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REQUEST: Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument
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APPLICANT: Mark Hadley Dillon
22702 Pacific Park Drive
Aliso Viejo, CA 92656
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140 S. Avenue 57
Los Angeles, CA 90042

RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Not take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10
because the application and accompanying photo documentation do not suggest the
submittal warrants further investigation.

2. Adopt the report findings.

VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP
Director of Planning
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Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect
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SUMMARY

The subject property was designed by architect Chauncey Fitch Killing as a church for the
Bethany Evangelical Lutheran congregation in the Gothic Revival style. The congregation
purchased the lot at the corner of Sunset Boulevard and Alexandria Avenue in 1921 and
originally built a small chapel on the site. The extant building was not completed until 1926. Clad
in a brick facade, the building has large pointed arch stained glass windows, a steeply pitched
gable roof, and a sense of verticality. Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church owned the building
until 2004.

Two maijor alterations have taken place to the exterior of the building since its construction. In
1956, a large “L” shaped addition was added to the front and eastern fagades by the firm of
Armet and Davis. The addition is very prominent on the front facade and created an exterior
foyer. It is clad in brick to match the original building but is mostly made up of large floor to
ceiling pointed arch windows. The addition has a flat roof and likely not only covered up the
original entry, but also reoriented it from a front to a side approach based on Sanborn Map
documentation. Another alteration to the building was the removal of the original bell tower in
the 1971. Today the steeple remains in the place of the bell tower.

The interior of the building includes high vaulted ceilings with wood trusses, slightly sloped hard
wood floors, arched entries, a wooden second floor balcony above the original entrance, and
choir boxes. There is also an organ console and exposed pipes and hanging throughout the
nave are multi-tiered chandeliers.

The citywide historic resources survey, SurveyLA, did not find the property eligible for listing in
the National Register of Historic Places, the California Register of Historical Resources, or as a
local Historic-Cultural Monument

C.F. Skilling (1868-1945) graduated from the University of Southern California in 1892 and
attended business school while working as a draftsman. He worked with John C. Austin and
Otto E. Neher before beginning starting his own firm. He designed a number of institutional
buildings including the Federal Bank Building in Lincoln Heights, HCM # 396, and the Immanuel
Presbyterian Church, HCM #734.

The firm of Armet and Davis, founded by Louis Armet and Eldon Davis in 1947, is well known
throughout Los Angeles for their space age Googie-styled commercial buildings, mostly
restaurants. Their work includes Johnie’s Coffee Shop, HCM #1045, Norm’s LaCienega, HCM
#1090, and Pann’s Coffee Shop. The firm did design a church in 1954, Our Lady of Peace
Catholic Church, in North Hills, but not much is known about their ecclesiastical work.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.
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DISCUSSION

The applicant argues that the building is an example of the Gothic Revival style and meets the
criterion for designation based on its architectural style. However, due to the numerous changes
to the exterior of the building it no longer retains enough integrity of the style to warrant
designation under this criteria. The bell tower, a prominent feature that once existed on the front
western corner of the building has been removed and the steeple sits where the bell tower once
was, giving the corner a lack of order and hierarchy. Additionally, the original entrance has been
enclosed by a 1954 addition that was built outside of the Period of Significance related to the
Gothic Revival style. The boxy, Mid-Century addition reorients the path of travel into the building
creating a different experience than when the entrance was approached front-on.

The building also does not meet the criterion for designation as the work of a master architect
because it has been so altered. If C.F. Skiling were considered a master architect, the
building’s lack of design integrity because of the alteration would prevent it from being an
excellent example of his work. The building is also not an example of the work of master
architectural firm Armet and Davis. The firm is renowned for its Googie style restaurants that
incorporate sharp angles, bright signage, and large expanses of glass. Little is known of their
institutional designs and the applicant does not elaborate on why the Armet and Davis addition
would be significant. Staff did identify that the firm designed the 1954, Our Lady of Peace
Catholic Church, in North Hills, but not much is known about their ecclesiastical work.

FINDINGS

Based on the facts set forth in the summary, discussion, and application, the Commission
determines that the property is not significant enough to warrant further investigation as a
potential Historic-Cultural Monument.



