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SUMMARY 
 
The Winn Apartments are located at 417 South Ocean Front Walk in Venice, between Dudley 
Avenue to the north, Speedway to the east, and Paloma Avenue to the south. Built in 1921, the 
subject property is a four-story, 32-unit apartment building with a partial basement and partial roof 
deck. The Italianate architectural style building was originally constructed for J.R. and Lulu A. Winn 
as an apartment house offering short- and long-term stays. It is currently in use as a hotel known 
as the Venice Suites. 
 
On July 4th, 1905, entrepreneur Abbot Kinney opened Venice of America, a seaside resort that 
featured a canal system and a business district lined with Venetian-style colonnades that led to a 
pleasure pier. Kinney’s initial development of Venice was wildly popular, drawing over 40,000 
visitors during opening weekend, many of whom traveled to the seaside resort by streetcar. Over 
the course of the next decade, residences were built around the canals and amusement park rides 
and attractions were constructed, along with apartment houses lining Ocean Front Walk to support 
the burgeoning tourism industry. 
 
Rectangular in plan, the subject property is of brick construction. The primary, west-facing 
elevation has a symmetrical three-bay composition, a raised, recessed central entryway, and a 
contemporary cornice. Buff-colored brick quoins exist around the recessed entryway, at the 
building corners, and around the fire escape doors. The central entryway has a fire escape above 
and a marble stair and landing that features marble wainscoting, tiles depicting ocean scenes, and 
a single-lite metal door. The north and south elevations consist of thirteen bays and a 
contemporary painted mural dominates the north elevation. Fenestration consists of single and 
paired double-hung vinyl windows. On the interior, each floor features a double-loaded corridor 
leading to eight guestrooms, and there is an original metal elevator. 
 
Based on available building permits and historical photographs, the subject property appears to 
have undergone multiple alterations over the years that include the alteration of the parapet and 
cornice in 1952, repair of fire damage in 1976, installation of security bars on the windows in 1988, 
the application of gunite over brick on the exterior elevations in 1991 and 1995, the installation of a 
contemporary cornice in 2001, and an interior and exterior remodel in 2016. 
 
SurveyLA, the citywide historic resources survey, identified the subject property as individually 
eligible for designation at the state and local levels as a rare example of a 1920s apartment house 
in Venice, one of few remaining examples from this period along Ocean Front Walk. 
 
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument as 
any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria: 
 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies 
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, 
city or community; 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local 
history; or 
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3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; 
or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual 
genius influenced his or her age. 

 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that the 
application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 
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3. STYLE & MATERIALS

CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

Proposed Monument Name:

Other Associated Names:

Street Address: 

Range of Addresses on Property:

Assessor Parcel Number:

/ĚĞŶƟĮĐĂƟŽŶ�ĐŽŶƚ͛Ě͗

Zip: Council District:

Community Name:

Tract: Block: Lot:

Proposed Monument
Property Type: Building Structure Object Site/Open Space Natural

Feature

1. PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION

Describe anǇ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ƌesources located on the property to be included in the nominaƟŽŶ͕�ŚĞƌe: 

Year built: Factual EƐƟŵĂƚĞĚ Threatened?

Architect/Designer: Contractor:  

Original Use: Present Use:

Is the Proposed Monument on its Original Site? Yes Unknown (explain in ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�7)

2. CONSTRUCTION HISTORY & CURRENT STATUS

No (explain iŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�7)



CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

4. ALTERATION HISTORY

List date and write a brief descripƟŽŶ of any major alteraƟŽŶƐ or addiƟŽŶƐ. ThiƐ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�may also be completed on a separate document. 
Include copies of permits in the nominaƟŽŶ�packet. Make sure to list any major alteraƟŽŶƐ for which there are no permits, as well.

5. EXISTING HISTORIC RESOURCE IDENTIFICATION (if known)

Survey Name(s):

Listed in the California Register of Historical Resources

Determined eligible�ĨŽƌ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂů͕ state, or local landmark 
status by an historic resources survey(s)

ListĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�Register of Historic Places

Formally determined eligible for the NaƟŽŶĂl and/or California Registers

Located in an Historic PreservaƟŽŶ�Overlay Zone (HPOZ)
ContriďƵƟng feature

Non-conƚƌŝďƵƟng feature

Other historical or cultural resource designaƟŽŶƐ͗

6. APPLICABLE HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT CRITERIA

Reflects the broad cultural, economic, or social history�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĂƟŽŶ͕�ƐƚĂƚĞ, or community

A notable work of a master builder, designer, or architect whose individual genius influenced his or her age

/Ɛ�ŝĚĞŶƟĮĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶĂŐĞƐ�Žƌ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶt events in the main curreŶƚƐ�ŽĨ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂl, state, or local history

�ŵďŽĚŝĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŝƐƟŶŐƵŝƐŝŶŐ�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƟĐƐ�ŽĨ�ĂŶ�ĂƌĐŚŝƚĞctural-type specimen, inherently valuable for study of
Ă�ƉĞƌŝŽĚ͕�ƐƚǇůĞ͕�Žƌ�ŵĞƚŚŽĚ�ŽĨ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ

The proposed monument exemplifies the following Cultural Heritage Ordinance CriteƌŝĂ�;^ĞĐƟŽŶ�22.171.7): 



8. CONTACT INFORMATION

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

Applicant

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

EŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�WƌĞƉĂƌĞƌͬ�ƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚ͛Ɛ�ZĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞ

CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

7. WRITTEN STATEMENTS

dŚŝƐ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ĂůůŽǁƐ�ǇŽƵ�ƚŽ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ�Ăƚ�ůĞŶŐƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŚǇ�ŝƚ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�
ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƚĞĚ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐͲ�ƵůƚƵƌĂů�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ͘�dǇƉĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ŽŶ�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƩĞĐŚ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƚŽ�ƚŚŝƐ�
ĨŽƌŵ͘

�͘�WƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ��ĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�Ͳ Describe the proposed monument’s physical characterisƟĐƐ�ĂŶĚ�
relaƟŽŶƐŚŝƉ�ƚo its surrounding environmenƚ͘��ǆƉĂŶĚ�ŽŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶƐ�Ϯ�ĂŶĚ�ϯ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ŵŽƌe detailed descrip-
ƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝƚĞ͘��ǆƉĂŶĚ�ŽŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ϰ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐonsƚƌƵĐƟŽŶͬalteraƟŽŶ�ŚŝƐtory in detail if that is 
necessary to explain the proposed monument’s current form. IdenƟĨy and describe any character-
defining elements, structures, interior spaces, or landscape features.

�͘�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�^ŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�Ͳ Address the proposed monument’s historic, cultural, and/or architec-
tural significance by discussing how it saƟƐfies the HCM criteria you selectĞĚ�ŝŶ�^ĞĐƟŽŶ�ϲ͘�zou must 
support your argument with substanƟĂů�Ğvidence and analysis. The Statement of Significance is your 
main argument for designaƟŽŶ�ƐŽ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚant to substanƟĂte any claims you makĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƟŶŐ�
documentaƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƌesearch.

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

WƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�KǁŶĞƌ Yes No UnknownIs the owner in support of the nominaƟŽŶ͍





A. PROPOSED MONUMENT DESCRIPTION 
 
The subject property is located at 417 South Ocean Front Walk, was built in 1921, and is a four-story 
32-unit apartment hotel constructed of brick with a partial basement and partial roof deck.  
 
Setting 
 
The subject property occupies a rectangular parcel along South Ocean Front Walk between Dudley 
Avenue to the north, Speedway to the east, and Paloma Avenue to the south. The primary facade 
(west elevation) of the subject property faces the Pacific Ocean, and is separated from the beach by 
South Ocean Front Walk. The parcel to the north is an open, paved surface parking lot; the parcel to 
the south is improved with a two-story residential building. Neighboring buildings are generally 
commercial and residential, and range from one to five stories. 
 
