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SUMMARY

The subject property is a six-story multi-family residential building located in the Wilshire Center
neighborhood of Los Angeles at the intersection of 9" Street and S. Serrano Avenue. Constructed in
1928, Chateau Chaumont was designed in the French Revival-style by architect Kenneth MacDonald,
Jr. (1881-1937) for Marie Julie Pellissier, widow of Germaine Pellissier, whose family was a major
landowner and developer of the Wilshire area. A French-American family, the Pellissiers were
responsible for the Pellissier Building/Wiltern Theater (1930, HCM# 118) and the development of
several tracts along Wilshire Boulevard.

Chateau Chaumont is H-shaped in plan from the second story to the sixth floor set on a ground-floor
base. The first level consists of a centrally placed recessed loggia with five quoined archways,
leading to an inset entryway. The exterior of the first floor is defined by a rusticated concrete finish
capped by a bracketed cornice. A large decorative crest is located above the main entrance. The
second through fifth floors are clad in concrete with a smooth finish and feature double-hung
windows. The fourth and fifth floors are distinguished by a second cornice with dentils, atop a second
band that with circular details above each window in the fourth level. A low-pitched mansard-style roof
is located on all four elevations of the building, which include a series of seven small gabled dormer
windows on the primary, street-facing elevation. Small crests protrude from each of the roof corners
with rectangular chimneys at the north and south ends of the roof. Concrete bands surround the
projecting faces of the roof. In addition, a small rectangular utilitarian penthouse is situated centrally
on the roof. A low flagstone garden wall surrounds the subject property with some minimal
landscaping and a parking lot is located at the rear. Interior features include curved walls, original
light fixtures, bronze lobby post boxes, built-in closets and dressing tables, and central wood and
wrought iron banister.

Kenneth MacDonald, Jr. was born in Louisville, Kentucky in 1881. Following in his father’s footsteps,
he studied architecture at the University of Pennsylvania and upon graduation, he went to work as a
draftsman in his father’s firm. Following the 1906 earthquake in San Francisco, MacDonald relocated
to the Bay Area and found work in the office of George A. Applegarth; later that year, he went into
partnership with Charles Edward Hodges. After a brief six year stint working with his father, who
relocated to San Francisco, from 1914 to 1920, MacDonald formed a new partnership with Maurice
Couchot. In 1937, he passed away suddenly in his home at the age of 56. MacDonald’s firm
specialized in commercial and hotel buildings as well as European-style apartment buildings. He was
the architect of a number of notable buildings in Southern California, including the Spring Street
Arcade Building in Downtown Los Angeles (1924), the Southern Pacific Railroad Company,
Passenger Depot #2 in Glendale (1923), and the Portal of the Folded Wings, Shrine to Aviation at
Valhalla Memorial Park in Burbank (1923).

Alterations to the subject property over the years include the conversion of the maid’s rooms on the
six floor into two dwelling units in 2001, interior remodeling of some of the units in 2006, and
replacement of lobby flooring at an unknown date.

An initial Historic-Cultural Monument application was submitted for the subject property in 2009 by the
current applicant, the Chateau Chaumont Homeowners Association, with Charles J. Fisher as the
representative. At a hearing on May 6, 2010, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to decline the
application due to the property not meeting the criteria under the Cultural Heritage Ordinance. In
March 2017, a subcommittee of the Commission consisting of Commissioners Barron and Irvine
reviewed the current application and determined that there was substantial new historic information
and the application was materially different than the previous one.
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CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument as
any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures or
sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community is
reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important events in
the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing characteristics
of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of
construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose individual genius
influenced his age.

FINDINGS
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that the

application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.



CITY OF LOS ANGELES

Office of Historic Resources/Cultural Heritage Commission

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT

NOMINATION FORM

1. PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION

Proposed Monument Name: Chateau Chaumont

Original historic name

Other Associated Names: None

Street Address: 855 S, Serrano Avenue

Zip: 90005 Council District: 10

Range of Addresses on Property: 855 Serrano Ave and 3408 W. 9th St. | Community Name: Pellissier Square

Assessor Parcel Number: 5093010BRK Tract: TR53290-C Block: none Lot: |LT1

Identification cont’d:

ﬁ:gggfteydx:en:ument ® Building Structure Object Site/Open Space E:;;:f;
Describe any additional resources located on the property to be included in the nomination, here:
2. CONSTRUCTION HISTORY & CURRENT STATUS
Year built: 1928 @ Factual Estimated Threatened? None
Architect/Designer: Kenneth Macdonald, Jr Contractor: Bernard M. Baruch
Original Use: apartment house Present Use: condominiums
Is the Proposed Monument on its Original Site? @ VYes No (explain in section 7) Unknown (explain in section 7)

3. STYLE & MATERIALS

Architectural Style: French Renaissance/Moderne Stories: Plan Shape: Select
FEATURE PRIMARY SECONDARY
CONSTRUCTION | Type:  Concrete poured/precast Type:  select

CLADDING Material:  Concrete block Material:  Select

Type: Mansard Type:  Flat
ROOF

Material: clay tile, rounded Material: ~ Rolled asphalt

Type: Double-hung Type:  Casement
WINDOWS

Material:  Wood Material:  Wood
ENTRY Style: Centered Style:  Off-center
DOOR Type:  French Type:  French




CITY OF LOS ANGELES
Office of Historic Resources/Cultural Heritage Commission

NOMINATION FORM

4. ALTERATION HISTORY

List date and write a brief description of any major alterations or additions. This section may also be completed on a separate document.
Include copies of permits in the nomination packet. Make sure to list any major alterations for which there are no permits, as well.

2011 Conversion of 2 original maid's rooms to single apartments (See permit)
unknown | Lobby floor has either been covered or replaced but no permit was ever issued
various Some updating of kitchens and bathrooms (See permits)

Other than the above, there have been no alterations or additions to the building

5. EXISTING HISTORIC RESOURCE IDENTIFICATION (if known)
Listed in the National Register of Historic Places
Listed in the California Register of Historical Resources

Formally determined eligible for the National and/or California Registers

) o . Contributing feature
Located in an Historic Preservation Overlay Zone (HPOZ)
Non-contributing feature

Survey Name(s):
Determined eligible for national, state, or local landmark
status by an historic resources survey(s)

Other historical or cultural resource designations:

6. APPLICABLE HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT CRITERIA
The proposed monument exemplifies the following Cultural Heritage Ordinance Criteria (Section 22.171.7):
v Reflects the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, state, or community

v Is identified with historic personages or with important events in the main currents of national, state, or local history

Embodies the distinguising characteristics of an architectural-type specimen, inherently valuable for study of
a period, style, or method of construction

A notable work of a master builder, designer, or architect whose individual genius influenced his or her age



CITY OF LOS ANGELES
Office of Historic Resources/Cultural Heritage Commission

NOMINATION FORM

7. WRITTEN STATEMENTS

This section allows you to discuss at length the significance of the proposed monument and why it should be
designated an Historic-Cultural Monument. Type your response on separate documents and attech them to this

form.

A. Proposed Monument Description - Describe the proposed monument’s physical characteristics and
relationship to its surrounding environment. Expand on sections 2 and 3 with a more detailed descrip-
tion of the site. Expand on section 4 and discuss the construction/alteration history in detail if that is
necessary to explain the proposed monument’s current form. Identify and describe any character-
defining elements, structures, interior spaces, or landscape features.

B. Statement of Significance - Address the proposed monument’s historic, cultural, and/or architec-
tural significance by discussing how it satisfies the HCM criteria you selected in Section 6. You must
support your argument with substantial evidence and analysis. The Statement of Significance is your
main argument for designation so it is important to substantiate any claims you make with supporting

documentation and research.

8. CONTACT INFORMATION

Applicant

Name: Tim Hunter Company:  Chateau Chaumont Homeowners Association

Street Address: 855 S. Serrano Avenue City: Los Angeles State: CA

Zip: 90005 Phone Number: 213/272-5181 or 213/381-1809 Email: tmclh@mac.com
Property Owner Is the owner in support of the nomination? @ VYes No Unknown
Name: Chateau Chaumont Homeowners Association Company:

Street Address: 855 S, Serrano Avenue City: Los Angeles State: CA

Zip: 90005 Phone Number: 213/272-5181 or 213/381-1809 Email: tmclh@mac.com

Nomination Preparer/Applicant’s Representative

Name: Mitzi March Mogul Company:  private consultant
Street Address: 1725 Wellington Road City: Los Angeles State: CA

Zip: 90019 Phone Number: 323/734-9980 Email: Mogulink@gmail.com



CITY OF LOS ANGELES
Office of Historic Resources/Cultural Heritage Commission

NOMINATION FORM

9. SUBMITTAL

When you have completed preparing your nomination, compile all materials in the order specified below. Although the entire
packet must not exceed 100 pages, you may send additional material on a CD or flash drive.

APPLICATION CHECKLIST

1. Nomination Form 5. Copies of Primary/Secondary Documentation

AN

2.  Written Statements A and B 6.  Copiesof Building Permits for Major Alterations
(include first construction permits)
3. / Bibliography
7.  Additional, Contemporary Photos
4.  Two Primary Photos of Exterior/Main Facade

(8x10, the main photo of the proposed monument. Also 8. s Historical Photos
email a digitial copy of the main photo to:
planning.ohr@lacity.org) 9. / Zimas Parcel Report for all Nominated Parcels

(including map)
10. RELEASE
Please read each statement and check the corresponding boxes to indicate that you agree with the statement, then sign below in the
provided space. Either the applicant or preparer may sign.

\/ | acknowledge that all documents submitted will become public records under the California Public Records Act, and understand
that the documents will be made available upon request to members of the public for inspection and copying.

| acknowledge that all photographs and images submitted as part of this application will become the property of the City of Los
\/ Angeles, and understand that permission is granted for use of the photographs and images by the City without any expectation
of compensation.

| acknowledge that | have the right to submit or have obtained the appropriate permission to submit all information contained
\/ in this application.

Name: Date: Signature:

Mail your Historic-Cultural Monument Submittal to the Office of Historic Resources.

Office of Historic Resources
Department of City Planning
200 N. Spring Street, Room 620
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Phone: 213-978-1200
Website: preservation.lacity.org



CHATEAU CHAUMONT, 855 S. SERRANO AVENUE—ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

The subject building is H-shaped in plan from the second story to the sixth floor set on a ground-floor
base. This first level consists of a centrally placed recessed loggia with five quoined archways, leading to
an inset entryway. The exterior of the first floor is defined by a rusticated concrete finish; scoring of the
concrete gives the impression of cut block. It is capped by a bracketed cornice. A large decorative
crest is located above the main entrance. The second through fourth floors are clad in concrete with a
smooth finish and feature sash-glazed, double-hung windows, with concrete sills. The fourth and fifth
floors are distinguished by a second cornice with dentils, atop a second band that with circular details
above each window in the fourth level. Similar to the fourth level, the fifth level is also clad in a smooth
finish and exhibits the similar double-hung windows as below. The fifth floor is capped with a cornice
band at the base of the roof, similar to the cornice between the fourth and fifth levels. A low pitched
mansard-style roof is located on all four elevations of the building, which include a series of seven small
gabled dormers across the front of the roof. The mansards act as a kind of protective “rail” as the roof
behind is flat. The flat areas were (and still are) used as a sun/relaxation area. The two units each have
private roof space. Small crests protrude from each of the roof corners with rectangular chimneys at the
north and south ends of the roof. Concrete bands surround the projecting faces of the roof. In addition,
two small units (formerly servants quarters) are situated at the center of the main roof, defined by the

dormers.

A front garden is defined by a low flagstone retaining wall; in the center is a set of steps leading
to the front door.

A parking garage is located under the building.

The structure is completely original in its layout and features. The only changes have been to
modernize kitchens and some bathrooms and replacement (or perhaps just covering) of the lobby
floor. The rest of the lobby is in original condition, with character-defining features in full view.
Floor plans have not been altered. All windows are original, a combination of sash and casement.
Many of the units retain original light fixtures and fireplace mantles. Permits for the building are
for infrastructure upgrades such as copper re-piping, re-stripe of the parking garage, fire
protection compliance, roof repair, and other similar maintenance. There have been no

substantive alterations from the original design, floor plan, or character-defining features.



CHATEAU CHAUMONT, 855 S. SERRANO AVENUE—SIGNIFICANCE STATEMENT

The six-story, multi-family residential building at 855 S. Serrano Avenue is known as the
Chateau Chaumont. It is located on the northwest corner of Serrano Avenue and Ninth Street.
Constructed in 1928, it was designed by architect Kenneth Macdonald, Jr. for Marie Julie
Pellisier, widow of Germaine Pellisier, an early landowner of Wilshire Blvd area tracts. The six
story building contains fifteen apartments, which range from 420 to 2400 sq. ft. (It originally
contained 72 rooms, comprisingl2 apartments. The additional units were created when service
units were converted to single-unit apartments. The building was eventually converted to

condominiums.) Cost of construction was in excess of $340,000.

The Chateau Chaumont was named after a 10" century historic French estate located in the Loire
Valley, although it is not a reproduction of the original. Still, it exhibits numerous details which
reference French medieval architecture, such as crown moldings, coffered ceilings, and elaborate
fireplace mantles. Some of the apartments feature spacious outdoor terraces. The apartment
interiors are remarkably original and exhibit some interesting design planning by Macdonald.
Apartment foyers have curved walls which create a Moderne passage to the living room areas.
Featured in several of the living rooms are original mantles, elaborate designs which further the
French Renaissance references. The apartments are arranged so that 2-bedroom units are on the
north side of the building, 3-bedroom units are on the south end, and 1-bedroom units are in the

center, facing Serrano Avenue (east).

Newspaper articles of the day refer to it as “typically French throughout” with “unusually large”
rooms. Indeed, the parcel on which the building sits is larger than its neighbor to the north, the
Sir Francis Drake. Also, the Drake apartments are smaller and have 55 apartment suites as

compared to the original 12 in the Chateau Chaumont.

The flagstone retaining walls around the front landscaping are original, as are the arched loggia,
original wood, bronze, and beveled glass French doors, dentil-work and draped coat-of-arms,
original light fixtures, original bronze lobby post boxes, original elevator call buttons and
French/Deco bronze elevator door applied decoration, curved walls, ornate mantles framing
wood-burning fireplaces, built-in linen closets and dressing tables, concealed cupboards, and

central wood and wrought iron banister.



Among the former residents of the building were M/M Griffith Bartlett, Anna Ewell Phillip
McKeeby, and Mrs. S.G. Sucher, Mrs. Don Spiers, whose husband had been a USC track & field
star before becoming a doctor. Frank Warren Taylor (general purchasing agent for Pacific
Electric and Southern Pacific RR), Florence E. Colyear, whose husband, Curtis C. Colyear lived
a colorful life as an early businessman, Samuel Holland Rous, an opera singer under the name
Dudley starting in 1885. In 1891 he sang “Carmen” in Los Angeles for the King of Hawaii. In
1902 he went to England and made recordings of Negro folk songs for the Victor Co and in 1912
made the first recordings of speeches by Theodore Roosevelt.

There have been two fires in the building; on both occasions the residents of the apartment died.
The first was Mrs. Theodore D. Bradbury, who was suffocated by smoke, although damage to
the apartment itself was minimal. Her husband was President of the Southern California
Employment Agencies Assoc. The other was 90 year old Robert Morton, who lived on the
second floor. A noted lawyer, he was also a founding director of what became Western Airlines.
In 1923 he received special permission from MOMA to have a replica made of King Tut’s signet

ring.

Although most of the aforementioned residents are of minor significance in the grand scheme of
history, they represent the type of society people who were attracted to the luxury apartments in
the Chateau Chaumont.

In 1952 the building was acquired in an exchange by the widow of Al Jolson. At the time, Erle

Jolson was married to film producer Norman Krasna.

The building appeared in the 1950 film noir classic, D.O.A., starring Edmund O’Brien. In the
movie, the arched entry to the garage and the front of the building are clearly seen. Although a
still photo was used as background (showing Bullocks Wilshire and the Town House and
therefore an impossible view), the dénouement scene on the balcony was probably shot on the
large second floor balcony at the front of the building. The building continues to be a popular

filming site.

