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November 19, 2019 

TO: City Planning Commission 

FROM: Juliet Oh, City Planner 

TECHNICAL MODIFICATION TO THE STAFF RECOMMENDATION REPORT FOR CASE 
NO. CPC-2018-5593-CDP-DB-CU-SPR-WDI-SPP-MEL; 3233, 3311, 3321 Thatcher 
Avenue 

The following technical modifications are to be incorporated into the staff recommendation 
report to be considered at the City Planning Commission meeting of November 21, 2019, 
related to Item No. 8 on the meeting agenda.  

Condition No. 14 of the Conditions of Approval is revised as follows: 

14. Vehicular Gate (Thatcher Avenue). The existing vehicular gate located on Princeton
Drive shall be removed and a new vehicular gate shall be installed on Thatcher Avenue,
as shown on Exhibit “A”.

a. The applicant shall adhere to the requirements of and obtain necessary approvals
(Revocable Permit) from the Bureau of Engineering and Department of
Transportation, and shall meet requirements for emergency vehicle access, to the
satisfaction of the Fire Department.

b. The new vehicular gate shall be installed prior to the issuance of permits for
excavation, grading, and site preparation for work proposed on the project site.

c. Pedestrian and bicycle access shall be maintained in the public right of way (sidewalk)
by means of a zigzag path, as shown in Exhibit “A”, or similar design. The access path
shall not be gated or locked.

Item No. 8

Department of City Planning 

City Hall,  200 N. Spring Street, Room 272, Los Angeles, CA 90012
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Planning CPC <cpc@lacity.org>

Regarding Skid Row Housing at 14142-4 Vanowen St.
Courtney Hawkins <hawkins.courtney@gmail.com> Mon, Nov 18, 2019 at 10:37 PM
To: "cpc@lacity.org" <cpc@lacity.org>

Dear Ms. Hounsell,

This letter is regarding my family’s concerns over the Skid Row
Housing Project on Vanowen St., .01 miles from our home. Thank you so
much in advance for hearing me out.

Firstly, I need to say that I have tremendous empathy for every single
human being who has ended up in need of this kind of assistance, and I
know there are countless rich and heartbreaking stories that led these
people to these circumstances. I hate our healthcare system for
leaving so many deserving people behind, and I love that Skid Row
Housing Trust exists - that they are building design-focused
structures in depressed areas, that give their residents access to
yoga and provide creative artistic outlets. However, they said nothing
about rehabilitation or medical assistance - the majority of the
homeless population, according to the Los Angeles Times in 2019, found
that, “...about 67% had either a mental illness or a substance abuse
disorder. Individually, substance abuse affects 46% of those living on
the streets...and mental illness affects 51% of those living on the
streets, according to the analysis.”

I have a two year old daughter, and a house in a tiny historic pocket
of Van Nuys, that we poured most of our savings into, in hopes of
having a safe environment in which to raise her. We spent more money
than we logistically should have to turn our front yard into a safe
and beautiful place for her to play, we got grass and even a swing. I
grew up in an area where I was surrounded by unpredictable people, who
made me feel watched and unsafe, and I so desperately want something
different for my little girl. When we were struggling to find a house
in our price range while I was pregnant, I was over the moon to find
this lovely little haven, that even reflected our personality. It made
me feel like I could walk my daughter down the street, without keeping
my eyes on the horizon for someone who might follow us, or scream
things to make her cry. We chose this little historic district of Van
Nuys, the only area we could afford, that gave us hope for our
daughter’s safety, and all of that will change if this 64 unit
structure is built 0.1 miles from our house. I want this structure
built, truly, and I don’t mean to kick the can down the road, but I
beg you and those involved to please consider other city areas,
farther away from residential neighborhoods.

I know that there’s a stigma attached to homelessness, and that many
on the streets don’t fall into that stigma, and my heart goes out to
every single human being whose mental illness and addictions have been
left untreated, and to those who have just hit a life-altering streak
of terrible luck. I’ve just been followed, chased, and verbally
accosted enough to know that I want my daughter to at least have her
home feel safe.

Thank you so much for your consideration.

Very best,

Courtney Hawkins
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Link to L.A. Times article:
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2019-10-07/homeless-population-mental-illness-disability?_amp=true

https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2019-10-07/homeless-population-mental-illness-disability?_amp=true
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Planning CPC <cpc@lacity.org>

14242 Vanowen Skid Row Housing Project
Gina Tucci <g.tucci@sbcglobal.net> Mon, Nov 18, 2019 at 3:34 PM
To: "cpc@lacity.org" <cpc@lacity.org>

Dear Sarah,

Please include this letter as part of the record for the above referenced project.