Exterior 
 
West Elevation 
The west elevation faces the Pacific Ocean, exhibits elements of the Italianate style, is symmetrical 
with three bays clad in red and buff-colored running bond face brick (much of which has been 
overpainted), and has a raised, recessed central entryway, and a contemporary cornice. Buff-
colored brick quoins exist around the recessed central entryway, at the building corners, and around 
fire escape doors. The red and buff-colored face brick and detailing returns on the north and south 
elevations for one bay. 

At grade on Ocean Front Walk, the center bay consists of a raised, recessed central entryway with a 
marble stair and landing that features marble wainscoting, contemporary ocean scenes on tiles that 
extend to a painted cloud patterned ceiling, and a has a single light metal door. Above the first floor, 
the center bay has a fire escape, and single light wood doors with transoms that lead to the fire 
escape. A metal ladder extends to the roof from the fire escape at a notch in the cornice. 
 
The north and south bays have a pair of contemporary double-hung vinyl windows in original 
openings. Buff-colored face brick surround the windows, and form a rectangular outline with a 
central diamond above and below each window. Similar brick acts as a soldier course above and 
below the first floor windows, and above the fourth floor windows. 
 
North Elevation  
The north elevation faces an adjacent surface parking lot, is divided into 13 bays clad in painted 
gunite over brick, and is dominated by a contemporary painted mural. This elevation mirrors the 
south elevation and consists of a regular fenestration pattern where each floor has contemporary 
single or paired double-hung vinyl windows, in original openings with a concrete sill. The west 
elevation face brick returns on this elevation to the extent of the westernmost bay. At the first floor, 
several windows are covered with security bars. The fourth bay from the west extends above the 
parapet at the stairwell. Seismic reinforcement ties and anchor plates are visible. 

East Elevation 
The east elevation faces Speedway, has three bays clad in painted gunite over brick with, and has a 
central slightly recessed arched entryway. The arched entryway has a marble surround, a single 
light metal door and double-hung vinyl window. The second to fourth floor center bay has an 
irregular pattern of windows and doors. The second floor above the entryway has a vinyl casement 
window and double-hung vinyl window. There is a metal fire escape at the third and fourth floors of 
the center bay, and single light wood doors with transoms that lead to the fire escape. A ladder 
connects the roof to the fire escape. The north and south bays are generally composed of double-
hung vinyl windows set within arched recesses. Seismic reinforcement ties and anchor plates are 
visible. 

 

 



South Elevation 
The south elevation of the building is less than 10 feet from the adjacent building and is divided into 
13 bays clad in painted gunite over brick. This elevation mirrors the north elevation and features a 
regular fenestration pattern where each floor has single or paired double-hung vinyl windows with 
concrete sills. The west elevation face brick returns on this elevation to the extent of the 
westernmost bay. On the first floor, several windows are covered with security bars. Seismic 
reinforcement ties and anchor plates are visible. 

Interior 
 
The interior of the building features four floors, a partial basement, and a partial roof deck. The first 
through fourth floors feature a double-loaded corridor, with eight guestrooms on each floor. Near the 
front entry is a U-shaped stairwell that extends from the first floor to the roof, with landings at each 
floor. Seismic steel reinforcement beams are visible within the stairwell. Adjacent to the stairwell at 
the first floor is a door to a stair that leads to the partial basement. East of the basement door is an 
original metal elevator that accesses the first through fourth floors. Along the northern wall are 32 
rectangular aluminum mailboxes. The corridors have carpeted floors, painted walls, and globe lights. 
Each of the guestroom doors have identifying metal numbers. The guestrooms generally have a 
single room, kitchenette and bathroom, and some have a separate bedroom. All guestrooms have 
contemporary fixtures and furnishings. 
 
Character-defining features 
 

• Four-story massing 
• Symmetrical west elevation and returns clad in patterned face brick 
• Generally regular fenestration pattern of windows on each elevation 
• Centered recessed entryway at west elevation 
• Fire escapes 

 
Alterations 
 
Overall, alterations that have occurred since construction have generally been compatible with the 
original design, materials, proportion, and massing.  
 
Alterations to the exterior include application of gunite over brick on north, east, and south elevations 
and over painted face brick on the west elevation. Before 1941, an aerial photograph indicates that 
the majority of common brick on the south elevation was painted. A comparison of historic 
photographs from 1929 and 1941 suggest that the original Italianate cornice on the west elevation 
was altered before 1941. In the late 1940s, the City of Los Angeles adopted a parapet correction 
ordinance which stipulated that unless parapets were laterally braced, they had to be removed. In 
1952, according to building permits, the parapet and cornice were altered. In 1991, exterior gunite 
and seismic reinforcement were added. In 2001, a contemporary cornice was installed. 
 
While materials, details, and fixtures have changed, the 32 guestrooms still exist in their original 
locations and configurations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The table below summarizes available building permits. 
 

Date  Permit Type Owner Architect/Builder/
Contractor  

Value Description 

08/18/1926 BLDG-
Alter/Repair 

   Fire escape  

06/15/1934 BLDG-
Alter/Repair 

    

03/27/1935 BLDG-
Alter/Repair 

First 
Security 
National 
Bank  

Contractor: 
Raphael Breman 

 New elevator  

03/28/1935 BLDG-
Alter/Repair 

First 
Security 
National 
Bank 

Contractor: 
Raphael Breman 

$300 “miscellaneous patching 
of plaster, adjusting doors 
and windows, no 
structural changes” 

04/05/1935 BLDG-
Alter/Repair 

First 
Security 
National 
Bank 

Contractor: 
Mahoney Tile Co. 

 “Interior tile work” 

01/02/1936 BLDG-
Alter/Repair 

L.L. 
Becker 

Contractor: 
Raphael Breman 

 Install fire door in elevator 
penthouse 

01/07/1937 BLDG-
Alter/Repair 

   Reroof w/ composite 
shingles 

07/21/1937 BLDG-
Alter/Repair 

L.L. 
Becker 

Contractor: H. 
Geuser 

 “refacing mortar joints” 

06/02/1939 BLDG-
Alter/Repair 

L.L. 
Becker 

 $50 Repairs to fire escape 

02/14/1940 BLDG-
Alter/Repair 

L.L. 
Becker 

Contractor: 
Patton Blind 
Patent Co. 

$40 Repair roof around 
elevator shaft, recoat fire 
walls with asphalt 

05/07/1952 BLDG-
Alter/Repair 

 Williams 
Waterproofing 
and painting Co. 

$1,000 Alter parapet walls along 
Ocean Front and 
Speedway elevations 

03/04/1953 BLDG-
Alter/Repair 

 Termite Insulating 
Co. 

$450 Cut off basement partition 
walls in areas where 
indicated, raise 
foundations above top of 
concrete slab, replacing 
stucco where removed, 
cut off damage in posts in 
basement, at P, and install 
on concrete beams 
extending to top of 
concrete floor, drill and 
chemically treat drywood 
termite infestations in 
window frames and tower 
elevator shaft opening 
inside plaster where 
necessary. 

12/21/1954 BLDG-
Alter/Repair 

Louis 
Becker  

 $125 Post three new ceiling on 
1 X 3 furring,16” square 
celotex blocks  

07/23/1958 BLDG-
Alter/Repair 

 ABC 
Sandblasting Co.  

