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FINDINGS
1. The building “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type
specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction” as

an example of Streamline Moderne and International Style residential architecture.

2. The building is associated with a master builder, designer, or architect, as a work by the
master architect Raphael Soriano, AIA (1907-1988).

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS

The Commission hereby recommends that Council find the proposed designation of the Lipetz
House as a Historic-Cultural Monument to be exempt from further analysis under the California
Environmental Quality Act pursuant to Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, Sections

15308 (Class 8) and 15331 (Class 31).

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

SUMMARY

Built in 1936 and located in the Silver Lake area, this one-story residence exhibits character-
defining features of Streamline Moderne and International Style architecture. The subject
building has an elongated irregular plan oriented on a north-south axis. It has a flat roof and is
constructed of cast concrete sheathed in white stucco. The primary facade features a walkway
and half-flight of stairs leading to a recessed entrance. A raised patio on the south end
connects the kitchen space to the adjacent carport. On the north end, a U-shaped wing is lined
with continuous steel casement windows. Contiguous with the main entrance porch, a balcony
follows the contour of the curved wing, edged with curved pipe rails. Other character-defining
features of the residence include an overall horizontal emphasis, smooth lines, asymmetrical
facade, stucco exterior, curved corners, and continuous windows around corners. Significant
interiors include built-in wood cabinetry and recessed lighting.

The house is the work of architect Raphael Soriano, AIA (1907-1988). Soriano was a noted and
influential architect of twentieth century modern architecture, pioneering the use of prefabricated
steel and aluminum in residential construction. Soriano graduated from the University of
Southern California (USC) School of Architecture in 1934 and worked with famed architects
Richard Neutra and Rudolph Schindler. While lecturing at USC, Soriano received his first
commissions for private residences, including the proposed historic monument. This work led to
his first large commission in 1939, the Soto-Michigan Jewish Community Center (demolished in
2006). Soriano received several prizes and accolades for his designs and participated in the
famed Case Study House program. During the 1950s, Soriano worked with developer Joseph
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Eichler in producing mass produced steel-framed homes. In 1961, Soriano was made a Fellow
of the American Institute for Architects (FAIA) and would continue to lecture and teach until his
death in 1988. The proposed historic monument is noted for being Soriano’s first residential
commission and was completed before Soriano was licensed as an architect. Soriano also
appears to have first been introduced at the subject property to famed architectural
photographer Julius Shulman, establishing a long collaboration.

The subject property has undergone several alterations, but none that significantly impacted key
architectural features. The original floor plan of the proposed Historic-Cultural Monument
appears to be essentially intact. In the 1950s, the garage was removed and replaced with a
covered carport. The south end patio and rooftop deck above the carport are recent additions,
using outdoor space to connect architectural elements in a manner compatible to the original
design. The entrance steps have been replaced and relocated. Inside, a wall separating the
kitchen and dining rooms was removed. Selected design elements (cedar closet doors, Carrara
glass in the bedrooms) were removed due to poor condition or perceived incompatibility with the
recent renovation. During the recent renovation, original cork flooring was replaced with new
cork flooring and steel casement windows were restored.

DISCUSSION

The Lipetz House property successfully meets two of the specified Historic-Cultural Monument
criteria: 1) “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type specimen,
inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction,” and 2) is associated
with a master builder, designer, or architect. As a noteworthy residential building designed in
the Streamline Moderne and International Style by master architect Gregory Ain, the property
qualifies for designation as a Historic-Cultural Monument based on these criteria.

BACKGROUND

At its meeting of May 21, 2009, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the application
under consideration. The Cultural Heritage Commission toured the subject property on June
18, 2009.

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) REVIEW

State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions
taken by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the
maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory
process involves procedures for protection of the environment.”

State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation,
conservation or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary
of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for
Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.”

The designation of the Lipetz House property as a Historic-Cultural Monument in accordance
with Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (“LAAC”) will ensure
that future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in accordance with
Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is to prevent significant impacts
to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set forth in the LAAC.
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Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the historic significance and
integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible alterations and new
construction and the demolition of irreplaceable historic structures. The Secretary of the
Interior’s Standards of Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC and provide
standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will ensure the
continued preservation of the subject property.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is
consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the environment
through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural
Monuments.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed designation is
consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and
reconstruction of Historic buildings in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving Rehabilitating,
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic Buildings.



Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2009-1391-HCM
ENV-2009-1419-CE
HEARING DATE: May 21, 2009 Location: 1843 N. Dillon Street
TIME: 10:00 AM Council District: 4
PLACE: City Hall, Room 1060 Community Plan Area: Silver Lake — Echo
200 N. Spring Street Park — Elysian Valley
Los Angeles, CA Area Planning Commission: East Los Angeles
90012 Neighborhood Council: Silver Lake
Legal Description: Lot 10 of Bonnie View Tract
PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
LIPETZ HOUSE
REQUEST: Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument
APPLICANT/ William and Annie Macomber
OWNER: 1843 N. Dillon Street

Los Angeles, CA 90026

RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal
may warrant further investigation.

2. Adopt the report findings.

S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP
Director of Planning

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources

Prepared by:
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner
Office of Historic Resources

Attachments: April 6, 2009 Historic-Cultural Monument Application
ZIMAS Report



1843 N. Dillon Street
CHC-2009-1391-HCM
Page 2 of 3

SUMMARY

Built in 1936 and located in the Silver Lake area, this one-story residence exhibits character-
defining features of Streamline Moderne and International Style architecture. The subject
building has an elongated irregular plan oriented on a north-south axis. It has a flat roof and is
constructed of cast concrete sheathed in white stucco. The primary fagade features a walkway
and half-flight of stairs leading to a recessed entrance. A raised patio on the south end
connects the kitchen space to the adjacent carport. On the north end, a U-shaped wing is lined
with continuous steel casement windows. Contiguous with the main entrance porch, a balcony
follows the contour of the curved wing, edged with curved pipe rails. Other character-defining
features of the residence include an overall horizontal emphasis, smooth lines, asymmetrical
facade, stucco exterior, curved corners, and continuous windows around corners. Significant
interiors include built-in wood cabinetry and recessed lighting.

The house is the work of architect Raphael Soriano, AIA (1907-1988). Soriano was a noted and
influential architect of twentieth century modern architecture, pioneering the use of prefabricated
steel and aluminum in residential construction. Soriano graduated from the University of
Southern California (USC) School of Architecture in 1934 and worked with famed architects
Richard Neutra and Rudolph Schindler. While lecturing at USC, Soriano received his first
commissions for private residences, including the proposed historic monument. This work led to
his first large commission in 1939, the Soto-Michigan Jewish Community Center (demolished in
2006). Soriano received several prizes and accolades for his designs and participated in the
famed Case Study House program. During the 1950s, Soriano worked with developer Joseph
Eichler in producing mass produced steel-framed homes. In 1961, Soriano was made a Fellow
of the American Institute for Architects (FAIA) and would continue to lecture and teach until his
death in 1988. The proposed historic monument is noted for being Soriano’s first residential
commission and was completed before Soriano was licensed as an architect. Soriano also
appears to have first been introduced at the subject property to famed architectural
photographer Julius Shulman, establishing a long collaboration.

The subject property has undergone several alterations, but none that significantly impacted key
architectural features. The original floor plan of the proposed Historic-Cultural Monument
appears to be essentially intact. In the 1950s, the garage was removed and replaced with a
covered carport. The south end patio and rooftop deck above the carport are recent additions,
using outdoor space to connect architectural elements in a manner compatible to the original
design. The entrance steps have been replaced and relocated. Inside, a wall separating the
kitchen and dining rooms was removed. Selected design elements (cedar closet doors, Carrara
glass in the bedrooms) were removed due to poor condition or perceived incompatibility with the
recent renovation. During the recent renovation, original cork flooring was replaced with new
cork flooring and steel casement windows were restored.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
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or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

FINDINGS
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that

the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.
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9. Physical Description/15. Alterations

The Lipetz House is a one-story, single-family residence located at 1843 Dillon Street in
Silver Lake. The structure, designed by architect Raphael Simon Soriano (1904-1988)
and built in 1936, contains two bedrooms and one-and-a-half bathrooms. It is organized
along an elongated plan that is oriented roughly on a north-south axis to maximize the
hillside parcel's expansive views. The bedrooms and master bath are located on the west
side of the house. A separate small guesthouse located slightly below grade and to the
rear (west) was built in approximately 1940. The home's most striking feature is the long
semicircular room that originally functioned as a living/music room, which is lined with
large operational steel casement windows and wood built-in seating and cabinetry. This
space is visible from the street and evokes the smooth lines from transportation
technology helped inspire the modern movement and International Style. An exterior
concrete terrace that frames the living room is enclosed with curved pipe rails that remain
intact and have been restored.

