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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the 

 SONTAG DRUG BUILDING 
  
REQUEST:  Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
OWNER: Diogenes Holdings Wilshire LLC 
 c/o Walter N. Marks 
 8758 Venice Boulevard, Suite 100 
 Los Angeles, CA  90034 
 
APPLICANTS: Margot Gerber and Steven Luftman 
 Art Deco Society of Los Angeles 
 P.O. Box 972 
 Los Angeles, CA  90078 
 
PREPARERS: Katie Horak and Andrew Goodrich 
 Architectural Resources Group 
 360 East 2nd Street, Suite 225 
 Los Angeles, CA  90012 
 

   
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10   
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
warrants further investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
 
 
 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
 
HEARING DATE: February 4, 2021 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  Teleconference (see  
  agenda for login  
  information) 
 
EXPIRATION DATE: The original 30-day expiration 
date of February 11, 2021 per Los Angeles 
Administrative Code Section 22.171.10(e)1 is 
tolled, and a revised date will be determined 
pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 2020 Public 
Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency 
Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines Prescribed in the 
Municipal Code and April 17, 2020 Public Order 
Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority re: 
Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising Expiration 
of Emergency Orders 

CASE NO.: CHC-2021-358-HCM 
                    ENV-2021-361-CE   
 
Location: 5401-5405 W. Wilshire Boulevard;  
                671 S. Cloverdale Avenue 
Council District: 4 – Raman  
Community Plan Area: Wilshire 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Mid City West 
Legal Description: Tract 7705, Lot 112 
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VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of PlanningN1907 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Principal City Planner  Shannon Ryan, Senior City Planner 
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect         Melissa Jones, City Planning Associate  
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
   
 
Attachment: Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
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SUMMARY 
 
The Sontag Drug Building is a two-story commercial building located at the northwest corner of 
W. Wilshire Boulevard and S. Cloverdale Avenue in the Miracle Mile neighborhood of Los 
Angeles. Constructed in 1936 by Los Angeles-based architects Alvan Edward Norstrom (1895‐
1946) and Milton Lawrence Anderson (1895‐1987), the building is designed in the Streamline 
Moderne architectural style. The building was constructed as commercial retail space and was 
originally occupied by a single tenant, a drug store operated by the Sontag Cut‐Rate Drug 
Company; it was later subdivided into multiple tenant spaces. The building currently comprises 
three retail units on the ground floor and an office suite on the second floor. 
 
Rectangular in plan with a smaller rear addition, the subject property is of reinforced concrete and 
concrete block construction with smooth stucco cladding and has a slightly pitched vaulted roof 
with a raised parapet. The building fronts both Wilshire Boulevard (to the south) and Cloverdale 
Avenue (to the east) and has no setback. The primary, south-facing elevation is symmetrically 
composed with complex massing. The entrance to the main retail unit is located on the chamfered 
southeast corner of the building and is approached by a shallow threshold with terrazzo floors. 
The entrance consists of a pair of glazed, frameless glass doors with fixed sidelites. On the west 
end of the south-facing elevation are two secondary entrances that include a louvered metal door 
with a transom and a glazed metal door with a sidelite and transom. The storefronts on the south-
facing elevation and a portion of the east-facing elevation are surmounted by a shallow concrete 
canopy with rounded corners. Fenestration includes aluminum fixed storefront windows and 
aluminum sliding windows. There is a squared spire projecting from the southeast corner of the 
roof with incised speedlines and a decorative cap. Other details include rounded corners, 
stringcourses, speedlines, and moldings. Interior features include curved walls and ceilings and 
a curved interior stair with metal rails and porthole openings. 
 
The architectural firm of Norstrom and Anderson was headed by Alvan Edward Norstrom, a native 
of San Francisco, and Milton Lawrence Anderson, a native of Iowa. Each arrived independently 
in Los Angeles around 1920 and worked as draftsmen for several local architectural firms. In 
1928, they partnered together to open their own practice. Norstrom and Anderson took on various 
types of commissions, including residential and industrial structures, but the firm specialized in 
commercial architecture. Early examples of their work consist largely of low‐scale commercial 
buildings in the mid‐Wilshire area and in Westwood Village. The firm practiced throughout the 
1930s, designing commercial and some industrial projects in a variety of Period Revival 
architectural styles. Norstrom died in Los Angeles in 1946, resulting in the dissolution of the firm. 
Anderson continued practicing on his own and was inducted into the Southern California Chapter 
of the American Institute of Architects (AIA) in 1947. Among Anderson’s notable commissions as 
a sole practitioner were a J.C. Penney store in Downtown Santa Monica (1949); an industrial 
building for the Carpenter Paper Company in Vernon (1954); and a suburban shopping center in 
Azusa (1956). Anderson died in Orange County in 1987.  
  
The subject property has experienced several alterations that include the construction of interior 
partitions and modifications and the reconstruction of the front entrance in 1946; the relocation of 
an interior stairway, and a 700-square foot addition to the rear in 1947; the addition of a wall sign 
in 1950; interior modifications in 1954; the repair of fire damage in 1956; the addition of an interior 
stairway, wall sign, and the construction of a new ceiling in the basement in 1957; the installation 
of an aluminum awning in 1961; the addition of an exhaust shaft in 1964; interior improvements 
in 1965, 1972 and 1977; blocking of some windows and other improvements in 1986; the addition 
of 4,220-square feet to the existing second floor office suite within the existing roof in 2013; and 
alterations to the storefront system on the south elevation, the replacement of original doors and 
windows, and the modification of building signage, all at unknown dates. 
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The subject property was formally determined eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1983, and was concurrently listed in the California Register of Historical Resources, as 
a Contributor to the Miracle Mile Historic District. 
 
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria: 
 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies 
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, 
state, city or community; 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local 
history; or 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; 
or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual 
genius influenced his or her age. 

 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that the 
application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On January 12, 2021, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed 
designation of the subject property as an Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. The original 
30-day expiration date of February 11, 2021 per Los Angeles Administrative Code Section 
22.171.10(e)1 is tolled, and a revised date will be determined pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 
2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines 
Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 17, 2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising Expiration of Emergency 
Orders. 
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3. STYLE & MATERIALS

CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

Proposed Monument Name:

Other Associated Names:

Street Address: 

Range of Addresses on Property:

Assessor Parcel Number:

/ĚĞŶƟĮĐĂƟŽŶ�ĐŽŶƚ͛Ě͗

Zip: Council District:

Community Name:

Tract: Block: Lot:

Proposed Monument
Property Type: Building Structure Object Site/Open Space Natural

Feature

1. PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION

�ĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ�ůŽĐĂƚĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͕�ŚĞƌĞ͗�

Year built: Factual EƐƟŵĂƚĞĚ Threatened?

Architect/Designer: Contractor:  

Original Use: Present Use:

Is the Proposed Monument on its Original Site? Yes UnŬŶŽǁŶ�;ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ�ŝŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ϳͿ

2. CONSTRUCTION HISTORY & CURRENT STATUS

EŽ�;ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ�ŝŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ϳͿ

5401-03-05 Wilshire Bl; 671 S Cloverdale Ave

Sontag Drug Building First Owner/Tenant

5401-5405 Wilshire Boulevard 90036 4

Miracle Mile

5508-009-001 TR 7705 None 112

(none)

1936 Private Development

Norstrom and Anderson Webb Construction Company

Commercial Retail Mixed-Use Commercial (Retail and Office)

Streamline Moderne 2 L-shaped

Concrete poured/precast Concrete block

Stucco, smooth Select

Flat Select

Unknown Select

Fixed Sliding

Aluminum Aluminum

Corner Select

Double Select



CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

4. ALTERATION HISTORY

>ŝƐƚ�ĚĂƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�ǁƌŝƚĞ�Ă�ďƌŝĞĨ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĂŶǇ�ŵĂũŽƌ�ĂůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ�Žƌ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶƐ͘�dŚŝƐ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ŵĂǇ�ĂůƐŽ�ďĞ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚ�ŽŶ�Ă�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚ͘�
/ŶĐůƵĚĞ�ĐŽƉŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�ƉĂĐŬĞƚ͘�DĂŬĞ�ƐƵƌĞ�ƚŽ�ůŝƐƚ�ĂŶǇ�ŵĂũŽƌ�ĂůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ�ĨŽƌ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�ŶŽ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚƐ͕�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů͘

5. EXISTING HISTORIC RESOURCE IDENTIFICATION ;ŝĨ�ŬŶŽwn)

^ƵrveǇ�EĂŵĞ;ƐͿ͗

ListĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ��ĂůŝfŽƌŶŝĂ�RegistĞƌ�ŽĨ�,ŝstŽƌŝcĂů�RĞƐŽƵrces

�ĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ�ĞůŝŐŝďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂů͕�ƐƚĂƚĞ͕�Žƌ�ůŽĐĂů�ůĂŶĚŵĂƌŬ�
ƐƚĂƚƵƐ�ďǇ�ĂŶ�ŚŝstŽƌŝĐ�rĞƐŽƵrĐĞƐ�ƐƵrveǇ;ƐͿ

ListĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�RegistĞƌ�ŽĨ�,ŝstŽƌŝc�WůĂĐĞƐ

&ŽƌŵĂůůǇ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ�ĞůŝŐŝďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�ĂŶĚͬŽƌ��ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ�ZĞŐŝƐƚĞƌƐ

>ŽĐĂƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ�WƌĞƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�KǀĞƌůĂǇ��ŽŶĞ�;,WK�Ϳ
�ŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŶŐ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞ

EŽŶͲĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŶŐ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞ

KƚŚĞƌ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐĂů�Žƌ�ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƟŽŶƐ͗

6. APPLICABLE HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT CRITERIA

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant contributions to the
broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or community.

2. /Ɛ�associated ǁŝƚŚ�the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local history.

3. �ŵďŽĚŝĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; or represents a notable
work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius influenced his or her age.

dŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ�ĞǆĞŵƉůŝĮĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ��ƵůƚƵƌĂů�,ĞƌŝƚĂŐĞ�KƌĚŝŶĂŶĐĞ��ƌŝƚĞƌŝĂ�;^ĞĐƟŽŶ�ϮϮ͘ϭϳϭ͘ϳͿ͗�

Please see attached sheets.

