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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the  

 CHARLOTTE AND ROBERT DISNEY HOUSE 
  
REQUEST:  Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
OWNER(S):   Sang Ho Yoo, Krystal Yoo, and Hyun Bae Kim 

3435 Wilshire Boulevard, #1190 
Los Angeles, CA  90010 

   
 Sang Ho Yoo and Krystal Yoo 
 4237 Vanetta Drive 
 Studio City, CA  91604 
    
APPLICANT: City of Los Angeles, Planning Department 
 200 North Spring Street, Room 559 
 Los Angeles, CA  90012 
 
 

   
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Declare the subject property a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles 
Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7. 

 
2. Adopt the staff report and findings. 

 
VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of Planning 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]   [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
    
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
   
Melissa Jones, Planning Assistant   
Office of Historic Resources  
  
Attachments: Director-Initiation Letter, dated July 20, 2016  
 2016 Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
 1990 Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
 Letter of Determination, dated November 22, 1990 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
 
HEARING DATE: September 15, 2016 
TIME:  9:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1010 
  200 N. Spring Street 
  Los Angeles, CA  90012 
 
EXPIRATION DATE: October 3, 2016 

CASE NO.: CHC-2016-2575-HCM 
                    ENV-2016-2576-CE 
 
Location: 4406 West Kingswell Avenue 
Council District: 4 
Community Plan Area: Hollywood 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Los Feliz/South Los Feliz 
Legal Description: Mount Hollywood Grandview  

Tract No. 2 
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FINDINGS 
 

• The Charlotte and Robert Disney House “reflects the broad cultural, economic, or social 
history of the nation, state, or community” as the birthplace of the Walt Disney Company.  
 

• The Charlotte and Robert Disney House “is identified with historic personages or with 
important events in the main currents of national, State or local history” for its 
association with Walt Disney.  
 
 

CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
 
 
SUMMARY 
 
The Robert and Charlotte Disney House is a one-story Craftsman house located in the Los Feliz 
neighborhood of Los Angeles at 4406 West Kingswell Avenue. The house was constructed in 
1914 by contractors Herbert and H. George Beer for Karl A. Miller of Pasadena. The property 
displays character-defining features that include: 
 

• Cross-gabled roof with attic vents 
• Exposed rafters and protruding rafter tails 
• Wood shingle cladding 
• Double-hung windows 

 
Walt Disney (1901-1966) relocated to Los Angeles in August of 1923 and moved into the 4406 
West Kingswell Avenue property with his uncle, Robert Disney, Robert’s second wife, Charlotte; 
and his cousin, Robert Jr. While not the original owners of the property, Robert and Charlotte 
bought the subject property less than a decade after its construction, and lived there from the 
1920s to the 1950s. Walt Disney lived at 4406 Kingswell Avenue for five dollars per month, 
paying an extra dollar for the garage’s use as a workspace.  
 
Walt Disney lived at the 4406 West Kingswell Avenue property from August to October 1923. 
During this time, he utilized the original, detached garage, where he brainstormed his earliest 
feature animations, modified a movie camera to take single-frame shots, and built his own 
animation table. Also, while living at the subject property, on October 16, 1923, Walt Disney 
signed a contract to produce his first animation series, the “Alice Comedies.”  
 
In 1981, the garage at 4406 West Kingswell Avenue was threatened with demolition. Historian 
and animation aficionado Paul Maher purchased the garage and rented the subject property. 
However, Maher soon after came into financial hardship and auctioned the garage to The 
Friends of Walt Disney, who donated the garage to the Stanley Ranch Museum. In 1984, the 
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garage was relocated to the museum site at 12174 Euclid Street in Garden Grove, California, 
where it exists today as a permanent exhibit that interprets the history of the building as Walt 
Disney’s first studio. 
 
Alterations to the subject property over the years include the replacement of living room 
hardwood floors and moldings in 1948 following fire and water damage; the relocation of the 
original garage between 1982 and 1984; removal of original kitchen cabinetry and other features 
in 2006; and replacement of original windows with vinyl reproductions at an unknown date.  
 
The citywide historic resources survey, SurveyLA, identified the Charlotte and Robert Disney 
House as individually eligible for listing or designation at national, state, and local levels. 
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Charlotte and Robert Disney House successfully meets two of the Historic-Cultural 
Monument criteria.  
 
The Charlotte and Robert Disney House “reflects the broad cultural, economic, or social history 
of the nation, state, or community” as the birthplace of the Walt Disney Company. It was in the 
original, detached garage at the 4406 Kingswell Avenue, that Walt Disney began brainstorming 
his earliest feature animations, modified a movie camera to take single-frame shots, and built 
his own animation table. Also, while living at the subject property, on October 16, 1923, Walt 
Disney signed a contract to produce his first animation series, the “Alice Comedies,” which is 
considered the official birthdate of the Walt Disney Company. 
 
The property also “is identified with historic personages or with important events in the main 
currents of national, state, or local history” for its association with renowned entrepreneur, 
animator, and film producer Walt Disney. Although Walt Disney only lived at the 4406 Kingswell 
Avenue for a brief period, from August to October 1923, the subject property was his first home 
in Los Angeles, and also the location of his first studio. 
 
 
QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions 
taken by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the 
maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory 
process involves procedures for protection of the environment.” 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects 
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, 
conservation or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary 
of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for 
Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.” 
 
The designation of the Charlotte and Robert Disney House as an Historic-Cultural Monument in 
accordance with Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (“LAAC”) 
will ensure that future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in 
accordance with Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC.  The purpose of the designation is to prevent 
significant impacts to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set 
forth in the LAAC.  Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the 
historic significance and integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible 
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alterations and new construction and the demolition of an irreplaceable historic site/open space.  
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the 
LAAC and provide standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which 
will ensure the continued preservation of the subject property.   
 
The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is 
consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the environment 
through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural 
Monuments. 
 
The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed designation is 
consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and 
reconstruction of historic buildings and sites in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties. 
 
Categorical Exemption ENV-2016-2576-CE was prepared on August 29, 2016.  
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On July 20, 2016, the Director of Planning, Vincent P. Bertoni, initiated consideration of the 
property as a proposed Historic-Cultural Monument worthy of preservation. On August 11, a 
subcommittee of the Cultural Heritage Commission consisting of Commissioners Barron and 
Milofsky visited the property, accompanied by staff members from the Office of Historic 
Resources.  
 
A previous Historic-Cultural Monument nomination for the Charlotte and Robert Disney House 
was submitted on June 15, 1990 by Lawrence G. Barnes of the So. Los Feliz Community 
Association. The nomination was taken under consideration by the Cultural Heritage 
Commission on July 11, 1990. At the final determination hearing heard before the Cultural 
Heritage Commission on November 21, 1990, the commissioners declined the nomination for 
lack of sufficient evidence.   
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