top. The
rear fagade includes a covered porch with wide arched supports that leads onto the back patio.
The interior includes a barrel-vaulted living room, magnesite flooring in the entry hall and
staircase, original wrought iron scones, arched paneled interior doors, hardwood floors, original
bathroom subway tiles, and exposed wood beams.

Minor alterations include the enclosure on one window, the addition of a pool, and a small
addition to the garage.

The draft Hollywood Community Plan Area results from the citywide historic resources survey,
SurveylLA, identified the subject property as a contributor to the Los Feliz Heights Residential
Historic District.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

FINDINGS
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that

the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.
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