
 
 

RANCHO EL ESCORPION LIME KILN 
El Escorpion Park, between Bell Canyon Road and intersection of Castle Peak Drive and 

Woodglade Lane 
CHC-2018-815-HCM 
ENV-2018-816-CE 

 
 

Agenda packet includes: 
 

1. Final Determination Staff Recommendation Report 
 

2. Categorical Exemption 
 

3. Under Consideration Staff Recommendation Report 
 

4. Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
 

5. Letters of Support 
 
 

 
Please click on each document to be directly taken to the corresponding page of the PDF. 



Los Angeles Department of City Planning 
RECOMMENDATION REPORT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the  

 RANCHO EL ESCORPION LIME KILN 
  
REQUEST:  Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
OWNER: City of Los Angeles, Department of Recreation and Parks 
 Planning and Development Branch 
 200 North Main Street, #709CHE 
 Los Angeles, CA  90012 
      
APPLICANT: Albert Knight  
 Los Angeles-Ventura Cultural Research Alliance 
 1731 Riverside Drive 
 Glendale, CA 91201 
 
   
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Declare the subject property a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles 
Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7. 

 
2. Adopt the staff report and findings. 

 
VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of Planning 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]   [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
    
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
   
Melissa Jones, Planning Assistant  
Office of Historic Resources  
  
Attachment: Historic-Cultural Monument Application 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
 
HEARING DATE: May 3, 2018 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1010 
  200 N. Spring Street 
  Los Angeles, CA  90012 
 
EXPIRATION DATE: May 15, 2018 

CASE NO.: CHC-2018-815-HCM 
                    ENV-2018-816-CE   
 
Location: El Escorpion Park, between Bell Canyon 

Road and intersection of Castle Peak 
Drive and Woodglade Lane 

Council District: 12 – Englander 
Community Plan Area: Canoga Park – Winnetka – 

Woodland Hills – West Hills 
Area Planning Commission: South Valley 
Neighborhood Council: West Hills 
Legal Description: Tract TR 40874, Lot 95 
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FINDINGS 
 

• The Rancho El Escorpion Lime Kiln "reflects the broad cultural, economic, or social 
history of the nation, state, or community" for its association with the lime industry and its 
role in the economic development of the San Fernando Valley and greater Los Angeles 
between the late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 

 
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
 
 
SUMMARY 
 
The Rancho El Escorpion Lime Kiln is a lime kiln located in El Escorpion Park, between Bell 
Canyon Road and the intersection of Castle Peak Drive and Woodglade Lane in the West Hills 
neighborhood of Los Angeles. The kiln was constructed over a time period starting between the 
late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries by a succession of native Chumash people and 
others of mixed Chumash and Mexican heritage. The subject property was used to process 
quicklime throughout the nineteenth century. Today, the kiln is almost entirely covered with dirt 
and is difficult to see from above.  
 
During the nineteenth century the west San Fernando Valley was home to several lime kilns, 
where local limestone was heated to produce quicklime for use in the construction and 
maintenance of local adobe structures and the nearby San Fernando Mission. The kilns were 
constructed and operated by the local Chumash and Chumash-Mexican populations, who were 
present in the area through the early twentieth century. By the turn of the twentieth century, the 
kilns were rendered obsolete by more advanced technology, and their operation ceased as the 
native population diminished. Three sites set within a three mile radius still possess lime kiln 
remnants: Dayton Canyon, Chatsworth Reservoir Kiln Site (HCM #141), and the subject 
property, which is located on the site of Rancho El Escorpion and the prehistoric Native 
American village of Huwam or Jacjauybit. There were originally a number of adobe buildings 
and other ranch facilities located just east of the kiln at the Rancho that are no longer extant.  
 
The lime kiln is constructed of both native field stone and hand-hewn native stone, with later 
additions of terra cotta bricks in the kiln interior and mouth. It encompasses a horizontal area of 
2,624 square feet and has a maximum vertical depth of 31 inches. The outside diameter of the 
kiln is approximately 11 feet, and the inside diameter is estimated to be 10 feet while the upper 
portion of the wall that is visible is 15 inches wide.  
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Over the years, a large amount of soil and plant debris deposited over time by Bell Creek has 
filled in much of the canyon bottom in front of the kiln and the door of the kiln is partially caved-
in. Much of the kiln has also been buried by soil washing down the canyon, leaving the mouth 
mostly not visible. In addition, some of the top part of the kiln has fallen over into the creek bed. 
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Rancho El Escorpion Lime Kiln successfully meets one of the Historic-Cultural Monument 
criteria. The subject property "reflects the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the 
nation, state, or community" for its association with the lime industry and its role in the economic 
development of the San Fernando Valley and greater Los Angeles between the late eighteenth 
and nineteenth centuries. With few local building materials available in Southern California’s 
Mission (1769-1833) and Rancho (1780s-1880s) periods, the processing of quicklime from 
limestone was of great importance. Beyond being instrumental in brick and mortar construction 
for the expanding city of Los Angeles, the lime produced in the kilns of the west San Fernando 
Valley was used to build dams, aqueducts, and other water-related structures. Lime plaster and 
whitewash protected adobe buildings from weather, and lime was also used in the processing of 
cattle hides, the region’s largest export at the time. 
 
