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FINDINGS

¢ The Metropolitan Water District Headquarters does not meet any of the four criteria of the
Cultural Heritage Ordinance and therefore is ineligible for designation as a Historic-Cultural
Monument.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument as
any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures or
sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community is
reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important events in
the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or
method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose individual
genius influenced his age.

SUMMARY

The Metropolitan Water District Headquarters campus is located at 1111 West Sunset Boulevard,
roughly between White Knoll Drive and Beaudry Avenue. Consisting of three, long low-rise
buildings, the original campus, landscape, and adjacent parking structure designed by the
renowned architect William Pereira (1909-1985), were constructed between 1961 and 1963. Later,
in 1971, an eight-story office tower building designed by William D. Coffey & Associates in the
International style was erected at the far northwest end of the campus, near White Knoll Drive.
Because the parking structure is still owned by the Metropolitan Water District, a separate
government authority, it is removed from consideration as part of the Historic-Cultural Monument
application.

The ability to deliver water with reliability has been integral to the history of Los Angeles and its
growth into a major metropolitan city. Initially created in 1928 to build an aqueduct to bring water
from the Colorado River to Southern California, the Metropolitan Water District went on to play an
instrumental role in the 1960s era State Water Project and by the 1980s, it established itself as a
global leader in water resources management, conservation, and reclamation. Today, the
Metropolitan Water District supplies nearly 60 percent of the water used in Southern California. The
significance of the Metropolitan Water District as an institutional backbone of the region’'s water
supply and delivery systems is reflected in the development of a headquarters campus in downtown
Los Angeles in the 1960s, which it occupied until 1997.

Architect William Leonard Pereira was born in Chicago in 1909 and later graduated with a degree in
architecture from the University of lllinois. His first architectural position was in the Chicago office of
Holabird and Root where he took part in planning and designing buildings for the 1933 Chicago
World’s Fair. Shortly thereafter, he formed a partnership with his brother, Hal Pereira, specializing in
movie theater design and in 1938, William Pereira relocated to Los Angeles to serve as architect
and art designer for Paramount Pictures. After World War Il, Pereira began to teach design studios
at the University of Southern California and in 1950, he partnered with his college classmate,
Charles Luckman, with whom he designed buildings across Southern California and the country. In
1958, Pereira established his own practice and went on to contribute to the more than 400 projects
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that he took part in throughout his career. Some of Pereira’'s well-known works in the Los Angeles
area include the Theme Building at Los Angeles International Airport (1961, HCM #570); the master
plan for the University of Southern California; the original Los Angeles County Museum of Art
building; and the Otis College of Art and Design.

The three main buildings of the Metropolitan Water District Headquarters campus, referenced in the
nomination as the Sunset Building, Alpine Building, and Beaudry Building to correspond with the
streets with which they align, are rectangular in plan with flat roofs and were originally connected by
a glass entrance gallery. The Sunset and Alpine Buildings are two and three stories respectively
and have a similar design featuring bands of windows across all levels. Above and below the
windows are bands of smooth stucco and the upper floors have slightly projecting balconies. The
long sides of the buildings also have “outrigger” columns that project above the buildings at regular
intervals along the elevations. The area between the Alpine Building and Sunset Building frame an
outdoor courtyard. With the exception of the elevation facing Sunset Boulevard which has no
windows on its upper two levels, the Beaudry Building has a similar design to the other two
buildings.

Over the years, there have been several changes to the 1960s Metropolitan Water District
Headquarters campus that include the removal of the central entry pavilion on the Alpine Street
entrance; the addition of a sanctuary building in 1998 on the Sunset Boulevard side that took the
place of an original walkway and pond features; and the removal of pre-cast concrete screens. The
1971 tower was substantially altered in a 2013 adaptive reuse project when the offices were
converted to residential units.

DISCUSSION

The Metropolitan Water District Headquarters does not meet the criteria for designation under the
Cultural Heritage Ordinance.

The applicant argues that the property is eligible under two criteria of the Ordinance: first, that the
property “reflects the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, state, or community”
for its association with the Metropolitan Water District; and second, that the property is “a notable
work of a master builder, designer, or architect whose individual genius influenced his or her age”
as the work of master architect William Pereira. While the Metropolitan Water District is an
important part of the history of the City of Los Angeles and William Pereira was a renowned master
architect, the subject property no longer maintains sufficient integrity of design, setting, materials,
workmanship, feeling, and association from the period of significance, 1963 to 1997.

As stated by the applicant in a letter to the Cultural Heritage Commission received by the City of
Los Angeles on July 21, 2016, “the design of the MWD was unique to the agency and created a
new standard in design, with attention to landscaping, water features, sunscreens, and internal
courtyards with gardens...” Without doubt, these were significant character-defining features of the
property; however very few of these, and other integral, original elements, remain intact. Below is a
list of major alterations that were made to the site of Metropolitan Water District Headquarters
campus:

¢ Removal of landscape features designed by pioneer landscape architect Robert Herrick
Carter (1920-1989) that included fountains and pools along two elevations visible by passing
motorists on Sunset Boulevard, glass walkway, grassy knoll at the east entrance, and
retaining walls
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e Addition of a sanctuary building in 1998 on the Sunset Boulevard side that took the place of
an original walkway and pond features

e Several additions to the high-rise tower that included a water feature at the entrance; wide,
overhanging cornice; and two-story penthouse

¢ Removal of historic fabric of the high-rise tower including original window system and all
concrete balcony railings

o Removal of historic fabric of Beaudry Building, including all pierced, concrete screens at
north and south elevations; concrete balcony railings; and features in board room and
cafeteria

o Removal of historic fabric of Sunset and Alpine Buildings, including all pierced, concrete
sunscreens at west and east elevations and within courtyard; concrete balcony railings; and
water pools west of Sunset Building

These alterations compromise the integrity and original design of the property and have
undermined its ability to convey its otherwise significant historic association with the Metropolitan
Water District or to represent a notable work of William Pereira. Therefore, staff recommends that
the former Metropolitan Water District Headquarters not be declared an Historic-Cultural
Monument.

BACKGROUND

On July 21, 2016, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the property under consideration
and on August 18, 2016 the Commission visited the property, accompanied by staff members from
the Office of Historic Resources.
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SUMMARY

The Metropolitan Water District Headquarters campus is located at 1111 West Sunset
Boulevard, roughly between White Knoll Drive and Beaudry Avenue. Consisting of three, long
low-rise buildings, the original campus, landscape, and adjacent parking structure designed by
the renowned architect William Pereira (1909-1985), were constructed between 1961 and 1963.
Later, in 1971, an eight-story office tower building designed by William D. Coffey & Associates
in the International style was erected at the far northwest end of the campus, near White Knoll
Drive.

The ability to deliver water with reliability has been integral to the history of Los Angeles and its
growth into a major metropolitan city. Initially created in 1928 to build an aqueduct to bring water
from the Colorado River to Southern California, the Metropolitan Water District went on to play
an instrumental role in the 1960s era State Water Project and by the 1980s, it established itself
as a global leader in water resources management, conservation, and reclamation. Today, the
Metropolitan Water District supplies nearly 60 percent of the water used in Southern California.
The significance of the Metropolitan Water District as an institutional backbone of the region’s
water supply and delivery systems is reflected in the development of a headquarters campus in
downtown Los Angeles in the 1960s, which it occupied until 1997.

