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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the  
 RICHFIELD SERVICE STATION 
 

REQUEST:  Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 
 

OWNER: Adrine Hamamah 
 1725 Grandview Ave. 
 Glendale, CA   91201 
  

APPLICANT: Silver Lake Neighborhood Council 
  
APPLICANT’S  Charles J. Fisher 
REPRESENTATIVE:  140 S. Ave. 57 
    Los Angeles, CA  90042   
 
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10(c)4 
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
may warrant further investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP 
Director of Planning 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]  [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
    
Ken Bernstein, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 
 
Prepared by: 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]     
 ________________________ 
Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner 
Office of Historic Resources 
 
Attachments: March 18, 2008 Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
 ZIMAS Report 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

HEARING DATE: September 4, 2008 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1010 
  200 N. Spring Street 
  Los Angeles, CA   
  90012 

CASE NO.: CHC-2008-2317-HCM 
 
Location: 2800 N. Glendale Blvd. 
Council District: 4 
Community Plan Area: Silver Lake-Echo Park-
Elysian Valley 
Area Planning Commission: East Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Council: Silver Lake 
Legal Description: Lot 13 of TR 5552 
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SUMMARY 
 
Built in 1936 and located in the Silver Lake area, this one-story commercial gas station building 
exhibits character-defining features of Streamline Moderne architecture.  The L-shape plan 
building has a flat roof with a single-square canopy.  The flat roof canopy is surmounted by a 
slightly rounded center signage parapet and is supported by two round metal poles set onto a 
concrete pump island.  A three-level finned decorative feature is located at the top of the 
support poles.  The main rectangular shaped building has an off-center entrance with multi-pane 
fixed windows.  Decorative horizontal banding is located at the flat edge of the roof.  A rounded 
signage parapet bisects the roof, intersecting with the signage parapet that extends from the 
canopy roof.  The exterior has a painted steel finish with steel trim as well as corrugated steel 
walls at rear of building.   
 
The proposed Richfield Service Station historic monument was built by the Nigg Engineering 
Corporation of prefabricated materials and may have been designed by an architect or builder.  
The subject building was built in 1936 by the Richfield Oil Company as one of a chain of several 
service stations located in Los Angeles.  The Streamline Moderne design was a standard gas 
station design used by the company throughout Los Angeles.  The Richfield Oil Company would 
later merge with another oil company to form Atlantic Richfield (ARCO).      
 
Alterations to the subject building include the addition of signage, replacement of the front door, 
and removal of original gas pumps.  A secondary building consists of a small restroom structure 
at rear of property 
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that 
the application is complete and that the property is significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 



 Historic-Cultural Monument 

Application

TYPE OR PRINT IN ALL CAPITAL BLOCK LETTERS 

Identification

1. name of proposed monument   ___  Richfield Service Station _  _____                       _

2. street address  ___  2800 Glendale Boulevard                                                      _

city  ___Silver Lake ________zip code  ____90039   council district  _                  4                             _

assessor’s parcel no.                               5438-019-017                                        _

3. complete legal description:   tract _ Tract No. 5552, as per Map filed in Book 60, Page 75 of Maps ,_

in  the Office of the County Recorder of Los Angeles County.                        _

     Block          N/A                  _Lot(s)       11, 12 and 13  _   arb. no.                      N/A                       _

range of addresses on property   2800 thru 2806 Glendale Boulevard and                                                   _

                                              4755-4763 Locksley Place              _

4. present owner        Adrine Hamamah              __   ___

street address __  1725 Grandview Avenue                            _

city _  Glendale       state   CA zip code   91201-1207   phone_ (818) - unlisted              _

owner is:     private  X          __public                                                _

5. present use _Abandoned Auto Repair shop _        original use _   Gas Station                     _

Description

6. architectural style  ___    Art Deco                       _

7. state present physical description of the site or structure (see optional description worksheet)

     (see description worksheet)         _         _ 

                    _    _          _     _

            _     _     _                 _    _

               _      _     

_                _       

_                             _

_               _

                              _ 

historic-cultural monument  

application 



Historic-Cultural Monument

Application

Name of Proposed Monument       Richfield Service Station   

10. construction date: factual _            1936                 _estimated                                   _