✔

✔

Contributor to the NR-eligible/CR-listed Miracle Mile Historic District

✔



8. CONTACT INFORMATION

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

Applicant

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

EŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�WƌĞƉĂƌĞƌͬ�ƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚ͛Ɛ�ZĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞ

CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

7. WRITTEN STATEMENTS

dŚŝƐ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ĂůůŽǁƐ�ǇŽƵ�ƚŽ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ�Ăƚ�ůĞŶŐƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŚǇ�ŝƚ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�
ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƚĞĚ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐͲ�ƵůƚƵƌĂů�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ͘�dǇƉĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ŽŶ�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƩaĐŚ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƚŽ�ƚŚŝƐ�
ĨŽƌŵ͘

�͘�WƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ��ĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�Ͳ��ĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ƉŚǇƐŝĐĂů�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƟĐƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉ�ƚŽ�ŝƚƐ�ƐƵƌƌŽƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ͘��ǆƉĂŶĚ�ŽŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶƐ�Ϯ�ĂŶĚ�ϯ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ŵŽƌĞ�ĚĞƚĂŝůĞĚ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉ-
ƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝƚĞ͘��ǆƉĂŶĚ�ŽŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ϰ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶͬĂůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ�ŝŶ�ĚĞƚĂŝů�ŝĨ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�
ŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇ�ƚŽ�ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌŵ͘�/ĚĞŶƟĨǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌ-
ĚĞĮŶŝŶŐ�ĞůĞŵĞŶƚƐ͕�ƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞƐ͕�ŝŶƚĞƌŝŽƌ�ƐƉĂĐĞƐ͕�Žƌ�ůĂŶĚƐĐĂƉĞ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞƐ͘

�͘�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�^ŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�Ͳ��ĚĚƌĞƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ͕�ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů͕�ĂŶĚͬŽƌ�ĂƌĐŚŝƚĞĐ-
ƚƵƌĂů�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ďǇ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŶŐ�ŚŽǁ�ŝƚ�ƐĂƟƐĮĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�,�D�ĐƌŝƚĞƌŝĂ�ǇŽƵ�ƐĞůĞĐƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�^ĞĐƟŽŶ�ϲ͘�zŽƵ�ŵƵƐƚ�
ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĂƌŐƵŵĞŶƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƟĂů�ĞǀŝĚĞŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĂŶĂůǇƐŝƐ͘�dŚĞ�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�^ŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ŝƐ�ǇŽƵƌ�
ŵĂŝŶ�ĂƌŐƵŵĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƟŽŶ�ƐŽ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƟĂƚĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĐůĂŝŵƐ�ǇŽƵ�ŵĂŬĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƟŶŐ�
ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ͘

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

WƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�KǁŶĞƌ zes No hŶŬŶoǁŶ/Ɛ�ƚŚĞ�ŽǁŶĞƌ�ŝŶ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͍

Margot Gerber, Steven Luftman Art Deco Society of Los Angeles

P.O. Box 972 Los Angeles CA

90078 310.659.3326 artdecola.adsla@gmail.com

Katie Horak, Andrew Goodrich Architectural Resources Group

360 E. 2nd Street, Suite 225 Los Angeles CA

90012 626.583.1401 x 104 a.goodrich@arg-la.com



CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

9. SUBMITTAL

Name: Date: Signature:

APPLICATION CHECKLIST

tŚĞŶ�ǇŽƵ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚ�ƉƌĞƉĂƌŝŶŐ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͕�ĐŽŵƉŝůĞ�Ăůů�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƌĚĞƌ�ƐƉĞĐŝĮĞĚ�ďĞůŽǁ͘��ůƚŚŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶƟƌĞ�
ƉĂĐŬĞƚ�ŵƵƐƚ�ŶŽƚ�ĞǆĐĞĞĚ�ϭϬϬ�ƉĂŐĞƐ͕�ǇŽƵ�ŵĂǇ�ƐĞŶĚ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂů�ŽŶ�Ă����Žƌ�ŇĂƐŚ�ĚƌŝǀĞ͘

ϭ͘�� EŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�&Žƌŵ

Ϯ͘�� tƌŝƩĞŶ�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚƐ���ĂŶĚ��

ϯ͘�� �ŝďůŝŽŐƌĂƉŚǇ

ϰ͘�� dǁŽ�WƌŝŵĂƌǇ�WŚŽƚŽƐ�ŽĨ��ǆƚĞƌŝŽƌͬDĂŝŶ�&ĂĐĂĚĞ
� ;ϴǆϭϬ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŝŶ�ƉŚŽƚŽ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ͘��ůƐŽ��
� ĞŵĂŝů�Ă�ĚŝŐŝƟĂů�ĐŽƉǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŝŶ�ƉŚŽƚŽ�ƚŽ͗�� �
� ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ͘ŽŚƌΛůĂĐŝƚǇ͘ŽƌŐͿ

ϱ͘�� �ŽƉŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�WƌŝŵĂƌǇͬ^ĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ��ŽĐƵŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ

ϲ͘�� �ŽƉŝĞƐ�ŽĨ��ƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�WĞƌŵŝƚƐ�ĨŽƌ�DĂũŽƌ��ůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ
� ;ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚƐͿ

ϳ͘�� �ĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů͕��ŽŶƚĞŵƉŽƌĂƌǇ�WŚŽƚŽƐ�

ϴ͘�� ,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐĂů�WŚŽƚŽƐ

ϵ͘�� �ŝŵĂƐ�WĂƌĐĞů�ZĞƉŽƌƚ�ĨŽƌ�Ăůů�EŽŵŝŶĂƚĞĚ�WĂƌĐĞůƐ
� ;ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ŵĂƉͿ

WůĞĂƐĞ�read each Ɛƚatement and check the corrĞƐƉŽŶĚŝŶŐ�ďoǆĞƐ�to indicate that you agrĞĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�Ɛƚatemenƚ͕�ƚŚĞŶ�ƐŝŐŶ�ďĞůŽǁ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ�ƐƉĂĐĞ͘��ŝƚŚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚ�Žƌ�ƉƌĞƉĂƌĞƌ�ŵĂǇ�ƐŝŐŶ͘

10. RELEASE

/�ĂĐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ăůů�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ƐƵďŵŝƩĞĚ�ǁŝůů�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ƌĞĐŽƌĚƐ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ��ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ�WƵďůŝĐ�ZĞĐŽƌĚƐ��Đƚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�
ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ŵĂĚĞ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�ƵƉŽŶ�ƌĞƋƵĞƐƚ�ƚŽ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ĨŽƌ�ŝŶƐƉĞĐƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽƉǇŝŶŐ͘

/�ĂĐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�/�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ƚŽ�ƐƵďŵŝƚ�Žƌ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŽďƚĂŝŶĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƉƉƌŽƉƌŝĂƚĞ�ƉĞƌŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƐƵďŵŝƚ�Ăůů�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶĞĚ�
ŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ͘

/�ĂĐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ăůů�ƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŵĂŐĞƐ�ƐƵďŵŝƩĞĚ�ĂƐ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ǁŝůů�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�>ŽƐ�
�ŶŐĞůĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƉĞƌŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ŝƐ�ŐƌĂŶƚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŵĂŐĞƐ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ��ŝƚǇ�ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ�ĂŶǇ�ĞǆƉĞĐƚĂƟŽŶ�
ŽĨ�ĐŽŵƉĞŶƐĂƟŽŶ͘

DĂŝů�ǇŽƵƌ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐͲ�ƵůƚƵƌĂů�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ�^ƵďŵŝƩĂů�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�KĸĐĞ�ŽĨ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ�ZĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ͘

KĸĐĞ�ŽĨ�,ŝƐtoric RĞƐŽƵrĐĞƐ 
Departmenƚ�ŽĨ��ŝƚǇ�WůĂŶŶŝŶŐ 
221 N. Figueroa St.͕�Ste.�1350 

>ŽƐ��ŶgĞůĞƐ͕����ϵϬϬϭϮ

WŚŽŶĞ͗�ϮϭϯͲ874-3679 
tĞďƐŝƚĞ͗�ƉƌĞƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ͘ůĂĐŝƚǇ͘ŽƌŐ

Andrew Goodrich 12/11/20

✔ ✔

✔ ✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔
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SONTAG DRUG BUILDING, 5401‐5405 WILSHIRE BOULEVARD 
HISTORIC‐CULTURAL MONUMENT CONTINUATION SHEET 

 

A. Property Description 
 
General Setting 
 
The Sontag Drug Building is located at 5401‐5405 Wilshire Boulevard, in the Mid‐Wilshire neighborhood 
of central Los Angeles. The property is located at the northwest corner of Wilshire Boulevard and 
Cloverdale Avenue and has frontage on both streets. It occupies a flat commercial parcel that is 
rectangular in shape and measures 12,605 square feet.1 The property is located along what is commonly 
known as the Miracle Mile, a roughly mile‐long stretch of Wilshire Boulevard between Fairfax (west) and 
Highland (east) avenues that contains a concentration of low and mid‐rise commercial buildings dating 
to the 1920s, ‘30s, and ‘40s. Blocks to the immediate north and south of Wilshire Boulevard are 
predominantly developed with single‐ and multi‐family residential neighborhoods dating to the same 
general period. The prevailing circulation pattern in the area generally adheres to an orthogonal street 
grid. However, south of Wilshire Boulevard the grid skews slightly away from the cardinal directions. 
 
 
Building Exterior 
 
Most of the parcel is occupied by the subject building, which was constructed in 1936.2 While the 
building reads as one‐story when viewed from the street, it contains a partial second story that is visible 
at the rear. The building was constructed as commercial retail space and was originally occupied by a 
single tenant (a drug store operated by the Sontag Cut‐Rate Drug Company); it was later subdivided into 
multiple tenant spaces. The building currently comprises three retail units on the ground story and an 
office suite on the second story. The largest and most prominent retail unit is numbered 5401 Wilshire 
Boulevard (occupied by Wilshire Beauty); to its west is a small retail unit numbered 5403 Wilshire 
Boulevard (vacant, previously occupied by general contractor Diversified Build); and the third retail unit, 
numbered 671 South Cloverdale Avenue, is located at the north end of the building (occupied by 
clothing boutique Des Kohan). The upper story office suite is numbered 5405 Wilshire Boulevard. 
 
On its two street‐facing (south, east) façades, the building extends to the lot lines and has no setback. 
The building is generally rectangular in plan, though it features a small addition on its rear (north) 
façade. It is generally constructed of reinforced concrete – aside from the rear addition, which is 
constructed of concrete masonry units (CMU) – and sits on a concrete slab foundation. The building 
exhibits characteristics of the Streamline Moderne style, which was popular at its time of construction. 

 
1 Information obtained from ZIMAS and the Los Angeles County Office of the Assessor. 
2 Ibid. 
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The building is capped by a slightly pitched vaulted roof; however, the pitch is concealed by a raised 
parapet, so the roof presents as flat when viewed from the street. The roof is not visible, but is likely 
sheathed in rolled asphalt. The parapet spanning the roof is articulated with rounded corners, geometric 
bands, and denticulated trim. Projecting from the southeast corner of the roof, at the intersection of 
Wilshire Boulevard and Cloverdale Avenue, is a squared spire with incised speedlines and a decorative 
cap. Exterior walls on the two street‐facing (south, east) façades are clad in smooth stucco; those on 
secondary façades lack cladding and consist of painted concrete and CMU surfaces. The concrete walls 
on the rear (north) façade feature expressed board‐forming with horizontal striations. 
 
The primary façade is oriented to the south, toward Wilshire Boulevard. This façade is symmetrically 
composed and is defined by its complex massing, with overlapping planes and volumes. The entrance to 
the primary retail unit (5401 Wilshire) is located at the far east end of this façade, at the corner of 
Wilshire and Cloverdale. This entrance is chamfered and is approached by a shallow threshold that is 
finished in terrazzo. Beyond the threshold is a pair of glazed, frameless doors with fixed sidelights. 
 
