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SUMMARY

Constructed in 1923, the subject object is located on Mount McGroarty in the Verdugo
Mountains of Pasko Park, in the Sunland-Tujunga community. The Cross of San Ysidro is a
thirty foot poured reinforced concrete cross positioned atop a base made of native rock. Etched
lettering on the base reads “Mount McGroarty.”

Built by a local builder, George Washington Harris, the cross was designed by architect Arthur
Burnett Benton. A noted architect of residential buildings, several of his works have been
designated as Historic-Cultural Monuments (HCMs): J.E. Maxwell Residence (HCM #539;
1907), Mary Andrews Clark Residence (HCM #158; 1913), McGroarty House (HCM #63; 1923),
and Church of the Advent (HCM #512; 1925).

The Cross of San Ysidro was constructed as a visual landmark for the Little Landers community
who established Sunland-Tujunga in 1913. The religious community named it San Ysidro in
honor of their first established Little Landers Colony. The setting of the subject object, Mount
McGroarty, was named for writer, playwright, California poet laureate and Los Angeles Times
columnist John Steven McGroarty. Using the image of the cross, McGroarty made the subject
object famous in his Los Angeles Times columns, “As Seen from the Green Verdugo
Mountains.” Architect Burnett Benton also designed the 1923 home of McGroarty.

Since its completion in 1923, the Cross of San Ysidro has been the site of an Easter Sunrise
Service, sponsored by the local Kiwanis club and the Sunland-Tujunga Ministerial Association,
and has become a prominent visual landmark for the Sunland-Tujunga area.

The only alteration to the proposed monument appears to be the painting of the subject in white
at an unknown date.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age. At issue is whether the Commissioners determine the
building is significant enough to warrant designation.

FINDINGS

Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that
the application is complete and that the property is significant enough to warrant further
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.



ErrY. e Lo ANSELES

SIGNIFICANCE WORK SHEET
TYPE OR HAND PRINT IN ALL CAPITAL BLOCK LETTERS

Complete One or Both of the Upper and Lower Portions of This Page

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

Cross of San Ysidro
THE IS AN IMPORTANT EXAMPLE OF

NAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT
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WAS IMPORTANT TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF LOS ANGELES BECAUSE a group of elderly pioneers,
known as the Millionaires of Happiness and Contentment, wanted a landmark for the Sunland-Tujunga
Valley. In the 1920's, when tourists and heaith seekers (lungers) flooded the area, it was fo serve as their
beacon. The area, not known for racial diversity, did pride itself on religious tolerance. Since Tujunga
was the second of the Little Landers Colonies, the Cross was given the name of the first Colony - San
Ysidro.

History would tell of San Ysidro as the patron saint of farmers and ranchers, but the Millionaires Club
would change the meaning to the “Patron Saint of Little Homes”. Since the plan was approved by the
community and the Realty Board, the misnomer stood. For eighty-seven (87) years, the Cross has been
the site of an Easter Sunrise Service. '

For many years the Cross was lit for the two (2) weeks prior to Easter and Christmas. It still serves as a
landmark to residents and moforists alike.

The dedication of the mountaintop to John Steven McGroarty (poet laureate, Los Angeles Times
columnist and United States Congressman), the Cross of San Ysidro (Patron Saint of Farmers and
Ranchers) and the naming of the Park for Edgar Pasko (Methodist Minister) would insure the history of
the Suniand-Tujunga Valley would not be forgotten.

The Cross, des?gned by one of the southland’s most important and prolific architects, Arthur B. Benton,
and built by local nature-lover, George W, Hatris, signifies this monument as an important landmark of
Southern California history.



HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLICATION
TYPE OR HAND PRINT IN ALL CAPITAL BLOCK LETTERS

IDENTIFICATION

1. NAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT The Cross of San Ysidro

-2 ST'REET ADDRESS Pasko Park - Mt. MCGroartY

CITY Verdugo Hills - Tujunga 71 copg 21042 COUNCIL DISTRICT 2
2563 - 026 - 900

3. ASSESSOR’S PARCEL NO.

4 COMPLETE LEGAL DESCRIPTION; TRaCT _ nootern Empire 3953

Region/Cluster

03/03176 LOT(s) __2000/229 ARB. NO.