At the time of construction, Soriano outlined explicit instructions for the contractors in a
-~ specifications book for the Lipetz House. He itemized his preferences for all interior and
exterior materials, surface treatments, fittings, fixtures, and other building details. For
example, the book detailed what make and model bathtubs and lighting fixtures were to
be installed. With regards to concrete materials, Soriano required that cement "Shall be
American manufactured Portland Cement and shall conform to the latest requirements of
the American Society for Testing Materials. If required by the Building Department, test
reports shall be filed,” and "All concrete shall be one part of Standard Portland Cement to
2 -1/2 parts of Clean Sand to 3-1/2 parts of Clean Crushed Rock. Add 10% hydrated lime
for water proofing."' Soriano's exacting nature and watchful eye meant nothing would be
left to chance. : .

The house has undergone an extensive year-plus long rehabilitation since the current
owners purchased it in 2006. Prior to this date, it had been under continual ownership for
many decades, and suffered from deferred maintenance. Most significant original
materials were badly in need of restoration. The original floor plan remains essentially
intact.

Alterations include the removal of the garage and its replacement with the covered
carport at street level, which was undertaken in the late 1950s. However, because the
carport has stood on its site for many more years than the original garage did, this
structure has acquired its own significance vis-a-vis the history of the Lipetz House. It
has been recently renovated to be a functional outdoor social space; it contains a rooftop
area that is enclosed with a parapet wall. The carport rooftop is connected to another deck
located between the garage rooftop and the east kitchen doors. These deck spaces are
integrated into the other outdoor areas, and are framed by two steel beams that articulate
the section and provide structural support.

! Raphael S. Soriano. Lipetz House specifications book. Soriano Archive, Archives-Special Collections,
College of Environmental Design, California Polytechnic University, Pomona. pp. 2-3.

Lipetz House
City of Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument Nomination



Originally two sets of steps -- one with seven risers, one with five -- approached the
exterior walkway to the recessed primary entrance located in the east elevation. These
steps have been relocated and condensed into one flight. These are now aligned with the
walkway that leads from Dillon Street to the front entrance.

In the interior, the wall separating the kitchen and dining rooms was removed to form an
more expansive and functional room, and a non-character-defining small breakfast nook
located in the rear (south) end of the kitchen was taken out in order to integrate the space
into the new kitchen. Carpets and drapery were removed throughout, the character-
defining steel casement windows restored. Floor surfaces were replaced with cork, a
material that was used originally in many rooms of the house. Other subtle details such as
built-in rectangular glass light fixtures that are flush with the wall surfaces were retained.
All original wood surfaces have been retained and repaired. Systems are new throughout.
A few select materials, such as the tongue and groove red cedar closet doors and the
Carrara glass surfaces in the master bathroom that were either in poor condition, no
longer functional, or determined incompatible with the rehabilitation design were
removed.

The Lipetz House and in particular, its kitchen and bathrooms, have been sensitively
upgraded and renovated with a contemporary yet compatible design by Los Angeles-
based Fung +Blatt Architects. The approximately 13,000-square-foot lot is in the ongoing
process of being landscaped, and contains the original small garden pool Soriano
designed in the eastern portion of the front lawn. This feature currently functions as a
sand box and is visible from the primary approach to the house.

Lipetz House
City of Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument Nomination



18. Significance
Summary

The Lipetz House is an outstanding example of the influential modern architect Raphael
S. Soriano's work. The single-family residence located in the Silver Lake area of Los
Angeles demonstrates design qualities, technologies, and the philosophy associated with
Soriano's work and the International Style; it is additionally significant under Criterion 2
of the Cultural Heritage Ordinance as Soriano's first residential commission when it was
built in 1936. Soriano was among a leading group of architects who helped import the
International Style from Europe and shape the modern movement in architecture in Los
Angeles, pioneering the use of experimental industrial materials and radical design
innovations. It retains excellent integrity and has recently undergone an extensive and
sensitive rehabilitation that was completed in 2008.

