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Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2015-4251-HCM
ENV-2015-4252-CE
Location: 412-416 South Catalina Street

HEARING DATE: February 4, 2016 Council District: 10
TIME: 10:00 AM Community Plan Area: Wilshire
PLACE: City Hall, Room 1010 Area Planning Commission: Central
200 N. Spring Street Neighborhood Council: Wilshire Center - Koreatown
Los Angeles, CA Legal Description: Schmidt Heights Tract, Block
90012 None, Lot 35
PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
ALTMAN APARTMENTS
REQUEST: Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument
OWNER(S): Catalina Tower LP

c/o Ying Chang Hsu
351 E. Foothill Blvd #200
Arcadia, CA 91006

APPLICANT: Roberta O’Donnell

666 S. Bronson Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90005

RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Declare the subject property a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles
Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7.

2. Adopt the staff report and findings.

MICHAEL J. LOGRANDE
Director of Planning

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Shannon Ryan, City Planning Associate
Office of Historic Resources

Attachments: Historic-Cultural Monument Application
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FINDINGS

¢ The Altman Apartments “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural-
type specimen, inherently valuable for study of a period, style or method of construction”
as an example of a French Norman style apartment building.

¢ The Altman Apartments is “a notable work of a master builder, designer, or architect whose
individual genius influenced his or her age,” as the work of female architect Edith
Mortensen Northman.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures or
sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community is
reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important events
in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

SUMMARY

The Altman Apartments building is located at 412-416 South Catalina Street just south of 4%
Street. It was designed by architect Edith Mortensen Northman (1893-1956) and constructed by
M. Burgbacher & Sons for Leo Altman, an advertising executive at the Los Angeles Times.
Records indicate that development of the property was for investment purposes. In order to
develop on the site, Altman had a single-family residence moved from the property and the site
was redeveloped for multi-family use in 1940, just as the United States was emerging from the
Great Depression.

The two-story, six-unit Altman Apartments are in the French Norman style. The building is mostly
rectangular in plan with a void on the south fagade to accommodate the entrances to the
apartments. A driveway also runs along the south fagade and leads to the one-story flat roofed
garage building at the rear of the lot. The west or street facing fagade has a double height bay
window, quoins, finials, and a pedimented window. The building has a mansard roof with a dentil
cornice below, stucco cladding, iron balconettes, dormer vents, stonework under the bays, and
steel casement windows. There are two recessed entrances on the south facade, one at the
western edge of the building and one towards the east, that each lead to three apartments. The
back of the units have rear service doors and it appears that wood double hung windows are
present on the less visible and less decorative north fagade.

The interiors of the unit are also highly decorative with fireplaces, wainscoting, crown molding,
and built in cabinetry. The staircases and circulation spaces includes wrought iron railings,
chandeliers, and wainscoting that follows the rise of the stairs. Many of the multi-panel front doors
of the units appear intact.

Edith Mortensen Northman was one of the few prominent female architects practicing in Los
Angeles during and after the Great Depression. She was born in Copenhagen, Denmark and
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immigrated to Brigham City, Utah with her family in 1914. While there, she read an article about
architects and decided to become one. She moved to Salt Lake City and worked in the office of
Eugene Wheldon and then moved to Los Angeles on the advice of her physician. In Los Angeles
she worked in the office of architect Henry J. Knauer and then as chief draftsman for Clarence
Smale. Northman studied architecture at USC from 1927-1930 and became a certified architect
in 1931 at age 38. She began her private practice in the early days of the Depression and
designed many homes, apartment buildings, religious institutions and retail stores, including over
50 service stations for the Union Oil Company. Three years before the Altman Apartments,
Northman designed the Emmanuel Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church (HCM #578) at 4254-
4260 3rd Avenue in the Leimert Park.

DISCUSSION

The Altman Apartments "embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural-type
specimen, inherently valuable for study of a period, style or method of construction” as an example
of the French Norman style. Survey LA has identified the period of significance for the style
between 1919 and 1940. The style became popular after World War 1 likely from the influence of
historic European architecture experienced during the war. The Altman Apartments exhibits many
elements of the French Norman style. Character-defining features include the mansard roof, steel
casement windows in a variety of groupings, quoins, bay windows, finials, dormer vents, dentil
cornice, pediment surrounds at the western most entrance, and individual apartment entrances
accessed from recessed communal entries. The building is very intact and no exterior alterations
other than the replacement of the garage doors are visible.

The Altman Apartments is also “a notable work of a master builder, designer, or architect whose
individual genius influenced his or her age,” as the work of female architect Edith Mortensen
Northman, AIA (1893-1956). Northman had a very successful career in Southern California from
the 1920s and the 1940s in which she worked in a variety of styles and building types including
the Emmanuel Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church (HCM #578) and over 50 Union Qil service
stations. Northman was so well known and respected that she was featured in the Los Angeles
Times in an article on May 9, 1937 called “Going Forward with Southern California” that
highlighted 41 civic and business leaders. Northman was the only female architect featured. Other
architects highlighted were Albert C. Martin and Claude Beelman. The article was released three
years before the construction of the Altman Apartments.

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS

State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions taken
by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance,
restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory process involves
procedures for protection of the environment.”

State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, conservation
or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating,
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.”

The designation of the Altman Apartments as a Historic-Cultural Monument in accordance with
Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (“LAAC”) will ensure that
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future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in accordance with
Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is to prevent significant impacts
to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set forth in the LAAC.
Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the historic significance and
integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible alterations and new
construction and the demolition of an irreplaceable historic site/open space. The Secretary of the
Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC and provide
standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will ensure the
continued preservation of the subject property.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is
consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the environment
through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural
Monuments.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed designation is
consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and reconstruction
of historic buildings and sites in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards
for the Treatment of Historic Properties.

Categorical Exemption ENV-2015-4252-CE was prepared on January 20, 2016.

BACKGROUND

On December 3, 2015 the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the property under
consideration. On January 14, 2016, a subcommittee of the Commission consisting of
Commissioners Barron and Irvine visited the property, accompanied by a staff member from the
Office of Historic Resources.
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Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2015-4251-HCM
ENV-2015-4252-CE
Location: 412-416 South Catalina Street
HEARING DATE: December 3, 2015 Council District: 10
TIME: 10:00 AM Community Plan Area: Wilshire
PLACE: City Hall, Room 1010 Area Planning Commission: Central
200 N. Spring Street Neighborhood Council: Wilshire Center - Koreatown
Los Angeles, CA Legal Description: Schmidt Heights Tract, Block
90012 None, Lot 35
PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
ALTMAN APARTMENTS
REQUEST: Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument
OWNER(S): Catalina Tower LP
c/o Ying Chang Hsu
351 E. Foothill Blvd #200
Arcadia, CA 91006
APPLICANT: Roberta O’Donnell
666 S. Bronson Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90005
RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1.

2.

Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal
warrants further investigation.

Adopt the report findings.

MICHAEL J. LOGRANDE

Director of Planning

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Shannon Ryan, City Planning Associate
Office of Historic Resources

Attachments: Historic-Cultural Monument Application
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SUMMARY

The Altman Apartments building is located at 412-416 South Catalina Street just south of 4"
Street. It was designed by architect Edith Mortensen Northman (1893-1956) and constructed by
M. Burgbacher & Sons for Leo Altman, an advertising executive at the Los Angeles Times.
Records indicate that development of the property was for investment purposes. In order to
develop on the site, Altman had a single-family residence moved from the property. The
property was redeveloped for multi-family use in 1940, just as the United States was emerging
from the Great Depression.

The two-story, six-unit Altman Apartments are in the French Norman style. The building is
mostly rectangular in plan with a void on the south fagade to accommodate the entrances to the
apartments. A driveway also runs along the south fagade and leads to the one-story flat roofed
garage building at the rear of the lot. The west or street facing fagade has a double height bay
window, quoins, finials, and a pedimented window. The building has a mansard roof, stucco
cladding, iron balconettes, and steel casement windows.

Edith Mortensen Northman was one of the few prominent female architects practicing in Los
Angeles during and after the Great Depression. She was born in Copenhagen, Denmark and
immigrated to Brigham City, Utah with her family in 1914. While there, she read an article about
architects and decided to become one. She moved to Salt Lake City and worked in the office of
Eugene Wheldon and then moved to Los Angeles on the advice of her physician. In Los
Angeles she worked in the office of architect Henry J. Knauer and then as chief draftsman for
Clarence Smale. Northman studied architecture at USC from 1927-1930 and became a certified
architect in 1931 at age 38. She then began her private practice in the early days of the
Depression and designed many homes, apartment buildings, religious institutions and retail
stores, including over 50 service stations for the Union Oil Company. Three years before the
Altman Apartments, Northman designed the Emmanuel Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church
(HCM #578) at 4254-4260 3rd Avenue in the Leimert Park.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

FINDINGS

Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.