$1,180  



Date  Permit Type Owner Architect/Builder/
Contractor  

Value Description 

08/10/1965 BLDG-
Alter/Repair 

 A.J. Griffin   Comply with file X21173 

02/07/1974 BLDG-
Alter/Repair 

Robert 
Washburn 

  Comply with fire safety 
ordinance  

05/26/1976 BLDG-
Alter/Repair 

Robert 
Washburn 

 $1,000 Repair fire damage-non-
structural  

04/27/1987 BLDG-
Alter/Repair 

Mike Neal    Comply with Dorothy Mae 
Ordinance  

03/05/1988 BLDG-
Alter/Repair 

Marsten 
Managem
ent 
Company  

  Install security bars with 
quick release devices  

12/20/1988 BLDG-
Alter/Repair 

Mike Neal Engineer: Joseph 
Zelner & 
Associates  

 Fully comply with Division 
88 RC-3 

08/20/1991 BLDG-
Alter/Repair 

Mike Neal Engineer: Joseph 
Zelner & 
Associates 

 Install outer gunite and 
anchor brick veneer  

08/03/1995 BLDG-
Alter/Repair 

Jack Area  Engineer: Seni 
Paibul  

 Earthquake damage 
repair, gunite east 
elevation  

04/26/1999 BLDG-
Alter/Repair 

Tnt 
Property 
Mast  

All-American 
Roofing Co. West  

$1,177 Reroof with 3-ply cap 
sheet over existing roof, 
28 sq 5 yrs  

02/24/2000 BLDG-
Alter/Repair 

Tnt 
Property 
Mast 

Engineer: John 
Lambert  

$1,670 Interior remodel, no 
change in number of units, 
new interior walls, URM 
building, revise 
crosswalls, 

06/26/2000 BLDG-
Alter/Repair 

Venice 
Suites LLC  

Architect: John 
Barnany  
 
Engineer: John 
Lambert 

$280 Install supports for 
existing window, 5’ 
opening where concrete 
lintel have cracks or 
spalled concrete & 
corroded reinforcing, total 
of 28 such openings  

09/13/2016 BLDG-
Alter/Repair 

Venice 
Suites LLC 

Architect: John 
Barnany  
Engineer: John 
Lambert 

$50,000 Interior and exterior 
remodel of four-story 
apartment building 

 
Subject Property History 
 
The subject property was originally owned and managed by J.R. and Lulu A. Winn, and according to 
a 1926 building permit was a 32-unit apartment house called the “Winn Apartments.” By 1936, the 
owner and manager changed to William C. and Laurie T. Kerr, and the “Winn Apartments” became 
“Biltmore Apartments.” Since construction, the building has operated as an apartment house offering 
both short and long-term stays. The current owner purchased the building in 1999 and has since 
operated it as a hotel known as Venice Suites. 
 
 
 
 
 



B. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 
Previous Surveys 
 
The subject property was identified as an historic resource in the City of Los Angeles (City) General 
Plan Land Use Element in the 2000 Venice Community Plan (Plan). The Plan contains the Venice 
Historic Sites Survey Report of 1990 in Appendix A of the Plan, wherein the subject property was 
known as “Biltmore by the Sea (1921)”1 and included in the list of “Landmarks.” The subject property 
was also identified in SurveyLA, as eligible for designation at the state and local levels. The survey 
results were published on the SurveyLA website in 2015, which identified the subject property as 
individually eligible for designation as a Historic-Cultural Monument (HCM), under the “Residential 
Development & Suburbanization, 1850-1980” context, “Multi-Family Residential, 1910-1980” sub-
context, “Multi-Family Residential, 1910-1980” theme, and “Apartment Houses, 1910-1980” sub-
theme.  
 
History of Venice  
 
The origins of Venice were influenced by beachfront development along the Santa Monica coastline 
starting in the mid-19th century. At this time, Santa Monica Canyon was used for seaside camping in 
tents, and gradually tents were supplemented and eventually replaced with more permanent 
buildings, both in the canyon and further south.2 Among the more notable permanent buildings to be 
erected on the beach in the early years were bath houses, structures that housed changing rooms, 
individual chambers with tubs full of seawater for bathing, and other amenities, including plunges or 
swimming pools. The Arcadia Hotel, the first luxury hotel in Santa Monica, was constructed in 1886, 
soon followed by the Arcadia Bath House. The construction of more bath houses and hotels would 
follow, contributing to the success of tourism and recreation in the area. 
 
In 1891, real estate developer and tobacco tycoon Abbot Kinney and his business partner Francis 
Ryan came to the area now known as Venice, and purchased a 1.5-mile strip of land previously part 
of Rancho La Ballona. In 1902, following Ryan’s unexpected death, Kinney joined with three 
business partners, Alexander Fraser, Henry Gage, and George Merritt Jones, to develop a 
beachfront community. Most of the land was subdivided into the Golden Bay Tract, which includes 
the subject property. This tract was unique in its design, as it featured separate streets for pedestrian 
and automobile use, which resulted in a parallel plan of streets for walking, streets for driving, and 
alleys.3 
 
Following disputes with his business partners, the land was divided, and Kinney retained the portion 
of the tract south of Marine Street, which includes the subject property. Residents in this area voted 
to establish a separate city.4 This city, then known as Ocean Park, is where Kinney would develop 
“Venice of America” (Venice), a project inspired by the marsh landscape, which reminded him of the 
Italian city. His vision for Venice was to create a resort-themed community that would inspire a 
“cultural renaissance” in America,5 and the basis of his plan was to recreate the Italian canals. 
Kinney hired Frank Durham, who had worked on several East Coast beachfront communities 
including Atlantic City, to be superintendent. Enamored with the “City Beautiful” movement, Kinney 
hired an apprentice in the office of New York-based Fredrick Law Olmstead to design Venice.6  

                                                           
1 According to current ownership, this title was painted on the north elevation when he purchased the 

property. The title “Biltmore by the Sea” does not appear on building permits or within City directories. 
2 Ernest Marquez, Santa Monica Beach: A Collector’s Pictorial History, (Santa Monica: Angel City Press, 

2004), 15. 
3 Historic Resources Group, “SurveyLA, Venice Community Plan Area,” City of Los Angeles Office of 

Historic Resources, March 2015, 5-6. 
4 There were originally two separate neighborhoods known as Ocean Park. In 1911, the southern “Ocean 

Park,” became Venice. The northern area known as Ocean Park was annexed to the City of Santa Monica in 1907. 
5 Historic Resources Group, “SurveyLA, Venice Community Plan Area,” City of Los Angeles Office of 

Historic Resources, March 2015, 6. 
6 Ibid., The City Beautiful Movement emerged during the World’s Columbian Exposition in Chicago in 1893, 

in which Fredrick Law Olmstead was the landscape architect. 



The plan for Venice included areas for recreational, commercial, and residential development. In 
1904, the 1,400-foot Venice Pier was constructed in conjunction with extension of a boardwalk from 
the north, then referred to as “The Promenade,” which would later become “Ocean Front Walk.” 
Windward Avenue, which was meant to be the first image of Venice for visitors arriving by streetcar, 
was designed to replicate Italian Renaissance architecture, and featured colonnaded walkways. 
 
Venice officially opened in 1905 as a resort city with the canals not yet complete. Despite the 
subdivision and sale of lots for residential development, housing construction remained minimal. 
Early commercial buildings reflected the Italian Renaissance and Italianate styles, a trend that 
continued through the early 1920s.7 Venice featured ornamental streetlights and some brick paved 
streets.8 Venice was initially extremely popular, with a reported 40,000 visitors arriving during 
opening weekend. The streetcar was important to this success, as the Venice Short Line, operated 
by the Los Angeles and Pacific Railroad (later Pacific Electric Railway) connected Los Angeles with 
Venice, Ocean Park and Santa Monica. 
 
Ocean Front Walk, first paved in Santa Monica in 1907, and originally referred to as “The 
Promenade,” functioned as a seaside boardwalk, punctuated by several piers, and lined with bath 
houses, small-scale commercial buildings, single and multi-family residences ranging from one to 
three stories in height, beach clubs, and parking lots. In its early years, wooden shade structures 
were constructed to allow visitors a break from the sun.9 Ocean Front Walk, extended from “the new 
concrete pier at Colorado Avenue, through the Seaside Terrace tract south to the Hollister Pier, 
making a continuous walk through Santa Monica, Ocean Park and Venice, rivaling the celebrated 
board walk at Atlantic City.”10 It was a major infrastructure improvement to the area. By 1955, 
according to Sanborn maps, Ocean Front Walk extended in a straight line from Santa Monica to 
Venice. 
  