Architect Kenneth MacDonald. Jr. had a significant career. He was born in Louisville, KY on

January 20, 1881 to Kenneth and America MacDonald, His father was an established architect in



that city. Kenneth, Jr. decided to follow his father's profession and studied architecture at the

University of Pennsylvania. Upon graduation he went to work as a draftsman in his father's office.

Following the 1906 San Francisco earthquake, MacDonald decided to move to that city for the
many opportunities for reconstruction projects there. He quickly got work in the office of George
A. Applegarth, assisting in the design of the Canterbury Hotel and the Adolph Spreckels Mansion,
among other projects. Later that year, he went into partnership with Charles Edward Hodges.

While in San Francisco he met and married San Franciscan Anita Mae Davis. The couple had
two children: Barbara, born June 17, 1913 and Winfield, born on February 16, 1918. In 1919, he
had a near death bout with the influenza pandemic.

In 1908 he became a contributing author for the “Architect and Engineer of California™
magazine. In the November 1915 issue he made a statement which showed his understanding of
the changes in architectural philosophy, ideology, and methodology: "The home should be a part
of the landscape and inseparable from it in both form and color." The idea was clearly
exemplified in the Arts & Crafts Movement; ironically, he never employed that style in his own
designs. Most of his designs focused on the Mediterranean and Period Revival styles which rose
to particular prominence with the Panama-Pacific Exposition in San Francisco and the Panama
California Exposition in San Diego, both held in 1915.

After his mother's death in 1914, his father relocated to San Francisco and the two formed the
partnership, MacDonald and MacDonald. A number of fine residences and commercial buildings
were produced by the firm over the next several years. By 1920, the senior MacDonald had
remarried and essentially retired from the business and his son eventually formed a new

partnership with Maurice Couchot.

In 1923 the firm was hired to design the Mercantile Arcade Building in Los Angeles for a group
of San Francisco investors. Over $5 million had been capitalized for the construction of the
building in which the plan was to fill the width of the block between Spring Street and
Broadway, designed as two separate structures along both sides of an alley named Mercantile
Place. The two buildings were joined by an arched skylight arcade over the alley. Today the

building is known as the Spring Street Arcade Building. Constructed in 9 months



A second major commission was received a year later to design the Southern Pacific Railroad
Station in Glendale. The Spanish Revival structure featured an ornate Churrigueresque entrance.
The firm became increasingly successful, but MacDonald decided to end the partnership with
Couchot and set up shop for himself in Los Angeles, first in the Bract Shops Building and then in
the Arcade Building that he had designed. He ran a large office under the name of Kenneth

MacDonald. Jr. and Company.

That firm specialized in commercial and hotel buildings with a growing business in the cutting
edge of multi-story garage design. In 1927, he designed a 13-story structure on Spring Street
next to the Angelus Hotel which had the capacity for 1,000 cars via three circular elevators for

lifting cars to the various floors, for which he held the patent.

In 1924 MacDonald received the commission to design Valhalla Memorial Park in Burbank. The
design featured a 15-story mausoleum and an elaborate entry portal. The portal is known as the
Folded Wings Shrine in honor of aviators as well as its proximity to the Hollywood Burbank
airport. The mausoleum was scaled back from its original design for financial reasons and due to
its proximity to the airfield. The cemetery was fraught with legal problems but finally opened in
February 1925.

In 1929, MacDonald was asked by Miracle Mile developer A.W. Ross and his investors to
design a 40-story hotel building, to be constructed near Wilshire Boulevard and Ogden
Drive (where LACMA is now), with a central tower plan similar to the Los Angeles City
Hall. The property was located outside Los Angeles City limits and did not fall under the
city ordinance that limited building height to 13 stories or 150 feet. However, the Great
Depression began a short time after MacDonald's lavish Byzantine design was announced and

financing for the structure dried up.

Like many others he struggled through the 1930’s. He was among many architects who
received work as part of the PWA California school building program in 1936, designing the
auditorium for the Los Feliz Elementary School. It was to be one of his last projects.

On December 21, 1937, Kenneth MacDonald Jr. died suddenly in his home at the age of 56. He

was buried in the Bay Area, preceding his father in death by three years.



Despite some high profile projects, Macdonald has not received the attention afforded other of
his contemporaries. This building is an excellent example of his work, in which his planning and
design skills coalesced to create a fine example of a luxury apartment block. The combination of

French Renaissance and Moderne characteristics captures the spirit of the 1920’s.



The area south of Wilshire Boulevard to San Marino and east of Western Avenue to Hobart
belonged to the family of Germain Pellissier. When he purchased the acreage in1882 he used it
for grazing land for his prize sheep, but always believed that it would prove valuable when the
city grew. At the time, his friends laughed at him. The tract was called Pellissier Square, and
early on Germain sold some lots along the Wilshire frontage for “high class residential”” use.
Early restrictions included the stipulation that there would be no commercial development in the
tract until 1925. At that time, a number of the residents sought to extend the time limit. After a
lawsuit to decide the issue, the zoning regulations were lifted in 1927 and the area was ripe for
development. Marie Julie Pellissier oversaw the development of the land that her late husband
had acquired. Marie Julie Pellissier became the matriarch of the family upon her husband’s death
and it is she who should be most closely associated with the development of the area. While the
name Pellissier is most strongly associated with Germain, and his foresight certainly provided

the raw assets, his death in 1908 put him out of the picture as far as realizing the potential of the

property.

Under the supervision of Marie Julie Pellissier, the property was marketed, managed, and
developed by her grandson, Henry de Roulet (by her daughter, Marie Louise Pellissier). While
managing the family assets and learning the business, De Roulet became a prominent figure in
his own right. In 1971 Henry de Roulet received the first annual “Man of the Year” award from
the Wilshire Center Chamber of Commerce, an organization that he helped to establish and
achieve many of its goals, including improving the street lighting along the Miracle Mile. He
organized Wilshire Blvd property owners to improve the boulevard at their own expense, which
involved straightening and smoothing out its path, and expanding it to its present width. His real
estate office was located on the southeast corner of Wilshire and Western which was to become
the site of the Pellissier Building. In fact, it was he who hired the firm of Morgan, Walls &
Clements to design the office/theater building which he named for his grandfather. Once built, de
Roulet had his real estate office in the building. When it opened, it was the tallest business
structure in the city. By 1928, the intersection of Wilshire and Western was the busiest in the
nation, with the city traffic commission recording nearly 75,000 automobiles and double-decker
buses. In his own way, he was as much a pioneer as his grandfather and his contributions to the

development of the area should be regarded as significant.

The Henry de Roulet Company contracted with other development firms to build apartment

houses in the area, or sold lots outright for construction by others, including the Sir Francis


http://thesource.metro.net/2011/11/11/la-had-doubledecker-buses-looking-back-at-history-of-wilshire-boulevard/
http://thesource.metro.net/2011/11/11/la-had-doubledecker-buses-looking-back-at-history-of-wilshire-boulevard/

Drake, El Encanto, and Commodore Manor, as well as building some on their own, including the
Chateau Chaumont. The new, modern apartments formed a district which was referred to as

“Uptown.”

All three of the main players involved in design and construction of the Chateau Chaumont are
significant figures. The Pellissier family was certainly one of the earliest and most prominent in
Los Angeles. Despite their early involvement in a variety of business ventures and real estate
holdings, the only structure that bears their name is the Pellissier Building (though most people
only know it as “the Wiltern”). But it was on Marie’s watch that the area matured and developed
its identity. And it was due to the diligence and imagination of Henry de Roulet that it reached it

potential.

The building should also be recognized as a major work of Macdonald, whose architectural skill
enabled him to work in a wide range of styles rather than be known for a single technique. As a
requisite for fame, this has been both a blessing and a curse. His buildings are not easily
identified on sight because he did not have a signature style or motif, but rather designed each

project based on the client’s needs and desires.

There are four main criteria for designation as a Los Angeles Historic Cultural Monument, as

stated in the Cultural Heritage Ordinance, Section 22.171.7. The resource:

A. Reflects the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, state or community.

B. Is identified with historic personages or important events in the main currents of national,
state, or local history.

C. Embodies the characteristics of an architectural-type specimen inherently valuable for a study
of a period, style, or method of construction.

D. Is the notable work of a master builder, designer, or architect whose individual genius
influenced his or her age.

The Chateau Chaumont qualifies as a Historic Cultural Monument under all four Criteria.

As an early building associated with the growth and notability of Pellissier Square tract, the
Chateau Chaumont qualifies under Criterion A. The area of Wilshire and Western became a
lynchpin in the modern westward expansion of the city and the importance of the apartment

houses in the overall development of the area cannot be overstated. The building reflects the



broad cultural, economic, and social history of the community. Broad patterns of history can
sometimes be misinterpreted. Most people today think of the Wiltern/Pellissier Building as the
catalyst for development, but it was the apartment houses which came first, and spurred
commercial investment, which produced both social and economic diversification. The area—
including Wilshire Boulevard—was mostly residential for the first two decades of the 20"
Century. Remember that covenants restricted commercial development in the Pellissier Tract
until 1925 and that a number of residents sought to extend that restriction. The regulation was
lifted in 1927, opening the door to new development. The Wiltern was constructed between 1929
and 1931, which significantly altered the trajectory of commerce in the area. As business became
increasingly dominant, business organizations (including the Wilshire Chamber of Commerce)
became important and prominent. The cultural and social aspects of the area’s history also
changed as apartment living became more popular in response to this increased urban density. In
the same way that contemporary projects promote “mixed use” high density living clustered
around transportation hubs, commercial/service/entertainment providers, the same concept was
employed from the late 1920’s until the start of the Second World War. Not everyone wanted (or
needed) a single-family, detached suburban home. Those who did were locating to new
neighborhoods such as Windsor Square or Hancock Park. There is no question that the luxury
apartments attracted a fashionable clientele of social significance; the district was referred to as
“Uptown” for good reason. The Chateau Chaumont literally redefined modern, affluent living for
high society.

The connection to the Pellissier/de Roulet families puts the building into the category expressed
in Criterion B. They are among the most recognized names in Los Angeles history. There is no
denying that without their combined foresight, dedication, investment, and perhaps even their
sense of destiny, that part of the city as we know it would be quite different. Certainly, someone
else would have come along—the area would not have remained fallow— but because they
controlled such large acreage, they were in a position to strategically regulate and manage its
growth.

The Chateau Chaumont is architecturally significant as expressed by the qualifications set forth
in Criterion C. It is a stylistic fusion of French Renaissance and Art Moderne, in a Beaux Arts
envelope. It did not purport to be a slavish copy by way of period revival, nor was it intended to
be the height of design modernity. Rather, its combination of elements of both catered to

resident’s desire for luxury along with the comfort of the familiar (and possibly nostalgic) as



well as the appeal of being on the cutting edge. The building is listed in the Pacific Coast

Architecture Database at the University of Washington Library.

Architect Kenneth Macdonald, Jr. deserves recognition under Criterion D. He earned a
reputation as a prolific author as well as architect, whose commissions stretched from San
Francisco to Los Angeles and his clients were prominent businessmen and families. His design
style took a distinctive approach, combining new ideas and technologies (some of his own
invention) with traditional details, formality with comfort. Unfortunately he died at an early age;
there is no telling what else his legacy would have included had he lived longer, but his standing
as a master should not be denied for that reason. His accomplishments did have a far-reaching
effect and one indicator of that is the fact that the apartments in the Chateau Chaumont remain
virtually unaltered since their construction and continue to serve contemporary residents as

comfortably as they did in 1928.
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GENERAL VIEW OF CHATEAU CHAUMONT, 1928, 855 S. SERRANO AVENUE




CHATEAU CHAUMONT, 855 S. SERRANO AVE. PHOTOGRAPHS

East (front) facades and South elevation

Detail of street entrance loggia, east (front) facade; also showing original garden retaining wall



Detail of dormers across front parapet; windows are to former maid’s rooms

Larger detail of maid’s rooms dormers



Upper floors of east (front) fagcade and north elevation

Recessed front entrance French doors and light fixture



Original French doors at building entry to lobby, facing north



Original French doors at building entry to lobby, facing south

Original interior bronze door push on front doors, detail



Original front door handle and lock

U

Southeast quadrant of lobby, showing original French doors and wall detail



West side of lobby showing original elevator doors and mailbox/desk at left (south), wall detail

Closer view of west side of lobby showing original elevator doors and mailbox/desk at left
(south), wall detail



Elevator door detail

Original elevator call button



Lobby: original apartment mailboxes and concierge desk



Lobby detail, top of pilaster

Original built-in closet behind lobby

10



Curved wall apartment foyer

Original fireplace mantle
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View from dining room into living room, showing arched opening

Concealed built-in closet in apartment
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Detail of original tile bathroom floor

13



Built-in dressing table in an apartment

Built-in telephone table/desk in an apartment

14



Original built-in linen closet

Original closet door handle (detail)

15



Original trash compactor door

Living room detail of another apartment, facing east

16



Dining room, facing east

Detail showing original built-in night-light

17



Original apartment hallway ceiling fixture

Original apartment hallway ceiling fixture
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Context photo of apartment hallway facing front door, showing ceiling fixture and night-light

19



Original bathroom tile

Original bathroom floor tile

20



French doors to front balcony of apartment, used in the film D.O.A.

Interior: living room of another apartment

21



Original maid’s room on the roof, facing north, now a single apartment (there are two of these
units)

Original maid’s room on the roof, facing south

22



Detail of interior staircase

Detail of interior staircase banister handrail

23



24



Scene from 1950 film D.O.A., front of building. In evidence are the garden retaining wall,
sconces, arched loggia, and front doors

Scene from D.O.A., garage entry; the quad-plex across the street is still there

Contemporary photo of quadplex across the street

13






D.O.A. balcony scene; the balcony is real, the backdrop is filled in

Wilshire and Western, c. 1925; the de Roulet Company offices are on the southeast corner,
along with a sign advertising Pellissier Square. A few years later the Wiltern
Theater/Pellissier Building would be constructed on the site.

14



Wiltern grand opening, 1931. The sign in the top center of the photo shows that Henry de
Roulet still had offices on the site, in the glamorous new building.

15



ATTACHMENTS FOR CHATEAU CHAUMONT APTS, 855 S. SERRANO AVENUE

Los Angeles Times, June 8, 1924—One of Macdonald’s most prestigious commissions
GATEWAY INTO MEMORIAL PARK

i Pl.zmned for Valhalla Memorial Park

ONK on 8 proposed  mn-

morial entranca to the Val-

halle  Mfemorial Poark at
Burbenk wil meart in the near fu-
vare At g cost of $125,000, It wae
innhfineed yeslerday by Iennath
' MacDonald, Jr., & Ceo. Bpecificn.
Itinng provide for the fAnsst mato-
irlile that can bo obialned for the
-purpose, making (L ons of tha fineat
atructures of 1t kKind ln the Weat,

The architectural shavacter will
ha wimilar to the eccleslastiesl
nonpnecinrinn work done In sSpain.
An attempt will be mnde to xlve
w dignifed and picturesqgue affact
without the usual coldnaas and ae-
vaority which choroaterinos cemn-
tory worlk.

