
Los Angeles Department of City Planning 
RECOMMENDATION REPORT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the  
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OWNER(S): 537 Broadway Associates LP  
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 Beverly Hills, CA  90211 
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RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10   
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
warrants further investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of PlanningN1907 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]   [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
   __ 
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
   
Melissa Jones, Planning Assistant  
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Attachment: Historic-Cultural Monument Application 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
 
HEARING DATE: October 19, 2017 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1010 
  200 N. Spring Street 
  Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 

CASE NO.: CHC-2017-3967-HCM 
                    ENV-2017-3968-CE   
 
Location: 537 South Broadway 
Council District: 14 – Huizar 
Community Plan Area: Central City 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Downtown Los Angeles 
Legal Description: Ord’s Survey, Block 14, Lot FR 2 
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SUMMARY 
 
The 1931 F. & W. Grand Silver Store Building is a six-story commercial building located on 
South Broadway between 5th Street and 6th Street in Downtown Los Angeles’ Broadway 
Corridor. It was constructed in the Art Deco architectural style by Los Angeles master architects 
Albert R. Walker (1881-1958) and Percy A. Eisen (1885-1946) for R.A. Rowan & Company, a 
Los Angeles real estate firm. F. & W. Grand Silver Stores Inc. occupied the building from 1931 
until 1934, after which it was home to a series of other department stores and clothing stores. 
 
Rectangular in plan, the subject property is of concrete and masonry construction with brick and 
terra cotta cladding and a flat roof. The rear of the building is only three stories in height and has 
several utility penthouses on the roof. The primary, east-facing elevation is divided into five 
vertical sections by banded terra cotta pilasters that start as tiered points at the second floor and 
continue to the top of the sixth floor. Between them, running from the second to sixth floors, are 
vertical brass-colored metal single light casement windows topped with transom windows. The 
windows are separated by decorative brass colored bands of spandrel panels below the 
second, fourth, fifth and sixth floors. Below the third floor and above the sixth floor are 
decorative terra cotta panels. The terra cotta pilasters and panels continue to the parapet. The 
windows on the second floor extend slightly out in the center, creating triangular bay windows, 
and feature stylized, brass-colored broken pediments and spikes that extend to the terra cotta 
panels above. The first floor consists entirely of floor-to-ceiling glazing with a horizontal beam 
separating the storefront from the decorative spandrel below the second floor. The north and 
south elevations are brick infill with bearing walls and floor plates visible in concrete; there are 
also painted signs at the top. Most of the interior features have been removed through various 
remodels and the interior is presently gutted; all that remains are terrazzo floors at the ground 
level and remnants of an original tile-covered wall.  
 
Both Albert R. Walker and Percy A. Eisen were native Californians. Walker was born in 
Sonoma, California in 1881. He attended Brown University in Providence, Rhode Island in 1902. 
Following apprenticeships with firms that included Hebbard and Gill, Parkinson and Bergstrum, 
A.E. Rosenheim, and Hunt and Grey, Walker established his own practice in 1909. In 1919, 
Walker partnered with Percy A. Eisen to form Walker & Eisen Architects and Engineers. Eisen 
was born in San Francisco in 1885 and was trained alongside his architect father, Theodore 
Eisen. As early as 1908, Percy was in architectural practice with his father as Eisen and Son, 
Architects. Together, Walker & Eisen designed over 200 buildings and are responsible for such 
prominent landmarks as the Fine Arts Building (1927, Historic-Cultural Monument #125); the 
Texaco/United Artists Building (1927, Historic-Cultural Monument #523); the Oviatt Building 
(1928, Historic Cultural-Monument #195); the Beverly Wilshire Hotel (1928); the Normandie 
Hotel (1926, Historic-Cultural Monument #1013), and the Commercial Exchange Building (1924, 
HCM# 1145). The partnership dissolved in 1941. 
 
The subject property has experienced multiple exterior and interior alterations over the years:  
the first floor of the primary elevation was alternately altered, demolished, and rebuilt five times 
between 1934 and 1959 and a series of interior remodels between 1934 and 2009 resulted in 
the removal of most original features and various floor and ceiling openings being in-filled. In 
2009, the existing, original façade of floors two through six was repaired and restored.  
 
The subject property is listed in the National Register of Historic Places and the California 
Register of Historical Resources as a Contributor to the Broadway Theatre and Commercial 
District. 
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CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that 
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 
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F. & W. Grand Silver Store Building Former name of property

537 S. Broadway 90013 13

537-541 S. Broadway Downtown

5149-033-003 Ord's Survey 14 NW 59.66 Ft of 2

1931 None

Walker and Eisen Bavin and Burch

Retail store and office building Same, presently vacant

Art Deco 6 Rectangular

Concrete, masonry unit Steel

brick Paint

Flat Flat

Rolled asphalt Concrete

Casement Floor-to-Ceiling

Metal Metal

Centered Recessed

Glass Glass

✔

✔
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1948-2009 Several remodels of storefront and interior.  See building permit list.

Listed as contributing structure for Broadway Theater National Register District
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Richard Shamoolian King's Arch, Inc.

8820 Wilshire Boulevard Beverly Hills CA

90210 310-659-7577 richard@kingsarch.com

537 Broadway Associates, L. P. King's Arch, Inc.

8820 Wilshire Boulevard Beverly Hills FL

90210 310-659-7577  richard@kingsarch.com

Charles J. Fisher

140 S. Avenue 57 Highland Park CA

90042 323-256-3593 arroyoseco@hotmail.com

✔

✔

✔

Charles J. 

Fisher

Digitally signed by Charles J. Fisher 

DN: cn=Charles J. Fisher, o, ou, 

email=arroyoseco@hotmail.com, c=US 

Date: 2016.10.25 02:00:21 -07'00'Charles J. Fisher 9-29-2016
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F. & W. Grand Silver Store Building 

Architectural Description 

This six story Art Deco commercial building, with a richly detailed terra cotta 
facing, has a symmetrical front facade design with bands of brass colored metal 
single light casement windows topped with clerestory windows on each of the 2nd 
to the 6th floors.  Decorative brass colored bands of spandrel panels are under the 
2nd and 4th through 6th story windows, with decorative terra cotta between the 
2nd and third story windows.  Banded vertical terra cotta pilasters are between 
each of the windows, beginning as tiered points at the 2nd story level and carrying 
to above the tops of the 6th story windows. 

The side walls are brick infill, with bearing walls and floor plates clearly visible in 
concrete, designed to be adjacent to other buildings.  The building to the North, 
which had the upper 4 floors removed in 1986, leaves a scar in the brick edge of 
the facade.  It also reveals a sign for an early tenant in the subject building that was 
covered up early in its existence, as well as at least one window that was bricked 
up at the time the adjacent building was constructed.  The rear of the building 
drops down to three stories with several utility penthouses situated on the flat roof. 
The South wall has a painted sign at the top at the front of the building.  A single 
vertical flagpole is located st the center of the roof toward the front of the building. 

The front storefront has been reworked numerous times and has been removed for 
the most part and it is presently boarded up at the street level. 

Most of the interior features have been removed through various remodels and the 
interior is presently gutted, but there are still come terrazzo floors remaining at the 
ground level as well as parts of a tile-covered wall on the South face, where a soda 
fountain was installed at the time of construction.  Original non-bearing interior 
walls were constructed of hollow clay tile, some of which remains at the perimeter. 

.

.



