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FINDINGS 
 

• The Bob and Dolores Hope Estate “is identified with historic personages or with 
important events in the main currents of national, State or local history” for its 
association with internationally known American entertainer Bob Hope. 

 
 

CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
 
 
SUMMARY 
 
The Bob and Dolores Hope Estate is located at 10350 Moorpark Street in the Toluca Lake 
neighborhood of Los Angeles and was originally constructed in 1939. The property was 
designed by noted local Hollywood architect Robert Finkelhor in the French Revival style with 
Tudor Revival influences for Lester Townes Hope, more commonly known as Bob Hope, and 
his wife Dolores. Throughout the 1950s and 1960s a series of remodels and expansions were 
completed on the subject property, some of which were designed by noted architect John Elgin 
Woolf.  
 
Spanning over five acres, the Bob and Dolores Hope Estate consists of a two-story single-family 
dwelling measuring nearly 15,000 square feet; a two-bedroom guest house; two-bedroom staff 
quarters; detached four-car garage; par-three one hole golf course and putting green; indoor 
and outdoor swimming pools; and landscaped grounds. Irregular in plan, the main dwelling 
features stucco siding, a combination cross-hipped and mansard roof with composite shingles, 
dormer, and a massive brick chimney on the front façade. Also on the front façade, the 
fenestration pattern is mixed and includes divided-lite casement, single-lite casement, fixed, and 
bay windows. The rear façade exhibits aluminum ribbon windows, French doors with single-
glazed lites, aluminum glass sliders, a trellis with glass insets covering the porch on the first 
floor, and a covered deck on the second floor.  
 
Robert Finkelhor (1899-1957) designed and renovated numerous homes for the Hollywood 
icons of his day, including MGM executive Hunt Stromberg, MGM writer Irving Brecher, Barbara 
Stanwyck, Harpo and Zeppo Marx, and Norma Talmadge. Finkelhor favored Period Revival 
styles and commonly incorporated motifs such as stone veneer walls, false half timbering, 
multiple gabled rooflines and wood shake roofs. John Elgin Woolf (1908-1980) was known for 
his Hollywood-Regency style and focused primarily on residential designs. Clientele included 
Errol Flynn, Mae West, Greta Garbo, Katherine Hepburn, and Cary Grant. Elgin Woolf’s works, 
which included both new construction and remodels of existing residences, were characterized 
by their glamorous yet functional designs, which often included mansard roofs and over-scaled 
front doors.   
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Bob Hope (1903-2003) was an internationally known American entertainer whose career 
spanned nearly 80 years and every medium, appearing in over 70 films and shorts, countless 
television specials, radio broadcasts and theatrical productions. In 1934, Bob Hope married 
Dolores DeFina and the couple later adopted four children. In 1938, after signing with 
Paramount Pictures, Hope moved with his family to Hollywood from New York and shortly 
thereafter purchased the plot of land at 10350 Moorpark Street. 
 
By the mid-1940s, due to both his popularity in radio and film, Hope had become one of the 
most popular and successful performers in America, a distinction he would hold for the majority 
of his career. He was proclaimed as the “Entertainer of the 20th Century” by multiple polls 
conducted by ABC-TV Network News, A&E Biography Viewers and several newspapers and 
magazines in 1999. Throughout his life, Hope was awarded over two thousand honors and 
awards, including 54 honorary doctorates and five honorary Oscars. In addition to his radio, film 
and television career, Hope made more than 57 tours, spanning 50 years providing 
entertainment for active service American military personnel for the United Service Organization 
(USO). Moreover, Hope served as the USO’s Entertainment Coordinator from 1941-2001, 
retiring at the age of 98. 
 
Alterations to the Bob and Dolores Hope Estate over the years include the addition of a two-
story garage and studio building as well as a separate studio and watchman building in 1948; 
the addition of staff quarters, music room, breakfast room, and porch on first floor and addition 
of three bedrooms, nurse’s room, work room, bath facilities, and deck on the second floor of the 
main dwelling, as well as a swimming pool in 1950; the enlargement of several bedrooms, the 
living room, library, and dining room, and the extension of the second floor deck on the main 
dwelling in 1951; the addition of a cabana building in 1956; the addition of a greenhouse 
building (not extant) in 1963; the addition of two studio rooms, a receiving room, and a record 
vault in 1968; addition of an elevator in 1997; and an interior remodel of the family room, master 
bathroom, powder room, billiard room, and hallway, as well the enclosing of the rear patio of the 
main dwelling and addition of a  swimming pool and spa in 2000. 
 