A centrn] motif, or areh, will he
fifty feot In onch direction wnd
ahout elghty-llve fect fn helght
Inklda af 1t thare will he mrrapgod
reat roome for potrans, pramices
for tha attendants, basldes a howu-
tirul Aower shap,

Accrntunting the sldes af this
memarial archway thers will be
ortinmanial Annking motifs, Includ-
ing banches 6f Rtone, end plymths,
uponr  which will he gnt oron-
mental urpa to carry flowers. In
ihe foreground there will ba a
rt:f;llczl. of & fanlous Spanlsh foun-
EERHA N

An npproach to the mamarial
arch will ba 160 fest {n width and
alwit 100 In dapth.  Acloal cons
wtructlon  of this momorlal 18 o
reitllzation of o part of the proe
pgrum of itha management. ‘The
cutntinu) arew of Lthe entlrs Val-
hally prolect, which 8 ontered
through {hls arehwiy, 18 117 Aeres.
The manwgement intends to corry
put In ne for as posithln the same
beuntifal style of architecturs In
ull futurs improvemants that wro
to ha mode,

Tn to the great ferlllity of tho
woll the growth of ihe lawn, flow-
ors uhd shrubs hon oxcesded the
exprolations  of thoes  Intorestod,
Plping of the grounds of Valhaila
1% s0 eomplete and extonmlve that
1t permip Lon Angeles to boast ot
popsersing the Inrgest Indopeondont
sprinkling syalam  over Lustalled,
eontdning 7000 dlsappearing aprin-
ftler hemde and more than thirey
miles of plying, supplled by woter
rom ita own wells



Los Angeles Times, July 25, 1925—Macdonald discusses details of the Valhalla project

VALHALLA
"ARCHITECT
TESTIFIES

Witness Tells of Change
in~ Plans  Calling  for
Larger Archway

‘Kenuelh  McDonnld, archifect,
wis a defenro witness yeaterday In
Unlted Staten Malvlet Judge Me-

Coermijck'™s eourt. whera fonr pro.
mdtare of Valhalla Memarlal Park
are on trial on charges of using
the malla io defroud,

Deczuse of a change In plane. for
tlve mrehway he deslgned for the
prrk, he gaid, It wox bullt on sav-
wral “gentlonk that hod baen wold,
‘'hiz - neceasitaled  restititlon tp
the purchadors, . :

My, MeDonald asid he wax  re-
talned by John B, Oshorne and C
O, Fitzpalrick, two defendants, to.
draign the monumen! in June!
1923, at a cost of cpomatruction ol
Letwean $75,000 and $100.000, The |
situctinte when completed recently
cost $140,900, he suld.

N, . Prowne, clvil engineer,
fartnerly daput¥ eounty aur-
vovar, tegtlfied [ that in 1923 he,
mndae a Aurvey of availible burlal
ploty i T.os Anmgelem county  fo
Ouborna & THezpatrick, deslgned to
show the need for & memorial
mtk.  He sald hix survey showéd
therp  wore avalluble for barinl
purpeses 120 acrea fewer than the
teatbmeny of ke goyerpment's
wit negses fndleated,




Los Angeles Times, March 28, 1926—Ad for Pellissier Square, discussing its merits and amenities
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LILITSG o new slgredasd bor oan
~ratment and incomie wnlrﬂuul'} 1‘!‘

weeprment. the remaining divisies’ e
Remtiul Pell miu S uaee s forrnally epen-
] U:n!a:.'. for year np[.lm\'n] adid aeloclicn,

I'lerc. in tke very heart of Tiptown Lo
Anpeles, o w fine woy than ever helare,
seovion 1s beiy snacke Sor high elags aparts
mant and meome Buildiver o . . [esbudng
wiler pRrkvears, wide Adewalks, aud Ceep-
or set-beack Linse s the lagt wlose i teoct
avaitehle in ali Los Snseles

Tmprevaments will be a5ove sntictem ..
au keeping switle 4he handiing rF the hicen kaif
af “Beautiful Pelligicr Squars”  seeeral
yeurg agn, which astul-
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PP I\r linasr part of the Wikdare iz
et . azth af| tar prestipe lhat sccrues
ko enth :.J[I.T.ILII.KE.IIFOE!.

The tcact is served by twa s ard g
it e knes [ has bwo Llocks fremtens
ar Wetern Averae and = boond=d by
Eighth sireel. botl majar thareaghfaess.
Mictl sirent is to be paved and  widemed
thoazgh the jnapsrby. Jafard. bicburt and
Brvranc streate wilk e continued shroogh e
|=at

Thire iz some Busivess Fiontage avml-

'p"an hriog tc create bere an Up-
- to ke boodled imoa dis-
timelive,  deliglitul why,

lished a g-opedent For ele-
gant residential develen-
ek,

Lencele srest mrteeed
el phale. erpdl ommen-
lal elecizabiers, aag sl wili-
brr, riicpl Rl toaught in-
side ke aah linm, ais inched.
ad in o sm_q. Same lals i
Tave pavar alley in e wen

The subsdividere are aut
la cslablisn w lime crewmd
in 1he drsallation af im-
-

Thriv e atarl ot $230000
per [rent faea . . nomi-
oaf i she extreme. Cnes
Teuril dowes i3 vequiced, hal-
anez in tkere el paymerie
Azl

Elzrdd fading ix dane a=d m-

prorementy skart immediai=y.

ik lews winizipelnl

e

fhewers' Kxclusive Sules Kepreaentmize
636 Bough Weslern Avenne
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Salesnean o Properiy Samday




Los Angeles Times, March 28, 1926—article and photos of Pellissier Square with details of
the “high class” improvements

L%ﬁTAé’llj" (])Jﬁg}acl;{]%m'l/ tews of Final Unit of Wilshire District Subdivision W hich Goes on Mzzrket Today
—— i ;;B:nt;mu — r@mf%'zeg fpf’;:%z%ﬁﬁéﬁmsgum nhowing mﬁw

Pellissier Square Property
. Being Developed

Fill Set New Standard for

Apartment Areas ‘

|

e
High-Class Improveotents
Seen for District
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(Thg f¢ 1he ergnryauTa
ories of artivies Lein p-imou m
The Times deaking wi
1y develepment througheut  the
Sonthtamd amd pardsulnely fn ibe
vieintry af ou—=

Herth along S%rrara Cpercse

oprd Into," =aid Honsy de Toulet.
“CTose-ln Apartment-naiie and In-
ennie, districts have come inte x-
Hettlag a new standard in apart- steneas, fn the pree, wlil (he oxe
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Los Angeles Times, September 2, 1928—announcement of results of the lawsuit

PELLISSIER
'RESTRICTION
WIPED OUT

Court QOpens Tract for
Construction of Business
Buildings Hereafter

Los Angeles hLusiness, advancing
woestward with leaps and  bounds,
swept away ancther obstacle in its
poth of progresz yesterday when
Superlor Judge Colller handed down
a rullng removitig the deed gullding
restrietions in the eighty-acre Pel-
lslep tract at the southeast coroer:
af Wilshire Boulevard and Western:
avenue, an rren Intended onty for:
fashlpnable single family residonces

The decision of the court came
at the close of ltigaticn begun In
1026 when Albert Lone, 4, 8 De
Santls and Willlam J. Daze, owners
of the property in the arca, sought
an injunction to restrain dirs, Marie
Pclitsier, subdivider of the tract,
and other property helders in i,
from permltting business buildings
to he erccted i tie distelel.

WIDE EFFECT

Mllions of dollars' worth of
proporty will be aflected by the
conrt Telrg for ot ihe hearing of
the ease which lasted nine weeks
befgre Judpe Coliler, testimony wos
adduced that the Wilshire Boitle-
vard frontage mlone Is yalued &t
$2,600,000. .

The lract, which was subdlvided
in 1513 nnd at the tlme conslsted
Iarpely of vacant lets and pralric,
s hounded on the north by Wl-
shire Boulevard, ocn the west by
Western nvenue, on the enst by Ho-
part Boulevard and on the soith
by San Marine avenue, .
" At the tlme the plat was sub-
‘givided a cleuse ons  Inserted In
.deeds to lots In the area restrlcting
‘building on them to slngle-famiiy
residences. 'The restrictions were
to explee on Januery 1, 1625

PACT FORMED -

In 1818 & large number of prop-
orly owners ebtered into an agree-
ment t0 restriet the arca to single-
famtly rosidences umtil 1840, All
howsver, «id not enter into the
agreement gnd B was this fact that
helped remove the ban In the Lti-
gation brought.

The eourt ruling ln nowlse con-
fllcts with the city zonlng ordinance
as  the Wilshire-Boulevard and
Weostern-ayvenue Irentage s in Zooe
. whieh provides fer bauslness
Luildings. The distriet South of
Eighth street is in Zene B, which
provides for the erection of apart-
ment houses, -

A factor In heiping lhe defendants
staye off the njunction 18 nprevewt
business huildlngs from: belhg built
was pvidence Introduced to show
the tremendons growth of the dis-
trict In the last few years, The tox

(Coniinaed on Page 2, Column 3

PELISSIER
TRACT OPEN

{Continoed from First Page)
Phase nlone of the sltuatlon carrled
tremctidous welpht os 16 was shown
that virtually all of the property is
how belng texed on o busingsse
It:lrﬁpms' valua {pefead of reslden- .

FIRE REGULATIONS ,

Another thing that alded was the
Tact that under the city fire ord!=»
nances owners of property on West-
ern avenue ond Wilshire Doulevard
are compelled to bulld nothlng but
Are-prood bulldings,

There has been g Lremendous
trend of business tonnrd the west
in Loz Angeles durlng the last ten
years, completely sweeplng over the
distriela In which efforts were made
to maintain fashionable resldenfial
dl=treta.

Prrt of the evidence showed that
the corner ot Wilshire Boulevard
and Western avenue Is a tremen-
tdously busy earnet in.the world, oo
agetunl check showlng that 495000
aufomoblles and vehicles poss tha
earrer In the course of .one day.

Testimony also showed that the
lot 160 feet square in the Peliissier

iract at Western snd Wilshire is
new valucd at $G75,000.




Los Angeles Times, October 28, 1928—article about area construction, inc. Chateau Chaumont

'ﬂ); P j.."""la'r'l. el R

ZONING CHANGE
YIELDS ACTIVITY

" Apartments Rise After
Pellissicr Ruling
R
Palue of New Buildings Sct
ar §2.180.000 Total
e
Nine More Projects i Offing
Sales Results

“The decislon of Judge Colller in

ihe Peillzsier Square enre, which

.dnrl!‘ed all doubt s to restrietions

1that tract Kot of Eighth strect

at Wilshire and Western, was im-

Ecdtiioly Tohawed by inignse bulld
{’nns actisity. Within the last sty

L Tyntr, Monager

cos 1o El
of the Heare de Roulol Company.
The Prrker  Construction Come

pany is owner wnd bullder of the
nncls Drake, & five, sle o0y
elghi-story. wlh {0l bazement ga-
Clnss A buliding R&:L-slgned oy

su! and three rooms.
on thr ndJDanng 129 by 150 feetas
tha northwest corner of Sertans and

A &l
iy Class A 'blllldlng $or lh:
Chatens  Ohntmont Corpotatlon.
THis Bulding, designed by Kennoth
MacDonald, 1s typleally French
Throughout. 3 twelve
apartments of four, five aud six
moms, all of whiell are unusually
I The living-rooms have log
biirning Areplaces sl Freneh mits
ToYs from mantle w ceillng, 1L cost
in excess of §340,01
The Colnmndnrl.- Mm’mr Hold!ng
Company has under construction o
sbx-story steel frame Class B buikd-
ing of %45 roome on & lat 120 by 150
feet on Hobart adjoining the corner
of Ninth street which, according to
Sarouel Bard, contraclor and de-
sigrier, will cost §750,000.
Encanto Apartments oh

09
ing. land and furniture Wil be $150,«
000, ﬂc cording to Robert a. Phillips,

Lo Stoge! gnd Trving Slogel are
uitding an  Len four-story
Putiding of larty sev:n nmr(mcnl&
on Oxlord belveen Eighi
and have planned a gudm
By by 150 feet for the benefly of the
tenants. This bultding was financed
ihrough the Americon  Mortgage
Gompons,” and 15 reportad 1o cost
Arthur Bard & Co. are designers
and builders of a five-story atecl
frame Class “B” bulding of Nty
Bpiriments on Hobart juss south of
Fnth street. This building, ac.

CRETERT ERAGHONT | AT B35S SrSERRANG

cording to M. A. Bard. wilj be ready
for accupnney within slx weeks i
renmems un Investment of $280,-

Thc !m’v de Roulet Company re-
ports the sale of nine other lots ir
ansuer squnre to bullderu who m
working on plans and fina:

paratery to bullding operati ammurms

| PERSIMMON

GROWING TO
BE PUSHED

—r
Mayfair Farms Plan Said
to Be First Anempted in
Sonthern California

As the Initia] step In the firal
project for the igtenslve cultlvation
©Of Persimmons ot &0 exlensive acale
in the United States, work was
slarted last week on Lhe establish.
ment of sn cverhead Teservolr sys-
tem ta be used for frrigmion pur-
Pposes pt Maylair Parms in th® Perrls
Valley, t& was announted yesterday
by Geerge T, Jeskins, vice-presi-
dent of Moyfair Farms, Ine.

Although * Orlental or ~ Jupanese

rSImmens have been grown in
Crlifornla for fifly years or more,
present groves do not take ln much
mare than 1000 acres, Jesking polnt
od out. Perstmmon acresge in
oubled in Nll:

showlng
that Interest arlental frutt

BS & money Crop Is spreading, the
officlal said.

Boulevard to
Be Developed
by Campaign

The Wlishire Boulevard Develop-
vent Ausoclation hes just DR
ounced the Insugurallon of en in-
iensive campaign for the promotion,

and of

¥ilshite Boulevard in Beverlv Hills.,
Thoetor tha laadarahin of Tan S

S

NS ERANGIS ORARE "

ON CRFORD BETWEEN EiGHTH AND NINTA

Ve EHCANTO™ ON  AOBART



Los Angeles Times, Classifieds, March 19, 1929—Ad which mentions some of the features

‘453 8, HERRAND

CHATEAU CHAUMONT

v B :.nd B-raom apia, for Jeasa mns|
1urn, Bld t.iF In FIREPLGOOF ang Cone
{aine EVERY CONVENIENCE and
| UXTRY, Tila batl: wills erach bed.
1AL, WOOD-BURNING FIREPLACES,
| fald's roomEK in separpta-fioor, Rﬂﬂ[
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Los Angeles Times, July 7, 1929—A proposed Macdonald project, never realized

NEW PARKING PLAN ANNOUNCED

Skyscrapers May House Automobiles

O8 ANCGELES msoon may have

ilmli-helght bulldings as =&

solution of W8 parking prob-
lems undet plans prepared hy J. J,
Roche, manager of the Merchanta
Parking Company, 002 Droadeay
Areade Bulding. Roche proposes
glrustures * advantageously placed
(i0 OUWOWWIO OLUSUICLS 323 A S0in-
itom of the difizelfy now en-
couptered by shoppers In Anding
a place to park. The organization
is seeking advantageous sftes for
such structures.

Under Roches plan now In ef-
fect on B smaller scale gnd which
iz sald 10 be iIndorsed by downtown

ants as a rclief from the
present
company szlls scrip to merchants,
Tue scrip =0 purchased by the
merchant is given to the custorner
alt an amuunti ct:gmmensunt.e with

& SIOUD: O e’ purchase, ‘The
BT 18 accepiable at oy one of

Viow of Pi-épascd ﬁl.u

parking  difficnities, the

ing |
sivteen centrally locsted parking
statlons and garsges who In turn
thern clear the serip for Davment
through the Merchants Parking
Company. In thls war the down.
town merchant provides a parking
space far nis customer without the
expense of owning or maintalning
& parking statlon of his awm.

The Merchants Patklng Compahy
would sugment its present plan
with limit-height bulldlngs of fif.
teen floors, five of them being be-
nesth street level. The bulldings
wolld enst apphoximately 51,750,000
each and face three streets. They .
would coonsist of approximately
seventy-elight city streets one above,
the other on which four cars cowld |
pasy a2nd in which theosonds of
autameblles eould he parked.

