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Los Angeles Department of City Planning 
RECOMMENDATION REPORT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the  
 JAMES NEWLANDS JR. & AUDET-INGERSOLL INC. APARTMENTS 
  

REQUEST:  Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
OWNER(S): Belmond Homes LP c/o Michael Cohanzad 
 11601 Santa Monica Boulevard 
 Los Angeles, CA  90025 
 
 Franklin E. and Annette M. Johnson  

1342 North Formosa Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA  90046 
      

APPLICANT: Jianna Maarlen 
 P.O. Box 206 
 Los Angeles, CA  90078 
 
PREPARER:   Charles J. Fisher 
    140 S. Avenue 57 
    Highland Park, CA  90042 
 

   
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Not take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10   
because the application and accompanying photo documentation do not suggest the 
submittal warrants further investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of Planning 
[ 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]  [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
    
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
   
Melissa Jones, Planning Assistant  
Office of Historic Resources   
 
Attachment: Historic-Cultural Monument Application 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
 
HEARING DATE: April 20, 2017 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1010 
   200 N. Spring Street 
   Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 

CASE NO.: CHC-2017-1349-HCM 
                      ENV-2017-1350-CE 
 
Location: 1342-1344 ½ North Formosa Avenue 
Council District: 4 – David Ryu 
Community Plan Area: Hollywood 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Hollywood Hills West 
Legal Description: West Hollywood Boulevard Tract 

No. 2, Lot 40  
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SUMMARY 
 
The subject property is a two-story, four-unit Mediterranean Revival-style apartment building 
constructed in 1924 in Hollywood on Formosa Avenue between Sunset Avenue and Fountain 
Avenue. It was designed by noted architect Frederic Joseph DeLongchamps (1882-1969) for 
James Newlands Jr., a Bay Area developer, and Audet-Ingersoll Inc., a Los Angeles-based real 
estate firm.  
 
Rectangular in plan, the apartment building has a stucco exterior and a low-pitched tiled roof in 
the front section of the building and a flat, composition roof with a parapet wall in the rear. A 
symmetrical primary façade features a recessed, arched, front porch entry with quoined surround, 
double-hung windows, and a wrought iron balcony on the second level. The front entry is flanked 
with wrought iron lighting fixtures and there is an inverted arrowhead motif located above the 
center second story window. Interior features include hardwood floors, built-in cabinetry, and 
original tile work. There is also an original four car garage at the rear of the property. 
 
Frederic Joseph DeLongchamps was born in 1882 in Reno, Nevada and graduated from the 
University of Nevada in 1904 with a Bachelor’s degree in mining engineering. While at college, he 
excelled at drafting and after graduating, he found work as a draftsman in the United States 
Surveyor’s Office in Reno. In 1906, following the earthquake, DeLongchamps apprenticed with 
several San Francisco architects to assist with rebuilding the city and in 1907, he returned to 
Reno to open his own architectural firm. From 1919 to 1926 DeLongchamps served as the 
Nevada State Architect. Until he passed away in Reno in 1969, DeLongchamps remained active 
in his diverse career, during which he designed several hundred projects that included 
government buildings, hotels, hospitals, commercial structures, apartments, schools, churches, 
and single-family residences across various Nevada counties, as well as in San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, and Miami, Florida. Over thirty-three of his designs, primarily located in Nevada, are 
individually listed in the National Register of Historic Places. 
 
The subject property is located near the site of the former Pickford-Fairbanks Studios (no longer 
extant). From the 1910s through the boom of the 1920s and into the 1930s, Hollywood 
experienced tremendous population growth. The rapidly expanding film business attracted 
migrants from around the United States and around the globe. To accommodate the growing 
population of newcomers, there was a sharp increase in residential development. Concentrations 
of residential properties from this period are located adjacent to the major motion picture studios 
and include modest single-family residences along with a wide variety of multi-family housing 
types.     
   
Alterations to the subject property over the years include the installation of aluminum awnings 
above the front windows, replacement of some original windows with vinyl single-hung windows, 
the removal of an arched partition between the dining room and living room in one unit in 1959, 
and a kitchen remodel in another unit in 1962.    
 
The citywide historic resources survey, SurveyLA, did not identify the property as eligible for 
historic designation at any level. 
 
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument as 
any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures or 
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sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community is 
reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important events 
in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The applicant argues that the subject property exemplifies three of the Cultural Heritage 
Ordinance Criteria. First, the applicant states that it “reflects the broad cultural, economic, or 
social history of the nation, state or community” as a reminder of the impact of the early 
entertainment industry on the development of Hollywood. The applicant also states that the 
subject property “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural-type specimen, 
inherently valuable for study of a period, style or method of construction” as an example of a 
Mediterranean Revival-style apartment building. In addition, the applicant argues that the property 
is “a notable work of a master builder, designer, or architect whose individual genius influenced 
his or her age” as a rare residential design by noted architect Frederic Joseph DeLongchamps.  
 
Staff do not find that the James Newlands Jr. & Audet-Ingersoll Inc. Apartments appear to meet 
any of the Cultural Heritage Ordinance criteria. The most significant factor in the development of 
Hollywood in the 20th century was the entertainment industry. There are a plethora of extant 
multi-family residences from the 1920s and 1930s boom era and there is no evidence to suggest 
that the subject property rises to the level of historic significance as individually representative of 
early 20th century development in Hollywood.  
 