F. & W. Grand Silver Store Building 

537-41 S. Broadway 

Significance Statement 

Built in 1931, this 6-story Art Deco building was designed by the architectural 

partnership of Albert R. Walker and Percy A. Eisen, one of the talented and 

prolific building design firms in Los Angeles during the 1920s and 1930s.  The 

partnership was established in 1919 and one of its first projects was a remodel of 

the home of banker James N. Irving, now known as the Heerman Estate (HCM 

943).  The firm did not continue with residential work, but went into an almost 

exclusive practice designing large buildings in urban settings.  

The partnership created such iconic buildings as the “Taft Building” (HCM 666) at 

Hollywood and Vine, in 1923, “The Signal Oil” or “Haventrite” Building, also 

known as the “Fine Arts Building” (HCM 125), at 7
th

 and Hope in 1924, the 

Hollywood Plaza Hotel (HCM 665) in 1924, the “Edwards and Wildey Building” 

(HCM 786), in 1925, the Normandie Hotel at 6th Street and Normandie Avenue 

(HCM 1013), in 1926, the "James Oviatt Building" (HCM 195) in 1927, and the 

“Texaco/United Artists Theatre Building” (HCM 523), on Broadway in 1927.  The 

"Beverly Wilshire Hotel" (Beverly Hills Landmark No. 18) was completed in 

1928.  The F. and W. Silver Store Building is notable as one of the firms later Art 

Deco designs, with the heavy use of decorative metal in the full facade, which was 

a departure from the firms earlier designs, which relied more on the use of 

decorative concrete and metal trim. 

The F. & W. Grand Silver Store, one of several national chains of “five and dime” 

stores was the first of several major retail stores to occupy the building which was 

constructed for the R. A. Rowan & Company which was a real estate firm, founded 

by Robert Arnold Rowan, at the age of thirty, in 1904.  Rowan was apparently the 

first Los Angeles developer to exploit the potential of a financial practice 

previously unused in Southern California.  The ingenious technique involved 

establishing a separate corporation for each new building venture, then transferring 

the construction site to the corporate entity, in exchange for the capital stock.  The 

company then sold long-term mortgage bonds to pay for the construction of the 

building. 

When Robert A. Rowan unexpectedly died just thirteen years later, his company 

was one of Los Angeles, largest enterprises, having developed much of the city's 

downtown business center and raised half a dozen skyscrapers.  R. A. Rowan & 

Co. built the grand Alexandria Hotel (HCM 80), the Los Angeles Athletic Club 



(HCM 69), the Rosslyn Hotel and a number of other historic Spring Street 

buildings.  Rowan also initiated a unique residential development and called it 

Windsor Square. 

The "Square" ran from Wilshire Blvd. to Third Street, and from Irving Blvd. to 

Plymouth Blvd. This constituted a private square in which the property owners 

would own the streets as well as their homes. Deed restrictions set a minimum cost 

of $12,550. on each home to be built, in order to assure handsome homes in an 

exceptionally beautiful setting.  At the time of its creation there were dense groves 

of bamboo in the area which needed to be removed before trees and gardens could 

be cultivated. Intervening walls or fences were discouraged so that one garden ran 

into another creating a park-like setting. Windsor Square was the first area in the 

city to have the power lines below grade, an extraordinary innovation for 1911.  

Today Windsor Square is one of the city's Historic Preservation Overlay Zones. 

Rowan's father, George Doddridge Rowan, a Los Angeles real estate developer 

originally bought the subject lot in 1897 and, along with a partner, Milton Y. 

Kellam, built a four-story hotel and commercial building on the land.  After his 

death in 1914, Robert Rowan and his mother, Fannie F. (Arnold) Rowan, retained 

their ownership.  The company continued to manage the property after his death.  

By 1931, the property was still under the ownership of the Rowan and Kellam 

heirs. 

The existing building, known as the Milton Hotel, after Rowan’s partner, was 

demolished and the new six-story building was constructed for a cost of 

$215,000.00 to meet the specifications of the F. & W. Grand Silver Stores.  It may 

have been the lessee that hired the architects, as they had already designed at least 

one building for the retailer the previous year. 

Walker and Eisen had become one of the best firms for Art Deco styling, having 

already used it in many of their recent designs.  A creative but short-lived 

movement, Art Deco not only influenced the architecture of most American cities 

but had an impact on fashion, art, and furniture, as well. From 1925 to 1940, 

Americans embraced Art Deco as a refreshing change from the eclectic and 

revivalist sensibilities that preceded it.  The style takes its name from the 

Exposition Internationale des Arts Decoratifs held in Paris in 1925 as a showcase 

for new inspiration. The style was essentially one of applied decoration. Buildings 

were richly embellished with hard-edged, low-relief designs: geometric shapes, 

including chevrons and ziggurats; and stylized floral and sunrise patterns. Shapes 

and decorations inspired by Native American artwork were among the archetypes 

of the Art Deco lexicon. 



Although some buildings utilized expensive hand-crafted decoration, others made 

do with machine-made repetitive decorations. To keep costs down, ornamental 

treatment was often limited to the most visible parts of the building. Art Deco 

projects produced dynamic collaborations between architects, painters, sculptors, 

and designers—sometimes resulting in complete Art Deco environments like Old 

Miami Beach, Florida. In its day, some of what we now refer to as Art Deco was 

often called Moderne, or Art Moderne, a term used to describe the most advanced 

design ideas of the 1930s through to the end of World War II. Being close cousins, 

Art Deco and Art Moderne shared stripped-down forms. But Art Moderne had a 

horizontal rather than vertical emphasis, rounded rather than angular corners, and 

little surface ornamentation. Art Deco was first applied to public and commercial 

buildings in the 1920s. Although individual homes were rarely designed in the Art 

Deco style, architects and developers, especially in Greater Washington, DC, 

found that the style adapted quite well to apartment buildings. Most of these 

buildings are still in use, a testament to that city’s richly varied architectural 

history.  In Los Angeles, classic Art Deco is found mostly in commercial 

buildings, whereas the more horizontal Moderne style is often found in domestic as 

well as commercial architecture. 

The F. & W. Grand Silver Store Building was built at the beginning of the Great 

Depression with marked the end of the more lavish Art Deco designs.  As the 

Depression set in during the 1930s, the less adorned Moderne designs became 

more popular, including the PWA Moderne found in many government buildings.  

Named for the “Public Works Administration” where the government financing 

came from, these buildings frequently incorporated the use of specific art works in 

such mediums as friezes and murals.   

For all its panache, Art Deco was immensely practical in execution. For projects on 

a tight budget, the simple box could be decorated with motifs and embellished with 

appendages that made a conceptually rudimentary structure appear fashionable and 

up to date. Visual interest could be further enhanced by stretching linear forms 

horizontally and vertically throughout the building. This was frequently done with 

bands of brick, canopies, or copings.  In the subject building, this was done with a 

lavish use of brass in both the windows and the decorative bands on the facade. 

With the exception of the first floor storefronts, which have been remodeled 

several times, the facade has survived intact since the original construction.  A 

1949 remodel used Albert Walker’s new Post War architectural firm of Walker, 

Kalionzes and Klingerman, best known for the design of St. Sophia’s Greek 

Orthodox Cathedral (HCM 120), which was completed in 1952. 



When the store was built, the Rowan Company signed a 50 year lease with a 

$72,000.00 annual rental agreement with the F. & W. Grand Silver Stores, which 

was almost as much as the improved property was worth in 1898, when the senior 

Rowan entered into his partnership with Kellam.  By 1934, the building was the 

home of the National Dollar Store, until after World War II, when it was taken 

over by the Cleveland-based Richman Brothers Clothing Stores and by the 1960s, 

Hartman Stores, the owner of the former Zody’s Discount Store chain.  There were 

also smaller businesses that used the additional storefronts, such as shoe stores and 

bridal shops.  Today the building is vacant awaiting a full rehabilitation and 

restoration project. 

