Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2015-2480-HCM
ENV-2015-2481-CE
HEARING DATE: July 16, 2015 Location: 674 S. Crenshaw Blvd
TIME: 10:00 AM Council District: 4
PLACE: City Hall, Room 1010 Community Plan Area: Wilshire
200 N. Spring Street Area Planning Commission: Central
Los Angeles, CA Neighborhood Council: Greater Wilshire
90012 Legal Description: Tract Boulevard Heights, Block
19, Lot 6
PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
BOULEVARD HEIGHTS H.H. WHITELEY MANSION
REQUEST: Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument
OWNER(S): Jeung Sook Han

327 S. Western Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90020

Jae Wan and Sin Ja Park
674 Crenshaw Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90005

APPLICANT: Roberta O’Donnell and Lorna Hennington
666 S. Bronson Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90005

RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal
warrants further investigation.

2. Adopt the report findings.

MICHAEL J. LOGRANDE
Director of Planning

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Shannon Ryan, City Planning Associate
Office of Historic Resources
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SUMMARY

The 1920 Boulevard Heights H.H. Whiteley Mansion is located at 674 Crenshaw Boulevard just
south of Wilshire Boulevard. It was designed and constructed by Harry Hayden Whiteley (1890-
1970) for Mrs. M. B. Cosby (Adele), the daughter of Gas Company Vice President Champ
Shepherd Vance. Records indicate that development of the property was for purposes of
investment, one of several the Cosby family made on Crenshaw Boulevard.

H. H. Whiteley studied drafting and engineering in Los Angeles and graduated from the
University of Southern California with a degree in engineering in 1924. He previously had
served as the chief draftsman for Twentieth Century Fox in 1920, the same year he worked on
the Boulevard Heights Mansion. Whiteley designed many residences and some commercial
buildings in Los Angeles and his work was featured in several publications including Home and
Garden and the Western Architect. He was known for use of the Spanish and Mediterranean
Revival styles. Whiteley spent part of his career working with prominent architects Paul Revere
Williams, Frank M. Tyler, and Adrian Wilson. Later, Whiteley relocated to Las Vegas where he
worked on a number of projects including the original Las Vegas Convention Center, built in
1958, which was an example of his work in the Modern style.

The Mediterranean Revival, two-story house retains many of its original features including
arched wooden multi-lite windows, a rounded molded entryway, engaged corkscrew columns,
leaded glass windows, and stucco cladding. The main entrance of the house faces north, away
from Crenshaw Boulevard, and has a brick patio. The house has a mixed roof system with a
gabled front portion, a shed roof over the entry and foyer, and a flat parapet roof to the north
and rear. The mixed roof form and two-story massing create an asymmetrical and multi-faced
front elevation.

The exterior of the house is mostly intact. The limited alterations include removal of the Spanish
clay tile roofing, addition of security bars, demolition of the garage, and removal of some of the
attic vents.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

FINDINGS
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that

the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.





















































































































