Plans for the proposed ﬁlruc:urel
have heen prepared by Kconeth
MacDonald, Jr.. archltect. .R.oc‘he{]
with & number of assonintes, s
seeking % locauon  for e Gkt
siructure of this type,



Los Angeles Times, August 21, 1929—Another unrealized project, due to the Depression

SKYSCRAPER HOTEL ‘SKETCHED

Forty Stories -lo Tower Over Wilshire
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‘Archltect’s Drawing of $5,000,000 Btructuye That Wil Adorn Boniovard

PARRISH TO
ASK CLOSING
OF CITY JAIL

Health Commission to Get
Report Skowing Menace
Through Poor Ventilation

Dr. Gearge Partish, eity health of~
Ncer. vestérday stated that today
he wil recommend to tiv lealth
Commission that the Central Po-
lice Btation Jall be cfosed As w men-
ace in the heaith af the nrisomers

F first pholograph of the aketch of the propnsed €3,000,000 forty-

I slory haotel for the Wishlre district released yesterday by Kenneth

MacDonald. Jr. the architeet, revenks a sirlking simitarity of the
structute 10 the dealgn of the néw CIty Hall.

Like the municipal mtructure, the proposed hotel, to be erected in
the vielnity of Wilshire Boulevard and Ogeen Drive, the fimt few storles
extend over a Jarge ares and ars Yopped by & contral lower, which, how-
evet, will tlse conslderably higher than the COlty Hall Lower,

Chrrles E, Cooper and A, 'W. Ross, Jocal real estate brokers and de-
velopers, hive the option on the gite for the propesed hotel, and the
fnancing program s undetstood to be well under way. The locatlon i
outside the elty lmlts and the bullders will not he handleanped by the
Hmlt-height ordinance.

On completion of the structure the builders and developers plan to
ecquire suficient contiguous meresge on wilch 10 lny out a golf course
and gardens for the hostelry.



Los Angeles, Time_s, O_cto_ber 21, 1955—Career details for the contractor for the Chateau
Chaumont, noted in his field, responsible for major landmarks and important structures

Herbert M. Baruch, 61,
Contractor, Ends Life

Civic Leader Shoots Self in Closet
Whife Wife Calls Police for Help

Herbert M. Batueh, 61,
building contracter 2nd a
[eader in Community Chest
and Red Cross activities here,
shot himself to death in a
eloset of his $75,000 home
parly yesterday while hiz wile
way telephoning police, offi-
rers renorted.

. Despondency over business
;diﬁicultics and ! heaith had
‘led Baruch to threaten suicide
[pefore, according to hig 50+
jcially prominent wife, Mrs.
|Rosemary Barueh, 57,

) Telephoned Doctot

Mry. Baruch told police she
was awakened hy her husband
lat %:30 a,m. in their home at
i1182 Sunset Hills Hoad, over-
'{poking the Sumset Strip. She
lquoted him as saying, “I'm
cracking up—vyou had beiter
send me away.”
| She said she telephoned Dr.

Walter Thompson, who ad-
vised her to call police, While
ishe was telephoning police,
Eshe said, Baruch werit intg an
‘entry-hall closet and fired 2
‘bublet jnto his head with a
f?,&ca‘lihcr pistol.
. Mrs. Baruch told officers
ithat her husband tried to
shoot himself last Tuesday but
'she called Dr. Louis Martin,
iwho came and took a 43
icaliber automatic and a 38
icaliber revolver away {rom
him,- .

Baruch devoted his entire
business career to the Baruch
'Corp., one of the Southland's
farges: general contracting
firms, which he Iounded In
1920 upen his return from
service fn World War 1. He
wag president af the curpora-
tion until last March when
he- became chairman ol the
board of directors.

i Hundeeds of Projects

! Flis company has buiit hun-
idreds of projecis for private
'husiness and industry as well
ias for various Federal, State
1and municipal agencies.

| Among the landmarks are

t

| SUICIDE — Herbert M,
I Baruch, €1, building con-
tractor, ends own life,

the Community Chest fer 10
years, serving oa the board
of directars since 1348 and on
the budgat commiitee since
1932. He also was president of

iAngeles Psychiatric Service,
‘both Chest agencics.
He was treasurer and a

member of the executive com- !

mittee of the Red Cross chap-
1er here from 1946 1o 1933,

active

organizations in connectlon
with pursing services.

Baruch leaves a son, Herhert
M. Baruch Jr., a daughter
Mrs, Nancy Thompson, and
four grandchildren.

Funeral services will be pri-
vate under the direction of
Malinow & Simong Martuary
The [amily has requested that
in Tiey of flawers, donations

‘may he made to any charity

|the Hollywood Bow!, the mod-

torium, Cedars of Lebanen
Hospital, the Haas, Baruch
Do. ‘'wholesale  grocery plant
in' Vermon and the Pacific
Coast Borax Building in the
Vilshire distriet.

Schaol projects included the
Harbor Junior College and
the Sun Vailer Junjor High

ects were Rodger Young Vil
Jage, Chanpel Heights and

T i

ernized Philharmonic Audi-

School. Among housing proj-

the Visiting Nurse Associa-

In addition to his widew, |

. oo

PR ]

itien and a director of the Los |

Mrz, Baruch 2lsa bas been |
in the Community !
Chest, Red Cross and other |




Los Angeles Times, January 18, 1971

March 31, 1979—Recognition of his importance

Man of Year
Award Goes
to da Roulet

Pionheer real estate deve-

loper Henry de Roulet re-
celved the {lrst annual
*Man of the. Year™ award
{rom the Wilshire Center
Chamber of Commerce 5a-
turday night al its annual
banquet at the Ambassa-
dor.

De Roulet, 70, helped
form the Wilshire Center
C of C and was respansible
for many of ils accom-

lishments Including the
anroved sireet llghting
on the Miracle Mile,

He also was responsible -

for organizing Wilshire
Blvd, preperly owners to
develop the boulevard at
their own expense, widen-
ing it Lo Its present width,
stralghtening its path and
smeoothing out its hills and
guilies,

In 1929 he Lujlt the Pel-
Hssier Dldg. at Wllshire
and Western which i3 now
ealled the Franklln Life
Bldg. He also hus been re-
spansible for several other
developments in Wllshire
Center, Sunset Hills and
in other parts of Los An-
geles,

HENRY DE ROULET,
DEVELOPER, DIES

Henry de Roulet, 4 ploneer Los Angeles real estate
developer who buill one of the ¢ity's first skyscrappers,
died at 5:30 a.m, Friday at Good Samaritan Hoapital after a
manth-long Llness. He waa 78,

Da Roulet was the son of early seftlers in Los Angeles
Much of the family’s original land hodings, once used s
au‘eaﬁfor sheep grazing, is now part of the city’s Wil-
ghire District.

In 1971 the Wilshire Center Chamber of Commerce
awarded De Roulet its first annual Man of the Year award
The award honored De Roulet's long activity as 3 Wilshire
Blvd. developer, ineluding the consteuetion in 1930 of the
13-story Pellissier Building &t Wilshire and Western Ave,
which at the time was the tallest business strueture in the
city. The huilding later was renamed the Franklin Life
Buludil‘:ig:] De Roulet organized to expand
n 1923, De Rowlet organized property owners
Wilshire Blvd, to its por:sgent width, gﬁr&h}:&u expenae,eilt}atﬂe
seme time, the boulevard was straightened out in many
places and hills and gullies weze smoothed out, -

He was a graduate of Hollywood High Sehool and a 1922
graduate of U.C. Berkeley.

He leaves his wife, the former Dorethy Fisher; a dangh-
ter, Mrs, Warren Williamson of Pasaden; a daughter-in-
law, Mrs, Linda de Roulet of New York City, and seven
prandehildren, .

Private funeral services will be held at Holy Cross Ce.
metery and Mausolenm, 5835 W, Slauson Ave,, at 1 pm.
Wednesday. In lien of flowers, the family suggested that
denations be made 1o the American Cancer Sastety.

11



LADBS Archives, April 10, 2001—Evidence that rooftop units were original maid’s quarters

CITY OF LOS ANGELES

CALIFORNIA

RICHARD J. RIORDAN
MAYOR

CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY

ADDRESS OF BUILDING: 855 S. SERRANO AVENUE

NOTE: Any change of use of occupancy must be approved by the Department of Building and
Safety.

] This certifies that, so far as ascertained or made known to the undersigned, the wvacant land,
building or portion of building described below and located at the address complies with the

applicable construction requirements (Chapter %) and/or the applicable zoning requirements (Chapter
1} of the Los Angeles Municipal Code for the use, or occupancy group in which it is classified.*
(Non-Residential Uses)

[X] This certifies that, so far as ascertained by or make known to the undersigned, the building or
portion of building described below and located at the above address complies with the applicable
requirements of the Municipal Code, as follows: Ch. 1, as to permitted uses, Ch. 9, Arts.

1,3,4,
and 5; and with applicable requirements of State Housing Law-for following occupancies:* (Residential
uses)

Permit No. and Year: 00016-10000-20669

CONVERT MAID’S ROOMS ON THE €™ FLOOR INTO 2 DWELLING UNITS FOR A TOTAL
OF 15 UNITS.

R1/83 OCCUPANCY

TOTAL PARKING REQUIRED: 30

TOTAL PARKING PROVIDED: 30 = STANDARD: 30
* ALSO SUBJECT TO ANY AFFIDAVITS OR BUILDING AND ZONING CODE
MCDIFICATIONS WHETHER LISTED ABOVE OR NOT.

Issued By/Office:

Bureau:
(LA) ~VN-WLA-SP-C.D. #:

Division:
(BLDG) -BCS: (GI) -MS-MSS-EQ-BMI-COMM:

OWNER: J.A. MILLER & RLP SERRANO PROPERTY LLC
OWNER'S 1755 WOODENIVILLAGE RD.

ADDRESS: NAPA, CA 54558

Issued: 04/10/2001

BY:J.H ELERINK/J.Z./D.R.
! OB-R-95C (R 115}

AN EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY — AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER Recycatie ang made hom recyced wasie @

12



855 Serrano Avenue, Chateau Chaumont Permits

July 18, 1927

:

e L :d‘i«im ,..-.,'..“ ’ L ‘ b . P
T i ksl L

-.._ns*Must'he“Fﬂled'Out;b A :hcau_;, e 3
T T T T AND_SPECIFICATIONS ron
X T T . and other ‘data must abio be fled

BUIL r\uuf: DIVISIO N

: DEF’ARTMEN‘F-OF BUIED]NG AND SAFETY 1\

o s e e Bull ,nmum e -

Apphcatmn for the Erectmn ‘of

,‘2 e Mc:z_Ass “A" ey f&mf‘ &n%ﬁ’?x

‘l‘a the Buhd o! Bul!dlnn and Snfm cnrnmlulonert ni‘ the 0“5 of Loa Angeles:
o Iz he mad; ‘theé Beard of Bullding and Safet cnmmiulunnrs nr the (‘:tr of Los Angelen. thmugh:tha office of the

" Superiniendant of Bullding, for  billding parmit fn witl for the purposo li-
ﬂaxplnn Is mada sibject t,g ] lnumng—.i?ndmong w,l:l[l:h ars heruby asrel:d to B} ihu nmierﬁ;‘!ned npp‘limt nm! whl.eh shail bs iteen":zd.

Into the exercise of't

" Flrsfs ~'That “the" pérmit’™ dohs not gral & rlsht. ar- vrlﬂlgn lo eract any'building or other structurs therein dur.rllnd. or any =
_purl.lun‘.l_hmol, upen any strest, alley, or other nubl!u placa or po: El
- ] ’.t‘h:l. the permit does not grant any right or privilezs to use any bullding o other structure thereln described, or any
any. purpese that ls, or may hercafter be prohibited by ordinance of the Ciir of Los Ang eles,
ot Lhn pefrml.l. does nut nﬂum aor nm:nalue any claim of title m. or right nf poseension in, ths property

'rmrm Tnat the tl
et the ls'rzm ng
*ftr

; "'f;ﬂ/ e eennni-Block b
fw a 3 tDuulptlon of Pro.pert:r) Eﬂ)
: 0 ' ‘- r

I D:strlct No :}f"/ e, M. B‘Pa e.-...g F. B. Page. I ‘f‘? ‘L., )
b4 K N

.,. s z«t_z S0. . 5‘425? 7 // Z“ , ! Strest E\}:‘é
.. ENGINEER A r:f? ,?-x,« f jrzg e A S ,‘W’f <7 ?\‘: .
’ VI.-‘.R[FT B USEJNK OR INDELIBLE PENCIL) p p &

Purpaau: uf Bunldmg A"fAHMJEhwmoqu?{onms _____ fl.g .......... No. of Families... l-.b...... :
Phone . Q22 7.....

Ownerx nddn-n - 6?7 L‘«’;-;‘ﬁ'g}m.-i
Architeéc's ;;mﬁmwrﬁ/%:ﬂmeé% £ e
comm o lame. ﬁfﬁﬁ.’f?‘ﬂﬁﬁﬂ/(&’ oe”
Ccnl.'rac.to‘r s address..... 4 é’/f Z/NG/}LA/ 34,%

Including Plumbling, Gus Fltlhm queu.]_

TOTAL VA"LUATION OF BUILDING { R

all Labor, ctc.
;8. Any other building or permit for a building on lot at present?..... AZP.. How uued?h.-_;
: 9. Sme of p-mposed hut]dmg 41.3{ “ /Z£¥4 Size of lot é‘x 'f' [/ - //ﬁ "'6'{ feet
¥ Number of stories in l*-"ﬂ-' " 6 ' oniHeight to highest point 7 7=0:

Mateml of foundation, ! Character ‘of soil Yoy }/" i !
Matem] of exterior walls, EE'/”"- fémff&' .

Mam-;a.‘l of interior construction éﬂyw 7?45:- +
e CancmE7E :

Malenal of floors
* Matesial ﬁ\ T C ONCEE T E= .

l o ool'

I have calefu]]y exammed and read the above application and know the same is true and correct, and .
hereby certify and agree, if a permit is jssued, that all of the provisions of the Building Ordmances will
be complied with, whether herein specified or not; also certify that plans and specifications herewith

[ filed conform to all uf the provisions of the Building Ordinances and State Laws
- ) R e eenssT Ew::'afa-ﬁ =2
:;: . WOVER “ 77/ " - - (Sign here)... zy/{ﬁ: or Authorlzed A.xonl:)

R
° FOR DEPARTMENT USE ONLY

: pmmmb/ Dl A ntepe K | Sl G e
| eV | BREEEES

4 . ydn ‘fv? 7y
Pian Fkll‘lll\" L, Tlerk

/fw.m ,,zr,,,,J/ "% A
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November 2, 1928

Q7. West. 9th. Street.

CC_3734

—..Building

Owner
Owner’s

Address

(Post Office)

20279 Komit 1959

(Zone)

(State)

Year

——————
This certifles that, so far as ascertained by or made kno
complies with ¢he appl
Code, as follows: Chapter 1, as to permiited

4, and 5; and with the applicable requir

building at the above address

3
rélléwing occupanci,

& Stories, Class A, 68 Rooms
Apartment House

Address of

Form —n-n' _r%.
CITY OF LOS ANGELES
DEPARTMENT '

[5)
BUILDING ;ND SAFETY

CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY

Date Certificate Issued:
November 2, 1028

, 19

wn to the undersigned, the

icable requirements of the Municipal
uses of said property: Chapter 9, Articles
ements of the Stafe Housing Act,—for the

»_13_ Apartments,
Building,

COPY

NOTE: Any change of use or oo

cupancy

must be approved by the Department of

Building and Safety.

G. E. MORRIS
Superintendent of Building




I_\/_Iarch 10, 1953

1

‘ n I _:APPLICATlON TO ,‘crrt or ms mﬁm.nsl
- J vt A TER, m:rmR or- IJl:MUL,!b1

N .- . L .ANDFOR'A "1 * . - aumnma AND snmr
R Cerhflcate of Occunancv - | - puiLiing o PIVisIoN

© Y'ract. ) 9508 s ' . R . . 3._
Location of Building... < <. = “»52‘-"6’/@9'4'/57 s o | gPEEOVE By

{House Number and s:re:l)
Between what cross streets?. /¥4 (Op £, ? #’SE’;&E&M’Q .
USE INK OR INDELIBLE PENCIL
S - - i /7 //:_-;....—- s - -
77 1. Present use of building T S T - Families../e<....Rooms /...
- (5toré, Dwelling, Apariment Hnuu Hok-.l or “other nurpese)
2. State how long building has been used for present oceupancy .. .—.;7\5’ }/'67 5'
8, Use of building AFTER alteration or moving ..
- 4, Owner......... ... 55‘55 ﬁfdfﬁ e o e 1 , e e e
I
5. Owmer’s Addrm.,.df:z&s:.“ T 3? %.. P.O.. L /‘fefﬂé“z =5

6. Certificated Archltect B errereresreren

. BT l.l-i wﬁu{

" "Deputy.’