The Lipetz House helped develop Soriano's interest in the potential of steel as a cost-
effective method to provide structural support, and as a vehicle with which to explore
new aesthetic opportunities and subtle visual enhancements. Like the other modern
masters with whom he is associated, Soriano sought to shed the design burdens of period
revival styles, distancing himself from historical precedent in favor of an expressive,
materials-focused, and volume-oriented architecture that was largely free of ornament. At
the Lipetz House, Soriano combined a conventional wood-frame outer structure with a
wide-flange steel beam system underneath. As Wolfgang Wagener notes in the
monograph, Raphael Soriano, this structural approach eventually helped define Soriano's
style ar%d proved to be a flexible system with many applications throughout his long
career.

The home refiects Soriano's sensitivity to the needs of his client, yet he simultaneously
honed his personal design values and skills. Helen and Emanuel Lipetz wanted a home to
fit their grand piano, record collection, and allow their guests to listen to Mrs. Lipetz's
live performances in a comfortable and acoustically enhanced environment. The living
room ostensibly functioned as the music room, and is the functional and visual focus of
the approximately 1,600 square-foot home. David Gebhard and Robert Winter describe
the living room as taking "the shape of a Streamline Moderne ship's bridge," noting
Soriano's interest in other forms of technology and transportation in particular, which was
typical of architects who were part of this design movement.’

First Commission

Soriano was introduced to Helen and Emanuel Lipetz via Helen's cousin, who had met
Soriano at a French movie screening and learned of his interest in music. This shared
enthusiasm led to handing the yet-to-be-licensed architect the commission to design a
home for the land they had purchased on a promontory in Silver Iake. Soriano's self-

2 Wolfgang Wagener. Raphael Soriano. London and New York: Phaidon, 2002. p. 42
3 pavid Gebhard and Robert Winter. Los Angeles: dn Architectural Guide. Salt Lake City: Gibbs Smith,
1994. p. 180.

Lipetz House
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assuredness and apprenticeship with Richard Neutra inspired confidence in light of the
fact that Soriano was only two years out of architecture school and had somewhat limited
experience. Plus the country was still in the midst of the Great Depression so
commissions were scare, leaving even far more seasoned architects than Soriano eager
for work.

The property on Dillon was fabulous, with its dramatic near 360-degree views that
included the Pacific Ocean, the Silver Lake reservoir immediately below, and the San
Gabriel Mountains. Though it took a good deal of negotiating between architect and
client to settle on the final plan, Soriano's concept for the house showcased the vistas and
drew attention to its own design. The semicircular shaped central room would be visible
from the street. Meanwhile the interior contained shelves that doubled as seating areas,
and built-in furniture highlighted the design's efficiency. Redwood and various wood
surfaces were useful; they proved to be aesthetically appealing, modern, and acoustically
effective. Other surface treatments, such as carpet and drapery, were also considered of-
the-moment. Despite the novelty, however, all materials were intended serve specific
purposes rather than merely function as superficial decoration meant to impress.

The Lipetz House was a crucial and catalytic commission for Soriano in several ways. It
was his first formal residential commission that he received independently, and was
completed before he was a fully licensed architect. According to author Wolfgang
Wagener, the home was one of the few American structures submitted to the 1937
International Architecture Exhibition in Paris, from which Soriano was later awarded the
Prix de Rome.* And it was at this location where famed architectural photographer Julius
Shulman met Soriano. Shulman's photos of the Lipetz House helped launch his career as
an architectural photographer, and many of his photographs, particularly those of modern
structures in Southern California, would become jconic. The two men began a fruitful
collaboration and long-lasting friendship in 1936.

Furthermore, photographs and accompanying text of the Lipetz House were published in
California Arts and Architecture magazine, the predecessor to what became known as
Jrts and Architecture that was edited by the widely influential John Entenza. The 1941
feature noted "There has been no attempt in the general design to be either romantic or
fashionable, the purpose being to create a workable living unity with all of its parts
coordinated around a central idea." The end result supported Soriano's belief, as outlined
in his unpublished autobiography, about the essence of materials and how this factor
should influence design:

From analytical observation we find that progress in architecture has come from
the architect using his knowledge and sensitivity relating all aspects of structure

* Wagener, p.. 168.
5 s3ouse for E.M. Lipetz, Designer, Raphael S. Soriano, Los Angeles, California.” California Arts and
Architecture, 58, January 1941. p. 28.