The R. A. Rowan Company, representing the Kellam and Rowan Estates, retained 

ownership of the property until July 1, 1937, when it was deeded to James Mac 

Murray, who passed away in 1944, leaving it to his wife, Katheryn, who put it in a 

trust in 1946, which was later administered by Union Bank and Trust Company 

until 1962, when it was deeded to Parmenter-Zokel, a local real estate partnership.  

They deeded it to Rudolph Martin on September 30, 1964.  Martin transferred it to 

Western Management Corporation and Roland R. Smith on June 30, 1965.  Smith 

signed over his interest on September 1
st
 of the following year.  It was then deeded 

to Elie J. “Jack” and Rachel Gindi on May 18, 1967. 

Jack Gindi was real estate developer, lawyer, and an important philanthropist, 

known primarily as a benefactor with American Jewish University (formerly the 

University of Judaism), where an auditorium bears his father’s name, Gindi gave to 

a variety of Jewish educational and service organizations around Southern 

California. 

Gindi was born in Brooklyn's Syrian Jewish community in 1923. At the age of 12, 

he and his family moved to Detroit. After graduating from the University of 

Michigan, Gindi served more than three years in the U.S. Air Force. According to 

a 2004 Jewish Community Foundation profile, Gindi met Rachel Harary during 

one of many weekends spent at his uncle's home in Brooklyn.  Following his 

military service, Gindi entered University of Michigan's law school and completed 

his degree in 1948. Gindi and Harary married soon after and moved to Los 

Angeles, where he began a highly successful career in business and real estate.  

Gindi became involved with the University of Judaism in 1963, spending more 

than 40 years with the institution, most of that time as a board member. 

On July 15, 1973, the Los Angeles Times announced that the Hartfield Store had 

been sold to a private investor for $850,000.00.  That investor was actually 

Franelena, Incorporated, which had been set up by Ben H. Rudnick on June 4
th

 of 

that year, just prior to the June 29
th
 closing of escrow.  Franelena was established 



as a holding company for the building and was dissolved shortly after it was sold to 

Mideb Nominees, Inc. on March 12, 1996.  A property management company 

established in Nevada in 1987, the company set up their offices on the second floor 

of the building (541 S. Spring Street, Unit 204), Mideb Nominees is mostly in the 

apartment management business.  On April 17, 1996, Mideb established Begonia 

Development, Inc. as a subsidiary corporation and transferred the building to it on 

May 13
th

.  The Hartfield Store had closed by 1986 after a bankruptcy which 

eventually took out all of the stores in the chain, mostly Zody’s stores.  After that 

the building was used for retail at the first level and office space. 

In 2009, Begonia set out on an interior remodel to create new office space in the 

building.  The interior was subsequently gutted to perform the remodel, but the 

work stalled and the building was eventually sold to the current owners on 

November 4, 2014 for $7,500,000.00 and have announced plans to refurbish the 

currently vacant building for retail and office use, preserving and restoring the 

remaining historic fabric.  An interesting note is that the last several owners have 

continued the Rowan Company’s practice of setting up a separate corporation to 

run the building. 

The building qualifies as a Los Angeles Historic Cultural Monument under two 

categories: 

1) As a representation of an architectural type specimen for its Art Deco design. 

2) As a notable design by the master architectural firm of Walker and Eisen,  

 well known for its work in Art Deco, this building is notable for a much 

 more prominent use of decorative metal in its design than earlier buildings 

 by these architects.      

 



F. & W. Grand Silver Store Building 
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Albert R. Walker, Architect 

(1881-1958) 
By Charles J. Fisher 

 

 

A native California, Albert Raymond Walker was born on April 5, 1881 as 

the first child of Albert and Elizabeth (Stephens) Walker, in Sonoma, where 

his Norwegian-born father worked as a carpenter.  After the death of his 

father and a younger sibling, he and his mother relocated to San Diego and 

lived with her two widowed sisters. 

 

After graduating from high school, the 19-year old Walker found work as a 

draftsman in a local San Diego architectural office, until 1902, when he went 

to Rhode Island to attend Brown University.  After graduation, he returned 

to San Diego and worked for the firm of William S. Hebbard and Irving J. 

Gill. 

 

After a year, he left San Diego and went to work for John Parkinson and 

Edwin Bergstrum in Los Angeles.  He went on to work for Alfred F. 

Rosenhiem and then the firm of Myron Hunt and Elmer Grey. 

 

In 1909, the year he married 22-year old Jessie R. Morgan, he established 

his own architectural practice and formed a partnership with John T. Vawter 

the following year.  The firm was to specialize in domestic and ecclesiastical 

architecture until Vawter left to enter the US Army in 1917.  His marriage 

was to produce one daughter, who was born in 1918. 

 

One of their early commissions was the “Church of the Redeemer”, a 

Presbyterian church at 36
th
 Street and Vermont Avenue.  The Craftsman 

Tudor structure clearly shows the influence of Walker’s association with 

Irving Gill in its modernistic bell tower. 

 

The firm’s most visible commission was for the 1915 design of the Bible 

Institute of America building that was to become bet known as “The Church 

of the Open Door” (HCM 323-Demolished) on Hope Street. 

 

In 1919, Walker formed a partnership with Percy A. Eisen, another 

California born architect and the son of Los Angeles architect, Theodore 

Eisen. 

 



One of the very first commissions that the new firm took on was the 

remodeling of a house for banker James N. Irving.  This remodel, however, 

was not indicative of the direction that the new firm would take.  The firm 

also designed several public schools during its early years. 

 

As the 1920s unfolded, a Post War building boom hit Los Angeles that 

called not only for housing, but for a substantial increase in commercial 

buildings as well.  It was in this latter area that the firm of Walker and Eisen 

was to specialize, initially with small one-story commercial structures 

include several auto garage buildings in 1919.  The firm utilized the Mission 

Revival style in a new post office for San Gabriel in 1922.  

 

Within a short time, the firm began designing much more substantial 

structures, such as the “Taft Building” (HCM 666) at Hollywood and Vine, 

in 1923, “The Signal Oil” or “Haventrite” Building, also known as the “Fine 

Arts Building” (HCM 125), at 7
th

 and Hope in 1924, the “Edwards and 

Wildey Building” (HCM 786), The “Texaco/United Artists Theatre 

Building” (HCM 523), on Broadway in 1927.  The Beverly Wilshire Hotel 

was designed in 1926.  The Art Deco home of the F & W Grand Silver Store 

on Broadway was designed in 1931. 

 

Many of the commercial designs outside of Central Los Angeles tended to 

incorporate the Spanish Colonial Revival motif, such as “El Mirador Hotel” 

in Palm Springs. 

 

By 1924, the firm had outgrown its office quarters.  As part of the design of 

the “Great Republic Life Building, the firm configured the 7
th
 floor to be 

their new offices.  

 

Walker and Eisen employed over 50 draftsmen, including some who were to 

later establish themselves as top architects in their own right, such as Carl 

Jules Weyl, who along with Haldane Douglas and Rube Ransford, had 

received his training from the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris. Weyl was to 

later design the Brown Derby restaurants for Cecil B. De Mille.  Weyl 

worked most closely with Walker during this period. 

 

It was Walker, who was the principal designer in the firm and he was more 

hands on with the various projects then was Eisen, who was the one who 

used his extensive social contacts to get the firm’s many clients. 

