
 Los Angeles Department of City Planning 
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REQUEST: Comments to State of California Office of Historic Preservation on 

proposed listing of Garment Capitol Building to the National 
Register of Historic Places 

 

APPLICANT: Andrea Galvin and Ben Taniguchi 
 Galvin Preservation Associates 
 1611 South Pacific Coast Highway, Suite 104 
 Redondo Beach, CA  90277  
   

OWNER: 217 E. 8th Street LLC 
    217 East 8th Street 

Los Angeles, CA  90014 
    
 
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 
Adopt the proposed resolution. 
 
S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP 
Director of Planning 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]     [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]    
    
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 
 
 

Prepared by: 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]    
 ________________________ 
Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner 
Office of Historic Resources 
 
 

Attachments:  A) Resolution 
                         
  

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

 
HEARING DATE: September 17, 2009 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1010 
  200 N. Spring Street 

 Los Angeles, CA   
 90012 

CASE NO.: CHC-2009-2860-NR 
 
 
Location: 217-221 E. 8th Street  
Council District: 14 
Community Plan Area: Central City 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Downtown Los 
Angeles 
Legal Description: Lot 23 of the Resubdivision 
of the Widow Botiller Tract  
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FINDINGS 

 
See Resolution in Attachment A. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
In 2007, the State Office of Historic Preservation and the National Park Service approved the 
City of Los Angeles’ application to become a “Certified Local Government” (CLG) for historic 
preservation under the National Historic Preservation Act.  This action provided official 
recognition to the City of Los Angeles for its new comprehensive historic preservation program 
with the establishment of the Office of Historic Resources.  CLG status gives the City of Los 
Angeles formal authority to comment on nominations of districts, sites, buildings, structures, and 
objects to the National Register of Historic Places and California Register of Historical 
Resources.  Both National Register and California Register nominations are ultimately reviewed 
by the State Office of Historic Preservation (OHP) and presented for approval before the State 
Historical Resources Commission (SHRC).     
 
With input from the Rules and Government Committee and the City Council, the Office of 
Historic Resources developed a procedure to provide comments from the City of Los Angeles to 
the SHRC while conforming to the City’s Intergovernmental Relations process.  Approved in 
December 2008, this process calls for preparation of a proposed resolution 
(Support/Opposition/General Comments), for approval by the Cultural Heritage Commission, 
City Council, and concurrence by the Mayor.       
 
NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA 
 
Criterion 1: Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of our history. 
Criterion 2: Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 
Criterion 3: Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region or method 
of construction or represents the work of a master or possesses high artistic values, or 
represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction. 
Criterion 4: Has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history. 

 

SUMMARY 

 

Built in 1926 and located in the downtown area, this 12-story commercial building exhibits 
character-defining features of Gothic Revival style architecture.  The subject building is 
rectangular in plan and is situated on Los Angeles Street between 8th Street and Santee Street.  
The subject building has three primary facades clad in concrete, glazed terra cotta and ruffled 
brown brick arranged in a classic base-shaft-capital composition.  The entrance is a recessed 
off-center doorway topped by a modern metal awning.  The lower levels are defined by 
modernized storefronts on the ground floor and second floor windows flanked by ornate Gothic-
style faux-buttress piers, niches and bands of intricate decorative terra cotta.  This decorative 
work employs traditional Gothic-style tracery forms including trifoils and quatrefoils, as well as 
shields, foliation, and figureheads.  The third through eleventh levels have rows of paired metal 
casement windows above terra cotta panels with three lancet-style arched forms.  The twelfth 
level has rows of paired metal casement windows flanked by a Gothic-style terra cotta parapet.  
The final floor has double-height arched metal casement windows separated by alternating 
faux-buttresses piers extending from the attic level to the twelfth level.  A repeated row of paired 
decorative terra cotta shields serves as the capital of the composition.  Significant interior 
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spaces include a main lobby space with marble and decorative stenciling and moldings visible 
above portions of a dropped ceiling added at a later date.              
 
The Garment Capitol Building was designed by architect William Douglas Lee.  Lee is 
responsible for the design of the El Royale Apartments (Historic-Cultural Monument #309; 
1929), another period-revival high-rise building.  Lee designed several commercial and light 
industrial buildings for Lloyd and Casler Incorporated, who also financed the subject building.  
This company was led by its president Florence Casler (1869-1954), one of the few women in 
Los Angeles in that period to head a company in the field of development and construction of 
high-rise buildings.  In 1926, Casler was appointed head of the Peoples National Bank of Los 
Angeles, making her the only female director of a bank in Los Angeles.    
 
The Garment Capitol Building is located in an area with a high concentration of garment 
manufacturers and merchants; since the 1930s, the subject building has been used for these 
purposes.   
 
Later alterations to the subject building include the replacement of main entrance storefronts, 
covering of clerestory windows, removal of terra cotta parapet finials, and the addition of a 
dropped ceiling in the lobby space.   
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The City of Los Angeles declared the Garment Capitol Building a Historic-Cultural Monument on 
July 29, 2008, making it HCM #930 
 
The National Register application was received by the Office of Historic Resources, Department 
of City Planning, City of Los Angeles on August 28, 2009.   
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ATTACHMENT A: Proposed Resolution 
 
WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, 
regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental body 
or agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the 
concurrence of the Mayor; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles through the Cultural Heritage Commission and its duties as 
a Certified Local Government has reviewed the National Register of Historic Places nomination 
for the Garment Capitol Building located at 217-221 E. 8th Street; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles deems that the applicant (Galvin Preservation Associates) 
submitted a complete application and followed proper notification procedures for National 
Register of Historic Places nominations; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles believes that the application thoroughly provides an 
exhaustive architectural description, and statement significance; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles declared the Garment Capitol Building a Historic-Cultural 
Monument on July 29, 2008, making it HCM #930; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles found that the Garment Capitol Building meet three criteria 
of the Cultural Heritage Ordinance, declaring that a) the building “embodies the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction” as an example of Gothic Revival style commercial architecture; b) 
that the building is associated with a master builder, designer, or architect, as a work by 
architect William Douglas Lee; and c) that the property is identified with a historic personage, 
Florence Casler (1869-1954), one of the first women in Los Angeles in the early 20th century to 
head a company in the field of development and construction of high-rise buildings and one of 
the first female directors of a bank in Los Angeles; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles believes that the Garment Capitol Building successfully 
meets Criterion C of the National Register of Historic Places criteria as an excellent example of 
the early 20th century Gothic Revival style; 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by adoption of 
this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles SUPPORTS the proposed listing of the Garment Capitol 
Building to the National Register of Historic Places. 
 

 

 




