CITY OF LOS ANGELES
Office of Historic Resources/Cultural Heritage Commission

NOMINATION FORM

1. PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION
Proposed Monument Name: Altman Apartments
Other Associated Names: Edith Mortensen Northman
Street Address: 412 - 416 South Catalina Street
Range of Addresses on Property: 412 - 416 South Catalina Street

Assessor Parcel Number: 5502-011-002 Tract: Schmidt Tract

Identification cont’d:

Proposed Monument

Property Type: @® Building

Structure

First Owner/Tenant

Zip: 90020 Council District: 10

Community Name: Wilshire Center

Block: None Lot: 35

Natural

Site/Open Space Feature

Object

Describe any additional resources located on the property to be included in the nomination, here: Strip of six generic garages

at the east border of the parcel. All wrought iron work and French stone elements.

2. CONSTRUCTION HISTORY & CURRENT STATUS

Year built: 1940 @ Factual Estimated
Architect/Designer: gdith Mortensen Northman
Original Use: Six-plex
Is the Proposed Monument on its Original Site? @ VYes
3. STYLE & MATERIALS
Architectural Style: French Normandy
FEATURE PRIMARY
CONSTRUCTION | Type: Wood
CLADDING Material:  stucco, smooth
Type:  Hipped
ROOF
Material: composition shingle
Type: Casement
WINDOWS
Material:  Steel
ENTRY Style: Recessed
DOOR Type:  paneled, unglazed

No (explain in section 7)

Threatened? private Development
Contractor: M. Burbacker & Sons

Present Use: Six-plex

Unknown (explain in section 7)

Stories: 2 Plan Shape: |-shaped

SECONDARY
Type:  select

Material: Select

Type:  Flat

Material:  Rolled asphalt

Type:  select
Material:  Select
Style:

Type:  select



CITY OF LOS ANGELES
Office of Historic Resources/Cultural Heritage Commission

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

4. ALTERATION HISTORY

List date and write a brief description of any major alterations or additions. This section may also be completed on a separate document.
Include copies of permits in the nomination packet. Make sure to list any major alterations for which there are no permits, as well.

Please see "Permits," attached.

5. EXISTING HISTORIC RESOURCE IDENTIFICATION (if known)

Listed in the National Register of Historic Places

Listed in the California Register of Historical Resources

Formally determined eligible for the National and/or California Registers

Contributing feature
Located in an Historic Preservation Overlay Zone (HPOZ)
Non-contributing feature

Survey Name(s):
Determined eligible for national, state, or local landmark
status by an historic resources survey(s)

Other historical or cultural resource designations:

6. APPLICABLE HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT CRITERIA

The proposed monument exemplifies the following Cultural Heritage Ordinance Criteria (Section 22.171.7):

v Reflects the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, state, or community
v Is identified with historic personages or with important events in the main currents of national, state, or local history
v Embodies the distinguising characteristics of an architectural-type specimen, inherently valuable for study of

a period, style, or method of construction

A notable work of a master builder, designer, or architect whose individual genius influenced his or her age




CITY OF LOS ANGELES
Office of Historic Resources/Cultural Heritage Commission

NOMINATION FORM

7. WRITTEN STATEMENTS

This section allows you to discuss at length the significance of the proposed monument and why it should be
designated an Historic-Cultural Monument. Type your response on separate documents and attech them to this

form.

A. Proposed Monument Description - Describe the proposed monument’s physical characteristics and
relationship to its surrounding environment. Expand on sections 2 and 3 with a more detailed descrip-
tion of the site. Expand on section 4 and discuss the construction/alteration history in detail if that is
necessary to explain the proposed monument’s current form. Identify and describe any character-
defining elements, structures, interior spaces, or landscape features.

B. Statement of Significance - Address the proposed monument’s historic, cultural, and/or architec-
tural significance by discussing how it satisfies the HCM criteria you selected in Section 6. You must
support your argument with substantial evidence and analysis. The Statement of Significance is your
main argument for designation so it is important to substantiate any claims you make with supporting

documentation and research.

8. CONTACT INFORMATION

Applicant

Name: Roberta O'Donnell Company:  DBA Way Back Homes

Street Address: 666 S. Bronson Ave City: Los Angeles State: CA

Zip: 90005 Phone Number: 2133219939 Email: robby.odonnell@gmail.com
Property Owner Is the owner in support of the nomination? Yes No ® Unknown
Name: Company:  catalina Tower

Street Address: 357 E, Foothill Blvd, #200 City: Arcadia State: CA

Zip: 91006 Phone Number: ynknown Email: Unknown

Nomination Preparer/Applicant’s Representative

Name: Roberta O'Donnell Company:  DBA Way Back Homes

Street Address: 666 S. Bronson Ave. City: Los Angeles State: CA

Zip: 90005 Phone Number: 213 3219939 Email: robby.odonnell@gmail.com



CITY OF LOS ANGELES
Office of Historic Resources/Cultural Heritage Commission

NOMINATION FORM

9. SUBMITTAL

When you have completed preparing your nomination, compile all materials in the order specified below. Although the entire
packet must not exceed 100 pages, you may send additional material on a CD or flash drive.

APPLICATION CHECKLIST

1. Nomination Form 5. Copies of Primary/Secondary Documentation

AN

2. [0 Written Statements A and B 6.  Copiesof Building Permits for Major Alterations
(include first construction permits)
3. / Bibliography
7.  Additional, Contemporary Photos
4.  Two Primary Photos of Exterior/Main Facade

(8x10, the main photo of the proposed monument. Also 8. [ Historical Photos
email a digitial copy of the main photo to:
planning.ohr@lacity.org) 9. / Zimas Parcel Report for all Nominated Parcels

(including map)
10. RELEASE
Please read each statement and check the corresponding boxes to indicate that you agree with the statement, then sign below in the
provided space. Either the applicant or preparer may sign.

\/ | acknowledge that all documents submitted will become public records under the California Public Records Act, and understand
that the documents will be made available upon request to members of the public for inspection and copying.

| acknowledge that all photographs and images submitted as part of this application will become the property of the City of Los
\/ Angeles, and understand that permission is granted for use of the photographs and images by the City without any expectation
of compensation.

| acknowledge that | have the right to submit or have obtained the appropriate permission to submit all information contained
\/ in this application.

Name: Date: Signature:

Mail your Historic-Cultural Monument Submittal to the Office of Historic Resources.

Office of Historic Resources
Department of City Planning
200 N. Spring Street, Room 620
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Phone: 213-978-1200
Website: preservation.lacity.org



PROPERTY ADDRESSES

412 S CATALINA ST
414 S CATALINA ST
416 S CATALINA ST

City of Los Angeles
Department of City Planning

10/16/2015

PARCEL PROFILE REPORT

Address/Legal Information
PIN Number

Lot/Parcel Area (Calculated)
Thomas Brothers Grid

135B197 542
9,330.0 (sq ft)
PAGE 634 - GRID A2

Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5502011002
ZIP CODES Tract SCHMIDT HEIGHTS TRACT
90020 Map Reference M B 9-90
Block None
RECENT ACTIVITY Lot 35
None Arb (Lot Cut Reference) None
Map Sheet 135B197
CASE NUMBERS Jurisdictional Information
CPC-1984-1-HD Community Plan Area Wilshire
ORD-161116-SA28 Area Planning Commission Central

DIR-2014-4403-DB-SPR
TT-68627-CN
ENV-2014-4404-EAF

Neighborhood Council

Council District

Census Tract #

LADBS District Office

Planning and Zoning Information
Special Notes

Zoning

Zoning Information (ZI)

General Plan Land Use

Wilshire Center - Koreatown
CD 10 - Herb J. Wesson, Jr.
2119.22

Los Angeles Metro

None
R4-1

ZI-2374 LOS ANGELES STATE ENTERPRISE ZONE

High Medium Residential

General Plan Footnote(s) Yes
Hillside Area (Zoning Code) No
Baseline Hillside Ordinance No
Baseline Mansionization Ordinance No
Specific Plan Area None
Special Land Use / Zoning None
Design Review Board No
Historic Preservation Review No
Historic Preservation Overlay Zone None
Other Historic Designations None
Other Historic Survey Information None
Mills Act Contract None
POD - Pedestrian Oriented Districts None
CDO - Community Design Overlay None
NSO - Neighborhood Stabilization Overlay No
Streetscape No
Sign District No
Adaptive Reuse Incentive Area None
CRA - Community Redevelopment Agency None
Central City Parking No
Downtown Parking No
Building Line None
500 Ft School Zone No
500 Ft Park Zone No

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org | cityplanning.lacity.org



