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2. Adopt the report findings. 
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FINDINGS 

 
1. The property reflects “the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State 

or community” for its association with the civil rights movement of homosexuals. 
 

2. The property is identified with “important events in the main currents of national, State or 
local history” for its association with one of the first documented civil rights 
demonstrations in the nation concerning the civil rights of homosexuals.  

 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 

 

SUMMARY 
 
Built in 1939 and located in the Silver Lake area, this one-story commercial building exhibits 
character defining features of the Art Deco style.  Located on Sunset Boulevard, the subject 
building is rectangular in plan with a flat roof.  The exterior is smooth stucco.  Glass and steel 
storefront windows and entrances are angled inwards.  The four bay upper façade features a 
stylized slightly apexed parapet with fluted vertical projections and geometric motifs.  This 
feature wraps the east elevation for one bay and includes a storefront window facing a parking 
lot.  The side elevations feature unadorned smooth stucco punctuated by fluted vertical 
pilasters.  A flag sign is located above the entry with a circular cat face in the upper portion and 
“Le Bar” inscribed in rectangular portion.  The subject building is currently partitioned into two 
separate commercial units, one housing a laundromat and the other a night club bar.     
 
The proposed Black Cat historic monument was built by architect Frank L. Stiff.  The subject 
building was originally constructed as a Safeway Market but has been operated as a nightclub 
bar/laundromat since the early 1960s.  In the late 1960s, the bar section was operating as “The 
Black Cat Bar,” and was recognized as an establishment serving a gay clientele.  At a New 
Year’s Eve celebration on December 31st 1966, eight undercover officers of the Los Angeles 
Police Department raided the Black Cat at midnight when patrons exchanged embraces and 
kisses.  After beating attendees and ending the celebration, LAPD officers arrested fourteen for 
assault and public lewdness.  Another bar nearby (the “New Face”) was also raided resulting in 
two arrests.   
 
With a burgeoning gay rights movement, 1960s youth counterculture, and the growth of 
alternative publications, groups of individuals reacted defiantly to the LAPD raid of the Black 
Cat, raids that had become commonplace for most of the 1950s-1960s.  Two recently formed 
organizations, PRIDE (Personal Rights in Defense and Education) and SCCRH (Southern 
California Council on Religion and the Homophile) organized a protest on February 11th, 1967.  
A crowd of 300-600 individuals gathered in front of the subject building and held a peaceful 
demonstration.   
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Of the two men arrested for lewd conduct (Charles Talley and Benny Baker), one was charged 
for kissing another male and the other charged for being dressed in women’s clothing and 
kissing another male.  They were convicted under California Penal Code Section 647 and 
required to register as sex offenders.  With the assistance of the American Civil Liberties Union 
(ACLU), the two men pursued an appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court.  Their attorney, Herbert E. 
Selwyn, asserted the right of equal protection under the law for homosexual men to kiss in 
public and unlike previous cases before the court, did not deny the sexual orientation of his 
clients.  On April 19, 1968, the Supreme Court voted not to accept the case for consideration.   
 
The demonstration at the Black Cat occurred two and a half years earlier than the famed 
Stonewall Riots that transpired in New York City in 1969.  The event at the subject property 
appears to be one of the earliest documented demonstrations asserting gay rights in the nation.  
The related court case stemming from the police raid appears to be groundbreaking in its legal 
defense of the civil rights of homosexuals.   
 
Alterations to the subject building include the conversion of the building from its original use as 
supermarket to a bar and laundromat.  The adjacent parking lot is part of the subject property.   
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Black Cat property successfully meets two of the specified Historic-Cultural Monument 
criteria: 1) reflects “the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or 
community,” and 2) is identified with “important events in the main currents of national, State or 
local history.”  As a commercial building reflective of the civil rights struggle of homosexuals, the 
property qualifies for designation as a Historic-Cultural Monument based on these criteria.   
 
Events that took place in the subject building when it housed the Black Cat bar in the 1960s 
triggered significant events in the civil rights struggle for homosexuals in the United States.  As 
a singular event, the 1967 demonstration that occurred in and around the subject property 
appears to be of national significance for occurring two years before the landmark Stonewall 
Riots that transpired in New York City.  The occurrence of the events at the Black Cat are 
documented and confirmed by primary sources and rare photographs and are not speculative.  
The physical embodiment of the subject building is the only significant tangible link to the events 
that occurred.   
 
While the subject building does not appear to exhibit an architectural design style that rises to 
the level of Monument criteria, it does retain significant architectural integrity, setting, and 
context to convey the events that occurred between 1966-1968.   
 
BACKGROUND 
 
At its meeting of July 17, 2008, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the application 
under consideration.  On August 7, 2008, the Cultural Heritage Commission toured the subject 
property.  
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RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10    
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
may warrant further investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 

S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP 
Director of Planning 
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SUMMARY 
 
Built in 1939 and located in the Silver Lake area, this one-story commercial building exhibits 
character defining features of the Art Deco style.  Located on Sunset Boulevard, the subject 
building is rectangular in plan with a flat roof.  The exterior is smooth stucco.  Glass and steel 
storefront windows and entrances are angled inwards.  The four bay upper façade features a 
stylized slightly apexed parapet with fluted vertical projections and geometric motifs.  The side 
elevations feature unadorned smooth stucco punctuated by fluted vertical pilasters.  A flag sign 
is located above the entry with a circular cat face in the upper portion and “Le Bar” inscribed in 
rectangular portion.  The subject building is currently partitioned into two separate commercial 
units, one housing a laundromat and the other a night club bar.     
 
The proposed Black Cat historic monument was built by architect Frank L. Stiff.  The subject 
building was originally constructed as a Safeway Market but has been operated as a nightclub 
bar/laundromat since the early 1960s.  In the late 1960s, the bar section was operating as “The 
Black Cat Bar,” and was recognized as an establishment serving a gay clientele.  At a New 
Year’s Eve celebration on December 31st 1966, eight undercover officers of the Los Angeles 
Police Department raided the Black Cat at 12:05 am when patrons exchanged embraces and 
kisses.  After beating attendees and ending the celebration, LAPD officers arrested fourteen for 
assault and public lewdness.  Another bar nearby (the “New Face”) was also raided resulting in 
two arrests.   
 
With a burgeoning gay rights movement, 1960s youth counterculture, and the growth of 
alternative publications, groups of individuals reacted defiantly to the LAPD raid of the Black 
Cat, raids that had become commonplace for most of the 1950s-1960s.  Two recently formed 
organizations, PRIDE (Personal Rights in Defense and Education) and SCCRH (Southern 
California Council on Religion and the Homophile) organized a protest on February 11th, 1967.  
A crowd of 300-600 individuals gathered in front of the subject building and held a peaceful 
demonstration.   
 
Of the two men arrested for lewd conduct (Charles Talley and Benny Baker), one was charged 
for kissing another male and the other charged for being dressed in women’s clothing and 
kissing another male.  They were convicted under California Penal Code Section 647 and 
required to register as sex offenders.  With the assistance of the American Civil Liberties Union 
(ACLU), the two men pursued an appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court.  Their attorney, Herbert E. 
Selwyn, asserted the right of equal protection under the law for homosexual men to kiss in 
public and unlike previous cases before the court, did not deny the sexual orientation of his 
clients.  On April 19, 1968, the Supreme Court voted not to accept the case for consideration.   
 
The demonstration at the Black Cat occurred two and a half years earlier than the famed 
Stonewall Riots that transpired in New York City in 1969.  This event appears to be one of the 
earliest documented demonstrations asserting gay rights in the nation.  The related court case 
stemming from the police raid appears to be groundbreaking in its legal defense of the civil 
rights of homosexuals.   
 
