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Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2016-1614-HCM
ENV-2016-1615-CE
HEARING DATE: July 7, 2016 Location: 6201-6225 Sunset Blvd.
TIME: 10:00 AM Council District: 13
PLACE: City Hall, Room 1010 Community Plan Area: Hollywood
200 N. Spring Street Area Planning Commission: Central
Los Angeles, CA 90012 Neighborhood Council: Central Hollywood

Legal Description: TR 11421, Lot 2
EXPIRATION DATE: August 2, 2016

PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
HOLLYWOOD PALLADIUM

REQUEST: Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument

OWNER(S): CH Palladium, LLC Adam Tartakovsky, CH Palladium LLC
2200 Biscayne Blvd. 1800 Century Park East, Suite 420
Miami, FL 33137 Los Angeles, CA 90067

APPLICANT: City of Los Angeles Liza Brereton, Aids Healthcare Foundation

200 N. Spring Street, 559 6255 Sunset Blvd. 21 Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90012 Los Angeles, CA 90028

PREPARER: Charles J. Fisher Christine Lazzaretto, HRG

140 S. Avenue 57 12 S. Fair Oaks Avenue, Suite 200
Los Angeles, CA 90042 Pasadena, CA 91105

RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Declare the subject property a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles
Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7.

2. Adopt the staff report and findings.

VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP
Director of Planning

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Melissa Jones, Planning Assistant
Office of Historic Resources

Attachments: Historic-Cultural Monument Application



CHC-2016-1614-HCM
6201 - 6225 Sunset Blvd.
Page 2 of 5

FINDINGS

e The Hollywood Palladium “reflects the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the
nation, state, or community” as an exceptional and rare remaining example of an
entertainment venue in the heart of Hollywood, and for its association with Sunset
Boulevard as a significant entertainment center.

e The Hollywood Palladium "embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an
architectural-type specimen, inherently valuable for study of a period, style or method of
construction.” The property is an excellent example of Streamline Moderne commercial
architecture.

e The Hollywood Palladium is “a notable work of a master builder, designer, or architect
whose individual genius influenced his age” as an important example of a design by the
distinguished Southern California architect, Gordon B. Kaufmann.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

SUMMARY

The 1940 Hollywood Palladium is an iconic Hollywood music and event venue designed by
master architect Gordon B. Kaufmann in the Streamline Moderne style for developer and Los
Angeles Times president Norman Chandler. Kaufmann had previously worked with Chandler on
the Times headquarters in downtown Los Angeles (1935) and the Florentine Gardens nightclub
on Hollywood Blvd (1938).

Set in the heart of Hollywood, the Palladium sits on land that was originally part of the Famous
Players-Lasky Corporation movie studio in an area that was once filled with filmmaking uses.
Filmmaking eventually shifted to television and radio production facilities including NBC Radio
City, CBS Columbia Square, ABC Studios, and Sunset/Gower Studios. Recreation and
entertainment venues quickly populated the area to cater to the needs of the entertainment
industry. The Earl Carroll Theatre, Florentine Gardens, Montmarte, Embassy Club, Hollywood
Brown Derby, and Hollywood Palladium were prominent destinations for dining, dancing, and
entertainment, and became a staple of Hollywood culture. While many of the venues no longer
exist, the Hollywood Palladium remains as one of the longest-operating event venues in Los
Angeles.

When it opened, the Palladium was a highly anticipated new venue in the lively Hollywood
nightclub scene. The club opened on October 31, 1940 with a Halloween themed party with
10,000 guests in attendance including many Hollywood stars such as Mary Astor, Margaret
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Lindsay, Bill Lundigan, Harold Lloyd, Judy Garland, and Bob Hope. Dorothy Lamour and
Tommy Dorsey performed the ribbon cutting, and Dorsey, his Orchestra, and an up-and-coming
Frank Sinatra were the opening acts. With its cutting edge design and top performers, the
Palladium went on to be the premier showplace during the Big Band era of the 1940s.
Entertainers included Phil Harris, Harry James, Woody Herman, Rosemary Clooney, Peggy
Lee, Alice Faye, the Andrews Sisters, Gene Krupa, Kay Kyser, Artie Shaw, Larry Clinton, and
Glen Gray. During World War 1l the venue served to boost the country’s morale and was filled to
capacity by soldiers and civilians every night.