Assessor Information

Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5502011002
APN Area (Co. Public Works)* 0.215 (ac)
Use Code 0500 - 5 or more units (4 stories or less)
Assessed Land Val. $900,000
Assessed Improvement Val. $150,000
Last Owner Change 02/01/13
Last Sale Amount $9
Tax Rate Area 67
Deed Ref No. (City Clerk) 6-260
523507-09
391606
2725571
1711032
1711025
1438176
1301571
1131339
Building 1
Year Built 1940
Building Class D7
Number of Units 6
Number of Bedrooms 8
Number of Bathrooms 8
Building Square Footage 7,142.0 (sq ft)
Building 2 No data for building 2
Building 3 No data for building 3
Building 4 No data for building 4
Building 5 No data for building 5
Additional Information
Airport Hazard None
Coastal Zone None
Farmland Area Not Mapped
Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone No
Fire District No. 1 No
Flood Zone AO D=2 E=N/A IN
Watercourse No
Hazardous Waste / Border Zone Properties No
Methane Hazard Site Methane Zone
High Wind Velocity Areas No
Special Grading Area (BOE Basic Grid Map A- No
13372)
Oil Wells None

Seismic Hazards
Active Fault Near-Source Zone

Nearest Fault (Distance in km) 0.52492656

Nearest Fault (Name) Puente Hills Blind Thrust
Region Los Angeles Blind Thrusts

Fault Type B

Slip Rate (mm/year) 0.70000000

Slip Geometry Reverse

Slip Type Moderately / Poorly Constrained
Down Dip Width (km) 19.00000000

Rupture Top 5.00000000

Rupture Bottom 13.00000000

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org | cityplanning.lacity.org



Dip Angle (degrees) 25.00000000
Maximum Magnitude 7.10000000
Alquist-Priolo Fault Zone No
Landslide No
Liquefaction No
Preliminary Fault Rupture Study Area No
Tsunami Inundation Zone No

Economic Development Areas
Business Improvement District

WILSHIRE CENTER

Promise Zone Yes
Renewal Community No
Revitalization Zone Central City

State Enterprise Zone

Targeted Neighborhood Initiative
Public Safety

Police Information

LOS ANGELES STATE ENTERPRISE ZONE
None

Bureau West
Division / Station Olympic
Reporting District 2026
Fire Information
Division 1
Batallion 11
District / Fire Station 6
Red Flag Restricted Parking No

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org | cityplanning.lacity.org



CASE SUMMARIES

Note: Information for case summaries is retrieved from the Planning Department's Plan Case Tracking System (PCTS) database.

Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):
Case Number:
Required Action(s):

CPC-1984-1-HD

HD-HEIGHT DISTRICT

CHANGE OF HEIGHT DISTRICT WITHIN THE "CORE AREA OF L.A."- GENERAL PLAN ZONE CONSISTENCY PROGRAM.
DIR-2014-4403-DB-SPR

DB-DENSITY BONUS

SPR-SITE PLAN REVIEW

Project Descriptions(s): PURSUANT TO SECTION 12.22-A.25, A DB FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF A NEW, 6-STORY, 80 UNIT APARTMENT BUILDING

Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):
Case Number:
Required Action(s):

WITH ASSOCIATED PARKING UTILIZING 2 ON-MENU INCENTIVES, INCREASE IN FAR AND REDUCTION IN THE REAR YARD,
AND PURSUANT TO SECTION 16.05, SPR APPROVAL.

TT-68627-CN

CN-NEW CONDOMINIUMS

TO DEMOLISH EXISTING EXISTING 18-UNIT APARTMENT BUILDING AND BUILD A 48-UNIT CONDOMINIUM COMPLEX
ENV-2014-4404-EAF

EAF-ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Project Descriptions(s): PURSUANT TO SECTION 12.22-A.25, A DB FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF A NEW, 6-STORY, 80 UNIT APARTMENT BUILDING

WITH ASSOCIATED PARKING UTILIZING 2 ON-MENU INCENTIVES, INCREASE IN FAR AND REDUCTION IN THE REAR YARD,
AND PURSUANT TO SECTION 16.05, SPR APPROVAL.

DATA NOT AVAILABLE

ORD-161116-SA28

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org

(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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Opening Statement:

412 Catalina Street is an exceptional example of the French Normandy style and craftsmanship,
retaining a notable richness of materials, ornamentation and design. Those materials and details
include steel casement windows, French stone hardscape and cladding elements, iron balustrades and
balconettes, cast sculptured panels, quoins, ornamental spires, dentil molding, fluted pilasters topped
with decorative pediments, diamond pane windows, and full-height bay windows with French stone
bulkheads. Pediments and balconies break the eave line adding emphasis to the intricately designed
roof. At the time it was built, it replaced one of the last single family homes, and was a compatible and
welcome addition to the block, which had been evolving into multi-family homes of a similar scale.
Built during the period of recovery between the Great Depression and World War I, the exuberant
character of this building expresses the renewed sense of confidence in the future.

History:

The elegant French Normandy 6-unit apartment building commissioned by Los Angeles Times
advertising executive Leo Altman in 1940 was designed by early and prolific woman architect Edith
Mortensen Northman. It is positioned atop a knoll, in a neighborhood of mixed apartment buildings,
some erected as early as 1920 and others far more recently, replacing earlier buildings. At the
southeast terminus of the block are the Du Berry Apartments designed in 1929 by architect S. Charles
Lee.

The facades:

The west facing elevation of the facade features a French stone bulkhead, single story bay of steel
frame casements with a flared ribbed copper shed roof. The second level has paired steel framed
casement windows. The sloping roof has a gabled louvered dormer centered in it. The corner is
quoined.

At the southeast corner, at the turn into the garage area is a one-story-high corner cut, protected by
buffers, curbing and posts. The south elevation is the simplest one with but four steel frame casement
windows and a plain slopped roof

The east elevation is essentially a service entrance from the garages with plainer steel frame casement
windows and an exit, with but one gabled vent and a flat pavilion at the northeast corner.

The north elevation is also relatively plain with steel frame casement windows, as it faces the side of
another apartment building. It has an inset balcony with wrought iron balustrade on the second level.

Architectural Details:

The Altman Apartments are supported by a retaining wall of French stone and are approached in one
of three ways: 1) By steps of French stone with decorative wrought iron balustrade and wrought iron
pole lamp, or 2) via the parallel segmented cement driveway from Catalina Street, past the
asymmetrical south facade terminating at non-descript garages at the rear/east of the building, or 3)
by the steps at the north elevation which proceed along what is technically the rear of the building.

The Catalina Street-facing/west elevation is supported by a French stone retaining wall with steps to
the north elevation of the building. The building is asymmetrical with north corner quoining; a steel
frame casement window with fixed transom at ground level and a balconette supported by decorative
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brackets with decorative wrought iron balustrade and steel frame French doors with transom, and a
forward gable with a projecting pediment and a cast decorative horizontal panel, cutting the eave line,
which crowns the northern unit. There is quoining at the corner of the return. The building’s center
features an original decorative square downspout (now painted, but possibly copper), a rectangular
diamond grille at either side at ground level, and elongated small octagonal windows and steel frame
casements with fixed multi-pane transoms at the second level. A pinnacled, gabled louvered vent is
off-center. The full height bay window in the south section of the west elevation features a French
stone bulkhead at ground level. The three street visible facades are emphasized by continuous
horizontal raised banding. Atop these sits a steel frame casement bay window with decorative cast
panels below each segment. A scaled-down version of the banding is placed just below the eaves, with
smaller scale plaques placed above at the wall dormer sections. The window group is finished by a flat
intercutting of the roof.

The majority of the Altman fagade faces south, but for a short L-wing, which faces west. The steeply
sloping hipped roof with flat top and a dentiled cornice, has multiple pinnacled gabled vents. The south
facing elevation has two raised recessed entrances: the west one with Doric pilasters and a swan’s
neck pediment and the east one an off-center entrance with stylized quoining intercepted by second
level flared pyramidal projecting balcony with decorative wrought iron balustrade capped by a
pinnacled pavilion with an inset oculus.

Open, recessed stoops shelter multiple entries to ground floor and upper units, and have six-panel
doors and wainscoting to chair-rail height. Upper units are accessed by stairs with wrought iron
railings.

The west end of the south fagade begins with a steel frame casement with a fixed transom at ground
level with a balcony of Doric pilasters, steel frame French door with fixed transom, conical balcony
with wrought iron railing and cast trim panel cutting the eave line. Then the west entry, followed by a
portion of the second level cantilevered and supported by decorative brackets with a steel frame
casement window with fixed transom at each level and a smaller up and down pair following. A double
tiered bay window supported by French stone bulkhead is before the easterly entrance.