11. architect , designer, or engineer: __  Unknown         _

12. contractor or other builder: _  Nigg Engineering Corporation      _

13. dates of enclosed photographs _                January 30, 2008                          _

14. condition:   excellent      good  fair      deteriorated       no longer in existence 

15. alterations:   Side pump canopy enclosed as service bay,, front door replaced, gas pumps removed and a  _

 wall built around the property that appears to be from the 1950s or 1960s.  Some additional signage.      _

16. threats to site  none known    private development  vandalism  public works project 

17. is the structure  on its original site   moved  unknown 

significance

18. briefly state historical and/or architectural importance; include dates, events, and persons associated 

with site (see optional significance worksheet) This Art Deco gas station was originally built for and      _ 

maintained by Richfield Oil Company, which was to remain the most successful of the various oil compa-  _ 

 nies that were founded in the Los Angeles area at the turn of the 20
th

 Century.  In 1929, the Richfield Oil 

 Company opened their iconic black and gold Art Deco headquarters building in Downtown Los Angeles.  _ 

 time the most modern style of service stations.  The “Richfield Tower” was hailed by critics as best              _ 

example of the Art Deco style in Los Angeles, until it was demolished in 1969.  In the 1930s, Richfield        _ 

used a standard gas station design that harkened to their new building as a guide.  This gas station is_        _ 

emblematic of the type of prefabricated construction that was used in Pre-World war  II  Los Angeles.      _  

The structure was fabricated by Nigg  Engineering of Covina, California and then assembled at it’s              _ 

present site along with a separate rest room structure at the rear of the property.  The station was          _ 

designed in the Art Deco Style, which was at the time the most modern style of service stations.   The          _

 building is a visible reminder of the history of Richfield Oil Company, the Southern California car                _ 

culture and the early use of prefabricated buildings aimed at selling a product.             _.       _                         _  

19. sources (list books, documents, surveys, personal interviews with dates) Los Angeles City Building permits per        _ 

attached,  LA County assessors records, recorded deeds,  US Census Records, Los Angeles Times articles..      _          

                      _

20. date form prepared  March 18, 2008_ preparer’s name                   Charles J. Fisher                                                 _

organization  Silver Lake Neighbors  . street address     140 S. Avenue 57         _

               city _Highland Park      state _CA   zip code        90042 phone  _ (323) 256-3593          _

  E-mail address: _____  __arroyoseco@hotmail.com         _

historic-cultural monument  

application



DESCRIPTION WORK SHEET

type or print in all capital block letters 

the _ Richfield Service Station _ is a  __  ___                1       story,
                                                                         name of proposed monument                                                                                                                                                         number of stories 

    Art Deco   _,   _  l-shaped  plan     Gas Station       _
                   architectural  style  (see liine 8 above)                                                          plan shape   (see chart)                                                                          structure use (residence, etc)   

with a          painted steel      _ finish and                   steel                         trim.
material (wood siding, wood shingles, brick, stucco, etc                                                                                                                                                  material (wood, metal, etc.)   

its  contoured flat roof is    covered with rolled composition  .            glass and steel       ,
                         roof shape (see chart))                                                                            material (clay tile, asphalt or wood shingles                                                                      WINDOW MATERIAL

         multi-pane fixed windows                             are part of the design. 
window type [double hung (slides up & down), casement (opens out), horizontal sliding, etc]                             

the entry features a   simple insetted doorway above a single low step under the  main canopy  . _
                                                                                                                          door location (recessed, centered, off-center, corner, etc.)

with a _  multi paneled wooden  (not original)  door. Additional character defining elements 
                                    entry door style (see chart) 

of the structure are  a single square canopy to the front of the building with a flat roof that is    _
identify ooriginal features such as porches (see chart); balconies; number and shape of dormers (see chart);  

surmounted by a slightly rounded center signage parapet.  The canopy is supported by two round        _
number and location of chimneys; shutters; secondary finish materials; parapets; metal trim; decorative tile or cast stone; arches;  

metal poles at the front.  A three level finned decorative element is at the top of the poles, which are
ornamental woodwork; symmetry or asymmetry; cornices; friezes; towers or turrets; bay windows; halftimbering; horizontality;  

set into the concrete pump island,  A slightly higher flat room is transverse to the canopy over the   _ 
verticality; formality or informality; garden walls, etc. 