Elsewhere on the primary façade, fenestration consists of fixed aluminum storefront windows that are 
arranged in groups. These windows continue past the aforementioned entrance and onto a small 
portion of the east façade, resulting in a continuous band of fenestration that wraps around the 
building’s southeast corner. Low metal planter boxes are installed at the base of these windows. At the 
opposite (west) end of the primary façade are two secondary entrances. The first consists of a louvered 
metal door and transom that serves the retail unit at 5403 Wilshire; the second consists of a glazed 
metal door with a sidelight and transom that serves the upper‐story office suite at 5405 Wilshire. Set 
between these doors is a single aluminum storefront window. The entire storefront system on the 
primary façade (and a portion of the east façade) is surmounted by a shallow concrete canopy with 
rounded corners. A portion of the storefront system – including the entrance to 5401 Wilshire, as well as 
several adjacent storefront windows on either side of the entrance – is surmounted by a canvas awning. 
 
Decorative details are generally confined to the primary/south façade. They include the aforementioned 
parapet and squared spire, rounded corners, stringcourses, speedlines, and moldings. These details 
reinforce the building’s prevailing sense of horizontality and loosely evince the sense of an object in 
motion – a hallmark characteristic of Streamline Moderne architecture. There is also a large recessed 
signage bay that is set above the storefront bays (though it currently lacks signage). In addition, two 
non‐original signs that are associated with the building’s current tenant and spell “WILSHIRE BEAUTY” 
are affixed to the exterior walls: one is mounted to the curved wall at the southeast corner, above the 
primary entrance, and the second is mounted to the south‐facing wall, above the recessed signage bay. 
 
The east façade, which faces Cloverdale Avenue, also has ample street frontage but is less articulated. 
There are three secondary entrances on this façade (listed herein from south to north): the first 
comprises a single glazed door that is surmounted by a metal awning and serves the upper‐story office 
suite (5405 Wilshire), the second comprises a single metal security door that is set within a shallow 
recess and appears to be a service entrance, and the third consists of a single glazed door with sidelights 



 

 
 

Sontag Drug Building, Historic‐Cultural Monument (HCM) Continuation Sheet                      December 10, 2020 
ARCHITECTURAL RESOURCES GROUP     3 
 

that serves the rear retail unit (671 S Cloverdale). The latter is flanked by two wood large picture 
windows, one on either side of the door. Other fenestration includes two sliding aluminum windows on 
the upper story. Stringcourses span the east façade and reinforce its sense of horizontality.   
 
The rear (north) façade is less articulated than the street‐facing façades. It includes a rear entrance to 
the primary retail unit (5401 Wilshire), which consists of sliding metal doors surmounted by a canvas 
awning, and a single metal door that appears to be a service entrance. Fenestration includes multi‐light 
steel windows on the ground story, and jalousie windows and one sliding aluminum window on the 
upper story. Most of these windows have security bars; one window on the ground story is covered by a 
painted metal panel. Light fixtures and exposed ductwork are affixed to the north‐facing exterior wall. 
 
The west façade directly abuts the footprint of an adjacent commercial building and is not visible. There 
are no known architectural features of note on this façade. 
 
 
Building Interior 
 
Generally, the building’s interior spaces have been modified to accommodate various tenant 
improvements. However, there are extant examples of historic interior fabric within the primary retail 
unit (5401 Wilshire) that relate to the building’s Streamline Moderne architecture including curved walls 
and ceilings at the main (southeast) entrance; curved walls framing the interior of the storefront system 
(south, east walls); and a curved interior stair with concrete treads and risers, metal rails, and porthole 
openings. The interior stair is believed to lead to what was the original mezzanine level of the Sontag 
store. The curvature of these features emulates the windswept, streamlined aesthetic of the building’s 
exterior, and are extensions of its Streamline Moderne styling.  
 
The extant main entrance at the southeast corner of the building (facing Wilshire and Cloverdale) 
features curved plaster walls whose curvature emulate the streamlined envelope and rounded edges of 
the building, and a full‐height tray ceiling with rounded corners. This entrance marked the original point 
of ingress to the Sontag store. 
 
 
Site and Landscape Features 
 
Given its urban setting, the subject property contains very few landscape features. Landscaping is 
limited to a handful of ornamental species that adorn the planter boxes along the storefronts, and 
several potted plants that occupy the parkway spaces along Wilshire Boulevard and Cloverdale Avenue. 
The south and east perimeters of the property feature tinted green concrete sidewalks with wide score 
lines. At the rear of the property is a small surface parking lot, which is accessed via a curb cut and 
driveway on Cloverdale Avenue. The parking lot is bordered by a low concrete wall and chain link fence.  
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Development Chronology and Alterations 
 
The following development chronology includes a summary of major construction endeavors that have 
been completed at the subject building between its original construction and the present day. This 
information was primarily gleaned from permits from the Los Angeles Department of Building and 
Safety, and was supplemented with additional sources including Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, historic 
photos, newspaper archives, and parcel data from the Los Angeles County Office of the Assessor. 
 
1935  The Los Angeles Times reported that Sontag Drug Stores “announced acquisition by lease of 

the northwest corner of Wilshire Boulevard and Cloverdale street [sic] for a new store.” 
 

New construction permit issued for a 4‐room store building at 5401‐05 Wilshire Blvd. 
Norstrom and Anderson are listed as the architects; Webb Construction Co. is listed as the 
contractor; F.B. and Ermaline G. Neuhoff are listed as the owners (LADBS Permit No. 22543). 

1936  Permit issued to erect a steel cooling tower on the roof of the new Sontag Drug Store (LADBS 
Permit No. 03544). 
 

Permit issued to install two awnings (LADBS Permit No. 07359). 
 

Permit issued for tile work (scope and location not determined) (LADBS Permit No. 07366). 
1938  Permit issued to re‐cover awning on existing frame (LADBS Permit No. 31263) 

1939  Permit issued to re‐cover roller awning on existing frame on the Cloverdale (east) side of the 
building (LADBS Permit No. 31741) 

1946  The Los Angeles Times publicized an upcoming auction for restaurant fixtures, booths, and 
equipment associated with a former drug store at 5401 Wilshire Boulevard, indicating that its 
original tenant (Sontag) had vacated the building by this time. 
 

Permit issued to install two interior wood partitions with plaster finish. This scope of work 
resulted in the subdivision of what was originally a single tenant space into three separate 
tenant spaces (LADBS Permit No. 23638). 
 

Permit issued to rebuild front entrance of store (LADBS Permit No. 26856). 
 

Permit issued for “new front design – lower ceiling in store.” The permit specifies that no 
structural changes are associated with this scope of work (LADBS Permit No. 29404). 

1947  Permit issued to relocate stairways in existing store, and to construct a 20’x35’ addition at the 
rear of the building. The permit specifies that the addition is one story and constructed of 
hollow concrete masonry. No architect or contractor is listed on the permit for the addition 
(LADBS Permit No. 23109). 
 

Permit issued to install one complete rope‐pull awning (LADBS Permit No. 32242). 
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1950  Permit issued to erect a 11’x24’ wall sign (LADBS Permit No. 19159). 

1954  Permit issued to re‐cover one roll‐up canvas awning (LADBS Permit No. 84038). 
 

Permit issued to convert 20’x100’ store into a food store containing a delicatessen. This 
appears to be a reference to the retail unit at 5403 Wilshire (LADBS Permit No. 82860). 
 

Permit issued to re‐cover 2 roller awnings (LADBS Permit No. 92526). 

1956  Permit issued to repair fire damage (location not specified) – damage valued at 3% (LADBS 
Permit No. 54843). 

1957  Permit issued to add interior stairway to an existing restaurant (LADBS Permit No. 85176). 
 

Permit issued to erect wall sign (LADBS Permit No. 87288). 
 
Permit issued to construct new ceiling in basement (LADBS Permit No. 87791). 

1959  Permit issued to re‐cover roll up canvas awning (LADBS Permit No. 22024). 

1961  Permit issued for unspecified alterations – scope of work is described as “store front” (LADBS 
Permit No. 87454). 
 

Permit issued to install aluminum awning (LADBS Permit No. 90497). 

1964  Permit issued to add exhaust shaft (LADBS Permit No. 77360). 

1965  Permit issued to install 2 interior non‐bearing partitions in the office area at 5405 Wilshire. 
This is the first known reference to the upper‐story office suite, suggesting that it was added 
at about this time (LADBS Permit No. 86874). 

1972  Permit issued for interior improvements to the upper‐story office suite; scope included the 
addition of new partition walls, light fixtures, and air conditioning (LADBS Permit No. 57097). 

1977  Permit issued to install new interior partitions (LADBS Permit No. 40361). 

1986  Permit issued to comply with J/O A30499; the scope included enclosure of a stairway, blocking 
of windows and general tenant improvements. The impetus for this work is not clear but 
appears to possibly be associated with seismic upgrades (LADBS Permit No. 35437). 

2013  Permit issued to add 4,220‐sf within existing roof to existing second floor office suite. This 
appears to have significantly increased the size of the upper‐story office suite (LADBS Permit 
No. 12014‐10000‐02446). 
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The following alterations were observed during a field inspection conducted by ARG staff in October 
2020. Some, but not all of these alterations are reflected in the permit record. For alterations that are 
reflected in permits and other documented sources, the date of the alteration is listed parenthetically. 

 A 20’x35’ addition has been appended to the rear (north) façade (1947) 
 Alterations have been made to the storefront system at the far west end of the primary façade 
 Original doors have been replaced 
 Original windows have been replaced; however, key fenestration patterns are generally intact 
 Some doors and windows have been infilled on the east façade (1986); new doors and windows 

have also been inserted into the east façade 
 Building signage has been modified to accommodate tenant turnover 
 Awnings have been added above some building entrances 

 
The above‐listed alterations are limited to the building exterior. Most interior spaces have been altered 
to accommodate various tenant improvements. What was originally a single tenant space was 
subdivided into multiple spaces (1946); an upper‐story office was also incorporated into the building (ca. 
1960). New finishes and interior partitions have been installed to accommodate individual tenants. 
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B. Statement of Significance 
 
Summary 
 
The Sontag Drug Building at 5401‐5405 Wilshire Boulevard meets the following criterion for designation 
as a Los Angeles Historic‐Cultural Monument: 
 

It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; or 
represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius 
influenced his or her age (Criterion 3). 

 
The building meets Criterion 3 because it embodies the distinctive characteristics of the Streamline 
Moderne style as applied to a commercial building and was designed by Norstrom and Anderson, noted 
commercial architects of the era. Popular in the 1930s and ‘40s, the Streamline Moderne style was a 
visual expression of society’s infatuation with modernity, technology, and progress, drawing upon the 
visual vocabulary of industrial design and the machine age with which the style is associated. The 
Streamline Moderne style, along with other varieties of the Art Deco and Moderne idioms, defined the 
architectural character of the Miracle Mile commercial corridor during its formative period of growth. 
 
Distinctive characteristics of the Streamline Moderne style that are expressed in the design of the 
subject building include its horizontal massing, smooth stucco exterior walls, flat‐presenting roof with 
articulated parapet and squared spire, rounded building corners, extensive application of stringcourses 
and speedlines, and continuous band of ground‐floor fenestration that wraps around the building’s 
southeast corner. Together, these features evince the sense of an object in motion – a hallmark 
characteristic of Streamline Moderne architecture – resulting in a building that is an excellent example 
of the style’s application to commercial design. 
 