Significance:

The Altman Apartment building is significant as an exemplar of French Normandy architecture. Leo
Altman, a 35-year advertising executive of the Los Angeles Times, commissioned prominent and
prolific woman architect Edith Mortensen Northman who came to the United States from Denmark,
to design the 6-unit, 2-story artistic French Normandy building in 1940, on a knoll on the east side of
the 400 block of South Catalina Street. To Mr. Altman it represented having survived the Depression
as arenter, just down the block from the Altman Apartments which he commissioned and now owned.
For Miss Northman who had been prolific throughout the Depression, it represented another
commission, elegantly fulfilled.
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B: Statement of Significance

In 1940, Leo Altman commissioned architect Edith Mortensen Northman to design the Altman Apartments
on a parcel which was then occupied by a house at 412 South Catalina Street. The house was moved to
another, remote, parcel and M. Burgbacher and Sons were hired as the contractors for the French
Normandy 6-unit apartment home designed by Northman.

Leo Altman — 1886-1952

Leo Altman was a native of New York City, born on July 7, 1886. He immigrated to California in 1900,
settling in Sacramento where he worked in the advertising department of the Sacramento Union for five
years.

In 1905 he moved south to Los Angele where he joined the staff of the Los Angeles Herald. In 1906 he
relocated to the Los Angeles Times advertising department where he rose through the ranks over a period
of 35 years, retiring in 1941 as the executive in charge of the Midwinter Number, an annual edition
depicting community progress for the year.

He was very active in the Masons as a life member of the Scottish Rite, Al Malaikah Temple of the Shrine
and an honorary member of Job’s Daughters. He was a Past Master of the Craftsman Lodge, F. & A. M. He
also held memberships in the Times Masonic Club; Peace Officers’ Shrine Club; Embassy Club; Jonathan
Club; Pacific Coast Club and the Surf and Sand Club.

Mr. Altman died September 23, 1952, following a two year illness, leaving only his widow, Mrs. Bess
Florence Altman. Distraught at her husband’s death, Mrs. Altman took an overdose of sleeping pills in the
home they had shared for twelve years and was found dead the day following her husband’s death.
Double funeral services were conducted September 26, 1952, at the Church of the Recessional. Interment
followed at Forest Lawn Memorial Park.

Edith Northman — 1983-1956

Architect Edith Mortensen Northman was one of the early female architects of Los Angeles. She was born
in Copenhagen, Denmark on October 8, 1893. Her family moved between Denmark, the country of her
father, and Sweden, the country of her mother until finally moving to Norway when Edith was nine years
old. She returned to Copenhagen to complete two years at the Studio School of Arts, Atelier Frede
Aamodt. In 1914 she immigrated to the United States with her family. The family settled in Brigham City,
Utah, which Northman referred to as “the Wild West.” She worked for a year as a librarian where she
“read something about architects” and decided she wanted to be one. She moved to Salt Lake City and
worked in the office of Eugene R. Weldon.

In 1920, on the advice of her physician, she moved to Southern California. At Los Angeles, she worked in
the office of architect Henry J. Knauer and then as chief draftsman for Clarence J. Smale. According to an
article by John Edward Powell, Northman recalled, “In ...the early ‘20s, women in architects’ offices were
somewhat curiosities. | got into one office on the strength of being able to typewrite with two fingers.
"But, she smiled, “my drafting was too good.” She said that as a young girl she, “loved watching buildings
go up, but didn’t tell anyone. It wasn’t ladylike”

B: STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 1



Edith opened a solo architecture practice in 1926 and studied architecture at the University of Southern
California from 1927 to 1930. She passed the state architecture boards in 1931, finally becoming a full-
fledged architect at age 38, with the Depression well under way.

Jack Anderson, Washington columnist as well as Northman’s nephew, said that she succeeded at
architecture because she was “brilliant” in a man’s career. He characterized her as an “enormously private
person who lived a frugal life with her dachshund Hans.”

Northman began her solo licensed practice as an architect in 1931, early in the Depression, employing but
one draftsman. She designed homes; apartment buildings; religious intuitions and retail, including service
stations for the Union Oil Company.

Northman was granted Patent numbers 93,883 and 93,884 in 1934 for the design of a Union Qil service
station In the Mediterranean style in Westwood. The super-station, located at the corner of Westwood
Blvd. and Lindbrook Drive, featured a sixty-nine-foot tower capped with a Neon sign publicizing gasoline
in seven foot high letters. The patents reverted to the oil company. She designed in excess of 50 service
stations for Union Oil between San Diego and Vancouver.

In 1934 Northman designed the Sephardic Orthodox Congregation Ohel Avraham synagogue of Los
Angeles. Located at 55" & Hoover streets, the synagogue was built during the Depression at a cost of
$26,000. The commission was covered by the Los Angeles Times in an article entitled “Plans Told for
Sacred Structure” on Oct 21, 1934, p. 22. The former synagogue remains active today as a religious
institution, but is now home to the Second AME Church at 5500 South Hoover Street.

Three years later, in 1937, Northman designed the Emanuel Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church at the
corner of 3rd Avenue and 43rd Street, also during the Depression. The building was designed as a typical
Danish country church with a meeting hall and a parsonage. Northman’s church, which reflects her
cultural heritage, is Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument 578. It is now occupied and maintained by a
Protestant congregation of a differing denomination.

In 1939 she designed the Normandy Mar Apartment Hotel in Fresno, CA, in the French Eclectic style.

In 1941, with the Depression behind her, Northman designed a home in a walnut grove in the Danish
farmhouse style which featured a steep roof, dormer windows and half-timbering. The roof of wood
shingles covered a wood frame that was clad in stucco.

During her service in World War Il, she joined the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers. As a corps member she
worked in fortifications and military engineering.

Returning from the War effort Northman designed mostly large apartment buildings and hotels in Los
Angeles and Palm Springs.

In 1945 she was the only woman architect to teach in the public education program. Her course was titled:
“Floor Plan Drawing, Plan Reading, Specification Reading,” and ran two nights a week for several weeks
focusing on members of the public who wished to take an educated role in the building of their homes.

Northman was very active in the Women's Athletic Club in Los Angeles and the Business and Professional
Women's Club of Los Angeles; She also belonged to the Altrusa Club, Los Angeles; the Pleiades Club of
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Pasadena, and acted as Head of the Committee on Vocational Information in 1946. Northman served as
a technical advisor on the 1937 United Artist's film "Woman Chases Man," the saga of a woman architect.

In the early 1950s Edith Northman contracted Parkinson’s disease, and became unable even to hold a
pencil. Thus, she was forced into retirement from the practice she loved more than any other thing in the
world. She died, in 1956 in Salt Lake City, away from her beloved buildings.

In 1990, UCLA’s Graduate School of Architecture and Urban Planning presented an exhibit featuring four
prolific woman architects of the first 50 years of the 20" Century in California. Those whose works were
highlighted were Julia Morgan, Edla Muir, Alice Constance Austin and Edith Northman.

What is significant about Leo Altman?

Leo Altman was a New York City native who came to California to work in advertising in the sunshine. An
ardent Mason he was high in the leadership of the organization and participated in community events on
behalf of the Masons and of the Los Angeles Times.

Like many fiscally responsible Californians in a time when there was no “safety net” for retired workers,
the problem of providing an income was addressed by creating a “passive” income stream by building
multi-family dwellings with the intention of personally occupying one of the units. The Altmans found this
a wise investment, and built a quality residence they themselves would be pleased to occupy. With the
Depression having ended and just before retiring from 35 years of advertising executive service at the
Times, Altman commissioned architect Northman to design a 6-unit, 2 story-multi-family residence in the
French Normandy style to serve as the retirement home for himself and his wife, while retaining income
from the other five units, a wise economic move in light of having emerged on the bright side of the
Depression.

What is significant about Edith Mortensen Northman?

Edith Northman was one of Los Angeles’ early woman architects and certainly one of the most prolific—
with the bulk of this accomplishment achieved during the height of the nation’s Great Depression, making
her success that much more significant.

Ms. Northman was originally from Denmark and came to this country with her parents. Her first
employment in America was as a librarian and the story goes that she read about architects and decided
to become one. After working as a draftsman in various architectural offices, she graduated USC and
earned her license at age 38.

Edith Northman began her solo architecture practice, with but one draftsman, designing during the
Depression, turning out single family residences; multiple family residences, as well as groupings of same;
over 50 gas/service stations; a Jewish bath house; a synagogue; a Danish Lutheran church; a Danish
farmhouse, and many other buildings—all with the up-most of style. She was also a leader in the women’s
business community of Los Angeles and Pasadena and served in the US Army Corp of Engineers during
World War I
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Permits
1940: Remove original single family residence from parcel.

1940: Original permit for apartment building
Owner: Elizabeth Altman [wife of Leo Altman]
Architect: E. Northman; Contractor: M Burgbacker & Sons.
Dimensions: 47 x 98’; to highest point: 24’; Parcel: 66 x 155’.
Foundation: Concrete; Roof: Composition shingles.