5. RANGE OF ADDRESSES ON PROPERTY 1.01 acres com s 24 28 W 316.69 ft from se cor of
lot 2000 tr # 3955 th s 89 08" w 212.22 ft th s 53 19' w 181.3 ft th s 36 41' e 140 ft

Los A ‘¢
6. PRESENT OWNER os Angeles City

Parks & Recreation

STREET ADDRESS
cry_ Los Apgeles : STaTE_C® 7P CODE.____ PHONE( ) oo
OWNERIS: PRIVATE ' pupnc | Municipality

7. PRESENT USE ORIGINAL USE

DESCRIPTION

8. ARCHITECTURAL STYLE ___ !1ission Revival
(SEE STYLE GIEDE)

9. STATE PRESENT PHYSICAL DESCRIP’ﬁON OF THE SITE OR STRUCTURE (SEE OPTIONAL DECRIFTION WORK SHEET)

(see attached)

HSTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLICATION
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The thirty (30) foot Cross of native rock and poured concrete is located on Mount McGroarty in the
northern range of the Verdugo Mountains. It is located inside a one (1) acre Pasko Park, named after the
Reverend Edgar W. Pasko (Methodist Minister) who came to the Little Lands Colony in 1913. A dirt road
at the end of Hilthaven Avenue in Tujunga, winds up the sage, cactus and chaparral dotted mountainside.
Coastal live oak trees and Mediterranean shrub dot the area.



HISTORIC~-CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLICATION

NAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT The Cross of San YSld,rO

10. CONSTRUCTION DATE: FACTUAL 1923 ESTIMATED

11. ARCHITECT, DESIGNER, OR ENGINEER Arthur Burnett Benton

12, CONTRACTOR OR OTHER BUILDER Richard L. Smith & George W. Harris

13. DATES OF ENCLOSED PHOTOGRAPHS 1923 to present

(8X1¢ BLACK AND WHITE GLOSSY)

14. CONDITION: [ EXCELLENT [ GOOD  [X®AIR ZEEDETERIORATED [ |NO LONGER IN EXISTENCE

15. ALTERATIONS very few. Every few years the Kiwanis Club repaints the

cross and its base white.

16. THREATS TO SITE: || NONE KNOWN || PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT ¥X| VANDALISM SZEPUBLIC WORKS PROJECT

I ZONING KXOTHER ... er9sion, earthquakes

17. 18 THE STRUCTURE: X¥ ON ITS ORIGINAL SITE [ MOVED || UNKNOWN

SIGNIFICANCE

18, BRIEF STATE HISTORICAL AND/OR ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE: INCLUDE DATES, EVENTS, AND PERSON ASSQCIATED
WITH THE SITE {(SEE OPTIONAL SIGNIFICANCE WORK SHEET)

(see attached)

19, SOURCES ST BOOKS, DOCUMENTS, SURVEYS, PERSONAL INTERVIEWS WITH DATES) (see attached)

20. DATE FORM PREPARED._ " VBUST 1, 2009 PREPARER'S NAME__ 2Ty Lou Pozzo
ORrGANrzATION L1EE1e Landers Histogica}l STREET ADDREss 10966 Hillhaven Avenue
oerety (818) 353-1718

crry_ Tujunga sTaTE___ G2 7o cope_21042  prONE BXEESKIOVENKAEEN

HISTORIC-CUITURAL MONUMENT
APPLICATION
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Situated atop the highest point of the Verdugo Mountains, made famous by John Steven McGroarty in his
column for the Los Angeles Times Newspaper entitled “As Seen From the Green Verdugo Mountains®,
stands a thirty (30) foot concrete cross overlooking the Suniand-Tujunga Valley. Designed by world
renowned architect, Arthur Burnett Benton and built by George Washington Harris, the builder of Bolion
Hall Museum, once the clubhouse of the Little Landers Colony (1913-1920), the Cross of San Ysidro has
been a landmark and a beacon to residents and motorists alike. No other landmark so typifies the spirit
of the early, hardy pioneers who braved the harsh climate and rocky soil of the valley below.