main structure with a similar sign parapet extending to the right over the service bay.  The service bay

is behind a large metal door.  The entire building is constructed of sheet steel with corrugated         _
additional defining elements 

walls at the rear of the structure.  Details include horizontal banding along the flat edge of the roof  and early

additional defining elements

 lighting fixtures at the front of the canopy.  Early florescent fixtures are found on the bottom side of the           _

additional defining elements

canopy.                                     _

additional defining elements

                                _

additional defining elements

                      _

additional defining elements

secondary buildings consist of    A small rest room structure at the rear of the property    _
     identify garage; garden shelter, etc.  

significant interior spaces include   No interior description is available, but as the last use was  __
                                            Identify ooriginal features  such as wood paneling; moldings and trim, special glass windows,  

as an auto repair facility, it may not be too altered.             _
ornate ceilings; plaster moldings; light fixtures; painted decoration; ceramic tile; stair balustrades; built-in furniture, etc.

                    _ 
identify notable mature trees and shrubs 

historic-cultural monument application



c  i  t  y    o  f    l  o  s     a  n  g  e  l  e  s 

Significance Work Sheet 

type or hand print in all capital block letters 

Complete One or Both of the Upper and Lower Portions of This Page 

Architectural Significance 

the _   _Richfield Service Station                is an important example of 
                           name of proposed monument 

_   Art Deco Filling Station     _____                  architecture
                           Architectural style (see line 8) 

and meets the cultural heritage ordinance because of the high quality of its design and the retention 

of its original form, detailing and integrity. 

Historical Significance 

The _  Richfield Service Station  _ was built in _          1936   __              _
Name of proposed monument        year built 

 Richfield Oil Company                        was important to the 
Name of first or other significant owner         

development of Los Angeles because  it was one of the largest of the oil companies that were founded in       _

Los Angeles at the turn of the 20
th

 Century to explore for, refine and market the local petroleum products that 

Fuel the growth of Southern California as well as the Nation through the growth of the automobile and its         _

Impact on the overall growth of suburban areas of the country.  Incorporated in 1898, Richfield Oil was one of _

several companies  that were soon drilling throughout the greater Los Angeles area .  Oil fields soon became a  _

part of life, as different companies an “wildcatters” (individual oil prospectors) began drilling everywhere they  _

could get a hold of the mineral rights for.  Richfield used scientific methods to search for oil, establishing          _

several large oils fields in the area.   The company started building oil refineries and in 1917, opened its first        _

retail service station.  As more and more cars came onto the road in the 1920s, more stations were built to take  _ 

care of the driver’s need to fuel their automobiles.  As the company grew, it contracted with Morgan Walls and  _

Clements to design a 12-story office building on Figueroa Street in Downtown Los Angeles.  The result was the  _ 

Iconic Richfield Tower, with it’s black and gold façade and its tall neon tower, became an instant landmark and a 

Definitive representative of the emerging Art Deco style.  By this time, Richfield had begun to establish a network_

Of service stations up and down the West coast, in California, Oregon and Washington.  The company was one of_ 

The first that decided to standardize their station design.  An Art Deco style was chosen that was a reminder of   _ 

The company’s own headquarters building.  The design, by an unknown architect, was worked with Nigg engineer-  _  

historic-cultural monument  

application 
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c  i  t  y    o  f    l  o  s     a  n  g  e  l  e  s 

Significance Work Sheet 

Continued

ing of Covina, California, that created the prefabricated units of the steel buildings.  There were        _

several variations on the design, but the basic pattern was the rectangular box set either to the left_

or the right with either a set of pumps or a service bay under the main roof and a single canopy at the _

front of the building to cover the pumps.  Most of the buildings came with a separate prefabricated    _

restroom building, such as the one that is still extant at the subject site.  Over the years, many of the _

restrooms were incorporated into additions at the rear of the buildings and that was soon the norm _

for construction of stations from the 1940s through the early 1970s.  Later stations, especially      _ 

those with market areas, incorporate the restrooms into the market with interior entrances.  New       _

self serve stations, however, have frequently returned to the separate restroom building, such as     _

the structure at this facility.   By the 1980s, many of the older stations had ceased to pump gas and     _

had either been converted to other uses, such as auto repair, or were simply abandoned until they        _

were torn down.  Others were replaced with new stations.  The result is that the early stations, which

 once number in the thousands, are rapidly disappearing.  Even Richfield Oil was to evolve.  In 1966, the 

company merged with Atlantic Refining, an East Coast firm and moved the main headquarters to New    _