--ALu:enseNo,. -
tate

¥

........................................ LIEETISE No. .~

(/wa,w =7 State

-3 {‘nntraﬂlnr Licn:

9. Contractor's Address LA /(/ 2. c;;ﬁ(/ﬁ}_ Wi ‘-'J e
Including all ‘Inbar and material and all ¢ rmanent W
-10. VALUATION OF PROPOSED WORK I heating. Water supp h-mb-l s

ing. fAre sprinkier, electrical wiriruz and 'elevator
equipment therein or l

T

11. State how many buildings NOW ] . e T M T
on lot and give use of each. iStore, Dwelling, a\pm House, Hotel ot ‘other purposel
12. Size of existing bulldmgéi} x00 £Number of stories high... (2. ... Height to highest pomt/b. .
13. Material Exterior Walls..... W " / .................. .Exterior framework... J/ e -
thu Suze or Masonry)

{Wood or S!cel}
14 Describe briefly all proposed construction and work:

TR s d CER s, v e

: E M fams s ot sessssssesssentenens svoees seesereen
Ac,sfffc.q; J7 J‘m" . M ..................................
NEW CONSTRUCTION .
15. Size of Addition.... .S Bize of Lot... . x... .. Number of Stp_ries when complete........ .
16. Footing: Width... ... Depth in Gro ..Width af Wall....- .-..'.'.S]ze of Floor Joists. ..

7. Size of Studs..... x.. .. Material of Floor....

I hereby certify !l-mt to the hest
and that this building or eq
the work authorize

. ters. ... ...Type of Rooﬁng T
v lmuwledge and belief the is correct
ction work will comply with all laws and that in the doing of
€by I will not employ any person in violation of the Labor Code of the

Tox saraoan|aw) oN paovaL {aanssi arva | saizom 40 da

State of ia relating to Workmen's Compensation Insurance,
Sign hErE\-ﬂ ‘("';0 o
DISTRICT A ;
OFFICE ...ccoovee v vies oo - By ... . LT
. DEPARTMENT USE NLY
B PLAN CHECKING | OCCUPANCY SURVEY Investigation Fee §.......
Cert. of
$ R ‘ ehems e e e e Area of Bldg... . . .Sq.Ft. Osgup:ncy Fao
N " PE 1
nid § "E!E"_"'E—a"*m—n—— et Continuous e | Thipactpr
. llca:'oiﬁcm?amwu hakva VIR <.: .!'3'_“.““"“ " |Specifed—Requi g
| N R Vilguion Includes /J'ahr;rxc.m“ e
- e "DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE_ 7.
__TYPE OF KECEIPT . | DATE lswtn 'rx.wx__n NO. (M) Ial;cn_:_n NoJs . qont: _ na_ PAID
2 SPTS DER .
3 - }": — — -

ETS 111':31_-,” —|[rASEEE




August 12, 1964

——

L g_\@

%

!% Q Eév OF L05 ANGELES
INSTRUCTIONS:

APPLICATION TO ALTER - REPAIR - DEMOLISH
AND FOR CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY

« + B&S.Fam B3

DEPT. OF BUILDING AND SAFETY

Anllunt te Cemplete Numbared items Only.

let Plan Required on Back of Original.

1. LEGAL [LOT BLK. TRACT ADDRESS APPROVED 1o
DESCR, g
2. BUILDING ADDRESS DIST, MAP »
855 S STRRATIO AV 22¥35 i~
3. BEIWEEN CROSS STREETS Z0NE =
8th anp 9th B ~42. §
4. PRESENT USE OF BUILDING NEW USE OF BUILDING RE DIST, s
PIILTG =
5. OWNER'S NAME PHONE TNSIDE %
JoSST PARITTL LR3T950 KeY >
6. OWNER'S ADDRESS .0 ZONE COR. LOT <
2007 VILSEIRE blwd 1A REV. COR, g
~TF. CERT. ARCH. STATE LICENSE  PHONE LOT SIZE r
y724¢] r
. ENGR. STATE LICENSE ~ PHONE
8. LG ENGR B LEAL
Q. CONIRACTO : STATE JICENSE oy - RHONE REAR ALLEY
B 1 P 132335 gl 3(5“* SIDE _ALLEY
0. CONTRACTOR'S ADDRESS .0, ZONE BLOG. LINE
1O, s 1926 W 79th Sy, "oTA L7 M +o
31, SIZE OF EXISTING BLOG. STD%ES ?Tur“ N0, OF EXISTING BUILDINGS ON LOT AND USE | BLOG. AREA
0x79 0
; DISTRICT OFFICE
3 - 3555 . STERRATO
32, WATERIAL WOOD {] METAL [ ] CONC. BLOCK| ROOF [ ] WOOD [] SVEEL | ROOFIN gpmxms o
EXT. WALLS:T7-STUCCO [] BRICK [7] CONPRETE l CONSY, ,[] CONC. [J,0THER SPECIFIED »~
T3, VALUATION: mq“n‘i'égnfo‘éfiaﬁre v Of APPR AFFIDAVITS =4
RAD USE PROPOSED Bultoitic, - _Sokm- 2,040 D R E
14, SIZE OF ADDITION STORIES ECKED o
35, n::w_“—w,u BXT. WALS |mua DWELL. -
web sand blffb;rk e bareby 1 il co! VERIEED L ARG
| certify that in doing work aut re w I
not empl!?y any person in violation of the Labor of | PLANS / Egoisulé
the State of Galifornia l-tlng to oA 's compensation ,
insurance, 8 58 f)de °f Application. TCAJON APPROVED | FILE WITH
Signeg - NSFEC CONT. THSP.
This Fe Preperly V.lﬂahd is & Parmit te
the Work Dexcribed. N —
WPE [ X - s.P.C. GPL |BP. y® |ILF. 0.5. \ c/0
L lzz 10—

1
|
!
;
z

e e X - (X mm.._._../__.. CRIT, SOIL

073562 Z — 1 CK

~

CONS

1040

/L

>




March 20, 1974
“"5‘“""‘" e APPLICAT

TION TO ADD-ALTEK-REPAIR-DEMOLISH

AND FOR CERTIFICATE OF murmev DERY. OF WUILOING aumnw'

C.

=z

I

5o MR20M 59679 5 86833 T — 6CK
S MR26M 59680 e6833 T—1CK
i

STATEMENT OF RESPONSIBILITY

1 certify that in doing the work authorized hereby | will not employ any person in violation of the Labor
Code of the State of California relating to workmen’s compensation insurance.
*This permit is an application for inspection, the issuance of which is not an approval or an author-
ization of the work specified herein. This permit does not authorize or permit, nor shall it be construed
as authorizing or permitting the violation or failure to comply with any applicable law. Neither the City

of Los Angeles, nor any board,

CITY OF LOS ANGELES.
INSTRUCTIONS:  Applicant to Complete Hnmhnd items Only,
B 5
. N E OF BUI;
ment ame
3. JIIB AD
EEB So. Sarrano@“‘e—
4. BETWEEN CROSS STREETS
8th
OWNER'S NAME FHONE
Clark 382-9213
8. OWNER'S ADDRESS Zip
no
‘T« ENGINEER STATE LICENSE Ho. PHINE
8. ARCHITECT DR DESIGNER STATE LIGENSE Ne. PHONE
9. CONTRACTOR c STATE LICENSE Ho. FHONE
i};.lson Deskey gxg 281,885 662=1141
i0. ADDR Y C c" F a
ENDER
11. SIZE OF EXISTING BLDG. STORIES [HEIGHT NO. OF EXISTING BUILDINGS ON LOT AND USE
WIDTH LEHG'I’!I 6 ne.
12. CONSI. MATER EXT. WALLS ROOF FLOOR
F EXiSTIiG BLOG, % | conc comp I
13. JOB ADDRESS DIST. RFFI.%
855 So. Serrano Ve o
T e R ae s = 7
AND USE PROPOSED BUILDING ﬂ- 37@'{9
15. NEW WORK: . . . GRADING
ezive) . Comply with Fire Safetvy Requirements o
HIGHE\LDED.
NEW USE OF BUILDING SIZE OF ADD; N STORIES | HEIGHT FLODD
____Same [ErSTe [ e~
TYPE gcngul’ H 2 ﬁ CONS.
3 - Ly
R;inég' ne It"ltl:\é ne TOTAL ED E‘i’
DWELL. GUEST PARKING REQ'D PROVIDED FILE WITH
UNITS ne ROOMS 4 ne
EEE’IEKLEIE ﬁ'gg S = ANSPECEION ACTIVITY INSPECTOR
SFECIFIED Ve —— COMB GEN MALS. 3
P.C. & |SP.C. B oY [1F. G.P.I. 0S. [%4 M
212 =t~ | | | | [P

PLAN CHECK EXPIRES SIX MONTHS AFTER FEE IS PAID. PERMIT EXPIRES ONE YEAR AFTER FEE IS PAID OR SIX
MONTHS AFTER FEE IS PAID IF CONSTRUCTION IS NOT COMMENCED.

2125
2500

department, officer or employee thereof make any warranty or shall be

responsﬂ:le for the performance or results of any work described herein, or the cnnl:litton of the property

hich such work is performed "

(See Sec. 91.0202 LAM

Signed A —_—
o (Owiner or Agent) Sig natu%bate )‘
Bureau of ADDRESS APPROVED S/ ]
Engineering SEWERS SEWERS AVAILABLE =

NOT AVAILABLE

SFC

PAID

NO SEWER,/FPLUMBING REQ'D.

SFC

DUE SFC WOT APPLICABLE

DRIVEWAY

HIGHWAY DEDICATION

REQUIRED

COMPLETED

FLODD CLEARANCE

Conservation APPROVED FOR ISSUE ]

NO FILE [m]

Fire

Plumbing

APPROVED (TITLE 19} (L.A.M.C.-5700)
PRIVATE SEWAGE SYSTEM APPROVED

Planning APPROVED UNDER GASE 4F

Traffic APRROVED FOR




September 5, 1985

APBLICATION CITYOFLOSANGELES  DEPT, OF BUILOWNG AND SAFETY - TO ADD-ALTER-
" N REPAIR- H
3 “nspec ﬂ 9 6 0 O 17037 } D 0 5 AND FOR EEER‘“‘HOFIlE.asTi
INSPECTION OF OCCUPANCY
INSTRUCTIONS: 1. Applicant to Complete Numbered Hems Only.
1. LoT BLOCK TRACT COUNCIL BIST, MAP
LEGAL PISTELET KO- -
DESCR, 51 9308 4 CENSUS TRACT
2]{“255
2, PRESENT USE OF BUILDING I NEW USE OF BUILDING F
LI pt.House ‘) same
3. JOB AGDRESS FIRE DIST.
&, BETWEEEW CROSS STREETS * W gth St 10T TVPE

5. r' N o PHONE c&m‘r
Y 0 - 50x149.93

&, OWNER'S ADDRESS cITy
same

7. ENGINEER BUS, LIC. NO. ACTIVE STATE LIC. NO. PHONE ALLEY
e

B, ARCHITECT MD/B_II.‘-‘NER BUS. LIC. NO. ACTIVE STATE LIC. KD. PHONI .'L]HE

. ARCHITECT M_gﬁluﬁﬂ‘s ADDRESS cITY P EFHEW?

Ter8The/Fire Protection "”436£§'€‘ 81899077705 | NO
™47,  SIZE OF EXISTING, BLDG. ISTING BUILDINGS ON LOT AND PC Req 'd

WIDTH LENGTH < al 7

CONST. MATERIAL RODF L 1
Tick o

GUIDE DI QFFICE

IF N
OF EXISTING BLDG, 35>

i 3 13. OEAYERS Serrano Ave.
|

T T s Pp=800 S STUBY 2
AND USE PROPOSED BUILDING EE Eg 500

"5 Theerbe Comply to Dorothy Mae Ordinance

NEW USE OF BUILDING SIZE OF ADDITION

—iﬁEWR

55, 75 E'Fl: BESBE-IA1LY
o] 053

C

S ETT L . -

: ) 7 ool g Clalms for refund of fees g o | = Eﬁaﬁl 2 U@’Bé/?ﬁ 5-‘5! E’E?E

Jod{- ’07 gemis must be fd: Phin (2 F g, & 0SS

P L u year from date of mmunl of |2 * *

-« 11 m‘ o:d_z“:]nll_::;m R g ”E Ia?" b0 BR~C

= E;t e ésnaﬂ oosl .

T £ HhR 09/05/85 1]0,28 CHTD

|a DIST. OFFICE 0 m I o ]
mmBﬁﬁS? ‘ ENEAGY Cfl %

mu CHECK EXPINES ONE YEAR AFTER F 0. PERMIT EXFES TWD |
m&f*—’”‘?mﬂ’fﬂ EE 15 PAID IF CONSTRUCTION IS . _ |

! DECLARATIONS AND CERTIFICATIONS

" LICENSED ,CONTRACTORS DECLARATIO!
| 1 -l hmby aflirm thet | am llcensed under Iho rovislons of Chapter 8 (commencing \\ﬂﬂl Sectlon 7000) of Division 3 of the
mInnlans Code, and my license Iy In tyll force and effect.
@ e Elérje @ 243612° e-cle
@ (Signatu
OWNER: HUII,DER"BECLAMT{OH
| 17.1 hemhy aflim that | m sxempt from ke Contractor's” Licanse Law for the following reason (Sec. 7031.5, Business and
olessions Code: Any cily or county which requires a permit to construct, aller, improve, demllsh or fepal i any structurs,

prior to il.s issuance, also raguires the applicant for auch permil fo fils a signed statement that he is llcansed nmllint ta the
nmwl’ﬁm of the Contractor's License Law [Chapler § [:ummun:ing with Section 7000) of Division 3 of the ness an
fessions Code) or that he s oxampt therafrom and the basis for the alleged exsmplion. Any violation of Section 7031.5 by
any applicant for & parmit whluu tho applicant to a civil ponalty of not more than five hundred dollars {S500). ):

{3 ), a8 owner of the proparly, or my employces wilh wogas os thelr solo =umq,"ﬂsaliun. will dﬂ the wark, and the struclure
Is Aot Inlendud or offered for sale {Soc. 7044, Buﬂnau ind Pri oulum Codo‘ o Conlraclor's Licensoe Law does not apply
to an owner of proporty who bullds ar imf roves thoreon, and who doo: ark himsall nr through his own employees,
provided that such improvemania are not nlenued or ofram: for anfe. II' hmum:r. tha bullding or improvemant is sold within
cm y'au of completion, the owner-builder will have the burden of proving that ho did not bu In‘ or improve for the purposs

{:I 1, as ownor od' |h. pmpu;ly, am m[u:luly coniracling with IInamnd contractors to construct the project (Sec. 7044,
Buiiness and P : The ( Icenso Law doos not apply 1o an ownor of proparty who builds or improves
thareon, and who conlracls l'o: auch projects le|| a =m|lr-r.tor[|: liconsod pursuant to tho Onnlrlnlor's Licenso Law.}.

1 am exempl undor See. . B. & P. C, for this reason

Date Qwner's

WORKERS' COMPENSATION DECLARATIO!

18. I )m r ll'ﬁm‘}:illl I have a_certificate ?I' consent to sell-ins r a enrtmc.nln of \Norl:ar's penaatien Insurance, or
a 0 gC.