 



The “Havenhurst Apartments” at Whitley and Franklin Avenues in 

Hollywood were the first “Own Your Own” (predecessor to the 

condominium) apartment project in the area.  Other apartment project 

included the “Gaylord” and the “Ardmore” in the Wilshire District. 

 

The partnership managed to stay ahead of the various styles as the 

progressed from Beaux Arts to Gothic Revival to Art Deco, using terra cotta 

liberally in the buildings of the 20s.  After the stock market crash and 

subsequent real estate readjustment, the trends of Modernism began to 

dictate the designs that the firm produced.  The “Sunkist Building” at 5
th
 and 

Flower (Demolished) was built in 1936 and shows the great influence of the 

use of concrete as a design element, rather then the terra cotta covered 

designs of the previous decades. 

 

The company weathered the Great Depression, but as the early 1940s 

brought the country to the verge of World War II, the partnership was 

terminated in 1941.  The firm had designed 293 major office, industrial and 

apartment buildings as well as numerous school, theater and municipal 

buildings during its 22 years of existence. 

 

Walker soon formed a new partner ship with his former designer Gus W. 

Kalionzes and Charles A. Klingerman.  The firm specialized in the design of 

hospitals, but one exception was the last major project that Walker took the 

design lead on, “St. Sophia’s Greek Orthodox Cathedral” (HCM 120).  

Walker began the design work in 1949 and the firm continued revisions until 

the great Byzantine structure was completed in 1952. 

 

Albert R. Walker retired in 1954 and passed away at his Westwood home on 

September 17, 1958.  In a period of over 50 years, Walker, with his various 

associates, had designed over 350 major buildings that helped to create the 

skyline of Southern California.  

 
© 2008, by Charles J. Fisher 



Percy A Eisen, Architect 

(1885-1946) 
By Charles J. Fisher 

 

 

Percy Augustus Eisen was a third generation architect in born on December 

17, 1885 to Theodore A. and Annie (Bennett) Eisen, in San Francisco.  His 

paternal grandfather, Augustus F. Eisen, immigrated from Sweden and 

initially practiced architecture in Cincinnati, Ohio, where Theodore was born 

in 1852.  After a period in St. Louis, the family relocated to San Francisco in 

1854. 

 

Theodore, at the time, worked for the firm of Curlett and Cuthbertson, which 

sent him to Los Angeles to supervise the construction of the new County 

Courthouse.  Percy’s younger brother, Edward, was born in Los Angeles in 

August of 1890.  Theodore soon set up his own practice and remained in Los 

Angeles. 

 

Percy apprenticed with his father and then they set up a new firm, known as 

Eisen and Son in 1907.  The firm specialized in custom homes, designing 

houses throughout the Southern California area.  Their best-known design 

was one commissioned in 1917 by the Hispanic Society for “Casa de 

Adobe” (HCM 495), in Highland Park.  This hand made structure was 

intended as a museum representing the early Mexican Hacienda in the Old 

California. 

 

In 1913, Percy married 19-year old Ruth Fairbanks Pierce in a wedding that 

was announced boldly in the society pages of the Los Angeles Times.  Their 

marriage was to produce two boys and two girls.  Eisen was very well 

connected among those in Los Angeles society.  Besides his active 

membership in the American Institute of Architects and the Society of 

American Engineers, he was also active in his Masonic Lodge, the Elks and 

was to serve as President of the Native Sons of the Golden West.  He was 

also active in civic affairs.  These connections were to prove a valuable asset 

in the years to come.  

 

In 1919, Percy Eisen formed a partnership with fellow California native, 

Albert R. Walker.  This business venture was to prove quite successful.  

Initially though, it gave him a chance to prove himself without the influence 



of his Father.  By the time Theodore Eisen died in 1924, his son had become 

recognized as one of the most distinguished architects in Los Angeles. 

One of the very first commissions that Walker and Eisen took on was the 

remodeling of a house for banker James N. Irving.  This remodel, however, 

was not indicative of the direction that the new firm would take.  The firm 

also designed several public schools during its early years. 

 

As the 1920s unfolded, a Post War building boom hit Los Angeles that 

called not only for housing, but for a substantial increase in commercial 

buildings as well.  It was in this latter area that the firm of Walker and Eisen 

was to specialize, initially with small one-story commercial structures 

include several auto garage buildings in 1919.  The firm utilized the Mission 

Revival style in a new post office for San Gabriel in 1922.  

 

Within a short time, the firm began designing much more substantial 

structures, such as the “Taft Building” (HCM 666) at Hollywood and Vine, 

in 1923, “The Signal Oil” or “Haventrite” Building, also known as the “Fine 

Arts Building” (HCM 125), at 7
th

 and Hope in 1924, the “Edwards and 

Wildey Building” (HCM 786), The “Texaco/United Artists Theatre 

Building” (HCM 523), on Broadway in 1927.  The Beverly Wilshire Hotel 

was designed in 1926. 

 

Many of the commercial designs outside of Central Los Angeles tended to 

incorporate the Spanish Colonial Revival motif, such as “El Mirador Hotel” 

in Palm Springs.  Eisen frequently worked these out of town jobs as the 

supervising architect. 

 

By 1924, the firm had outgrown its office quarters.  As part of the design of 

the “Great Republic Life Building, the firm configured the 7
th
 floor to be 

their new offices.  

 

Walker and Eisen employed over 50 draftsmen, including some who were to 

later establish themselves as top architects in their own right, such as Carl 

Jules Weyl, who along with Haldane Douglas and Rube Ransford, had 

received his training from the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris. Weyl was to 

later design the Brown Derby restaurants for Cecil B. De Mille.  Weyl 

worked most closely with Walker during this period. 

 

While Walker was the principal designer in the firm and was more hands on 

with many of the various projects then was Eisen, the latter was the one who 



used his extensive social contacts to get the firm’s many clients.  However, 

Eisen did work on a number of the projects, especially the out of town 

commissions. 

 

The “Havenhurst Apartments” at Whitley and Franklin Avenues in 

Hollywood were the first “Own Your Own” (predecessor to the 

condominium) apartment project in the area.  Other apartment projects 

included the “Gaylord” and the “Ardmore” in the Wilshire District. 

 

The partnership managed to stay ahead of the various styles as the 

progressed from Beaux Arts to Gothic Revival to Art Deco, using terra cotta 

liberally in the buildings of the 20s.  After the stock market crash and 

subsequent real estate readjustment, the trends of Modernism began to 

dictate the designs that the firm produced.  The “Sunkist Building” at 5
th
 and 

Flower (Demolished) was built in 1936 and shows the great influence of the 

use of concrete as a design element, rather then the terra cotta covered 

designs of the previous decades. 

 

The company weathered the Great Depression, but as the early 1940s 

brought the country to the verge of World War II, the partnership was 

terminated in 1941.  The firm had designed 293 major office, industrial and 

apartment buildings as well as numerous school, theater and municipal 

buildings during its 22 years of existence. 

 

During World War II, Eisen worked with the Army Air Corps Procurement 

Division.  After the War, he formed a partnership with Eugene C. Hart to 

build homes for veterans in Inglewood and the San Fernando Valley. 

 

This latest venture was to be short lived.  On June 18, 1946, the 60-year old 

Eisen suffered a fatal heart attack at his office.  His passing ended a family 

architectural legacy that went back over 100 years.  The buildings that the 

firm of Walker and Eisen designed helped to recreate the skyline of Los 

Angeles and remain his greatest legacy. 