The architectural significance of the building has been acknowledged in multiple sources. It was touted 
as “a model of modern architecture and store designing” in a 1935 Los Angeles Times article about its 
construction.3 Reporting on the history and architecture of the Miracle Mile in 1988, the Los Angeles 
Times remarked that the building at “5401 Wilshire is one of the most elaborately designed of 
Streamlined [sic] Moderne buildings in Los Angeles.”4 In their seminal guidebook on Los Angeles 
architecture, architectural historians David Gebhard and Robert Winter identified the subject building 
and described it as “one of the busiest buildings ever done in the Streamline Moderne idiom.”5  
 
 
 

 
3 “Drug Store Expansion Announced,” Los Angeles Times, Nov. 3, 1955 
4 Robert John Pierson, “Walking the Miracle Mile,” Los Angeles Times, Nov. 12 1988. 
5 David Gebhard and Robert Winter, An Architectural Guidebook to Los Angeles (Layton, UT: Gibbs Smith, 2003), 212.  
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Miracle Mile Historic District 
 
In 1983, a Determination of Eligibility (DOE) was prepared through the Section 106 review process. The 
DOE identified a National Register‐eligible historic district called the Miracle Mile Historic District.6 At 
the time of its evaluation, the Miracle Mile Historic District comprised nineteen contributing buildings 
between La Brea (east) and Burnside (west) avenues.7 District contributors were constructed between 
1928 and 1938 and were designed in Period Revival, Art Deco, and Moderne styles, all of which were 
popular choices for commercial architecture at that time. The district was determined eligible for listing 
in the National Register under Criterion A, for representing important patterns of commercial 
development, and Criterion C, as a rare and intact concentration of Art Deco and Streamline Moderne 
commercial architecture in Los Angeles. Some district contributors have been demolished or altered 
since the DOE’s preparation in 1983. 
 
By virtue of the district’s formal determination of eligibility, the nineteen buildings identified as district 
contributors are listed in the California Register of Historical Resources (California Register) with the 
status code 2D2.8 The subject building was identified as a contributor and thus has the status code 2D2. 
Properties assigned status codes 1 and 2 were not re‐evaluated as part of SurveyLA, so the subject 
building was not evaluated in the SurveyLA field survey of the Wilshire Community Plan Area in 2015.9 
 
 
Historical Background 
 
Development of the Miracle Mile Commercial Corridor 
 
The Sontag Drug Building is located along what is known as the Miracle Mile, a linear commercial district 
in the mid‐Wilshire neighborhood that stretches between roughly Fairfax and Highland avenues. The 
Miracle Mile became one of Los Angeles’s foremost commercial corridors in the 1930s and ‘40s, offering 
consumers a stylish, automobile‐friendly alterative to the Downtown central business district. 
 
The present‐day Miracle Mile neighborhood is located in proximity to what was historically one of the 
most lucrative sites for oil production in all of Los Angeles. In 1902, a vast natural oil reservoir known as 
the Salt Lake Oil Field was identified near the La Brea Tar Pits, which eventually yielded millions of 
barrels of crude.10 By the early twentieth century, the area was dotted with oil derricks and other pieces 
of critical infrastructure that were used to extract the crude from the ground. As Los Angeles witnessed 

 
6 Gleaned from the HRI Database for Los Angeles County (last updated 2012). 
7 Ibid.   
8 2D2 translates to “contributor to a district determined eligible for N[ational] R[egister] by consensus through Section 
106 process; listed in the C[alifornia] R[egster].” 
9 “SurveyLA Historic Resources Survey Report: Wilshire Community Plan Area,” Jan. 2015, 1‐2. 
10 N.H. Darton, et al., “Guidebook of the Western United States,” bulletin published by the United States Geological 
Survey, Department of the Interior (1916), 95. 
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considerable growth in the early decades of the twentieth century, the Gilmore and Hancock families, 
who together owned most of the area, saw the economic value of real estate as more people arrived in 
Los Angeles seeking to set down roots. It became clear that real estate and development had the 
potential to be just as, if not more, profitable than oil extraction. By the 1930s, the Gilmores and 
Hancocks had subdivided almost all of the land north of Wilshire Boulevard, which pushed Los Angeles’s 
development west and gave way to new communities like Beverly Grove, Fairfax, and Hancock Park.11  
 
New development in the area consisted largely of residential neighborhoods comprising both single‐
family and multi‐family dwellings. Generally, these neighborhoods were marketed as discrete 
subdivisions and consisted of modest houses that were designed in a variety of Period Revival styles. 
Developed at the cusp of the automobile’s ascent as the preferred mode of travel in Los Angeles, many 
of these neighborhoods are replete with garages, curb cuts, driveways, streetlights, and other physical 
features that are explicitly geared toward the car. Most of the houses in the Miracle Mile area were 
constructed between the 1920s and ‘40s. By World War II, the neighborhood was largely built out.12 
 
Residential growth in central Los Angeles was accompanied by other types of development that arose to 
serve the needs of those who lived nearby. Starting in the 1930s, commercial blocks began to coalesce 
along many of the area’s major streets: La Brea and Fairfax avenues and Pico, Olympic, and San Vicente 
boulevards. These streets were developed with a mix of retail stores, restaurants, markets, theaters, and 
other common uses, sowing the seeds for the long commercial arteries that transect the area today. 
 
Pivotal to the area’s development was the emergence of a linear commercial district along Wilshire 
Boulevard. In 1921, developer A.W. Ross acquired 18 acres of land along a peripheral stretch of the 
boulevard between La Brea and Fairfax avenues for $54,000. At the time this area consisted of little 
more than a “20‐foot‐wide dirt toad, flanked by oil wells and barley fields.”13 Ross foresaw this area as 
eventually developing into a shopping destination that would rival the Downtown commercial core, 
where most commercial activity in Los Angeles was located at the time. Ross’s vision for this peripheral 
area was widely panned as far‐sighted and quixotic – the Downtown commercial core was very much 
alive and well, and with no streetcar service along Wilshire Boulevard Ross’s newly‐acquired land was 
inaccessible to a large swath of Angelenos.14 His detractors irreverently referred to his vision as “Ross’s 
Bean Patch” or “Ross’s Folly.”15 “I went to men of wealth,” Ross recounted to the Los Angeles Times, 
[and] they turned me down…even friends who had the means to help laughed and wished me luck.”16 
   

 
11 “SurveyLA Historic Resources Survey Report: Wilshire Community Plan Area,” Jan. 2015, 18. 
12 Ibid. Additional information relating to broad development patterns in the area was gleaned through the analysis of 
historic aerial images and Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. 
13 Nathan Masters, “How the Miracle Mile Got Its Name: A Brief History of L.A.’s Unlikely Retail District” KCET, Apr. 11, 
2012. 
14 Robert John Pierson, “Walking the Miracle Mile,” Los Angeles Times, Nov. 12, 1988. 
15 Masters, “How the Miracle Mile Got Its Name,” 2012. 
16 Kenneth Crist, “Miracle Mile Justifies Faith of Pioneer Los Angeles Realtor,” Los Angeles Times, Apr. 2, 1939. 



 

 
 

Sontag Drug Building, Historic‐Cultural Monument (HCM) Continuation Sheet                      December 10, 2020 
ARCHITECTURAL RESOURCES GROUP     10 
 

However, Ross’s vision proved to be remarkably prescient. By the late 1920s, the automobile had begun 
to come of age across the nation and especially in Los Angeles, eclipsing the streetcar as the preferred 
mode of personal transit and hastening the decentralization of the city out into the periphery. As more 
and more Angelenos traveled by car, new commercial development no longer needed to be 
concentrated in the Downtown business district but was instead strung along an axial network of wide, 
auto‐oriented boulevards that radiated outward from the central city and were designed to 
accommodate motorists. Chief among these vehicular corridors was Wilshire Boulevard, which by the 
late 1920s had begun to emerge as a fashionable shopping district. One by one, department stores and 
other businesses geared toward middle‐ and upper‐income consumers opened along Wilshire 
Boulevard, transforming what was once a swath of farmland into a teeming commercial destination. 
 
An important moment in the development of the area came in 1929 when Desmond’s, a prominent local 
department store, opened a branch in the new, eleven‐story Wilshire Tower building at Wilshire 
Boulevard and Dunsmuir Avenue.17 Soon thereafter it was joined by other high‐end department stores 
including Silverwood’s, Myer Siegel, Coulter’s, and the May Company. The department stores that 
anchored this new suburban shopping district were joined by other common commercial property types 
like drug stores, restaurants, taverns, and retail shops. The commercial district that arose along this 
stretch of Wilshire Boulevard was dubbed the “Miracle Mile” due to its improbable rise to prominence.18 
 
Well aware of the influence of the automobile, Ross implemented a number of design standards and 
architectural guidelines that rendered the Miracle Mile accommodating to motorists. He “ordered that 
all building façades along Wilshire be engineered so as to be best seen through a windshield,” which in a 
general sense “meant larger bolder, simpler signage and longer buildings in a larger scale.”19 
Architectural massing and details were required to be oriented toward the boulevard and perceptible at 
30 miles‐per‐hour rather than at walking speed and ample parking was provided at the rear of buildings, 
accommodating cars and “combining the concepts of window shopping and driving into one activity.”20 
Most new buildings along the Miracle Mile were designed in the fashionable architectural styles of the 
era, with a concentration of Art Deco and Streamline Moderne style structures that signified good taste. 
 
Ross’s once‐maligned real estate venture had become the epitome of affluence and desirability by the 
1930s and ‘40s. The Miracle Mile was symbolic of the decentralization of commercial uses from the 
Downtown central business district into suburban zones that were emerging along the urban periphery.   
 
Built in 1936, the Sontag Drug Building was erected at the apex of the Miracle Mile’s ascent into an 
eminent commercial district, and its sleek, Streamline Moderne façade and deference to the automobile 
are emblematic of the architectural and design trends that defined the district in its heyday. 
 

 
17 Aaron Betsky, “Miracle Mile’s Desmond Building Designed to Rise Above the Rest,” Los Angeles Times, Feb. 28, 1991. 
18 Masters, “How the Miracle Mile Got Its Name,” 2012. 
19 Water and Power Associates, “Early Views of the Miracle Mile,” accessed Oct. 2020. 
20 Greater Miracle Mile Chamber of Commerce, “Miracle Mile History,” accessed Oct. 2020. 
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History of 5401‐5405 Wilshire Boulevard 
 
Permit records indicate that prior to the construction of the subject building in 1936, the northwest 
corner of Wilshire Boulevard and Cloverdale Avenue contained a service station that was erected in 
1930 and operated by the Texas Company.21 The service station had been demolished by the mid‐1930s, 
presumably to make way for the construction of the subject building. 
 