While the applicant argues that the subject property is also “identified with historic personages 
or with important events in the main currents of national, state, or local history,” the information 
provided does not support this finding. There is no evidence that notable individuals referenced 
for their association with Rancho El Escorpion, such as Espiritu Chihuya and Miguel Leonis, 
have any direct association with the lime kiln itself and it is not clear how the subject property 
represents their significant contributions to the history of the region. The lime kiln also does not 
appear to be associated with a singular important event.  
 
The applicant also argues that the subject property "embodies the distinguishing characteristics 
of an architectural-type specimen, inherently valuable for study of a period, style or method of 
construction” as an example of nineteenth century lime kiln construction in the west San 
Fernando Valley. While an intact lime kiln might achieve significance in this area, its buried state 
makes it less of an “architectural-type specimen” than an archaeological artifact; an assessment 
of its historic integrity is not currently possible.  
 
 
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions 
taken by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the 
maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory 
process involves procedures for protection of the environment.” 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects 
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, 
conservation or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary 
of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for 
Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.” 
 



CHC-2018-815-HCM  
El Escorpion Park, between Bell Canyon Road and intersection of Castle Peak Drive and 
Woodglade Lane  
Page 4 of 4 
 
 
The designation of Rancho El Escorpion Lime Kiln as an Historic-Cultural Monument in 
accordance with Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (“LAAC”) 
will ensure that future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in 
accordance with Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC.  The purpose of the designation is to prevent 
significant impacts to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set 
forth in the LAAC.  Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the 
historic significance and integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible 
alterations and new construction and the demolition of an irreplaceable historic site/open space.  
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the 
LAAC and provide standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which 
will ensure the continued preservation of the subject property.   
 
The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is 
consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the environment 
through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural 
Monuments. 
 
The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed designation is 
consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and 
reconstruction of historic buildings and sites in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties. 
 
Categorical Exemption ENV-2018-816-CE was prepared on April 12, 2018.  
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On March 1, 2018, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the property under 
consideration.  
 



COUNTY CLERK’S USE CITY OF LOS ANGELES CITY CLERK’S USE 
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK 

200 NORTH SPRING STREET, ROOM 360 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90012 

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 
(California Environmental Quality Act Section 15062) 

 
Filing of this form is optional. If filed, the form shall be filed with the County Clerk, 12400 E. Imperial Highway, Norwalk, CA 90650, 
pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21152 (b). Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21167 (d), the filing of this notice 
starts a 35-day statute of limitations on court challenges to the approval of the project. Failure to file this notice with the County Clerk 
results in the statute of limitations being extended to 180 days. 
LEAD CITY AGENCY 
City of Los Angeles Department of City Planning 

COUNCIL DISTRICT 
12 

PROJECT TITLE 
Rancho El Escorpion Lime Kiln 

LOG REFERENCE 
ENV-2018-816-CE 
CHC-2018-815-HCM          

PROJECT LOCATION 
El Escorpion Park, between Bell Canyon Road and intersection of Castle Peak Drive and Woodglade Lane, Los Angeles, 
CA 91307 
DESCRIPTION OF NATURE, PURPOSE, AND BENEFICIARIES OF PROJECT: 
 Designation of the Rancho El Escorpion Lime Kiln as an Historic-Cultural Monument. 
NAME OF PERSON OR AGENCY CARRYING OUT PROJECT, IF OTHER THAN LEAD CITY AGENCY: 
 
CONTACT PERSON 
 Melissa Jones 

AREA CODE | TELEPHONE NUMBER | EXT. 
  213  978-1192 

EXEMPT STATUS: (Check One) 

 STATE CEQA GUIDELINES CITY CEQA GUIDELINES 

 MINISTERIAL  Sec. 15268  Art. II, Sec. 2b 

 DECLARED EMERGENCY  Sec. 15269  Art. II, Sec. 2a (1) 

 EMERGENCY PROJECT  Sec. 15269 (b) & (c)  Art. II, Sec. 2a (2) & (3) 

× CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION  Sec. 15300 et seq.  Art. III, Sec. 1 

 Class _____ 8 & 31_______ Category    (City CEQA Guidelines) 