CITY OF LOS ANGELES
Office of Historic Resources/Cultural Heritage Commission

NOMINATION FORM

1. PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION

Proposed Monument Name: Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood Former name of property

Street Address: 4975 W. Sunset Boulevard Zip: 90027 Council District: 13

Range of Addresses on Property: 4973-79 W Sunset Bl & 5500-12 N Alexandria Ave | Community Name: Hollywood

Assessor Parcel Number: 5543-006-023 Tract: The Welch Tract Block: N/A Lot: E60.82FT 4,5&6
Proposed Monument - . Site/ Natural

[ ]
Property Type: (o) Building () Structure () Object C Open Space C Foature

2. CONSTRUCTION HISTORY & CONDITION

Year Built: 1925 (e Factual (") Estimated Threatened?: Private Development (removal of features)

Architect/Designer:  Chauncey Fitch Skilling Contractor: Owner Build

Original Use: Church Present Use: Community Center

Is the Proposed Monument on its Original Site?: (®)Yes ( 'No ( )Unknown ::/hgrc;?
3. STYLE & MATERIALS
Architectural Style: Gothic Revival Stories: 2 Plan Shape: Rectangular
FEATURE PRIMARY SECONDARY
Type: Brick Type:

CONSTRUCTION

Cladding Material:  Brick Cladding Material:

Type: Gable Type:
ROOF
Material: Composition Shingle Material:
Type: Fixed Type:  Select
WINDOWS
Material: Stained glass and lead Material:  Select
Style: Off-center Style:  Off-center
ENTRY

Material: Wood

4. HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT CRITERIA

Material: Glass

The proposed monument exemplifies the following Cultural Heritage Ordinance Criteria (Section 22.171.7):

v Reflects the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, state or community

Is identified with historic personage(s) or with important events in the main currents of national, state, or local history

/ Embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural-type specimen, inherently valuable for study of

a period, style or method of construction

A notable work of a master builder, designer, or architect whose individual genius influenced his or her age

UPDATED MARCH 2014



CITY OF LOS ANGELES
Office of Historic Resources/Cultural Heritage Commission

NOMINATION FORM

5. ALTERATION SUMMARY

List date and write a brief description of work done for major alterations. This section may also be completed on a
separate document. Be sure to include copies of building permits in the nomination packet (see Section 9. SUBMITTAL).

1. 1956 Two-story addition wrapping from front to East facade designed by Armet and Davis.

2. 1971 Bell tower removed and existing steeple placed on base after earthquake damage.

6. EXISTING HISTORIC RESOURCE IDENTIFICATION (If known)
Listed in the National Register of Historic Places
Listed in the California Register of Historical Resources
Formally determined eligible for the National and/or California Registers

() Contributing feature
Located in a Historic Preservation Overlay Zone (HPOZ)

(") Non-contributing feature

Determined eligible for national, state, or local landmark

Survey Name(s):
status by a historic resources survey(s) y (s)

Other historical or cultural resource designation(s):

7. WRITTEN STATEMENTS

This section allows you to discuss at length the significance of the proposed monument and why it should be nominated

as a Historic-Cultural Monument. Type your responses on a separate document and attach sheets to the back of this
form.

A. Proposed Monument Description — Describe the proposed monument’s physical characteristics and
relationship to its surrounding environment. Identify and describe any character-defining elements,
structures, interior spaces, or landscape features.

B. Statement of Significance — Address the proposed monument’s historic, cultural, and/or architectural
significance by discussing how it satisfies the HCM criteria selected in Section 4 (on the previous page).
You must support your argument with substantial evidence and analysis.

2 UPDATED MARCH 2014



CITY OF LOS ANGELES
Office of Historic Resources/Cultural Heritage Commission

NOMINATION FORM

8. CONTACT INFORMATION

Applicant
Name:  Mark Hadley Dillon Company:
Street Address: 22702 Pacific Park Drive City: Aliso Viejo State: CA
Zip: 92656 Phone Number: 323-331-2813 Email: mark@marktrance.com
Property Owner Is the owner in support of the nomination? (\ Yes ( INo G Unknown
Name: 4975 Sunset LLC Company: HQ Creative Office, Los Angeles
Street Address: 1801 Century Park East, Suite 1560 City: LosAngeles State: CA
Zip: 90067-2317 Phone Number:  310-280-2830 Email:

Nomination Preparer/Applicant’s Representative

Name: Charles ). Fisher Company:
Street Address: 140 S. Avenue 57 City: Highland Park State: CA
Zip: 90042 Phone Number: ~ 323-256-3593 Email: arroyoseco@hotmail.com

9. RELEASE

Please read each statement and check the corresponding boxes to indicate that you agree with the statement.
Then, electronically or physically sign the bottom portion. Either the applicant or the preparer may sign.

| acknowledge that all documents submitted will become public records under the California Public Records Act,
/ and understand that the documents will be made available upon request to members of the public for inspection
and copying.

I acknowledge that all photographs and images submitted as part of this application will become the property of
/ the City of Los Angeles, and understand that permission is granted for use of the photographs and images by the
City without any expectation of compensation.

/ I acknowledge that | have the right to submit or have obtained the appropriate permission to submit all
information contained in this application.