Architect William Leonard Pereira was born in Chicago in 1909 and later graduated with a
degree in architecture from the University of lllinois. His first architectural position was in the
Chicago office of Holabird and Root where he took part in planning and designing buildings for
the 1933 Chicago World’s Fair. Shortly thereafter, he formed a partnership with his brother, Hal
Pereira, specializing in movie theater design and in 1938, William Pereira relocated to Los
Angeles to serve as architect and art designer for Paramount Pictures. After World War I,
Pereira began to teach design studios at the University of Southern California and in 1950, he
partnered with his college classmate, Charles Luckman, with whom he designed buildings
across Southern California and the country. In 1958, Pereira established his own practice and
went on to contribute to the more than 400 projects that he took part in throughout his career.
Some of Pereira’s well-known works in the Los Angeles area include the Theme Building at Los
Angeles International Airport (1961, HCM #570); the master plan for the University of Southern
California; the original Los Angeles County Museum of Art building; and the Otis College of Art
and Design.

The three main buildings of the Metropolitan Water District Headquarters campus, referenced in
the nomination as the Sunset Building, Alpine Building, and Beaudry Building to correspond with
the streets with which they align, are rectangular in plan with flat roofs and were originally
connected by a glass entrance gallery. The Sunset and Alpine Buildings are two and three
stories respectively and have a similar design featuring bands of windows across all levels.
Above and below the windows are bands of smooth stucco and the upper floors have slightly
projecting balconies. The long sides of the buildings also have “outrigger” columns that project
above the buildings at regular intervals along the elevations. The area between the Alpine
Building and Sunset Building frame an outdoor courtyard. With the exception of the elevation
facing Sunset Boulevard which has no windows on its upper two levels, the Beaudry Building
has a similar design to the other two buildings.

Over the years, there have been several changes to the 1960s Metropolitan Water District
Headquarters campus that include the removal of the central entry pavilion on the Alpine Street
entrance; the addition of a sanctuary building in 1998 on the Sunset Boulevard side that took
the place of an original walkway and pond features; and the removal of pre-cast concrete
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screens. The 1971 tower was substantially altered in a 2013 adaptive reuse project when the
offices were converted to residential units.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

FINDINGS

Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.
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Proposed Monument Description

SECTION 7A: DESCRIPTION

The site where the Metropolitan Water District’'s Sunset Boulevard Headquarters
Campus was located had been the site of a hospital but all structures were
demolished to make way for the new campus. Starting with effectively a new site,
the first steps focused on site planning and the first building permits were for
elements of the landscape design including preparing the site for the buildings. A
series of retaining walls, the most prominent along the major arterial street of
Sunset Boulevard, were constructed.

William Pereira and Associates were the architects and the site and landscape
designers from the beginning of development of the MWD campus. The
engineers for the project were Brandow and Johnson of Los Angeles and the
general contractor for the project was Diversified Builders from Paramount in
southeast Los Angeles County. All three companies were involved in the project
from the beginning with early site work as evidenced by building permits.

As described in newspaper articles of the time, the “facility will consist primarily of
three long, low buildings joined by a central pavilion and be situated on a slight
rise overlooking the four-level freeway interchange.”” The three buildings were
joined by a central glass pavilion and entry gallery.

A building permit (BP 88165) was issued in 1961 for construction of a total of
102,000 square feet in three low-rise buildings. The two longer buildings, referred
to in this application as the Sunset Building and the Alpine Building, are aligned
with Sunset Boulevard while the shorter building, Beaudry Building, has its
longest side aligned with Beaudry Avenue. The Beaudry Building was connected
to the Sunset and Alpine wings of the longer buildings by a narrow corridor. At a
later point in time an entry pavilion, shown as a narrow “T” shape projection into
the entry driveway courtyard, was constructed. The 1961 building permit shows
the location of the buildings as well as the entry courtyard open space and
surface parking on the Alpine Street side of the campus.

The three buildings are rectangular in plan with flat roofs. The Sunset and Alpine
Buildings are two and three stories respectively and have a similar design
featuring bands of windows across all levels to provide natural light into the
offices. Above and below the windows are bands of smooth stucco. The upper
floors have slightly projecting balconies. The long sides of the buildings also have
“outrigger” columns that project well above the building located at regular
intervals along the elevations. A separate building permit was taken out to “add
precast concrete screen panels” nine months after the initial permit. These pre-

"“Water District Moving to New Quarters Soon,” Los Angeles Times, November 22, 1962.
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cast concrete panels were attached to the outrigger columns; the panels have
been removed in recent years.

The elevations of the Alpine Building and Sunset Building where they face each
other, in the interior of the site, have elevations with windows similar to their
street facing elevations. The area between these buildings frame an exterior
courtyard, internal to the site. This courtyard continues to be defined by the
historic buildings of the campus.

The Beaudry Building has similar bands of windows on three elevations. The
elevation facing Sunset Boulevard has no windows on its upper two levels; rather
that elevation, facing the major street, has a solid wall that served to hold the
signage identifying the building as the MWD Headquarters. This building
contained the board room and facilities where there was a lesser need for
windows (as compared to the buildings that primarily held offices). The Beaudry
Avenue side of the building has a similar design as the Sunset and Alpine
Buildings with the band of windows, outrigger columns, slightly projecting
balconies and originally had the cast concrete screens.

The Alpine Street side of the site contains surface parking lots on either side of
the driveway courtyard entrance that is oriented to the entry pergola. Originally
there was a central entry pavilion that was later removed. There were a series of
water features, several pools and fountain and walkway on the Sunset Boulevard
side of the campus in this area between the Beaudry Building and the Sunset
Building, now containing the Sanctuary Building.

A decade later high-rise office tower building was constructed at the far
northwest end of the campus near White Knoll Drive. The 1971 building permit
was for “addition of a new office building” to be eight stories. The architect was
listed as the "owner” of the campus which was the Metropolitan Water District.
Stan Slavoff was listed as the engineer. According to an article in the Los
Angeles Times the architect for the building was William D. Coffey & Associates
with William J. Shirley as general contractor.? The eight-story building is of
International style design with glass exterior sheathing and projecting ledge
balconies.

The taller building reflects the design aesthetic of the complex and is
complementary to the overall massing and siting. The building was sited at the
far side of the low-rise buildings which allowed for vistas from the campus to
downtown Los Angeles to remain and provided views to downtown from the high-
rise building. In plan view, the Sunset Building and Alpine Building are linear bars
that project eastward from the hi-rise building. In addition, this siting of the high-
rise office building allowed for the original design of the low-rise campus to
dominate the site and retain the original campus design while accommodating

2aNater District Annex Under Construction,” Los Angeles Times, January 21, 1973.

Kaplan Chen Kaplan 2 2016



Historic Resource Evaluation 1111 N. Sunset Bivd.
Proposed Monument Description Los Angeles, California

the Metropolitan Water District’'s need for additional offices for the growing
institution.

The high-rise building has a flat roof with a deep overhang. Tapered columns are
located on the Alpine Drive and Sunset Boulevard sides of the building as a
reference to the outrigger columns of the 1963 Sunset and Beaudry Buildings’
design. This high-rise building was rehabilitated and adapted from offices to
residential units in 2013. At that time balcony ledges, similar to those on the
original buildings, were added as was a penthouse story.