In November 1935, the Sontag Cut‐Rate Drug Company, which operated a chain of drug stores across 
California, announced plans to open a new location at the northwest corner of Wilshire Boulevard and 
Cloverdale Avenue, in the heart of the up‐and‐coming Miracle Mile shopping district. Designed by noted 
commercial architects Norstrom and Anderson, the new store was touted by Sontag executive E.J. 
Martin for its architectural exuberance. “The exterior of the store will be of reinforced concrete,” Martin 
said to the Los Angeles Times, “having entire frontage and side with a continuous expanse of brightly 
illuminated show windows and spacious entrance” that appealed to the whims of urbane consumers.22 
 
Careful attention was also paid to the design of the store’s interior. Martin explained that “in addition to 
the usual departments of drugs and drug sundries, there will be a complete fountain grill with 
comfortable seats to accommodate approximately 100 persons. Several other new departments will be 
added that will make the store both unique and outstanding in its service and appeal.”23 The rear of the 
store would contain a mezzanine level with restroom facilities, and the store would be air conditioned.24 
 
The Wilshire Boulevard location of Sontag opened in 1936, and appears to have remained in operation 
until the mid‐1940s. In 1946, the Los Angeles Times announced an auction for restaurant fixtures, 
booths, and equipment associated with a former drug store at 5401 Wilshire Boulevard, suggesting that 
Sontag had recently closed shop.25 Various improvements were subsequently made to interior spaces to 
accommodate new tenants. In September 1946, a permit was issued to construct new interior 
partitions, subdividing what was originally a single tenant space into three separate tenant spaces 
(numbered 5401, 5403, and 5403 ½ Wilshire). In 1947, a permit was issued to erect a small addition to 
the rear (north) façade, which is currently used as an additional retail unit (numbered 671 S. Cloverdale). 
 
Following Sontag’s departure in the 1940s, a succession of commercial tenants has occupied the 
building’s interior spaces. Known commercial tenants have included a consumer electronics store called 
Jack’s (late 1940s), a corner store called Janet Shore’s (1950s), a Jewish delicatessen called Ma Gordon’s 
(1950s‐1960s), and a print shop called the Tru‐Line Litho Store (1970s). 

 
21 Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety, Permit Nos. 16060, 16061, 16062, issued Jul. 1930. 
22 “Drug Store Expansion Announced,” Los Angeles Times, Nov. 3, 1935. 
23 Ibid. 
24 Ibid. 
25 Gleaned from permit records and historic Los Angeles City Directories. It bears mention that although their names and 
lines of work are similar, realtor Charles B. Shattuck is a different person than Charles E. Shattuck, a prolific Los Angeles‐
based architect in the early decades of the twentieth century. 
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It is not known when the upper‐story office suite was inserted into the building’s interior, but the office 
suite at 5405 Wilshire begins appearing in city directories in 1960.  
 
Between circa 1960 and at least the 1970s, the upper‐story suite was occupied by the offices of the 
Shattuck Company, a prominent real estate firm whose leader and eponym, Charles B. Shattuck (1901‐
1964), was a highly regarded figure in the professions of real estate development and property 
assessment.26 After opening his first office on Vermont Avenue in 1919, Shattuck “rose to national 
prominence in the realty field and to top positions in a score of professional organizations” including the 
National Association of Real Estate Boards, the California Real Estate Association the American Society 
of Real Estate Counselors, and the Southwest branch of the Los Angeles Realty Board.27 Shattuck was “a 
top‐ranking real estate appraiser and a former president of the American Institute of Appraisers,” 
helped found the International Real Estate Federation and once served as the organization’s vice‐
president, and also served on the California Real Estate Commission.28 He appears to have operated out 
of his Vermont Avenue offices for most of his career, moving to the subject building around 1960. 
 
Shattuck died in 1964, just a few years after moving his company’s offices into the subject building, but 
his namesake firm appears to have remained housed within the building until at least the 1970s. 
 
Since the 1980s the building has principally been occupied by Wilshire Beauty, a cosmetics retailer that 
has been in business since the 1940s (though not continuously at this location) and is owned by the 
Kohan family.29 Other recent tenants have included a general contracting company called Diversified 
Build (5403 Wilshire), and a clothing boutique called Des Kohan (671 S. Cloverdale). 
 
 
Sontag Cut‐Rate Drug Company 
 
The subject building was originally leased by the Sontag Cut‐Rate Drug Company. The Sontag company 
occupied the building between its construction in 1936 and approximately 1946. 
 
The Sontag Cut‐Rate Drug Company was incorporated in 1929 and opened its first Southern California 
drug stores later that year.30 In addition to offering a typical variety of over‐the‐counter drugs, sundries, 
and personal care items at discounted (or “cut‐rate”) prices, the chain was “one of the first to allow 
customers to browse and choose their own products rather than requesting them from a clerk behind a 
counter” – a business model that proved to be popular with customers and soon became standard 

 
26 Tom Cameron, “Nailing It Down: Realty Will Miss Charles Shattuck,” Los Angeles Times, Sept. 20, 1964. 
27 “C.B. Shattuck, Real Estate Leader, Dies,” Los Angeles Times, Sept. 17, 1964.  
28 Ibid. 
29 Wilshire Beauty, “About Us,” accessed Oct. 2020. 
30 “Drug Stock Distributed,” Los Angeles Times, Oct. 6, 1935; “Sontag Chain Stores Company, Limited (STG),” in Walker’s 
Manual of Far Western Corporations and Securities, 1944, 73. 
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practice within the commercial drug store industry.31 By the early 1930s, the company operated a 
handful of stores in the greater Los Angeles area and emerged as an industry leader. In 1931, its 
directors reported consolidated net earnings that “were the largest in the history of the company.”32 
 
Sontag’s early success allowed for its swift expansion. In 1935, the company acquired seven Southern 
California stores that were operated by the Smile company – one of its chief competitors – and 
consolidated them into its portfolio.33 By that time, Sontag was operating a total of 34 retail stores, “all 
of which are located in California and seven of them in Los Angeles,” in addition to its general offices at 
827 North La Brea Avenue and warehousing facilities in Los Angeles and San Francisco.34 In October 
1935, Sontag announced an ambitious expansion plan that entailed the opening of sixteen new retail 
stores within the next calendar year.35 In addition to the typical selection of drugs and sundries, 
company president Morris Sontag announced that “a new feature will be the addition of food and soda 
fountain departments to the new stores,” allowing patrons to shop and dine under one roof.36 
 
As Sontag expanded in the mid‐1930s, it embraced a brand identity that was rooted in popular 
architectural and aesthetic trends of the era. Many of the newly‐opened Sontag stores were designed or 
remodeled in the Streamline Moderne style, which was then seen as a barometer of good taste and 
affirmed the company’s relevance through the eyes of image‐conscious consumers. 
 
The Sontag store at 5401 Wilshire Boulevard was among several new locations that were conceived 
under the auspices of the company’s 1935 expansion plan. Consistent with the company’s vision for 
expansion, the Wilshire Boulevard store was conceived as one of the company’s premier locations, 
offering “a complete fountain grill with comfortable seats to accommodate approximately 100 persons,” 
in addition to the typical array of over‐the‐counter drugs and personal care items offered at each Sontag 
store.37 Reflecting its desirable location at the heart of the fashionable Miracle Mile shopping district, 
the Wilshire Boulevard store occupied an architecturally striking building that arguably stood out as one 
of the most articulated and exuberant examples of the company’s Streamline Moderne brand identity. 
The building incorporated distinctive features like overlapping planes, patterned bands, rounded 
corners, horizontal fluting, and squared spire that rendered it an architectural landmark. Sontag 
executive E.J. Martin described the building as “a model of modern architecture and store designing.”38 
 
The Sontag company continued to flourish through the late 1930s and early ‘40s, by which time it 
operated approximately four dozen drug stores between Los Angeles and San Francisco. By the 1940s it 

 
31 Water and Power Associates, “Early Los Angeles City Views (1925+),” accessed Oct. 2020. 
32 “Special Voted by Drug Chain,” Los Angeles Times, Mar. 11, 1932. 
33 “New Stores Bought by Drug Chain,” Los Angeles Times, Nov. 10, 1935. 
34 “Drug Stock Distributed: Block of Sontag Common Resold,” Los Angeles Times, Oct. 6, 1935. 
35 Ibid. 
36 Ibid. 
37 “Drug Store Expansion Announced,” Los Angeles Times, Nov. 3, 1935. 
38 Ibid. 
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had grown into “one of the largest drug chains west of the Mississippi.”39 Sontag continued to operate 
as an independent entity until 1944, when the company was acquired by United Drug, Inc. of Boston and 
all of Sontag’s 48 California drug stores were consolidated into the United Drug portfolio.40 Sontag’s 
assets appear to have been reorganized after the acquisition, resulting in the closure of several Sontag 
stores. The once‐premiere Sontag store at 5401 Wilshire Boulevard had closed its doors by 1946. 
 
 
Streamline Moderne Architecture 
 
The Sontag Drug Building is an excellent example of the Streamline Moderne style, a popular choice for 
commercial architecture in the 1930s and ‘40s. 
 
The Streamline Moderne style is generally considered to be a descendent of the broader Art Deco 
movement, which emerged in the mid‐1920s. Defined by its sharp angles, stylized geometric forms, and 
sumptuous ornamental treatment, the Art Deco style evinced a sense of glitz and glamour, and was a 
visual expression of the era’s economic prosperity and society’s infatuation with modernity and 
progress. However, the zenith of the Art Deco movement was cut abruptly short by the onset of the 
Great Depression. By the early 1930s, the visual vocabulary of Art Deco had evolved into a family of 
architectural styles that are collectively referred to as Moderne. Styles associated with the Moderne 
movement emerged as both a reaction to, and an evolution of the Art Deco aesthetic, replacing the 
latter’s excess ornament with the clean lines and sleek forms associated with machine‐age engineering.   
 
One of the most popular derivatives of the Moderne movement was directly influenced by speed and 
motion. Inspired by innovations in industrial design – particularly the work of industrial designers 
Norman Bel Geddes, Raymond Loewy, Henry Dreyfuss, and Russel Wright – as well as by advances in 
aerodynamics (the way air moves around objects) and ballistics (the study of how projectiles move in 
flight), this new style emulated the form of trains, planes, and ships and assumed a machine‐like quality. 
Initially, architects who worked in this new idiom referred to it as the “smart style,” but as it gained 
traction it came to be known as Streamline Moderne.41 Common characteristics included flat roofs, 
curved building forms, smooth wall surfaces, and an emphasis on continuous horizontal lines and 
planes. Its graceful curves and aerodynamic forms emulated the appearance of an object in motion. 
 
What was one of the first examples of the Streamline Moderne style in Los Angeles was also one of its 
most noteworthy: the Pan‐Pacific Auditorium (HCM #183, destroyed by fire in 1989) in the Fairfax 
district, which was built in 1935 and designed by Plummer, Wurdeman and Becket. Erected as the venue 
for a model home exhibition, the enormous, 110,000‐square‐foot building was largely nondescript aside 
from its prominent front façade, which was dominated by four stylized towers and flagpoles that were 

 
39 “United Drug, Inc. Buys Sontag Chain of Stores,” Los Angeles Times, Dec. 13, 1944. 
40 Ibid. 
41 Leon Whiteson, “The Graceful Lines of Streamline Moderne,” Los Angeles Times, Feb. 11, 1990. 
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intended to evoke upswept aircraft fins. The Pan‐Pacific Auditorium’s design stood as a symbol of the 
“popular fascination with globe‐shrinking speed” that dominated popular culture at this time.42 
 
By the mid‐1930s, the Streamline Moderne style had become a popular choice for commercial 
architecture in Los Angeles.  The style was embraced by business owners, as its visual connotation with 
modernity sent a message that the businesses housed within these streamlined buildings were 
prosperous, relevant, and abreast of current trends in popular culture. Prominent department stores 
including Coulter’s Dry Goods and the May Company both elected to move their flagship stores into 
large, new Streamline Moderne buildings along the Miracle Mile in the 1930s. Both Coulter’s (1938, 
demolished 1980), designed by Stiles O. Clements, and the May Company Wilshire (1939, HCM #566), 
designed by A.C. Martin, exhibited the rounded corners, smooth exterior wall surfaces, and horizontal 
bands of windows that so strongly characterized the style and were an overture to speed and motion.  
 