The citywide historic resources survey, SurveyLA, identified the Bob and Dolores Hope Estate 
as individually eligible for listing or designation at the national, state and local levels as the 
home of American entertainer Bob Hope. 
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Bob and Dolores Hope Estate successfully meets one of the Historic-Cultural Monument 
criteria as being “identified with historic personages or with important events in the main 
currents of national, state, or local history” for its association with internationally known 
American entertainer Bob Hope. The property was custom built for Bob and his wife Dolores 
and was Bob Hope’s primary residence for the entirety of his Hollywood career. Over the six 
decades that the Hope occupied the property, it underwent a series of alterations to fit the 
continuously evolving needs and lifestyles of him and his family. These alterations included the 
addition of large trees for privacy, par-three one hole golf course and putting green for both Bob 
and Dolores, avid golfers, to practice, and a 4,000-square-foot office building for the staff that 
managed the Hopes’ successful radio, television, film and real estate business. Dolores Hope 
conceived many of the additions to the main dwelling throughout the years, eventually doubling 
its original 7,700 square feet footprint to nearly 15,000 square feet. Additionally, the couple 
acquired adjacent parcels of land, expanding the original two acres to over five. Both Bob and 
Dolores Hope continued to reside at the 10350 Moorpark Street property until they passed away 
in 2003 and 2011, respectively. 
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CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions 
taken by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the 
maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory 
process involves procedures for protection of the environment.” 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects 
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, 
conservation or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary 
of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for 
Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.” 
 
The designation of the Bob and Dolores Hope Estate as a Historic-Cultural Monument in 
accordance with Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (“LAAC”) 
will ensure that future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in 
accordance with Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC.  The purpose of the designation is to prevent 
significant impacts to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set 
forth in the LAAC.  Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the 
historic significance and integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible 
alterations and new construction and the demolition of an irreplaceable historic site/open space.  
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the 
LAAC and provide standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which 
will ensure the continued preservation of the subject property.   
 
The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is 
consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the environment 
through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural 
Monuments. 
 
The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed designation is 
consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and 
reconstruction of historic buildings and sites in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties. 
 
Categorical Exemption ENV-2016-3582-CE was prepared on October 31, 2016.  
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On September 16, 2016 the City Council initiated consideration of the subject property as an 
Historic-Cultural Monument worthy of preservation. On November 3, 2016, a subcommittee of 
the Cultural Heritage Commission consisting of Commissioners Barron and Milofsky visited the 
property, accompanied by staff members from the Office of Historic Resources.  
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Bob and Dolores Hope Estate 
10350 Moorpark Street 

 
Architectural Description 

Located in the Toluca Lake neighborhood of Los Angeles, the property at 10350 Moorpark Street was 
constructed in 1939 in the French Revival Style with Tudor Revival influences. Spanning over five acres, 
the Bob and Dolores Hope Estate consists of a two-story single-family-dwelling measuring nearly 15,000 
square feet; a two-bedroom guest house; two-bedroom staff quarters; detached four-car garage; golf 
course and putting green; indoor and outdoor swimming pools; and landscaped grounds. Irregular in plan, 
the main dwelling features stucco siding, a combination cross-hipped and mansard roof with composite 
shingles, dormer, and a massive brick chimney on the front façade. Also on the front façade, the 
fenestration pattern is mixed and includes divided-lite casement, single-lite casement, fixed, and bay 
windows. The rear façade exhibits aluminum ribbon windows, French doors with single-glazed lites, 
aluminum glass sliders, a trellis with glass insets covering the porch on the first floor, and a covered deck 
on the second floor.  The property is not fully visible from the street as it is situated behind privacy hedges, 
fences and a double gate inset with large iron “Hs”. 

 

Alterations 

Alterations to the Bob and Dolores Hope Estate over the years include an addition of a shed in 1940; the 
addition of a two-story garage and studio building as well as a separate studio and watchman building in 
1948; the addition of staff quarters, music room, breakfast room, and porch on first floor and addition of 
three bedrooms, nurse’s room, work room, bath facilities, and deck on the second floor of the main 
dwelling in 1950; the enlargement of several bedrooms, the living room, library, and dining room, and the 
extension of the second floor deck on the main dwelling in 1951; the addition of a cabana building in 1956; 
the addition of a greenhouse building (not extant) in 1963; the addition of two studio rooms, a receiving 
room, and a record vault in 1968; repair of the chimney due to damage caused by the Northridge 
earthquake in 1994; addition of an elevator in 1997; and an interior remodel of the family room, master 
bathroom, powder room, billiard room, and hallway, as well the enclosure of the rear patio of the main 
dwelling and addition of a swimming pool and spa in 2000. 