Alterations to the buildings include the conversion of the building from its original use as 
supermarket to a bar and laundromat.     
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CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that 
the application is complete and that the property is significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 



 Historic-Cultural Monument 

Application

TYPE OR PRINT IN ALL CAPITAL BLOCK LETTERS 

Identification

1. name of proposed monument   ___  The Black Cat  _  _____                       _

2. street address  ___  3909 W. Sunset Boulevard                                                      _

city  ___Los Angeles ________zip code  ____90029   council district  _               13                             _

assessor’s parcel no.                               5429-013-020                                        _

3. complete legal description:   tract _ Childs Heights, as per Map filed in Book 39, Page 97 of Miscellaneous 

Records , in the Office of the County Recorder of Los Angeles County & Ptn Sunset Boulevard (abandoned)  _

     Block                   4                   _Lot(s) _SE 100 Ft of Lots 1, 2 and 3    _ arb. no.                            N/A                      _

range of addresses on property         3901 through 3913 W. Sunset Boulevard     and      _

  1101 through 1117 Hyperion Avenue             _

4. present owner     Roco Investments, LLC, c/o Nureet and David Cohen           __   ___

street address ____    9903 Santa Monica Boulevard, No. 1047                      _

city _Beverly Hills      state   CA zip code  90212-1606 phone_ (310) unknown                      _

owner is:     private  X          __public                                                _

5. present use _Bar and Laundromat _        original use _   Grocery Store                     _

Description

6. architectural style  ___    Art Deco                       _

7. state present physical description of the site or structure (see optional description worksheet)

     (see description worksheet)         _         _ 

                    _    _          _     _

            _     _     _                 _    _

               _      _     

_                _       

_                             _

_               _

                              _ 

historic-cultural monument  

application 



Historic-Cultural Monument

Application

Name of Proposed Monument       The Black Cat     

10. construction date: factual _            1939                 _estimated                                   _

11. architect , designer, or engineer: __  Frank L. Stiff        _

12. contractor or other builder: _  William D. Coffey        _

13. dates of enclosed photographs _                April 4, 2008 and June 8, 2008                        _

14. condition:  excellent      good  fair      deteriorated       no longer in existence 

15. alterations:    Building was converted from a Safeway market to a bar and laundromat in the early 1960s.  

 There have been minor modifications to signage and storefronts since 1967.  A small stage was installed 

in the bar in 1984 and a canopy was installed at the rear of the bar in 2004. .                     _

16. threats to site  none known    private development  vandalism  public works project 

17. is the structure  on its original site   moved  unknown 

significance

briefly state historical and/or architectural importance; include dates, events, and persons associated 

with site (see optional significance worksheet)  This structure is a one-story Art Deco former Safeway   _

_ Market building, which has been operated as a bar and laundromat since the early  1960s.  The period of

_ significance dates from January 1, 1967 to February 11, 1967.  in the early minutes of January 1, 1967_

the Los Angeles police department conducted a raid on the black cat bar at this address.  Fourteen         _

persons were arrested, including patrons and employees.   on the evening of February 11, 1967 what may 

have been the largest protest ever to be held by gay and lesbian people in this country up to that point of 

time occurred in front of the bar and on adjacent street corners.  (see significance worksheet for full _

report)              _                      _                                 _                _.      _  

              -                                                                                      _        _

          _             _         _    _

                                                        _

18. sources (list books, documents, surveys, personal interviews with dates) Los Angeles City Building permits per        _ 

attached,  LA County assessors records, recorded deeds,  see “sources” in significiance worksheet for sources used 

in that document                                                                     _      

               _

19. date form prepared  June    , 2008_ preparer’s name                  Wes Joe and Charles J. Fisher                                   _

organization  friends of the black cat street address  932 Maltman Avenue, #12                     _

               city  Los Angeles  state _CA   zip code        90026 phone  _ (323) 662-5189          _

  E-mail address: _                            wesjoe@aol.com                         _

historic-cultural monument  

application



DESCRIPTION WORK SHEET

type or print in all capital block letters 

the _  The Black Cat   _ is a  __  ___              1       story,
                                                                         name of proposed monument                                                                                                                                                         number of stories 

    Art Deco   _,   _ rectangular  plan    commercial building       _
                   architectural  style  (see liine 8 above)                                                          plan shape   (see chart)                                                                          structure use (residence, etc)   

with a     smooth stucco   _ finish and                                    metal                                     trim.
material (wood siding, wood shingles, brick, stucco, etc                                                                                                                                                  material (wood, metal, etc.)   

its               flat roof is    covered with rolled composition  .            glass and steel       ,
                         roof shape (see chart))                                                                            material (clay tile, asphalt or wood shingles                                                                      WINDOW MATERIAL

   fixed pane                               are part of the design. 
window type [double hung (slides up & down), casement (opens out), horizontal sliding, etc]                             

the entry features a      simple inward angled storefront with a flat surface  . _
                                                                                                                          door location (recessed, centered, off-center, corner, etc.)

with a _ flat double aluminum door. Additional character defining elements 
                                    entry door style (see chart) 

of the structure are  a decorative parapet on front and parking lot facades with a simple Moderne_
identify ooriginal features such as porches (see chart); balconies; number and shape of dormers (see chart);  

style porch covering the triangular inset entry.  A flag sign is located above the bar entry with a cat
number and location of chimneys; shutters; secondary finish materials; parapets; metal trim; decorative tile or cast stone; arches;  

face in the upper circular portion and the words “Le Bar” inscribed in the rectangular lower portion
ornamental woodwork; symmetry or asymmetry; cornices; friezes; towers or turrets; bay windows; halftimbering; horizontality;  

(The sign originally said “The Black Cat” when it was installed in 1965).  The bar storefront has no     _    
verticality; formality or informality; garden walls, etc. 

windows, but the laundromat section has fixed pane glass and a glass entry.  Vintage lighting fixtures
additional defining elements 

are located above simple rectangular vents facing the parking lot. That wall also displays Art Deco pilasters   _

additional defining elements

and a simple Moderne design on the parapet behind the initial more elaborate art deco parapet facing the parking _

additional defining elements

lot.                      _

additional defining elements

                        _

additional defining elements

secondary buildings consist of                None            _
     identify garage; garden shelter, etc.  

significant interior spaces include  The  bar area is a large open box with subdued lighting and    __
                                            Identify ooriginal features  such as wood paneling; moldings and trim, special glass windows,  

Vintage ceiling fans.  A squared U-shaped bar is located to the left of the main entrance.  Exposed       _
ornate ceilings; plaster moldings; light fixtures; painted decoration; ceramic tile; stair balustrades; built-in furniture, etc.

piping, which appears to be a later addition, hangs below the ceiling as a decorative element and a        _ 
identify notable mature trees and shrubs 

small stage (installed in 1984) is located on the right side of the room toward the rear.       _
identify notable mature trees and shrubs 

_                    _
identify notable mature trees and shrubs 

historic-cultural monument application



c  i  t  y    o  f    l  o  s     a  n  g  e  l  e  s 

Significance Work Sheet 

type or hand print in all capital block letters 

Complete One or Both of the Upper and Lower Portions of This Page 

Architectural Significance 

the _   The Black Cat                  is an important example of 
                           name of proposed monument 

_     Art Deco      _____                  architecture
                           Architectural style (see line 8) 

and meets the cultural heritage ordinance because of the high quality of its design and the retention 

of its original form, detailing and integrity. 