In the 1950s with the diminished popularity of Big Bands, the Palladium shifted to host events
such as political rallies, charity balls, auto and fashion shows, proms, and concerts. In 1950, the
Palladium welcomed an interracial audience for the “King of Vibes” Lionel Hampton and his 21
piece band. Presidents spoke at the venue, including Dwight Eisenhower in 1956 and John F.
Kennedy in 1961, and civil rights activist Martin Luther King Jr. was scheduled to receive honors
at the Palladium for his Nobel Prize, but the event was cancelled due to bomb threats. In the
1960s, the Lawrence Welk Show filmed there and from 1955-1976 it hosted “Latin Holiday”
sponsored by radio personality Chico Sesma featuring the Tito Puente Orchestra and the Joe
Loco Orchestra. In the 1970s the venue hosted many rock bands and continued to evolve in the
1980s and 1990s to meet the varying entertainment needs of each generation. Other major
events held at the venue include the Grammy and Emmy Awards.

The Palladium is a one-story building of panel and board-formed concrete construction. The
building sits on the property line along El Centro Avenue and Sunset Boulevard and is made up
of multiple rectangular masses. It has a full height mezzanine and bow truss, flat, and domed
roofs with low parapets. The original entrance to the venue faces Sunset Boulevard and is
located in the center of the fagade, flanked splayed concrete walls, and storefronts on either
side. The entrance is called out by a large curved marquee that projects over the sidewalk.
Above the marquee is a neon blade sign adorned with letters spelling “PALLADIUM.” Behind the
blade sign is a concrete lattice screen that also faces Sunset Boulevard. Dancers lit by neon
decorate the wall on either side of the lattice screen. The interior features two foyers, lobby,
ballroom, balcony, stage, and “champagne room.” The ballroom has a stepped coved ceiling of
textured plaster and a 12,000 square-foot hardwood dance floor that is bent to fit the kidney
shape of the space. There had been a number of alterations over the years and a large scale
rehabilitation in 2008 restored a many elements and modified non-significant features. The front
marquee and blade sign were restored, the stage was expanded, storefronts replaced, rotunda
and ticket booths on the west facade were altered, and west marquee was added.

Gordon B. Kaufmann (1888-1949) was one of the most significant and versatile architects
practicing in Southern California in the first half of the 20" century. After a partnership with
architect Roland E. Coate, Kaufmann formed his own practice in 1924 and went on to design
Greystone Mansion in Beverly Hills (1926), La Quinta Inn near Indio (1927), Boulder Dam
(1931), Earl Carroll Theater (1938), and Park La Brea (1948).

The 2010 Hollywood Redevelopment Historic Resources Survey found the Hollywood Palladium
eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.

DISCUSSION

The Hollywood Palladium successfully meets three of the Historic-Cultural Monument criteria.
The property “reflects the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, state, or
community.” The Hollywood Palladium is significant for its association with Hollywood as a
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center for recreation and entertainment venues. The entertainment industry played a significant
role in the economic and cultural development of Los Angeles, and a large part of the city’s
identity and lifestyle is tied to its role as a center of that industry. Particularly during the heyday
of the Big Band era of the 1940s, venues such as the Hollywood Palladium were prominent
entertainment, dining, and dancing destinations for movie stars and their fans. Tourists arrived
in Hollywood in droves hoping to attend a live radio broadcast, visit one of the legendary
nightclubs, or catch a glimpse of the stars. Many of the entertainment venues from the same era
as the Hollywood Palladium no longer exist either in Hollywood or on the associated Sunset
Strip in West Hollywood; therefore, those that do remain are rare and figure prominently in the
context of the built environment of Hollywood. The Hollywood Palladium is one of the oldest
operating entertainment venues in Los Angeles.

The Hollywood Palladium also “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural-
type specimen, inherently valuable for study of a period, style, or method of construction.”
Reflected in both its interior and exterior, the property is an excellent example of a commercial
building in the Streamline Moderne style, which is characterized by smooth surfaces, curved
corners, and sweeping horizontal lines. Of note are such character-defining features exhibited
on the Hollywood Palladium’s exterior as steel sash casement windows, terrazzo paving,
abstracted metal dancing figures outlined in neon, and splayed concrete walls with glass
cladding. On the interior, significant features include the spatial and ceiling configuration of the
entrance foyer; decorative reliefs, bar, and chandelier in the Argyle Avenue lobby; and “ante
proscenia” columns that flank the stage on the east and west.