If the neighborhood had the option of voting the proposed housing project would not vote for it. No one wants it in the
neighborhood.  If it does pass and move forward we would like the following conditions considered.

1. Reduce the unit number from 64 to 22.  The neighborhood cannot handle an additional 64 people.  It will increase
congestion, parking and the simple quality of life for the community.  We actually live here and are not passing through on
our way to work or school.  This building is the only building thus far in a residential area.  Although The Crest Apartments
(anothet property owned by Skid Row housing) are zones in "residential" there are no houses behind it or on either side.

2. We would like the housing unit to benefit the homeless in Van Nuys.  Skid Row housing proposing bringing in homeless
from the entire area 2.  This means will have the same amount of homeless on the streets and they will be shipping in 64
additional people.

3. We would like 24 hour guard service with guards trained in drug addiction and mental illness behavior.  Security
camera's are not good enough.  Skid Row housing proposes we share the security with Crest Apartments,  It is a fact that
the police have been called to this location multiple, many, many, many times.  Sharing security with them in not
acceptable.

We hope the board listens to all our concerns and takes into consideration our requests.  There are many other places
better suited for their projects that will not impact residential communities. 

Thank you,

Gina Tucci
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Dear City Planning Commission, 

For the record, I am writing this letter regarding Case Number CPC‐2019‐5295‐DB‐CU‐SIP, 

Project location 14142‐14154 W. Vanowen Street. My family and I live at 14133 Archwood 

Street. I do want to take a moment to introduce to you, my two young children (Mason & 

Dylan) that will be living (less than 100 feet) next to SKIDROW HOUSING TRUSTS 3 & 4 story 

housing development which will specifically house those with alcohol/substance issues and 

mental illness. I do realize my concerns are not all directly related to land use issues however I 

do need to voice them.    

 

 

 

This development will be within earshot and viewing distance of our home and back yard. My 

children play in their back yard and we have our bedroom windows that face the back yard.  



While I am not against housing the homeless, I do have valid concerns regarding this particular 

project. It’s troubling that laws were put into place that will allow those currently living on the 

streets with alcohol/substance abuse and mental illness to live directly in my neighborhood so 

incredibly close to families. 

To date SKIDROW HOUSING TRUST still cannot give our community a clear picture on the 

severity of alcohol/drug dependency and mental illness my future neighbors will have? Will my 

neighbor be dependent on meth, heroin, crack, cocaine, PCP, prescription pills, methadone? 

How severe is their dependency?  As far as mental health, will my neighbors suffer from 

schizophrenia, PTSD, Bipolar disorder or depression? How severe will this be?   

I ask myself where will my neighbors get their drugs and where will they choose to use them? 

How will they act on drugs? How will those with mental illness act if they do not take 

medication and are also on drugs? SKIDROW HOUSING TRUST does not mandate sober living 

or mental health assistance nor do they have onsite services.  

SKIDROW HOUSING TRUST said our area had a need for this type of housing and that our own 

homeless would be helped and placed into a home? The CES Access Point Directory says 

otherwise, anyone from the SFV and Santa Clarita (SPA2) can be placed in this building. This 

does not help our neighborhood homeless and only makes us feel even more suffocated by 

all the other homeless housing and services in our neighborhood, not to mention the CRIME 

ELEMENT IT BRINGS. 

SKIDROW HOUSING TRUST said at their last meeting cigarette smoking will be allowed in their 

building and in the courtyards. None of my neighbor’s smoke. I don’t want to smell it. It 

travels. It impacts the health of children and those that have to smell it.  

SKIDROW HOUSING TRUST did not get rid of the BBQ area or move it up, if they have no court 

yard curfew then what should I expect from a potential of 64 people using it on a daily basis 

anytime???  

They need to close off the property and only allow those that live there or are checking into 

visit with a guest pass. NO DRUG DEALERS. 

SKIDROW HOUSING TRUST allows LA FAMILY to manage their Crest Apts, and the amount of 
police calls (hundreds of calls) in less than a year are disturbing. It takes myself 3 hours to get 
ahold of the LAPD HELP Desk and another hour for a unit to respond to a loud noise 
disturbance.  
 
SKIDROW HOUSING TRUST says there is no need for parking as my new neighbors will ride a 
bike or take public transportation. What if they do get a car? What if they start to have visitors? 
After all, is this not their permanent residence? When they start parking in our streets, in front 
of my house for days, what will I do then? 
 