C h a rI es J . Digitally signed by Charles J. Fisher

DN: cn=Charles J. Fisher, o, ou,
email=arroyoseco@hotmail.com, c=US

Charles J. Fisher 12-21-15 FiSher Date: 2015.12.26 18:48:13 -08'00"

Name: Date: Signature:

3 UPDATED MARCH 2014



CITY OF LOS ANGELES
Office of Historic Resources/Cultural Heritage Commission

NOMINATION FORM

10. SUBMITTAL

When you have completed preparing your nomination, compile all materials in the order specified below. Although the entire

packet must not exceed 100 pages, you may send additional material on a CD or flash drive.

APPLICATION CHECKLIST

1. v/ Nomination Form 6. ¢ Copies of Building Permits for Major Alterations
2. | Written Statements A and B (include first construction permit)

3. Bibliography 7. ¥ Contemporary Photos

4. || Two Primary Photos of Exterior/Main Facade 8. Historical Photos

5. v Copies of Primary/Secondary Documents 9. v ZIMAS Parcel Report

Mail the Historic-Cultural Monument Submittal to the Office of
Historic Resources or email PDF to lambert.giessinger@Iacity.org

Office of Historic Resources
Department of City Planning
200 N. Spring Street, Room 620
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Phone: 213.978.1200
Website: preservation.lacity.org

UPDATED MARCH 2014



Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood
Architectural Description

This asymmetrical Gothic-style church is constructed of unreinforced brick
punctuated with various leaded stained glass windows on the front and side
facades. A two-story addition begins at the front entry and wraps around the
Southeast corner of the building, dominated with three large Gothic shaped
windows denoted by squared metal bands.

The Gothic arched windows are of leaded stained glass, using a faded design in the
background glass to simulate age. They are on the front facade, both sides of the
sanctuary as well as the nave, with back lighting.

The entry is at the top of the front steps facing to the West with the Modernist
entry foyer paved in white tiles. A set of aluminum and glass doors lead into the
original foyer, which is paved in black slate tiles, leading through a set of modern
sliding doors into the sanctuary.

The sanctuary has a slightly sloped hardwood floor and a vaulted ceiling with
numerous dark wooden trusses, arched entries a wooden balcony at the rear and
choir boxes to the front along the Eastern and Western walls. Stained wainscoting
at the rear of the nave. An organ console is to the front of the East choir box with
the organ pipes are set to the right of nave in an arched opening. The pulpit is on a
raised stage area that is at the front of the nave. The sanctuary is lit by four multi-
tiered brass chandeliers. Additional lighting is supplied by conical steel shaded
lights below the base of each of the roof trusses.



Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood
4975 Sunset Boulevard
Significance Statement

Built in 1926, this Gothic Style sanctuary was designed by the architect Chauncey
Fitch Skilling, who was well known for his many ecclesiastical designs during the
early decades of the 20th Century. The building also has a large foyer addition to
the front and East corner that was designed by the firm of Armét and Davis in
1956.

The Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church was originally established in 1914 with
thirteen members on January 18th of that year, conducting their first service on
April 4th at Hollywood and Vine and then being formally organized in October,
meeting until 1918 at 1702 N. Vermont Avenue. The congregation then bought a
lot on Fountain Avenue. The land at the Northeast corner of Sunset Boulevard and
Alexandria Avenue was purchased by the congregation in 1921 and a small chapel
was built, where the congregation met until the new building was dedicated on
April 11, 1926.

The church was first established under the Missouri Lutheran Synod to serve a
growing number of German speaking Lutherans in the Hollywood area. By 1918,
following the United State entrance into World War I, the name was incorporated
as Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood and the services were all changed to
the English language.

The congregation retained the architect C. F. Skilling to design a new edifice
which could bold about 500 worshipers. Skilling was born in Manchester Illinois
on December 7, 1868. The family relocated to Los Angeles in 1886 and he
graduated from the State Normal School (now Los Angeles High School), after
which he attended the University of Southern California, graduating in 1892. He
then attended business school while working as a draftsman, eventually teaming up
with the architect John C. Austin and later entering in to a partnership with Otto E.
Neher before beginning his solo career.

Skilling designed a number of churches, including Immanuel Presbyterian Church
(HCM No. 743) where he also supervised construction in 1921. He also did a
number of commercial buildings including the Federal Bank Building (HCM No.
396) in Lincoln Heights.



It is possible that Skilling oversaw the construction of the Bethany Church as he
did with the Immanuel Church. The attention to detail, such as the use of the
"English Bond" brick pattern throughout the facade, with a row of header bricks
every other row are typical of the architects work. Residing at 1051 S. Lucerne
Boulevard, he died of pneumonia at the age of 78 on February 14, 1945.