Lipetz House
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and materials into the simplest possible terms...constantly evaluating and
integrating the relations of the constructive elements for-the top performance.’

Raphael S. Soriano, Architect

Born in the Sephardic Jewish community of Rhodes in 1904, Raphael Simon Soriano
found a home in a rapidly growing young city that would prove receptive to his ambitions
and ideals. He arrived in Los Angeles in 1924, and after settling with relatives and a brief
period selling fruit, Soriano managed to learn enough English to enroll in the University
of Southern California, where he thrived academically and found his way to the
architecture school. In 1931 he secured an internship with Richard Neufra, and the next
year was profoundly influenced by the International Style exhibition that traveled to the
grandiose Art Deco style Bullocks Wilshire department store from the Museum of
Modern Art in New York. He graduated from USC in 1934 at the age of 30, older than
the average college graduate, and apprenticed with Rudolph Schindler before starting
work in 1935 with architect Cassatt D. Griffin, who helmed Los Angeles County's Works
Progress Administration building projects during the Great Depression.

Later that year, Soriano established his own studio and architectural practice in his home
1207 Miramar Street, located just west of Downtown Los Angeles.” (Plans for the Lipetz
House, however, document the architect's address as 435 S. Alexandria Avenue, an
apartment building near 6 Street and Normandie Avenue in the Wilshire Center area.)
The Lipetz House, his first, was well received. Commissions came quickly to Soriano
following its completion, as well as work for public buildings, most notably the Latz
Memorial Jewish Community Center in Boyle Heights in 1939 (demolished 2006). His
design for Adolph's Laboratory and Office Building on Magnolia Blvd. in Burbank
(1957, no longer extant) and other commercial towers attracted accolades. Soriano
subsequently located his practice at 6731 Leland Way in Hollywood. All the while,
Soriano continually developed his interest in emerging and prefabricated materials and
new building technologies, and forged partnerships with corporations such as Alcoa
Aluminum.

In 1953, he moved to Tiburon in northern California to work for Joseph Eichler's thriving
enterprise developing middle class housing subdivisions that employed distinctively
contemporary, yet not overly radical, architecture. He remained in the region for over
thirty years, a period during which his prominence in the field waned somewhat.

Despite a close brush with obscurity, Soriano designed approximately 150 structures and
always attracted his colleagues' respect and admiration. He received the Neutra Medal
from Cal Poly Pomona in 1981, an honor given to architects whose work reflects the
influence of Neutra and continues his legacy. Upon the selection of Soriano, noted UCLA
architectural historian and jury member Thomas Hines commented, "Soriano's

¢ Raphae! Soriano. "Concept of Architecture." Autobiography [unfinished]. Unpublished. Soriano Archive,
Archives-Special Collections, College of Environmental Design, California Polytechnic University,
Pomona.

" Wagener, p. 166.
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architecture of the late 1930s and early 1940s was, for the first time and place (Southern
California) daring and courageous. He was a pioneer in developing metal and glass
structures that did not become widely accepted until the 1950s."® USC awarded Soriano
with the Distinguished Alumnus Award in 1986.° At this time he had returned to
Southern California from Tiburon and lived in Claremont. Soriano passed away in 1988.

Other Soriano-designed structures that are designed City of Los Angeles Historic
Cultural Monuments include the Glen Lukens House and Studio at 3425 West 27th Street
in West Adams, built for preeminent ceramicist and USC professor in 1938 (HCM #866,
listed 2007); the aluminum-framed Grossman House in Studio City, designed in 1963 for
client who had a particular interest in aluminum and sought to advance Soriano's
innovative work with the material (HCM #260, listed 1997); and the 1950 Julius Shulman
House and Studio (HCM #325, listed 1987).

Inspiration to Julius Shulman

In 1936, Richard Neutra helped arrange a meeting between his then-apprentice, Raphael
Soriano, and a young photographer named Julius Shulman to get prints of photographs
that Shulman had taken of the Kun House in the Hollywood Hills. The meeting took
place at a home that Soriano was independently in the process of completing on Dillon
Street in Silver Lake near Neutra's office. Recalls Shulman in his monograph,
Architecture and Its Photography:.