Historical Significance 

The _  The Black Cat  _ was built in _   1939 and converted to a bar in 1964 __              _
Name of proposed monument        year built 

 The Black Cat                          was important to the 
Name of first or other significant owner         

development of Los Angeles because  (please see attached report on historic significance)        _

                        _ 

_                   _

                          _

_                    _

_                    _

_                    _

                      _  

                       _ 

                       _ 

                      _ 

_                    _ 

_                    _

                       _ 

                       _ 

_                    _  

.                     _

historic-cultural monument  

application 

A n d / o r



The Black Cat Bar 

3909 Sunset Boulevard 

Historical Significance 

Submitted by the Friends of the Black Cat 

Prepared by Wes Joe 

The nomination of the Black Cat is dedicated to Stuart Timmons, 
Silverlake resident and co-author of Gay L.A.



Report on Historic Significance 

Was the Black Cat protest on February 11, 1967 a historically significant event? 

Yes it was.  Quite definitely at the community and citywide level.  And arguably the energy 

it unleashed had nationwide impact. 

Briefly,

Based on press and newsletter accounts the protest, in response to a police raid on 

New Year’s morning, involved 400 – 500 persons.  This was possibly the largest gay 

protest to be held in this country up to that point in time, and very likely the largest 

such protest to be held in Los Angeles to that time.  It was widely noted as being 

precedent shattering.  An analysis of gay protests in six major American cities during 

the mid-1960s did not uncover a larger prior action. 

In 1967, gay and lesbian people lived under intimidation.  The six men convicted of 

exchanging New Year’s kisses in the Black Cat were liable under California law to 

register as sex offenders for the rest of their lives.  Add to this the threat of 

violence – which had occurred between police and demonstrators during Sunset 

Strip protests in November and December 1966 and which was also reported at the 

raid on the Black Cat.  Given this, the large turnout was remarkable. 

The protest marked a turning point in the local gay and lesbian movement.  Earlier 

local organizations, though paving the way for later groups, had been secretive 

and/or non-political.  The organizations that led the protest at the Black Cat took 

the civil rights movement as a model, adopting the concepts of self-empowerment and 

pride.  They were assertive and non-elitist.  The Black Cat protest was also closely 

tied to the counter culture movement sweeping the city at the time. 

The public lewdness conviction of two men arrested in the Black Cat raid for kissing 

other men was appealed.  In a petition seeking consideration by the U.S. Supreme 

Court, their attorney broke legal precedent by asserting for the first time that 

homosexuals are entitled to equal protection under the law.  

Arguably, few had stood as the Black Cat protesters did on that February night in 

1967.  The unprecedented nature of their actions, their numbers, their courage and 

their personal pride - this created tremendous momentum.  In the attached 

correspondence author Mark Thompson states, "This Silver Lake site is important 

both regionally and nationally, as it is a primary place where the modern gay civil 

rights movement began."  And author Lillian Faderman, in her attached letter of 

support, notes that the protests in front of the Black CAT were “the crucial spark 

that ignited a whole movement."



To understand the significance of the Black Cat protest, the action needs to be placed 

in context.  What was the nature of gay and lesbian activism in Los Angeles at the time?  

And what sorts of constraints did gay and lesbian people live under? 

Early Gay & Lesbian Activism in Los Angeles 

By 1967, Los Angeles had already been the scene of a number of significant events in the 

national gay and lesbian movement.  A 1964 LIFE magazine article identified Los Angeles 

as the birthplace of the new “Homophile” movement. (GLA 136)

Los Angeles is where “Vice Versa” was published over a nine-month span starting in 1947.

Created by Lisa Ben, it was the first known gay or lesbian magazine, typed manually and 

with a “run” of twelve copies per issue. (Unsp 1-2) 

The Mattachine Society was founded in Los Angeles around 1950, cited by Faderman & 

Timmons as the beginning of the national homophile movement.  Simply founding a group 

for gay and lesbian people was a radical act.  In 1952, with the help Mattachine, a member 

arrested by the L.A. vice squad won a court case, arguing entrapment.  Membership 

soared, however the organization reflected its times:  “To be invited to Mattachine you 

had to be wearing a Brooks Brothers three-piece suit…”  And by mid 1953 much momentum 

was lost when its founders resigned. (GLA 111-113) 

But in late 1952 ONE, Inc. was founded by a West Hollywood branch of Mattachine.

ONE was the first nationally distributed homosexual publication.  From the start, it’s 

goal was the promotion of equal rights for homosexuals.  It’s cover stories included 

“Homosexual Marriage” and “Homosexual Servicemen” (Unsp 17, GLA 115-116)

Streitmatter notes that the publication of ONE marked the significant transition from 

secret to public communication. (Unsp 17)  

An October 1954 story attracted unwanted attention.  It was about a woman who left 

her fiancee for another woman and contained no sexual language.  ONE was prosecuted 

under obscenity charges.  But in 1958, the U.S. Supreme Court reversed ONE’s 

conviction and ruled that homophile publications could be distributed through the mail. 

(Unsp 35)  And in 1956 the ONE Institute began offering classes, the first gay studies 

program in the country. (GLA 121) 

These were important  acts on the part of local residents.  But they were also cautious 

acts.  Mattachine was organized as a secret society in a cell-type structure “designed to 

protect members from exposure and ruin.” (GLA 111)  ONE sought to promote thinking, 

not action. (Unsp 20) 

There was good reason for caution.

Even a tepid Lesbian-themed romance could trigger ONE’s prosecution.  But on more 

personal terms, homosexuals faced public censure, ridicule and legal punishment. 

A 1966 Time magazine article characterized homosexuality as “a pathetic little second-

rate substitute for reality, a pitiable flight from life.  It deserves no 

encouragement…and above all, no pretense that it is anything but a pernicious sickness.” 

(LR 2) 

In 1967 the U.S. Supreme Court supported an immigration law that barred homosexual 

aliens from entry and once in residence from citizenship  (LR 2) 

In the 1960s, when one member of a gay couple who had been together for years spilled 

beer on his shirt in a gay bar on Hyperion Avenue, his partner was arrested and convicted 

for lewd conduct for trying to brush it off. (AR)  
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In the mid-1960s, Jack Nichols (who was to become a writer for the gay press) appeared 

on a CBS television documentary and talked publicly about his homosexuality.  The day 

after the segment aired he was fired from his job. (Unsp 53) 

Oral and anal sex were felonies in California until 1975, when the State legislature 

became the first in the country to decriminalize consensual sex acts. (LR 115) 

During the 1960s Steve Hodel, a retired LAPD homicide detective recounted the story of 

a gay man who had been stabbed.  Dying, he called the LAPD.  The officer who answered 

the call can be heard on a recording ridiculing the man’s vocal mannerisms and mocking 

his dying gasps.  The officer was not disciplined. (GLA 84)

But by the mid 1960s the Counter Culture was changing Los Angeles 

Faderman notes that birth control ushered in a sexual revolution, which included a de-

emphasis on procreation.  The Civil Rights movement was in full swing across the nation, 

and the Watts Riots had occurred in August 1965.  Anti-war sentiment added to a revolt 

against authority.  And the androgyny of flower children – jeans on women, long hair 

on men – blurred formerly rigid gender lines. (LR 18)  The Los Angeles Free Press was 

founded in 1964 and did not shy away from stories with homosexual content (GLA 143)  

Gay people were part and parcel of the scene.  Teal notes the Circle of Loving 

Companions, formed in Los Angeles around 1966 by Harry Hay.  Members dressed “in 

thoroughly hippie fashion, they rapped with Berkeley radicals and Sunset Boulevard 

hippies in 1967 about Gay issues…” (GM 45)  Morris Kight, a long term gay activist, is noted 

as hanging out with openly gay men who were “out front in every peace action here.”  