York the gas stations were renamed ARCO, as an acronym for the new “Atlantic Richfield Company.     _

 In 1969, the Richfield Tower was demolished with hardly a whimper from the fledgling preservation   _

Movement in Los Angeles.  Shortly before the building was vacated, a fire gutted the neon tower, as if

The building was sealing itself to its fate.  In 1972, the company headquarters returned to Los              _

Angeles, housed in the new twin ARCO Towers, that were built on the site of the old building.  By this  _

 Time, the company had nearly abandoned all of its early stations, opting for more modern facilities.   _ 

 One marketing ploy a few years later, was to become the first major oil company to cancel all of its_

 Credit  cards and going to a cash only system during the gas crunch of the 1970s.  The lower prices_

Were quite popular and the gamble paid off.  ARCO has more recently become a part of BP-Amoco, but_

Still retains its own identity West of the Rockies.  Richfield Petroleum was always an innovative           _

Company that tried new marketing techniques as well as meathods of refining that today would be      _

Recognized as more environmentally friendly, such as a new way of creating high octane fuel in 1932_

That eliminated the use of acid in the process, thereby cutting down on the corrosive properties of     _     

Earlier versions of the fuel.  The use of a standard gas station design was also an innovation that was

Directly aimed at marketing the product.                                               _

historic-cultural monument  

application







City of Los Angeles
Department of City Planning

04/06/2008
PARCEL PROFILE REPORT

The contents of this report are bound by the User Agreement as described in the Terms and Conditions of this website. For more details, please refer to the Terms & Conditions link located at http://zimas.lacity.org.

PROPERTY ADDRESSES
2800 N GLENDALE BLVD

ZIP CODES
90039

RECENT ACTIVITY
None

CASE NUMBERS
CPC-2006-48-ICO
CPC-1995-357-CPU
CPC-1986-30-ZC
CPC-1986-255
ORD-176825-SA3
ORD-165167-SA50
ORD-162812
ZA-1993-298-CUZ
BZA-4848
MND-93-18-CUZ
ND-86-165-ZC

Address/Legal Information
PIN Number: 150A207    24
Area (Calculated): 3,023.8 (sq ft)
Thomas Brothers Grid: PAGE 594 - GRID D3
Assessor Parcel Number: 5438019017
Tract: TR 5552
Map Reference: M B 60-75
Block: None
Lot: 13
Arb (Lot Cut Reference): None
Map Sheet: 150A207

151-5A207

Jurisdictional Information
Community Plan Area: Silver Lake - Echo Park - Elysian

Valley
Area Planning Commission: East Los Angeles
Neighborhood Council: Silver Lake
Council District: CD 4 - Tom LaBonge
Census Tract #: 1873.00
LADBS District Office: Los Angeles Metro

Planning and Zoning Information
Special Notes: None
Zoning: [Q]C2-1VL
Zoning Information (ZI): None
General Plan Land Use: Neighborhood Commercial
Plan Footnote - Site Req.: See Plan Footnotes
Additional Plan Footnotes: Silver Lake
Specific Plan Area: None
Design Review Board: No
Historic Preservation Review: No
Historic Preservation Overlay Zone: None
Other Historic Designations: None
Other Historic Survey Information: None
Mills Act Contract: None
POD - Pedestrian Oriented Districts: None
CDO - Community Design Overlay: None
Streetscape: No
Sign District: No
Adaptive Reuse Incentive Area: None
CRA - Community Redevelopment Agency: None
Central City Parking: No
Downtown Parking: No
Building Line: None
500 Ft School Zone: No
500 Ft Park Zone: No

Assessor Information
Assessor Parcel Number: 5438019017
Parcel Area (Approximate): 8,015.0 (sq ft)
Use Code: 010V - Residential Vacant Land
Assessed Land Val.: $468,619
Assessed Improvement Val.: $0
Last Owner Change: 09/20/02
Last Sale Amount: $15,000
Tax Rate Area: 13
Deed Reference No.: 2219263
Building 1:
  1. Year Built: Not Available



The contents of this report are bound by the User Agreement as described in the Terms and Conditions of this website. For more details, please refer to the Terms & Conditions link located at http://zimas.lacity.org.