The subject property is also not identified with historic personages or important historical events 
and is not an excellent example of Mediterranean Revival-style architecture. Other more 
exemplary multi-family properties in this style that are already locally designated include the Gless 
Apartments (1925, HCM# 804), the Ojai Apartments (1928, HCM# 842), Casa Laguna (1928, 
HCM# 832), and the Marsh Duplex (1926, HCM# 999).    
 
Furthermore, while Frederic Joseph DeLongchamps appears to be a significant architect in the 
state of Nevada, who also had several commissions in Florida, Wyoming, Oregon, and California, 
the information provided in the application does not substantiate the subject property as “notable” 
within the context of DeLongchamps’ body of work. Delongchamps’ architectural firm was based 
in Reno and the majority of his designs are government and public buildings located in Nevada, 
many of which are designated historic resources.   
 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary, discussion, and application, the Commission 
determines that the property is not significant enough to warrant further investigation as a 
potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 
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James Newlands Jr. & Audet-Ingersoll Inc. Apartments Historic Name

1342-44! N Formosa Avenue 90046 4

1342-44! N Formosa Avenue Hollywood

5548-021-033 West Hollywood Boulevard Tract No. 2 N/A 40

1924 Private Development

Frederic Joseph DeLongchamps Not Listed

Apartment Building Apartment Building

Mediterranean Revival 2 Rectangular

Frame

Stucco

Hipped Flat

Clay tile Rolled asphalt

Double-hung

Wood

Centered

Wood

✔

✔
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      1959       Non-bearing arched partition between living room and dining room removed in one unit.

      1962    Kitchen remodeled in one unit.

      Unknown Some windows replaced with vinyl single hung within the original frames.
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Jianna Maarlen

P. O. Box 206 Los Angeles CA

90078 310-428-6318 silvergirlpictures@gmail.com

Belmond Homes LP    Attn: Issac Cohanzad Wiseman Residential

11601 S. Santa Monica Boulevard Los Angeles CA

90025-2907 310-473-3000 & 310-914-5555 leasing@wisemanresidential.com

Charles J. Fisher

140 S. Avenue 57 Highland Park CA

90042 323-256-3593 arroyoseco@hotmail.com

✔

✔

✔

Charles J. 

Fisher

Digitally signed by Charles J. Fisher 

DN: cn=Charles J. Fisher, o, ou, 

email=arroyoseco@hotmail.com, c=US 

Date: 2014.06.06 11:09:19 -07'00'Charles J. Fisher 01-11-17



&'" #$%&'(()*

:1$3%,25%1-;$%<26/9$"$'%/#$/-#+3=%,25#%326+3-"+23>%<26/+9$%-99%6-"$#+-9(%+3%"1$%2#'$#%(/$<+?+$'%7$92@A%%&9"125=1%"1$%$3"+#$

/-<B$"%65("%32"%$C<$$'%DEE%/-=$(>%,25%6-,%($3'%-''+"+23-9%6-"$#+-9%23%-%*F%2#%?9-(1%'#+;$A

"#$%!!"#$!%&'"()&*+,-."-)/.!0(1-2$1"!3-42&""/.!&'!&()!*++$,)!'+!

-$.&'/$,!0).'1/,).!'/!)2#$%!345!&'!%#26)/&78$)..$98)/:%#,$&;7'/8!

G??+<$%2?%H+("2#+<%I$(25#<$!%

F$/-#"6$3"%2?%*+",%09-33+3=%

JEE%4A%!/#+3=%!"#$$">%I226%KJE%

L2(%&3=$9$(>%*&%MEEDJ%

0123$)%JDNAMOPADJEE%

:$7(+"$)%/#$($#;-"+23A9-<+",A2#=%

&00LQ*&RQG4%*H8*SLQ!R%

DA 426+3-"+23%T2#6

JA :#+""$3%!"-"$6$3"(%&%-3'%U

NA U+79+2=#-/1,

VA R@2%0#+6-#,%012"2(%2?%8C"$#+2#WX-+3%T-Y-'$

ZA *2/+$(%2?%0#+6-#,W!$<23'-#,%F2<56$3"(

PA

MA

*2/+$(%2?%U5+9'+3=%0$#6+"(%?2#%X-[2#%&9"$#-"+23(%

\+3<95'$%?+#("%<23("#5<"+23%/$#6+"]%

*23"$6/2#-#,%012"2(

H+("2#+<-9%012"2(

.QX&!%0-#<$9%I$/2#"

KA%

OA

!"#$%&'%(&)%*+,-(-)

&../01%2.%3/4526/0%7142860149!8:586;:%316/5;<1%!2==/44/2>

,-./01-&2&34/3154+60!367!/
+&?"+*#"&+%'&7?

4 UPDATED MARCH 2014

✔ ✔

✔

✔

✔ ✔

✔ ✔



James Newlands Jr. & Audet-Ingersoll Inc. Apartments 
Architectural Description 

This four unit Mediterranean Revival apartment building is laid out as flats with 

two on each floor.  The rectangular shaped building has a stucco exterior with a 

symmetrical facade, featuring an arched front porch entry with concrete stone 

demarcations and a decorative capstone. The facade is punctuated with five sets of 

two double hung windows, with decorative wooden shutters bracketing the two 

outside upper pairs.  there are also aluminum awning on each of the front windows, 

which are not an original feature. 