= I “‘ nsurance Company

Applicant's Mailing Address

CERTIFICATE OF EXEMPTION FROM WORKERS' COMPENSRTION INSURANCE

l’-l cmily that in the perlormance of the work for which this pemlll is issued, | shall not amploy any person In any manner
10 become subject lo the Workers® of

nu.
NOTICE TO APPLICANT: If, altar mnklnn this Certificale ol Exemption, you should become subject.to the Workers® Com-
mnﬁnn provisians of the Labor Code, you must forthwith comply with such provisions or this permit shall b deamed

CONSTRUCTION LENDING AGENCY
Sol-sl horaby ‘crlﬁmn:hnl there Ta & consiruction tonding agency for the parformance of the work for which this pemmit Is fssved |
ec, 3087, Giv. GJ.

Lender's Nams Lendor's Addross a

21. 1 certily that | have read this application -nd stale that the abovo Informatien Ts corroct, | ageee to comply with all elty
and counly ordinances and state laws relaling to building consiruction, and hareby authotize representatives of this city to
enler upon the propariy for

1 mllhe that this parmit Is an application for inspection, that it does not approve or utherize the work specified herein,
that It doss nol authorize or nln‘rll? violation or fallure o comply with any a.upneable mr. that neither the city of Los
Angeles nor any board, department, oflicer or employee thersol make any warranty or shall be responsible for the perlorm-

ance or ruulll aof & nranrk described harain or the condition of the property or soll upca l“ﬂ:‘a mwash work o pedommed,

vu‘;)EPfe,;u_,_.f- 5/3-/? ¢

) Paaﬂ‘[eh N e Dalo__




April 15, 1986

APPLICATION :ITWFI.OSMGE,LESI DEFT.OF BUILOING AND SAFETY TO ADD-ALTER-
3. REPAR BNOLIgH
. . - N - z,
mseectioN ., 0 0 7 0245 OF OCCUPANCY
INSTRUCTIONS: 1. Applicant to Compl items Only.
1. Lot BLOCK TRACT COUNCIL DIST. MAP
. DISTRICT HO.
oescr, | Ot 9308 y T
2. PRESENT USE OF BUILDING NEW USE OF EUILDING ZONE
¢ ) Apt. Rldg ¢ ) Same
3. JoE ADD FIRE DIST.
na Ave
4. B EN CROSS STREETS AND LOT TYPE
8th 8t cOTNer
5. RS NAMI PHONE LOT SIZE
innon Géﬂ—" 131
6. NER'S =& CITY P

7. ENGINEER __c_,_._.—-—-—p(ﬁ, LIC. MO. ACTIVE STATE LIC. KO. FHONE ALLEY
B. ARCHITECT OR Dﬁlﬂw NO. ACTIVE STATE LIC. KD, PHONE BLOG. LINE

9. ARCAITECT OR ENGIMnui ADDRESS——— CITY Fid AFFIDAVITS
ZI 1216
10, CONT BUS. LI, NO. ACTEV! . NO, PHONE
Schneider s 2 - GCPD
11.  SIZE OF EXISTING. BLDG. 1ES | HEIG! NO. OF LDINGS ON LOT AND USE
Wil LENGTH P.C.REQD
12, CONST. MATERIAL EXT. WALLS ROOF 0OR
OF EXISTING BLDG. = cone co cone
13, J0B ADDRESS "i?f } STREET GUIDE | DISTRICT OFFICE
855 8. Serrano Ave.  ~— ' LA
e
T T A 7600.00 PG | soswesmor

AND USE PROPOSED BUILDING C15--500.00 BP
Sl

FILE WITH

TYPIST i

FARKING
\ REQ'D

Durand
o« PE GPL BASB-3(AS58S)
55 76 -
¢ ,55].?5 t-BE o

C 107,00 BR=C
34729 DBy .
R8487 2 04/T6/86 ?57._;_ CHTD

DECLARATIONS AND CERTIFICATIONS
I.II:ENSED CONTRACTORS DECLARATION
Business and

r the provisions of Chaptar 9 (commenci Sechign 7000) ivislol sfsn
rofasslone Code, nnd m)f h:umu s In full force lng -mcr( ”’&w slen
Data Uec. Class £=3C ___ Lie. Number B2 K30 contractor

N (Signature) —

16. | haraby atfim that 1 am can

OWNER-BUILDER DECLARATION
17+ | hereby alfirm Ihat | am exempt from the Conlraclor's Licerss La\nr for the I’n.-nwmq reason (Sec. T031.5, Business and

Profossions Code: Any cily or county which requires a permit 1o construct, alter, improve, demolish, or repair any siruclure,

prior o its issuance, also requires the spwlcan\ for such permil 1o file & ﬂqner.l ‘iatement (hat he is licensed pursuant to the

provisions of the Gonlractor's License Law (Chapler 9 (commencing with Section 700C) et Division 3 of the Business and Pro-

fesslons Cnde;col' that he ls exempt Hlul!‘fmm end the basis for Ihe alleged exemplon. Asy wiciaten of Section 7031.5 by

any applcant for & permit subjects the applicant o a civl penalty of nct fote than fve hxld’mf dallars (5500 )2 -
[ 1, as cwner of the propery, or my am loyees with wages as thewr sole compensalion, will do the work, and the slructure

iz not'fntended or offered for sale (Sec. Business and Professions Code: The Conlracto censes Law does nol apply

to an owner of properly who builds or lmnmvu thereon. and who doos such work himsell or Ihmup'| his own employaes,

provided thal such Improvements are not d or offerad for sale. If, howevar, the Ewlding of improvement is sold within

intende: 1
n?n yu{ ol complation, the owner-builder will have the burden of proving that he did not build or improve for the purpose I

owner of ihe properly. am exclusively conlracting with hicensed conliractors to construct tho profect (Sec. 7
and Professions Code: The Contractor's License Law does nol app'y lo an owner of propedy who bu-lds or Imptonru
. and who conlracts for auch projecis with & contracter(s) Licensed pursuant Lo the Ceniracicrs Licenss Law.)
1 am exemp! under Soc. — B, & P. C. for this reason.
Dals Owner's 3
WORKERS' COMPENSATION DECLARATION
18, | hersty alfirm that | have a certificate of consent 1o sell-insure, or a certificale of Worker's Compensation Insurance, or
a cartified copy thareol (Sec, 3800, Lab. C.).

Potley Ho, S 305 Sl = STATE Eeh

O Centilied copy Is heraby furnishe
nf&:c'm". is filed with the tos Angolas Gity Deat. L& - O

Apglicant's

Applicant's'Mailing Addrass 5531 VEsicE sifd L. FoorT
CERTIFICATE OF EXEMPTION FROM WORKERS' COMPENSATION INSURANCE
194 | certity that in the performance of |he vmri: fer which lhla parmit is issued, | shall ot employ ary perscq in ary manner
30 as 1o bacome sublact to the Workers' ws of
Dale Applicant’s Si,

NOTICE TO APPLICANT: If, alter making this Cerfificate of Exemplion, you should become subject to the Warkers' Gom
pemallun provisions of the Labor Code, you must forthwith comply with such provisions or this pemmit shall ba du

CONSTRUCTION LENDING AGENCY
20, | hereby aflim_that there Is & construction lending agency for the perfomance of the work for which this permit is fssued
(See. 3097, Giv. G}

Londer's Name Lendor's Address

ll.l fhat, I hwve tond this Applioation and slale that (e above lnrclmmn is correch | agted 1 w w‘!‘ = :1'7
“nm%r nances and stelo i‘l\l‘l nll!lnn to building oreby i Thy 1o

unlur upon lhn !bﬂmunﬂ ned propotty for inspoction purposcs.
1 roalize that this permit is an & Ilcatlorl for Inapw:nn. that it does not approve or authorize the work specilied herein,
that it does not authorize or parmit violation of faslure 1o comply with any applicable law, that neither the cily of Los
Angeles nor any board, department, ol icer or employee thereof make any warranly or shall be responsible for the perform-
ance or resulls of smf work described herein or the condilion of the properdy or soil upon which such work is performed.
0202 LA

‘-// wé-c;




April 10, 2001
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CITY OF LOS ANGELES

CALIFORNIA

RICHARD J. RIORDAN
MAYOR

CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY

ADDRESS OF BUILDING: 855 S. SERRANO AVENUE

NOTE: Any change of use of occupancy must be approved by the Department of Building and
Safety.

[] This certifies that, sc far as ascertained or made known to the undersigned, the wvacant land,

building or portion of building described below and located at the address complies with the
applicable construction reguirements (Chapter 9) and/or the applicable zoning requirements (Chapter

1) of the Los Angeles Municipal Cede for the use, or occupancy group in which it is classified.*
{Mon-Residential Uses)

[X] This certifies that, sc far as ascertained by or make known te the undersigned, the building or

portion of building described below and located at the above address complies with the applicable
requirements of the Municipal Cede, as fellows: Ch. 1, as to permitted uses, Ch. 9, Arts. 1,3.4,

and 5; and with applicable requirements of State Housing Law-for following occupancies:* (Residential
uses)

Permit No. and Year: 00016-10000-20669

CONVERT MAID’S ROOMS ON THE &™ FLOOR INTO 2 DWELLING UNITS FOR A TOTAL
OF 15 UNITS.

R1/83 OCCUPANCY

TOTAL PARKING REQUIRED: 30
TOTAL PARKING PROVIDED: 30 = STANDARD: 30

*

ALSO SUBJECT TO KNY AFFIDAVITS OR BUILDING AND ZONING CODE
MODIFICATIONS WHETHER LISTED ABOVE OR NOT.

Issued By/Office: Bureau:

Division:
(LA) -VN-WLA-SP-C.D. #: (BLDG) -BCS: (GI) ~MS~MSS-EQ-BMI-COMM:

OWNER: J.A, MILLER & RLP SERRANO PROPERTY LLC
OWNER'S 1755 WOODEN VILLAGE RD.
RDDRESS:  NAPA, CA 94558 _
Issued: 04/10/2001 BY:J.H?E?ELBRINK/J.Z.fD.R.
i 06-B-35C (R 11/a9)

AN EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY — AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER Focyctatis nd Made bom pecyciod waske @

I A3



June 2, 2003

855S Serrano Ave 03016 - 70000 - 10393
Printed: 06/02/03 11:02 AM
Bldg-Alter/Repair City of Los Angeles - Department of Building and Safely
A
Exorces Permit APPLICATION FOR BUILDING PERMIT Lest Staws:  Ready to Issue
No Plan Check AND CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY Status Date: 06/02/2003
LIRACT BLOCK  LOTin ARE COUNTY MAPREE W PARCELIDW(PINW ||2 ASSESSOR PARCELY
TR 9308 51 M B 139-55/56 132B193 844 5093 - 010 - 001
*P030167000010393FN*
L PARCEL INFORMATION
Arca Planning Commission - Central Census Tract - 2125.000
LADBS Branch Office - LA District Map - 132B193
Bldg. Line - 10.00 Energy Zone -9
Council District - 10 Near Source Zone Distance - 6.1
{Zc’mmunn:.r Plan Area - Wllshlre Thomas Brothers Map Grid - 633-13 ]
ZONES): R4-2/
4. DOCUMENTS
Z1 - ZI-1940 CRA - ZI 1940 KOREATO
ZA - ZA-18068 CPC - CPC-2002-141-CA
SPA - Adaptive Reuse Incentive Areas  CDBG - BID-Wilshire Center
RD - ORD-174995 CDBG - LARZ-Central City
S CHECKLIST [TEMS
6, PROPERTY OWNER, TENANT, APPLICANT INFORMATION
_ Oremes(s):
Miller Chateau Chaumont Llc And 1755 Wooden Valley Rd NAPA CA 94558
Tenant
Ml Applicart:  (Relationship. Contractor)
Aquileo Gutierrez - A Guticrrez Roofing Co 1406 E 58th Dr LOS ANGELES, CA 90001 (323) 583-0745
(05) Apartment Reroof: remove old roof-covering; install 130 squares built-up roof over the existing solid
sheathing.
9. # Bldes on Site & Use; 1: APTS For i andfor ion requests origi within LA County,
————— Call toll free (888) LA4BUILD
BLDG. PC By: DAS PC By: Oulside LA Counry, call (213) 482-0000. (LA4BUILD = 524-2845)
OK for Cashier: lsh el Ortiz oord. OK: For Cashieb'd llhihrli.mnnt of Build W8 #ind16H0303,
Signature: Date: &-2-—03 L 15 26 053117 06/02/03 11:16AN
o -
VATUXTION & FEE INFORMATION Final F:erod E'illtgn:gnsgggn Corin $338.00
t Valuat PC Valuation: $2.80
| Pemit Valuation: $28000 = BUILDING FLAN CHECK $20.00
FINAL TOTAL Bldg-Alter/Repair 405.41 ONE STOP SURCH $7.22
Permit Fee Subtotal Bldg-Alter/Repa 338.00 SYSTENS DEVT FEE $21.65
Firc Hydrant Refuse-To-Pay CITY PLANNING SURCH $10.74
E.Q. Instrumentation 2.80 MISCELLANEQUS $5.00
0.5. Surcharge 122 | T o
Sys. Surcharge 2165 Subtotal: $405. 41
Planning Surcharge 10.74 . -
Planning Surcharge Misc Fee 5.00 Carry Over FROM Tran% 053116 $215.18
Permil Issuing Fee 20.00 . TUmTm s
Permit Fee-Single Inspection Flag Totul.l)ue- $420.59
Checks: $620.59

{Sewer Cap 1ID:

Total Bond(s) Due:

e ——

12 h_ﬂA!'IIM;N 5

O3SL. 28557




June 9, 2004

. 855SSerrano Ave Permit #: 04026 - 10000 - 00028
Plan Check #: BO4LAO0387 Printed: 06/09/04 03:59 PM
Event Code:
Nonbldg-Alter/Repair City of Los Angeles - Department of Building and Safety
Rugular Plan Check APPLICATION FOR BUILDING PERMIT Last Status:  Ready to Issue
Plan Check Submittal AND CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY Status Date:  06/09/2004
LIRACT BLOCK LOT(s) ARB  COUNTY MAP REF # EARCELID #{PIN®) ||3 ASSESSOR PARCELY
TR 9308 50 M B 139-55/56 132B193 819 5093 - 010 - 001
TR 9308 51 M B 139-55/56 132B193 844 5093 - 010 - 001
L PARCEL INFORMATION
Arca Planning Commission - Central Community Plan Area - Wilshire Lot Type - Comer
LADBS Branch Office - LA Census Tract - 2125.00 Near Source Zone Distance - 6.1
Bldg. Line - 10.00 District Map - I3ZBI93 Thomas Brothers Map Grid - 633-H3
Council District - 10 Energy Zone -
Certified Neighborhood Council - Wilshire Center-Korea Lot Size - 128" X 14998
= |zones): R4-2/
E 4 DOCUMENTS
Z1 - Z1-1940 CDBG - LARZ-Central City
6 |ZA - ZA-18068
= CRA - ZI 1940 KOREATOWN
o] (CDBG - BID-Wilshire Center
~ [SCHECKLIST TEMs
[\
Q
e
& AN i T
Y| Owmer(s):
'S Miller Chateau Chaumont Lle And 1755 Wooden Valley Rd NAPA CA 94558
l'g Tenant:
1] Applicant;  (Relationship: Other)
Frank Granillo - 3102 S Salta SANTA ANA, CA 92704 (562) 307-5326
LEXISTING USE EROPOSED USE 8. DESCRIFTION OF WORK
(61) Use of Land RESTRIP PARKING LOT FOR (E} 15-UNIT APARTMENT UNDER 00016-10000-20669.
SEE COMMENTS
IW APT 15 UN W/ ATT PARKG For i andfor i ion requests ori; within LA County,
[ Call toll-free (888) LA4BUILD
BLDG. PC By: Fidencio Madero DAS PC By: Outside LA County, call (213) 482-0000. (LA4BUILD = 524-2845)
OK for Cashier: Fldencm ero Coord. OK: For CashierjsaUgf. QoI 4 wont r By | 13” _____ 426]10018
|signature: OGI-O}L SL 15 G4 D69ns1 Bes0s/0s nés1zen” "
?; Final Fee Perod BUILDING PERRIT Coliii LA, Fl%
Permit Valuation:  $3,000 PC Valuation: EI1 RESIDENTIAL $0.5
PLAN MAINTENAMCE $10.00
FINAL TOTAL Nonbldg-Alter/Repa 160.94 ONE STOP SURCH $2.81
Permit Fee Subtotal Nonbldg-Alter/R 130.00 SYSTEMS DEVT FEE $8.43
Plan Check Subtotal Monbldg-Alter/R 0.00 NISCELLANEOUS $5.00
Plan Maintenance 10.00 CITY PLANNING SURCH $4.20
Fire Hydrant Refuse-To-Pay = meemee
E.Q. Instrumentation 0.50 Total Due: $160.94
0.S. Surcharge 2.81 Credit Cord: $1460.94
Sys. Surcharge 8.43
Planning Surcharge 420 04Sl. 34124
Planning Surcharge Misc Fee 5.00
Permit Issuing Fee 0.00
[sewercapip: \ Total Bond(s) Due:
] gy AP A
« PO 4026 1000O0ODO0O0Z2S8F