The Cross of San Ysidro has a rich history of celebration, community and diversification. For eighty-
seven (87) years an Easter Sunrise Service was observed by pioneers, residents and the southland
community at the base of the Cross. On only three {3) occasions was the service cancelled due to rain,
however, in 1924 the service was cancelled due to the quarantine in Los Angeles County for “foot and
mouth” disease. From cookbooks, yearbooks, Verdugo Hills Cemetery brochures, efc., this Cross
became the most important icon of the entire Sunland-Tujunga Valiey. Still situated on its original site,
with no alterations, it's the community’s most significant asset.

When Tujunga became an incorporated city of the 6" class in 1926, land-developer Marshall Valentine
Hartranft had yet to designate a portion of his land to the new city. On August 5, 1831, the Tujunga City
Council passed Resolution No. 254, that changed ownership of the land from M. Hartranft to Tujunga.
When Tujunga was consolidated with the City of Los Angeles, on March 4, 1932, Pasko Park became
part of the City's Parks & Recreation system.

From 1923 to present, the Easter Sunrigse Service has been sponsored by the local Kiwanis Club and the
Sunland-Tujunga Ministerial Association. Upkeep of the Cross, Park and trail has been provided by local
volunteers. It is not known when the native rock base of the Cross was painted white.

Thousands of hikers, tourists and Easter Sunrise Service patrons have enjoyed the bucolic splendor and
panoramic views of the San Gabriel Mountains and the valley beiow.
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The Cross has been a sacred symbol from the earliest Antiquity. It is found upon alt the

enduring monuments of the world, in Egypt, in Assyria, in Hindostan, in Persia, and on

the Buddhist towers of trefand. Buddha was said to have died upon it. The Druids cut an

oak into its shape and held it sacred, and built their temples in that form. Pointing 1o the

four quarters of the world, it was the symbol of universal nature. it was on a cruciform

thrﬂee,' that Chrishna was said to have expired, pierced with arrows. It was revered in
exico.

But its peculiar meaning in this Degree, is that given to it by the Ancient Egyptians.
Tltoth or Phika is represented on the oldest monuments carrying in his hand the Crux
Ansata, or Ankh, [a Tau cross, with a ring or circle over i]. He is so seen on the double
tablet of Shufu and Nob Shufu, builders of the greatest of the Pyramids, at Wady
Meghara, in the peninsula of Sinai. It was the hierogfyghic for life, and with a triangle
prefixed meant lifegiving. To us therefore it is the symbot of Life — of that life that
emanated from the Deity, and of that Etemiat Life for which we all hope; through our faith
in Giod’s infinite goodness.
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Charles 1. Fisher / Highland Park Heritage Trust
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Arthur B, Benton Residence, Angeleno Heights, Oct 25, 2004 {photo by Charles J. Fisher)

Arthur B. Benton Residence, Los Angeles Historic Cultural Monument
#827

Declared October 25, 2004

Aurthur Burnett Benton was one of the foremost architects of turn-of-the-century
Southern California. Born in Illinois, he studied architecture in Omaha, Nebraska,
and worked several years designing structures for the railroads. He arrived in Los
Angeles in 1893, and established a partnership with William Aiken. In 1896 he
designed this house for Mary Stilson, who had commissioned a number of spec
houses from Aiken & Benton in the Angeleno Heights section of Echo Park. Benton
purchased this home from Mrs. Stilson later that year. He enlarged the dining
room in 1903 and in 1912 redesigned the interior of the house to express his love
of history and European design. In 1913, he built a concrete garage behind the
house and in 1926 constructed a Japanese Tea House on top of that garage, which
was the same level as his rear yard, opening onto a lotus pond. Benton's best
known work is the original portion of the Mission Inn in Riverside, California. He
also designed the William Andrews Clark YWCA home at Third and Loma in Los

http://historiandhire.com/ ArthurBBentonResidence html 3/13/2009
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August 30, 2003 donnx@patthi.com
The Cross
Idea for: Millionaires of Happiness and
Contentment — Council of Elders

To Honor: J.S. McGroarty

Architect: Arthur 8. Benton

Approved: Realty Board and the community

Location: Exact spot by “delegation™

Construction: R.J. Smith and George W. Harris

Land: Donated 1 acre of land 2,000” high
: from Marshall Valentine Hartranft

R/L March 8, 1923 (Vol. 3 #27)

Plan Sunrise Baster Service On Summit Of McGroarty Hill

Millionaires of Happiness and Contentment Initiate Plans
to Place Great Cross on Green Verdugo Hills and Christen
Peak for Poet and Philosopher

Eater Sunday, April 1, 1923 will be marked in local history
as the date of the first great Faster morning service on the
summit of the Green Verdugo Hills.