An addition was done in 1956 adding a new foyer to the front of the building.
Designed by the architectural firm of Armét and Eldon Davis.

Born in St. Louis, Missouri on October 26, 1914, Louis Logue Armét moved to
Los Angeles, California at the age of thirteen, where he attended Los Angeles High
School, Loyola University, and the USC School of Architecture. From 1941 to
1943, he worked for the Navy Department of Design at Pearl Harbor, followed by
a three-year hitch with the Seabees. He received his architect license in 1946.

Eldon Davis was born in Anacortes, Washington on February 2, 1917. After
moving to Los Angeles to attend school, he worked at a fish cannery while
attending the University of Southern California.” He created a new design for the
fish cannery as an architectural student, a design that was later built. Davis earned

a bachelor's degree in architecture from the University of Southern California in
1942.

In 1947, Armét and Davis opened their architectural firm. Together, the architects
used their firm and its designs to champion Googie architecture, especially in
California.""’ The firm exists today as Armet Davis Newlove Architecture and is
headquartered in Santa Monica, California.

The firm designed such iconic restaurants as Johnie's Coffee Shop (HCM No.
1045), a number of iconic Norms Restaurants, including the one on La Cienega
Boulevard (HCM No. 1090), as well as a number of Prebbles Restaurants. One of
their most famous designs was that of Panns coffee shop and its neon sign in
Westchester, Los Angeles. Armét and Davis also designed the early prototypes for
local Big Boy and Denny's restaurants in Los Angeles. The older buildings on the
Fullerton campus of Hope International University also display Armét and Davis 's
classic Googie style

The addition on the Bethany Church is a rare one for a firm that started out
expecting to work in industrial architecture following their graduation from USC.
However, their plans changed thanks to the post-war construction boom in
Southern California following World War II. Along with restaurants, they began
designing structures geared towards a growing population, including nurseries,
country clubs, banks and bowling alleys.



Armét died in Los Angeles at the age of 66. Davis passed away in West Hills on
April 22, 2011 at the age of 94.

Even though the addition has a Modernst style, Armét and Davis took a number of
clues from Skilling's original design, copying the shape of the original stained glass
windows in the three large front windows and the new West facing entry. They
also continued Skilling's English Bond brick pattern in the addition.

Other than the addition, the only other major change to the design occurred after
the bell tower was damaged on February 9, 1971 by the Sylmar Earthquake. The
congregation retained structural engineer Leonard Elgenson to remove the belfry
and reattach the original steeple. A similar operation was done at the same time on
The Church of the Angels in Garvanza (Pasadena Monument No. 9). That tower
was later restored to its original design in the 1990s.

In 1948, the church built an education building to the rear on an adjoining lot at
1518 N. Alexandria Avenue in 1948. That concrete block building has classroom
spaces at the front and a full gymnasium at the rear.

The congregation was under the pastorate of Reverend George Witte beginning in
1921, when the property was purchased for the building. Witte was well known
for his sermons, a number of which were cited in the Los Angeles Times. He was
to remain as the church's pastor for the next thirty years, until his sudden death on
March 10, 1951 at the age of 54.

The new pastor, Rev. Herbert H. Borchers, was installed the following October.
The congregation continued to prosper over the next few decades, but by the
1990s, they were beginning to feel the loss of members that many other more
traditional congregations were experiencing with the growing secularization of
society. The expense of redoing the roof in 2001 cut into the churches finances
leaving the dwindling congregation in a position of eventually having to either sell
the building or to disband.

On January 7, 2004 the congregation did the latter and the assets, including
ownership of the two buildings were transferred to the Pacific Southwest District
of the Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod in Irvine, California.

On July 1st of that year, the property was deeded to the Calling Mission Church.
The small Evangelical denomination originally filed incorporation papers in
California on July 16, 1990. Their ownership of the Bethany sanctuary only lasted



3%, years, with them selling the buildings to Yung T. Choi on January 2, 2008.
The Calling Mission Church presently has three active congregations in Los
Angeles, according to the California Secretary of State.

On December 17, 2012, it was transferred to the Full Grace Church, headed by
Hyung K. Choi. The Korean language Christian church specialized in mission
outreach under the Jesus Vision World Mission. Their congregation used the
buildings until December 3, 2014, when they were sold to 4975 Sunset LLC,
which has presented plans to convert the building into office space. However their
current plans call for the removal of the historic stained glass windows, painting
the historic sanctuary woodwork white and replacing the historic lighting fixtures,
all important character defining features of the building.

Currently the buildings are being used for community outreach, art shows, concerts
and special events.

The Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood meets the criteria for Historic
Cultural Monument as an architectural type specimen of a Gothic Revival church
building with an important Modernist addition. It is also significant as an
important example of the work of master church architect C. F. Skilling and the
addition by master Modernist architects Armét and Davis.
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Assessor Information

Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5543006024
APN Area (Co. Public Works)* 0.258 (ac)
Use Code 7100 - Church
Assessed Land Val. $3,060,000
Assessed Improvement Val. $765,000
Last Owner Change 12/03/14
Last Sale Amount $3,750,037
Tax Rate Area 8827
Deed Ref No. (City Clerk) 643
38738
37838
2731-32
1686018
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Year Built 1925
Building Class CX
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Building 3 No data for building 3
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Region Los Angeles Blind Thrusts
Fault Type B
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Rupture Top 3.00000000
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Landslide No
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Liquefaction No
Preliminary Fault Rupture Study Area No
Tsunami Inundation Zone No
Economic Development Areas

Business Improvement District None

Promise Zone Yes

Renewal Community No

Revitalization Zone Central City

State Enterprise Zone LOS ANGELES STATE ENTERPRISE ZONE
Targeted Neighborhood Initiative None

Public Safety

Police Information

Bureau Central
Division / Station Northeast
Reporting District 1151
Fire Information
Division
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District / Fire Station 35
Red Flag Restricted Parking No
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CASE SUMMARIES

Note: Information for case summaries is retrieved from the Planning Department's Plan Case Tracking System (PCTS) database.

Case Number:
Required Action(s):

Project Descriptions(s):

Case Number:
Required Action(s):

Project Descriptions(s):

Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):

Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):

Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):

Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):

Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):

CPC-2000-1976-SP
SP-SPECIFIC PLAN (INCLUDING AMENDMENTS)

A PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING THE PROPOSED VERMONT/WESTERN TRANSIT ORIENTED DISTRICT NEIGHBORHOOD
AND SPECIFIC PLAN ORDINANCE.

CPC-1986-831-GPC
GPC-GENERAL PLAN/ZONING CONSISTENCY (AB283)

HOLLYWOOD COMMUNITY PLAN REVISION/GENERAL PLAN CONSISTENCY PLAN AMENDMENT, ZONE CHANGES AND
HEIGHT DISTRICT CHANGES

DIR-2015-2615-SPP
SPP-SPECIFIC PLAN PROJECT PERMIT COMPLIANCE

PURSUANT TO SECTION 11.5.7 OF THE LAMC, THE APPLICANT REQUESTS A SPECIFIC PLAN PROJECT PERMIT
COMPLIANCE AS REQUIRED PER SECTION 5(A) OF THE VERMONT/WESTERN TRANSIT ORIENTED DISTRICT SPECIFIC
PLAN.

DIR-2008-1086-SPP
SPP-SPECIFIC PLAN PROJECT PERMIT COMPLIANCE

SPECIFIC PLAN PROJECT COMPLIANCE FOR INTERIOR REMODEL AND UPGRADE OF BATHROOM FACILITIES,
VOLUNTEERS OF AMERICA SHELTER.

ENV-2015-2616-CE
CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

PURSUANT TO SECTION 11.5.7 OF THE LAMC, THE APPLICANT REQUESTS A SPECIFIC PLAN PROJECT PERMIT
COMPLIANCE AS REQUIRED PER SECTION 5(A) OF THE VERMONT/WESTERN TRANSIT ORIENTED DISTRICT SPECIFIC
PLAN.

ENV-2008-1087-CE
CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

SPECIFIC PLAN PROJECT COMPLIANCE FOR INTERIOR REMODEL AND UPGRADE OF BATHROOM FACILITIES,
VOLUNTEERS OF AMERICA SHELTER.

ENV-2000-1978-ND
ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION
Data Not Available

DATA NOT AVAILABLE

ORD-173799
ORD-173749
ORD-164695
ORD-129944
AFF-6621
AFF-4920

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org

(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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Chauncey Fitch Skilling - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chauncey_Fitch_Skilling

Chauncey Fitch Skilling

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Chauncey Fitch Skilling (1868-1945) was a Los Angeles, California, architect who was also a member of that city's school
board and of its city council.

Personal

Skilling was born on December 7, 1868, in Manchester, Illinois, the son of Josiah Hamilton

Skilling of Ireland and Margaret Lucy Thompson of Athens, Ohio. His brothers were Edward H.,
William T. and Robert P. Coming to Los Angeles in 1886, he attended Los Angeles State Normal
School and the University of Southern California (1892), followed by a year at a business college

(1893).[11121(3]
He was a Presbyterian and a Republican.!!]