At the location I met Raphael Soriano, sitting on the newly-carpeted living room
floor eating lunch. I shared a sandwich with him, and described my meeting with
Neutra, which surprised him. Neutra, he stated, was a tyrant with photographers.
That utterance was followed by his asking, "would you photograph this house
when it is completed?" Not only did I photograph the house several months later,
but subsequently its publication in this country and abroad served to showcase
Soriano's design and my talents. Now, in retrospect, I have revisited that fateful
day in March, 1936. Our friendship continued during the ensuing years when [
photographed all of his projects. In 1947, acquiring land for a future home and
studio, I asked if he would design them for us."®

The Shulman House and Studio was finally constructed at 7875-7877 Woodrow Wilson
Drive in the Hollywood Hills in 1950, same year Soriano undertook a Case Study House
at the request of John Entenza.

Case Study House 1950

In addition to his prolific Southern California commissions during the late 1930s through
the 1940s, Soriano is associated with the collection of architects involved in the Case
Study House program. Sponsored by Arts and Architecture magazine editor John Entenza

# John Dreyfuss. "Architect Soriano Gets Neutra Medal.” Los Angeles Times. May 10, 1981, p. K6,
? "JSC Schedules Dinner Honoring Raphael Sortano." Los Angeles Times. April 6, 1986. p. 126,
1% Shulman, p. 43-44.
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from 1945 through the mid-1960s, the program showcased potentially affordable,
flexible, and innovative experiments in residential architecture. Soriano, along with many
of his former mentors and peers, including Rudolph Schindler, Richard Neutra, J.R.
Davidson, Craig Ellwood, Peter Koenig, Gregory Ain, John Lautner, A. Quincy Jones,
Harwell H. Harris, and Charles and Ray Eames, benefited from the exposure, even if the
designs were not easily replicated and a mass movement transforming residential home
design and construction did not directly ensue. David Gebhard and Robert Winter note
that Soriano's 1950 Case Study House at 1080 Rivoli Drive in the Pacific Palisades was
the "first of the pure steel-frame Case Study Houses,” which employed 10 by 20-foot
modular steel framing elements.'! Soriano's many years of experience working with this
material enabled him to achieve this distinction.

As the original publication explained, the house "manifests architect Raphael Soriano's
commitment to technology in his use of steel framing for its structure. In its interiors,
however, he utilized a variety of materials, such as brick, stucco, wood paneling, and
carpeting — perhaps as a concession to more traditional tastes and i recognition of the
fact that steel, glass, and concrete would be less palatable to the public at this moment of
high visibility for the Case Study House program.”'> Much like at the Lipetz House,
Soriano successfully balanced the needs of his client, the public, and his own
architectural agenda.

Conclusion

Soriano's influential building projects and relationships with his clients had additional
far-reaching impacts. In the foreword to Shulman's Architecture and Its Photography,
Pritzker Prize-winning Los Angeles-based architect Frank Gehry recalis a pivotal
moment in his professional life. After meeting Soriano at the construction site of USC
ceramics professor Glen Lukens's home during his student days, Gehry "found myself
intrigued with the work of Soriano and the idea of architecture."" It's now widely known
how the talent that emerged from that encounter eventually affected architecture in Los
Angeles and beyond.

Soriano knew how to make an impression, and his influence continues to be felt widely
throughout the field. The Lipetz House was the start of a remarkable career and remains a
crucial thread the narrative of Soriano's talent, and by extension, the modern movement
and innovative progressive residential architecture in Los Angeles.

" Gebhard and Winter, p. 18.

2 Elizabeth A.T. Smith. Case Study Houses: The Complete CSH Program, 1945-1966. Cologne, London &
New York: Taschen, 2002, p. 202,

 Julius Shulman. Architecture and Its Photography. Cologne, London & New York: Taschen, 1998. p. 9.
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Lipetz House Photographic Documentation

Primary (east) elevation. Northwest view.

Primary (east) elevation. Southeast view.

Primary (east) elevation and carport. Northwest view.

Primary (east) elevation, living room. Southwest view.

Exterior living room window detail. East view,

Exterior deck and garage rooftop deck. East view.

View into living room from outdoor terrace and west doorway. Northeast view.
View to exterior from east living room window. Southeast view.
Living room. North view.

10 Living room. South view.

11. Dining room. Northeast view.

12. Foyer and corridor between living and dining rooms. North view.
13. Kitchen. East view.

14, Master bedroom. Northwest view.
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