  1. Building Class: Not Available
  1. Number of Units: 0
  1. Number of Bedrooms: 0
  1. Number of Bathrooms: 0
  1. Building Square Footage: 0.0 (sq ft)
Building 2:
  2. Year Built: Not Available
  2. Building Class: Not Available
  2. Number of Units: 0
  2. Number of Bedrooms: 0
  2. Number of Bathrooms: 0
  2. Building Square Footage: 0.0 (sq ft)
Building 3:
  3. Year Built: Not Available
  3. Building Class: Not Available
  3. Number of Units: 0
  3. Number of Bedrooms: 0
  3. Number of Bathrooms: 0
  3. Building Square Footage: 0.0 (sq ft)
Building 4:
  4. Year Built: Not Available
  4. Building Class: Not Available
  4. Number of Units: 0
  4. Number of Bedrooms: 0
  4. Number of Bathrooms: 0
  4. Building Square Footage: None
Building 5:
  5. Year Built: Not Available
  5. Building Class: Not Available
  5. Number of Units: 0
  5. Number of Bedrooms: 0
  5. Number of Bathrooms: 0
  5. Building Square Footage: 0.0 (sq ft)

Additional Information
Paul Williams Designed: No
Airport Hazard: None
Coastal Zone: None
Farmland: Area not Mapped
Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone: Yes
Fire District No. 1: No
Fire District No. 2: Yes
Flood Zone: None
Hazardous Waste / Border Zone Properties: No
Methane Hazard Site: None
High Wind Velocity Areas: No
Hillside Grading: Yes
Oil Wells: None
Alquist-Priolo Fault Zone: No
Distance to Nearest Fault: 0.94265 (km)
Landslide: No
Liquefaction: Yes

Economic Development Areas
Business Improvement District: None
Federal Empowerment Zone: None
Renewal Community: No
Revitalization Zone: None
State Enterprise Zone: None
Targeted Neighborhood Initiative: None

Public Safety
Police Information:
  Bureau: Central
  Division / Station: Northeast
  Report District: 1145
Fire Information:
  District / Fire Station: 56
  Batallion: 2
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  Division: 1
  Red Flag Restricted Parking: No



CASE SUMMARIES
Note: Information for Case Summaries is Retrieved from the Planning Department's Plan Case Tracking System (PCTS) Database.

The contents of this report are bound by the User Agreement as described in the Terms and Conditions of this website. For more details, please refer to the Terms & Conditions link located at http://zimas.lacity.org.

Case Number: CPC-2006-48-ICO
Required Action(s): ICO-INTERIM CONTROL ORDINANCE
Project Description(s): AN INTERIM CONTROL ORDINANCE REQUIRING A PROJECT PERMIT IN ORDER TO

ISSUE A BUILDING PERMIT FOR PROPERTIES ALONG THE LOS ANGELES RIVER, IN
THREE SECTIONS WITH WIDTHS OF 300 FEET, 500 FEET AND 1,000 FEET.

Case Number: CPC-1995-357-CPU
Required Action(s): CPU-COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE
Project Description(s): SILVERLAKE/ECHO PARK COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE PROGRAM (CPU) -

THESILVERLAKE/ECHO PARK COMMUNITY PLAN IS ONE OF TEN COMMUNITY
PLANS THAT ARE PART OF THE COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE PROGRAM PHASE
II(7-1-95 TO 12-31-96)

Case Number: CPC-1986-30-ZC
Required Action(s): ZC-ZONE CHANGE
Project Description(s): ZONE CHANGE FROM R3-1 AND C2-1 TO RD2-1 FOR AN AREA GENERALLY

BOUNDED BY GLENDALE BL, RIVERSIDE DRIVE AND FLETCHER DR

Case Number: CPC-1986-255
Required Action(s): Data Not Available
Project Description(s): AB-283 PROGRAM - GENERAL PLAN/ZONE CONSISTENCY - SILVER LAKE AREA -

COMMUNITY WIDE ZONE CHANGES AND COMMUNITY PLAN CHANGES TOBRING
THE ZONING  INTO CONSISTENCY WITH THE COMMUNITY PLAN.  INCLUDES
CHANGES OF HEIGHT AS NEEDED. REQUIRED BY COURT AS PART OF
SETTLEMENT IN THE HILLSIDE FEDERATION LAWSUIT

CONTINUATION OF CPC-86-255.  SEE GENERAL COMMENTS FOR CONTINUATION.