 
© 2008, by Charles J. Fisher 
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Building Permit History 

537-541 S. Broadway 

Downtown Los Angeles 

 

 
January  31, 1931: Building Permit No. 2102 to demolish and remove material of a 

3-story brick, 60' X 120' store and hotel building at 537-541 S. 

Broadway on the North ½ of Lot 2, Block 14 of Ord's Survey. 

 Owner: Moy Wrecking Company 

 Architect: None 

 Contractor: Moy Wrecking Company 

Cost: $600.00 

 

February 9, 1931: Building Permit No. 2575 to construct a 6-story concrete and 

brick, 59' X 158’ store building with concrete and clay tile 

interior at 537-541 S. Broadway on a Portion of Lot 2, Block 14 

of Ord's Survey.  Amount of cement to be used in Re-concrete + 

5,200 barrels.  Amount of reinforcing steel + 125 tons. 

 Owner: F & W Grand Silver Stores, Inc. 

 Architect: Walker & Eisen 

 Contractor: None (Bavin and Burch per Los Angeles Times) 

Cost: $215,000.00 

 

February 9, 1931: Building Permit No. 2576 for underpinning North, South, East 

and West walls of building to accommodate deeper basement  

and to create one basement from 533-537 South Broadway, 

inclusive.  100 barrels of cement, 5 tons reinforcing steel. 

 Owner: R. A. Rowan 

 Architect: Walker & Eisen 

 Contractor: None (Bavin and Burch per Los Angeles Times) 

Cost: $10,000.00 

 

March 10, 1931: Building Permit No. 4836 for installing steel front, store fixtures 

1st floor, installing partitions 2nd floor of T&G ceiling 6' 10" 

hight with 4' 0" open above.  Refer to Permit # 28086. 

 Owner: Lerner Stores 

 Architect: None 

 Contractor: Eser Wikholm 

Cost: $6,000.00 

 

 



 

July 6, 1931: Building Permit No. 13496 to replace end joist member with 

new ones.  Electric weld in place.  This effects 5 trusses about 3 

members each truss.  1st floor joints.  For 533 S. Broadway. 

 Owner: Lahner Stores, Inc. 

 Architect: Walker & Eisen 

 Contractor: Bavin & Burch Co. 

Cost: $100.00 

 

July  28, 1931: Building Permit No. 15040 to put tile floors is vestibules, tile 

floor and base in (3) toilets, tile floor in (1) large toilet, tile walls 

in back of soda fountain and floors for same, tile walls in 

basement including walls and columns. 

 Owner: F. & W. Grand-Silver Stores, Inc. 

 Architect: Walker & Eisen 

 Contractor: Charles E. Clifford Co. 

Cost: Not Shown 

 

August 6, 1931: Building Permit No. 15766 to install 1 lateral roller awning 

complete. 

 Owner: F. & W. Grand-Silver Stores 

 Architect: None 

 Contractor: A. Hoegee & Sons, Inc. 

Cost: $140.00 
 

September 4, 1934: Building Permit No. 11190 to take out show window and build 

fence on side walk.  No structural changes. 

 Owner: National $ Stores 

 Architect: B. J. Joseph 

 Engineer: None 

 Contractor: National $ Stores 

Cost: $475.00 

 

September 11, 1934: Building Permit No. 11610 to build new show windows  (except 

those which block basement stairs)  and remove non-bearing 

partitions in basement.  No structural changes. 

 Owner: National $ Stores 

 Architect: B. J. Joseph 

 Engineer: S. B. Barnes 

 Contractor: Superintendant Frank Eyre 

Cost: $7,500.00 

 
 

 

 



 

September 17, 1934: Building Permit No. 11972 to change store window, change 

mezg floor, two new elevators.  Change stair to basement, 

remove some tile wall plaster ceiling on second floor also 

change stair to second floor, change some electric wiring.  

Quantities roofing steel = 4 tons, sacks of cement = 350. 

 Owner: National $ Stores 

 Architect: B. J. Joseph 

 Engineer:  

 Contractor: Owner 

Cost: $20,750.00 
 

October 24, 1934: Building Permit No. 14332 to recover awning - Roller lat amis-

frame 8' above sidewalk  Valance 7' above sidewalk.  Awning 

frame removed to allow building alterations.  Same frame 

replaced which are covered with 18' sheets instead of 16'.  

Considered a recover job. 

 Owner: National Dollar Store 

 Architect: None 

 Engineer: None 

 Contractor: Sun Ray Awning Co. 

Cost: $98.00 
 

November 23, 1934: Building Permit No. 16123 for a sign. 

 Owner: National Dollar Store 

 Architect: None 

 Engineer: None 

 Contractor: Artistic Neon Sign Company 

 Cost: $500.00 

 

September 23, 1935: Building Permit No. 16868 change store front, take out two 

stand windows change door locations.  No structural changes. 

 Owner: National Dollar Store 

 Architect: None 

 Engineer: None 

 Contractor: Sun Ray Awning Co. 

 Cost: $98.00 
 

July 5, 1939: Building Permit No. 26545 to recover one roller awning, on 

existing frame #12 

 Owner: National Dollar Store 

 Architect: None 

 Engineer: None 

 Contractor: A. Hoegee 

 Cost: $45.00 



 

March 20, 1946: Building Permit No. 7749 for installation of one double faced 

vertical display reading "Shelldom".  Total square foot area of 

sign is 350.  See attached diagram. 

 Owner: Shelldom's, Inc. 

 Architect: None 

 Engineer: None 

 Contractor: Electrical Product's Corp. 

 Cost: $1,050.00 
 

January 17, 1947: Building Permit No. 14332 to repair rear low portion of roof. 

 Owner: National Dollar Stores 

 Architect: None 

 Engineer: None 

 Contractor: Economy Roof & Insulation Co. 

 Cost: $108.00 
 

November 22, 1948: Building Permit No. 28231 to alter existing entrance, new 

canopy, remove existing interior stairs - Install new stairs and 

plumbing - Divide basement - New store fixtures - Add lightings 

- Add to existing heating & ventilating, electric sign 

 Owner: Richmond Bros. 

 Architect: A. C. Martin & Assoc. 

 Engineer: None 

 Contractor: None 

 Cost: $65,000.00 
 

December 27, 1949: Building Permit No. LA30222 to erect 2 single face projecting 

signs of existing building. 

 Owner: Richman Bros. 

 Architect: Albert C. Martin 

 Engineer: None 

 Contractor: QRS Neon Corp. 

 Cost: $2,500.00 
 

July 20, 1950: Building Permit No. LA18933 for exploratory work on parapets 

prior to completion of plans. 

 Owner: Kathryn MacMarray 

 Architect: Walker, Kalionzes and Klingerman 

 Engineer: None 

 Contractor: Sun Ray Awning Co. 

 Cost: $100.00 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

October 3, 1950: Building Permit No. LA22290 to strengthen parapets along 

West wall & East wall. 

 Owner: Kathryn MacMarray 

 Architect: Walker, Kalionzes and Klingerman 

 Engineer: Henry M. Lavne 

 Contractor: None 

 Cost: $1,100.00 
 

July 20, 1950: Building Permit No. LA18933 for exploratory work on parapets 

prior to completion of plans. 

 Owner: Kathryn MacMarray 

 Architect: Walker, Kalionzes and Klingerman 

 Engineer: None 

 Contractor: Sun Ray Awning Co. 

 Cost: $100.00 
 

December 31, 1958: Building Permit No. LA19266 to demolish existing store front & 

interior non-bearing partitions & wall finish.  No structural 

changes. 

 Owner: Grayson-Robinson Stores, Inc. 