Residing at 1051 S. Lucerne Boulevard, he died of pneumonia at the age of 78 on February 14,
1945. Skilling was survived by brothers William T. of San Diego, California, and Robert P. of
Newark, New Jersey.[2] [2]
Skilling

Architecture

His first recorded job was as a draftsman around 1892-94. Before going into
business for himself as an architect, he was a partner of John C. W. Austin and later

of Otto E. Neher.[1[2113114]

Skilling "designed and supervised construction of Immanuel Presbyterian Church

and of dozens of other churches and schools in Southern California."?! Some of
these, either planned or completed, were:

m Residence for W. W. Richardson on Occidental Boulevard (with Otto E
Neher), in an English renaissance style, "with simple lines in the design of the Richardson residence, 1909
half timbers as well as the roof line." The lower story had a "large reception
room, living rooms, library, den, dining room, kitchen and servants' room."
The upper floor had four bedrooms, a dressing room and bathrooms. There
was a furnace, automatic water heater and "all latest conveniences."[]

m White glazed marble and tile building on North Broadway near Avenue 22 in
Lincoln Heights, Los Angeles, (with Otto E Neher) featuring a "very pretty
cupola skylight of stained glass" for the Federal Bank.[%!l7] Los Angeles

Historical-Cultural Monument No. 396. Hotel planned at Fifth and Olive,

= $400,000 Auditorium Hotel, on a 60x169-foot lot on the northwest corner of 1910

Olive and Fifth Streets for oilman R.D. Wade, in modern classic design, seven
stories and a basement, facing the Temple Auditorium (never built). It was planned with a lobby, a "ladies' parlor,"
two passenger elevators, a freight elevator and a sidewalk elevator (with Otto E Neher). There were to be 145 rooms,

"hot and cold water and a bath room for every two rooms." A "modern cafe" was planned for the basement.!8!

m Three-story apartment house on Sixth Street near Burlington Avenue for L.B. Cohn, with "24 rooms divided into 45
apartments with private baths, steam heat, wall beds, vacuum cleaning system, freight elevator, plumbing and electric

fixtures (with Otto E Neher).[°!
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m First Presbyterian Church, Santa Monica, 1921. "The church was planned to seat 1,100
at its opening."[10]

m Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood, 4975 W. Sunset Boulevard, 1925. The
church was dedicated on April 11, 1926. ["To Dedicate New Church" Los Angeles

Times, April 10, 1926, Page A2] [11]

» Immanuel Presbyterian Church #2, Los Angeles, Los Angeles Historical-Cultural
Monument No. 743[12]

Public service

Skilling served on the Board of Education in 1900-02 and was a member of the Los Angeles Immanuel Presbyterian

City Council in 1902-04.[11131 A5 a councilman, in 1904 he persuaded the City Council to Church, 1921
pass an emergency ordinance that required patients with tuberculosis and other contagious
diseases to be treated in hospitals in "sections of the city that are sufficiently isolated from

populous districts to minimize the danger of contamination." He said that "energetic

protests" had been made against such institutions in densely populated districts."[14]

He advocated vocational training in the city schools and, with the aid of J.H. Francis, he
helped pass a resolution through the City Council that resulted in the establishment of Los

Angeles Polytechnic High School in 1906.[1]
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CHURCH NOTES.,
WHAT HAPPENS TOMORROW.

Rev. G. 14. Smukal will preach to-
morrow morning in German in the
S8t. John's German Lutheran Church,
Dakota and East Becond streets, on
"“The Necassity of Christ's Resurrec-
tion for Our Salvation.” His sermon
in the evening will be in English on
“The Glory of Christ’'a Resurrection.”
Tomorrow afternoon he will preach in
the Bethany Evangelical Lutheran
Church, Hollywood boulevard and
Vine street.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.












LUTHERAN PASTOR WILL DEDICATE NEW BUILDING
Los Angeles Times (1923-Current File); Oct 16, 1948,

ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times

pg. A3

LUTHERAN PASTOR WILL
DEDICATE NEW BUILDING

Pastor George Witte will form-
ally dedicate Bethany Lutheran
Chureh of Hollywood's new Chris-
tian education building tomor-
row at 3:30 p.m. He will read
dedicatory rites at the door of the
new structure.  °

‘Built' in two sections, the build-
ing’s front unit is of pumice
blocks and reinforced concrete, It
contains two floors with ‘a- full
basement. Two large classrooms
and smaller rooms and a kitchen
are also housed in the front struc-
ture.
~* The rear unit holds a 45-75-foot
gymnasium that has a 20-foot ceil-
ing. Completely furnished, the
new education center will cost
§65,000. )

" 'Plans call for the new unit to

be used as a Christian day school
and Sunday school. Grades 1 to 4
are now taught in the current se-
mester while Grades 5 to 8 will be
added next year.