On that day a white cross, 307 in height, built of reinforced concrete on the hilltop back of John
McGroarty’s home, will be dedicated and the hill itself will be formally christened in the name
of the poet and philosopher who has chosen its beautiful and peaceful northern slope as his
abiding place.

The idea first flashed into life at a council of elders of the Millionaires of Happiness and
Contentment, and immediately spread in favor though out the community. At 4 meeting of the
realty board Monday noon it assuined the form of action,

Arthur Benton, architect of the Mission Play House, who was in Tujunga in connection with the
building of Mr. MoGroarty's new home, first suggested that the oross be raised in time for the
coming Easter service. Forwith a delegation was sent to locate the exact spot where it should
stand. The work of constructing the cross, which will be anchored in a base of concrete then feet
square, was placed in charge of R.J. Smith and George Harris.

Page 1 of 4
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Rancho Tujunga by Sarah Lombard

1923 The Cross of San Ysidro was erected in Pasco Park atop Mt. McGroarty in April. Pasco
Park is a one-acre park dedicated by Hartranft to honor an early minister at Little Lands. For the
first Faster Sunrise Service trumpeters were stationed at different points along the road to sound
their trumpets at the first rays of the rising sun. A group was formed to guarantee the lighting of
the cross at night. -

1924 Plans for the second Faster Sunrise Service were finalized. The cost of lighting th Cross of
San Ysidro was estimated to be $200. For years the cross was lit each night; hewever, this
custom was discontinued.

1928 A pageant was presented at the Methodist Church on Easter Sunday. The Easter Sunrise
Service at the cross started with a bugle call. The cross of San Ysidro was lighted two weeks
before the annual Easter Sunrise Service. . :

1929 The sons of the first pastor of the Methodist Episcopal Church presented a communion
table to the church in memory of their father. The fifth annual Easter Sunrise Service was held at
the Cross of San Ysidro.

1930 Hundreds of people attended the Easter Sunrise Service at the Cross of San Ysidro.

1931 The total value of propérty in Tujunga was listed at $2,0545,640. An acre of land
surrounding the Cross of San Ysidro was donated by Hartranft as a memory to Rev. Edgar W.
Pasco and its property known as Pasco Park. The Pasco family were early settlers of Little
Lands. ' '

1933 The Kiwanis Club sponsored the Eater Sunrise Service at the Cross of San Ysidro in Pasco
Park.

1934 Easter Sunrise Services were again held at the Cross of San Ysidro for the ninth year.

1935 The annual Easter Sunrise Service was held at the Cross of San Ysidro, with the cross
being lighted a week before Easter. In those days the eross could be seen by all the Tujunga
Valley and most of the San Fernando Valley. :

1937 The Easter Sunrise Service was held, as usual, at the Cross of San Ysidro in Pasco Park.

Page 4 of 4



] And everyore who came had reason Lo be glad that he did s,

. V. Hartranft
Christens Peak
~-Mount McGroarty

The speech of M. V. Hartranft, de-
livered &t the sunrise Easter service,
christening the mountain on which the

ross of Ban Ysidro stands in honor of
_phn Qteven Mclroarty, was as foi-
wows: T - ;

In the lives of communities as well
#s of men there are peak points. Qur
eloved community has now Formed
fwo very high spiritual peaks. The
sk, that hallawed hill with its fiag-
pole o the yon side of the walley,
where sieep several honored members
T the Congregotion of the Faithiul,
nd now an this plorious Easter
sorning, A. D. 1923, we meet to dedi-
cate another high spol in the spirvitual
life of the valley.

I This cross, always pgleaming in the
porning sunrise, the noonday sun and
the purple sunset, will vefiect o us
the spirit of the genile Christ, and
a5 wei pugs up and down the valley
hese fwvo peaks will always he hefare
';ss, ander the influence of which our
petty strifes and envies mwst tend to-
ward obliteration,

. This eross we today dedieate to
Shrist and in honer of San Ysidvo,
batron saint and guardian of little
homes throughout the world; and this
monutain peak upon which the cross
i erected is te be named in honor of
aalifornin’s beloved poet-historian and
shilosopher, who, in addition to and
above all the great work he has done
for California, becams himself a2 de-
fander and inspirer of Little homes and
prpunized the imperishable Clil of
Millionaives of Contentinent and Hap-
piness. As pastov-padre of the Con-
gragation of the Faithful he has put
before the worid the chevighed ideals
of this community in its broad relig-

ious tolerance that spans all denom-

‘inatlonalism and brings us all to owr
kmees in daily prayer to just one
Father God.