Including a large “police riot” in Century City in June 1967. (GM 46) 

The December 1966 cover of Tangents magazine (a 1965 ONE offshoot) featured a 

spread of sexual revolution protest buttons (Attachment 1).  The accompanying 

editorial notes:  

“…the buttons say flatly and openly things that yesterday’s youngsters 

only dared whisper...The buttons will doubtless vanish in time, along with 

psychedelic light shows and Bob Dylan…And it seems to us that a society 

formed of men and women who, when they were in high school and college, 

wore buttons like those on our cover, or insisted upon the right of those 

who wanted to wear them – these men and women are going to make up an 

America a whole lot less harrowing for homosexuals to live in.” (T1 1)

Altercations between the police and flower children (or “teenyboppers” – another term 

in use) began on the Sunset Strip in 1966. (RN 15)  Mike Davis recounts that over 3,000 

attended a November 12, 1966 spontaneous “happening” which turned ugly after a time. 

(RN 17-18)

Describing the end of a peaceful demonstration on the night of December 10, 1966, 

Davis cites the bloody beating of a protester by a group of officers and the 

“unprovoked fury of the LAPD’s attack on panic-stricken and fleeing protestors.” (RN, 6-

7)

L.A. City Councilman Paul Lamport demanded an investigation into the Hollywood 

Division Captain’s charge that the Sunset Strip protests were part of a subversive plot 

advocating “free love, legalized marijuana and abortion.”  (RN 20-21) 

After the December event, organizers put the demonstrations on hold for the holidays.  

During this period, however, the Pasadena Police Department raided the Catacombs art 

gallery, arresting 100 on drug charges.  And minutes into the New Year “the LAPD vice-

squad rampaged through the gay bars in the Silverlake district, roughing up and 

arresting scores of patrons.” (RN 30) 
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The Black Cat & New Faces Bars, 3909 & 4001 Sunset, Dec. 31, 1966 – Jan.1, 1967 

Jim Highland reported on New Year’s Eve celebrations in two gay bars on Sunset 

Boulevard in the Silverlake area.  The New Faces bar held a costume contest which 

brought in 15 – 20 men in drag.  Down the street the Black Cat featured live 

entertainment by the Rhythm Queens. (T2 4, for a daytime photo of the Black Cat, see 

Attachment 2) 

The bar looked festive.  Colored balloons covered the ceiling.  There 

were three glittering Christmas trees. There were also police officers.  

Eight of them.  Informally dressed.  One in a bright red sweater.  They 

drank beer at the bar.  They played pool.  They might have been anybody. (T2 

4-5)

Midnight came.  Balloons showered down, the Rhythm Queens sang “Auld Lang Syne,” and 

traditional New Year’s kisses were exchanged. (T2 5) 

Triggering a sudden outburst from the officers present.  The Free Press puts the time of 

the raid at 12:05 am. (LAFP1 13))  “Without identifying themselves, the officers first 

began to tear down the Christmas decorations, and then began to manhandle patrons 

and employees alike.” (C4 3) 

The bar’s cook was seized, a patron fell, a bartender was dragged over and across the 

bar through splintering glass.  People ran in panic and fell on each other.  A customer 

was shoved head-first against a jukebox and handcuffed.  All were taken to waiting 

patrol cars in the parking lot off Hyperion Avenue.  This within ten minutes time. (T2 5) 

Two patrons had left the bar just before midnight.  At the entrance of New Faces, they 

were tackled by plainclothes officers.  The female bar co-owner and a bartender asked 

the policemen for identification.  The owner, mistaken by police for a man in drag, was 

struck with a gun, beaten and eventually hospitalized.  The bartender received a broken 

nose. (AR, T2 5-6)

A 120-pound waiter in the back of the bar, Robert Haas, emerged to help.  He was dragged 

onto the sidewalk and beaten severely.  His jaw and temple were cracked and he 

suffered severe bruising all over his body.  His spleen was ruptured and later removed.

Haas was booked for felony assault on a police officer before being taken to LA County 

General Hospital for treatment. (T2 6) 

Fourteen were arrested at the Black Cat, two at New Faces. (T2 6)

Inspector Sid Mills noted, “We get assaulted every day.  It’s all in a day’s work.  Public 

morals, decency and the law must be maintained.” (P2b 5) 

These accounts are from the alternative press.  Thompson has noted the then “almost 

nonexistent coverage of gay news by the Los Angeles Times” (LR xix), as do Alwood (SN 

78), Streitmatter (Unsp 69) and Armstrong & Crage (MM 734).

Tangents magazine arranged for an NBC interview with Robert Haas, the bartender at 

New Faces. (T2 6)  And the PRIDE Newsletter notes that as a result of pressure from gay 

organizations, several broadcast outlets gave prime time coverage to various aspects 

of the raid and the arrests. (P2a 1)

The event was covered by one other small news outlet.  On January 19
th

, the “County 

Courier,” printed a Tavern Guild of Southern California press release (“Tavern Charges 

Police Brutality”) on its front page.   Accompanying this is the following statement:   

A Courier reporter called the office of Mr. Smith regarding the purpose 

of the Tavern Guild of Southern California.  It was revealed that a group 

of owners of  “gay” bars, such as the Black Cat, had set up an 

organization that would provide support for legal aid to those who join 

as members.  Ownership of a “gay” tavern is not the sole requirement.  

Membership is open to deviates seeking their support. (CC) 
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The Tavern Guild raised $3,400 for the legal defense of those arrested. (T2 6) 

Reactions to the Raids 

According to Don Slater, editor of Tangents, these raids shattered a two year “truce” 

between the police and gay bars.  He called them the most violent in years. (LAFP1 1)   

To some, both gay bars and their patrons represented easy targets for the police.  The 

bars were licensed by the State, with those licenses subject to revocation. (P2a 1)  

Patrons were a member of a reviled minority, for whom it would be unwise to count on 

the impartiality of judges or juries.  The easy way was to “cop out” to a lesser charge. 

(C5 5)  Armstrong and Crage go so far as noting the “scripted nature” of bar raids. (MM 

728)

But the Black Cat raid was different.  It came at a time of confrontation between police 

and demonstrators on the Sunset Strip.  As noted above, the Tavern Guild raised funds 

for those brave enough to fight their arrests.  The media was contacted about the story.  

And new self consciously militant groups had formed within the gay and lesbian 

community.

Some time after the raid and protest, the Free Press published the article “Police 

Outrages Help Create L.A. Homosexual Rights Drive.” Reverend Alex Smith of the 

Southern California Council on Religion and the Homophile (SCCRH) is interviewed.  

According to Smith, many homosexuals had become dissatisfied with leading double lives, 

keeping their private lives entirely under cover.  Smith also notes similarities and 

differences between the African –American and homosexual civil rights movements. 

(LAFP4 5) 

And in 1966, Steve Ginsberg had founded another organization, PRIDE (Personal Rights 

in Defense and Education). (GLA 155).  Unlike previous intellectually-oriented homophile 

organizations (CJ 144), PRIDE was a radical, youth-oriented gay organization.  Ginsberg, 

27, drew a strong distinction between PRIDE and the old-line L.A. organizations:   

PRIDE was on overtly militant group, willing to protest on the street.  PRIDE members 

were also unapologetic about their sexuality.  Open meetings were held at the Hub Bar 

(which members referred to as “Pride Hall”). (GLA 155) 

There was significant anger in the gay community over the Black Cat and New Faces 

raids.

Writing in the January issue of “Concern,” SCRRH’s newsletter, Jim Kepner announced:  

“But the homophile movement in Los Angeles was in a very real sense created on New 

Years’ Eve by a couple dozen officers of the new Ramparts St. Police station.” (C5 5) 

The article notes other bar raids the same night and in the weeks following, (C5 3) and in 

reference to the February 11
th

 protest ends with “We will see who is willing to stand up 

for his rights, and who is still willing to be shoved and beaten and insulted.” (C5 5) 

The February PRIDE newsletter issued a call to action on the night of February 11
th

.