By the 1920s, the course of Venice’s success began to change. Abbot Kinney died in 1920, and his 
son Thorton inherited his business. Then, one of the piers burned and was rebuilt. In 1925, after 
years of political infighting in Venice, it was consolidated into the City of Los Angeles. Maintenance 
of the canals was both difficult and costly, and most of the canals were filled and paved in 1929. The 
growing prominence of the automobile also contributed to Venice’s decline, as the narrow streets 
were not accommodating for cars, and fewer people were using streetcar lines for transportation. 
 
The decline of Venice continued throughout the mid-20th century with the closing of the Venice Pier 
in 1946, which was later demolished. Tourism was further hindered by “Blue laws” enacted by the 
City in the 1930s and 1940s that ended gambling and dancing on Sundays. In 1950, the Pacific 
Electric Railway ended the Venice Short Line route, stopping passenger service to Venice. Low 
tourism revenues sent Venice into an economic depression that continued through the 1970s. 
 
By the 1950s, declining property values led to inexpensive rents in the neighborhood, resulting in an 
influx of artists moving to the predominately working-class neighborhood of Venice. Among the 
artists who came to Venice were designers Charles and Ray Eames, whose offices were located in 
a brick warehouse at 901 Abbot Kinney Boulevard (then known as West Washington Boulevard). 
High demand for Eames furniture caused them to expand so that the office occupied the whole 
building in the late 1950s. This building remained the company’s office until 1988. 
 
Also in the late 1950s and early 1960s, counterculture artists, such as poet Allen Ginsberg, and artist 
Earl Newman began moving to the area in part because the neighborhood was viewed as accepting 
                                                           

7 The Italianate style, popular from the mid to late-19th century, was a less learned style than Italian 
Renaissance, and designs for the style were shared through pattern books. Italian Renaissance, most popular 
between 1890-1935, was more closely based on Italian buildings.  

8 The last extant example of an original streetlight exists at the corner of Cabrillo Avenue and Altair Place, 
Historic Resources Group, “SurveyLA, Venice Community Plan Area,” City of Los Angeles Office of Historic 
Resources, March 2015, 8. 

9 Historic Resources Group, “SurveyLA, Venice Community Plan Area,” City of Los Angeles Office of 
Historic Resources, March 2015, 10. 

10 “Santa Monica Gets in Line,” Los Angeles Times, October 3, 1909, V20. 



and tolerant of their lifestyle. The Venice Planning Committee, a group formed in 1961 by residents 
and business owners, reacted negatively to the emergence of the artist community, and 
recommended that the City institute more stringent building inspections with the unstated goal of 
expelling some residents by condemning buildings in which they were residing. As a result of the 
inspections, over 1,000 buildings were determined to require serious repair. A total of 550 of these 
properties were demolished because the repairs were deemed more expensive than property 
values.11 
 
Despite the economic decline, visitors still came to the Venice, though in smaller numbers, but 
increasingly for exercise rather than recreation. Weight lifting on Venice beach started in the early 
1950s, and became especially popular following the closure of Muscle Beach in Santa Monica in 
1959. In 1962, the City built a new recreation center, sports facilities, and lifeguard building to meet 
the demand for exercise related amenities.12 In 1963, Joe Gold opened the first Gold’s Gym in a 
storefront on Pacific Avenue in Venice. 
 
Constructed in 1921 on Ocean Front Walk, the subject property is a pre-annexation example of the 
early development of Venice as a beachfront community. Therefore, for its relationship to the 
development of the neighborhood, the subject property is eligible under Criteria 1 as representing 
the broad cultural, economic, and social history of the community of Venice. 
 
Beach tourism and recreation 
 
The height of beach tourism and recreation in the areas of Santa Monica and Venice occurred 
between 1890 and 1930. Founded in 1875, Santa Monica was originally home to a sheep ranch near 
the current northern boundary of the city. Shortly after this period, the Los Angeles and 
Independence Railroad transformed Santa Monica into an industrial area. The founders of Santa 
Monica commissioned construction of the 4,700-foot Long Wharf to transport goods that would then 
be shipped out at sea.13 By the late 1880s, the railroad industry collapsed, and land values 
declined.14 The next era of Santa Monica’s history turned toward the beach. Tourists started coming 
to staying seasonally, and in response the small group of local residents opened a general store, a 
large sleeping tent, and a grocery store.15 As the area grew, new cottages, piers, hotels, and bath 
houses were constructed to accommodate the growing number of visitors.16 
 
The piers were particularly important in the development of tourism and recreation in both Santa 
Monica and Venice. Many piers built along the coastline were specifically intended for recreational 
use, either for relatively passive activities such as sightseeing, fishing, or eating, or more active 
pursuits, such as pleasure rides, amusement arcades, and dancing. Abbot Kinney and Francis Ryan 
built the Ocean Park Pier, at the foot of Pier Avenue north of Venice in the 1890s. Kinney later 
erected the Venice Pier at the end of Windward Avenue in 1905. Several other piers were 
constructed in both Santa Monica and Venice, including the Lick, Sunset, and Bristol Piers. The 
height of pier construction and tourism was the 1910s, when up to eight piers existed. Eventually all 
the piers were either damaged or destroyed by storms or fire; some were rebuilt. 
 
Beach tourism and recreation declined as a result of the Great Depression and World War II, and by 
postwar, consumer preferences for recreation had changed. In 1946, the City Department of Parks 
and Recreation chose not to renew the Venice Pier permit and it was later demolished.17 In 1950, 
the Ocean Park Pier was the only amusement pier extant south of the Santa Monica Municipal Pier.  
                                                           

11 Historic Resources Group, “SurveyLA, Venice Community Plan Area,” City of Los Angeles Office of 
Historic Resources, March 2015, 16. 

12 Ibid. 
13 Architectural Resources Group and Historic Resources Group, “Santa Monica Historic Resources 

Inventory Draft Historic Context Statement,” City of Santa Monica, 2017, 25. 
14 Ibid., 26. 
15 Architectural Resources Group and Historic Resources Group, “Santa Monica Historic Resources 

Inventory Draft Historic Context Statement,” City of Santa Monica, 2017, 136. 
16 Ibid, 137. 
17 Santa Monica Beach: A Collector’s Pictorial History, 47. 



 
In an effort to bring back tourists who had abandoned the piers in favor of Disneyland, the Los 
Angeles Turf Club and Columbia Broadcasting System (CBS), joined together in 1956 to create a 
new amusement park on the Ocean Park Pier. “Pacific Ocean Park” opened in July 1958, and had 
first-week sales that exceeded Disneyland.18 Despite the early success of this amusement park, by 
1965, urban renewal projects in Santa Monica made it difficult to travel to the park. Pacific Ocean 
Park filed for bankruptcy and closed in 1967.19 Today, the Santa Monica Municipal Pier is the only 
extant amusement pier in the area, and has continually supported many of the same attractions. The 
Venice Fishing Pier, built in 1965, has been rebuilt over time as a result of storm damage, and 
remains extant today, though lacking the activities of Santa Monica Municipal Pier to the north.20 
 
Ocean Front Walk, once a boardwalk that spanned uninterrupted from Santa Monica to Venice is 
now broken up into sections between the two locations. In Santa Monica, Ocean Front Walk is a 
curvilinear pedestrian way that spans from the Santa Monica Municipal Pier to Bicknell Avenue, 
where it is interrupted by two parking lots and Dorothy Green Park. However, in Venice, Ocean Front 
Walk still functions as a complete, uninterrupted, linear pedestrian way that continues for 
approximately two and a half miles from Barnard Way, the northern City boundary, to Marina Del 
Rey, the southern City boundary. 
 