Over the decades many building permits were taken out by the agency for
interior office changes to accommodate the evolving programmatic requirements
of the agency. These are typical of those that occur in most large office buildings
over several decades.

One major change to the site was the addition of a Sanctuary building in 1998 by
its then owner, the Holy Hill Community Church. The Sanctuary was constructed
in the open space area on the Sunset Boulevard side of the Beaudry Building
and the Sunset Building. That area contained ponds and walkway that lead to
the connecting corridor and the entry pavilion.

The Sanctuary Building is additive; it replaced entry pavilion that connected the
buildings but most of the Sanctuary Building filled a portion of the open space on
the Sunset Building side of the site. No portion of any of the original historic
buildings was demolished to accommodate the Sanctuary although the building
was constructed over some water features and walkway. The Sanctuary Building
is not integral to the historic buildings and can be removed.

The landscape design and organization of the site with its retaining walls, three
original 1963 buildings and the office tower from 1971, all remain in the same
locations on the site. The main change to the site was the 1997 addition of a
Sanctuary Building that resulted in removal of walkway and pond features. This
reversible addition did not change the relationship of any of the buildings on site.
The entry courtyard and open space on the Alpine Street side were not altered
by the addition of the Sanctuary except for removal of the small entry pavilion.

All the buildings along the Alpine Street side related to the major open space
area of the campus on this side as all of the 1961 low-rise buildings and 1971
high-rise building remain in their original location. The parcel containing the high-
rise office building was separated from the main parcel and sold off by the church
but this did not impact the physical relationship of the high rise building to the rest
of the campus headquarters..
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Statement of Significance

SECTION 7B.STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

History and Significance of Water and the Metropolitan Water District of
Southern California

The ability to deliver water with reliability has been integral to the history of Los
Angeles and the region. There are two major institutions that have been the
backbone of the water supply, its delivery systems and reliability of delivery that
allowed the Los Angeles region to grow into a major metropolitan: the
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California (MWD) and the City of Los
Angeles’ Department of Water and Power (DWP).

The relationship between these two major public water agencies, the
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California and the City of Los Angeles’
Department of Water and Power began in the early 20" Century. The challenge
for the City of Los Angeles’ ability to grow into a major metropolis, much less to
grow at all, was to develop a reliable source of water. The two agencies
collaborated on both water engineering projects to assure water delivery and on
service reliability. Both the MWD and DWP grew to into major institutions and in
the 1960s each agency developed major headquarters that served that agency’s
growing office needs and that symbolized the significance of each agency to the
region.

The Metropolitan Water District, the regional water agency, matured into an
organization that required its own institutional campus to support its growing
number of functions--from engineering and planning to administration and
governance—to be developed along Sunset Boulevard just west of downtown
Los Angeles in the 1960s.

The history of the Metropolitan Water District is entwined with that of the City of
Los Angeles’ Department of Water and Power and goes back to the early 20™
century history of Los Angeles. The City of Los Angeles under the leadership of
William Mulholland built the Los Angeles Aqueduct in 1913 to deliver water from
the Owens Valley. It was “built to serve the needs of a city with a population of
two million people and to last forty to fifty years...the growth of the Los Angeles
region since the importation of Owens Valley went beyond expectations, and
what officials had assumed would be enough water to supply the needs of the
city for some forty to fifty years suddenly seemed to be barely enough to supply
the existing population. By the early 1920s, a lingering drought had reduced the
overall flow of water in the Los Angeles Aqueduct to nearly half capacity.”' The

!Colorado River Aqueduct, HAER No.CA-226.P. 16.
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City grew and by 1960 had outgrown the water supply provided by the Los
Angeles Aqueduct. The City of Los Angeles has continued to supplement its
water supply and continues today often relying on the MWD for up 50 per cent of
its water.

Many accounts credit Mulholland as responsible for initiating interest in the
Colorado River as a source of additional water supply. The collaborative
relationship between the DWP and MWD began in the 1920s and in 1924
Mulholland along with about 250 delegates from 38 Southern California cities and
communities met to form the Colorado River Aqueduct Association.?

To use the Colorado River, a compact between the states had to be agreed upon
and it took several attempts to achieve federal legislation that also included
construction of Boulder Dam to provide the electrical power needed to move the
water. The passage of the Boulder Canyon Project Act in 1928 enabled the
newly constituted Metropolitan Water District of Southern California to be
organized and to build the Colorado River Aqueduct. The Colorado River
Aqueduct overall was the world’s most technologically-advanced water
conveyance system, and its construction was a major engineering achievement.

In 1927 in California the State Legislature passed the “Metropolitan Water District
Act” that allowed for metropolitan water districts to have functions including
“developing, storing and distributing water for domestic purposes. "Later
legislation expanded the purpose of the MWD to allow it to generate electricity.
The MWD was also enabled to “incur bonded debt and to acquire, construct,
operate and manage works and property, providing for the taxation of property.”
In November 1928 elections were held in 13 cities including the City of Los
Angeles asking voters if their city should join the new district. Ten cities decided
to join the City of Los Angeles including Anaheim, Beverly Hills, Burbank, Colton,
Glendale, Pasadena, San Bernardino, San Marino, Santa Monica and Santa
Ana. Representatives from the cities met in December of 1928 to formally
organize the Metropolitan Water district of Southern California. The MWD’s daily
operations in the first few years was as “a direct outgrowth of the Los Angeles
Department of Water and Power, and functioned under its aegis until May 1,
1930, when funds and equipment became available for Metropolitan to exist on
its own.”In 1931 when the first construction bonds were to be authorized, two
cities, Colton and San Bernardino withdrew and four more cities joined:
Compton, Fullerton, Long Beach and Torrance. Thus they comprised the “original
thirteen” cities of the MWD.*

2 0’Connor, Dennis E., The Governance of the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California: An
Overview of the Issues, p. 29.

®Ibid., p.29.

“Ibid., p. 30.

Kaplan Chen Kaplan 2 2016



Historic Resource Evaluation 1111 N. Sunset Bivd.
Statement of Significance Los Angeles, California

In 1930, Frank E. Weymouth, MWD'’s first Chief Engineer, laid out the MWD’s
mission to: meet current and future water needs; replenish and restore ground
water levels; and protect underground supplies from saltwater intrusion.”In 1931
the MWD Board of Directors adopted a more comprehensive vision for
MWD:“Those portions of the Coastal Plain to which the aqueduct system can
economically deliver water are regarded as the ultimate area that should be
included within the Metropolitan Water District. Water will be made available to all
areas within the District in accordance with their requirements, domestic use
being the dominant use.”

In the 1940s the MWD evolved and grew when the aqueduct was completed and
water delivered to member agencies and a number of agencies annexed into the
district, including from outside the coastal plain. As a result the MWD’s policy
was revised in 1952 with what became known as the Laguna Declaration. This
declaration committed the MWD to meeting all supplemental water supply needs
for Southern California and declared that the agency would be the only supplier
of supplemental water for the region. In following years more of the region
annexed into MWD, the agency became a member of the state water project,
and its role broadened beyond supplying water to doing integrated resource
planning. As of 1992 the MWD’s official Mission Statement notes “the mission of
the MWD of Southern California is to provide its service area with adequate and
reliable supplies of high quality water to meet present and future needs in an
environmentally and economically responsible way.”