This event was scheduled to coincide with other protests against police harassment 

being held the same evening. (see leaflet, Attachment 3)  The fact that the community had 

made a “rare show of spirit” (in the media contacts and Tavern Guild fund) was noted.

And the article refers to the “Establishment war on minorities.” (P2a 1)

The Black Cat Protest, February 11, 1967 

PRIDE and the SCCRH were main organizers of the Black Cat protest. (LAFP2 1)  

At 9:00 PM a crowd of 300 to 600 persons gathered in front of the bar and on adjoining 

street corners.  (See Note 1 for different estimates of the crowd size and Attachments 

4 - 6 for pictures of the protest.)   

Rev. Smith, Jim Kepner (who had been active with Mattachine and ONE in their early days 

(GLA 113, 117)), Mike Steele of PRIDE, Jerry Schwartz (owner of the Stage Door Bar and 

an ex-vice officer) and attorney Thomas H. Russell spoke at the event. (P3 1)  (The Stage 
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Door had been raided January 8
th.

)(LAFP1 13)  The talks focused on “the police abuse of 

the rights and dignity of the homosexual citizen.” (P3 1) 

Given the violent outcome of recent Sunset Strip demonstrations, the Black Cat 

protesters must have been relieved that the event was held without incident.  The police 

are described as having kept a discreet distance.  (P2.5 1, LAFP3 6) 

The February 27
th

 PRIDE newsletter noted that the event was the organization’s first 

demonstration, and a successful one. (P2.5 1)  PRIDE was so encouraged that it began 

planning further demonstrations over the laws against homosexuality. (LAFP3 6) 

But again, media coverage was limited to alternative outlets.  The Free Press noted, 

“What was billed as a citywide demonstration against ‘police lawlessness’ last Saturday 

night (February 11) ended up as a highly successful protest on the Sunset Strip and 

provided a staging ground for the first militant homosexual march against police 

harassment (and was ignored by the daily press).” (LAFP3 1) 

In 1966 the LA Times reportedly adopted the position of not sending anyone to cover a 

gay event held that year “unless someone was hurt.” (GLA 154)  As noted below, this 

neglect by the mainstream press was one of the principle reasons for the founding of 

The Los Angeles Advocate newspaper in September 1967. 

How does the Black Cat protest compare to other gay protests of the time? 

The Stonewall riots occurred two and a half years later in New York City, on the nights 

of June 27
th

 and June 28
th

 1969.  According to an account in The Los Angeles Advocate,

nearly a thousand rioters and several hundred police were involved the first night.  The 

following night an estimated 2,000 took part in further actions. (MM737 - 738)  Since 

1970 these events have been commemorated in Gay Pride celebrations across the 

country and internationally. 

The Black Cat protest does not compare to Stonewall in size or in influence.  But it did 

occur at a significantly earlier date.  Were there other pre-Stonewall actions similar in 

scope to the Black Cat?  Given the disinterest of mainstream media, this is a difficult 

question. 

In “Movements and Memory,” a study on the mechanism of commemoration, Armstrong & 

Crage researched gay and lesbian protests that took place between 1965 and 1970. (MM 

724)  They sought to identify times and places most likely to have produced events 

similar to Stonewall with a methodology that included an examination of homosexual 

communities in New York, San Francisco, Los Angeles, Philadelphia, Washington, DC and 

Chicago, starting with 1959. (MM 728)

They note most homophile activity in the 1950s and 1960s took place in response to 

police actions, which to a significant extent consisted of bar raids.  There was a well-

worn pattern to those actions, ending in what a Black Cat activist termed the “cop-out.”  

Pleading to a lesser charge, paying up to keep your name out of the paper.  Armstrong & 

Crage focussed on incidents in which homosexuals challenged police authority. (MM 

728, C4 3, C5 5) 

They conducted a systematic review of primary and secondary sources related to 

homosexual movements.  In the end, five events were chosen for study, with the Black 

Cat protests chronologically the third (the Stonewall riots being fourth). (MM 729) 

Among the five, the Black Cat protest ranks second or third in terms of attendance.  The 

Stonewall riots rank first, and a 1970 raid at a New York City bar, the Snake Pit, 

involved approximately the same number of participants as the Black Cat. (MM 739) 

In Gay L.A., Faderman & Timmons describe the Black Cat protest as what may have been 

the first gay protest in America to attract significant numbers. (GLA 156 – 157) 

Teal, in the New York-centric Gay Militants, identifies the Stonewall Riots as “the final 

grassroots development of an awakening that was comparably thrilling when, in 1957, 

ONE, Inc. published the words ‘I’m glad I’m Homosexual’ on its magazine cover and many 

subscribers cancelled; or when on February 11 a decade later several Los Angeleno 
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homosexual organizations coordinated the Black Cat demonstrations with actions by 

other oppressed minorities in L.A.” (GM 40)  

Teal also includes excerpts from Jim Kepner’s speech at the Black Cat protest. (GM 41-

42)  The only other gay protests mentioned by Teal are two 1969 San Francisco pickets 

against businesses that had summarily fired “out” gay men. (GM 46-49) 

How did the events play out in the short term?

The Black Cat brought bad luck to many of those involved.   

The Arrestees:

Of the sixteen men arrested (fourteen at the Black Cat, two at New Faces): 

Robert Haas, the injured bartender at New Faces, was acquitted. 

One defendant hired a noted attorney and was acquitted. 

The lewd conduct charge against a married bartender was dismissed (C5 5) 

(One of the arrests is unaccounted for) 

The two public drunkenness charges were dismissed 

Four men pleaded no lo contendere, paid fines and did not appear in court. 

(the traditional “cop-out”) 

Six men were tried and found guilty of lewd conduct. (T2 6) 

A legal precedent resulted from two of these lewd conduct convictions.  

On the night of the raid, Charles Talley was observed kissing another man on the mouth 

for 3 to 5 seconds.  Benny Baker, wearing a white dress, was witnessed kissing 3 men for 

2 to 5 seconds. (CJ 144)  These were their crimes. 

To the LAPD, the City and the State of California these brief same-sex New Year’s kisses 

constituted lewd conduct, and the men were arrested and convicted. (CJ 143)  Under 

California Penal Code Section 647 Talley and Baker were required to register as sex 

offenders for the rest of their lives (GLA 82) 

With the assistance of the ACLU (Adv1a 2), their attorney, Herbert E. Selwyn, pursued an 

appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court.  He broke ground by asserting the right of equal 

protection under the law for homosexual men to kiss in public. And unlike previous 

cases before the Court he did not make the argument that his clients were not 

homosexual or that they were victims of entrapment. (CJ 144)  Per Murdoch and Price, 

“Selwyn was the first attorney to make a totally undefensive homosexual-rights 

argument in a cert petition.” (CJ 146)

Los Angeles City Attorney Roger Arnebergh argued that Talley and Baker’s gender, 

mode of dress and the site all combined to take their actions “out of the realm of a 

normal kiss.”  The City argued that this was why they were guilty of lewd conduct, not 

their status as homosexuals. (CJ 146) 

But to Selwyn their homosexuality was the issue.  His petition concluded, “It took almost 

a century to grant the Constitutional rights of our ethnic minorities in this country.  

Let us hope that the homophile minority will achieve its equal rights with more dispatch.” 

(CJ 146)  (Again the connection is made to the larger civil rights movement.) 

On April 19, 1968, the Court voted not to accept Talley v. California for consideration.   

The Businesses.

Following the raid, uniformed officers conducted frequent checks at New Faces, 

intimidating even regular customers.  The bar closed within 20 days.  The Black Cat’s 

entertainment and liquor licenses were suspended.  It closed its doors on May 21, 1967. 