The Rev. Martin J. Bruer
First Lutheran Church,
Beach, will deliver the day's
mon, Pastor Witte announce
The church is'at 1518 N Alexan-
dria Ave.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.









September 18, 1925:

November 15, 1947:

December 15, 1947:

March 25, 1948:

Building Permit History
2700 S. La Salle Avenue
West Adams

Building Permit No. 32009 to construct a 2-story 6-room 40' X
98' brick church at 4973 Sunset Boulevard on Lots 4, 5 and 6 of
the Walsh Tract.

Owner: Bethany Lutheran Church

Architect: C. F. Skilling

Contractor: Bethany Lutheran Church

Cost: $35,000.00

Building Permit No. 28274 to relocate 1-story 32' X 48' frame
house (1913LLA11048) from 1518 N. Alexandria Avenue, Lot 9,
Sunset Boulevard Tract to 1777 E. 113th Street, Lots 12 & 13,
Henrique Villa Tract and set on code foundation, paint and
repair to inspection requests.

Owner: Benton L. Woods

Architect: None

Contractor: Owner

Cost: $1,000.00

Building Permit No. 28988 to move 1-story, 1-room 12' X 18'
office building at rear of 1518 N. Alexandria Avenue to 4525 S.
Figueroa Street.

Owner: B. S. Lustig

Architect: None

Contractor: Owner

Cost: $150.00

Building Permit No. LA13807 to make section of North wall of
church building detached pilasters so same can be removed
when future building is to be added. No change other than
shown on engineer's drawing sheet C 169-18C at 1518 N.
Alexandria Avenue.

Owner: Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood

Architect: None

Engineer: L. Blogq

Contractor: Bethany Lutheran Church

Cost: $100.00



April 23, 1948:

May 26, 1948:

June 21, 1948:

November 7, 1956:

August 17, 1959:

Building Permit No. LA15243 to construct a 2-story 44' X
113'7" reinforced concrete block Sunday school and gymnasium
building at 1518 N. Alexandria Avenue on Lot 9, Block B,
Sunset Boulevard Tract.

Owner: Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood

Architect: None

Engineer: C. Franklin Knollton

Contractor: Not Let

Cost: $44,000.00

Building Permit No. LA16836 to change footing at 1518 N.
Alexandria Avenue.

Owner: Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood

Architect: None

Engineer: Leon Bloq

Contractor: Bethany Lutheran Church

Cost: $30.00

Building Permit No. LA18095 to change steel in floor slab, orig.
B. P. 15243/48.

Owner: Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood

Architect: None

Engineer: George J. Fosdyke

Contractor: Owner

Cost: $51.00

Building Permit No. LA57219 to construct a 2-story 18' X 96'
brick faced addition to existing church building.

Owner: Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood

Architect: Armet & Davis

Engineer: Tom Woodward

Contractor: Owner

Cost: $20,000.00

Building Permit No. LA40053 to comply with File X12942 on
class room doors for school & gym building.

Owner: Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood

Architect: None

Engineer: None

Contractor: None

Cost: $200.00



August 18, 1965:

June 24, 1970:

July 30, 1971:

February 28, 1987:

November 26, 1990:

Building Permit No. LA42288 to erect in school building 20
linear feet 6' X 8' high 1-hour corridor and sprinkler in basement
of building "B". File X12042.

Owner: Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood

Architect: None

Engineer: L. Bloc

Contractor: Jackson Masonry Service

Cost: $1,000.00

Building Permit No. LA11138 for change of occupancy less
than 2500 sq ft to elementary and kindergarten in school
building.

Owner: Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood

Architect: None

Engineer: L. Bloc

Contractor: Owner

Cost: $1,200.00

Building Permit No. LA33790 to remove existing bell tower and
reinforce roof.

Owner: Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood

Architect: None

Engineer: Leonard Elgenson

Contractor: Owner

Cost: $5,000.00

Building Permit No. LA58161 for full compliance with Div. 88.
Owner: Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood

Architect: None

Engineer: Albert C. Martin & Associates

Contractor: Owner

Cost: $29,600.00

Building Permit No. HO09958 for full compliance with Div. 88
Phase II.

Owner: Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood

Architect: None

Engineer: Shahram Lame

Contractor: Badee Construction

Cost: $80,000.00



November 26, 1990:

October 6, 1994

June 17, 2001:

Building Permit No. HO10096 for full detail change (alt. combo
anchor) F/W 90HO09958.