The center top windows have a decorative grill, as do the two lower sets of 

windows.  The porch is flanked with wrought iron lighting fixtures and an inverted 

arrowhead motif is located above the center second story window set.  A flat 

cornice is immediately under the tile roof along the front section of the building. 

The rear portion having a flat rolled composition roof within a parapet wall. 

The arched porch is assessed by three dark red brick and colored concrete steps, 

leading to the four multi light glass and wood front doors.  The two upper units are 

assessed by stairs going up the center of the building.  The two first floor units are 

assessed by side facing doors, hidden behind the arched porch entry. 

Interior features include hardwood floors, built in cabinetry and original tile work. 

An original four car garage is at the rear of the property. 



James Newlands Jr. & Audet-Ingersoll Inc. Apartments 

1342-44½ N. Formosa Avenue 

Significance Statement 

Built in 1924, this simple dignified Mediterranean Revival style apartment building is 

one of only two apartment buildings in Los Angeles to be designed by famed 

Nevada architect Frederic Joseph DeLongchamps.  DeLongchamps, who's original 

surname was the French "DeLonchant", was born in Reno, Nevada on June 2, 

1882.  His Quebec-born father was a contractor and also worked for the logging 

business in Markleeville, California.  DeLongchamps was initially schooled in 

mining engineering and was engaged in the mining business for the rest of his life. 

He became an excellent draftsman during his education and later apprenticed with 

several San Francisco architects during the rebuilding after the 1906 San Francisco 

Earthquake.  In 1907 he returned to Reno and open his architectural office.  He was 
soon engaged in the design of government building, including several county 

courthouses.  Eventually opening branch offices in San Francisco, Los Angeles and 

Florida, where he was also licensed to practice architecture.  There are several 

more extensive biographies of the architect attached to this application.  There are 

also original architectural renderings of the building attached as well. 

The building is situated on Lot 40 of the West Hollywood Boulevard Tract No. 2, 

which was subdivided in 1906 by Hollywood pioneer real estate developer Nelson A. 
Ross and four partners.  Ross eventually sold the lot to Mary S. Lallande Green, who 

sold it to James Newlands, Jr. in 1924.  Newlands, a resident of San 
Francisco, was also a native of Reno, and a nephew of Nevada Senator Francis 
Newlands.  He had been an active developer in the Reno area before moving to 
San Francisco.  One of his subdivisions was declared The Newlands Historic 
District in 2016.  For the Formosa project, he partnered with the local firm of 
Audet and Ingersoll and hired DeLongchamps as architect.

The property is near the location of what was then the Pickford-Fairbanks Studios. In 

1922 Mary Pickford and her husband, Douglas Fairbanks, purchased the Jesse 

Hampton Studios and established Pickford-Fairbanks Studios, which was later 

renamed United Artists in 1927. United Artists founded by D.W. Griffith, Mary 

Pickford, Charlie Chaplin, and Douglas Fairbanks. Over the years the 11 acre lot 
was also Samuel Goldwyn Studios and the Warner Hollywood Studios. 

According to local lore, due to the rise in work from the studios there was an 

increased need for housing during this time and buildings were erected to service 



the housing needs of studio workers, actors, directors, etc. Owners' concern was for 

the buildings to house more people than single family homes but to still retain the 

look and feel of a single family home. Thus the majority of the buildings lining N. 

Formosa Ave between Sunset Blvd and Fountain are all fourplex buildings 

designed by different architects in unique architectural styles. 

Further research is still needed to establish who in the movie industry may 

have lived at the property. It is clear, however, that the building was built at the 
behest of money, costing $16,000.00 to build, a bit on the high end of the cost 

of fourplexes in the mid 1920s, along with use of such a prominent architect. 

Newlands sold the building to his partner,  real estate man George Charles Audet 

in 1927.  Born in Quebec, Canada on October 15, 1889, Audet immigrated to the 

United States in 1907 and became a citizen in 1921.  Prior to going into real estate, 

he was an automobile dealer.  In 1919, he became a senior partner in the real estate 

firm of Booth, Cleveland and Audet, Inc.  One of the other partners was Harry 

Chandler, publisher of the Los Angeles Times.  Eventually basing his operations in 

North Hollywood, he was heavily involved with the movie industry and a 

prominent member and eventually president of the Laurelwood, Universal City and 

Sherman Oaks Chamber of Commerce. 

Audet sold the property to W. P. Beaty and he quickly sold it to Ella M. H. 

Waterhouse on September 8, 1930.  This was the beginning of several quick 

transfers to Mattie J. Hooper on June 19, 1931, Title Insurance and Trust Company 

in 1934, Nancy Atherton in 1938, Helga Moray Garnett on July 22, 1942 and 

Johann and Cecelia Reiss on January 9, 1943. 

The Reiss's transferred it to Franklin Edvold Johnson, who had been renting the 

unit at 1342 N. Formosa, on June 15, 1950.  Born in Stockton, Manitoba, Canada 

on October 16, 1908, Johnson had become a United States citizen in 1947.  The 

Johnsons remained there until Franklin's death on March 14, 1993.  The building 

went to his wife Annette Marie Antoinette (Rivet) Johnson (1916-2013).  On May 

17, 2007, she deeded it was sold to Robert D. Akre, who transferred it to Tierra 

Formosa LLC on June 29, 2007.  As a condition of the sale, Akre had agreed to 

give a life tenancy to Mrs. Johnson and that he would preserve the building. 