Historian Steven P. Erie observed “fierce battles have been fought publicly—in
the MWD boardroom, in state and federal legislation, regulatory agencies, the
courts, and at the ballot box. Metropolitan’s public history is an epic featuring
both cooperation and conflict. In the early years, this extraordinary regional
partnership financed and built the Colorado River Aqueduct, annexed most of
Southern California into its service territory, and provided vital support for the
1960 era State Water Project.”

Historian Steven P. Erie observes “Southern California was far from a regional
behemoth when the Met [MWD] was created. First delivering Colorado River
water in 1941, the water district had a population of only 2 million residents, with
a service area encompassing 625 square miles (two thirds of which lay within
Los Angeles’ city limits). Demonstrating that water is indeed the region’s
lifeblood, MWD’s customers and service territory have since multiplied over
eightfold, respectively. By 2005, Metropolitan would serve 18 million residents in
over 300 cities and communities, representing more than 85 percent of the
population of six Southland Counties.... MET [MWD] now serves more than one
out of every 20 Americans as a customer.”

°Ibid., p. 30.

®Ibid., p. 30.

"Erie, Steven P., Beyond Chinatown, p. 5.
8lbid., pp. 9-10.
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Erie also points out that MWD is “one of the nation’s largest special districts—
independent, limited-purpose local governments set up to provide services
unavailable from general-purpose city and county governments.”

History and Significance of the Metropolitan Water District Sunset
Boulevard Headquarters Campus

The Metropolitan Water District campus and buildings, developed for this major
Southern California institution, symbolize the establishment and maturation of
Los Angeles and Southern California as a major US city and metropolitan area,
no longer considered a distant western outpost. With a reliable water supply the
City and region was able to grow into a major population center supported by
investment in civic infrastructure.

At the beginning of World War Il the population of the City of Los Angeles was
1,504,277 and the population of Los Angeles County was 2,785,643. By 1960 the
population of the City of Los Angeles had grown to 3,694,820 and the County
had grown to 6,039,834. This growth was the result of reliable access to water
that supported the ability to build new housing, businesses and manufacturing
facilities. The Metropolitan Water District had grown to support these needs and
at mid-century MWD anticipating another population boom for Southern
California needed its own campus to support its engineering, planning,
administration and governance functions that had grown in size and
sophistication. The Los Angeles Times noted that the new headquarters facility
was “to house expanded operations of the MWD.”"°

At mid-century, the Metropolitan Water District had “never..had a headquarters
building of its own...[as] since shortly after its formation...the district has been
quartered in leased offices in a building housing the Million Dollar Theater” at 306
W. 3" Street (at Broadway) in downtown Los Angeles.'" That building also
housed the Municipal Water Department of the City of Los Angeles, predecessor
to the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (DPW) as well as housing
offices of William Mulholland.

In the late 1950s the MWD’s Directors, representing Southern California’s six
counties, anticipating population growth and recognizing the agency had evolved
into a major public institution, decided to invest in a dedicated headquarters
campus that the agency would own. In 1959 the MWD purchased a seven acre
parcel of land at Sunset Boulevard and Beaudry Avenue in the Victor Heights
neighborhood for $1.2 million. The hillside site formerly was Beaudry Park and

9 .
Ibid., p. 15.
MWD to Construct New Headquarters in LA: Multimillion Dollar Facility Will Be Erected on Seven-Acre
Sunset Blvd. Site,” Los Angeles Times, April 26, 1961.
" “Water District Moving to New Quarters Soon,” Los Angeles Times, November 22, 1962.
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then was developed as Sister’'s Hospital and later known as St. Vincent’s
Hospital.

In 1963 the MWD sited its new headquarters campus on this parcel, on arise,
along the major arterial of Sunset Boulevard, almost on axis with the new Los
Angeles Department of Water and Power building. Transportation infrastructure
improvements included freeway expansion and civil engineering innovations
such as the “four-level interchange” (1953), the first stack interchange, located on
the northwest side of downtown Los Angeles. The area around the “Four-level
interchange” became the location of major public institutions such as the Los
Angeles Music Center Buildings (Dorothy Chandler Pavilion, Mark Taper Forum,
Ahmanson Theater by Welton Becket & Associates, 1964-69) located to the
southeast of the “four-level” with the sister water agencies, the Los Angeles
Department of Water and Power Headquarters (1963 A. C. Martin) located
southeast and the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California
Headquarters (William Pereira, 1961-62) located just northwest of the “four-
level.”

The Los Angeles Times highlighted these developments stating the “the west
end of the Civic Center, long overlooked in the rush to develop other sections of
the central city, is emerging as one of Southern California’ true architectural
showplaces” and noted that the MWD campus and buildings “diagonally across
the four-level freeway interchange, although not in the Civic Center proper, is
linked by the building’s public service nature...[and] will complement each other
in opposite quadrants of the freeway interchange.”*?

The architectural firm of William Pereira & Associates of Los Angeles was
elected to design the new headquarters campus including the three office
buildings, landscape design and adjacent parking structures.”A $2,7 million
dollar construction contract was given to Diversified Builders, Inc.'

The landscape design of the campus began in 1961 with construction of retaining
walls around portions of the oval hilltop site. An entrance drive and courtyard
was situated on the east side, the Alpine Street side, of the campus and open
space and surface parking areas were included on that side.

The $5.2 million dollars headquarters was to consist of “three long three-story
buildings linked by a central glass pavilion” with 100,000 square feet of floor
space for 200 administrative and engineering employees. Administrative and
engineering offices were contained in the long twin buildings; the third building
incorporated the board of directors room and an auditorium and cafeteria. A
glass entrance gallery connected the three main buildings. Building facades were

'2<New Architectural Beauty to Flower at Civic Center,” Los Angeles Times, July 23, 1962.

'* “Headquarters Building Open,” Los Angeles Times, June 30, 1963.

" “MWD to Construct New Headquarters in LA: Multimillion Dollar Facility Will Be Erected on Seven-Acre
Sunset Blvd. Site,” Los Angeles Times, April 26, 1961.
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comprised of “large perforated screens of cast stone, exposed ‘out-rigger’
columns and wide expanses of glass are combined in the facade.”’® There was
parking for 200 cards on the Alpine Street side of the campus .The campus was
organized to allow for expansion and in 1971 a high-rise building was added to
the campus at the northwestern end of the oval parcel.

The Metropolitan Water District Headquarters campus was dedicated in June of
1963 and served the agency until 1997 when MWD moved to a building adjacent
to Los Angeles Union Station. The Sunset Boulevard campus, including all the
buildings and grounds, was sold to a Korean based church, known as Holy Hill
Community Church. That organization adapted the facility into a church. All the
original buildings were retained. The high rise building also remained. The major
change to the campus under this ownership was the addition of a multi-story
Sanctuary that was placed on the Sunset Boulevard side between the short side
(east side) of the Sunset Building and the Beaudry Building. No buildings were
demolished however, a set of concrete walkways with water filled pools were
removed to accommodate the Sanctuary. This addition stands alone and is not
integral with the original buildings. Recent changes include removal of the pre-
cast concrete screens. The campus and its buildings were placed into bankruptcy
in 2014.