 Architect: None 

 Engineer: None 

 Contractor: H. Kaplan Co., Inc. 

 Cost: $500.00 
 

January 13, 1959: Building Permit No. LA22001 for new front and new stairs. 

 Owner: Grayson-Robinson Stores 

 Architect: Owner 

 Engineer: Morris Goldsmith 

 Contractor: H. Kaplan 

 Cost: $35,000.00 
 

March 14, 1959: Building Permit No. LA26707 for new wall sign.  5'10" X 50' 

illuminated. 

 Owner: Grayson's Department Store 

 Architect: None 

 Engineer: Richard N. Jasper 

 Contractor: Advance Neon Sign Co. 

 Cost: $3,200.00 
 



 

 

 

 

March 16, 1959: Building Permit No. LA26708 for 2 - S/F signs of 9 sq. ft. and 

78 sq. ft.  1 2x5 D/F. 

 Owner: Graysons 

 Architect: None 

 Engineer: None 

 Contractor: Advance Neon Sign Co. 

 Cost: $550.00 
 

December 30, 1964: Building Permit No. LA80519 for interior remodel. 

 Owner: Hartfield Dept. Store 

 Architect: None 

 Engineer: None 

 Contractor: Interior Specialties 

 Cost: $5,200.00 
 

June 24, 1969: Building Permit No. LA90646 for a 3' X 20' steel and plastic 

illuminated wall sign.  (Permit stamped "EXPIRED") 

 Owner: Hartfields 

 Architect: None 

 Engineer: B. L. Prenovien 

 Contractor: Ideal Neon 

 Cost: $500.00 
 

January 6, 1978: Building Permit No. LA57006 to install non-bearing partitions, 

const. new store front, install 2' X 4' lay-in ceiling. 

 Owner: Hartfield Zody's Inc. 

 Architect: None 

 Engineer: None 

 Contractor: Not Selected 

 Cost: $100,000.00 
 

April 5, 1978: Building Permit No. LA61001 set letters & two D/F signs. 

 Owner: Kathryn MacMarray 

 Architect: None 

 Engineer: None 

 Contractor: Brite Lite 

 Cost: $3,300.00 
 



 

 

October 27, 1980: Building Permit No. LA12723 to comply with fire safety ord. 

dated Feb.  8, 1979 & board file No. 802378. 

 Owner: Hartfield-Zody's Inc. 

 Architect: Mr. Hart 

 Engineer: None 

 Contractor: William Christian 

 Cost: $9,000.00 
 

January 11, 1988: Building Permit No. LA85950 for 2 single face metal and 

Plexiglas wall signs, 2' X 16' & 1' X 12'. 

 Owner: Christina's 

 Architect: None 

 Engineer: None 

 Contractor: Local Neon 

 Cost: $1,364.00 
 

March 3, 1988: Building Permit No. LA93293 to reroof Class A built up. 

 Owner: Petrie Stores Corp. 

 Architect: None 

 Engineer: None 

 Contractor: Brothers Construction 

 Cost: $19,000.00 
 

December 19, 1997: Building Permit No. LA70857 to install individual letters wall 

sign RT for Bob Quan.  (Stamped PERMIT EXPIRED) 

 Owner: Begonia Development, Inc. 

 Architect: None 

 Engineer: None 

 Contractor: Lorenzo Villaseñor Martinez 

 Cost: $7,500.00 
 

August 12, 2009: Building Permit No. LA40598 for renovation of existing 

building;  Remove elevators, stairways, non-structural walls, 

floor openings; add new NFPA-13 automatic fire sprinkler 

system, restrooms, elevator, enclosed stairways, elevator 

penthouse, rear window assemblies, exterior & interior finishes 

and new storefront.  No change of required parking spaces. 

 Owner: Begonia Development Inc. 

 Architect: None 

 Engineer: Charles Tan 

 Contractor: Rhyley Construction Co., Inc. 

 Cost: $750,000.00 
 



 

 

 

November 13, 2009: Building Permit No. LA44133 for construction of new  no-

bearing partitions, new acoustical & ceiling, new floor & wall 

finishes at 3rd floor. 

 Owner: Begonia Development Inc. 

 Architect: None 

 Engineer: Charles St. Deny Youngblood 

 Contractor: Rhyley Construction Co., Inc. 

 Cost: $320,000.00 
 

July 20, 2010: Building Permit No. LA53242 for new aluminum rollup door 

{75% open link} and awning (max 14'6" high and max 6' 

projection into the sidewalk). 

 Owner: Betsy Levy 

 Architect: None 

 Engineer: John K. Lee 

 Contractor: Owner-Builder 

 Cost: $7,000.00 
 

August 31, 2010: Building Permit No. LA54797 for supplement to permit 

#2009LA44133 to remove the width of existing front canopy. 

 Owner: Begonia Development Inc. 

 Architect: None 

 Engineer: Charles Tan 

 Contractor: Rhyley Construction Co., Inc. 

 Cost: $501.00 
 

April 20, 2016: Building Permit No. 2016LA62935 for supplemental to 

2009LA44133 to complete remaining work, change use from 

retail to retail and office, with arhitectural revisions and 

structural upgrades. 

 Owner: 537 S. Broadway Associates LP 

 Architect: None 

 Engineer: Caro Jolfaie Minas, Charles Tan & Charles St. Denny   

     Youngblood 

 Contractor: Owner-Builder 

 Cost: $538,575.00 

 





































































































































































F. & W. Grand Silver Store Building 
Photographs 

 

 
F & W Grand Silver Building, 537-41 S. Broadway, July 23, 2015 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
F & W Grand Silver Building, 537-41 S. Broadway, July 23, 2015 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 
F & W Grand Silver Building, 537-41 S. Broadway, July 23, 2015 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
F & W Grand Silver Building, 537-41 S. Broadway on opening day in 1931 showing original store front. 

 



 
F & W Grand Silver Building, 537-41 S. Broadway, May 20, 2013 (Photograph from Curbed LA) 



 

 

 

 
F & W Grand Silver Building, 537-41 S. Broadway, February 14, 1942 (Photograph in Blackstock Collection, LAPL) 

 

 
F & W Grand Silver Building, 537-41 S. Broadway, February 14, 1942 (Photograph Blackstock Collection, LAPL) 



 

 

 
F & W Grand Silver Building, 537-41 S. Broadway, Dec. 2015 (Photograph by Google Earth Satellite View) 

 

 
F & W Grand Silver Building, 537-41 S. Broadway, July 23, 2015 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 
F & W Grand Silver Building, 537-41 S. Broadway, July 23, 2015 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
F & W Grand Silver Building, 537-41 S. Broadway, July 23, 2015 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 
F & W Grand Silver Building, 537-41 S. Broadway, July 23, 2015 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
F & W Grand Silver Building, 537-41 S. Broadway, July 23, 2015 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 
F & W Grand Silver Building, 537-41 S. Broadway, July 23, 2015 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
F & W Grand Silver Building, interior of window, 537-41 S. Broadway, July 23, 2015 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 



 

 
F & W Grand Silver Building, tile from soda fountain, 537-41 S. Broadway, July 23, 2015 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
F & W Grand Silver Building, terrazzo flooring, 537-41 S. Broadway, July 23, 2015 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 

 
F & W Grand Silver Building, 537-41 S. Broadway, July 23, 2015 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
F & W Grand Silver Building, 537-41 S. Broadway, July 23, 2015 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 
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PARCEL PROFILE REPORT
 Address/Legal Information

 PIN Number 129A211   120

 Lot/Parcel Area (Calculated) 9,428.9 (sq ft)