Annette Johnson remained in the building after its sale, until her death on April 16, 

2013, at the age of 96.  She had held the mortgage on the building and a dispute 

then occurred between her heirs and the owner.   On November 5, 2015, it was 

transferred to Julie Valfro, who held it in the Johnson Trust for about three months, 

when it was sold to Belmond Homes LP, a subsidiary of Wiseman Residential on 

January 29, 2016. 



James Newlands Jr. & Audet-Ingersoll Inc. Apartments is a rare residential 
design by master architect Frederic Joseph DeLongchamps.  It also reflects 

the broad cultural, economic and social history of the Hollywood as a reminder 

of the development patterns that help to reflect the impact of the early 

entertainment industry in Hollywood. 

**************** 

Over the years the Apartments has been a home to many artists and people 
working in the film industry.  

In 2013 Andre Braugher lived in unit 1344 1/2 as a guest of Ms. Maarten while she 

was in New York City. Braugher needed a place while filming the pilot episodes of 

Brooklyn Nine-Nine before the show was picked up and earned an Emmy 

nomination. In fact Braugher was living in the building with his dog the night he 

was nominated for an Emmy before returning to his family home in New Jersey.  

World-renowned filmmaker Terence Malick, his wife Ecky and their Labrador 

retriever Mazy also lived in the building in 2015 while Malick was editing The 

Voyage of Time at The Lot nearby. Ecky could be seen every day walking her dog 

on the streets and visiting with the neighbors as well as touring the old Chaplin 

bungalows next door. She was charmed by the street, the buildings and even 

lamented that many of the old Hollywood buildings they had lived in over the 

years had been demolished. They returned to their home in Austin at the end of 

2015 but not before leaving gifts with the residents of the building before 

departure.  



James Newlands Jr. & Audet-Ingersoll Inc. 
Apartments 
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DeLongchamps Flats, front facade, 1342-44½ N Formosa Avenue, September 6, 2016, (Charles J. Fisher photo) 

 

 
DeLongchamps Flats, front facade, 1342-44½ N Formosa Avenue, September 6, 2016, (Charles J. Fisher photo) 

 



 
DeLongchamps Flats, front facade, 1342-44½ N Formosa Avenue, September 6, 2016, (Charles J. Fisher photo) 

 

 
DeLongchamps Flats, satellite view, 1342-44½ N Formosa Avenue, January 18, 2017, (Google Earth photo) 

 



 

 

 
DeLongchamps Flats, front facade, 1342-44½ N Formosa Avenue, January 18, 2017, (Jianna Maarten photo) 

 

 
DeLongchamps Flats, front window with shutters, 1342-44½ N Formosa Avenue, September 6, 2016, (Charles J. Fisher photo) 

 



 
DeLongchamps Flats, arrowhead motif in front facade, 1342-44½ N Formosa Ave, September 6, 2016, (Charles J. Fisher photo) 

 

 
DeLongchamps Flats, front porch, 1342-44½ N Formosa Avenue, September 6, 2016, (Charles J. Fisher photo) 

 



 
DeLongchamps Flats, staircase, 1342-44½ N Formosa Avenue, October 29, 2016, (Richard Koehaer photo) 

 



 
DeLongchamps Flats, typical living room, 1342-44½ N Formosa Avenue, October 29, 2016, (Richard Koehaer photo) 

 

 
DeLongchamps Flats, typical dining room, 1342-44½ N Formosa Avenue, October 29, 2016, (Richard Koehaer photo) 

 



 
DeLongchamps Flats, typical door hardware, 1342-44½ N Formosa Avenue, October 29, 2016, (Richard Koehaer photo) 



 
DeLongchamps Flats, staircase, 1342-44½ N Formosa Avenue, October 29, 2016, (Richard Koehaer photo) 

 



 
DeLongchamps Flats, typical original cabinetry, 1342-44½ N Formosa Avenue, October 29, 2016, (Richard Koehaer photo) 

 



 
DeLongchamps Flats, typical bathroom, 1342-44½ N Formosa Avenue, October 29, 2016, (Richard Koehaer photo) 

 

 



















F. A. DeLongchamps, Architect 

(1882-1969) 
By Charles J. Fisher 

 

 

A native of Reno, Nevada, Frederic Joseph DeLonchant was born on June 2, 

1882 to Phelix (Felix) and Avilda or Exilda (Gibrault).  His Quebec-born 

father was a contractor who also ran a logging business near Markleeville, 

California.  Fred Delonchant graduated from the University of Nevada, 

Reno, in 1904 with a Bachelor's degree in mining engineering.  He excelled 

as a draftsman during his college period and found work as a draftsman in 

the United States Surveyor's office in Reno, after a stint of mining 

development in Inyo County, California, which proved hard on his health.  

He was, however, to maintain mining interests for the rest of his life 

 

After the April 1906 earthquake in San Francisco, he moved to that city and 

apprenticed with several major architects in that city as well as very likely 

training at the Architectural Club in that city.  Returning to Reno in 1907, he 

established his own architectural practice with Ira W. Tesch, who he had 

worked with in the United States Surveyor's Office.  The partnership was to 

design 30 buildings from 1907 to 1909.  Over the years he worked with 

several different partners. 