(T2 7)  And Silverlake bars continued to be raided for the next several months. (Adv1b) 

Per the January issue of Concern, ”the threat has been well circulated that any 

attempts to publicize or prosecute this case will result in the closing of every gay bar in 

town.” (C4 3)  (A June PRIDE newsletter article indicates that the police weren’t limiting 

their attention to just businesses in the gay community.  See Note 2)

A Protest Organizer:
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PRIDE was a main organizer of the Black Cat protest. (GLA 156-157, LAFP2 1) 

Within two months, police forcibly entered a PRIDE social event, looked around and 

left.  PRIDE canceled a May event in the interest of the safety of prospective attendees.  

(P6 3).

In June, two doormen at a PRIDE social event were arrested for refusing to allow the 

entry of police officers acting as Alcoholic Beverage Control agents. (P8 1)  The 

November 1967 edition of the Los Angeles Advocate reported their acquittal.  (Adv2) 

In 1968, PRIDE disbanded as a result of internal dissension. (LR 4, Unsp 87)  But not 

before Richard Mitch (aka Dick Michaels), had paid $1 for the rights to the newsletter 

(which as editor he had renamed the Los Angeles Advocate in September 1967 – “Los 

Angeles” was dropped in May 1970).  (Unsp 87, see Attachment 7.) 

So other than the court case, the immediate aftermath of the protest was unremarkable. 

But long term, the action had an profound effect . 

What were the thoughts and feelings of the protesters at the Black Cat?  Some may have 

been  aware of the possibility of violence, given how recent Sunset Strip demonstrations 

had ended.  But compared to the earlier actions on the Strip, the Black Cat protest was 

different in a fundamental way.

It was a large, public protest in front of a gay bar.  Beyond youthful enthusiasm, some 

must have sensed they were setting a precedent.  And some may have felt the same way as 

earlier demonstrators on the East Coast -- 

In 1965, lesbian and gay activists organized a series of small pickets at public buildings 

in New York, Philadelphia and Washington, DC.  Teal recounts the reactions (originally 

published in “The Ladder:  A Lesbian Review”) of picketers in Philadelphia:   

“Today I lost the last bit of fear”; “Today it was as if a weight dropped 

off my soul”; “This is the proudest day of my life!” (GM 40) 

Thompson writes in Long Road to Freedom that the Black Cat raid and protest had an 

effect on Los Angeles that was similar to the galvanizing effect the Stonewall riots 

had on New York. (LR xix) 

The Advocate

Richard Mitch joined PRIDE in 1966, after being arrested in a bar raid.  “Vice cops came in 

and arrested twelve people.  I was one of those tapped on the back…There probably 

wouldn’t be any Advocate if not for that one tap on the back.” (Unsp 87) 

Speaking on about the Black Cat protest, he noted that, “it became apparent that the gay 

community needed something more. It needed something that had a chance to grow into a 

real newspaper; it needed a publication with widespread circulation, some way to get the 

word out about what was happening.” (LR xix) 

The Advocate has been called the first true gay newspaper.  It spread information, news, 

and ideas.  It covered events that might have gone unnoticed and unannounced.  And it 

was an unapologetically gay organization. (Unsp 83, 96)  The Advocate eventually 

became the largest publication in the history of the gay press. (Unsp 83)  By September 

1968 its press run was 5,500. And in September 1969 23,000. (Unsp 88) 

Armstrong and Crage note that the Stonewall riots were extensively covered in The Los 

Angeles Advocate – important, since New York’s gay press was not well developed 

before Stonewall. (MM 738) 

The year after The Los Angeles Advocate was founded, several threads in L.A.’s gay and 

lesbian history came together in another bar raid. 
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The Patch:  the Comedian, the Editor & the Minister

On an August night in 1968 police waded into the crowd at the Patch bar in Wilmington.  

Not a raid in the usual sense--IDs were checked and patrons intimidated.  Two men were 

arrested and after fifteen minutes the co-owner, comedian Lee Glaze, got onstage.  “’It’s 

not against the law to be a homosexual,’ he said, ‘and it’s not a crime to be in a gay bar.’” 

(LR 6) 

Finding a florist among those present, Blaze led a group of twenty-five to the Harbor 

Division Police Station.  They descended on the desk sergeant carrying large bouquets.

The arrestees, when released, were covered with flowers.  After that, the crowd 

drifted off into the night. (LR 6) 

The raid was well covered in The Los Angeles Advocate.  Richard Mitch had been one of 

those in the crowd at the bar. (LR 6)  Also present was a manager in the yardage 

department at Sears, Troy Perry.  His date for the night, Tony Valdez, was one of the two 

men arrested.  Afterwards Valdez told Perry: “We’re just a bunch of dirty queers.  God 

doesn’t care.”  Perry describes the incident as a personal epiphany, spurring him to found 

a church. (GLA 163) 

In the fall of 1968 The Los Angeles Advocate published a small announcement stating 

that the Reverend Troy Perry was planning a gay church service in his home.  This was the 

birth of the Metropolitan Community Church (MCC).  Perry later remarked, ”If it hadn’t 

been for The Advocate, there would have been no MCC.” (Unsp 206)  As of 2005 the MCC 

had grown to 275 congregations in twenty-three countries.  Timmons & Faderman 

suggest that it may be the world’s largest employer of gay and lesbian people. (GLA 260) 

Politics:  The 1969 CD13 Election

In 1969, L.A. City Council Member Paul Lamport, representing the 13
th

 Council District, 

was up for re-election.  Then as now, CD13 consisted of Echo Park, Silverlake and 

Hollywood, an area with a high concentration of gay and lesbian people.  One of 

Lamport’s self-proclaimed achievements was an anti-loitering ordinance designed to 

chase gay men, who Lamport referred to as “molesters and troublemakers,” out of 

Hollywood. (GLA 165) 

In the primary election The Los Angeles Advocate backed an openly gay candidate who 

received 3,000 votes, but who did not make it to the run-off.  In the general election, 

Robert Stevenson beat Lamport by roughly 3,000 votes. (GM 68) 

In defeat, Lamport attributed his loss to gay power.  In an unsuccessful effort to regain 

the seat, Lamport actually campaigned in gay bars in Silverlake in 1973. (Unsp 108, GLA 

166)  Since the 1969 election CD13 has been represented by gay-friendly Council 

Members.

Of course the above represent just a small sampling of what was happening in “post 

Black Cat” gay and lesbian L.A.  “Gay-Ins” (a version of Love-Ins) were held in Griffith Park 

starting in March 1968 (LR 10).  Nine hundred spectators attended the August 1969 

Advocate “Groovy Guy” contest. (LR 21)   

From April 1969 to April 1970 The Los Angeles Advocate devoted a series of articles to 

the death of Howard Efland, a slight male nurse, at the hands of the police.  The first 

anniversary of Hefland’s death was commemorated with a 120 person rally and march to 

the local police station. (MM 735, GLA 161) 

In 1970 Christopher Street West organized the first Los Angeles gay pride parade.  Troy 

Perry notes that Police Chief Ed Davis stated at a Police Commission meeting that 

“granting a parade permit to a group of homosexuals...would be the same as giving a 

permit to a group of thieves and robbers.” (CSW)  But with the help of ACLU – supplied 

attorney Herbert Selwyn, parade organizers obtained a writ of mandate requiring the 

L.A.P.D. to issue a parade permit without putting up the L.A.P.D.’s requested bond of more 

than one million dollars. (CSW, GM 333) 
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On June 28
th

 an estimated 1,000 persons participated in the parade, with an additional 

crowd of 15,000 – 20,000 spectators lining the route along Hollywood Boulevard. 