 Thomas Brothers Grid PAGE 634 - GRID F4

 Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5149033003

 Tract ORD'S SURVEY

 Map Reference M R 53-66/73

 Block 14

 Lot FR 2

 Arb (Lot Cut Reference) 1

 Map Sheet 129A211

 Jurisdictional Information

 Community Plan Area Central City

 Area Planning Commission Central

 Neighborhood Council Downtown Los Angeles

 Council District CD 14 - Jose Huizar

 Census Tract # 2073.01

 LADBS District Office Los Angeles Metro

 Planning and Zoning Information

 Special Notes None

 Zoning [Q]C5-4D-CDO-SN

 Zoning Information (ZI) ZI-2374 LOS ANGELES STATE ENTERPRISE ZONE

  ZI-2457 Historic Broadway Sign Supplemental Use District

  ZI-2408 Broadway

  ZI-2452 Transit Priority Area in the City of Los Angeles

  ZI-2450 Downtown Streetcar

  ZI-2385 Greater Downtown Housing Incentive Area

 General Plan Land Use Regional Center Commercial

 General Plan Footnote(s) Yes

 Hillside Area (Zoning Code) No

 Specific Plan Area None

      Subarea None

 Special Land Use / Zoning None

 Design Review Board No

 Historic Preservation Review Yes

 Historic Preservation Overlay Zone None

 Other Historic Designations None

 Other Historic Survey Information None

 Mills Act Contract None

 CDO: Community Design Overlay Broadway

 CPIO: Community Plan Imp. Overlay None

      Subarea None

 CUGU: Clean Up-Green Up None

 NSO: Neighborhood Stabilization Overlay No

 POD: Pedestrian Oriented Districts None

 SN: Sign District Historic Broadway Sign Supplemental Use District

 Streetscape Broadway

PROPERTY ADDRESSES

537 S BROADWAY

 

ZIP CODES

90013

 

RECENT ACTIVITY

CHC-2017-3967-HCM

ENV-2017-3968-CE

Broadway CDO, Eff. 10/26/09

Broadway CDO, Eff. 10/26/09

 

CASE NUMBERS

CPC-2017-432-CPU

CPC-2014-2711-CDO-SN-ZC

CPC-2012-1737-MSC

CPC-2010-213-CA

CPC-2009-874-CDO-ZC

CPC-2008-4502-GPA

CPC-2008-4502-GPA

CPC-2005-361-CA

CPC-2005-1124-CA

CPC-2005-1122-CA

CPC-1986-606-GPC

ORD-75667

ORD-184056

ORD-184055

ORD-180871

ORD-164307-SA1350

ORD-137036

ORD-135901

ORD-129944

ORD-129279

ZA-2013-1068-MCUP

YD-7007

ENV-2017-433-EIR

ENV-2014-2712-MND

ENV-2013-3392-CE

ENV-2013-1069-MND

ENV-2010-214-ND

ENV-2009-1487-ND

ENV-2008-4505-ND

ENV-2008-4505-ND

ENV-2005-362-CE

ENV-2005-1125-CE

ENV-2005-1123-CE

AFF-50619

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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 Adaptive Reuse Incentive Area Adaptive Reuse Incentive Areas

 Ellis Act Property No

 Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO) No

 Transit Oriented Communities (TOC) Tier 4

 CRA - Community Redevelopment Agency City Center Redevelopment Project

 Central City Parking Yes

 Downtown Parking Yes

 Building Line 5

 500 Ft School Zone No

 500 Ft Park Zone Active: Pershing Square Park

 Assessor Information

 Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5149033003

 Ownership (Assessor)  

      Owner1 537 BROADWAY ASSOCIATES LP

      Address 8820  WILSHIRE BLVD PH
BEVERLY HILLS CA 90211

 Ownership (Bureau of Engineering, Land
Records)

 

      Owner BEGONIA DEVELOPMENT, INC.

      Address 215 W 5TH ST #910
LOS ANGELES CA 90013

 APN Area (Co. Public Works)* 0.218 (ac)

 Use Code 1106 - Commercial - Store - 6 to 13 Stories

 Assessed Land Val. $4,225,064

 Assessed Improvement Val. $3,538,490

 Last Owner Change 11/04/2014

 Last Sale Amount $7,350,073

 Tax Rate Area 13264

 Deed Ref No. (City Clerk) 740153

  7-231

  392371

  0-388

 Building 1  

      Year Built 1931

      Building Class CX

      Number of Units 0

      Number of Bedrooms 0

      Number of Bathrooms 0

      Building Square Footage 37,080.0 (sq ft)

 Building 2 No data for building 2

 Building 3 No data for building 3

 Building 4 No data for building 4

 Building 5 No data for building 5

 Additional Information

 Airport Hazard None

 Coastal Zone None

 Farmland Area Not Mapped

 Urban Agriculture Incentive Zone YES

 Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone No

 Fire District No. 1 Yes

 Flood Zone None

 Watercourse No

 Hazardous Waste / Border Zone Properties No

 Methane Hazard Site None

 High Wind Velocity Areas No

AFF-48480

 

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org    |    planning.lacity.org



 Special Grading Area (BOE Basic Grid Map A-
13372)

Yes

 Oil Wells None

 Seismic Hazards

 Active Fault Near-Source Zone  

      Nearest Fault (Distance in km) 1.19073168

      Nearest Fault (Name) Puente Hills Blind Thrust

      Region Los Angeles Blind Thrusts

      Fault Type B

      Slip Rate (mm/year) 0.70000000

      Slip Geometry Reverse

      Slip Type Moderately / Poorly Constrained

      Down Dip Width (km) 19.00000000

      Rupture Top 5.00000000

      Rupture Bottom 13.00000000

      Dip Angle (degrees) 25.00000000

      Maximum Magnitude 7.10000000

 Alquist-Priolo Fault Zone No

 Landslide No

 Liquefaction No

 Preliminary Fault Rupture Study Area No

 Tsunami Inundation Zone No

 Economic Development Areas

 Business Improvement District HISTORIC DOWNTOWN LOS ANGELES

 Promise Zone None

 Renewal Community No

 Revitalization Zone Central City

 State Enterprise Zone LOS ANGELES STATE ENTERPRISE ZONE

 Targeted Neighborhood Initiative None

 Public Safety

 Police Information  

      Bureau Central

           Division / Station Central

                Reporting District 153

 Fire Information  

      Bureau Central

           Batallion 1

                District / Fire Station 9

      Red Flag Restricted Parking No

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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CASE SUMMARIES
Note: Information for case summaries is retrieved from the Planning Department's Plan Case Tracking System (PCTS) database.

Case Number: CPC-2017-432-CPU

Required Action(s): CPU-COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE

Project Descriptions(s): COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE

Case Number: CPC-2014-2711-CDO-SN-ZC

Required Action(s): SN-SIGN DISTRICT

 CDO-COMMUNITY DESIGN OVERLAY DISTRICT

 ZC-ZONE CHANGE

Project Descriptions(s): ESTABLISHMENT OF SIGN DISTRICT; MODIFICATIONS TO EXISTING COMMUNITY DESIGN OVERLAY DISTRICT; AND ZONE
CHANGES.

Case Number: CPC-2012-1737-MSC

Required Action(s): MSC-MISCELLANEOUS (POLICIES, GUIDELINES, RESOLUTIONS, ETC.)