 

Statement of Significance 
 
The 10350 Moorpark property is significant due to its association with the American entertainer Bob Hope 
and his wife Dolores. It was originally custom designed for the couple by noted local Hollywood architect 
Robert Finkelhor. Finkelhor designed and renovated numerous homes for the Hollywood icons of his day, 
including MGM executive Hunt Stromberg, MGM writer Irving Brecher, Barbara Stanwyck, Harpo and 
Zeppo Marx, and Norma Talmadge. Finkelhor favored Period Revival styles and commonly incorporated 
motifs such as stone veneer walls, false half timbering, multiple gabled rooflines and wood shake roofs. 
In the 1950s, the Hopes commissioned noted architect John Elgin Woolf and interior designer Robert Koch 
Woolf, known for their Hollywood-Regency style, to design a series of remodels and expansions to the 
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property. John Elgin Woolf focused primarily on residential designs and his clientele included Errol Flynn, 
Mae West, Greta Garbo, Katherine Hepburn, and Cary Grant. Elgin Woolf’s works, which included both 
new construction and remodels of existing residences, were characterized by their glamorous yet 
functional designs, which often included mansard roofs and over scaled front doors.  At the Bob and 
Dolores Hope Estate, John Elgin Woolf designed more contemporary elements that were incorporated 
into the property such as using glass to accommodate Dolores Hope's desire to bring the expansive feeling 
of the grounds inside. 

Over the decades, the 10350 Moorpark Street property evolved to fit the changing needs of Bob and 
Dolores and their four children. The main house, landscape, and the later additions were designed to suit 
the needs of the Hopes’ lifestyle, including large trees for privacy, a par-three one hole golf course and 
putting green for both Bob and Dolores, avid golfers, to practice, and a 4,000-square-foot office building 
for the staff that managed the Hopes’ successful radio, television, film and real estate business.  Dolores 
Hope conceived many of the additions to the main dwelling throughout the years, eventually doubling its 
original 7,700 square feet footprint to nearly 15,000 square feet. Additionally, the couple acquired 
adjacent parcels of land, expanding the original two acres to over five. 
 
Besides being the home of Bob and Dolores Hope, the 10350 Moorpark Street property was known 
throughout the entertainment industry as a place for both large gatherings and intimate get-togethers of 
Hollywood’s elite and the Hopes’ celebrity neighbors. Guests included Frank Sinatra, Bing Crosby, Lucille 
Ball, and Jack Benny among others. President Richard Nixon even landed his helicopter on the grounds 
once so that he could play a few rounds at the nearby Lakeside Golf Course. 
 
Bob Hope (1903-2003) was an internationally known American entertainer whose career spanned nearly 
80 years and every medium, appearing in over 70 films and shorts, countless television specials, radio 
broadcasts and theatrical productions. He was a comedian, vaudevillian, actor, singer, dancer, author, and 
athlete, who began his entertainment career in the early 1920s on the stage. Born in London, England as 
Leslie (legally Lester) Townes Hope, Bob Hope immigrated to America with his family when he was four 
years old through Ellis Island on March 30, 1908, before moving to Ohio. In 1929, Hope informally changed 
his name to Bob while legally retaining the name of Lester, as evidenced by the name of the owner listed 
on the Application for the Erection of a Building permit issued in 1939 for the 10350 Moorpark Street 
property. 
 
In 1934, Bob Hope married Dolores DeFina in Erie, Pennsylvania and the couple later adopted four 
children. In 1938, Hope moved to Hollywood from New York after signing with Paramount Pictures, and 
shortly thereafter purchased the plot of land at 10350 Moorpark Street. Hope’s prolific movie career, best 
known for his comedies and the highly successful Road movies costarring Bing Crosby, spanned the years 
1934 to 1972 with occasional cameos throughout the 1980s. Throughout his entire Hollywood-based 
career, Bob Hope called the property at 10350 Moorpark Street home.   
 