Case Number: ZA-1993-298-CUZ
Required Action(s): CUZ-ALL OTHER CONDITIONAL USE CASES
Project Description(s): TO DEMOLISH AN EXISTING SERVICE STATION/AUTO SHOP AND BUILD A NEW

AUTO REPAIR SHOP, ON A CORNER C2 PROPERTY WHICH IS WITHIN 300 FEET OF
RESIDENTIAL ZONE.

Case Number: MND-93-18-CUZ
Required Action(s): CUZ-ALL OTHER CONDITIONAL USE CASES
Project Description(s): Data Not Available

Case Number: ND-86-165-ZC
Required Action(s): ZC-ZONE CHANGE
Project Description(s): Data Not Available

DATA NOT AVAILABLE
ORD-176825-SA3
ORD-165167-SA50
ORD-162812
BZA-4848



TO STRIKE OIL 



The history of ARCO is really the story of two US companies, Atlantic Refining and 
Richfield Petroleum. 

The older of the two by nearly 40 years, Atlantic was founded in Pennsylvania in 1866, 
the state where the world’s first crude oil had been discovered seven years earlier. 
Initially Atlantic concentrated solely on shipping and storing oil, but within a few years it 
got into the refining business, where it would really make a name for itself. 

Less than a decade after its founding John D. Rockefeller’s Standard Oil Trust snapped 
up the company. With that backing, Atlantic’s motor oil, Polainne, became one of the 
best-known motor oils in the country. 

Richfield Oil started business in 1905 on the West Coast. It grew quickly into one of the 
leading gasoline marketers there.  

The Standard Oil empire crumbled in 1911, by order of the US Supreme Court, and 
Atlantic was its own company again. Atlantic’s president at the time, John Wesley Van 
Dyke, is said to have urged his employees to “go find the company some crude.” And 
they did, making significant discoveries in the American Southwest.  

Atlantic’s first service station opened in Pittsburgh in 1915. Richfield’s first station 
opened in Los Angeles two years later. Business was good. In the 1920s both companies 
moved into iconic office spaces. Atlantic opened an office in Dallas’s first skyscraper. 
Richfield built a landmark 12-story office tower in LA.  

As of 1945, Richfield was a leading producer of high-octane fuels, while Atlantic used 
seismic technology techniques that it had developed in its own labs to find a large oil 
field in Crane County, Texas.

In 1966 the two companies merged, forming Atlantic Richfield, or ARCO for short.  



Two years later a team that had been roaming remote northern parts of Alaska in search 
of oil there found it. Prudhoe Bay was the largest oil discovery in US history. Further 
along the slope, BP soon tapped into its share of the vast reservoir. In the eight years 
before oil flowed from Alaska, ARCO and BP worked together to assure the US 
government that environmental risks had been addressed.  

ARCO’s chairman, Robert O. Anderson, and its president, Thornton F. Bradshaw, spoke 
out prominently on environmental issues and gained respect as corporate 
environmentalists.  

In the late 1980s ARCO introduced America’s first environmentally engineered fuel, EC-
1, which was designed to help reduce pollution from older cars and trucks. A year later, it 
launched a premium version. By 1991 these emission-control gasolines had removed over 
100 million pounds of pollutants from Southern California air.  

Mergers and acquisitions fuelled ARCO’s growth over the years. The company bought 
Sinclair Oil Corporation in 1969, gaining chemical plants, refineries and a large network 
of pipelines. It merged with mining company Anaconda in 1977 to become a broad “earth 
resources” company.  

But despite this growth, ARCO remained essentially a regional company within the US, 
strongest in the West. Its corporate headquarters moved to Los Angeles from New York 
in 1972. The first ampm retail outlet opened nearby in 1978. Eventually the company 
pulled out of the US East Coast altogether, selling its stations and refineries.

It didn’t, however, limit its exploration activities to the same territory. In the 1980s 
ARCO’s international arm made the first commercial natural gas discovery off China’s 
coast and built a 700-kilometre subsea pipeline to pump the gas to Hong Kong. In 1996 
ARCO announced a joint venture with LUKOIL, Russia’s largest oil company, to 
produce gas and oil in Russia and elsewhere.