Despite no longer having an amusement pier, tourism remains a major industry in Venice, and it is 
reportedly the second most popular tourist destination in southern California after Disneyland.21 The 
subject property was constructed for tourists, and continues to be an integral part of the tourism 
industry, through its operation as a beachfront hotel on Ocean Front Walk. Therefore, in the context 
of beach tourism and recreation, the subject property is eligible for designation under Criterion 1 as 
representing the broad cultural, economic, and social history of the community of Venice. 
 
Apartment Hotels 
 
Like greater Los Angeles, one of the ways Venice met the need to house both permanent residents 
and tourists was through construction of hotels, apartment hotels, and apartment houses. The 
construction of hotels in Los Angeles began during the real estate boom of the 1880s. Early hotels 
were constructed Downtown, to serve people arriving by train, were typically two to five stories tall, 
and featured ground floor retail and shared bathrooms.22  
 
The concept of hotels having guestrooms that featured small kitchens began the early 1900s. The 
first hotel rooms to have kitchens typically had a full-sized sink, an icebox or refrigerator, and a hot 
plate and warming oven, if not a full stove. By the 1920s these spaces were termed “kitchenettes,” 
and were approximately six by eight feet.23 Also by the 1920s, hotel guestrooms had private 
bathrooms, a luxury afforded by improvements in ventilation, which allowed for windowless 
bathrooms.24 
 
In the SurveyLA “Commercial Development, Hotels, 1890-1980” context, an apartment hotel “is 
defined as a hotel containing a room, or more commonly a suite of rooms, which includes facilities 
for dining and some form of food preparation.”25 It typically provided common spaces and 
housekeeping, like a hotel.  
 

                                                           
18 Santa Monica Beach: A Collector’s Pictorial History, 47 
19 Ibid. 
20 Gordan Dillow, Mathias Chazanov, “Standing Firm: Area Piers Survive the Ravages of Time and Tide to 

Enjoy a New Wave of Renovation,” Los Angeles Times, December 11, 1994. 
21 According to the Venice Chamber of Commerce, http://venicechamber.net/visitors/about-venice/. 
22 Daniel Prosser, “SurveyLA Citywide Historic Context Statement, Commercial Development, 1859-

1980/Hotels, 1870-1980 Draft,” City of Los Angeles Office of Historic Resources, August 2016, 7. 
23 Ibid., 61. 
24 Ibid., 15. 
25 Daniel Prosser, “SurveyLA Citywide Historic Context Statement, Commercial Development, 1859-

1980/Hotels, 1870-1980 Draft,” City of Los Angeles Office of Historic Resources, August 2016, 61. 



As stated by Columbia University professor, Gwendolyn Wright, in Building the Dream: A Social 
History of Housing in America, apartment houses were commonly interchangeably referred to as 
apartment hotels, as they often provided guests with communal areas and facilities while offering 
guests the option to stay for a range of time (i.e. daily, weekly, monthly). This is evidenced by the 
Breeze Hotel (1930), which was identified in SurveyLA as an individual resource as a hotel, and 
listed as an “Apartment” on Sanborn maps. 
 
In Venice, apartment hotels were constructed to accommodate tourists. Most extant examples were 
constructed between the 1910s and 1930s. Aside from the subject property, these include the 
Phoenix House (1913), The Potter (1912), Walker Arms (1928), and Ames Apartments (1913). In 
addition, hotels along Ocean Front Walk in Venice include Hotel Waldorf (1913), King George Hotel 
(1912), and Cadillac Hotel (1914). Each of these properties contributed to Venice being a popular 
tourist destination in the early 20th century. 
 
While many apartment hotels in Los Angeles featured upwards of 100 units, in Venice these 
buildings, including the subject property, were typically smaller buildings, and were less likely to 
have common areas. Apartment hotels were popular throughout the 1910s and 1920s, and waned in 
popularity beginning with the Great Depression. Following the Great Depression and World War II, 
this building type was replaced with motels, which were typically one to two stories, as this building 
type was more compatible with the automobile. The decline of this building type in Venice is 
concurrent with the overall decline in beach tourism during the late 20th century, influenced by the 
end of streetcar transportation and the rise of the automobile.  
 
The subject property is an excellent example of an extant apartment hotel in Venice. Therefore, the 
subject property is eligible under Criteria 1 as representing the broad cultural, economic, and social 
history of the community of Venice. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Constructed in 1921 on Ocean Front Walk, the subject property is a pre-annexation example of the 
early development of Venice as a beachfront community. The subject property was constructed for 
tourists, and continues to be an integral part of the tourism industry, through its operation as a 
beachfront hotel. As an excellent example of an apartment hotel where tourists could stay daily, 
weekly, or monthly, the subject property represents the building type in Venice. Therefore, for its 
association with the history of Venice, the development of beach tourism and recreation, and as an 
example as an apartment hotel, the subject property is eligible under Criteria 1 as an Historic-
Cultural Monument. 
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Image 2:  West elevation, northwest corner, view southeast (Chattel, 2017) 

Image 1:  West elevation (primary facade), view east (Chattel, 2017) 
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Image 4:  North elevation, view southeast (Chattel, 2017) 

Image 3:  West elevation, southwest corner, view northwest (Chattel, 2017) 
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Image 6:  East elevation, view southwest (Chattel, 2017) 

Image 5:  North elevation, view southwest (Chattel, 2017) 
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Image 8:  Southeast corner, view northwest (Chattel, 2017) 

Image 7:  East elevation, view northwest (Chattel, 2017) 
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Image 10:  West elevation, detail of overpainted face brick (Chattel, 2017) 

Image 9:  West elevation, recessed central entryway, view northeast (Chattel, 
2017) 
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Image 12:  West elevation, recessed central entryway, view northeast (Chattel, 2017) 

Image 11:  West elevation, wood door to fire escape, view northwest (Chattel, 2017)
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Image 14:  First floo , typical hallway, view east (Chattel, 2017) 

Image 13:  West elevation, recessed central entryway, view northeast (Chattel, 
2017) 
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Image 16:  First floo , front office, view east (Chattel, 2017

Image 15:  First floo , front office, view southwest (Chattel, 2017
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Image 18:  First floo , elevator door (Chattel, 2017)

Image 17:  First floo , front office, view west (Chattel, 2017
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Image 20:  First floo , mailboxes, view east (Chattel, 2017) 

Image 19:  Elevator cab interior (Chattel, 2017) 
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Image 22:  First to second floor stairwell, view northeast (Chattel, 2017

Image 21:  First floo , mechanical closet door (Chattel, 2017) 



Attachment A: Contemporary Photographs

417 Ocean Front Walk

Chattel, Inc. | Historic Preservation Consultants

Image 24:  Third floo , typical guestroom door (Chattel, 2017)

Image 23:  Second to first floor stairwell, view north (Chattel, 2017
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Image 26:  Fourth floo , typical guestroom (Chattel, 2017) 

Image 25:  Fourth floo , typical guestroom (Chattel, 2017) 
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Image 28:  Fourth floo , bathroom, typical guestroom (Chattel, 2017) 

Image 27:  Fourth floo , closet, typical guestroom (Chattel, 2017) 
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Image 29:  Fourth floo , larger guestroom kitchen and living area (Chattel, 2017) 

Image 30:  Roof level, laundry room (Chattel, 2017) 
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Image 31:  Roof-deck, view west (Chattel, 2017) 

Image 32:  Roof-deck, view north (Chattel, 2017) 
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Image 33:  Roof, parapet, view north (Chattel, 2017) 

Image 34:  Roof, parapet and fire escape, view south (Chattel, 2017
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Image 35:  Roof, view east (Chattel, 2017) 

Image 36:  Typical seismic reinforcement in stairwell (Chattel, 2017) 
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Image 37:  Typical detail of seismic reinforcement in stairwell  (Chattel, 2017) 

Image 38:  Basement, mechanical equipment (Chattel, 2017) 
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Image 39:  Basement, mechanical equipment (Chattel, 2017)

THIS SPACE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK.



Attachment B: Historic Photographs

417 Ocean Front Walk 
Los Angeles, California



THIS SPACE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK.