During the period 1960 to 2000, of which for 34 years the MWD occupied their
Sunset Boulevard campus, the City of Los Angeles grew from a population of
2,479,015 in 1960 to 3,694,820, adding well over a million new water users.
During that same period just the County of Los Angeles grew from a population
of 6,039,834 to that of 9,519,338, a gain of almost 2 %2 million people. The MWD
served the needs of this combined population growth of the City of Los Angeles
and the county of approximately 3 %2 million people during the period that the
Metropolitan Water District was headquartered on the campus on Sunset
Boulevard.

The work of the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California ensuring
adequate water for the needs of the growing population and the growth of a
robust Southern California economy took place at the Sunset Boulevard campus
headquarters between 1963 and 1997. The MWD headquarters campus
supported the activities of the agency and its life-sustaining activities as it
provided the engineering, maintenance, operations and administration to ensure
delivery of a reliable supply of safe water to the City of Los Angeles and many
other cities in the region.

The Sunset Boulevard campus headquarters of the Metropolitan Water District
also symbolized the Los Angeles’ region’s evolution into a modern metropolis.
The Sunset Building with its long elevation along Sunset Boulevard, the Alpine
Street building and the entry courtyard and open space on the Alpine Street

15 “Headquarters Building Open,” Los Angeles Times, June 30, 1963..

Kaplan Chen Kaplan 6 2016



Historic Resource Evaluation 1111 N. Sunset Bivd.
Statement of Significance Los Angeles, California

side,the high rise anchoring the northwest end of the campus and Beaudry
Avenue Building at the east end, along with the overall campus setting served
the Metropolitan Water District and the people of Southern California for
decades. The Metropolitan Water District's Sunset Boulevard Headquarters
Campus remains a tangible and significant symbol of the history of water and the
growth of Southern California.

Biography and Significance of William Pereira

William Leonard Pereira was born in Chicago in 1909. He graduated from the
University of lllinois with a degree in architecture. During his college years he
worked for the school’'s Theater Department. His first architectural position was in
the Chicago office of Holabird and Root where he was part of a large team that
planned and designed buildings for the 1933 Chicago’s World’s Fair. Shortly
thereafter he formed a partnership with his brother, Hal Pereira, specializing in
movie theater design. They achieved considerable success designing theaters
across the U.S. In 1938 William Pereira relocated to Los Angeles to serve as
both architect and art designer for Paramount Pictures and he went on to work
for a number of movie studios. Pereira served as art director and producer on
some films and his work was recognized with an Academy of Motion Pictures
Arts and Sciences “Oscar” award (Best Effects, Special Effects for Reap the Wild
Wind in 1943).

After World War |l Pereira began to expand his professional practice and also
began to teach design studios at the University of Southern California. In 1950
Pereira partnered with Charles Luckman, a classmate from college days, who
had just retired as president of Lever Brothers corporation. This partnership
lasted eight years during which the firm “earned enviable commissions both
locally and abroad and produced a wide range of work in both planning and
architecture.”™® Architectural historian/curator Elizabeth Smith observes that in
this decade in Southern California there were “clients and patrons who readily
embraced Modern architecture for its ability to convey a future-oriented spirit of
innovation aligned with the tenor of the times, and because its relative simplicity
was often the most cost-effective solution.”"”

Projects from the Pereira Luckman partnership include CBS Television City, J.
W. Robinson stores in Beverly Hills, Pasadena and Palm Springs, and Union Qil
Building. According to Smith, their work of this period “resonated with the
expansive, optimistic, and forward-looking culture of Southern California at mid-
century” and “while all were variants of a modern idiom, comparisons among
them reveal the diversity and eclecticism of the office’s production, signaling the
advent of what writer Leon Whiteson later called a ‘panoramic, wide-screen

'® Johnson, Scott.“William Leonard Pereira,” in Modernist Maverick, p. 15.
17Smi’[h, Elizabeth A. T., “To Satisfy the Future,” in Modernist Maverick.p. 21.
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approach to architecture’ that would become more pronounced in Pereira’s work
of the following decade.”’®

In 1958 the partnership ended and Pereira established his own practice.

As Scott Johnson observes in his biographical monograph on Pereira, the late
1950s and 1960s were “an expansive time in California and a growing post-war
Los Angeles had become an established headquarters city for automobile
production, movie studios, television, aerospace and an emerging corporate
culture in finance, insurance and the services sector. It was in this period that
Pereira developed his practice and, ultimately, the work for which he is largely
remembered”'® Elizabeth Smith observes that after the split Pereira’s reputation
further expanded as he continued to win increasingly large-scale and prominent
commissions. Of immense importance to cementing his significance as a major
player in the field of mid-century architecture and urbanism was his appearance
on the September 1963 cover of TIME Magazine which brought him to national
attention.”?® Pereira also served as a professor at USC from 1949 to 1957.

Pereira’s architectural firm worked in the Corporate Modern, New Formalism, and
Brutalist styles. Smith observed “unlike many of his contemporaries, he
undertook few residential projects, preferring to specialize in institutional work.
Projects included work for the Transamerica Corporation, a financial services
conglomerate that was headquartered in downtown Los Angeles in the 1960s
and Pereira designed a new, centrally located corporate headquarters. When the
company moved its headquarters to San Francisco, Pereira designed the now
iconic Transamerica Pyramid building.

n21

Pereira also designed the original Los Angeles County Museum of Art building
complex. He was part of the group, and arguably the lead designer, of the team
that designed the Theme Structure at LAX (a joint venture with Welton Becket
and Paul Williams). Other projects include the USC Master Plan and numerous
buildings on campus; the Los Angeles County Museum of Art; the Central Library
at University of California, San Diego; University of California, Irvine, Master
Plan; Santa Fe Springs Civic Center; Golden West College; Occidental Life
Insurance Company Headquarters; Union 76 Gas Station; Otis College of Art and
Design as well as the headquarters of the Metropolitan Water District.??

As architectural historian James Steele notes “few architects have made the
cover of Time magazine: Frank Lloyd Wright, Philip Johnson, |I.M. Pei and
William Pereira are among this select group.”??

®bid., p. 22.

Ipid., p. 15.

lbid, p. 23.

ZSmith, Elizabeth A. T., “To Satisfy the Future,” in Modernist Maverick.p. 21.
Ibid., p. 17.

B Steele, James. William Pereira. p. 12

Kaplan Chen Kaplan 8 2016



Historic Resource Evaluation 1111 N. Sunset Bivd.
Statement of Significance Los Angeles, California

Over 50 years of practice, “Pereira and the dynamic firms he lead, designed and
built more than 400 projects around the world” that ranged from “smaller
structures such as houses to large buildings and complexes and entire
multifunctional environments for corporations, cities, and governments.” His
‘base in California became a veritable laboratory of architectural ideas—formal
and structural gestures governed by experiments in material and function made
possible by the promise of Modern Architecture.“*

Johnson states “by the end of Pereira’s career, he had achieved enormous
professional success, produced work near and far and, as did few others of his
generation, he had followed Modernism from its inception to its natural
conclusion.”® Architectural historian James Steele notes that “at the time of his
death in 1985, William Pereira led one of the largest and most influential
architectural and planning firms in the world with a resume of incredibly diverse
projects.”®

Pereira was a fellow of the American Institute of Architects and a member of the
President’s National Council on the Arts. Pereira continued to lead his
architectural firm until his death in 1985 at the age of 76.

