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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the  
 CROSS OF SAN YSIDRO 
 

REQUEST:  Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
APPLICANT: Little Landers Historical Society 
    Mary Lou Pozzo 

10966 Hillhaven Avenue 
    Tujunga, CA  91042 
 

OWNER: Department of Recreation and Parks, City of Los Angeles 
200 North Main St., #1290 CHE 
Los Angeles, CA  90012 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10(c)4 
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
may warrant further investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP 
Director of Planning 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]     [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]     
     
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 
 
Prepared by: 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]     
 ________________________ 
Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner 
Office of Historic Resources 
 
Attachments:  August, 2009 Historic-Cultural Monument Application 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

 
HEARING DATE: September 17, 2009 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1010 
  200 N. Spring Street 
  Los Angeles, CA   
  90012 

CASE NO.:  CHC-2009-2872-HCM 
          ENV-2009-2876-CE 
 
Location: 7570 McGroarty Terrace 
Council District: 2 
Community Plan Area: Sunland-Tujunga-Lake View 
Terrace- Shadow Hills- East La Tuna Canyon 
Area Planning Commission: North Valley 
Neighborhood Council: Sunland-Tujunga 
Legal Description: Lot PT 229 of Western Empire 
Tract 
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SUMMARY 
 

Constructed in 1923, the subject object is located on Mount McGroarty in the Verdugo 
Mountains of Pasko Park, in the Sunland-Tujunga community.  The Cross of San Ysidro is a 
thirty foot poured reinforced concrete cross positioned atop a base made of native rock.  Etched 
lettering on the base reads “Mount McGroarty.”      
 
Built by a local builder, George Washington Harris, the cross was designed by architect Arthur 
Burnett Benton.  A noted architect of residential buildings, several of his works have been 
designated as Historic-Cultural Monuments (HCMs): J.E. Maxwell Residence (HCM #539; 
1907), Mary Andrews Clark Residence (HCM #158; 1913), McGroarty House (HCM #63; 1923), 
and Church of the Advent (HCM #512; 1925). 
 
The Cross of San Ysidro was constructed as a visual landmark for the Little Landers community 
who established Sunland-Tujunga in 1913.  The religious community named it San Ysidro in 
honor of their first established Little Landers Colony.  The setting of the subject object, Mount 
McGroarty, was named for writer, playwright, California poet laureate and Los Angeles Times 
columnist John Steven McGroarty.  Using the image of the cross, McGroarty made the subject 
object famous in his Los Angeles Times columns, “As Seen from the Green Verdugo 
Mountains.”  Architect Burnett Benton also designed the 1923 home of McGroarty.    
   
Since its completion in 1923, the Cross of San Ysidro has been the site of an Easter Sunrise 
Service, sponsored by the local Kiwanis club and the Sunland-Tujunga Ministerial Association, 
and has become a prominent visual landmark for the Sunland-Tujunga area. 
 
The only alteration to the proposed monument appears to be the painting of the subject in white 
at an unknown date. 
 
CRITERIA 
 

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age.  At issue is whether the Commissioners determine the 
building is significant enough to warrant designation.  
 
FINDINGS 
 

Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that 
the application is complete and that the property is significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 

 


























































