Lastly, Mr. Kerkoian is very concerned about the WAZE app finding short cuts through Sherman 

Oaks streets and creating traffic in neighborhoods, which for him was a valid safety & quality of 

life issue for those residents? His solution is to create legislation to stop this. I would like Mr. 

Kerkorian to respond to my question, do you think it’s a quality of life and public safety issue to 

live within 500 feet of drug dependent and mentally ill individuals that have just come off of 

harsh street living?  At what point does a Pandora’s box of 64 individuals (that I am trusting LA 

Family to house & manage) directly living next to my children (all children), preschools and 

elementary schools become a public safety concern?  

 

I oppose this entire project and the negative element that it brings to our children and our 

neighborhood. 

 

However, if our community has to live immediately next to this: 

1) The apt should house a majority of seniors and veterans, those that should really have 

priority housing, limit those with drug use. 

2) Install a higher wall, as high as we can go. 
1) Install large mature trees all around the buildings.  

2) Close of the property to outsiders and drug dealers. 
3) Make it a smoke free environment.  

4) Take the BBQ away or move it far away from the back wall.  

5) Position the windows so no one see drug use/erratic behavior.  
6) Permit parking so our streets are not filled with cars that don’t belong to residents.  

7) The Community needs an email and 24‐hour phone line to report issues.  

8) A professional security guard on site at all times to report issues to the police as 

necessary and work with mgmt. to ensure a peaceful environment. 

9) The entire front of the building should be passenger loading only.  
10) Light pollution should be kept away from residents directly impacted by this enormous 

building. 

 

Sincerely,  

Melissa Casillas 
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Planning CPC <cpc@lacity.org>

CPC-2019-5295-DB-CU-SIP
Melissa Casillas <mcasillas@merlonegeier.com> Sun, Nov 17, 2019 at 10:50 AM
To: "sarah.hounsell@lacity.org" <sarah.hounsell@lacity.org>, "cpc@lacity.org" <cpc@lacity.org>

 

Dear City Planning Commission,

 

For the record, I am writing this letter regarding Case Number CPC-2019-5295-DB-CU-SIP, Project
location 14142-14154 W. Vanowen Street. My family and I live at 14133 Archwood Street. I do
want to take a moment to introduce to you, my two young children (Mason & Dylan) that will be
living (less than 100 feet) next to SKIDROW HOUSING TRUSTS 3 & 4 story housing development
which will specifically house those with alcohol/substance issues and mental illness. I do realize
my concerns are not all directly related to land use issues however I do need to voice them.  

 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/14133+Archwood+Street?entry=gmail&source=g
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This development will be within earshot and viewing distance of our home and back yard. My
children play in their back yard and we have our bedroom windows that face the back yard.

 

While I am not against housing the homeless, I do have valid concerns regarding this particular
project. It’s troubling that laws were put into place that will allow those currently living on the streets
with alcohol/substance abuse and mental illness to live directly in my neighborhood so incredibly
close to families.
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To date SKIDROW HOUSING TRUST still cannot give our community a clear picture on the
severity of alcohol/drug dependency and mental illness my future neighbors will have? Will my
neighbor be dependent on meth, heroin, crack, cocaine, PCP, prescription pills, methadone? How
severe is their dependency?  As far as mental health, will my neighbors suffer from schizophrenia,
PTSD, Bipolar disorder or depression? How severe will this be? 

 

I ask myself where will my neighbors get their drugs and where will they choose to use them? How
will they act on drugs? How will those with mental illness act if they do not take medication and are
also on drugs? SKIDROW HOUSING TRUST does not mandate sober living or mental health
assistance nor do they have onsite services.

 

SKIDROW HOUSING TRUST said our area had a need for this type of housing and that our own
homeless would be helped and placed into a home? The CES Access Point Directory says
otherwise, anyone from the SFV and Santa Clarita (SPA2) can be placed in this building. This
does not help our neighborhood homeless and only makes us feel even more suffocated by
all the other homeless housing and services in our neighborhood, not to mention the
CRIME ELEMENT IT BRINGS.

 

SKIDROW HOUSING TRUST said at their last meeting cigarette smoking will be allowed in their
building and in the courtyards. None of my neighbor’s smoke. I don’t want to smell it. It
travels. It impacts the health of children and those that have to smell it.

 

SKIDROW HOUSING TRUST did not get rid of the BBQ area or move it up, if they have no court
yard curfew then what should I expect from a potential of 64 people using it on a daily basis
anytime???