We hadl Saint Vsidre! Today we

'pamc this mountain in perpetual com-
‘memoration of eur much loved citizen
while he is yet with us.
. We dread that fateful day pictured
iin Goldsroith's Deserted Villuge when
these Htble homes may he swallowed
up by farger enes and preat estates.
To those who impetuously yearn for
Jthe” coming of greab wealth to ve-
place these precious little homes we
iask in the paraphrased words of
Goldsimith:

-

Where then” Ah where? shall cul-
U {uve] thrift veside,

1To 'scape the pangs that Toily pays
to pride.

E’T;’s yours to judge how wide the lim-
] jts sband
| Between mere splendor or o happy

land.

I When we look aver the history of
i perished civilizations huvied under the
dpsts of centuries, we sometinies won-
der who and what kind of people oc-
eupied this Jovely vale, say thousands
of years even before the Indians
‘game 7

We have nething but geolopic im-

® et only hecause of the heautiful and

impressive ceremenies, but hecause
the view on every hand was full of
beauty and defight, A little way up
the Hillkaven voad the pilgrims tiber-
aily entered the clonds, and the long
foot trnil leading around ihe hillside
from the end of the aufo read was
even more charming than when the
sun i3 warm and bright, On the vight
hand rose the green-clad wall of the
moeuntain with all the flowers and fo-
liage sparlkling with raindrops, while
on the left the slope fell abruptly into
a sea of misty clouds that filled all
the valleys and canyons of the Tala-
mantes and hid the hills and moun-
tains beyond.

Just before Professor Adams sound-
ed the trumpet notes that began the
Kaster service the mists parted over
the valley and showed the }ittie homes
of Tujunga and Sunland far below.
The cross was biessed by Father Ton-
elio, who added & few words expres-
sive of its significance as the symbel
of the Son of God wateching over and
suarding His people. A double quar-
tet of singers from the Mission Play
gang “Unfold Ye Portals Bvexlasting,”
and Dr. J. U. Stoifs read from the
seriptures the story of the resurree-
tion. An Eoster anthem sang by the
ehotr of the Community chavch of Ta-
junga was fellowed by a speech by M.
¥, Hartrenft christening the mountain
in honor of John Steven MeGroarty.
The singing of “The Rocl of Ages" by
the conpgregation and n benadietion by
Dr. Blotts clazed the servies,

The ease with which everyone made
the journey up the mountain side waos
a subject of peneral comment. Mrs.
Alma F. Wieman, who has reduced
her stair-elimbing $o o minhoum for
some months past beesuse of a bad
knee, same up the trail quite spryly

{Continned on Page &3

prints of animai and vegetable life to
tell us,

But, good neighbors, herve is a heau-
tiful evoss, designed by the noted ar-
chiteet Arthur Benton; constructed of
imperishable veinforced conerele by
George Marris and Richard Smith, two
of our master workmen, and down
threough the eerridor of thoeusands of
years this monument to the gentle
Nazavene will tell the world who and
what kind of people Tived in this vale
in the year of our Lord 1928

Upon this bronge casting, apainst
which the rusts of time ave shmost fu-
tile, is our fribute to the saintly
Ysidroe, guardian and defender of the
people of lesser wealth wnd richer
spirit,

And in ineffacenble words upon the
solid conerete we hand fo futuve gen-
evations the name of our neiphbor and
leader, the pastor-padre of the Con-
gregation of the Faithfvl, the sim-
plicity and depth of whose theology
vestg solely upon continunous and reg-
wler praver to God, amd forms =
biessed lie that Dbindg our hearss in
Christian love,

And this monument spon this moun-
tain peak teHs fo our neighbor what
we would alt like to have him lmow,
now while he is among us, of our ap-
precintion of the blessings of his life
amengst us.

Therefore, here now, in the shadow
of this beautiful cross, wa christen this
peak Mount MeGroarty, Forever,

while Time shall last! Amen!