Owner: Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood

Architect: None

Engineer: Shahram Lame

Contractor: Badee Corporation

Cost: $12,500.00

Building Permit No. HO32463 for earthquake damage repair of
cracks in URM at SW corner tower and NE corner of building.
Owner: Bethany Lutheran Church

Architect: None

Engineer: Shahram Lame

Contractor: C. E. M. Construction Corporation

Cost: $25,000.00

Building Permit No. LA11649 to remove existing roof, install
fiberglass built up capsheet roof system on gymnasium.
Owner: Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood

Architect: None

Engineer: None

Contractor: United Roofing Company

Cost: $6,300.00









































































































Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood
Photographs

Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood, 4975 Sunset Boulevard, October 27, 2015 (photograph by Charles J. Fisher)

Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood, 4975 Sunset Boulevard, October 27, 2015 (photograph by Charles J. Fisher)



Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood, 4975 Sunset Boulevard, October 27, 2015 (photograph by Charles J. Fisher)

Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood, 4975 Sunset Boulevard, c2015 (photograph by Google Earth)



Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood, Armét & Davis Addition, October 27, 2015 (photograph by Charles J. Fisher)

Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood, 4975 English bond brick pattern, Oct. 27, 2015 (photo by Charles J. Fisher)



Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood, Armét & Davis Addition, October 27, 2015 (photograph by Charles J. Fisher)

Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood, steeple, 4975 Sunset Boulevard, October 27, 2015 (photo by Charles J. Fisher)



Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood, 4975 Sunset Boulevard, October 27, 2015 (photograph by Charles J. Fisher)

Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood, rear facade, 4975 Sunset Boulevard, Oct. 27, 2015 (photo by Charles J. Fisher)



Bethany Lutheran Education Center, 1518 N Alexandria Avenue, October 27, 2015 (photograph by Charles J. Fisher)

Bethany Lutheran Education Center, 1518 N. Alexandria Avenue, October 27, 2015 (photograph by Charles J. Fisher)



Bethany Lutheran Education Center gymnasium, 1518 N. Alexandria Avenue, Oct. 27, 2015 (photo by Charles J. Fisher)

Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood, front entry, 4975 Sunset Boulevard, Oct. 27, 2015 (photo by Charles J. Fisher)



Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood, foyer, 4975 Sunset Boulevard, October 27, 2015 (photo by Charles J. Fisher)

Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood, enty, 4975 Sunset Boulevard, June 15, 2015 (Unknown photographer)



Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood, sanctuary, 4975 Sunset Boulevard, Oct. 27, 2015 (photo by Charles J. Fisher)

Bethany Lutheran Church sanctuary ceiling, 4975 Sunset Boulevard, October 27, 2015 (photograph by Charles J. Fisher)



Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood, original lighting, October 27, 2015 (photograph by Charles J. Fisher)

Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood, original lighting, October 27, 2015 (photograph by Charles J. Fisher)



Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood, organ pipes, October 27, 2015 (photograph by Charles J. Fisher)

Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood, santuary, 4975 Sunset Boulevard, Oct. 27, 2015 (photo by Charles J. Fisher)



Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood, sanctuary, 4975 Sunset Boulevard, Oct 27, 2015 (photo by Charles J. Fisher)

Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood, stained glass window, October 27, 2015 (photograph by Charles J. Fisher)



Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood, stained glass window, October 27, 2015 (photograph by Charles J. Fisher)

Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood, stained glass window, October 27, 2015 (photograph by Charles J. Fisher)



Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood, stained glass window, October 27, 2015 (photograph by Charles J. Fisher)



Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood, stained glass windows, October 27, 2015 (photograph by Charles J. Fisher)

Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood, stained glass window, October 27, 2015 (photograph by Charles J. Fisher)



Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood, stained glass window, October 27, 2015 (photograph by Charles J. Fisher)

Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood, stained glass window, October 27, 2015 (photograph by Charles J. Fisher)



Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood, stained glass window, October 27, 2015 (photograph by Charles J. Fisher)

Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood, stained glass window, October 27, 2015 (photograph by Charles J. Fisher)



Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood, stained glass window, October 27, 2015 (photograph by Charles J. Fisher)



Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood, stained glass window removed, Oct. 27, 2015 (photo by Charles J. Fisher)

Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood, stained glass window removed, Oct. 27, 2015 (photo by Charles J. Fisher)



Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood, proposed interior changes, 2015 (proposal on owner's website)

Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood, current view of above, June 15, 2015 (photographer Unknown)



Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood, proposed interior changes, 2015 (proposal on owner's website)

Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood, current view of above, October 27, 2015 (photograph by Charles J. Fisher)



Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood, woodwork in narthex, June 15, 2015 (photographer unknown)

Bethany Lutheran Church of Hollywood at time of sale, 2014 (MLS photograph
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