Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2016-3644-HCM
ENV-2016-3645-CE
HEARING DATE: October 20, 2016 Location: 640 South Main Street; 630-632 South
TIME: 10:00 AM Main Street; 636-644 South Main Street
PLACE: City Hall, Room 1010 Council District: 14
200 N. Spring Street Community Plan Area: Central City
Los Angeles, CA 90012 Area Planning Commission: Central

Neighborhood Council: Downtown Los Angeles
Legal Description: Hellman-Wolfskill Lots, Lot A;
Kerckhoff Tract, Lot FR 7

PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
HOTEL CECIL

REQUEST: Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument

OWNER(S): Richard Born, 248 Haynes North Associates, LLC

640 S. Main Street
Los Angeles, CA 90014

APPLICANT: Matthew M. Baron, Simon Baron Development
757 Third Avenue, 17" Floor
New York, NY 10017

PREPARER: Tara J. Hamacher, Historic Consultants
256 S. Robertson Street
Beverly Hills, CA 90211

RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles
Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10  because the
application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal warrants further
investigation.

2. Adopt the report findings.

VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP
Director of Planning

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Melissa Jones, Planning Assistant
Office of Historic Resources

Attachment: Historic-Cultural Monument Application
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SUMMARY

The 1924 Hotel Cecil is located at 640 South Main Street, between Sixth and Seventh Streets in
Downtown Los Angeles. Originally slated to be named the “Metropolitan Hotel,” the building was
designed by noted Los Angeles architect Loy Lester Smith (1885-1956) and constructed by the
Weymouth Crowell Company for owner, W. W. Paden and Associates, and operator, William Hanner.
Because the Hotel Cecil was conveniently located near railway lines along Main Street, it catered to
both businessmen traveling to the Spring Street Financial District, as well as theater patrons and
others associated with the Broadway Theater and Commercial District.

The Hotel Cecil is a 14-story Beaux Arts style reinforced concrete building with a characteristic
Classical tripartite division that is enhanced by terra cotta and cast stone ornamentation that includes
guoins, cornices, decorative window and door surrounds, and ornate columns and pilasters. It has a
unique “E"-shaped plan that provides for natural light and air circulation. The roofline is marked by a
projecting, denticulated cornice and the fenestration pattern is horizontally and vertically aligned with
irregular spacing. The building’s main, western-facing facade features a recessed entry with a set of
double doors and an arched transom; a balcony at the third story; and an ornamental, curved
balconette at the fourth story. There are also two original, 70-foot tall blade signs on the northwest and
southwest corners reading “Hotel Cecil.” The brick walls at the south, east, and north facades have
been painted white and there is currently an on-site advertisement for the hotel. On the interior, the
building features a high-volume, T-shaped lobby; two art-glass skylights; wrought iron decorative
detailing; and extensive use of marble and terrazzo flooring.

Loy Lester Smith (1885-1956) was a local architect who designed several commercial and government
buildings in Los Angeles that include the Lane Mortgage Company Building (1922); the City Club
Building (1924); and the City of Los Angeles Fire Department Engine Company #54, Station #1
(1924).

Alterations to Hotel Cecil include the replacement of double-hung sash wood windows with aluminum
single-sash windows; replacement of doors leading to Main Street; installation of glazing within the
open full-height arched entrance; and the addition of a marquee. Further, at some point, faux-painted
columns were placed in front of the storefronts facing Main Street.

The Hotel Cecil was identified in the City’s historic resources survey, SurveyLA, as individually eligible
for listing at the local and state levels as an excellent example of Beaux Arts commercial architecture
in Downtown Los Angeles and a work of noted Los Angeles architect Loy L. Smith.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument as any
site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of particular
historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures or sites in which
the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community is reflected or
exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important events in the main
currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing characteristics of an
architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction,
or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose individual genius influenced his age.
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FINDINGS
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that the

application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further investigation
as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.
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