Also at this time, Streamline Moderne became inextricably linked to the brand identities of many major 
companies, particularly those associated with the car and car services. For instance, the Firestone Tire 
Company styled many of its service centers in the Streamline Moderne style to align itself with the 
speed, precision, and efficiency of the Machine Age. Industrial designer Walter Dorwin Teague similarly 
developed a standardized gasoline station prototype for the Texaco company, resulting in the 
construction of numerous “recognizable white service stations in various sizes [one‐, two‐, or three‐bays 
for TBAs (tires, batteries, and accessories)].”43 The Gilmore Gasoline company adapted the style to its 
own service stations. Between the 1930s and ‘40s, architect Wayne McAllister developed prototypical 
circular restaurants for several drive‐in restaurant chains, all of which embraced a streamlined aesthetic. 
 
It was also not uncommon for architects to “repackage” existing commercial buildings in the Streamline 
Moderne style. In an attempt to remain relevant during a period marked by financial instability and 
limited resources, a number of businesses elected to “streamline” their existing stores to evince a brand 
image that was up‐to‐date and aligned with current consumer preferences.  
 
In addition to commercial architecture, the style was sometimes applied to single‐family and multi‐
family dwellings that were constructed during the Depression era.44 The style offered a fresher, cleaner, 
more forward‐reaching alternative to the era’s Period Revival idioms without coming across as 
particularly radical or avant‐garde. Many of Los Angeles’s residential neighborhoods that experienced 
steady development prior to World War II – including those in the Silver Lake, Hollywood, and Wilshire 
areas – are dominated by Period Revival styles, but are periodically punctuated by a dwelling that is 
decidedly more contemporary and appears as if its crisp, clean lines and rounded edges were produced 
by machine. Many of Los Angeles’s Streamline Moderne residences are attributed to a cadre of 
architects who worked almost exclusively in this idiom, including Milton J. Black and William Kesling. 
 

 
42 Ibid. 
43 Joan M. Marter, ed., The Grove Encyclopedia of American Art, Vol. 1 (New York: Oxford University Press, 2011), 588. 
44 Leon Whiteson, “The Graceful Lines of Streamline Moderne,” Los Angeles Times, Feb. 11, 1990. 
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Common character‐defining features of the Streamline Moderne style are addressed in the “L.A. 
Modernism/Related Responses to Modernism” theme/sub‐theme combination of the SurveyLA Citywide 
Historic Context Statement and include the following: 

 Horizontal orientation 
 Rounded corners and curved surfaces, emulating a “windswept” appearance 
 Flat or nearly flat roof 
 Speedlines at wall surfaces, such as horizontal moldings and continuous sill courses 
 Smooth stucco cladding 
 Metal, often steel casement, windows 
 Unadorned wall surfaces, with minimal ornament 
 Windows “punched” into walls, with no surrounds 

The Historic Context Statement identifies the period of significance for the Streamline Moderne style as 
1935‐1945.  
 
The subject building exhibits nearly all of the above‐listed character features, and does so with a degree 
of articulation that renders it a valuable example of the style as applied to the context of commercial 
design. Specifically, its horizontal massing, smooth stucco exterior walls, flat‐presenting roof with 
articulated parapet and square spire, rounded building corners, extensive application of stringcourses 
and speedlines, and continuous band of ground‐floor fenestration that wraps around the southeast 
corner of the building are all aligned with the visual vocabulary of the Streamline Moderne style. The 
building, which was constructed in 1936, falls squarely within the style’s identified period of significance. 
 
 
Norstrom and Anderson, Architects 
 
The Sontag Drug Building was designed by the Los Angeles‐based architectural firm of Norstrom and 
Anderson, which was active between the late 1920s and mid‐1940s. Norstrom and Anderson were 
noted commercial architects of the era, designing several of the early commercial structures in 
Westwood Village as well as a number of low and mid‐scale commercial buildings in Los Angeles and 
other Southern California communities. The subject building is representative of the general scale, 
orientation, and architectural appointment that characterized the firm’s body of work. 
 
The firm was headed by its two eponyms: Alvan Edward Norstrom (1895‐1946), a native of San 
Francisco, and Milton Lawrence Anderson (1895‐1987), a native of Iowa. Each arrived independently in 
Los Angeles around 1920 and worked as draftsmen for several local architectural firms. In 1928 they 
established their own practice, Norstrom and Anderson.45 
 

 
45 Los Angeles Department of City Planning, “Recommendation Report for Case No. CHC‐2019‐1827‐HCM, Historic‐
Cultural Monument Application for the Collins Hacienda” Apr. 19, 2019, 2. 
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Norstrom and Anderson took on various types of commissions, including houses and industrial 
structures, but the firm specialized in commercial architecture. Early examples of their work consist 
largely of low‐scale commercial buildings in the mid‐Wilshire area, including retail stores at 1101 South 
La Brea Avenue (1928) and 575 South Fairfax Avenue (1929 ‐ currently occupied by Molly Malone’s). In 
the early 1930s, the firm was retained to design several buildings in the new Westwood Village 
commercial district including the Westwood Village Market (1930) and the El Paseo building (1931).46 
 
Also in the early 1930s, Norstrom and Anderson designed two commercial buildings at opposite corners 
of Sunset Boulevard and Laurel Avenue in Hollywood. In 1930, the firm designed an elaborate, 
Churrigueresque style building at the northwest corner of Sunset and Laurel, with incised concrete walls 
that resembled heavy stone and an abundance of sculptural ornament. That building is extant. The 
following year, in 1931, the firm designed another building directly the street, at the southwest corner 
of Sunset and Laurel, in a French Revival style. Originally known as the Sunset Medical Building, its 
design was “regarded as unusual in that the entire front and sides are of imported French and Belgian 
marble,” and interior spaces were bedecked in rich mahogany finishes.47 Between the 1930s and ‘80s 
the building was occupied by Schwab’s Pharmacy, which became world‐famous as an after‐hours haunt 
among actors and other top brass in show business.48 The building was demolished in 1988.49 
 
Like most architects of their day, Norstrom and Anderson were not exponents of any one architectural 
style, but rather designed in a variety of popular idioms that appealed to the whims of their clients. Earl 
examples of their work – including those listed above – were generally designed in a medley of Period 
Revival styles. In 1933, the firm designed the White Log Coffee Shop in Downtown Los Angeles, a small 
restaurant that employed a mimetic design and quite literally resembled a hand‐hewn log cabin. By the 
mid‐1930s the firm had aligned itself with the Streamline Moderne style that had come into vogue at 
this time, designing a number of commercial buildings with graceful curves and machine‐like details that 
exhibited their comfort working in this idiom. Examples include the Thermo Air Conditioning Institute at 
186 South Alvarado Street in Westlake (1937), a Thrifty Drug Store at 5225 Lankershim Boulevard in 
North Hollywood (1938), and commercial blocks in Long Beach, West Hollywood, and Santa Monica.50  
 
On occasion Norstrom and Anderson dabbled in industrial design. In 1936, the firm repurposed an 
existing lumber shed into a campus for the Hemphill Diesel Engineering School at 2121 North San 
Fernando Road in Glassell Park. The existing lumber shed was expanded, and a new, two‐story office 
building was added to the front of the property at San Fernando Road. The office addition is capped by a 

 
46 Gleaned from SurveyLA data accessed via Historic Places LA, Oct. 2020; “Prevailing Architectural Style Maintained,” Los 
Angeles Times, Apr. 5, 1931. 
47 “Hollywood Store Building Nearing Completion,” Los Angeles Times, Aug. 23, 1931. 
48 Martin Turnbull, “Spotlight on…Schwab’s Pharmacy,” accessed Oct. 2020. 
49 “Schwab’s, Hollywood’s Drug Store, Shut,” New York Times, Oct. 25, 1983; Carol McGraw, “Wrecking Ball Falls on 
Famed Schwab’s Store,” Los Angeles Times, Oct. 7, 1988. 
50 “Institute’s Building Nears Completion,” Los Angeles Times, Jul. 11, 1937; “Building to Rise for New Store,” Los Angeles 
Times, Jun. 26, 1938.  
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prominent central tower and has been described as one of Los Angeles’s most literal celebrations of 
machine age technology. Of particular note is “an expansive frieze across the façade with reliefs 
depicting the use of diesel engines in trains, planes, ships, trucks, tractors, and electric generating 
sets.”51 The firm also designed a streamlined industrial building for the Aero Industries Technical 
Institute at 5245 North San Fernando Road near Atwater Village (1938), near the Hemphill facility.52 
 
Norstrom died in Los Angeles in 1946, resulting in the dissolution of the firm. Anderson continued 
practicing on his own, and was inducted into the Southern California Chapter of the American Institute 
of Architects (AIA) in 1947. Among Anderson’s notable commissions as a sole practitioner were a J.C. 
Penney store in Downtown Santa Monica, a Late Moderne style building that anchors the northern end 
of its central business district (1949); an industrial building for the Carpenter Paper Company in Vernon 
(1954); and a suburban shopping center in Azusa (1956) .53 Anderson died in Orange County in 1987.54 
 
 
Webb Construction Company, Contractor 

 
The Sontag Drug Building was constructed by the Webb Construction Company. There is little 
information about the company and its output, but at the time of the building’s construction it operated 
out of an office in the Pico‐Robertson neighborhood (1122 South Robertson Boulevard). The company 
was headed by Herbert C. Webb, whom sources alternatively identify as a contractor and real estate 
developer. Webb resided in Beverly Hills and appears to have been active in civic and municipal affairs. 
 
 
Period of Significance 
 
The period of significance for the Sontag Drug Building has been identified as 1936, corresponding to its 
original construction date. This is the date during which the building attained its essential physical 
appearance and architectural significance. 
 
 
   

 
51 Excerpted from SkyscraperPage.com, accessed Oct. 2020. Norstrom and Anderson’s involvement in the expansion of 
the property and construction of the office building was gleaned from building permit records. 
52 Gleaned from SurveyLA data accessed via Historic Places LA, Oct. 2020; West Hollywood Historic Preservation 
Database, accessed Oct. 2020; Santa Monica Historic Resources Inventory (HRI) Database, accessed Oct. 2020; “Dick 
Powell Buys Large Site,” Los Angeles Times, Nov. 19, 1939. 
53 Santa Monica Historic Resources Inventory (HRI) Database, accessed Oct. 2020; “J.C. Penney, 1202 Santa Monica Mall 
(Third Street), Santa Monica, Calif,” Calisphere, accessed Oct. 2020; “Completed Here,” Los Angeles Times, Oct. 17, 1954; 
“New Shopping Center Started,” Los Angeles Times, Jan. 15, 1956. 
54 Los Angeles Department of City Planning, “Recommendation Report for Case No. CHC‐2019‐1827‐HCM, Historic‐
Cultural Monument Application for the Collins Hacienda” Apr. 19, 2019, Appx. 
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Integrity 
 
Integrity is the ability of a property to convey its significance, and is defined by the National Park Service 
(NPS) as the “authenticity of a property’s historic identity, evidenced by the survival of physical 
characteristics that existed during the property’s prehistoric or historic period.”55 NPS identifies seven 
aspects of integrity: location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. 
 