Attachment B: Historic Photographs

417 Ocean Front Walk

Chattel, Inc. | Historic Preservation Consultants

Image 40:  Subject property outlined in red, north elevation, view southeast, original cornice and 
exposed brick visible  (UCLA Air Photo Archives, 1926) 

Image 41:  Subject property, south elevation, view north, original cornice and exposed brick visible 
(UCLA Air Photo Archives, 1927) 
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Image 42:  Subject property, original cornice visible (Huntington Digital 
Library, Ernest Marquez Collection, 1929)
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Image 43:  Subject property, southwest corner, view northeast (UCLA Air Photo Archives, 1941) 
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Image 44:  Subject property, west elevation, cornice removed 
(Carl Lambert, 1997)
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Image 45:  Subject property, west elevation, contemporary 
cornice visible (unknown, post-1997)
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Image 46:  Subject property outlined in red, Venice context, view northeast (UCLA Air Photo Archives, 
1926) 
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Image 47:  Subject property outlined in red, Venice context, view northeast (UCLA Air Photo Archives, 
1927) 
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Image 48:  Subject property outlined in red, Venice context, view northeast (UCLA Air Photo Archives, 
1941) 
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Image 49:  Venice beach context (Los Angeles Public Library Photo Collection, 1920) 
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Image 50:  Muscle beach, Venice beach context (Los Angeles Public Library Photo Collection, 1948) 
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Image 51:  Venice pier, view south (Los Angeles Public Library Photo Collection, 1950) 
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Image 52:  Apartment hotels, Ocean Front Walk (Los Angeles Public Library Photo Collection, 1921) 



Attachment B: Historic Photographs

417 Ocean Front Walk

Chattel, Inc. | Historic Preservation Consultants

Image 53:  1932 “Greater Los Angeles: the wonder city of America” tourist map showing Santa 
Monica and Venice pleasure piers, (Library of Congress)
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Image 54:  Aerial photograph of pleasure piers along Santa Monica and Venice coast, 1921 
(Santa Monica Beach by Ernest Marquez)
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Image 55:  Earliest available building permit, 1926 permit for fire escape (page 1 
of 2)
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Image 56:  1926 permit for fire escape (page 2 of 2)
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Image 57:  1934 permit for removing existing gravel and applying a new composite 
roof (page 1 of 2)



Attachment C: Permit Research 
417 Ocean Front Walk

Chattel, Inc. | Historic Preservation Consultants

Image 58:  1934 permit for removing existing gravel and applying a new composite 
roof (page 2 of 2)
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Image 59:  1935 permit for miscellaneous patching of plaster, and adjusting doors 
and windows (page 1 of 2)
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Image 60:  1935 permit for miscellaneous patching of plaster, and adjusting doors 
and windows (page 2 of 2)
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Image 61:  1935 permit to install used elevator in existing plaster shaft, new 
elevator pit and plaster walls of penthouse (page 1 of 2)
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Image 62:  1935 permit to install used elevator in existing plaster shaft, new 
elevator pit and plaster walls of penthouse (page 2 of 2)
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Image 63:  1937 permit for refacing mortar joints (page 1 of 2)
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Image 64:  1937 permit for refacing mortar joints (page 2 of 2)



Attachment C: Permit Research 
417 Ocean Front Walk

Chattel, Inc. | Historic Preservation Consultants

Image 65:  1937 permit for reroofing with composite shingles (page 1 of 2)
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Image 66:  1937 permit for reroofing with composite shingles (page 2 of 2)
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Image 67:  1939 permit for repairs to fire escape (page 1 of 2) 
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Image 68:  1939 permit for repairs to fire escape (page 2 of 2) 
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Image 69:  1940 permits for repairing roof around elevator shaft and recoat walls with 
ashpalt (page 1 of 2) 
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Image 70:  1940 permits for repairing roof around elevator shaft and recoat walls with 
ashpalt (page 2 of 2) 
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Image 71:  1952 permit for parapet alteration
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Image 72:  1953 permit for various interior wall and window work
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Image 73:  1958 permit for sandblasting
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Image 74:  1966 Certificate of Occupancy
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Image 75:  1988 permit for seismic (Division 88) work (page 1 of 3)
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Image 76:  1988 permit for seismic (Division 88) work (page 2 of 3)
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Image 77:  1988 permit for seismic (Division 88) work (page 3 of 3)
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Image 78:  1991 permit for installing gunite and to anchor brick veneer (page 1 of 
2)



Attachment C: Permit Research 
417 Ocean Front Walk

Chattel, Inc. | Historic Preservation Consultants

Image 79:  1991 permit for installing gunite and to anchor brick veneer (page 2 of 
2)
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Image 80:  1995 permit for earthquake damage repair, unreinforced masonry crack 
repair, gunite to east elevation (four stories) (page 1 of 5)
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Image 81:  1995 permit for earthquake damage repair, unreinforced masonry crack 
repair, gunite to east elevation (four stories) (page 2 of 5)
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Image 82:  1995 permit for earthquake damage repair, unreinforced masonry crack 
repair, gunite to east elevation (four stories) (page 3 of 5)
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Image 83:  1995 permit for earthquake damage repair, unreinforced masonry crack 
repair, gunite to east elevation (four stories) (page 4 of 5)
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Image 84:  1995 permit for earthquake damage repair, unreinforced masonry crack 
repair, gunite to east elevation (four stories) (page 5 of 5)
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Image 85:  1999 permit to reroof with 3 ply cap sheet over existing roof (page 1 of 2)
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Image 86:  1999 permit to reroof with 3 ply cap sheet over existing roof (page 2 of 2)
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Image 87:  2000 permit for window supports (page 1 of 2)
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Image 88:  2000 permit for window supports (page 2 of 2)



Attachment D: Directory Research

417 Ocean Front Walk 
Los Angeles, California



THIS SPACE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK.



Attachment D: Directory Research

417 Ocean Front Walk

Chattel, Inc. | Historic Preservation Consultants

Image 59:  1923 Directory
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Image 60:  1936 Directory

Image 61:  1938 Directory
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Image 62:  1928 Los Angeles Times article
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Image 63:  c1950 Sanborn Map
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City of Los Angeles
Department of City Planning

 
6/6/2018

PARCEL PROFILE REPORT
 Address/Legal Information

 PIN Number 109-5A141 138

 Lot/Parcel Area (Calculated) 4,814.4 (sq ft)

 Thomas Brothers Grid PAGE 671 - GRID G5

 Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 4286029004

 Tract GOLDEN BAY TRACT

 Map Reference M B 2-15

 Block BLK 4

 Lot 247

 Arb (Lot Cut Reference) None

 Map Sheet 109-5A141

 Jurisdictional Information

 Community Plan Area Venice

 Area Planning Commission West Los Angeles

 Neighborhood Council Venice

 Council District CD 11 - Mike Bonin

 Census Tract # 2734.02

 LADBS District Office West Los Angeles

 Planning and Zoning Information

 Special Notes None

 Zoning R3-1

 Zoning Information (ZI) ZI-2406 Director's Interpretation of the Venice SP for Small Lot
Subdivisio

  ZI-2471 Coastal Zone

 General Plan Land Use Medium Residential

 General Plan Note(s) Yes

 Hillside Area (Zoning Code) No

 Specific Plan Area Los Angeles Coastal Transportation Corridor

      Subarea None

 Specific Plan Area Venice Coastal Zone

      Subarea North Venice

 Special Land Use / Zoning None

 Design Review Board No

 Historic Preservation Review No

 Historic Preservation Overlay Zone None

 Other Historic Designations None

 Other Historic Survey Information None

 Mills Act Contract None

 CDO: Community Design Overlay None

 CPIO: Community Plan Imp. Overlay None

      Subarea None

 CUGU: Clean Up-Green Up None

 NSO: Neighborhood Stabilization Overlay No

 POD: Pedestrian Oriented Districts None

 SN: Sign District No

 Streetscape No

 Adaptive Reuse Incentive Area None

 Affordable Housing Linkage Fee

PROPERTY ADDRESSES

417 S OCEAN FRONT WALK

 