June 14, 2006



August 1, 2006

855 S Serrano Ave

Permit #:

06016 - 10000 - 14972

Plan Check #: X06LA14011 rinted: 08/01/06 11:17 AM
Event Code: i it 5
Blde-Alter/Repair City of Los Angeles - Department of Building and Safety
"\ T
Express bermit APPLICATION FOR BUILDING PERMIT Last Status:  Ready to Issue
No Plan Check AND CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY Status Date:  08/01/2006
LTRACT BLOCK LOTis) ARE  COUNTY MAP REF ¥ PARCEL ID ¥ (PIN # L ASSESSOR PARCEL #
TR 53290-C LT1 M B 1303-43/44 132B193 1195 5093 -010-017

3. PARCEL JNFORMATION

Area Planning Commission - Central
LADBS Branch Office - LA

Blde. Line - 10

Council District - 10

Community Plan Area - Wilshire
Census Tract - 2125.00
Near Source Zone Distance - 6.1

Certified Neighborhood Council - Wilshire Center - Korc

ZONESE R4-2/

{‘__" 4. DOCUMENTS

ZA - ZA-1806
CRA - Z1 1940 KOREATOWN
(CDBG - BID-Wilshire Center

pit ZI - Z1-1940 Wilshire Cntr/Koreatown R CDBG - LARZ-Central City
8

£ CHECKLISTITEMS

Crwmers)
Miller Chateau Chaumont Lle

Tenant;

¢82SRz 2COTROSO

& PROPERTY OWNER, TENANT, APPLICANT INFORMATION

855 Serrano Ave

LOS ANGELES, CA 90005

(35) Condo-Single Family

8 DESCRIFTION OF WORK
REMODEL AND REPAIR OF UNITS- TO INCLUDE CABINETS, COUNTERS. REPLACE
TILE IN SHOWER. WORK TO BE DONE @ UNITS 21, 32, 41, 42, 52.

DAS PC By:
Coord. OK: f l

For i ion and/or insp

ing within LA County,

requests origi

Call toll-free (888) LA4BUILD (524-2845)

OQutside LA County, call (213) 482-0000 or visit www.ladbs.org

[ L1 PHOJECT VALUATION |
Permit Valuation:

Dalezgl r'/mﬁ
=

PC Valuation:

Firc Hvdrant Refuse-To-Pay
E.Q. Instrumentation

0.5, Surcharge

Svs. Surcharze

Planning Surcharge

Planning Surcharge Misc Fee
Permit Issuing Fee

Sewer Cap 1D:

I /
FINAL TOTAL Bldg-Alter/Repair .52
Permit Fee Subtotal BldgiAlter/Rep: 0.00

4.00
B.68
26.04
25.80
5.00
20.00

Total Bond(s) Due:

LLATTACHMENTS

For Cashier's Use Only

Wi0# 61614972

LA Department of Buildins and Sofety
LA 04 0B 198439 08/M01/06 1152340

BUILDING PERMIT COMH
BUILDING FLAN CHECK
ET RESIDENWTIAL

OHE STOP SURCH
SYSTEMS DEWT FEE
CITY PLANNING SURCH
MISCELLANEQUS

Subtotol:

Carry Over FROM Trans 198428
Totol Duet

Check:
O&L@&

$410.00
$20.00
$4.00
$8.68
$26.04
$25.80
$5.00

$497.52
$487.24

$986.76
$786.76

&1 IS0

OO
« PO 6016 100O0OD014 97 2FHNw*




August 4, 2011

855 S Serrano Ave Permit #: 11016 - 40000 - 19540
Plan Check #: X11SP02826 Printed: 10/04/11 11:42 AM
. Event Code:
Bldg-Alter/Repair City of Los Angeles - Department of Building and Safety
Commercial
Exonese permi APPLICATION FOR BUILDING PERMIT  Last Status: Ready to Issue
No Plan Check AND CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY Status Date: 10/04/2011
L IBACT BLOCK  LOTis) ABE  COUNTY MAF REF# EARCFL D 8 (PIN#) || 2 ASSESSOR PARCEL #
TR 53290-C LT 1 M B 1303-43/44 132B193 1195 || 5093 - 010 - ***
L EARCEL INFORMATION
Area Planning Commission - Central Community Plan Area - Wilshire
LADBS Branch Office - LA Census Tract - 2125.00
Bldg. Line - 10 Near Source Zone Distance - .5
Council District - 10
Centified Neighborhood Council - Wilshire Center - Kore
| zosEss;: R4-2
* 4, DOCUMENTS
I 71 - Z1-1940 Wilshire Cntr/Koreatown R CRA - Z1 1940 KOREATOWN
- Z1 - Z1-2374 Los Angeles State Enterpris CDBG - BID-Wilshire Center
ZA -ZA-18068 CDBG - LARZ-Central City
ORD - ORD-67461 CDBG - SEZ-Los Angeles State Enterpr
<
- Std. Work Descr - Seismic Gas Shut Off Valve
6, PROPERTY OWNER, TENANT, APPLICANT INFORMATION
Owner(s):
Short, Garedean 855 Serrano Ave # 12 LOS ANGELES CA 90005
817 South Serrano Ll¢ 26 Sail View Ave RANCHO PALOS VERDES CA 9027:
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PROPERTY ADDRESSES

855 S SERRANO AVE

ZIP CODES
90005

RECENT ACTIVITY
CHC-2017-1351-HCM
ENV-2017-1352-CE

CASE NUMBERS
ORD-67461
ZA-18068
TT-53290-CC
CHC-2010-357-HCM
ENV-2010-358-CE
ENV-2000-4118-CE

City of Los Angeles
Department of City Planning

4/4/2017

PARCEL PROFILE REPORT

Address/Legal Information
PIN Number

Lot/Parcel Area (Calculated)
Thomas Brothers Grid
Assessor Parcel No. (APN)
Tract

Map Reference

Block

Lot

Arb (Lot Cut Reference)
Map Sheet

Jurisdictional Information
Community Plan Area

Area Planning Commission
Neighborhood Council
Council District

Census Tract #

LADBS District Office
Planning and Zoning Information
Special Notes

Zoning

132B193 1195
19,129.4 (sq ft)
PAGE 633 - GRID H3
5093010BRK

TR 53290-C

M B 1303-43/44
None

LT1

None

132B193

Wilshire

Central

Wilshire Center - Koreatown
CD 10 - Herb J. Wesson, Jr.
2125.02

Los Angeles Metro

None
R4-2

Zoning Information (ZI) ZI1-2452 Transit Priority Area in the City of Los Angeles
Z1-1940 Wilshire Center / Koreatown Redevelopment Project
ZI-2374 LOS ANGELES STATE ENTERPRISE ZONE

General Plan Land Use High Medium Residential

General Plan Footnote(s) Yes
Hillside Area (Zoning Code) No
Specific Plan Area None
Special Land Use / Zoning None
Design Review Board No
Historic Preservation Review No
Historic Preservation Overlay Zone None
Other Historic Designations None
Other Historic Survey Information None
Mills Act Contract None
CDO: Community Design Overlay None
CPIO: Community Plan Imp. Overlay None
District None
Subarea None
CUGU: Clean Up-Green Up None
NSO: Neighborhood Stabilization Overlay No
POD: Pedestrian Oriented Districts None
SN: Sign District No
Streetscape No

Adaptive Reuse Incentive Area Adaptive Reuse Incentive Areas
Ellis Act Property No

Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO) No

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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CRA - Community Redevelopment Agency Wilshire Center / Koreatown Redevelopment Project

Central City Parking No

Downtown Parking No

Building Line 10

500 Ft School Zone No

500 Ft Park Zone No

Assessor Information

Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5093010018

Ownership (Assessor)
Ownerl SHORT,GAREDEAN
Address 855 S SERRANO AVE # 12

LOS ANGELES CA 90005
Ownership (Bureau of Engineering, Land

Records)
Owner Not Available
Address Not Available
APN Area (Co. Public Works)* 0.029 (ac)
Use Code 010E - Residential - Single Family Residence - Condo Conversion
Assessed Land Val. $88,306
Assessed Improvement Val. $35,321
Last Owner Change 04/11/2006
Last Sale Amount $105,001
Tax Rate Area 6657
Deed Ref No. (City Clerk) None
Building 1
Year Built 1928
Building Class CX
Number of Units 0
Number of Bedrooms 0
Number of Bathrooms 1
Building Square Footage 310.0 (sq ft)
Building 2 No data for building 2
Building 3 No data for building 3
Building 4 No data for building 4
Building 5 No data for building 5
Assessor Information
Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5093010019
Ownership (Assessor)
Ownerl SANTAMARIA,ABIGAIL AND KIM,KEVIN
Address 855 S SERRANO AVE UNIT 21

LOS ANGELES CA 90005
Ownership (Bureau of Engineering, Land

Records)
Owner Not Available
Address Not Available
APN Area (Co. Public Works)* 0.029 (ac)
Use Code 010E - Residential - Single Family Residence - Condo Conversion
Assessed Land Val. $365,000
Assessed Improvement Val. $362,000
Last Owner Change 04/11/2007
Last Sale Amount $655,006
Tax Rate Area 6657
Deed Ref No. (City Clerk) None
Building 1
Year Built 1928
Building Class CX

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
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Number of Units 0

Number of Bedrooms 2

Number of Bathrooms 2

Building Square Footage 1,750.0 (sq ft)
Building 2 No data for building 2
Building 3 No data for building 3
Building 4 No data for building 4
Building 5 No data for building 5
Assessor Information
Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5093010020
Ownership (Assessor)

Ownerl OLIVER,JIM AND

Owner2 MILLER,JEFFREY A

Address 2583 GLENDOWER AVE

LOS ANGELES CA 90027
Ownership (Bureau of Engineering, Land

Records)
Owner Not Available
Address Not Available
APN Area (Co. Public Works)* 0.029 (ac)
Use Code 010E - Residential - Single Family Residence - Condo Conversion
Assessed Land Val. $105,445
Assessed Improvement Val. $146,033
Last Owner Change 04/19/2006
Last Sale Amount $87,000
Tax Rate Area 6657
Deed Ref No. (City Clerk) None
Building 1
Year Built 1928
Building Class CX
Number of Units 0
Number of Bedrooms 1
Number of Bathrooms 1
Building Square Footage 1,200.0 (sq ft)
Building 2 No data for building 2
Building 3 No data for building 3
Building 4 No data for building 4
Building 5 No data for building 5
Assessor Information
Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5093010021
Ownership (Assessor)
Ownerl CHON,CHRIS AND MIJA
Address 855 S SERRANO AVE UNIT 23A

LOS ANGELES CA 90005
Ownership (Bureau of Engineering, Land

Records)
Owner Not Available
Address Not Available
APN Area (Co. Public Works)* 0.029 (ac)
Use Code 010E - Residential - Single Family Residence - Condo Conversion
Assessed Land Val. $528,122
Assessed Improvement Val. $199,629
Last Owner Change 10/18/2013
Last Sale Amount $9
Tax Rate Area 6657
Deed Ref No. (City Clerk) None

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
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Building 1
Year Built
Building Class
Number of Units
Number of Bedrooms
Number of Bathrooms
Building Square Footage
Building 2
Building 3
Building 4
Building 5
Assessor Information
Assessor Parcel No. (APN)
Ownership (Assessor)
Ownerl
Address

Ownership (Bureau of Engineering, Land
Records)

Owner
Address
APN Area (Co. Public Works)*
Use Code
Assessed Land Val.
Assessed Improvement Val.
Last Owner Change
Last Sale Amount
Tax Rate Area
Deed Ref No. (City Clerk)
Building 1
Year Built
Building Class
Number of Units
Number of Bedrooms
Number of Bathrooms
Building Square Footage
Building 2
Building 3
Building 4
Building 5
Assessor Information
Assessor Parcel No. (APN)
Ownership (Assessor)
Ownerl
Address

Ownership (Bureau of Engineering, Land
Records)

Owner
Address

APN Area (Co. Public Works)*
Use Code

Assessed Land Val.
Assessed Improvement Val.
Last Owner Change

1928

CX

0

3

3

2,390.0 (sq ft)

No data for building 2
No data for building 3
No data for building 4
No data for building 5

5093010022

BERNSTEIN,JASON

855 S SERRANO AVE NO 31A
LOS ANGELES CA 90005

Not Available
Not Available
0.029 (ac)

010E - Residential - Single Family Residence - Condo Conversion

$323,232
$402,885
07/21/2006
$629,006
6657

None

1928

CX

0

2

2

1,750.0 (sq ft)

No data for building 2
No data for building 3
No data for building 4
No data for building 5

5093010023

DUCREST,JONATHAN

855 S SERRANO AVE UNIT 32A
LOS ANGELES CA 90005

DUCREST, JONATHAN

855 S SERRANO AVE APT 32A
LOS ANGELES CA 90005

0.029 (ac)

010E - Residential - Single Family Residence - Condo Conversion

$103,555
$412,150
01/15/2015

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
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Last Sale Amount $498,004

Tax Rate Area 6657
Deed Ref No. (City Clerk) 6-166
593627
51543
5-687
1992520
1992519 +
1567760
1532001
1020151
1014895
0-433-4
Building 1
Year Built 1928
Building Class CX
Number of Units 0
Number of Bedrooms 1
Number of Bathrooms 1
Building Square Footage 1,200.0 (sq ft)
Building 2 No data for building 2
Building 3 No data for building 3
Building 4 No data for building 4
Building 5 No data for building 5
Assessor Information
Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5093010024
Ownership (Assessor)
Ownerl HUNTER,TIM TR TIM HUNTER TRUST
Address 855 S SERRANO AVE NO 33

LOS ANGELES CA 90005
Ownership (Bureau of Engineering, Land

Records)
Owner Not Available
Address Not Available
APN Area (Co. Public Works)* 0.029 (ac)
Use Code 010E - Residential - Single Family Residence - Condo Conversion
Assessed Land Val. $320,600
Assessed Improvement Val. $459,400
Last Owner Change 08/21/2012
Last Sale Amount $9
Tax Rate Area 6657
Deed Ref No. (City Clerk) None
Building 1
Year Built 1928
Building Class CX
Number of Units 0
Number of Bedrooms 3
Number of Bathrooms 3
Building Square Footage 2,390.0 (sq ft)
Building 2 No data for building 2
Building 3 No data for building 3
Building 4 No data for building 4
Building 5 No data for building 5
Assessor Information
Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5093010025
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Ownership (Assessor)
Ownerl FLANNERY,KATHERINE P TR KATHERINE P FLANNERY TRUST

Address 855 S SERRANO AVE UNIT 41
LOS ANGELES CA 90005

Ownership (Bureau of Engineering, Land

Records)
Owner Not Available
Address Not Available
APN Area (Co. Public Works)* 0.029 (ac)
Use Code 010E - Residential - Single Family Residence - Condo Conversion
Assessed Land Val. $390,000
Assessed Improvement Val. $337,000
Last Owner Change 10/28/2015
Last Sale Amount $9
Tax Rate Area 6657
Deed Ref No. (City Clerk) None
Building 1
Year Built 1928
Building Class CX
Number of Units 0
Number of Bedrooms 2
Number of Bathrooms 2
Building Square Footage 1,750.0 (sq ft)
Building 2 No data for building 2
Building 3 No data for building 3
Building 4 No data for building 4
Building 5 No data for building 5
Assessor Information
Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5093010026
Ownership (Assessor)
Ownerl ALSCHULER,FREDERICK AND VALENTYNE,AMBER
Address 855 S SERRANO AVE UNIT 42