Froonding Susitees

Msz;.e_sf Lo Vo 2=es el 557




1924

Second Sunrise Easter Service
On Mount McGroarty Sunday
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Simplicity and Dignity Mark Second Avpnual Gathering of Neigh-
bors of the Green Verdugo Hills at Fpot of Qross Raised in
Honor of San Ysidro, Guardian Saint of Little Homes

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE,, |
CANCELLED BY QUARANTINE

Just: after the” Record-Ledger Wasi
ih the mail last Thursday. morning]
the sunrise Baster service:on Me:Me
Groarty was eancelled by order of thei
county authorities ‘on “gecount ofifhed

‘foot and mouth disease quaranfine: |

‘This ‘action was in accordanes with!
very drastic measures which aré being]

taken. to prevent possible spread: of!
the: epidemic ‘to. the wild gamé in: hill!
fand mointain districts) For thiy Teg-!
son the Hilthaveh roadhas been' tloszd;

v everyone ‘except residents:of that!

Iplace; ‘and dll- traffie iﬂtg-*-Bingﬂ—i

junga and othef canyons is beingl
turned back T &
* The' Ashramacat theinorthiend oflf

‘Pennsylvania- avedfie iis under “avsim~

ilar quarantine, and Sunday set¥ices’
at that place were discontiitied for thelf

present. < f € 2}% o
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THE CROSS OF SAN YSIDRO

199

HILLTOP SYMBOL -- Photographer Al Elliot made this
recent picture of the Cross of San Vsidro, 30-year-old
fandmark’ located on Mt. McGroarty, above Sunland and

Tujunga.

Except for two years, the site of the cross

has been the scene of Easter Sunrise Services since 1923,

By WALLACE MORGAN

The most significant evidence
of the spirit of folerance devel-
oped by the valley's pioneers was
furnished by their Tirst Sunrise
Baster Bervice. The service was
held at the dedication of the Cross
of San Ysidro, which stands on
the gummit of Mount MeGroarty,
one of the dominant pea¥ks in the
northern range of the Verdugo
Hillg,

The cross which was designed
by 4 Los Angeles arehitect—and
built by Tujungza and Sunland
craftsmen, iz of reinforced con-
crete, poursd in ome continuous
process. It 18 as sturdy and artis-
tie as any structure of it kind
in the state. Its base of native

rock glves it an added eifect of .

stability. But the cireumstances
of the dedleation of the oross are
of more Interest than ifs compo-
sition, "™

THE 1023 SUNRISE SERVICE
was sponsored by the Tujunga
Kiwanis Club. By a speciasl dis-
pensgtion, Father Tonello, pastor
of Our Ledy of Lourdes Catholic
chirch of Tujunga, conducted the
servive of dedieation. Members
and clergymen from all Protes-
tant denominations in the valley
participated in the service,

The unusual feature of this re-
ligious cooperation was that San

Ysidro, Patron Saint of Little
Homes, in whose honor the cross
was built and raised, was not a
saint of the Catholie church, ac-
cording to John McGroarty, nor,
30 far as known, was he afflliat-
ed with any Protestant denomina-
tion. He was a Spanish peasant,
and his name, McQroarty said,
indieates he probably was a Jew.

Hig only claim to ssinthood, it
appears, was the love, gratitude
ang reverence in which he was
held by his neighbors and fellow
peasants In the MNitle Spanigh
community where he lived many
years ago. For his continuing
kindnesg and soHeitude his saint-
liness was acclaimed throughout
the whole section where he lived
and he wag given the title of
Patron Saint of Little Homes by
common consent,

BSpesking to a group of hard-
boiled real estate brokers from
outside the valley—who were at-
tending a meeting of realtors in
Tujunga some time after the Cross
of Ban Ysidro was built and dedi-
cated, John MeceGroarty told one
of the legends of San Ysidro, sub-
stantially az follows:

ONE DAY, as Ysidro wag plow-
ing in the fleld of his employer,
some children came running to
tell him that a poor widow woman
in the neighborhood wag in dis-

tress because some dogs had
chased her goal away and she was
unable {o find it,

With no hesitation, Ysidro left
hig oxen standing in the furrow
and set oui to find the gost. But
when the farmer heard what Ysid-
ro was doing, he vowed it way
time Lo stop this sort of nonsense
and teach Ysidro to mind the bus-
iness he was paid for.