(GM 333-4) 

CONCLUSION

The Black Cat Bar raid and protest were significant events in the history of the gay and 

lesbian civil rights movement in Los Angeles. 

As noted in the attached letter from author Mark Thompson, 

The actions taken by these early gay activists were precedent setting.  

Not only did they send out signals of hope to gay people across the 

nation but they also empowered others to begin similar endeavors.  The 

Metropolitan Community Church (now with congregations in many 

countries) and the Advocate, the national gay newsmagazine, are just 

two examples of important institutions that were initiated and inspired 

as a result of the Black Cat raid demonstrations. 

The bar building at 3909 Sunset Boulevard remains largely unchanged from 1967.  It 

currently houses a Latino gay bar (Le Bar).  When a member of the Friends of the Black 

Cat (the group that initiated this nomination) stopped in and began recounting the bar’s 

history he was stopped – the bar manager had heard it all before.  What happened there 

more than forty years ago has been passed down by word of mouth. 

On New Years Eve 1966 it may have taken some courage to appear openly within the 

confines of a gay bar.  In February of 1967 it took a great deal of courage and 

inspiration to demonstrate openly at perhaps the largest public protest by gay and 

lesbian people ever to have occurred in this country.  In the attached letter, Lillian 

Faderman notes, 

…the events that occurred at the Black Cat helped mark Los Angeles as a 

city that pioneered the American gay movement.  That gay movement has, in 

turn, influenced movements for gay rights all over the world…the 

protests in front of the Black Cat, a response to a police raid at the bar 

on New Year’s Eve (1966/7), were the crucial spark that ignited a whole 

movement.

Four hundred people do not just disappear into the night.  They run into each other at 

bars and social events, and maybe even while at work or out shopping.  They talk with 

friends and associates about their experience.  And if the event that brought them 

together was intense and meaningful enough, they might create institutions and make 

history.
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Notes

NOTE 1 

The LA Free Press, 2/17/67, page 1, estimated 500 –600 

The LA Free Press, 3/10/67, page 5, estimated 400 

The PRIDE Newsletter, 2/27/67, page 1,  noted approximately 500 

The PRIDE Newsletter, 3/67, page 1, noted 500 – 600 

Tangents Magazine, 1/68, page 7, describes 400 demonstrators 

Gay Militants, p.41, Kepner notes 200 in the gay crowd, “with thirty or forty more 

watching from across the street on each corner, and about forty pickets walking up 

and down” 

See the “Sources” page for full credits. 

NOTE 2 

From the PRIDE Newsletter; June 1967; Vol. 2, No. 6; pages 2 - 3 

“Cops Raid-Happy, Continue Epidemic”: 

(Describing an April 22
nd

 police raid on a private party:  One of the vice officers 

conducting the raid, Lt. Peterson, had also participated in the Black Cat raid.) 

“…Out of about 55 guests, 25 were arrested – the host for selling beer without a 

license and most of the others on 647A (lewd conduct).   While the arrests were being 

made, a process that took almost two silent, horrifying hours, one vice officer 

suggested that the arrestees sing some civil rights song like “We Shall Overcome.”

Nobody sang…” 
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Acknowledgment:  The collection of ONE National Gay & Lesbian Archives was crucial 
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Michael C. Oliveira, MLS. 
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Website Article 

CSW:  Unattributed, “History:  We Are Going To Have a Parade,” http://www.lapride.org

(2 June 2008). 

Newsletters & Alternative Magazines 

Adv: “The Los Angeles Advocate” (The PRIDE organization’s monthly newsletter) 

Adv1a: Staff, “Court Affirms Black Cat Convictions; Higher Appeal Set,” Vol. 1, No. 1; 

September 1967, page 2. 

Adv1b Staff, “Vice Raid Silver Lake Bar,” Vol. 1, No. 1; September 1967, page 3. 

Adv2: Staff, “PRIDE WINS!!” Vol. 1, No.3, November 1967, page 1. 

C: “Concern,” (Newsletter of the Southern California Council on Religion and the 

Homophile)

C4 Staff, “RAID,” Issue 4, January 1967, page 3. 

C5 Kepner, Jim, “Protest Police Brutality!” Issue 5, February 1967, page 5. 

CC “County Courier,” Unattributed, “Tavern Charges Police Brutality,” Vol.2, No.2; 

January 19, 1967, page 1. 

P: “PRIDE,” Newsletter of PRIDE (Personal Rights in Defense and Education) 

P2a: Staff, :”Pride Demonstration,” Vol. 2, No. 2; February 1967, pages 1, 6. 

P2b: Powell, Larry, “Cops Start Bar Brawl,” Vol. 2, No. 2; February 1967, pages 1, 5. 

P2.5: Staff, Untitled, Vol. 2, No. 2-1/2; February 27, 1967, page 1. 

P3: Staff, “500 at Protest Demo,” Vol. 2, No. 3; March 1967, page 1. 

P6: Staff, “Cops Raid-Happy, Continue Epidemic,” Vol. 2, No. 6; June 1967, pp. 2-3. 

P8: Staff, “PRIDE Doormen Face Trial as Demurrer Fails,” Vol.2, No. 8 August 1967, 

pages. 1, 10. 

T: “Tangents Magazine,” (“Tangents was an offshoot of ONE, dating from 1965) 

T1: Unsigned Editorial, December 1966 Issue, page 2. 

T2: Highland, Jim, “RAID!” January 1968 Issue, pages 4-7. 
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List of Attachments, Credits & Letters of Support 

(All material is from the collections of ONE National Gay & Lesbian Archives unless 

otherwise noted) 

Attachment 1:  “Tangents” Magazine Cover, December 1966. 

Attachment 2:  1967 Daytime Photo of the Black Cat Bar, “County Courier,” January 19, 

1967, page 1. 

Attachment 3:  Demonstration Leaflet, insert in the “PRIDE Newsletter,” February 1967. 

Attachment 4:  Black Cat Picketer, from the “Los Angeles Free Press,” February 17, 

1967, page 1. 

Attachment 5:  Black Cat Pickets, from the ONE Black Cat file. 

Attachment 6:  Black Cat Pickets, from Long Road to Freedom, (See “Sources for full 

cite), across from page 1. 

 Attachment 7:  Cover, “The Los Angeles Advocate,” September 1967, vol. 1, no. 1. 

Letters of Support 

From author Mark Thompson, dated April 27, 2008. 

From author Lillian Faderman, dated May 5, 2008. 
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City of Los Angeles
Department of City Planning

05/27/2008
PARCEL PROFILE REPORT

The contents of this report are bound by the User Agreement as described in the Terms and Conditions of this website. For more details, please refer to the Terms & Conditions link located at http://zimas.lacity.org.