1940: 6 private garages
Architect: E. Northman; Contractor: M Burgbacker & Sons.
Dimensions: 19 x 54’; to highest point: 12’; Parcel: 66 x 155’.
Foundation: Concrete slab; Roof: shingles.

1940: Contractor: [illegible] Tile Co.
Interior tile

1992: Owners: Jamie & Lora Jerugim
Install security bars with quick release divices.

1994: Owner: Jamie Jerugim
Repair interior plaster throughout [following Northridge Earthquake]

1994: Northridge Earthquake File
Posted Green
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SHRINE OFFICERS SEE MAKING OF MOTION PICTURES
Los Angeles Times (1923-Current File); Jun 4, 1938;

ProQuest Historical Newspapers. Los Angeles Times

pg. 2 .

SHRINE OFFICERS SEE MAKING OF MOTION PICTURES

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer studios were visited yesterday by tor gerieral; A, A. D. Rahn, deputy Impericl Potentate;
Shrine officials. Left to right, Leo Altman, business Clark Gable, Jomes H. Price, Imperial Recorder, and
manager of the film pogeant; Robert A, Heffner, direc- George F..Alendosh, lmpgﬁql Assistant Raban.
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MENWILL TELL HOW THEY COOK: Well Trained Husbandsto Demonstrate Favorite Dishesto" Tin
Los Angeles Times (1923-Current File); Jan 13, 1932;
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times
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MEN WILL
 TELL HOW.'
" THEY COOK

CWoellTr ained H ushands
Demonstrate “Favorite

* Class

/]
Dishes to “Times’

Marian Manncrs director of The
‘Times' Home Service Bureau, an-
nounces an unusual program of sin-
gular interest for today’s cooking
class, It might well be called “How

the Well-'rrained Husband Can‘

Cook.”

Three husbands -who had occa-

stonally spoken in a more or less
modest -way to Miss Manners of
 thetr culinary ability finally - were
'persunded to- share their  secret
recipes with the class and to show
the masculine way of preparing
‘delicacies for the family., They will
be appropriately attired for the
occaslon, )
- Cheese biscuit will have a new
top dressing, originated by Frank
‘Amis, himself. He guarantees them
to be luscious enough to melt in
anybody's mouth. )

Cabbage surprise, another origl-
nal dish by Daniel Pfister, will

prove 2 boon to housekeepers who .

are constantly on the lookout for
new combinations -in every- day
foods. - He assures us that it is a

economical dish, a filling one and
best of all, & mighty tasty one.

~ Apple ple is almost an American
institution and when prepared by
William Graff, who prides himself
on his ability to make the crust
come out even and still be lght
and flaky, his method should prove

a revelation to every woman who
yearns to make just the kind of a
ple.that a man likes.

Since the entire program is so
novel and since these are.cherished
recipes of the men who are glving
the demonstration, there will be no
printed recipe cards, .The only way
of obtaining  their valuable direc~
tions will be to attend the class
fortified with - paper -and pencil,

In addition to this trio of handy
hnsbands, Leo Altman will - offi-
ciate as master of ceremonies to-
day and will give some of his much
talked-about recipes in his infmita-
ble style. People have been fa-
milfar for years with the Midwin-
ter Number of The Times but never
have, they suspected that'its genial
director was qualified to assume
any culinary role.

Realizing how very fond men are‘

of appetizers, Miss Manners wil
contribute as her ghare of the pro-
gram’ an attractiv plate of pigiant
appetizers a la Guiden,

The time is 2 o'clock today, the
place is the Southwest. Builcung.
130. South Broadway, and  The
Times invites all women and men
interested in  cookery . (or. well
trained -husbands) .to, attend.

' BANKRUPTCY PLEA FILED

Ralph P. Lewis whose wife Vera
Lewis filed a voluntary bankruptcy
petition in Pederal court-last week,
yesterday filed a similar: petition,
Both - are motion-picture players.
"“hey operated the Vera Lewis Art
Shop, 7075 Sunset Boulevard. Lewls
lists debts amounting to $5200 and
property worth $2600.

‘
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Leo Altman, Advertising Executive, Dies
Los Angeles Times (1923-Current File); Sep 24, 1952;
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times
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DIES — Leo Altmon, retired
advertising executive of The
Times, dies at 72,

Leo Altman,
Advertising
Executive, Dies

Leo Altman, member and ex-
ecutive of The Times advertis-
ing staff for 35 years until his
retirement in 1941, died at his
home last night after a two-
year illness. He was 72,

Mr. Altman was for many
years in charge of advertising
for this paper’s Midwinter Num-
ber, an annuat edition depicting
community progress for the
year.

Funeral services are to be an.
nounced by Forest Lawn Me-
morial-Park. Mr. Altman lefi
only his widow, Mrs, Bess Flor-
ence Altman.

. XNative of New York

A native of New York City, he
came to California at the turn of
the century, joining the advertis-
ing department of the Sacra.
ment Union for five years.

In 1905, he became associated
with the old Los Angeles Herald
and remained with that paper
until coming to The Times a
year later,

Mr. Altman was active in Ma-
gonry, having been a life mem.
ber of the Scottish Rite, Al
Malaikah Temple of the Shrine
and an honorary member of
Job’s Daughters. H2 was a Past
Master of Craftsmen Lodge,
F.&AM. .

Among his club " affiliations
were the Jonathan Club, Pacific
Coast Club, Surf and Sand Club,
Peace Officers’ Shrine Club, Em-
bassy Club and The Times Ma.
sonic Club.
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Leo Altman's Widow Dies
Los Angeles Times (1923-Current File); Sep 25, 1952;
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times

Leo Alfman’s
Widow Dies

Mrs. Elizabetth F. Altman, 72, |
distraught by the Tuesday night
death of her husband, Leo Alt-
man, took an apparent overdose'
of sleeping pills and was found,
dead in bed yesterday at their
home, 414 S Catalina St.

Mr. Altman, member and ex-
ecutive of The Times advertis-’
ing staff for 33 years, died after
a two-year illness, e was 76.

Double funeral services will
be conducted at 10 a.m. tomor-
row in the Church of the Reces-
sional, with interment at Forest
Lawn Memorial-Park. The For-
est Lawn Mortuary has charge.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.












Women Succeed as Architects

Cdlan, Mary Ann

Los Angeles Times (1923-Current File); Nov 24, 1948;
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times

Women Succeed
as Architects

-

BY MARY ANN CALLAN

Almost every Yyoung woman
wants #0 be a home builder, but
very few in the United States
have made a profession of it. And’
there’s no reason why women|
architects should be a scarce item
in the home construction field.

That's how the handful of
professional women home build-
ers in the .Southland look at
the construction picture here.
In the first place, they say, wom-
en comprehend home design-
ing because they are vitally in.
terested in problems related to
the home.

Fair Architects Speak

“Women are no longer a
curiosity in the field,” says Edith
Northman, licensed architect in
Los Angeles since 1930.. “They

are just as qualified after training
to design in the many archi-
tectural fields as men.”

Rose Connor, Pasadena archi-
tect, concurs with this opinion.
1Her main interest is in designing
a house in good taste, with an
 artistic effect, for little money.

Most of her creations have been
amily homes except during the
var when she helped design a
1ousing project in Lakewood near
Long Beach. Sixty-three homes
wvere built “in one breath” from
‘hree basic types and 18 eleva-

tions.
Training Required

Miss Connor admits that a wome.
an must give most of her time
to an architectural career—from
the time she beging.her study,
through her apprenticeship pe.
riod—and after she goes into busi.
ness for herself. In actual time a
girl must expect to spend seven
years in training after high school
and two years in apprenticeship
hefore she can qualify for a State
certificate necessary for operats
ing her own office,

The American Institute of

Architects lists only 10 women

architects in the State who are at

iwork for themselves,

Reason for the. reluctance of
women t0 enter this field is the
well-developed public opinion that
airchltecture is a man’s profes.
sion.
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Synagogue and Community Center Structure Planned

Ground-breaking ceremontes for the new synagogue and Hebrew Center of Los Angeles at 2 p.m. this Sunday, at Fifty-
community-center builging, of which the above is an archi- fifth and Hoover streets, the site of the new structure.
tectural view, is scheduled to be conducted by the Sephardic

PLANS TOLD
FOR SACRED
STRUCTURE

Ceremonies This Sunday
to Launch Extensicve
Building Project

The ground-breaking ceremonies
for the new synagogue and commu-
nity-center building to be construct-
ed by the Sephardic Hebrew Center
of Los Angeles, at Fifty-fifth and
Hoover streets, is scheduled for this
Sunday, 2 pm.