In 2000, ARCO joined the BP group. All of the group’s US stations west of the Rocky 
Mountains took on ARCO branding, and the number of ampm outlets grew to more than 
900.
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HI-OCTANE GASOLINE ANNOUNCED
Los Angeles Times (1886-Current File); May 8, 1932; ProQuest Historical Newspapers Los Angeles Times (1881 - 1986)
pg. E2



Building Permit History 
2800 Glendale Boulevard 

Silver Lake 

November 25, 1936: Building Permit No. 33583 to build a 1-story, 16’ X 8’ 2-room 
steel and glass rest room building on Lot 11 of Tract No. 5552.  

 Owner: Lee Lopher Bartroff 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: None 
 Contractor: Nigg Engineering Corporation 

Cost: $1,000.00 

November 25, 1936: Building Permit No. 33584 to build a 1-story, 20’ X 20’ and 12’ 
X 16’ 1-room steel and glass Service Station building on Lots 12 
and 13 of Tract No. 5552.

 Owner: Lee Lopher Bartroff 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: None 
 Contractor: Nigg Engineering Corporation 

Cost: $5,000.00 

May 26, 1965: Building Permit No. LA95957 for unspecified work requiring a 
highway dedication. (Probably to enclose side canopy to create a 
service bay.)

 Owner: L. S. Dexter & Company 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: R. E. Hansen 
 Contractor: Madison Builders, Inc. 

Cost: $200.00 

May 26, 1965: Building Permit No. LA95957 to enclose canopy - Change in 
plans.

 Owner: L. S. Dexter & Company 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: R. E. Hansen 
 Contractor: Madison Builders, Inc. 

Cost: $200.00 



September 29, 1994: Building Permit No. VN61725 for change of use of service 
station to used car office and to used car lot. 

 Owner: Onnik Mehrabian 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: None 
 Contractor: Owner 

Cost: $6,000.00 

February 15, 1995: Building Permit No. VN73378 for change of use of service 
station to used car lot and office with existing service bay to 
remain. –No fee, Dept. error, 94VN61725. 

 Owner: Onnik Mehrabian 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: None 
 Contractor: Owner 

Cost: $0.00 



Richfield Service Station Photographs 

Richfield Service Station, 2800 Glendale Boulevard, Mar 14, 2008 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 

Richfield Service Station, 2800 Glendale Boulevard, Mar 14, 2008 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 



Richfield Service Station, 2800 Glendale Boulevard, Mar 14, 2008 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 

Richfield Service Station, 2800 Glendale Boulevard, Mar 14, 2008 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 



Richfield Service Station, 2800 Glendale Boulevard, Mar 14, 2008 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 

Richfield Service Station, 2800 Glendale Boulevard, Mar 14, 2008 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 



Richfield Service Station, 2800 Glendale Boulevard, Mar 14, 2008 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 

Richfield Service Station, rest rooms, 2800 Glendale Boulevard, Mar 14, 2008 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 



Richfield Service Station, rest rooms, 2800 Glendale Boulevard, Mar 14, 2008 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 

Richfield Service Station, perimeter wall on property, 2800 Glendale Boulevard, Mar 14, 2008 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 



Early gas station selling various brands, including Richfield, in South Gate, June 4, 1928 

Harvey’s Super Service, c1930 



Early Richfield Station, Larchmont and 1st Street, 1930 

Richfield Tower, July 2, 1968 



Richfield Tower showing various terra cotta colors and gold leaf trim 

Richfield Tower at night showing Beacon 



Richfield Tower showing Art Deco detail above main entry in 1963 (William Reagh photo) 

Richfield Service Station, Art Deco detail, 2800 Glendale Boulevard, Mar 14, 2008 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 



Richfield Tower, demolition photo, April 1969 

Richfield Service Station, mirror image of subject station, Burns, Oregon, September 1, 1948 



Richfield Service Station in present condition, 2800 Glendale Boulevard, Mar 14, 2008 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 

Restored 1934 vintage Richfield Station, Coalinga, CA 



Richfield Service Station, 2800 Glendale Boulevard, Mar 14, 2008 (Charles J. Fisher photo) 