Architect Scott Johnson in the biographical monograph, William Leonard Pereira,
states “the work of William L. Pereira and Associates in its prime was voluminous
and diverse” including a number “of which became highly visible and display the
idealism and Modernist iconography for which Pereira became known.”?’

Colin Robertson, Charles N. Mathewson Curator of Education at the Nevada
Museum of Art, observes “at its core, architecture is both product and process.
That is, architecture at its most fundamental sense is both object and the
processes by which it is imaged, designed, engineered, constructed, realized,
used, revised and reused. The architecture and planning envisioned and realized
throughout Pereira’s career reflects and reinforces these principles. As objects
the individual structures...are defined by their shapes and forms.”?®

Robertson continues observing “the formal simplicity permits Pereira’s structures
to be seen first as objects and then recognized as increasingly powerful symbols
of the future and post-war promise of modern technologies.” He adds “what
resonates most in Pereira’s work, however, is an architectural point of view
oriented toward time—the future, permanence, and the function of architecture
as process...Pereira designed plans for the flexible and unforeseen
accommodation of future users and uses...he did not, and could not possible,
predict the future, exponential growth and changing needs of places...but to his

24 Robertson, Colin M. “Introduction,” Modernist Maverick, p. 12.
% Johnson, p. 19.

26Steele, p. 12.

T\pid, p. 15.

28Robertson, Colin M., “Introduction,” Modern Maverick, p. 12.
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credit he did successfully anticipate enormous changes in culture, technology
and architecture in the twentieth century with a kind of bravado akin to
clairvoyance.”®

Architectural historian/curator Elizabeth T. A. Smith states “Pereira’s Modernism
of the 1960s continued to boldly manifest eclecticism, increasingly characterized
by a strong sense of pattern geometrical flourishes, and uses of contrasting
materials and textures. While grounded in a Modern vocabulary, the significant
examples of civic architecture that he realized in the early to mid-1960s, including
numerous works on the campus of the University of Southern California the new
building complex for the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, the Dickson Art
Center at UCLA, the Metropolitan Water District building.”*°

Johnson notes that the late 1950s and 1960s were a time when “city centers
were exploiting the broad powers of urban renewal and eminent domain, clearing
large and historic downtown Los Angeles neighborhoods such as Bunker Hill and
Chavez Ravine.” Johnson also states that the “period of the 1960s and 70s” was
“when the work of William L. Pereira and Associates was at its peak.”" It was at
this time when William Pereira and Associates designed the headquarters
campus on Sunset Boulevard for the Metropolitan Water District of Southern
California.

SECTION 6: APPLICABLE HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT CRITERIA
Applicable Historic-Cultural Monument Criteria

The Metropolitan Water District Sunset Boulevard Headquarters Campus meets
the following Cultural Heritage Ordinance Criteria:

1) Reflects the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation,
state or community.

In 1963 the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California (MWD) moved
from leased offices to its first permanent institutional headquarters on a new
campus at 1111 Sunset Boulevard. The development of the headquarters
campus marked a maturity of the agency into a major public institution with a
significant mission—to provide reliable and safe water to Los Angeles and the
region. The work at the headquarters campus included governance,
administration, engineering, facility operations and maintenance (of facilities
including aqueduct, reservoirs and dams), as well as research.

“Ibid, p 12.
0Smith, p. 24.
31Johnson, Scott.“William Leonard Pereira,” in Modernist Maverick, p. 15
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During the 34-year period of occupation of the headquarters campus the
population of the City of Los Angeles increased by over one million people and
the County of Los Angeles population increased by almost 2 %z million people.
The work of the MWD supplying reliable and safe water to homes, to businesses,
to health care facilities/hospitals, schools, for manufacturing and industrial uses
and to every place humans gathered, enabled the City of Los Angeles and the
region to grow in spite of a climate with limited rainfall, a region with limited
ground water supply, and periods of drought.

The Sunset Boulevard Headquarters Campus of the Metropolitan Water District
of Southern California reflects the history of the economic and social
development of the region in the second half of the 20™ century as a major public
institution, and one that was responsible for the basic needs of human life and
supported the development of the City of Los Angeles and the region into a major
metropolitan area. The City of Los Angeles and the region experienced robust
population and economic growth in the second half of the 20" Century because
of the ongoing work of MWD providing an adequate and reliable supply of water.

Historian Steven P. Erie states “today, ‘Empire of the West’ might more aptly
describe the Metropolitan Water District itself. MWD was created in 1928 to bring
supplemental water from the Colorado River to the city of Los Angeles and 10
other Southland municipalities. Later, its role as regional water policy impresario
greatly expanded. In the 1970s, MWD began delivering imported water from
Northern California via the State Water Project’s aqueduct system. Since the
1980s, as MWD installed more environmentally friendly water policies and rates,
Southern California has become a global leader in water resources management
and diversification, conservation efforts, and reclamation. Metropolitan now
serves as the region’s de facto water policymaker...[and] MWD also functions as
the major voice for the region’s water interests statewide and nationally.
Supplying nearly 60 percent of the water used in urban Southern California,
Metropolitan undergirds one of the world’s great regional economies.”*?

2) Is identified with historic personages or with important events in the
main currents of national, state or local history.

Many people have been associated with the governance and work of the MWD
over the decades. Joseph Jensen served as Chair of the MWD Board from 1949
to 1974, leading the agency when the Sunset Boulevard Headquarters Campus
was envisioned and developed. In a letter to Jensen, Los Angeles attorney
Frank P. Doherty said “you have been a material part in building an empire”
which can be said of many who worked over those years helping MWD to

*Erie, p. 7, 9.
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become the world’s largest and arguably most successful regional water
agency.”®

Historian Steven P. Erie lists some of the “region’s public entrepreneurs who
created, led, and managed Metropolitan. These include William Mulholland;
unsung municipal attorneys such as L.A.’s William Burgess Matthews and
Pasadena’s James Howard, who together wrote the MWD state enabling
legislation; powerful Met directors such as founding board chair W.P. Whitsett,
long-serving and imperious L.A. representative and chair Joe Jensen, and San
Diego’s forceful and irascible Fred Heilbron; and a corps of MWD general
managers from early engineers in the Mulholland mold such as Frank
Weymouth, Julian Hinds, Robert Diemer, and Robert Skinner to, more recently,
lawyers such as John Lauten, Carl Boronkay, and Ron Gastelum.?*

The Metropolitan Water District Sunset Boulevard Headquarters Campus served
as the administrative offices and center of its governance for 34 years from 1963
to 1997, a period of great growth of the region. Agency executive management,
civic leaders and Governing Board members along with research scientists and
engineers worked to supply water to the people of Southern California from the
buildings and courtyard spaces of this campus.

3) Embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural
specimen, inherently valuable for study of a period, style, or method
of construction.