Furthermore, the Hollywood Palladium is a significant work of renowned architect Gordon B.
Kaufmann (1888-1949), meeting the criterion of being “a notable work of a master builder,
designer or architect whose individual genius influenced his age.” Over the more than twenty
years that he practiced in Los Angeles, Kaufmann proved himself to be a highly distinguished
local architect who designed some of the most well-known buildings in Southern California,
including the Times Mirror Press building (1931); the monumental Los Angeles Times building
(1931-35); the Santa Anita Racetrack in Arcadia (1934); and the Earl Carroll Theater (1938) in
Hollywood. Kaufmann’s work follows stylistic patterns distinctive to Southern California where
Spanish Colonial, Mediterranean, and other period revivals of the 1920s shift towards Art Deco,
Streamline Moderne, and Modern styles in the 1930s and ‘40s. The Hollywood Palladium is a
notable example of Kaufmann’s work in the Streamline Moderne style.

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS

State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions
taken by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the
maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory
process involves procedures for protection of the environment.”

State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation,
conservation or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary
of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for
Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.”

The designation of the Hollywood Palladium as a Historic-Cultural Monument in accordance
with Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (“LAAC”) will ensure
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that future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in accordance with
Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is to prevent significant impacts
to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set forth in the LAAC.
Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the historic significance and
integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible alterations and new
construction and the demolition of an irreplaceable historic site/open space. The Secretary of
the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC and provide
standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will ensure the
continued preservation of the subject property.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is
consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the environment
through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural
Monuments.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed designation is
consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and
reconstruction of historic buildings and sites in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the
Interior’'s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties.

Categorical Exemption ENV-2016-1615-CE was prepared on June 20, 2016.

BACKGROUND

On May 19, 2016 the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the property under
consideration. On May 26, 2016, a subcommittee of the Commission consisting of
Commissioners Barron and Milofsky visited the property, accompanied by a staff member from
the Office of Historic Resources.
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Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2016-1614-HCM
ENV-2016-1615-CE
HEARING DATE: May 19, 2016 Location: 6201-6225 Sunset Blvd.
TIME: 10:00 AM Council District: 13
PLACE: City Hall, Room 1010 Community Plan Area: Hollywood
200 N. Spring Street Area Planning Commission: Central
Los Angeles, CA 90012 Neighborhood Council: Central Hollywood

Legal Description: TR 11421, Lot 2

PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
HOLLYWOOD PALLADIUM

REQUEST: Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument

OWNER(S): CH Palladium, LLC Adam Tartakovsky, CH Palladium LLC
2200 Biscayne Blvd. 1800 Century Park East, Suite 420
Miami, FL 33137 Los Angeles, CA 90067

APPLICANT: City of Los Angeles Liza Brereton, Aids Healthcare Foundation

200 N. Spring Street, 559 6255 Sunset Blvd. 215! Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90012 Los Angeles, CA 90028

PREPARER: Charles J. Fisher Christine Lazzaretto, HRG
140 S. Avenue 57 12 S. Fair Oaks Avenue, Suite 200
Los Angeles, CA 90042 Pasadena, CA 91105

RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal
warrants further investigation.

2. Adopt the report findings.

VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP
Director of Planning

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Shannon Ryan, City Planning Associate
Office of Historic Resources

Attachments: Historic-Cultural Monument Application
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SUMMARY

The 1940 Hollywood Palladium is an iconic Hollywood music and event venue designed by
master architect Gordon B. Kaufmann in the Streamline Moderne style for developer and Los
Angeles Times president Norman Chandler. Kaufmann had previously worked with Chandler on
the Times headquarters in downtown Los Angeles (1935) and the Florentine Gardens nightclub
on Hollywood Blvd (1938).

Set in the heart of Hollywood, the Palladium sits on land that was originally part of the Famous
Players-Lasky Corporation movie studio in an area that was once filled with flmmaking uses.
Filmmaking eventually shifted to television and radio production facilities including NBC Radio
City, CBS Columbia Square, ABC Studios, and Sunset/Gower Studios. Recreation and
entertainment venues quickly populated the area to cater to the needs of the entertainment
industry. The Earl Carroll Theatre, Florentine Gardens, Montmarte, Embassy Club, Hollywood
Brown Derby, and Hollywood Palladium were prominent destinations for dining, dancing, and
entertainment, and became a staple of Hollywood culture. While many of the venues no longer
exist, the Hollywood Palladium remains as one of the longest-operating event venues in Los
Angeles.