The building committee, headed
by Joseph Hasson and Dr. Robert
E. Benveniste, who will be master
of ceremonies, has prepared an
elaborate program in which a num-
ber of prominent speakers will par«
ticipate, Rabbi Solomon Mizrachi
will offer the opening prayers,

VYARIQUS FACILITIES

‘This new structural development
will comprise & synagogue, audito-
rium, classtooms, library and other
facilities

Following the ccremonies a hban-
quet will be held in the evening at
Weiss's Cafe, Wilshire Boulevard
and Ardmore avenue.

The plans for the new structure
were prepared by Architeet Edith
Northman. George J. Fesdike is
the structural engineer and the gen-
eral contract has been let to the
Zimmer Construction Company,

The project represents an invest-
ment of $30,000.

HOME INVESTMENT
AT ABOUT $20,000

C. M. Rood, oil producer of the
McVicker & Rood interests, is hav~
ing a dwelling constructed on his
property at Midway City. It is esti-
mated the investment, with attrac-
tive landscaping on about the oune
and one-half acres of ground, will
be about $20,000.

FOR STRUCTURAL WORK

A low bid of $69,645 was submit-
ted lo the Los Angeles Board of
Education by Contracting Engineers,
Ine., for reconstruction of the north
and west buildings at the Lorena-
Street school site, Lorena street be.
tween Seventh and Atlax}tic streets.
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Edith Mortensen Northman: Tower District Architect

By John Edward Powell

No neighborhood in Fresno is more associated with architectural
style than the Tower District, described as the "Soho of the San
Joaquin."” Its neon personality defined by the Tower Theatre's lofty
illuminated spire and flashing marquee at its hub, the district has
become synonymous with the early modernistic history of this
community.

Lively, theatrical, arty and rakishly stylish, the district owes much

of its allure to its architecture. Besides the 1939 theater designed

by Los Angeles architect S. Charles Lee, several other commercial

buildings were built in late Art Deco design traditions. Huebner

Sports (now Tower Florist) was designed in 1938 by Fresno

architect Allen C. Collins. His little corner sports shop was an

early progenitor of streamlined design on Olive Avenue, followed

by Lauck's Bakery in early 1939. The old Carnation Restaurant, constructed in 1946, was the last
of the sleek moderne buildings to go up on the street.

The theater, its tower fashioned after an electrical display at the futuristic 1939 New York
World's Fair, is the cultural beacon at the crossroads of this entertainment district. But residential
architecture in the neighborhood did not evolve along the same modernistic lines.

If the Tower Theatre is the queen of the district,
the fanciful Normandie Mar Apartment Hotel
(shown on left) is the neighborhood's crown
jewel, and the only known work in the San
Joaquin Valley by Los Angeles architect Edith
Mortensen Northman. Built the same year as the
Tower Theatre, the Normandie Mar is designed in
the West Los Angeles tradition of swank French
Eclectic-inspired apartment buildings, with
wonderfully embellished chateauesque
characteristics. It is like no other building in
Fresno, and was designed by a woman described
in 1937 by the Los Angeles Times as "Los
Angeles' only woman architect.”

Edith Mortensen Northman was born on October
8, 1893, in Copenhagen, Denmark. Her Danish
father and Swedish mother moved between their
native countries until Edith was nine, when the
family moved to Norway. There she attended and
graduated from high school in Haugersund.


http://historicfresno.org/nrhp/tower.htm
http://historicfresno.org/bio/lee.htm
http://historicfresno.org/bio/collins.htm

Returning to Copenhagen, she completed two years study in the Studio School of Arts, Atelier
Frede Aamodt. She immigrated with her family to the United States in 1914.

Settling in Brigham City, Utah, which she called "the Wild West," Northman worked as a
librarian from 1917 to 1918. She "read something about architects,” and decided that was what
she wanted to do. Moving to Salt Lake City in 1918, she found architectural work in the office of
Eugene R. Wheelon as a junior draftsman.

On the advice of her physician, she moved to Southern California in 1920. In Los Angeles, she
worked with architect Henry J. Knauer and later with Clarence J. Smale as chief draftsman. As
she later recalled, "In those days, the early "20s, women in architects' offices were somewhat
curiosities,” and "[I] got into one office on the strength of being able to typewrite with two
fingers." But, as she reflected, "my drafting was too good, thank goodness."

Edith studied architecture at the University of Southern California from 1927 to 1930, and
passed the state board examination in 1931. During the Depression, assisted only by a draftsman,
she compiled an exceptional catalog of clients, designing hundreds of projects: residences,
apartments, churches, commercial buildings, factories. In the mid-1930s she landed a large
commission with Union Qil Co. and designed more than 50 service stations from San Diego to
Vancouver. She was proud of her Danish Lutheran Church in Los Angeles, built in 1937 in the
Danish country-church style, which she described in total understatement as "not too bad."

According to her nephew, Washington columnist Jack Anderson, Northman was an "enormously
private” person who lived a frugal life with her dachshund "Hans." Anderson said she succeeded
because she was "competent™ and "brilliant™ in a man's career.

Northman had a number of clients in the film industry, including Danish actor Jean Hersholt, for
whom she did work on his Rodeo Drive home in Beverly Hills. Her most intriguing association
with Hollywood, however, came from Samuel Goldwyn Studios. Goldwyn was producing
Dorothy Parker's "Woman Chases Man™ (1937), starring Mariam Hopkins in the role of woman
architect Virginia Travis. Finding out that a real woman architect existed, they sent a limousine
for Northman to meet the star and see them make the picture. Northman remarked that she
watched the film character "do quite unbelievable things in the pursuit of the illusive client."

Northman's design for the Normandie Mar was prepared for a local woman, E. E. Elzea, who had
seen one of Northman's Los Angeles projects. Elzea sought Northman out in 1939 to prepare
plans for her Fresno complex on the southeast corner of Wishon and Home Avenues. The
Normandie Mar imparts a sophistication to the district in dramatic counterpoint to the flashy
neon flamboyance of her landmark theater neighbor.

During World War I, Northman joined the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, working in
fortifications and military engineering. She designed "everything under the sun from pit latrines
to hospital buildings.” After the war she returned to private practice, specializing in large
apartment buildings and hotels in Los Angeles and Palm Springs.



Edith Northman was stricken with Parkinson's disease in the early 1950s. A niece, Judith
Cairnie, observed that it was "a dismal end for a proud and talented woman." Unable to hold a
pencil, Northman became "helpless, silent and very stoic," and was forced to retire from the
practice of architecture in which she "had lots of fun,” didn't "expect to get rich doing it, but
wouldn't have changed for anything else." She died in Salt Lake City in 1956, her remarkable
career all but forgotten until the work of women in architecture became the focus of several
studies in the last decade.

Northman once mused that while a little girl she "loved watching buildings go up, but didn't tell
anyone. It wasn't 'ladylike.™ Fresno's Tower District is much richer architecturally because Edith
Mortensen Northman allowed a childhood fantasy to become an adult woman's career
achievement.

John Powell has taught American architectural history at Fresno City College and California
State University, Fresno. He studied the career of Edith Mortensen Northman with a grant from
the National Endowment for the Arts in 1987-1988.

This article originally appeared in The Fresno Bee, 11 May 1990, page F4.
© 1990 The Fresno Bee. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Photo of Edith Northman courtesy of the Anderson family.

For additional information on Edith Mortensen Northman and other early twentieth-century
women architects in California, see:

Favro, Diane, "A Region for Women: Architects in Early California," Architecture California,
February 1991.

Gebhard, David, Lutah Maria Riggs: A Woman in Architecture, 1921-1980, Santa Barbara:
Capra Press, 1992.



Architectsin Convention Will Discuss Defense Topics: Plans Laid for ...
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. CONVENTION DOINGS SURVEYED—Left to n!ght are Mrs. Harold Weeks, president of

Architects in Convention
Will Discuss Defense Topics

Plans Laid for AH-Out Effort to QOutline
Wartime Protection for Public of California

Priorities, defense housing, de-
sign of airports, naval projects,
air raid defense and post-defense,
planning ., . .

All were on the three-day dis-
cussion schedule vesterday when
architects of 33 district societies
opened. the 1ith annual conven-!

San Froncisco Women's Auxiliory of State Association of Californio Architects; Walter R,
Hagedohm, president of association. Frederick H, Reimers, president of northern section
of associgtion; Mrs, Mario J. Ciampi, secretary of the auxiliary, confer on convention pro-
gram. Women will spend time in social affairs and sightseeing. . Times phote

tion of the State Association of
California Architects at the Hol-
lywood Roosevelt,

“The convention will initiate
an all-out effort by California’s
1200 architects to plan wartime
protection for the public,” said
Walter R. Hagedohm of Los An-
geles, president of S.A.C.A. and
of its southern section.
LOCATION OF FACTORIES

“This prohlem concerns loca-
tion of factories and housing,
evacuation of cities, air raid shel
ters and protection of facilities.”

Hagedohm and Frederick H.
Reimers, president of the associa:
tion's northern section, both indi
cated a belief that there are suf
ficient architects available in the
State to lend expert advice in
such matters. .