The 1963 buildings and landscape design of the Sunset Boulevard Headquarters
Campus of the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California were designed
by the master architectural firm of William Pereira and Associates. As architect
Scott Johnson states, the work of William L. Pereira and Associates in its prime
was voluminous and diverse” including a number “of which became highly visible
and display the idealism and Modernist iconography for which Pereira became
known.”® Johnson also states that the “period of the 1960s and 70s” was “when
the work of William L. Pereira and Associates was at its peak.”® It was at this
time when William Pereira and Associates designed the Sunset Boulevard
Headquarters Campus of the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California.

The placement of the buildings on the oval shaped campus and their relationship
to each other remain as does the basic landscape design of the site. The
relationship of the campus buildings to each other and to the surrounding streets
remain. The campus is defined by retaining walls that sculpt the rise that the

Bbid., p. 16.
34 1.
Ibid., p. 15.
3|pid, p. 15.
36Johnson, Scott.“William Leonard Pereira,” in Modernist Maverick, p. 15
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campus sits upon. The original entry drive and original pedestrian access points
remain.

The three major original buildings and the 1973high-rise building remain. The
design of the three 1963 era buildings include original windows, exterior cladding,
and exterior materials of most of the original buildings, including outrigger
columns, remain. The pre-cast concrete panels that were attached to the out-
rigger columns were removed in recent years.

The 1973high-rise building was sited at the far northwestern end of the site so as
not to impact the low-rise feeling of the campus setting. This building along with
the 1963 Sunset Building and Alpine Building, create a courtyard area in the
interior of the site. The 1973 high-rise building was rehabilitated in an adaptive
reuse to residential units.

Although a loss of some historic fabric and character-defining features to the
1963 era buildings, the primary structures, forms and exteriors of these buildings
remain and are in good condition. The 1973 high rise building was rehabilitated
and is in good condition.

The Sanctuary is an added element that was placed over the hardscape and
water pools that were located between the Beaudry Building and the Sunset
Building. The Sanctuary Building is not integral to the Sunset Building or Beaudry
Building. The original relationship of the Beaudry Building to the Sunset Building
would be re-established with the removal of the Sanctuary.

Except for the Sanctuary, the three original buildings along with the 1973 high
rise building remain in their original locations. The setting of the campus
headquarters remains similar to the original configuration with the exceptions
noted above. Thus the relationship of the original buildings to each other
remains; the building addition of the Sanctuary could be removed and this would
re-establish the relationship of the original buildings at that location. Although the
pre-cast concrete panels have been removed, the MWD Headquarters Campus
original buildings retain a majority of their exterior finish--the pre-cast concrete
screens were applied and were not physically or structurally integrated into the
exterior skin of the building.:

The majority of the buildings and campus site plan represents the work of master

architect William Pereira and is a significant example of Pereira’s institutional
design work.

The Metropolitan Water District Sunset Boulevard Headquarters Campus retains
a good level of architectural integrity:

Kaplan Chen Kaplan 13 2016
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Location: The Sunset Building, Alpine Building and Beaudry Building are in their
original location. The 1973 high- rise office building is in its original location, a
location for expansion that would not impact the original three buildings, or the
low-rise setting of the majority of the campus or the relationships of the original
buildings to each other. The original retaining walls that sculpted the hillside site
remain at their original location. The driveway and entry drive and courtyard are
in their original location as are the parking structures across the street.

Design: The plan of the three original buildings, the 1973 high-rise, the vehicle
entry, and parking structures remain in their original location and original
relationship to each other. The underlying design of all three original buildings is
intact. While the pre-cast concrete screens have been removed, the out-rigger
columns (a strong vertical design element) remain. The exterior cladding and
windows that are integral to the three original buildings (the screens were
attached to the out-rigger columns and not to the buildings’ exterior) remain in
place. An alteration that is reversible is the addition of the Sanctuary that was
constructed in a space between two of the original buildings. The Sanctuary
could be removed which would re-establish the relationship of the original
buildings at that point.

Setting: The topographic features and landscape design, excluding the
hardscape elements of the now Sanctuary area, of the MWD Headquarters
Campus remain. A major element, the retaining walls that sculpt the campus
remain along the perimeter. The setting is somewhat different from the original
as the landscaping elements of trees and shrubs have matured over the
decades. What was originally a set of buildings on a fairly bare hillside, and thus
highly visible, the buildings are now somewhat obscured by trees and foliage.
This is the natural anticipation of any landscaping so although different, today’s
setting represents the maturing of the natural elements of the landscape design..
The main disruption of the setting is the additive Sanctuary wing which resulted
in removal of water features.

Feeling: The feeling of the site as an institutional office campus remains today.
The buildings reflect their mid-20™ century period of construction.

Materials: The three original buildings retain most of the integral exterior
materials including cladding, windows, out-rigger columns. The pre-cast
concrete screens that were attached to the columns have been removed, but the
majority of the exterior skin and windows of the three original buildings remain.
The high-rise building retains its original exterior design and materials.

Workmanship: The workmanship of construction is representative of the period
of construction in the mid-20™ Century.

Association: The MWD Headquarters Campus is significant for its mission and
the people who led the agency. The campus served to house the work of the
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MWD in its mission to supply reliable and safe water to homes, to businesses, to
health care facilities/hospitals, schools, manufacturing and industrial uses and to
every place humans gathered, enabled the City of Los Angeles and the region,
enabling the region to grow in spite of a climate with limited rainfall, limited
ground water supply and to survive periods of drought for over thirty years. The
campus design and buildings are also associated with the master architect
William Pereira and Associates who was in the prime years as designer in the
mid-century period of the 20" century.

The California Office of Historic Preservation Technical Assistance Series #6,
California Register and National Register: A Comparison states that “integrity is
the authenticity of an historical resource’s physical identity evidenced by the
survival of characteristics that existed during the resource’s period of
significance. Historical resources eligible for listing in the California Register
must meet one of the criteria of significance...and retain enough of their historic
character or appearance as to be recognizable as historical resources and to
convey the reasons for their significance...Integrity is evaluated with regard to
the retention of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association.”

The Metropolitan Water District Sunset Boulevard Headquarters Campus meets
all seven aspects of integrity: location, design, setting, material, workmanship,
feeling, and association. The majority of the physical characteristics that defined
the campus during the period of significance from 1963 through 1997, the years it
was occupied by the MWD, remain visible and in good condition today.

4) A notable work of a master builder, designer, or architect whose
individual genius influences his or her age.

The Metropolitan Water District Sunset Boulevard Headquarters Campus was
designed by William Pereira and Associates. Over 50 years of architectural
practice “Pereira and the dynamic firms he lead, designed and built more than
400 projects around the world” that ranged from “smaller structures such as
houses to large buildings and complexes and entire multifunctional environments
for corporations, cities, and governments.” His “base in California became a
veritable laboratory of architectural ideas—formal and structural gestures
governed by experiments in material and function made possible by the promise
of Modern Architecture.“*’

The late 1950s and 1960s were “an expansive time in California and a growing
post-war Los Angeles had become an established headquarters city for
automobile production, movie studios, television, aerospace and an emerging
corporate culture in finance, insurance and the services sector. It was in this

37 Robertson, Colin M. “Introduction,” Modernist Maverick, p. 12.
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period that Pereira developed his practice and, ultimately, the work for which he
is largely remembered”® Elizabeth Smith observes that after the split Pereira’s
reputation further expanded as he continued to win increasingly large-scale and
prominent concessions. Of immense importance to cementing his significance as
a major player in the field of mid-century architecture and urbanism was his
appearance on the September 1963 cover of TIME Magazine which brought him
to national attention.”*

The Metropolitan Water District Sunset Boulevard Headquarters Campus is a
significant example of a mid-20™ century institutional campus headquarters that
was designed by master architect William Pereira.