 

They need to close off the property and only allow those that live there or are checking into visit
with a guest pass. NO DRUG DEALERS.

SKIDROW HOUSING TRUST allows LA FAMILY to manage their Crest Apts, and the amount of
police calls (hundreds of calls) in less than a year are disturbing. It takes myself 3 hours to get
ahold of the LAPD HELP Desk and another hour for a unit to respond to a loud noise
disturbance.

 

SKIDROW HOUSING TRUST says there is no need for parking as my new neighbors will ride a
bike or take public transportation. What if they do get a car? What if they start to have visitors?
After all, is this not their permanent residence? When they start parking in our streets, in front
of my house for days, what will I do then?

 

Lastly, Mr. Kerkoian is very concerned about the WAZE app finding short cuts through Sherman
Oaks streets and creating traffic in neighborhoods, which for him was a valid safety & quality of life
issue for those residents? His solution is to create legislation to stop this. I would like Mr. Kerkorian
to respond to my question, do you think it’s a quality of life and public safety issue to live within 500
feet of drug dependent and mentally ill individuals that have just come off of harsh street living?  At
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what point does a Pandora’s box of 64 individuals (that I am trusting LA Family to house &
manage) directly living next to my children (all children), preschools and elementary schools
become a public safety concern?

 

I oppose this entire project and the negative element that it brings to our children and our
neighborhood.

 

However, if our community has to live immediately next to this:

1)     The apt should house a majority of seniors and veterans, those that should really have priority
housing, limit those with drug use.

2)     Install a higher wall, as high as we can go.

1)     Install large mature trees all around the buildings.

2)     Close of the property to outsiders and drug dealers.

3)     Make it a smoke free environment.

4)     Take the BBQ away or move it far away from the back wall.

5)     Position the windows so no one can see drug use/erratic behavior.

6)     Permit parking so our streets are not filled with cars that don’t belong to residents.

7)     The Community needs an email and 24-hour phone line to report issues.

8)     A professional security guard on site at all times to report issues to the police as necessary and
work with mgmt. to ensure a peaceful environment.

9)     The entire front of the building should be passenger loading only.

10)  Light pollution should be kept away from residents directly impacted by this enormous building.

 

Sincerely,

 

 

Melissa Casillas

Property Manager

6180 Laurel Canyon Boulevard

Suite 170

North Hollywood, CA 91606

 

Tel:          818 / 643 / 3707

https://www.google.com/maps/search/6180+Laurel+Canyon+Boulevard+%0D%0A+Suite+170+%0D%0A+North+Hollywood,+CA+91606?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/6180+Laurel+Canyon+Boulevard+%0D%0A+Suite+170+%0D%0A+North+Hollywood,+CA+91606?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/6180+Laurel+Canyon+Boulevard+%0D%0A+Suite+170+%0D%0A+North+Hollywood,+CA+91606?entry=gmail&source=g
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Fax:         818 / 824 / 6246

 

www.MerloneGeier.com

 

CALBRE #01911085
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To Whom it may concern, 

After unanimous approval from the Planning and Land Use Committee the Van 
Nuys Neighborhood Council has voted to support the Skid Row housing 
development project at 14142 W. Vanowen St., Los Angeles, CA 91605. The board 
felt that permanent supportive housing was an effective way to help individuals 
who currently live on the street become and stay housed and that this 
development would help realize these ideals. The Planning and Land Use 
Committee expressed concerns regarding the design and texture of the façade of 
the building. We encourage the decoration of the property to be mindful of the 
already existing architectural modalities and make any and all efforts to blend the 
new structure into the surrounding neighborhood. 

Sam Woolf 

President  

Van Nuys Neighborhood Council

Sam Woolf 
President 

Michael Browning 
Vice President 

John Hendry 
Secretary 

Veronica Marin 
Treasurer 

Jason Ackerman 
Parliamentarian 

Board 

John Camera 
Jason Correa  

Jennifer Febre 
Richard Marks 

Ashley Nicole Martinez 
Marlin Medrano 
Riguey Mercado 
Sandy Moreno 
Ashley Neyra 

Kathleen Padden 
Kathy Schreiner 

Thelá Thatch 
Rachel Reilly Villegas  

Van Nuys 
Neighborhood 

Council 

P.O. Box 3118 
Van Nuys, CA 

91407-3118 

Telephone: 
(818) 533-8662  

Email: 
info@vnnc.org 
www.vnnc.org

Van Nuys Neighborhood 
Council 
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