Project Descriptions(s): BROADWAY STREETSCAPE PLAN

Case Number: CPC-2010-213-CA

Required Action(s): CA-CODE AMENDMENT

Project Descriptions(s): AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE 4.5 AND SECTION 16.05 OF ARTICLE 6.1 OF THE LOS ANGELES MUNICIPAL CODE (LAMC),
AND RELEVANT
SECTIONS OF THE LOS ANGELES ADMINISTRATIVE CODE, TO MODIFY THE AUTHORITY AND PROCEDURES FOR
EFFECTUATING A TRANSFER OF FLOOR AREA RIGHTS (TFAR) AND TO MAKE OTHER TECHNICAL CHANGES TO REFLECT
THE EXPIRATION OF THE AMENDED CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT REDEVELOPMENT
PROJECT AREA.

Case Number: CPC-2009-874-CDO-ZC

Required Action(s): CDO-COMMUNITY DESIGN OVERLAY DISTRICT

 ZC-ZONE CHANGE

Project Descriptions(s): PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF THE BROADWAY COMMUNITY DESIGN OVERLAY

Case Number: CPC-2008-4502-GPA

Required Action(s): GPA-GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT

Project Descriptions(s): CENTRAL CITY PLAN AMENDMENT FOR URBAN DESIGN STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES AND MODIFIED STREETS, CODE
CLARIFICATIONS

Case Number: CPC-2008-4502-GPA

Required Action(s): GPA-GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT

Project Descriptions(s): CENTRAL CITY PLAN AMENDMENT FOR URBAN DESIGN STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES AND MODIFIED STREETS, CODE
CLARIFICATIONS

Case Number: CPC-2005-361-CA

Required Action(s): CA-CODE AMENDMENT

Project Descriptions(s): CODE AMENDMENT TO UPDATE RESIDENTIAL STANDARDS AND INCENTIVIZE HOUSING IN THE CENTRAL CITY AREA.

Case Number: CPC-2005-1124-CA

Required Action(s): CA-CODE AMENDMENT

Project Descriptions(s): TO REQUIRE PROJECTS IN THE CENTRAL CITY COMMUNITY PLAN TO COMPLY WITH DESIGN AND STREETSCAPE
GUIDELINES

Case Number: CPC-2005-1122-CA

Required Action(s): CA-CODE AMENDMENT

Project Descriptions(s): INCENTIVES FOR HTE PRODUCTION OF AFFORDABLE AND WORKFORCE HOUSING IN THE CENTRAL CITY PLAN AREA

Case Number: CPC-1986-606-GPC

Required Action(s): GPC-GENERAL PLAN/ZONING CONSISTENCY (AB283)

Project Descriptions(s): GENERAL PLAN/ZONE CONCSISTENCY - CENTRAL CITY AREA - COMMUNITYWIDE ZONE CHANGES AND COMMUNITY PLAN
CHNAGES TO BRING THE ZONING INTO CONSISTENCY WITH THE COMMUNITY PLAN.  INCLUDING CHANGESOF HEIGHT AS
NEEDED   

Case Number: ZA-2013-1068-MCUP

Required Action(s): MCUP-MASTER CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT

Project Descriptions(s): MASTER CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT PURSUANT TO SECTION 12.24W1 TO ALLOW 13 ESTABLISHMENTS, INCLUDING 12 ON-
SITE SALE AND ONE OFF-SITE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES.  THE ESTABLISHMENTS CONSIST OF 3 THEATERS, 8
RESTAURANTS, 3 BARS, ONE NIGHTCLUB, AND ONE MARKET.

Case Number: ENV-2017-433-EIR

Required Action(s): EIR-ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

Project Descriptions(s): COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE

Case Number: ENV-2014-2712-MND

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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Required Action(s): MND-MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project Descriptions(s): ESTABLISHMENT OF SIGN DISTRICT; MODIFICATIONS TO EXISTING COMMUNITY DESIGN OVERLAY DISTRICT; AND ZONE
CHANGES.

Case Number: ENV-2013-3392-CE

Required Action(s): CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

Project Descriptions(s): THE PROPOSED ORDINANCE MODIFIES SECTION 22.119 OF THE LOS ANGELES ADMINISTRATIVE CODE TO ALLOW
ORIGINAL ART MURALS ON LOTS DEVELOPED WITH ONLY ONE SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURE AND THAT ARE
LOCATED WITHIN COUNCIL DISTRICTS 1, 9, AND 14. 

Case Number: ENV-2013-1069-MND

Required Action(s): MND-MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project Descriptions(s): MASTER CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT PURSUANT TO SECTION 12.24W1 TO ALLOW 13 ESTABLISHMENTS, INCLUDING 12 ON-
SITE SALE AND ONE OFF-SITE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES.  THE ESTABLISHMENTS CONSIST OF 3 THEATERS, 8
RESTAURANTS, 3 BARS, ONE NIGHTCLUB, AND ONE MARKET.

Case Number: ENV-2010-214-ND

Required Action(s): ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project Descriptions(s): AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE 4.5 AND SECTION 16.05 OF ARTICLE 6.1 OF THE LOS ANGELES MUNICIPAL CODE (LAMC),
AND RELEVANT
SECTIONS OF THE LOS ANGELES ADMINISTRATIVE CODE, TO MODIFY THE AUTHORITY AND PROCEDURES FOR
EFFECTUATING A TRANSFER OF FLOOR AREA RIGHTS (TFAR) AND TO MAKE OTHER TECHNICAL CHANGES TO REFLECT
THE EXPIRATION OF THE AMENDED CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT REDEVELOPMENT
PROJECT AREA.

Case Number: ENV-2009-1487-ND

Required Action(s): ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project Descriptions(s): PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF THE BROADWAY COMMUNITY DESIGN OVERLAY

Case Number: ENV-2008-4505-ND

Required Action(s): ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project Descriptions(s): CENTRAL CITY PLAN AMENDMENT FOR URBAN DESIGN STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES AND MODIFIED STREETS, CODE
CLARIFICATIONS

Case Number: ENV-2008-4505-ND

Required Action(s): ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project Descriptions(s): CENTRAL CITY PLAN AMENDMENT FOR URBAN DESIGN STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES AND MODIFIED STREETS, CODE
CLARIFICATIONS

Case Number: ENV-2005-362-CE

Required Action(s): CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

Project Descriptions(s): CODE AMENDMENT TO UPDATE RESIDENTIAL STANDARDS AND INCENTIVIZE HOUSING IN THE CENTRAL CITY AREA.

Case Number: ENV-2005-1125-CE

Required Action(s): CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

Project Descriptions(s): TO REQUIRE PROJECTS IN THE CENTRAL CITY COMMUNITY PLAN TO COMPLY WITH DESIGN AND STREETSCAPE
GUIDELINES

Case Number: ENV-2005-1123-CE

Required Action(s): CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

Project Descriptions(s): INCENTIVES FOR HTE PRODUCTION OF AFFORDABLE AND WORKFORCE HOUSING IN THE CENTRAL CITY PLAN AREA

 

DATA NOT AVAILABLE
ORD-75667

ORD-184056

ORD-184055

ORD-180871

ORD-164307-SA1350

ORD-137036

ORD-135901

ORD-129944

ORD-129279

YD-7007

AFF-50619

AFF-48480
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ZIMAS INTRANET 2014 Digital Color-Ortho 10/02/2017
City of Los Angeles

Department of City Planning

Address: 537 S BROADWAY Tract: ORD'S SURVEY Zoning: [Q]C5-4D-CDO-SN

APN: 5149033003 Block: 14 General Plan: Regional Center Commercial

PIN #: 129A211   120 Lot: FR 2  

 Arb: 1  
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