The following is an integrity analysis of the Sontag Drug Building: 

 Location: the building has not been moved from its original location. It therefore retains 
integrity of location. 

 Design: the most significant changes to the building are generally confined to interior spaces, 
features, and finishes. Although there have been some alterations have been made to the 
building exterior – notably, the replacement of original doors and windows, the infill of some 
original doors and windows on secondary elevations, and a small addition to the rear (north) 
façade dating to 1947 – these alterations have not significantly modified the intent of its original 
design. The building’s essential form, plan, massing, configuration, and vocabulary generally 
remain intact and legible. Therefore, the building retains integrity of design. 

 Setting: Sanborn maps and historic images indicate that when the subject building was 
constructed in 1936, land use patterns in the vicinity generally consisted of commercial uses 
along Wilshire Boulevard and residential neighborhoods on the blocks to the north and south of 
Wilshire. While some buildings in the area have been altered or redeveloped, these general land 
use patterns remain intact. The building therefore retains integrity of setting. 

 Materials: with the exception of some new materials that have been introduced during 
renovation and tenant improvement projects – specifically, new doors, windows, and awnings – 
almost all of the building’s original materials remain intact. Thus, it retains integrity of materials. 

 Workmanship: distinguishing characteristics that connote the building’s architectural 
significance and association with the Streamline Moderne style – specifically, its smooth stucco 
exterior walls, articulated parapet and roof squared spire, rounded corners, and stringcourses 
and speedlines – remain intact. Therefore, the building retains integrity of workmanship. 

 Feeling: the building retains its essential character‐defining features and appearance from its 
historic period. It therefore retains integrity of feeling. 

 Association: the building retains the distinctive look, feel, and appearance of a 1930s‐era 
commercial building through the retention of distinctive architectural feature of the Streamline 
Moderne style. The building therefore retains integrity of association. 

 

 
55 U.S. Department of the Interior, National Register Bulletin 16A: How to Complete the National Register Registration 
Form (Washington D.C.: National Park Service, 1997), 4.  
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In conclusion, the building retains all seven aspects of integrity (location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and association), and therefore retains sufficient integrity for listing as an HCM. 
 
 
Character‐Defining Features 
 
Character‐defining features are those physical elements of a resource that define its historic character 
and help to convey its significance. In instances of future change to a historic resource, character‐
defining features should be retained to the greatest extent feasible in order to ensure that a resource 
can continue to physically represent its historical period. 
 
ARG developed the following inventory of character‐defining features for the subject building: 
 

Site and Setting 

 Prominent corner location 
 One‐and‐a‐half story height 
 No setbacks; direct relationship between the building and the street  
 Decorative sidewalks with terrazzo (main entrance) and tinted green concrete (south, east 

perimeters) finishes 

Building Exterior 

 Low‐slung profile and horizontal massing 
 Simple, rectangular building footprint 
 Smooth stucco exterior walls (primary façade, east façade) 
 Overlapping planes and volumes (primary façade) 
 Rounded building corners 
 Low‐pitched roof that appears flat 
 Parapet with rounded corners, decorative moldings, and denticulated trim 
 Squared spire with incised speedlines and decorative cap (southeast corner of roof) 
 Chamfered entrance at the building’s southeast corner 
 Continuous band of storefront windows that wraps around the building’s southeast corner 
 Stringcourses, speedlines, and moldings that emphasize the building’s horizontality 
 Recessed signage bay (primary façade) 

Building Interior 

 Original main entrance comprising curved plaster walls and tray ceiling (southwest corner) 
 Curved walls framing the interior of the storefront system (south, east walls) 
 Curved concrete stair with metal rail and porthole openings (northwest corner of building) 
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Exhibit 1. Current Photographs (ARG, October 2020) 
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Primary (south) façade, view northwest (ARG, 2020) 

 
Primary (south) façade, view northeast (ARG, 2020) 
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Primary (south) façade, view north (ARG, 2020) 

 
Primary (south) façade, terrazzo details at primary entrance, view northeast (ARG, 2020) 
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Primary (south) façade, detail of rounded corner, articulated parapet, and roof tower (ARG, 2020) 

     
Primary (south) façade, details of storefront, views northeast (let) and northwest (right) (ARG, 2020) 
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Primary (south) façade, detail of parapet, rounded corners , and grooved moldings (ARG, 2020) 

 

East façade, view northwest. Note roof tower in foreground (ARG, 2020) 
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East façade, view southwest (ARG, 2020) 

     

Details of east façade, including 1947 addition (left) and entry to upper‐story office (right) (ARG, 2020) 
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Rear (north) façade, view southwest (ARG, 2020) 

 
Detail of rear (north) façade as viewed from rear parking lot, view south (ARG, 2020) 
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Detail of interior staircase (Steven Luftman, 2020) 

 
Detail of curved wall and tray ceiling at primary entrance (Steven Luftman, 2020) 

 



5401 Wilshire Blvd. Intact interior Character defining features
Curved plaster walls and tray ceilings adjacent to the main (southeast) entrance, curved walls framing the interior of the storefront system (south, east walls) 

Main entrance at the corner of Wilshire Blvd. 
and Cloverdale Ave.

Recessed ceiling at the main entrance at the 
corner of Wilshire Blvd. and Cloverdale Ave.



5401 Wilshire Blvd. Intact interior Character defining features
Curved interior stair with concrete treads and risers, metal rails, and an oblong porthole window opening. The interior stair is believed to led to the original mezzanine level of 
the Sontag store. The curvature of these features emulates the windswept, streamlined aesthetic of the building’s exterior, and are extensions of its Streamline Moderne styling
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Exhibit 2. Historic Photographs 
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Wilshire Boulevard looking east, with view of subject building, ca. 1937 (Los Angeles Public Library) 

 
Subject building, 1939 (Los Angeles Public Library) 
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Subject building, 1940 (Los Angeles Public Library) 
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Wilshire Boulevard and Cloverdale Avenue, view west, ca. 1955 (Miracle Mile Residential Association) 

 
Subject building, 1978 (Laskey Wilshire Boulevard Collection, Los Angeles Public Library)  
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Subject building, 1978 (Laskey Wilshire Boulevard Collection, Los Angeles Public Library)  

     
Subject building, 1978 (Laskey Wilshire Boulevard Collection, Los Angeles Public Library)  
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Wilshire Boulevard and Cloverdale Avenue, view west, ca. 1980s (LaBonge Collection, Los Angeles Public 
Library) 
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Exhibit 3. Tract Map 
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Exhibit 4. Sanborn Map (1950, corrections to 1926) 
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Exhibit 5. Permits 
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Exhibit 6. Newspaper Articles 

   



Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

DRUG STOCK DISTRIBUTED: Block of Sontag Common Resold C. A. Otto ...
Los Angeles Times (1923-1995); Oct 6, 1935; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times
pg. 30



Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

NEW STORES BOUGHT BY DRUG CHAIN: Sontag Announces Purchase of Units in Los Angeles and Other Cities
Los Angeles Times (1923-1995); Nov 10, 1935; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times
pg. 7



Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

DRUG STORE EXPANSION ANNOUNCED: Sontag Company Acquires New Building on Wilshire Boulevard at Clo...
Los Angeles Times (1923-1995); Nov 3, 1935; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times
pg. 7



Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Display Ad 22 -- No Title
Los Angeles Times (1923-1995); Jul 30, 1936; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times
pg. A5



Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Display Ad 9 -- No Title
Los Angeles Times (1923-1995); Jan 17, 1937; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times
pg. 8



Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

United Drug, Inc. Buys Sontag Chain of Stores
Los Angeles Times (1923-1995); Dec 13, 1944; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times
pg. 10



Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Realty Will Miss Charles Shattuck: NAILING IT DOWN
Cameron, Tom
Los Angeles Times (1923-1995); Sep 20, 1964; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times
pg. W1



Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Walking the Miracle Mile: Los Angeles' Once-Glamorous Shopping Disict ...
Pierson, Robert
Los Angeles Times (1923-1995); Nov 12, 1988; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times
pg. D14



Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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Exhibit 7. Parcel Profile Report (ZIMAS) 

 

 



City of Los Angeles
Department of City Planning

1/12/2021
PARCEL PROFILE REPORT

Address/Legal Information
PIN Number 135B181   907
Lot/Parcel Area (Calculated) 12,605.0 (sq ft)
Thomas Brothers Grid PAGE 633 - GRID D2
Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5508009001
Tract TR 7705
Map Reference M B 89-33/35
Block None
Lot 112
Arb (Lot Cut Reference) None
Map Sheet 135B181
Jurisdictional Information
Community Plan Area Wilshire
Area Planning Commission Central
Neighborhood Council Mid City West
Council District CD 4 - Nithya Raman
Census Tract # 2151.02
LADBS District Office Los Angeles Metro
Planning and Zoning Information
Special Notes None
Zoning [Q]C4-2-CDO
Zoning Information (ZI) ZI-1117 MTA Right-of-Way (ROW) Project Area

ZI-2452 Transit Priority Area in the City of Los Angeles
ZI-2336 Community Design Overlay: Miracle Mile

General Plan Land Use Regional Center Commercial
General Plan Note(s) Yes
Hillside Area (Zoning Code) No
Specific Plan Area None
     Subarea None
     Special Land Use / Zoning None
Historic Preservation Review Yes
Historic Preservation Overlay Zone None
Other Historic Designations None
Other Historic Survey Information None
Mills Act Contract None
CDO: Community Design Overlay Miracle Mile
CPIO: Community Plan Imp. Overlay None
     Subarea None
CUGU: Clean Up-Green Up None
HCR: Hillside Construction Regulation No
NSO: Neighborhood Stabilization Overlay No
POD: Pedestrian Oriented Districts None
RFA: Residential Floor Area District None
RIO: River Implementation Overlay No
SN: Sign District No
Streetscape No
Adaptive Reuse Incentive Area None

PROPERTY ADDRESSES
5405 W WILSHIRE BLVD
5403 W WILSHIRE BLVD
5401 W WILSHIRE BLVD
671 S CLOVERDALE AVE

ZIP CODES
90036

RECENT ACTIVITY
CHC-2021-358-HCM
CPC-2016-961-HPOZ
CPC-2018-3731-GPA-ZC-HD-CDO
ENV-2016-962-CE
ENV-2021-361-CE
PAR-2020-1950-VHCA

CASE NUMBERS
CPC-2020-3143-DB-CDO-SPR-HCA
CPC-2018-3731-GPA-ZC-HD-CDO
CPC-2003-1779-CDO-ZC
CPC-1986-823-GPC
ORD-80695
ORD-58482
ORD-54822
ORD-46250
ORD-183497
ORD-176332
ORD-176331
ORD-165331-SA1888
ORD-129944
DIR-2019-3936-TOC-CDO-SPR
ZA-1983-79
VTT-82716
ENV-2019-3937-EAF
ENV-2018-3732-EIR
ENV-2003-1780-ND
AFF-35788

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org    |    planning.lacity.org



 Affordable Housing Linkage Fee

      Residential Market Area Medium-High

      Non-Residential Market Area High

 Transit Oriented Communities (TOC) Tier 4

 RPA: Redevelopment Project Area None

 Central City Parking No

 Downtown Parking No

 Building Line 10

 500 Ft School Zone No

 500 Ft Park Zone No

 Assessor Information

 Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5508009001

 Ownership (Assessor)  