 

At some point he changed his surname to "DeLongchamps" for professional 

purposes.  He also married his wife, Bessie, around 1908.  Their son, Fred 

Jr., was born later that year.  They later adopted a second son, Galen (1916-

2001). 

 

Based in Reno, DeLongchamps had a diverse career, designing a number of 

government buildings, including courthouses in various Nevada and 

Northern California counties.  He also designed hotels, hospitals, 

commercial buildings, apartment buildings, schools, churches, single family 

houses and factories, maintaining branch offices at various times for work in 

San Francisco (1911-1960), Los Angeles and Miami, Florida.  He had one of 

the first California architects' license, being number 649, which was issued 

March 31, 1911.  In 1915 he designed the Nevada exhibit buildings for the 

Panama Exhibition in San Francisco and received a silver medal for that 

design from the Board of Consulting Architects.  The following year he 

designed the Nevada Building for the California Pacific Exposition in San 

Diego's Balboa Park. 



 

He was to a substantial amount of work in the Bay Area as well as in the 

area of the Sierra Nevada counties and Lake Tahoe.  His courthouses for 

Modoc County (1914) and Alpine County (1928) are still in use today and 

are listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  Some of the Nevada 

courthouses include those for Washoe (1910),  Lyon (1911), Douglas 

(1916), Pershing (1920) and Humboldt (1921) which are also on the 

National Register.  In 1915 he designed the legislative wings for the 1871 

vintage Nevada State Capital Building.  Subsequently, in 1919, he was 

appointed Nevada State Architect, a position he held until the office was 

abolished in 1926, after designing a number of buildings as the state was 

buildings its modern government infrastructure.   

 

Most of his work in Los Angeles was done in the 1920s, where he is credited 

for a school, two apartment buildings, a residence and a factory over a 20 

year period.  One of these buildings was a small apartment building at 1342-

44½ N. Formosa Avenue, which was designed in 1924 for Bay area 

developer James Newlands, Jr. and the local Los Angeles firm of Audet-

Ingersoll, Inc.  In many ways the four flat building was a departure for the 

Beaus-Arts trained architect.  The building incorporates clean modern lines 

while still retaining a large classical arch on the front porch.  This new 

approach was to continue in his career as the public's tastes began to change 

and the classical designs of the early 20th Century began to give way to the 

Mid 20th Century concepts of less ornamentation on buildings.  

DeLongchamps' adaptability to change was to sustain him well throughout 

his long career. 

 

In 1939, DeLongchamps entered into a new partnership with George L. F. 

O'Brien.  The firm was to remain active well into the 1960s, with Hewitt 

Wells coming on as an additional partner in 1962, forming DeLongchamps, 

O'Brien and Wells.  

 

When DeLongchamps passed away in Reno on February 11, 1969, he left a 

impact on the built environment in at least five states that remains as 

testimony to his skill as a master architect.  His early work is highly 

regarded and there are over 33 of the designs individually listed on the 

National Register: 

 
Alpine County Courthouse, 14777 CA 89, Markleeville, CA 

Carson City Public Buildings, Carson St., Carson City, NV 



Douglas County Courthouse, 1616 Eighth St., Minden, NV 

Douglas County High School, 1477 US 395, Gardnerville 

Douglass-Frey Ranch NRHP 15000796, Churchill County, NV 

Fallon City Hall, 55 E. Williams Ave., Fallon, NV 

Farmers Bank of Carson Valley, 1597 Esmeralda Ave., Minden, NV 

Joseph Giraud House, 442 Flint St., Reno, NV 

Humboldt County Courthouse, Winnemucca, NV 

I.O.O.F. Building, Mason Valley, 1 S. Main St., Yerington, NV 

Immaculate Conception Church, 590 Pyramid Way, Sparks, NV 

Lyon County Courthouse, 31 S. Main St., Yerington, NV 

MacKay School of Mines Building, University of Nevada, Reno campus, Reno, NV  

Manzanita Hall, University of Nevada, Reno campus 

McCarthy-Platt House, 1000 Plumas St., Reno 

Minden Butter Manufacturing Company, 1617 Water St., Minden, NV 

Minden Inn, 1594 Esmeralda Ave., Minden, NV 

Minden Wool Warehouse, 1615 Railroad Ave., Minden, NV 

Modoc County Courthouse, 205 South East St, Alturas, CA 

Nevada-California-Oregon Railway Passenger Station, 1400 Center St. Lakeview, OR  

Nevada State Capitol (legislative wings only), Carson City, NV 

Nevada-California-Oregon Railroad Depot, Reno, NV 

Mary Lee Nichols School, 400-406 Pyramid Way, Sparks, NV 

Oats Park Grammar School, 167 E. Park St., Fallon, NV 

Pershing County Courthouse, 400 Main St., Lovelock, NV 

Reno National Bank-First Interstate Bank, 204 N. Virginia St. Reno, NV 

Riverside Hotel, 17 S. Virginia St., Reno, NV 

US Post Office-Reno Main, 50 S. Virginia St., Reno, NV 

Vachina Apartments-California Apartments, 45 California Ave., Reno, NV 

Washoe County Courthouse, 117 S. Virginia St. Reno, NV 

Washoe County Library-Sparks Branch, 814 Victorian St. Sparks, NV 

Webster School, 135 School St., Markleeville, CA 

Whittell Estate, 5000 NV 28 Incline Village, NV 

 

Eleven of these buildings are part of a thematic nomination in 1986 that 

recognizes the architect's career.  The plans and renderings for Five-

hundred-and-fifty-eight of DeLongchamps' projects are housed in the special 

collections library at his alma-mater, the University of Nevada, Reno.   