Their lament was that both the
government and the pcople are
not yet aware of the need for
speed in carrying out plans—and
that the \War, Navy and Treasury
departments have shown an in-
clination to hire avchitects into
their organizations instead of us
|ing available architects’ services
|NO PLANS SUBMITTED
On the subject of bomb shel
jters, the two leaders were reluc
‘tant to elahorate on their own
theories hecause State, county
and city defense committees
with which they are co-operating
have not yet submitted plans
they said.

. “But there certainly aren't
'enough now--either existing o
planned,” said Reimers,
\ Both indicated that every office
building should have a shelter
large enough for the populatior
of . the building—and that experi
ence in London has shown tha
tall office huildings provide
good ceiling for a shelter,
Although a speech on the de

Turn tp.Page 2, Column ¢
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Defense Eyed
by Architects

State Association Opens
Convention With Wartime
Protection Among Topics

Continued from First Page

sign of airports was part of yes-
terday’s program, most of the de-
fense topics will he aired today.
Business meetings, plus discus.
sions on public relations prob-
lems in the profession, occupied
spots on yesterday’s schedule,

This morning, following addi-
tional business confabs, a series
of defense-problem subjects will
be discussed. These discussions
will continue tomorrow follow-
ing the final business session, at
which new officers will be .in-
stalled, When the election of offi-
cers will take place was not an-
nounced yesterday.

FILM MAN TO SPEAK

Today’s luncheon speaker will
be Lionel Banks, studio art di-
rector, who will talk on “Archi-
tecture in the Motion Picture In-
dustry.”

Paralleling the architect
group's convention is a social
and sightseeing program for the
women's auxiliary, Among vis-
itors in these delegations are
Mrs, Harold Weeks, president of
the San Francigco auxiliary, and
Mrs. Mario Ciampi, secretary of
the organization. Miss Edith
Northman heads the women's
entertainment comrmittee,

The association's annual ban-
quet will be held tonight in the
Blossom Room at the hotel
There was a dinner-dance last
night at the Florentine Gardens,
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Danish Farmhouse Style
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Farmhouse 3

-
Typical {catures of the Danish farmhouse which Edith Northman,
architect, designed are the steep roof, dormer windows and half-
timber effcets.  The roof is of wood shingles, the comstruction frame
finished with stuces and the house is located in a walnut grove. Cost
for the 2100 sq.st. is $6000 to $8000. There are six rooms with the
garage built as part of the house. Among the extra fcatures are a
dining terrace at the front of the -house and a covered porch at the
} _ rear opening off the breakfast nook. Rooms include a large living
room, two bedrooms and bath, dining alcove off the living room,

kitchen, hreakfast nook, small laundry, extra bath and a garden room

. which may be used for garden equipment, indoor plants, flower
. arranging. The typically Danish dining alcove has beamed ceiling,

- . . paneled and plastered walls, carved wood chairs and built-in seats,

¥ L 2-2 A
¢ ¢

B oo Erp

Note the interesting treatment of the dormer Built-in bookshelves flank the unnsual raised firepiaee in the living room. The
windows, the brick steps fcading to the door beamed ceiling and quxint picture above the fireplace add to the room's atmosphere
S5 L L : . !
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SPECIAL SCHOOL COURSESBECKON HOME BUILDERS

Los Angeles Times (1923-Current File); Oct 7, 1945;
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SPECIAL SCHOOL COURSES
BECKON HOME BUILDERS

Mayhe you're an Angeleno
who wants to build a home or
remodel one you own. There's
a message for you from the Los
Angeles Adult Education Center,
which operates at the Los An-
geles High School,

A program of five courses cov-
ering the major problems in-
volved in building will be
launched there tomorrow eve-
ning, it has been announced
by C. L. vanderBie printipal
of the adult school. They fol-
low with workshop procedure
the home-planning institute lee-
tures that some months ago at-
tracted thousands of persons to
high school auditoriums here.

The courses, beginning at 7
p.m. on designated days, will

run for eight weeks, and stu’

dents may attend any or all of
them without charge for in-
struction. The subjects listed,
the time and the instructors are
as follows:

Monday— “Fundamentals ‘of
Home Building and Design,”
Walter R. Hagedohm, architect,

Tuesddy and Thursday—
“Floor Plan Drawing, Plan
Reading, Specification Reading,”
Miss Edith Northman, architect.

Wednesday — “Fundamental
Principles of Interior Decora*
tion;” Miss Dorothy Ames, Bul-
lock’s Home Division,

Thursday—“Art in the Home
and Floral Arrangement;” Mrs.
Helen Williams Dodds, art in-
structor in the city schools.

Friday—*“Legal Problems Per-
taining to Building and Owning

a Home;” James Nicklin, real
estate attmney
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Something New in Banking;
Drive-in Depository at Vernon

This region, national pace set- “Realizing t(hat many patrons
ter for drive-in markets, has fur., will reach our new branch by

| .
. idani 2Utomobile, we have designed it
. SLUN ideal ’
thered ‘f‘e‘ d‘i‘el‘f’ ’theatgi e384 meet the needs of motorists.”
end now is 1o have a driv “-""‘E A continuous low counter

bank. sereen of latest design will he
Unique among the nation’s another fcat}lre of. the new
hanking structures and repre- ’(ﬁ"m"“-r“‘"‘“]pe"““”"‘l"f han-
) . ing of over-the-counter items.
senting a wholly new conception pcilities for commercial, sav-
of bank operation, a drive-in-de-

ings, escrow and safe deposit
posit branch at which customers business will be provided. Vaults,
may deposit without leaving

of which there are two, will be
their ‘automobiles is now under protected by electrical alarms.
construction for the Security-

Additional safeguards against
First National Bank of Los An.

daylight hold-up are to be pro-
geles at 2508 Santa Fe avenue, Vided. A special ventilating sys.
Vernon., Believed to be first of

tem will remove exhaust gases
the kind in America, the new

from the parking area.
project, designated a “new oera”

Detovo sed in bani consccaecon. Former Idaho Man
Investor Here

The structure will he one story
That this locality attracts out.

in height. {ts completion is ex.

pected within ninety days.
side investors is evidenced by
iconstrucuon of a Monterey du-

AUTOS GO 1IN
Patrons will take their auto.
plex and garage apartments at
838, 810 and 842 South Rurnside

_ mobiles with them as they trans.

«et their hanking. Turning dl.
avenuie by George W. Wagensel-
ler, recent arrival from Pocatello,

rectly into the building from
Santa Fe avenue, motorists will
pass glass-enclosed tellers' cages,
the deal plates of which will be
of a height convenient to a per.
son seated in an automobile,
Here patrons may make deposits
in a minimum time. Customers
with business of a more complex
nature will find a lobby of con.
ventional design located In the
center of the building, There
they may deal with numerous
departments, and receive special
rervices, after parking their
cars within the building.
SPEED CONVENIENCE

“The chief purpose of our new
Iocation on Santa Fe avenue is
to offer our ciients In-the rapid.
v growing industrial section a
banking service that sets new
standards in speed and convenl.
ence,” said G. M. Wallace, presi-
dent of the bank, yesterday.

struction in this area,

sylvania.

Building fo Rise on
Palm Springs Site

Contract has been awarded for
construction of a two-story, $10,-
000 Spanish-design  apartment
building in Palm Springs for S.
Hirsch, Edith Northman is the
architect and J. S. Abel is the
builder,

The structure wiil
fourteen apartments,

contain

Mr. Wagenseller formerly was:
an editor and publisher in Penn.! Smith, treasurer,
|anner, secretary. |

Chairmen Named
for Realty Board's
1937 Committees -

W. T. Richardson, president
of the Los Angeles Realty Board,
has announced chairmen of com-
mittees for the year 1937. They
are:

Taxation, B, 0. Miller; legisla-
tive, Charles B. Shattuck; ex-
changes, Marshall W, Taggart;
mortgage and finance, Charles
K. Atlass; agricultural Jands,
John Michels; arbitration, B. L.
Vickrey; industrial, W. H. Daum;
entertaimment, James J. Dona-
hue; property management, Wil
liam Keim; multiple listing, Har-
ry Nightingale; subdividers, Phil
Norton: parks and playgrounds,
Bert Clogston; past presidents,
C. C. C. Tatum; appraisal prac-
tice, George L. Schmutz; city
planning and zoning, 'George
Coffin; professional conduct, Le-
roy Ackley; schedule of commis.
sions, 0. A. Grease; apartments
and hotels, J. D. Minster; State
and national associations, G. D.
Robertson; membership, W. D.
Cochrane; publicity, C. D. Symes;
business: property, Clem Glass;
residential property, Eddy D.
Field; building, Walter Leimert;

ldaho. Healso plans further con.| restrictions, A, M. Bright.