      Owner1 DIOGENES HOLDINGS WILSHIRE LLC C/O C/O WALTER N MARKS

      Address 8758  VENICE BLVD STE 100
LOS ANGELES CA 90034

 Ownership (Bureau of Engineering, Land
Records)

 

      Owner DIOGENES HOLDINGS WILSHIRE LLC

      Address 8758  VENICE BLVD STE 100
LOS ANGELES CA 90034

 APN Area (Co. Public Works)* 0.289 (ac)

 Use Code 1200 - Commercial - Store Combination - Store and Office Combination
- One Story

 Assessed Land Val. $1,818,281

 Assessed Improvement Val. $12,199,200

 Last Owner Change 11/06/2019

 Last Sale Amount $17,000,170

 Tax Rate Area 67

 Deed Ref No. (City Clerk) 2405588

  2304440

  2-785

  1662406

  1375346-7

  1199665

 Building 1  

      Year Built 1936

      Number of Units 0

      Number of Bedrooms 0

      Number of Bathrooms 0

      Building Square Footage 15,262.0 (sq ft)

 Building 2 No data for building 2

 Building 3 No data for building 3

 Building 4 No data for building 4

 Building 5 No data for building 5

 Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO) No [APN: 5508009001]

 Additional Information

 Airport Hazard None

 Coastal Zone None

 Farmland Area Not Mapped

 Urban Agriculture Incentive Zone YES

 Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone No

 Fire District No. 1 Yes

 Flood Zone Outside Flood Zone

 Watercourse No

 Hazardous Waste / Border Zone Properties No

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org    |    planning.lacity.org



 Methane Hazard Site Methane Zone

 High Wind Velocity Areas No

 Special Grading Area (BOE Basic Grid Map A-
13372)

No

 Wells None

 Seismic Hazards

 Active Fault Near-Source Zone  

      Nearest Fault (Distance in km) 4.0041576

      Nearest Fault (Name) Newport - Inglewood Fault Zone (Onshore)

      Region Transverse Ranges and Los Angeles Basin

      Fault Type B

      Slip Rate (mm/year) 1.00000000

      Slip Geometry Right Lateral - Strike Slip

      Slip Type Poorly Constrained

      Down Dip Width (km) 13.00000000

      Rupture Top 0.00000000

      Rupture Bottom 13.00000000

      Dip Angle (degrees) 90.00000000

      Maximum Magnitude 7.10000000

 Alquist-Priolo Fault Zone No

 Landslide No

 Liquefaction No

 Preliminary Fault Rupture Study Area No

 Tsunami Inundation Zone No

 Economic Development Areas

 Business Improvement District None

 Hubzone Not Qualified

 Opportunity Zone No

 Promise Zone None

 State Enterprise Zone None

 Housing

 Direct all Inquiries to Housing+Community Investment Department

      Telephone (866) 557-7368

      Website http://hcidla.lacity.org

 Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO) No [APN: 5508009001]

 Ellis Act Property No

 AB 1482: Tenant Protection Act No

 Public Safety

 Police Information  

      Bureau West

           Division / Station Wilshire

                Reporting District 735

 Fire Information  

      Bureau South

           Batallion 18

                District / Fire Station 61

      Red Flag Restricted Parking No

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org    |    planning.lacity.org



CASE SUMMARIES
Note: Information for case summaries is retrieved from the Planning Department's Plan Case Tracking System (PCTS) database.

Case Number: CPC-2020-3143-DB-CDO-SPR-HCA

Required Action(s): DB-DENSITY BONUS

 CDO-COMMUNITY DESIGN OVERLAY DISTRICT

 SPR-SITE PLAN REVIEW

 HCA-HOUSING CRISIS ACT

Project Descriptions(s): PURSUANT TO LAMC SECTION 12.22.A.25 A DENSITY BONUS FOR A HOUSING DEVELOPMENT PROJECT WITH 348
DWELLING UNITS WITH ON-MENU AND OFF-MENU INCENTIVES. 
 
PURSUANT TO LAMC SECTION 13.08.E A COMMUNITY DESIGN OVERLAY PLAN APPROVAL FOR A PROJECT LOCATED
WITHIN THE BOUNDARY OF THE MIRACLE MILE COMMUNITY DESIGN OVERLAY (“CDO”) DISTRICT.

PURSUANT LAMC SECTION 12.22. A.25 A DENSITY BONUS FOR A HOUSING DEVELPOMENT WITH 348 UNITS. PURSUANT
LAMC SECTION 13.08 E, A COMMUNITY DESIGN OVERLAY. PURSUANT LAMC SECTION 16.05, SITE PLAN REVIEW.

Case Number: CPC-2018-3731-GPA-ZC-HD-CDO

Required Action(s): GPA-GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT

 ZC-ZONE CHANGE

 HD-HEIGHT DISTRICT

 CDO-COMMUNITY DESIGN OVERLAY DISTRICT

Project Descriptions(s): GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT, ZONE CHANGE, HEIGHT DISTRICT, COMMUNITY DESIGN OVERLAY AMENDMENTS

Case Number: CPC-2003-1779-CDO-ZC

Required Action(s): CDO-COMMUNITY DESIGN OVERLAY DISTRICT

 ZC-ZONE CHANGE

Project Descriptions(s): ESTABLISHMENT OF A COMMUNITY DESIGN OVERLAY (CDO) ZONE THAT REQUIRES NEW DEVELOPMENT OR
ALTERATIONS OF EXISTING DEVELOPMENT CONFORM TO DESIGN GUIDELINES OR STANDARDS.  THE CDO INCLUDES
ZONE CHANGES THAT WOULD PROHIBIT CERTAIN TYPES OF ACTIVITIES ALLOWED BY THE UNDERLYING ZONE AND
RESTRICT THE DESIGN OF DEVELOPMENT IN THE AREA.

Case Number: CPC-1986-823-GPC

Required Action(s): GPC-GENERAL PLAN/ZONING CONSISTENCY (AB283)

Project Descriptions(s): AB-283 PROGRAM - GENERAL PLAN/ZONE CONSISTENCY - WILSHIRE AREA- COMMUNITY WIDE ZONE CHANGES AND
COMMUNITY PLAN CHANGES TO BRING THE ZONING INTO CONSISTENCY WITH THE COMMUNITY PLAN. INCLUDES
CHANGES OF HEIGHT AS NEEDED. REQUIRED BY COURT AS PART OF SETTLEMENT IN THE HILLSIDE FEDERATION
LAWSUIT

Case Number: DIR-2019-3936-TOC-CDO-SPR

Required Action(s): TOC-TRANSIT ORIENTED COMMUNITIES

 CDO-COMMUNITY DESIGN OVERLAY DISTRICT

 SPR-SITE PLAN REVIEW

Project Descriptions(s): PURSUANT TO LAMC SECTION 12.22.A.25 A DENSITY BONUS FOR A HOUSING DEVELOPMENT PROJECT WITH 348
DWELLING UNITS WITH ON-MENU AND OFF-MENU INCENTIVES. 
 
PURSUANT TO LAMC SECTION 13.08.E A COMMUNITY DESIGN OVERLAY PLAN APPROVAL FOR A PROJECT LOCATED
WITHIN THE BOUNDARY OF THE MIRACLE MILE COMMUNITY DESIGN OVERLAY (“CDO”) DISTRICT.

PURSUANT LAMC SECTION 12.22. A.25 A DENSITY BONUS FOR A HOUSING DEVELPOMENT WITH 348 UNITS. PURSUANT
LAMC SECTION 13.08 E, A COMMUNITY DESIGN OVERLAY. PURSUANT LAMC SECTION 16.05, SITE PLAN REVIEW.

Case Number: ZA-1983-79

Required Action(s): Data Not Available

Project Descriptions(s): 

Case Number: VTT-82716

Required Action(s): Data Not Available

Project Descriptions(s): PURSUANT TO LAMC SECTION 12.22.A.25 A DENSITY BONUS FOR A HOUSING DEVELOPMENT PROJECT WITH 348
DWELLING UNITS WITH ON-MENU AND OFF-MENU INCENTIVES. 
 
PURSUANT TO LAMC SECTION 13.08.E A COMMUNITY DESIGN OVERLAY PLAN APPROVAL FOR A PROJECT LOCATED
WITHIN THE BOUNDARY OF THE MIRACLE MILE COMMUNITY DESIGN OVERLAY (“CDO”) DISTRICT.

PURSUANT LAMC SECTION 12.22. A.25 A DENSITY BONUS FOR A HOUSING DEVELPOMENT WITH 348 UNITS. PURSUANT
LAMC SECTION 13.08 E, A COMMUNITY DESIGN OVERLAY. PURSUANT LAMC SECTION 16.05, SITE PLAN REVIEW.

Case Number: ENV-2019-3937-EAF

Required Action(s): EAF-ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org    |    planning.lacity.org



Project Descriptions(s): PURSUANT TO LAMC SECTION 12.22.A.25 A DENSITY BONUS FOR A HOUSING DEVELOPMENT PROJECT WITH 348
DWELLING UNITS WITH ON-MENU AND OFF-MENU INCENTIVES. 
 
PURSUANT TO LAMC SECTION 13.08.E A COMMUNITY DESIGN OVERLAY PLAN APPROVAL FOR A PROJECT LOCATED
WITHIN THE BOUNDARY OF THE MIRACLE MILE COMMUNITY DESIGN OVERLAY (“CDO”) DISTRICT.

PURSUANT LAMC SECTION 12.22. A.25 A DENSITY BONUS FOR A HOUSING DEVELPOMENT WITH 348 UNITS. PURSUANT
LAMC SECTION 13.08 E, A COMMUNITY DESIGN OVERLAY. PURSUANT LAMC SECTION 16.05, SITE PLAN REVIEW.

Case Number: ENV-2018-3732-EIR

Required Action(s): EIR-ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

Project Descriptions(s): GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT, ZONE CHANGE, HEIGHT DISTRICT, COMMUNITY DESIGN OVERLAY AMENDMENTS

Case Number: ENV-2003-1780-ND

Required Action(s): ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project Descriptions(s): ESTABLISHMENT OF A COMMUNITY DESIGN OVERLAY (CDO) ZONE THAT REQUIRES NEW DEVELOPMENT OR
ALTERATIONS OF EXISTING DEVELOPMENT CONFORM TO DESIGN GUIDELINES OR STANDARDS.  THE CDO INCLUDES
ZONE CHANGES THAT WOULD PROHIBIT CERTAIN TYPES OF ACTIVITIES ALLOWED BY THE UNDERLYING ZONE AND
RESTRICT THE DESIGN OF DEVELOPMENT IN THE AREA.

 

DATA NOT AVAILABLE
ORD-80695

ORD-58482

ORD-54822

ORD-46250

ORD-183497

ORD-176332

ORD-176331

ORD-165331-SA1888

ORD-129944

AFF-35788

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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ZIMAS INTRANET LARIAC5 2017 Color-Ortho 01/12/2021
City of Los Angeles

Department of City Planning

Address: 5405 W WILSHIRE BLVD Tract: TR 7705 Zoning: [Q]C4-2-CDO
APN: 5508009001 Block: None General Plan: Regional Center Commercial
PIN #: 135B181   907 Lot: 112

Arb: None
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