ZIP CODES

90291

 

RECENT ACTIVITY

CHC-2018-3235-HCM

ENV-2018-3236-CE

DIR-2008-4703-DI

 

CASE NUMBERS

CPC-24819

CPC-2014-1456-SP

CPC-2005-8252-CA

CPC-2000-4046-CA

CPC-1998-119

CPC-1987-648-ICO

CPC-1986-824-GPC

CPC-1984-226-SP

CPC-1975-25560

CPC-1972-24385

CPC-17631

ORD-175694

ORD-175693

ORD-172897

ORD-172019

ORD-168999

ORD-164844-SA930

ORD-146323

ORD-130337

DIR-2014-2824-DI

ZA-2015-629-CDP-ZV-ZAA-SPP-MEL

ENV-2015-630-ND

ENV-2014-1458-EIR-SE-CE

ENV-2005-8253-ND

ENV-2004-2691-CE

ENV-2002-6836-SP

ENV-2001-846-ND

ED-73-307-ZC

ED-75-206-SUD-CA

 

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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      Residential Market Area High

      Non-Residential Market Area High

 Transit Oriented Communities (TOC) Not Eligible

 CRA - Community Redevelopment Agency None

 Central City Parking No

 Downtown Parking No

 Building Line None

 500 Ft School Zone No

 500 Ft Park Zone Active: Venice Beach

 Assessor Information

 Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 4286029004

 Ownership (Assessor)  

      Owner1 VENICE SUITES LLC C/O C/O CARL J LAMBERT

      Address 2  BREEZE AVE UNIT 101
VENICE CA 90291

 Ownership (Bureau of Engineering, Land
Records)

 

      Owner JMA PROPERTIES, INC. (ET AL)

      Address 4582 E KINGWOOD DR. #207
KINGWOOD TX 77345

 APN Area (Co. Public Works)* 0.113 (ac)

 Use Code 0500 - Residential - Five or More Units or Apartments (Any
Combination) - 4 Stories or Less

 Assessed Land Val. $2,701,614

 Assessed Improvement Val. $393,078

 Last Owner Change 09/23/1999

 Last Sale Amount $2,291,522

 Tax Rate Area 67

 Deed Ref No. (City Clerk) 670597

  6-209

  278571

  2078354

  1-767

  0-651

 Building 1  

      Year Built 1921

      Building Class CX

      Number of Units 32

      Number of Bedrooms 0

      Number of Bathrooms 0

      Building Square Footage 15,240.0 (sq ft)

 Building 2 No data for building 2

 Building 3 No data for building 3

 Building 4 No data for building 4

 Building 5 No data for building 5

 Additional Information

 Airport Hazard None

 Coastal Zone Coastal Zone Commission Authority

  Dual Jurisdictional Coastal Zone

 Farmland Area Not Mapped

 Urban Agriculture Incentive Zone YES

 Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone No

 Fire District No. 1 No

 Flood Zone None

 Watercourse No

 Hazardous Waste / Border Zone Properties No

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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 Methane Hazard Site Methane Zone

 High Wind Velocity Areas No

 Special Grading Area (BOE Basic Grid Map A-
13372)

No

 Oil Wells None

 Seismic Hazards

 Active Fault Near-Source Zone  

      Nearest Fault (Distance in km) 4.42722

      Nearest Fault (Name) Santa Monica Fault

      Region Transverse Ranges and Los Angeles Basin

      Fault Type B

      Slip Rate (mm/year) 1.00000000

      Slip Geometry Left Lateral - Reverse - Oblique

      Slip Type Moderately / Poorly Constrained

      Down Dip Width (km) 13.00000000

      Rupture Top 0.00000000

      Rupture Bottom 13.00000000

      Dip Angle (degrees) -75.00000000

      Maximum Magnitude 6.60000000

 Alquist-Priolo Fault Zone No

 Landslide No

 Liquefaction Yes

 Preliminary Fault Rupture Study Area No

 Tsunami Inundation Zone Yes

 Economic Development Areas

 Business Improvement District None

 Promise Zone None

 Renewal Community No

 Revitalization Zone Venice

 State Enterprise Zone None

 Targeted Neighborhood Initiative None

 Housing

 Direct all Inquiries to Housing+Community Investment Department

      Telephone (866) 557-7368

      Website http://hcidla.lacity.org

 Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO) Yes

 Ellis Act Property No

 Public Safety

 Police Information  

      Bureau West

           Division / Station Pacific

                Reporting District 1412

 Fire Information  

      Bureau West

           Batallion 4

                District / Fire Station 63

      Red Flag Restricted Parking No

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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CASE SUMMARIES
Note: Information for case summaries is retrieved from the Planning Department's Plan Case Tracking System (PCTS) database.

Case Number: CPC-2014-1456-SP

Required Action(s): SP-SPECIFIC PLAN (INCLUDING AMENDMENTS)

Project Descriptions(s): SPECIFIC PLAN AMENDMENT

Case Number: CPC-2005-8252-CA

Required Action(s): CA-CODE AMENDMENT

Project Descriptions(s): AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING PERMANENT REGULATIONS IMPLEMENTING THE MELLO ACT IN THE COASTAL ZONE.

Case Number: CPC-2000-4046-CA

Required Action(s): CA-CODE AMENDMENT

Project Descriptions(s): 

Case Number: CPC-1998-119

Required Action(s): Data Not Available

Project Descriptions(s): 

Case Number: CPC-1987-648-ICO

Required Action(s): ICO-INTERIM CONTROL ORDINANCE

Project Descriptions(s): INTERIM CONTROL ORDINANCE FOR THE ENTIRE VENICE COASTAL ZONE WHICH WILL TEMPORARILY PERMIT ONLY
BUILDING DEVELOPMENT WHICH ISIN CONFORMANCE WITH REGULATIONS SUBSTANTIALLY BASED ON THE CALIFORNIA
COASTAL COMMISSIONS INTERPRETIVE GUIDELINES FOR THE AREA   

Case Number: CPC-1986-824-GPC

Required Action(s): GPC-GENERAL PLAN/ZONING CONSISTENCY (AB283)

Project Descriptions(s):       

Case Number: CPC-1984-226-SP

Required Action(s): SP-SPECIFIC PLAN (INCLUDING AMENDMENTS)

Project Descriptions(s): Data Not Available

Case Number: CPC-1975-25560

Required Action(s): Data Not Available

Project Descriptions(s): 

Case Number: CPC-1972-24385

Required Action(s): Data Not Available

Project Descriptions(s): 

Case Number: DIR-2014-2824-DI

Required Action(s): DI-DIRECTOR OF PLANNING INTERPRETATION

Project Descriptions(s): DIRECTOR'S INTERPRETATION OF A SPECIFIC PLAN PURSUANT TO LAMC SECTION 11.5.7.H. THE INTERPRETATION SHALL
ONLY BE APPLICABLE TO THE VENICE COASTAL SPECIFIC PLAN.