Bo the farmer giarted fo the
field, stopping on the way to eut
a stout rod from the hedge row,
swearing to himseir that a good

" beating was the best way to Seach

his servant where his duty lay.

But as the farmer came to a
gap in the hedge through which
he could see his field, he stopped
—hig eyes bulged, his mouth feli
open, his jaw stuck, and the rod
fell to the ground.

For there, before him were the
oxen, walking eteadily along the
furrow, and beside the plow stood
a tall figure all clothed in white,

For, sald Mr. MeGroarty, God
had sent one of Hig angels to do
Yeidre's work while Ysidro was
on hig errand of mercy,

*“UP HERE in the Green Ver-
dugo hille,” McGroarty told the
Glendale realtors, “We belleve
these things, And that iz why we
have raised this cross in honor
of Se&n Ysidro, patron salnt of.
little homes. And we pray to God
to let San Ysidro watch over our
Httie homes and protect them and
thoss who dwell in them.”

Thus the first Sunrise Bagter
Service in the Green Verdugo
hilly was sponsored by an organi-
zation of laymen, held around a
crosg that was raiged in honor of
a “sgint” who probably was a
Jew, blessed by a Catholic priest
during ceremonies Involving all
Protestant organizations in the
valley.

This ig not the only example of
the religious folersnce which has
marked the people of the Sunland
and Tujunga community,

Speaking st the funeral of Mrs.
Leo Smith, whose home had been
next door to the home of Mr, and
Mrs. McGroarty, the author of
the Mission Play and poet laure-
ate of California quoted the text:
“In My Father's house are many
mansions.” ’

“I am a Catholic,” zsid Mr, Mo
Groarty, so of course I will Hve
in the Catholic mansion. Nelle
Smith was g Beptist, so she will
Hve in the Baptist mansion. But
there will be nothing fo prevent
me from going aver to the Bap-
tat mansion fo talk to Nellie
Smith, nor to prevent Nellle Smith
from coming over to the Catholle
mansion to talk to me—Jjust as
we have visited esch others
homes here in Tujunga’
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. or car,

. O other car has ever
achieved this spectacular
feat, climbing up a 100
per cent grade where no real road
has ‘ever been made to the very
top of Mt. Me Groarty.

This achievinent was made possi-
ble by the Star's. wonderful million
dollar motor and has been repeat-
ed a number of times, making the
climb two days during the Moon
Festival, at which time a large
crowd of local people witnessed
the feat! and appreciated the super
power of this wonderful Star molb-

The iour~whee1 brakes of “Lodo-
motive type,” greally add to the
safety of the car during the de-

Up to The Cross-
. Of M¢. Mc Groarty
“In a Stock Star Car

TFHERFTLERISEL

¢ rastia: CEITHAEIIRET  PAHELE TR L EIINSUREIZAY

=Top

cent, zs it has been proven that’
two wheel brokes will nol hold a
car on & grade go steep, with
with safety.

Mr. Me Lean, president of the .
Me Lean Motor Sales, Ine., says
that through all of his years of
experience in the automobile busi-
ness he has never been able to
make such wonderful demonstra-
tions of power and durability as
can be made with the stock Star
car.

My. H. L. Harvey, Tujunga repre-
gentative of the above mentioned
firm, is always glad to demons-
trate or give any information and
assistance possible in acquainting
you with the Star car and Hs
performances.
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AERICAN heritage is that of fortitude—the courage to win over

unbe%i_ev:b?.e:hsr‘ wps. The spirit necessary to win, the spirit of the hardy pioneers
is seen today in all that we do. We no longer search for hidden treasure with rusted
gotd-pan and dulled pickaxe. We search for wisdom with modern fools of learning,
sharpened:by exp@riencé and understanding: We no longer strive along hidden paths.
Qur paths are lighted by a liberal education. We no longer walk in darkness. With

eyes wide, unafraid, with fortitude, with the courage of our forefathers we face the

future.
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RfGiONAL LANDMARK~-The 30-foot high San Ysidro Cross. erected- ln nnrlhern mnge of Verdugos, overlooks Sunlond Tu:uﬂgo orea,