LOS ANGELES CA 90005
Ownership (Bureau of Engineering, Land

Records)
Owner Not Available
Address Not Available
APN Area (Co. Public Works)* 0.029 (ac)
Use Code 010E - Residential - Single Family Residence - Condo Conversion
Assessed Land Val. $109,250
Assessed Improvement Val. $435,968
Last Owner Change 04/02/2015
Last Sale Amount $526,505
Tax Rate Area 6657
Deed Ref No. (City Clerk) None
Building 1
Year Built 1928
Building Class CX
Number of Units 0
Number of Bedrooms 1
Number of Bathrooms 1
Building Square Footage 1,200.0 (sq ft)
Building 2 No data for building 2
Building 3 No data for building 3
Building 4 No data for building 4
Building 5 No data for building 5

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
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Assessor Information

Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5093010027

Ownership (Assessor)
Ownerl PANTALEO,JEFFREY
Address 855 S SERRANO AVE 43

LOS ANGELES CA 90005
Ownership (Bureau of Engineering, Land

Records)
Owner Not Available
Address Not Available
APN Area (Co. Public Works)* 0.029 (ac)
Use Code 010E - Residential - Single Family Residence - Condo Conversion
Assessed Land Val. $322,300
Assessed Improvement Val. $472,700
Last Owner Change 06/13/2007
Last Sale Amount $0
Tax Rate Area 6657
Deed Ref No. (City Clerk) None
Building 1
Year Built 1928
Building Class CX
Number of Units 0
Number of Bedrooms 3
Number of Bathrooms 3
Building Square Footage 2,390.0 (sq ft)
Building 2 No data for building 2
Building 3 No data for building 3
Building 4 No data for building 4
Building 5 No data for building 5
Assessor Information
Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5093010028
Ownership (Assessor)
Ownerl PEREZ,RICHARD L
Address 3730 MT DIABLO BLVD STE 335

LAFAYETTE CA 94549
Ownership (Bureau of Engineering, Land

Records)
Owner Not Available
Address Not Available
APN Area (Co. Public Works)* 0.029 (ac)
Use Code 010E - Residential - Single Family Residence - Condo Conversion
Assessed Land Val. $353,245
Assessed Improvement Val. $387,389
Last Owner Change 03/21/2006
Last Sale Amount $0
Tax Rate Area 6657
Deed Ref No. (City Clerk) None
Building 1
Year Built 1928
Building Class CX
Number of Units 0
Number of Bedrooms 2
Number of Bathrooms 2
Building Square Footage 1,750.0 (sq ft)
Building 2 No data for building 2
Building 3 No data for building 3

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
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Building 4 No data for building 4

Building 5 No data for building 5

Assessor Information

Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5093010029

Ownership (Assessor)
Ownerl COSME,SHANE J AND
Owner2 NOBLE,DARRIN J
Address 855 SERRANO AVE 52

LOS ANGELES CA 90005

Ownership (Bureau of Engineering, Land

Records)
Owner Not Available
Address Not Available
APN Area (Co. Public Works)* 0.029 (ac)
Use Code 010E - Residential - Single Family Residence - Condo Conversion
Assessed Land Val. $266,400
Assessed Improvement Val. $240,600
Last Owner Change 04/19/2007
Last Sale Amount $527,005
Tax Rate Area 6657
Deed Ref No. (City Clerk) None
Building 1
Year Built 1928
Building Class CX
Number of Units 0
Number of Bedrooms 1
Number of Bathrooms 1
Building Square Footage 1,200.0 (sq ft)
Building 2 No data for building 2
Building 3 No data for building 3
Building 4 No data for building 4
Building 5 No data for building 5
Assessor Information
Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5093010030
Ownership (Assessor)
Ownerl HONG,GENE
Address 503 N BEACHWOOD DR

LOS ANGELES CA 90004
Ownership (Bureau of Engineering, Land

Records)

Owner Not Available

Address Not Available
APN Area (Co. Public Works)* 0.029 (ac)
Use Code 010E - Residential - Single Family Residence - Condo Conversion
Assessed Land Val. $465,000
Assessed Improvement Val. $460,000
Last Owner Change 08/15/2016
Last Sale Amount $925,009
Tax Rate Area 6657
Deed Ref No. (City Clerk) None
Building 1

Year Built 1928

Building Class CX

Number of Units 0

Number of Bedrooms 3

Number of Bathrooms 3

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
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Building Square Footage 2,390.0 (sq ft)

Building 2 No data for building 2
Building 3 No data for building 3
Building 4 No data for building 4
Building 5 No data for building 5
Assessor Information
Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5093010031
Ownership (Assessor)
Ownerl PEREZ,RICHARD L
Address 3730 MT DIABLO BLVD STE 335

LAFAYETTE CA 94549
Ownership (Bureau of Engineering, Land

Records)
Owner Not Available
Address Not Available
APN Area (Co. Public Works)* 0.029 (ac)
Use Code 010E - Residential - Single Family Residence - Condo Conversion
Assessed Land Val. $117,744
Assessed Improvement Val. $129,520
Last Owner Change 03/21/2006
Last Sale Amount $0
Tax Rate Area 6657
Deed Ref No. (City Clerk) None
Building 1
Year Built 1928
Building Class CX
Number of Units 0
Number of Bedrooms 1
Number of Bathrooms 1
Building Square Footage 600.0 (sq ft)
Building 2 No data for building 2
Building 3 No data for building 3
Building 4 No data for building 4
Building 5 No data for building 5
Assessor Information
Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5093010032
Ownership (Assessor)
Ownerl FONG,CLIFFORD S
Address 855 S SERRANO AVE APT 53

LOS ANGELES CA 90005
Ownership (Bureau of Engineering, Land

Records)

Owner Not Available

Address Not Available
APN Area (Co. Public Works)* 0.029 (ac)
Use Code 010E - Residential - Single Family Residence - Condo Conversion
Assessed Land Val. $97,401
Assessed Improvement Val. $140,692
Last Owner Change 12/09/2011
Last Sale Amount $220,002
Tax Rate Area 6657
Deed Ref No. (City Clerk) None
Building 1

Year Built 1928

Building Class CX

Number of Units 0

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
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Number of Bedrooms 0

Number of Bathrooms 1
Building Square Footage 420.0 (sq ft)
Building 2 No data for building 2
Building 3 No data for building 3
Building 4 No data for building 4
Building 5 No data for building 5
Additional Information
Airport Hazard None
Coastal Zone None
Farmland Area Not Mapped
Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone No
Fire District No. 1 No
Flood Zone None
Watercourse No
Hazardous Waste / Border Zone Properties No
Methane Hazard Site None
High Wind Velocity Areas No
Special Grading Area (BOE Basic Grid Map A- No
13372)
Oil Wells None

Seismic Hazards
Active Fault Near-Source Zone

Nearest Fault (Distance in km) 0.53114448
Nearest Fault (Name) Puente Hills Blind Thrust
Region Los Angeles Blind Thrusts
Fault Type B
Slip Rate (mm/year) 0.70000000
Slip Geometry Reverse
Slip Type Moderately / Poorly Constrained
Down Dip Width (km) 19.00000000
Rupture Top 5.00000000
Rupture Bottom 13.00000000
Dip Angle (degrees) 25.00000000
Maximum Magnitude 7.10000000
Alquist-Priolo Fault Zone No
Landslide No
Liquefaction No
Preliminary Fault Rupture Study Area No
Tsunami Inundation Zone No

Economic Development Areas

Business Improvement District None

Promise Zone No

Renewal Community No

Revitalization Zone Central City

State Enterprise Zone LOS ANGELES STATE ENTERPRISE ZONE
Targeted Neighborhood Initiative None

Public Safety
Police Information

Bureau West
Division / Station Olympic
Reporting District 2033
Fire Information
Bureau Central
Batallion 11

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
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District / Fire Station 29
Red Flag Restricted Parking No
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CASE SUMMARIES

Note: Information for case summaries is retrieved from the Planning Department's Plan Case Tracking System (PCTS) database.
Case Number: TT-53290-CC

Required Action(s): CC-CONDOMINIUM CONVERSION

Project Descriptions(s): TENTATITVE TRACT MAP FOR EXISTING 15-UNIT APARTMENT TO BE CONVERTED TO 15-UNIT RESIDENTIAL
CONDOMINIUM.

Case Number: CHC-2010-357-HCM

Required Action(s): HCM-HISTORIC CULTURAL MONUMENT

Project Descriptions(s): DESIGNATION AS A HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT.
Case Number: ENV-2010-358-CE

Required Action(s): CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

Project Descriptions(s): DESIGNATION AS A HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT.
Case Number: ENV-2000-4118-CE

Required Action(s): CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

Project Descriptions(s): TENTATITVE TRACT MAP FOR EXISTING 15-UNIT APARTMENT TO BE CONVERTED TO 15-UNIT RESIDENTIAL
CONDOMINIUM.

DATA NOT AVAILABLE
ORD-67461
ZA-18068

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
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City of Los Angeles
ZIMAS INTRANET 2014 Digital Color-Ortho 04/04/2017 Department of City Planning
Address: 855 S SERRANO AVE Tract: TR 53290-C Zoning: R4-2
APN: 5093010BRK Block: None General Plan: High Medium Residential
PIN #: 132B193 1195 Lot: LT 1

Arb: None

Streets Copyright (c) Thomas Brothers Maps, Inc.





























































































































































































CHATEAU CHAUMONT
855 S. Serrano Avenue
CHC-2017-1351-HCM

ENV-2017-1352-CE

Submittal to Commission Subcommittee for Reconsideration of Previously Declined
Historic-Cultural Monument Application



MITZI MARCH MOGUL
HISTORIC PRESERVATION CONSULTANT
1725 Wellington Road Los Angeles, CA 90019 323/734-9980 Mogulink@gmail.com

January 25, 2017

CHATEAU CHAUMONT—COMPARE/CONTRAST STATEMENT ON FACTS AS
SUBMITTED in 2010 vs. 2017

In 2010, the apartment building located at 855 S. Serrano Avenue, known as the Chateau Chaumont,
was nominated as a Historic Cultural Monument. The applicants were the owner/residents, as the
building has been a condominium for some years. They relied on their consultant to prepare the
nomination, which was denied. It has come to light that unfortunately, several aspects of the
nomination were in error; this included inaccurate identification of architectural spaces,
misidentification of architectural features, mistakes and omissions in the historical significance of the
building, and inadequate preparation for the Commission site visit, in which the prior consultant failed
to arrange for them to tour appropriate spaces which would have demonstrated the architectural

features and integrity required to meet the standards of an HCM.

Further, several statements made by the Staff reviewer are also without basis and appear to have
been made without any investigation. Some of them relied on the misinformation provided in the

nomination submission, but others appear to be a personal opinion, not based on fact.

The owners did not understand why the nomination had been rejected. Upon review of the
nomination papers and Staff Report it became clear that there had been errors made in the original
submission documents, compounded when Staff relied on those documents in making a decision,
and made even worse when personal opinions were injected into the decision-making. In addition,
the Commissioners were unable to perform an adequate site visit and thus denied the opportunity to

see the evidence for themselves, in lieu of which they accepted the Staff Report.

The original nomination lists additions (sic), as opposed to alterations to the structure, as including,
“the subdivision of the original penthouse, minor interior changes to units, replacement of lobby
flooring, and window replacement on the exterior.” These statements completely mischaracterize the
condition of the building. There have been no additions to the structure. There was no penthouse to

be subdivided; the rooftop dormers were servant’s quarters. The only interior changes have been to



bathrooms and kitchens, not to floor plans or character-defining features. While the lobby floor has
been replaced, there is the possibility that the original floor is actually underneath the marble tiles. It
is my understanding that the day of the Commission/Staff site visit, the lobby was not on full view
due to filming there. Also, and perhaps because of the confusion caused by filming, the
Commissioners were not taken to any of the apartments. Therefore they never had an opportunity to

actually see the original character-defining features which represent the architectural design.

The original HCM submission received a negative staff report. One of the “findings” on which the
decision was based was staff’s conclusion that, “Except for a slight mansard-like roof form design,
the Chateau Chaumont is only vaguely a French Renaissance style. Rather, the building employs a
fairly standard use of Beaux-Arts inspired design and massing found in other 1920s apartment
buildings in Los Angeles.” Described in the Los Angeles Times as “typically French throughout,”
the building retains virtually all of its original materials, details, fittings, and fixtures. The report
further states, “Decorative features are also minimal and are not particularly distinctive to the subject
building itself.” This is also incorrect. All of the details were designed specifically for the building
by the architect and it is the only French-style building in the immediate area. The Staff

determination was not based on historical documentation, but rather a contemporary definition.

Another statement made in the Staff Report is the following: “The subject building’s association
with Marie Julie Pellissier and the prominent Pellissier family, major landowners and developers of
the Wilshire area, is compromised by the fact that many pre-WWII buildings in the Wilshire District
are associated by development and ownership to the Pellissier family.” It is unclear where the
reason/documentation for that statement came from. Research indicates that it was made in a
vacuum. A review of the building permits of the buildings on Serrano between 8" and 9™, as well as
for one block to the east and west reveals that, with the exception of the Chateau Chaumont, none of
them were owned or built by a member of the Pellissier family. This is born out by newspaper
articles which state who was building on specific adjacent and nearby lots. The Pellissier family
owned the tract and they sold parcels to developers who then constructed apartment buildings.
Further, the Chateau Chaumont was the first apartment building constructed in the area, leading the
way for a plethora of other apartments of various designs. This is further verified by a review of the
dates of the building permits. The Chateau Chaumont permit is dated July 18, 1927. The next closest
date is one year later on July 23, 1928, a block away on Oxford Avenue. The statement that
“many....are associated” is wrong; there are only two buildings in the area associated with the

family: the Wiltern/Pellissier building and the Chateau Chaumont.



The Staff Report further states, “The site visit also revealed that the upper-floor dormer-style
windows have been replaced with vinyl windows.” This is disingenuous as well as incorrect. There
never was a site visit. The Staff member never went up to the top floor or into the apartments there
to inspect the windows personally. He assumed that statements made as part of the nomination were
correct, and unfortunately, that was not the case. The original nomination preparer never went up to
the top floor either. An actual site visit would have revealed that it was physically impossible for it
to have been a penthouse and that the dormers are original with original wood-frame casement

windows set into the window frame. They are not and have never been vinyl.

The Staff member wrote in his decision, “Based on these findings and some integrity issues, the
subject property does not appear to be eligible for local designation as a Historic-Cultural
Monument.” In fact, there are no findings nor are there integrity issues. His conclusion was reached
based on a misrepresentation of the facts and therefore must be disregarded.

The owners were ill-served by their previous consultant and the careless manner in which managed
the project. They were further injured by a Staff Report that made conclusions based on seemingly
invented narratives, as well as an understandable reliance on the nomination. These conditions

necessitate a new nomination and a new hearing.

If there were only one or two mistakes, they might be overlooked or explained away. However, the
number of errors completely mischaracterizes the building and its historic context and those
statements should not be viewed casually. In historic preservation we (should) strive to be as
accurate as possible. This building deserves the opportunity to be presented accurately. It was denied
designation based on erroneous information and lack of a fair and legitimate site visit by the
Commissions. Also, since the first nomination seven years ago there have been changes to the make-
up of the Commission; the current members may have a different viewpoint. Although there is no
codified rule as to when a new nomination may be sought, the custom has been that either new

information has been found and/or that a five year period has elapsed. In this case both are true.

The building and its owners deserve to have a new hearing rather than have a determination made by

a committee, without benefit of a presentation, context, and a representative.
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