Case Number: ZA-2015-629-CDP-ZV-ZAA-SPP-MEL

Required Action(s): MEL-MELLO ACT COMPLIANCE REVIEW

 CDP-COASTAL DEVELOPMENT PERMIT

 SPP-SPECIFIC PLAN PROJECT PERMIT COMPLIANCE

 ZAA-AREA,HEIGHT,YARD,AND BLDG LINE ADJMNTS GT 20% (SLIGHT MODIFICATIONS)

 ZV-ZONE VARIANCE

Project Descriptions(s): PURSUANT TO LAMC 12.20.2, APPLICANT REQUESTS A COASTAL DEVELOPMENT PERMIT AND MELLO ACT COMPLIANCE
TO ALLOW FOR THE CHANGE OF USE FROM AN (E) 32-UNIT APT BLDG TO AN APARTMENT-HOTEL COMPRISED OF 2
DWELLING UNITS AND 30 GUEST ROOMS; AND

PURSUANT TO LAMC 12.27, APPLICANT REQUESTS A ZONE VARIANCE TO ALLOW AN APARTMENT-HOTEL IN THE R3 ZONE;
AND TO WAIVE THE REQUIREMENT TO PROVIDE A LOADING SPACE ON THE SAME LOT AS THE TRANSIENT OCCUPANCY
RESIDENTIAL BLDG; AND

PURSUANT TO LAMC 12.28, APPLICANT REQUESTS A ZONING ADMINISTRATOR'S ADJUSTMENT TO MAINTAIN (E) NON-
CONFORMING 0-FT FRONT YARD AND 3.5-FT SIDE YARD SETBACKS; AND

PURSUANT TO LAMC 11.5.7, APPLICANT REQUESTS A MAJOR PROJECT PERMIT COMPLIANCE TO ALLOW THE PROPOSED
CHANGE OF USE WITHIN THE VENICE COASTAL SPECIFIC PLAN AREA.

Case Number: ENV-2015-630-ND

Required Action(s): ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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Project Descriptions(s): PURSUANT TO LAMC 12.20.2, APPLICANT REQUESTS A COASTAL DEVELOPMENT PERMIT AND MELLO ACT COMPLIANCE
TO ALLOW FOR THE CHANGE OF USE FROM AN (E) 32-UNIT APT BLDG TO AN APARTMENT-HOTEL COMPRISED OF 2
DWELLING UNITS AND 30 GUEST ROOMS; AND

PURSUANT TO LAMC 12.27, APPLICANT REQUESTS A ZONE VARIANCE TO ALLOW AN APARTMENT-HOTEL IN THE R3 ZONE;
AND TO WAIVE THE REQUIREMENT TO PROVIDE A LOADING SPACE ON THE SAME LOT AS THE TRANSIENT OCCUPANCY
RESIDENTIAL BLDG; AND

PURSUANT TO LAMC 12.28, APPLICANT REQUESTS A ZONING ADMINISTRATOR'S ADJUSTMENT TO MAINTAIN (E) NON-
CONFORMING 0-FT FRONT YARD AND 3.5-FT SIDE YARD SETBACKS; AND

PURSUANT TO LAMC 11.5.7, APPLICANT REQUESTS A MAJOR PROJECT PERMIT COMPLIANCE TO ALLOW THE PROPOSED
CHANGE OF USE WITHIN THE VENICE COASTAL SPECIFIC PLAN AREA.

Case Number: ENV-2014-1458-EIR-SE-CE

Required Action(s): SE-STATUTORY EXEMPTIONS

 CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

 EIR-ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

Project Descriptions(s): ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

Case Number: ENV-2005-8253-ND

Required Action(s): ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project Descriptions(s): AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING PERMANENT REGULATIONS IMPLEMENTING THE MELLO ACT IN THE COASTAL ZONE.

Case Number: ENV-2004-2691-CE

Required Action(s): CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

Project Descriptions(s): SMALL LOT/TOWNHOME ORDINANCE

Case Number: ENV-2002-6836-SP

Required Action(s): SP-SPECIFIC PLAN (INCLUDING AMENDMENTS)

Project Descriptions(s): VENICE COASTAL SPECIFIC PLAN AMENDMENT prepared and adopted by the City Planning Dept. in accordance with the Coastal
Act provisions and guidelines.

Case Number: ENV-2001-846-ND

Required Action(s): ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project Descriptions(s): 

Case Number: ED-73-307-ZC

Required Action(s): ZC-ZONE CHANGE

Project Descriptions(s): Data Not Available

Case Number: ED-75-206-SUD-CA

Required Action(s): SUD-SUPPLEMENTAL USE DISTRICT ("K" DIST., "O" DISTRICT, ETC.)

 CA-CODE AMENDMENT

Project Descriptions(s): Data Not Available

 

DATA NOT AVAILABLE
CPC-24819

CPC-17631

ORD-175694

ORD-175693

ORD-172897

ORD-172019

ORD-168999

ORD-164844-SA930

ORD-146323

ORD-130337

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
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ZIMAS INTRANET 2014 Digital Color-Ortho 06/06/2018
City of Los Angeles

Department of City Planning

Address: 417 S OCEAN FRONT WALK Tract: GOLDEN BAY TRACT Zoning: R3-1

APN: 4286029004 Block: BLK 4 General Plan: Medium Residential

PIN #: 109-5A141 138 Lot: 247  

 Arb: None  

Streets Copyright (c) Thomas Brothers Maps, Inc.


	Under Consideration
	RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission:
	FINDINGS

	CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION

	Winn_Nomination

	Proposed Monument Name: Winn Apartments
	Name Description: [Original historic name]
	Associated names: Biltmore by the Sea, Venice Suites
	Street Address0: 417 South Ocean Front Walk
	Zip: 90291
	CD: 11
	Range of Addresses on Property: 
	Community Name: Venice
	Assessor Parcel Number: 4286029004
	Tract: Golden Bay
	Block: 4
	Lot: 247
	Identification cont'd: 
	Proposed Monument Type: Buil
	Additional1: 
	Additional2: 
	Year Built: 1921
	Accuracy: Factual
	Threats to Site: [None]
	ArchitectDesigner: 
	Contractor: Ivan M. Wells
	Original use: Apartment Hotel/Apartment House
	Present use: Hotel
	OriginalSite: Yes
	Style: [Italianate]
	Stories: 4
	Plan Shape: [Rectangular]
	Primary Construction Type: [Brick]
	Secondary Construction Type: [Select]
	Primary Cladding Material: [Brick]
	Secondary Cladding Material: [Select]
	Primary Shape: [Flat]
	Secondary Shape: [Select]
	Primary Roof: [Unknown]
	Secondary Roof: [Select]
	Primary Window Type: [Double-hung]
	Secondary Window Type: [Select]
	Primary Window Material: [Vinyl]
	Secondary Window Material: [Select]
	Primary Main Entry Style: [Centered]
	Secondary Main Entry Style: [Select]
	Primary Door Material: [Paneled, glazed]
	Secondary Door Material: [Select]
	AS Date 1: 
	AS Summary 1: Alterations are listed within 7. Written Descriptions, A. Proposed Monument Description 
	AS Date 2: 
	AS Summary 2: section.
	AS Date 3: 
	AS Summary 3: 
	AS Date 4: 
	AS Summary 4: 
	AS Date 5: 
	AS Summary 5: 
	AS Date 6: 
	AS Summary 6: 
	AS Date 7: 
	AS Summary 7: 
	AS Date 8: 
	AS Summary 8: 
	National Register: 
	California Register: 
	Formally eiligible: 
	HPOZ: 
	Contributing Feature: 
	Non-contributing Feature: 
	Historic Resource Survey: Yes
	Survey Name1: SurveyLA,
	Survey Name2: Venice Community Plan (2000)
	Other Historic Designation: 
	broad history: Yes
	person event: Off
	architecture: Off
	master: 
	Contact Name1: Carl Lambert
	Company1: Lambert Investments, Inc.
	Contact St Address1: 5 Westminster Ave, #101
	ContactCity1: Los Angeles
	State1: CA
	Contact Zip1: 90291
	Phone1: 310-453-9656
	Email1: carl@lambertinc.com
	Owner Supported: Yes
	Contact Name2: Carl Lambert
	Company2: Lambert Investments Inc.
	Contact St Address2: 5 Westminster Ave, #101
	ContactCity2: Los Angeles
	State2: CA 
	Contact Zip2: 90291
	Phone2: 310-453-9656
	Email2: carl@lambertinc.com
	Contact Name3: Caroline Raftery
	Company3: Chattel, Inc.
	Contact St Address3: 13417 Ventura Boulevard
	ContactCity3: Los Angeles
	State3: CA
	Contact Zip3: 91423-3938
	Phone3: 818-788-7954 x102
	Email3: caroline@chattel.us