 

 
© 2017, by Charles J. Fisher 







































































A Guide to the Frederic J. DeLongchamps Architecture Records 

Overview 

Title:  Frederic J. DeLongchamps Architecture Records 

Creator(s):  DeLongchamps, Frederic Joseph, 1882-1969 

Collection 

Number:  
NC1215 

Dates 

(inclusive):  
1899-1962 

Physical 

Extent:  
0.01 cubic feet (14 boxes and drawings for 550 projects)  

Preferred 

Citation:  

Frederic J. Delongchamps architecture records, NC1215. Special Collections, 

University Libraries, University of Nevada, Reno 

Repository:  University of Nevada, Reno. Special Collections Department  

Permanent 

Link:  
http://dewey.library.unr.edu/xtf/view?docId=ead/NC1215-ead.xml 

Biographical Note 

Frederic J. DeLongchamps was born Frederic Joseph DeLonchant in Reno, Nevada on January 2, 

1882. He attended Washoe County schools and graduated from the University of Nevada in 1904 

with a degree in mining engineering. 

He was employed as a mining engineer and draftsman in Inyo County, California before he 

embarked on a career in architecture. DeLongchamps spent a short time in San Francisco where 

he may have apprenticed, but he entered the architectural profession with no extensive formal 

training. He returned to Nevada in 1907 and formed a partnership with Ira W. Tesch which lasted 

for two years. From 1909 to 1938, DeLongchamps maintained his own firm and became one of 

Nevada's most prolific architects. He designed both private and public buildings including nine 

county courthouses in Nevada and California. He was awarded the contract to design the Nevada 

Buildings for the Panama Pacific International Exposition in San Francisco in 1915, winning a 

silver medal for his work. 

DeLongchamps was appointed Nevada State Architect in 1919 and was the only person to hold 

the position, which was abolished in 1926. During this time, he designed many state buildings. 

In 1939, George L. F. O' Brien joined DeLongchamps in partnership in Reno, and Hewitt Wells 

added his name to the association in 1962. The architectural firm of DeLongchamps, O'Brien and 

Wells continued to design buildings, mainly in the Reno area, into the 1960s. 

Frederic J. DeLongchamps remained active in mining engineering throughout his life and was 

also involved in many community service organizations. In 1966, he was awarded the 



Distinguished Service Award by the University of Nevada, Reno. He died in Reno, Nevada on 

February 11, 1969. 

Top 

Scope and Content 

The Frederic J. DeLongchamps collection of architectural drawings and accompanying papers 

was acquired by the University of Nevada, Reno in 1978 from Hewitt C. Wells, DeLongchamps' 

partner and successor in the architectural firm of DeLongchamps, O' Brien and Wells. The 

drawings, dating from 1899 to 1962, were rolled and stored in approximately 250 cardboard 

tubes. Accompanying specifications and documents relating to the drawings were stored in 

separate boxes. 

In 1983, the Special Collections Department at the University of Nevada, Reno received a grant 

from the Nevada State Historic Preservation Office to arrange and catalog the drawings and 

architectural records. The drawings were humidified, flattened and placed in map folders. They 

are stored flat on metal shelves in the Special Collections Department. Each of the approximately 

550 DeLongchamps projects has been given a record number. These were assigned 

chronologically, with earliest projects having the lowest numbers. Drawings within each project 

are numbered from earliest to latest and include preliminary drawings, sketches, presentation 

drawings, working drawings and shop drawings. Each drawing is identified with a record 

number and a drawing number. Although projects containing many drawings are stored in 

several folders, no more than one architectural project is contained in a single folder. The 

drawings are arranged by record number in numerical order on the shelves. 

The DeLongchamps drawings have been cataloged using MARC (machine readable catalog) 

format. Computer printout catalogs for the collection have been produced and are available in the 

Special Collections Department at the University of Nevada Reno, Library. Information for each 

record includes building name, architect, architectural firm, project location, client name, date of 

drawings (an asterisk after date indicates that the date does not appear on the drawings and was 

taken from another source), building type and description (includes architectural style), number 

and type of drawings, and record number. Drawings may be accessed in the catalogs by building 

name, location, client, description (style), date and record number. 

Specifications exist for some but not all of the DeLongchamps architectural projects. These, and 

accompanying documents, are stored in 14 boxes on the Special Collection Department shelves. 

Record numbers assigned to the architectural drawings also apply to corresponding 

specifications and documents. Record numbers for the drawings are preceded with NAA 1 and 

for the specifications, NC1215. Drawings by other architects included in the DeLongchamps 

collection, appear in the printout by building name. Specifications for these drawings can be 

found in box 14 along with specifications having no accompanying drawings. These drawings 

and specifications have not been assigned a record number. A small collection of photographs 

were transferred to the photo archives and printed material transferred into the Special 

Collections or general stacks. 



Restrictions 

Collection is open for research. Materials must be used on-site; advance notice suggested. 

Access to parts of this collection may be restricted under provisions of state or federal law. 

Separated Materials 

Photographs have been transferred to the Special Collections Department photo archive as 

collection number UNRS-P1989-09 

Top 

Arrangement 

• Drawings arranged chronologically; specifications arranged by project number. 

