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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the  
 LENTO BRICK COURT 
 

REQUEST:  Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 
 

APPLICANT: Echo Park Historical Society 
 
APPLICANT’S  Charles J. Fisher 
REPRESENTATIVE:  140 S. Avenue 57 
 Los Angeles, CA  90042 
 

OWNER: D and H Management, LLC 
 c/o Dorwin Alajov, Property Manager 
 21031 Ventura Blvd. #910 
    Woodland Hills, CA 91364 
 

RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10   
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
may warrant further investigation. 

 

2. Adopt the report findings. 
 

S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP 
Director of Planning 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]     [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]    
    
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 
 
Prepared by: 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]    
 ________________________ 
Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner 
Office of Historic Resources 
 
Attachments: January 21, 2010 Historic-Cultural Monument Application 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

 
DATE: April 1, 2010 
TIME: 10:00 AM 
PLACE: City Hall, Room 1010 
 200 N. Spring Street 
 Los Angeles, CA  90012 

CASE NO.: CHC-2010-534-HCM 
         ENV-2010-640-CE 
 
Location: 1288-1292 West Sunset Blvd. 
Council District: 1 
Community Plan Area: Silver Lake-Echo Park-
Elysian Valley 
Area Planning Commission: East Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Council: Greater Echo Park 
Elysian 
Legal Description: Lot 41 of the Angeleno 
Heights Tract  
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SUMMARY 
 
Constructed in 1928 and located on Sunset Boulevard in the Echo Park area, this courtyard 
residential building demonstrates character-defining features of courtyard housing with some 
Renaissance Revival style features.  Exhibiting a “U court” plan arranged on downward slope, 
the subject property consists of five buildings, two two-story and three one-story, with two 
identical elevations containing ground-level commercial storefronts fronting Sunset Blvd.  The 
courtyard area consists of two rows of one-and two-story detached residential buildings, 
arranged around a stepped central courtyard and concrete stairwell.  A single story centrally-
placed residential building intersects the courtyard space at the summit of the subject property.  
All buildings have flat roofs with raised squared corners on the parapets topped with glazed 
white brick trim.  The exteriors of all buildings on the subject property consist of exposed 
uniform brick.  The residential entrances feature arched stonework with keystone designs and 
arched wood paneled doors.  Additional glazed brick detailing on the commercial façades 
include banding and rectangular designs.  The storefront on the western side of the front 
elevation has a black tile bulkhead and a recessed entry.  The subject building’s windows 
consist of glass and wood multi-pane casement and double hung windows.  Decorative features 
include glazed brick lentils and sills on street-facing windows and red brick lentils and sills on all 
other windows.  Additionally, windows on the main elevation have small steel basket-type 
balconies and window boxes.  
 
The proposed Lento Brick Court historic monument was designed in 1928 by Conrad Martin 
Ellington and Frank B. Chambers of the firm Ellington and Chambers.  The subject property was 
profiled in the book Courtyard Housing in Los Angeles (1992) by Stephanos Polyzoides, Roger 
Sherwood, and James Tice.     
 
Alterations to the subject property include the addition of seismic reinforcement, security bars 
and awnings as well as replacement of some windows sashes with aluminum.   A transom-style 
window band above one of the storefronts has been covered by plywood.  
 
The subject property may be significant as an example of courtyard housing with Renaissance 
Revival features as well as for its possible association with the development of Echo Park.   

 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that 
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 
















































