The finance committee includes
President Richardson, Walter H.
and Corlett

Inglewood Market
to Have Tower

A $30,000 market structure is
to be built at 321 Market street,
Inglewood, for B. R. Nelson,
Plans and specifications were
prepared by Architects Nostrom
and Anderson.-

The building is to be one story
in height and will feature a
sixty-foot tower. '
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Altman Apartments: 412 S. Catalina Street, Los Angeles, CA 90020 ~
Architect: Edith Mortensen Northman ~ Contractor: M. Burgbacher & Sons ~
Style: French Normandy ~ Built: 1940 ~ Photographs: © Roberta M. O’Donnell September 2015.

412 South Catalina Street: West elevation, view east.

412 S. Catalina Street: South elevation, view northeast.



Altman Apartments: 412 S. Catalina Street, Los Angeles, CA 90020 ~ Architect: Edith Mortensen Northman ~ Contractor: M. Burgbacher & Sons ~
Style: French Normandy ~ Built: 1940 ~ Photographs: © Roberta M. O’Donnell September 2015.

Raised entry to unit 412: Cantilevered balconette/wrought First bay of steel frame casement windows to the south of
iron balustrade; pediment gable with stucco trim panel Catalina on south elevation: French stone base, stucco
beneath; broken pediment with urn above entry; decorative decorative panels, banding, dentil trim at hipped roof with

panel on stucco balcony; original wrought iron banisters, flat deck, gutter/downspouts, view north.

view northwest.



Altman Apartments: 412 S. Catalina Street, Los Angeles, CA 90020 ~ Architect: Edith Mortensen Northman ~ Contractor: M. Burgbacher & Sons ~
Style: French Normandy ~ Built: 1940 ~ Photographs: © Roberta M. O’Donnell September 2015.

Steps/balustrade & pole lamp with design as shadow: Steps/balustrade with design as shadow: From entries
from Catalina Street up to entries along south facade, view east. down to Catalina Street along south facade, view west.



Altman Apartments: 412 S. Catalina Street, Los Angeles, CA 90020 ~
Architect: Edith Mortensen Northman ~ Contractor: M. Burgbacher & Sons ~
Style: French Normandy ~ Built: 1940 ~ Photographs: © Roberta M. O’Donnell September 2015.

Detail: French stone steps and wrought iron balustrade at steps.

Detail: Portion of balustrade along entry steps.



Altman Apartments: 412 S. Catalina Street, Los Angeles, CA 90020 ~ Architect: Edith Mortensen Northman ~ Contractor: M. Burgbacher & Sons ~
Style: French Normandy ~ Built: 1940 ~ Photographs: © Roberta M. O’Donnell September 2015.

Raised entrance to unit 416: Extended quoining forms West elevation: French stone base of multi-pane casements
entry, goes around cantilevered balcony with wrought iron and flared metal roofette: banding; two paired multi-pane
patterned balustrade, banding, dentil, pinnacled gable casements with fixed multi-pane transom; step pitched

with inset oculus, view northeast. roof/flat deck with gabled dormer vent, ; dentil trim;

quoining at southwest corner, view northeast.



Altman Apartments: 412 S. Catalina Street, Los Angeles, CA 90020 ~ Architect: Edith Mortensen Northman ~ Contractor: M. Burgbacher & Sons
~ Style: French Normandy ~ Built: 1940 ~ Photographs: © Roberta M. O’Donnell September 2015.

Building west elevation: French stone retaining wall;
quoining; cast decorative panel; balconette w/ wrought
iron balustrade, brackets, banding; steel frame casement
windows; octagonal window; diamond window grille;
French stone bay window base, view southeast.

Raised entrance to west/front units: Balustrade of entry
steps; French stone steps with decorative balustrades;
entry surround with piers, broken pediment with urn;
cast decorative panel; banding; quoining; view north.



Altman Apartments: 412 S. Catalina Street, Los Angeles, CA 90020 ~ Architect: Edith Mortensen Northman ~ Contractor: M. Burgbacher & Sons ~
Style: French Normandy ~ Built: 1940 ~ Photographs: © Roberta M. O’Donnell September 2015.

3
Balcony, south facade steeply pitched roof with gabled View along south fagade of building: Balcony of upper
vents, pinnacles; steel frame casement windows, fixed west unit; quoining; steeply pitched roof; pinnacled
transoms; view north. gables; casement windows; French stone trim, window

bay; banding; dentils; cantilevered 2" story & brackets;
cast trim panels; view west.



Altman Apartments: 412 S. Catalina Street, Los Angeles, CA 90020 ~
Architect: Edith Mortensen Northman ~ Contractor: M. Burgbacher & Sons ~
Style: French Normandy ~ Built: 1940 ~ Photographs: © Roberta M. O’Donnell September 2015.

Detail: Upper portion wrought iron pole lamp along steps.

Detail: Cast decorative panel; banding.



Altman Apartments: 412 S. Catalina Street, Los Angeles, CA 90020 ~ Architect: Edith Mortensen Northman ~ Contractor: M. Burgbacher & Sons ~
Style: French Normandy ~ Built: 1940 ~ Photographs: © Roberta M. O’Donnell September 2015.

South elevation of rear portion with corner cut at southeast East elevation, continued: Steel casement windows; steep
corner, corner buffers & curbing to protect building; partial hipped roof with flat deck/arched top dormer vent; dentil
east elevation; steel frame casements, view northwest. trim at roofline; gutter/downspouts; return with higher

roof, view north.



Altman Apartments: 412 S. Catalina Street, Los Angeles, CA 90020 ~ Architect: Edith Mortensen Northman ~ Contractor: M. Burgbacher & Sons ~
Style: French Normandy ~ Built: 1940 ~ Photographs: © Roberta M. O’Donnell September 2015.

412 South Catalina Street: North elevation; quoining at Southwest corner: Quoining and bands; south rear portion
northwest corner, view east. of elevation along south driveway leading to non-descript
garages at east, view northeast.



Altman Apartments: 412 S. Catalina Street, Los Angeles, CA 90020 ~ Architect: Edith Mortensen
Northman ~ Contractor: M. Burgbacher & Sons ~
Style: French Normandy ~ Built: 1940 ~ Historic Photographs: Other Northman works.

Architect Edith Northman’s sketch for the Sephardic Synagogue at Hoover & 55 streets.

Former synagogue, designed by Edith Northman, at the corner of Hoover & 55 streets, now utilized
as a Christian church.



Altman Apartments: 412 S. Catalina Street, Los Angeles, CA 90020 ~ Architect: Edith Mortensen
Northman ~ Contractor: M. Burgbacher & Sons ~
Style: French Normandy ~ Built: 1940 ~Historic Photographs. Other Northman works.

Original Emanuel Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church, corner of 3™ Ave. & West 43™ Street.
Parsonage at left; courtyard entry, raised church entry; around corner on W. 43™ St.

Original Emanuel Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church, ancillary raised entrance from 43 St.



Altman Apartments: 412 S. Catalina Street, Los Angeles, CA 90020 ~ Architect: Edith Mortensen
Northman ~ Contractor: M. Burgbacher & Sons ~
Style: French Normandy ~ Built: 1940 ~Historic Photographs. Other Northman works.

43" Street entrance to original Danish Lutheran Church.

Original Danish Lutheran Church parsonage at 3™ Avenue.
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749 S. Burnside: Architect Edith Northman, 1931.

1031 S Burnside: Architect Edith Northman, 1932.
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1044 S. Cloverdale: Architect Edith Northman, 1927.

1000 S Dunsmuir: Architect Edith Northman, 1942.
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1024 S. Dunsmuir: Architect Edith Northman, 1929.

4009 Leeward: Architect Edith Northman, 1938.
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Eight multi-family residences and detached garages, designed by Architect Edith Northman
in the Minimal Traditional style, fronting on 7t Street and Leeward Avenue,
to the west of South Wilton Place.
Please see preceding photograph for street view of one building.



Altman Apartments: 412 S. Catalina Street, Los Angeles, CA 90020 ~ Architect: Edith Mortensen
Northman ~ Contractor: M. Burgbacher & Sons ~
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Edith Northman'’s patents for a service station in Westwood, Los Angeles, CA.
Patent No. 93,883, Nov. 20, 1934.
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Edith Northman'’s patents for a service station in Westwood, Los Angeles, CA.
Patent No. 93,884, Nov. 20, 1934.
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Altman Apartments: 412 S. Catalina Street, Los Angeles, CA 90020 ~ Architect: Edith Mortensen
Northman ~ Contractor: M. Burgbacher & Sons ~
Style: French Normandy ~ Built: 1940 ~ Historic photograph.

Union Qil Station, 1160 Westwood Blvd, Los Angeles, CA.
Designed/patented by Edith Northman, 1933.
Photograph: Dick Wittington; Source: digitallibrary.usc.edu
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