Top 

Note 

See department for guide. 

Index Terms 

This collection is indexed under the following headings in the online catalog of the University 

Libraries, University of Nevada, Reno. Researchers wishing to find related materials are 

encouraged to use the following index terms: 

People: 

• O'Brien, George L. F. 

• Wells, Hewitt C. 

Subjects: 

• Architects--Nevada 

• Architecture--California 

• Architecture--Nevada 

Geographic Locations: 

• Reno (Nev.) 
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Administrative Information 

Collection processed by staffFinding aid prepared by staffThis finding aid was produced using 

the Archivists' Toolkit on July 26, 2016.  

Top 

 

Detailed Description of the Records  

Series 1: Architectural Drawings, NAA 1 

See department for guide. 

Series 2: Specifications and Documents 
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13 

538 

Young, H.E., house 

13 

622 

Steinmiller, Dr. G.C. House 

Box 

Contents 

14 

Specifications/No Drawings 

This box contains un-numbered specifications and includes specifications for projects for which 

there are no drawings in the collection; specifications for jobs executed by other architects; and 

United States Government specifications. 

14 

Alameda County, Golden Gate School 

14 

Alameda County Jail 

14 

Alpine County Courthouse 

14 

Austin Gymnasium 

14 

Band Stand, Reno 

14 

Baptist Church, Sparks 

14 

Byars, H.M., house 

14 

Fallon Library 

14 

Keystone Laundry 

14 

Lander County Hospital 

14 

Nevada State Museum 

14 

University of Nevada, Reno Refrigeration Plant 

14 

Wells School 

14 

Winnemucca Parish House 



14 

Yavapai Court House 

14 

Other Architects 

14 

Fallon High School 

14 

Florence Drake Elementary School 

14 

Gardner Street School, Los Angeles 

14 

Sonoma State Home 

14 

Sparks City Hall 

14 

T.D. Theater 

14 

National Housing Agency-U.S. Government Specifications 

14 

War Housing Project, Sparks 

14 

War Dormitory Buildings, Sparks 

14 

Highland Terrace Housing, Reno 

14 

War Housing Project, Carlin 

14 

War Housing Project, Fallon 

14 

War Housing Project, Luning 

14 

War Housing Project, Mill City 

14 

War Housing Project, Golconda 

Box 

Contents 

15 

Printed material and photographs of F.J. Delongchamps. 

This box contains printed material and photographs donated by Galen deLongchamps, 1984. 

Included are Persons In The Foreground by Boyd Moore containing a biographical sketch of F.J. 

Delongchamps; The Artemisia 1904; F.J. Delongchamps photograph portfolio; photographs of 

the construction of the Washoe County Courthouse, 1910; news clips. 

 

 



 

 

 
 























































































Frederic Joseph DeLongchamps

Born June 2, 1882

Reno, Nevada

Died February 11, 1969 (aged 86)

Reno, Nevada

Nationality American

Occupation Architect

Practice DeLongchamps, O'Brien and Wells

Buildings Washoe County Courthouse

Reno Main Post Office

Riverside Hotel

Frederic Joseph DeLongchamps
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Frederic Joseph DeLongchamps (June 2, 1882 – February 11, 1969) was an American architect. He was

one of Nevada's most prolific architects, yet is notable for entering the architectural profession with no

extensive formal training. He has also been known as Frederick J. DeLongchamps, and was described by

the latter name in an extensive review of the historic importance of his works which led to many of them

being listed on the U.S. National Register of Historic Places in the 1980s.

Contents

1 Life

1.1 Early life and education

1.2 Career

1.3 Legacy

2 Works

3 Awards

4 References

5 External links

Life

Early life and education

Born Frederic Joseph DeLonchamps in Reno, Nevada on January 2, 1882, he was raised in Washoe County, graduating from Reno High School in 1900, then

the University of Nevada in 1904 with a degree in mining engineering.

Career

DeLongchamps was employed as a mining engineer and draftsman in Inyo County, California before he embarked on a career in architecture. He spent a short

time in San Francisco where he may have apprenticed, but he returned to Nevada in 1907 and formed a partnership with Ira W. Tesch.

From 1909 to 1938, DeLongchamps maintained his own firm and became one of Nevada's most prolific architects. He designed both private and public

buildings including nine county courthouses in Nevada and California. He was awarded the contract to design the Nevada Buildings for the Panama-Pacific

International Exposition (1915), winning a silver medal for his work. DeLongchamps was appointed Nevada State Architect in 1919 and was the only person to

hold the position, which was abolished in 1926. During this time, he designed many state buildings.

In 1939, George L. F. O'Brien joined DeLongchamps in partnership in Reno, and Hewitt Wells added his name to the association in 1962. The architectural firm

of DeLongchamps, O'Brien and Wells continued to design buildings, mainly in the Reno area, into the 1960s.

Legacy

DeLongchamps died in Reno, Nevada on February 11, 1969. He was survived by his son, Galen (08 Aug 1916-22 Jul 2001). He was the father-in-law of the

noted poet and artist Joanne de Longchamps (that is how she spelled the name), who married DeLongchamps's adopted son Galen.

Russell Mills is one who worked as a draftsman for DeLongchamps and went on to have a career as an independent architect.