 OTHER (See Public Resources Code Sec. 21080 (b) and set forth state and City guideline provision. 
JUSTIFICATION FOR PROJECT EXEMPTION: Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 of the State’s Guidelines applies to where project’s 
consists of “actions taken by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance, restoration, 
enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory process involves procedures for protection of the environment.” 
Class 31 applies “to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, or reconstruction of historical resources 
in a manner consistent with the Secretary of Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Buildings.” Designation of the Rancho El 
Escorpion Lime Kiln as an Historic-Cultural Monument will assure the protection of the environment by the enactment of project review 
regulations based on the Secretary of Interior’s Standards to maintain and preserve the historic site. 
IF FILED BY APPLICANT, ATTACH CERTIFIED DOCUMENT ISSUED BY THE CITY PLANNING DEPARTMENT STATING THAT 
THE DEPARTMENT HAS FOUND THE PROJECT TO BE EXEMPT. 
SIGNATURE 
[SIGNED COPY IN FILE] 

TITLE 
Planning Assistant 

DATE 
April 12, 2018 

FEE: 
 

RECEIPT NO. 
 

REC’D. BY 
 

DATE 
 

DISTRIBUTION: (1) County Clerk, (2) City Clerk, (3) Agency Record 
 
 
IF FILED BY THE APPLICANT: 

 

      
NAME (PRINTED)  SIGNATURE 
 
   
DATE 



Los Angeles Department of City Planning 
RECOMMENDATION REPORT 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the  

 RANCHO EL ESCORPION LIME KILN 
  
REQUEST:  Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
OWNER: City of Los Angeles, Department of Recreation and Parks 
 Planning and Development Branch 
 200 North Main Street, #709CHE 
 Los Angeles, CA  90012 
      
APPLICANT: Albert Knight  
 Los Angeles-Ventura Cultural Research Alliance 
 1731 Riverside Drive 
 Glendale, CA 91201 
  
   
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
  

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10   
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
warrants further investigation. 

  
2. Adopt the report findings. 

  
VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of PlanningN1907 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]  [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
    
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
   
Melissa Jones, Planning Assistant  
Office of Historic Resources   
 
Attachment: Historic-Cultural Monument Application 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
 
HEARING DATE: March 1, 2018 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1010 
  200 N. Spring Street 
  Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 

CASE NO.: CHC-2018-815-HCM 
                    ENV-2018-816-CE   
 
Location: El Escorpion Park, between Bell Canyon 
Road and intersection of Castle Peak Drive and 
Woodglade Lane 
Council District: 12 – Englander 
Community Plan Area: Canoga Park – Winnetka – 
Woodland Hills – West Hills 
Area Planning Commission: South Valley 
Neighborhood Council: West Hills 
Legal Description: Tract TR 40874, Lot 95 
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SUMMARY 
 
The Rancho El Escorpion Lime Kiln is a lime kiln located in El Escorpion Park, between Bell 
Canyon Road and the intersection of Castle Peak Drive and Woodglade Lane in the West Hills 
neighborhood of Los Angeles. The kiln was constructed over a time period starting between the 
late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries by a succession of native Chumash people and 
others of mixed Chumash and Mexican heritage. The subject property was used to process 
quicklime throughout the nineteenth century. Today, the kiln is almost entirely covered with dirt 
and is difficult to see from above.  
 
During the nineteenth centuries the west San Fernando Valley was home to several lime kilns, 
where local limestone was heated to produce quicklime for use in the construction and 
maintenance of local adobe structures and the nearby San Fernando Mission. The kilns were 
constructed and operated by the local Chumash and Chumash-Mexican populations, who were 
present in the area through the early twentieth century. By the turn of the twentieth century, the 
kilns were rendered obsolete by more advanced technology, and their operation ceased as the 
native population diminished. Three sites set within a three mile radius still possess lime kiln 
remnants: Dayton Canyon, Chatsworth Reservoir Kiln Site (HCM #141), and the subject property, 
which is located on the site of Rancho El Escorpion and the prehistoric Native American village of 
Huwam or Jacjauybit. There were originally a number of adobe buildings and other ranch facilities 
located just east of the kiln at the Rancho that are no longer extant.  
 
The lime kiln is constructed of both native field stone and hand-hewn native stone, with later 
additions of terra cotta bricks in the kiln interior and mouth. It encompasses a horizontal area of 
800 square meters and has a maximum vertical depth of 80 centimeters. The outside diameter of 
the kiln is approximately three-and-a-half meters, and the inside diameter is estimated to be three 
meters while the upper portion of the wall that is visible is 40 centimeters wide.  
 
Over the years, a large amount of soil and plant debris deposited over time by Bell Creek has 
filled in much of the canyon bottom in front of the kiln and the door of the kiln is partially caved-in. 
Much of the kiln has also been buried by soil washing down the canyon, leaving the mouth mostly 
not visible. In addition, some of the top part of the kiln has fallen over into the creek bed. 
 
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument as 
any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures or 
sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community is 
reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important events 
in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that the 
application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 
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