PROPERTY ADDRESSES
3915 W SUNSET BLVD
3913 W SUNSET BLVD
3911 W SUNSET BLVD
3909 W SUNSET BLVD
3901 W SUNSET BLVD
3903 W SUNSET BLVD

ZIP CODES
90029

RECENT ACTIVITY
None

CASE NUMBERS
CPC-1995-357-CPU
CPC-1986-255
ORD-176825-SA26D
ORD-165167-SA1530
ZAI-1983-273

Address/Legal Information
PIN Number: 145-5A203 371
Area (Calculated): 4,919.0 (sq ft)
Thomas Brothers Grid: PAGE 594 - GRID B5
Assessor Parcel Number: 5429013020
Tract: CHILDS HEIGHTS
Map Reference: M R 39-97
Block: 4
Lot: FR 1
Arb (Lot Cut Reference): None
Map Sheet: 145-5A203

Jurisdictional Information
Community Plan Area: Silver Lake - Echo Park - Elysian

Valley
Area Planning Commission: East Los Angeles
Neighborhood Council: Silver Lake
Council District: CD 13 - Eric Garcetti
Census Tract #: 1954.00
LADBS District Office: Los Angeles Metro

Planning and Zoning Information
Special Notes: None
Zoning: [Q]C2-1VL
Zoning Information (ZI): None
General Plan Land Use: Neighborhood Commercial
Plan Footnote - Site Req.: See Plan Footnotes
Additional Plan Footnotes: Silver Lake
Specific Plan Area: None
Design Review Board: No
Historic Preservation Review: No
Historic Preservation Overlay Zone: None
Other Historic Designations: None
Other Historic Survey Information: None
Mills Act Contract: None
POD - Pedestrian Oriented Districts: None
CDO - Community Design Overlay: None
Streetscape: No
Sign District: No
Adaptive Reuse Incentive Area: None
CRA - Community Redevelopment Agency: None
Central City Parking: No
Downtown Parking: No
Building Line: None
500 Ft School Zone: No
500 Ft Park Zone: No

Assessor Information
Assessor Parcel Number: 5429013020
Parcel Area (Approximate): 21,910.7 (sq ft)
Use Code: 1100 - Stores
Assessed Land Val.: $1,114,268
Assessed Improvement Val.: $159,181
Last Owner Change: 04/26/05
Last Sale Amount: $1,200,012
Tax Rate Area: 13
Deed Reference No.: 2010912
Building 1:
  1. Year Built: 1939
  1. Building Class: CX



The contents of this report are bound by the User Agreement as described in the Terms and Conditions of this website. For more details, please refer to the Terms & Conditions link located at http://zimas.lacity.org.

  1. Number of Units: 0
  1. Number of Bedrooms: 0
  1. Number of Bathrooms: 0
  1. Building Square Footage: 5,736.0 (sq ft)
Building 2:
  2. Year Built: Not Available
  2. Building Class: Not Available
  2. Number of Units: 0
  2. Number of Bedrooms: 0
  2. Number of Bathrooms: 0
  2. Building Square Footage: 0.0 (sq ft)
Building 3:
  3. Year Built: Not Available
  3. Building Class: Not Available
  3. Number of Units: 0
  3. Number of Bedrooms: 0
  3. Number of Bathrooms: 0
  3. Building Square Footage: 0.0 (sq ft)
Building 4:
  4. Year Built: Not Available
  4. Building Class: Not Available
  4. Number of Units: 0
  4. Number of Bedrooms: 0
  4. Number of Bathrooms: 0
  4. Building Square Footage: None
Building 5:
  5. Year Built: Not Available
  5. Building Class: Not Available
  5. Number of Units: 0
  5. Number of Bedrooms: 0
  5. Number of Bathrooms: 0
  5. Building Square Footage: 0.0 (sq ft)

Additional Information
Airport Hazard: None
Coastal Zone: None
Farmland: Area not Mapped
Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone: No
Fire District No. 1: No
Fire District No. 2: Yes
Flood Zone: None
Hazardous Waste / Border Zone Properties: No
Methane Hazard Site: None
High Wind Velocity Areas: No
Hillside Grading: Yes
Oil Wells: None
Alquist-Priolo Fault Zone: No
Distance to Nearest Fault: 2.44856 (km)
Landslide: No
Liquefaction: No

Economic Development Areas
Business Improvement District: None
Federal Empowerment Zone: None
Renewal Community: No
Revitalization Zone: None
State Enterprise Zone: None
Targeted Neighborhood Initiative: None

Public Safety
Police Information:
  Bureau: Central
  Division / Station: Northeast
  Report District: 1171
Fire Information:
  District / Fire Station: 35
  Batallion: 5
  Division: 1
  Red Flag Restricted Parking: No



CASE SUMMARIES
Note: Information for Case Summaries is Retrieved from the Planning Department's Plan Case Tracking System (PCTS) Database.
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Case Number: CPC-1995-357-CPU
Required Action(s): CPU-COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE
Project Description(s): SILVERLAKE/ECHO PARK COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE PROGRAM (CPU) -

THESILVERLAKE/ECHO PARK COMMUNITY PLAN IS ONE OF TEN COMMUNITY
PLANS THAT ARE PART OF THE COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE PROGRAM PHASE
II(7-1-95 TO 12-31-96)

Case Number: CPC-1986-255
Required Action(s): Data Not Available
Project Description(s): AB-283 PROGRAM - GENERAL PLAN/ZONE CONSISTENCY - SILVER LAKE AREA -

COMMUNITY WIDE ZONE CHANGES AND COMMUNITY PLAN CHANGES TOBRING
THE ZONING  INTO CONSISTENCY WITH THE COMMUNITY PLAN.  INCLUDES
CHANGES OF HEIGHT AS NEEDED. REQUIRED BY COURT AS PART OF
SETTLEMENT IN THE HILLSIDE FEDERATION LAWSUIT

CONTINUATION OF CPC-86-255.  SEE GENERAL COMMENTS FOR CONTINUATION.

DATA NOT AVAILABLE
ORD-176825-SA26D
ORD-165167-SA1530
ZAI-1983-273



Building Permit History 
3903 & 3909 W. Sunset Boulevard 

Silver Lake 

August 2, 1939: Building Permit No. 30145 to construct a 1-story 50’ X 110’ brick and 
concrete market building on part of Lots 1, 2 and 3 of Childs Heights.

 Owner: Safeway Stores, Inc. 
 Architect: Frank L. Stiff 
 Engineer: William D. Coffey 
 Contractor: Harry W. Marshall 

Cost: $10,000.00 

November 13, 1939: Building Permit No. 44489 to install crank type lateral arm roller 
awning to comply with City building ordinance.  

 Owner: Safeway Stores, Inc. 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: None 

Contractor: National Awning Co. 
Cost: $125.00 

November 14, 1939: Building Permit No. 44561 to erect a 3’ X 3’ metal cooling tower on 
roof.

 Owner: Safeway Stores, Inc. 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: None 

Contractor: Vernon Refrigeration and Electric Co. 
Cost: $45.00 

March 29, 1946: Building Permit No. 9007 to repair existing concrete floors and paint 
the front.

 Owner: Safeway Stores, Inc. 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: None 

Contractor: J. A. McNeil Co. 
Cost: $1,000.00 



The Black Cat Photographs 

The Black Cat, 3909 W. Sunset Boulevard, April 4, 2008 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 

The Black Cat, 3909 W. Sunset Boulevard, April 4, 2008 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 



The Black Cat, 3909 W. Sunset Boulevard, April 4, 2008 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 

The Black Cat, 3909 W. Sunset Boulevard, April 4, 2008 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 



The Black Cat, parapet, 3909 W. Sunset Boulevard, April 4, 2008 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 

The Black Cat, Bar sign still has original cat, 3909 W. Sunset Blvd, April 4, 2008 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 



The Black Cat, front entrance, 3909 W. Sunset Boulevard, April 4, 2008 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 

The Black Cat, interior viewed from front, 3909 W. Sunset Boulevard, June 8, 2008 (Wes Joe photo) 



The Black Cat, interior viewed from rear, 3909 W. Sunset Boulevard, June 8, 2008 (Wes Joe photo) 

50 The Black Cat, bar, 3909 W. Sunset Boulevard, June 8, 2008 (Wes Joe photo) 



The Black Cat, parking lot wall , 3909 W. Sunset Boulevard, April 4, 2008 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 

The Black Cat, parking lot light fixture, 3909 W. Sunset Boulevard, April 4, 2008 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 



The Black Cat, pilaster facing parking lot, 3909 W. Sunset Blvd., April 4, 2008 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 

The Black Cat, 3909 W. Sunset Boulevard, April 4, 2008 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 



The Black Cat as it appeared in 1967, 3909 W. Sunset Boulevard 