Bbid., p. 15.
*lbid, p. 23.
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VATER DISTRICT BUYS DOWNTOWN ACREAGE
95 Angeles Times (1923-Current File); Sep 27, 1959,

-0oQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times (1881-1990)

1. Fl

/ATER DISTRICT BUYS
OWNTOWN ACREAGE

A parcel of land at S'uhsefBlvd and Beaudry

Ave. has been purchased by the Metropolitan Wa-
ter District for $1; 1225,139..

..Com, r‘fsmg 6% acres; the land was sold by Al--
bert'G Mﬁfﬁh“k“ﬁf{dﬁ@" ; dlI\dar‘tin,.--brqL :;.i}'
ers and partners.in their’ amrarchxtecturai firm.”

It has reportedly beenselected as the site of-,' ;
new headquarters for the Metropolitan Water
District. Coldwell, Banker Co., in co-operation
with Civic Center Realty, were the realtors in the
transaction. :

eproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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Alteration History

1961-63 Design of site and three office buildings and campus landscape design
by William L. Pereira and Associates with Diversified Buildings as general
contractor.

1971-73 Addition of office high-rise building at northwest end of the campus.

Unknown date: addition of entry pavilion (“T” shaped) that extended out from
original connecting corridor. Demolished in 1997-1998.

1997-1998. Addition of Sanctuary Building in open area between two original
buildings; removal of ponds and walkway.

2013. Adaptive reuse of high-rise office building into residential units.
2015. Removal of cast concrete screens.
1964-2015. Numerous alterations to interior spaces of the office buildings typical

of alterations and adaptations of office buildings over the last half of the 20th
century.
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Historic & Current Photographs

Key Map

Relationship of MWD, DWP and Music Center across 4 level interchange
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Historic Photographs

LT
S

B85 "W ' : ™
1. Birdseye view of Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus c. 1963
2. Birdseye view of Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus c. 1970s
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3.

4.

Birdseye view of Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus c. 1970s

Site of future Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus, looking west, c.
1961
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5. Site of future Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus, looking east to
downtown Los Angeles, c. 1961

6. Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus under construction, Original
Building Sunset wing, c. 1962
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7. Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus under construction, Original
Building Beaudry wing, ¢.1962

8. Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus under construction, Original
Building Alpine and Sunset wings, west elevations, c. 1962
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9. Birdseye view of Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus, looking
west, ¢c. 1962

10. Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus, Original Building Alpine and
Sunset wings, west and south elevations, c. 1962
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11. Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus, Original Beaudry Building and
Original Building Sunset wing, looking east, c. 1962

12. Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus, Original Beaudry Building
south elevation, c. 1960s
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13. Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus, Original Building Sunset wing,
facade west elevation looking along Sunset Boulevard, c. 1960s

14. Metropolian Water District Headquarters Campus, Original Building courtyard
between Alpine and Sunset wings, c. 1960s
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15. Birdseye view Metropolitan Water district Headquarters Campus, looking north,
c. 1972

16. Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus, High Rise Building under
construction, east and north elevations, c. 1972
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17. Birdseye view of Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus with High
Rise Building completed, looking west, c. 1972

18. Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus, Original Beaudry Building,
Original Building Sunset wing, High Rise Building, south and east elevations,
c1974
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19. Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus, main entrance from Alpine
Street, c1970s

20. Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus, main entrance with entry
pergola, Alpine Street, looking west, c1970s
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21. Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus, entrance pergola, Original
Building Alpine wing and High Rise Building, east and north elevations, c1974
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Current Photographs

22. Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus, Original Beaudry Building,
Sanctuary Addition, Original Building Sunset wing, High Rise Building, west and
south elevations

23. Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus, Beaudry Building, south
elevation and Sanctuary east elevation.
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24, Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus, Sanctuary Addition, south
elevation and Original Beaudry Building south and east elevations

25. Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus, Original Beaudry Building
south and east elevations
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26. Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus, Original Beaudry Building
east elevation

27. Retaining wall, Beaudry Avenue
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28. Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus, Original Beaudry Building,
Sanctuary Addition, Original Building Apline wing, High Rise Building, from Alpine
Street

29. Metropolitan Water District Headuqarters Campus, Original Beaudry Building,
east elevation
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30. Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus, Original Beaudry Building,
Sanctuary Addition, Original Building Sunset wing, from Alpine Street entrance
and parking area

31. Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus, Original Beaudry Building,
west elevation and Sanctuary Addition, north elevation
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32. Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus, Original Beaudry Building,
north elevation and Sanctuary Addition, north elevation

33. Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus, Original Beaudry Building,
west elevation and Sanctuary Addition, north elevation
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34. Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus, and Original Building Alpine
wing east and north elevations

35. Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus, Original Building Alpine wing
north elevation
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36. Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus, Original Building Alpine wing
where it meets the High Rise Building, north elevation

37. Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus, High Rise Building and
Original Building Alpine wing, north elevations
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38. Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus, High Rise Building, west
elevation

39. Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus, High Rise Building, south
elevation
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40. Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus, Original Sunset wing, south
elevation

41. Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus, High Rise Building and
Original Building Sunset wing, south elevations
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42. Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus, Original Building Sunset wing,
mid-section of south elevation

43. Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus, Original Building Sunset wing
and Sanctuary Addition, south elevations
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44. Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus, Sanctuary Addition, south
and east elevations

45, Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus, Original Building Courtyard
between Alpine and Sunset wings
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46. Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Parking Structure at Beaudry Street
and Figueroa Terrace

47. Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Parking Structure at Beaudry Street
and Figueroa Terrace
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48. Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus, original Alpine Building, north
elevation (September 2015)

49, Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus, Original Alpine Building, north
elevation and High Rise Building, north elevation (September 2015)
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50. Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus, original Alpine Building, north
elevation and High Rise Building, north elevation (September 2015)

51. Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus, High Rise Building, west and
south elevations (September 2015)
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52. Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus, Original Sunset Building,
south elevation (September 2015)

53. Metropolitan Water District Headquarters Campus, Original Sunset Building,
south elevation and Sanctuary, south elevation (September 2015)
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54. View of Downtown Los Angeles from Metropolitan Water District Headquarters
Campus; Los Angeles Department of Water and Power Building and Music
Center visible

55. View of Downtown Los Angeles from Metropolitan Water District Headquarters
Campus. Campus Parking Structure in foreground; Los Angeles Department of
Water and Power Building and Music Center visible behind parking structure.
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56. City of Los Angeles Department of Water & Power Building
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57. View of courtyard looking east

58. View of courtyard looking east

Kaplan Chen Kaplan XXXi 2016



Historic Resource Evaluation 1111 N. Sunset Blvd.
lllustrations Los Angeles, California

59. View of courtyard from Tower

60. Courtyard looking southeast
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61. Aerial view with garage Iooklng southwest, 1973

62. Aerial view Iooklng northeast W|th garage, 1975
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