When it opened, the Palladium was a highly anticipated new venue in the lively Hollywood
nightclub scene. The club opened on October 31, 1940 with a Halloween themed party with
10,000 guests in attendance including many Hollywood stars such as Mary Astor, Margaret
Lindsay, Bill Lundigan, Harold Lloyd, Judy Garland, and Bob Hope. Dorothy Lamour and
Tommy Dorsey performed the ribbon cutting, and Dorsey, his Orchestra, and an up-and-coming
Frank Sinatra were the opening acts. With its cutting edge design and top performers, the
Palladium went on to be the premier showplace during the Big Band era of the 1940s.
Entertainers included Phil Harris, Harry James, Woody Herman, Rosemary Clooney, Peggy
Lee, Alice Faye, the Andrews Sisters, Gene Krupa, Kay Kyser, Artie Shaw, Larry Clinton, and
Glen Gray. During World War Il the venue served to boost the country’s morale and was filled to
capacity by soldiers and civilians every night.

In the 1950s with the diminished popularity of Big Bands, the Palladium shifted to host events
such as political rallies, charity balls, auto and fashion shows, proms, and concerts. In 1950, the
Palladium welcomed an interracial audience for the “King of Vibes” Lionel Hampton and his 21
piece band. Presidents spoke at the venue, including Dwight Eisenhower in 1956 and John F.
Kennedy in 1961, and civil rights activist Martin Luther King Jr. was scheduled to receive honors
at the Palladium for his Nobel Prize, but the event was cancelled due to bomb threats. In the
1960s, the Lawrence Welk Show filmed there and from 1955-1976 it hosted “Latin Holiday”
sponsored by radio personality Chico Sesma featuring the Tito Puente Orchestra and the Joe
Loco Orchestra. In the 1970s the venue hosted many rock bands and continued to evolve in the
1980s and 1990s to meet the varying entertainment needs of each generation. Other major
events held at the venue include the Grammy and Emmy Awards.

The Palladium is a one-story building of panel and board-formed concrete construction. The
building sits on the property line along El Centro Avenue and Sunset Boulevard and is made up
of multiple rectangular masses. It has a full height mezzanine and bow truss, flat, and domed
roofs with low parapets. The original entrance to the venue faces Sunset Boulevard and is
located in the center of the fagade, flanked splayed concrete walls, and storefronts on either
side. The entrance is called out by a large curved marquee that projects over the sidewalk.
Above the marquee is a neon blade sign adorned with letters spelling “PALLADIUM.” Behind the
blade sign is a concrete lattice screen that also faces Sunset Boulevard. Dancers lit by neon
decorate the wall on either side of the lattice screen. The interior features two foyers, lobby,
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ballroom, balcony, stage, and “champagne room.” The ballroom has a stepped coved ceiling of
textured plaster and a 12,000 square-foot hardwood dance floor that is bent to fit the kidney
shape of the space. There had been a number of alterations over the years and a large scale
rehabilitation in 2008 restored a many elements and modified non-significant features. The front
marquee and blade sign were restored, the stage was expanded, storefronts replaced, rotunda
and ticket booths on the west facade were altered, and west marquee was added.

Gordon B. Kaufmann (1888-1949) was one of the most significant and versatile architects
practicing in Southern California in the first half of the 20" century. After a partnership with
architect Roland E. Coate, Kaufmann formed his own practice in 1924 and went on to design
Greystone Mansion in Beverly Hills (1926), La Quinta Inn near Indio (1927), Boulder Dam
(1931), Earl Carroll Theater (1938), and Park La Brea (1948).

The 2010 Hollywood Redevelopment Historic Resources Survey found the Hollywood Palladium
eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

BACKGROUND

The Planning Department’s Office of Historic Resources received two nominations for the
Hollywood Palladium. The first was submitted by the Aids Healthcare Foundation and prepared
by Charles J. Fisher and the second nomination was initiated by Councilmember Mitch O’Farrell
on November 17, 2015 with information compiled by Historic Resources Group. The Planning
and Land Use Management Committee approved the item on March 15, 2016 and on March 24,
2016 the City Council adopted the motion.

The Planning Department’s Office of Historic Resources subsequently prepared the application
for the Hollywood Palladium by combining the nominations submitted by Charles J. Fisher and
by Historic Resources Group. The Architectural Description and Statement of Significance from
each nomination is included in the final combined application. Duplicate permits and newspaper
articles were removed to prevent redundancy.

FINDINGS

Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