Works

Many of DeLongchamps' works have been listed on the National Register.[1][2]

His works include:

Alpine County Courthouse, 14777 CA 89, Markleeville, CA, NRHP-listed[1]

Carson City Public Buildings, Carson St., Carson City, NV, NRHP-listed[1]

Douglas County Courthouse, 1616 Eighth St., Minden, NV, NRHP-listed[1]

Douglas County High School, 1477 US 395, Gardnerville, NV, NRHP-listed[1]

Douglass-Frey Ranch NRHP 15000796, Churchill County, Nevada

Fallon City Hall, 55 E. Williams Ave., Fallon, NV, NRHP-listed[1]

Farmers Bank of Carson Valley, 1597 Esmeralda Ave., Minden, NV, NRHP-listed[1]

Joseph Giraud House, 442 Flint St., Reno, NV, NRHP-listed[1]

I.O.O.F. Building, Mason Valley, 1 S. Main St., Yerington, NV, NRHP-listed[1]

Immaculate Conception Church, 590 Pyramid Way, Sparks, NV, NRHP-listed[1]

Lyon County Courthouse, 31 S. Main St., Yerington, NV, NRHP-listed[1]
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MacKay School of Mines Building, University of Nevada, Reno campus, Reno, NV, NRHP-listed[1]

Manzanita Hall, University of Nevada, Reno campus, Reno, NV.[3]

McCarthy-Platt House, 1000 Plumas St., Reno, NV, NRHP-listed[1]

Minden Butter Manufacturing Company, 1617 Water St., Minden, NV, NRHP-listed[1]

Minden Inn, 1594 Esmeralda Ave., Minden, NV, NRHP-listed[1]

Minden Wool Warehouse, 1615 Railroad Ave., Minden, NV, NRHP-listed[1]

Nevada-California-Oregon Railway Passenger Station, 1400 Center St. Lakeview, OR, NRHP-listed[1]

Nevada State Capitol (legislative wings only)

Nevada-California-Oregon Railroad Depot, Reno, Nevada

Mary Lee Nichols School, 400-406 Pyramid Way, Sparks, NV, NRHP-listed[1]

Oats Park Grammar School, 167 E. Park St., Fallon, NV, NRHP-listed[1]

Pershing County Courthouse, 400 Main St., Lovelock, NV, NRHP-listed[1]

Reno National Bank-First Interstate Bank, 204 N. Virginia St. Reno, NV, NRHP-listed[1]

Riverside Hotel, 17 S. Virginia St., Reno, NV, NRHP-listed[1]

US Post Office-Reno Main, 50 S. Virginia St., Reno, NV, NRHP-listed[1]

Vachina Apartments-California Apartments, 45 California Ave., Reno, NV, NRHP-listed[1]

Washoe County Courthouse, 117 S. Virginia St. Reno, NV, NRHP-listed[1]

Washoe County Library-Sparks Branch, 814 Victorian St. Sparks, NV, NRHP-listed[1]

Webster School

Whittell Estate, 5000 NV 28 Incline Village, NV, NRHP-listed[1]

Awards

Silver medal, Panama Pacific International Exposition, 1915, Nevada Buildings

Distinguished Service Award, University of Nevada, Reno, 1966

References

A Guide to the Frederic J. Delongchamps Architectural Drawings And Papers Collection (http://dewey.library.unr.edu/xtf/view?docId=ead/NC1215-

ead.xml), University of Nevada, Reno

Notes

National Park Service (2010-07-09). "National Register Information System". National Register of Historic Places. National Park Service.1. 

"Architecture of Frederick J. DeLongchamps TR" (PDF).2. 

University of Nevada, Reno. Facilities Services. Campus Architectural Drawings Collection; AC 0645. University Archives, University Libraries; University of Nevada,

Reno.

3. 
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Retrieved from "https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Frederic_Joseph_DeLongchamps&oldid=746210466"
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Building Permit History 

1342-44½ N Formosa Avenue 

Hollywood 

 

 
January 26, 1924: Building Permit No. 4571 to construct a 2-story 39' X 66’4"  20-

room frame and stucco apartments at 1342-44½ N. Formosa 

Avenue on Lot 40, of West Hollywood Boulevard Tract No. 2. 

 Owner: James Newlands, Jr. and Audet Ingersoll, Inc. 

 Architect: F. J. DeLongchamps 

 Contractor: Not Shown 

Cost: $16,000.00 

 

January 26, 1924: Building Permit No. 4572 to construct a 1-story 40' X 19’ 4-

room frame and stucco private garage at 1342-44½ N. Formosa 

Avenue on Lot 40, of West Hollywood Boulevard Tract No. 2. 

 Owner: James Newlands, Jr. and Audet Ingersoll, Inc. 

 Architect: F. J. DeLongchamps 

 Contractor: Not Shown 

Cost: $500.00 

 

July 20, 1959: Building Permit No. LA37806 to remove non-bearing partition 

(arched) living room to dining room in owner's unit, 1342 N. 

Formosa Avenue. 

 Owner: Franklin E. Johnson 

 Architect: None 

 Engineer: None  

 Contractor: Phillip W. Halls 

Cost: $400.00 

 

October 23, 1962: Building Permit No. LA23043 to remodel kitchen in owner's 

unit, 1342 N. Formosa Avenue. 

 Owner: Annette Johnson 

 Architect: None 

 Engineer: None  

 Contractor: Bond Builders 

Cost: $800.00 
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