T HIGH POINT !N
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Cross of San Ys:dro
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Into Romahhc Site for Teens

. BY JAMES' QUINN

 Tiees Stall Webtar

TUJUNGA=In the 19205, when

refugees (romithe Midwest and East. -
were moving in droves Lo the high,™
dry elimate of Sunland and Tujinga,
Johi Melroarty, one of the commu-"
nity's - founderk,. decided Lhe ureﬂ
neeped a ladmark:

Through he efforis- of lhe ncal
Kiwanis £ub, the commiunit

northern range of Lhe Veréugos‘
Called :the Crogs. of ;8ansy "
was @ Jandmark; Lhat: cGroﬂrt;&,.
Cathilie snd de
Ldalin abprcvec[,:, »

the 30-Jool high. Awhite crogd is viske
bie from the Tujungn buslh

' Bul. loday is lcss lhe landmark N

and religious shiine than it g a"r
Iying poinl-Jor leer-agers fooking for
a romanlic place 1o park at: mghL

When erecled, iandowncra- wirh
happity drawing seitlers, many. of
Lheny asthmaties, to Lhe foothitl &
gion with newspaper ads ihat said. -
"One sere, one lung and one dollar s,
all you weed Lo live In Suniand-Tu-
sunga,” according Le a-publicalin of
Lhe jocal Hisloric) Soclely. 7.

But the Sunland-Tujunga populas.
tlon, pepged 3t 50,000 by the Region-
a1 Pianning: Commission, long ago
stopped growing at Lhe boomlown
19205 pace, and interestin altreeling
seliiers \xancd as the popu%anon
graw,

Thus, lhe cross i no Ionger med-
tioned as one of lhe communily's,
proud assels. In {zel, several prom-.
inent residents .said recently, they
had mever heard of the-qrossevals

houph i is casy to spet from Fool-

hill Bowlevard on a clear day, -
. But.the -cross retaing one eofficial

funetion. Kach Easter Sunday, since s <

1923, at sunrise, services are cen- |

dueted there under spansorship of
the. Sunland-Tijunga- Mimsiemi
Assn.and the Kiwanis Club.

Since the cross is accessible fo cafs
only by a heavily rulléd dirt road,’
the Kiwanis ferry those attending
Lhe services the Jast hall mile in-
voughslorrain vehicles, |

Atlomeblies are able 1o negolizte
the sharp corners and sleep hills
leading up 1o the cross, bul parkmg
is limited on lop of the mountain,

What parking space exists ofien 18
fitled by leen-agess sl night, says a
spokesman al LAPDs Foothitl Divi-+
sing,

‘The highest paint I the northern
Verdugos, Moun, MeGroarty affords
those oh lop ah oppoartunily 1o spol
anyohe approaching.

\ F‘ﬂrlher. the hgth ol 'I\:;unga and
Sunland sparkie below; - - '
Us - popular “with the™ kids nn‘
douibit, about thit” sald-the LAPD
spokesman. "We palrol the area re-
guiarly. but it Is not considered ar

"majbr Arouble spol®

_An undated and unsigned pam-,
phiel in the Sunland-fujunga Labra-
ry suggests this is-nol the use Me
Groarly har'in mind in Lhe 205 when
he declared:

"We pray Lo God (e let Ban Vsidre
walch -over our litle homes and
proleci Lhem and these who dwelt in
them!. .

Said a mnmmpai oificizl: ] see gar

llghls up Lhere sometimes al-night,

I've never been up al the eross, bt
i'm sure they dow't go up lo pray al

night®




{ills-Cefetery stonds the cross

ak of Mounf McGroar?y The

e ihee that the Veréugo
élcomes fhose of\ell fmihs.
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The Cross Of San Ysidro
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Project Description(s): AB283 PROG PROP PLAN AMEND, ZC & HDD CHANGES THROUGHOUT THE CITY IN
ORDER TQ IMPLEMENT THE NEWLY CREATED OPEN SPACE (OS)

DATA NOT AVAILABLE

ORD-169743-SA580

The contents of this repart are bound by the User Agsesment as described i the Torms ard Conditions of this websile. For mora details, please refer to the Ferms & Gonditions link lozated at hitpizimas.laclty.org.
{*) - APN Area: LA County Assessor's Office is not the data providar for this em, The data sourcs is from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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