By the mid-1940s, due to both his popularity in radio and film, Hope had become one of the most popular 
and successful performers in America, a distinction he would hold for the majority of his career. With the 
rise of popularity in television in the 1950s, Hope became an early pioneer, with his first TV special airing 
in 1954. Although Hope would go on to host numerous television specials throughout his 61 year career 
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at NBC, eventually claiming the distinction of “the longest running contract with a single network” in the 
Guinness Book of World Records, Hope’s Christmas specials were his most popular and far reaching.   
 
Hope also hosted the Academy Awards fourteen times during the period from 1939-1977, more than any 
other performer to date. Although he never won an Oscar, the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences awarded Hope five honorary Oscars in 1940, 1944, 1952 and 1965 for his services to the motion 
picture industry, the Academy of Motion Pictures Arts and Sciences, and to his commitment and 
contribution to the laughter of the world. Additionally, in 1959, the Academy awarded Hope the Jean 
Hersholt Humanitarian Award. 
 
In addition to his radio, film and television career, Hope made more than 57 tours, spanning 50 years, for 
the United Service Organization (USO), providing entertainment, laughs and cheer to active service 
American military personnel, both at home and abroad, during every major conflict from World War II to 
the Gulf War (1941-1991). Moreover, Hope served as the USO’s Entertainment Coordinator from 1941-
2001, retiring at the age of 98, two years before his death. Dolores Hope often accompanied her husband 
on his USO tours and in 1990 held the distinction of being the only female entertainer allowed to perform 
in Saudi Arabia. Bob Hope’s tours with the USO directly influenced the continual evolution of the 10350 
Moorpark Street house as Dolores Hope, if not touring with her husband, would often add to the floorplan 
while her husband was away. Linda Hope once stated that, “When Dad came back, Mother would joke 
that he’d need a road map to find the bedroom.”1  
 
Throughout his life, Hope was awarded over two thousand honors and awards, including 54 honorary 
doctorates. Noteworthy examples of Hope’s awards and honors include:  

• 1959, awarded the Emmy Trustees’ Award “for bringing the great gift of laughter to all peoples of 
all nations; for selflessly entertaining American troops throughout the world over many years; and 
for making TV finer by these deeds and by the consistently high quality of his TV programs through 
the years”;  

• 1963, the Congressional Gold Medal bestowed by President John F. Kennedy for services to his 
country, one of only three entertainers to ever be so honored;  

• 1969, the Presidential Medal of Freedom bestowed by President Lyndon B. Johnson for services 
to the men and women in the military through his work with the USO;  

• 1976, appointed an honorary Commander of the British Empire (CBE); 
• 1980, was the 64th person, and only civilian, to be awarded the United States Air Force Order of 

the Sword, recognizing his significant contribution to the enlisted corps;  
• 1985, the Lifetime Achievement Award at the Kennedy Center Honors;  
• 1990, inducted into the Radio Hall of Fame; 
• 1995, the National Medal of Arts;  
• 1997, the Ronald Reagan Freedom Award;  
• 1997, became the first and only person to be declared an honorary veteran of the United States 

Armed Forces in recognition of his decades of dedication to entertaining troops around the world 
by an act of the US Congress and ratified by President Bill Clinton; 

                                                           
1 Rebecca Keegan. “Bob Hope’s 1939 Toluca Lake ‘dream house’ is for sale.” Los Angeles Times, 
September 21, 2013. 
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• 1998, appointed an honorary Knight Commander of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire 
by Queen Elizabeth II. 

 
Although Hope’s popularity would wane in the 1970s and 1980s, leading to fewer public appearances and 
his eventual retirement in 1993, he never lost the admiration of the public he had entertained for so long. 
On the eve of the millennium, Hope was proclaimed as the “Entertainer of the 20th Century” by multiple 
polls conducted by ABC-TV Network News, A&E Biography Viewers and several newspapers and 
magazines in 1999. 
 
Bob and Dolores Hope lived at 10350 Moorpark Street for six decades, from 1939 until their deaths in 
2003 and 2011, respectively. Bob Hope passed away in the house at the age of 100, while Dolores Hope 
passed away in the house at the age of 102. According to Linda Hope, Bob and Dolores’ daughter, “The 
Moorpark house is a very special property in the Valley and something that meant a whole lot to my 
mother and dad. They built what for them was kind of a dream house.”2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
2 Rebecca Keegan. “Bob Hope’s 1939 Toluca Lake ‘dream house’ is for sale.” Los Angeles Times, 
September 21, 2013.  
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