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Planning CHC <chc@lacity.org>

CHC-2019-7391-HCM, letter of opposition
1 message

Oren Hadar <oren@orenhadar.com> Tue, Mar 3, 2020 at 3:01 PM
To: chc@lacity.org

Dear Commissioners:

As a resident of Wilshire Vista, I write to oppose the designation of 1054 S. Orange Drive as a Historic-Cultural Monument. We
face a tremendous housing shortage in Los Angeles that has had major impacts on my neighborhood. Since the professionals at the
Dept. of City Planning have determined that this building does not meet the criteria for Historic-Cultural Monument status, it is
important that you do not allow the historic designation process to be misused in order to block the construction of 16 much needed
new homes at this site.

The proposed project would bring 16 homes to this transit-rich, walkable location. Depending on the route Metro chooses for the
Crenshaw Line’s northern extension, these new homes could end up being one block from a train station. Being a Transit Oriented
Communities project, the building would also include affordable units, sorely needed in this rapidly gentrifying neighborhood, which
currently has no deed-restricted affordable housing at all.

My neighborhood is losing its middle class. According to census data, half of our African American families have moved away since
the Great Recession, and the mostly white residents that have replaced them are more affluent and more highly educated. This
gentrification is not due to new construction – only 17 new apartments have been built in this census tract in this century. In fact, the
shortage of new apartments here means that housing is a zero-sum game, with affluent renters who move here pushing out those who
can’t afford higher rents. We need new construction that provides options to those looking to move here in order to ease the cycle of
displacement. 

Wilshire Vista contains many beautiful homes worthy of preservation, but we also have a severe housing shortage that is displacing
families. I believe it is important to preserve the homes that truly contribute to the historical character of the neighborhood, and that
these historic designations must be handed out judiciously so as not to contribute to the housing crisis and harm the residents of the
neighborhood.  The neighborhood characters deserve just as much preservation as the neighborhood character.

Sincerely,

Oren Hadar

 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/1054+S.+Orange+Drive?entry=gmail&source=g
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Planning CHC <chc@lacity.org>

In Support of HCM for the Walter Bollenbacher Duplex, 1054 South Orange Grove
Ave / Case#: CHC-2019-7391-HCM
1 message

Natasha Shliapnikoff <rginff@aol.com> Wed, Mar 4, 2020 at 6:26 AM
To: chc@lacity.org
Cc: lambert.giessinger@lacity.org

Walter Bollenbacher Duplex DO NOT Demolish this building. Los Ángeles is filled with UGLY new boxes (buildings). They
are grotesque structures which diminish our City. We need to keep our neighborhoods looking like neighborhoods and
preserve what is left of our architecture.

Natasha Shliapnikoff

Rodion Nahapetov

Gertrude Haywood

James Grant

1054 South Orange Grove Ave

CHC Case#: CHC-2019-7391-HCM

Environmental Case#: ENV-2019-7392-CE

I am writing in support of the neighborhood volunteer effort to gain Historic Cultural Monument (HCM) protection for the
vintage 1930s duplex at 1054-1056 South Orange Grove Ave. 

South Orange Grove is a reflection of the architectural and cultural heritage that contributes to the City’s rich social and
cultural life. Located in the middle of the block, the Walter Bollenbacher duplex is a key component in the historic integrity
of this very beautiful and notable block of two-story apartment homes in the Wilshire Vista neighborhood. This duplex was
purchased last year by developers who plan to demolish this historic building and construct a five or six-story apartment,
which will be both starkly disproportionate in scale and contrasting in appearance to the existing neighborhood. 

The 1054-56 South Orange Grove property is a keystone in its central location on that block. As a contributing SurveyLA
structure and as part of a cohesive whole of a historic multi-family neighborhood, it is worthy of historic preservation. The
Walter Bollenbacher Duplex is also within the proposed National Registry of Historic Places historic district, a
neighborhood effort (called Save Wilshire Vista) to place 112 historic properties on this prestigious registry that would
place an additional layer of protection for them. But until the National Registry of Historic Places is approved sometime in
2020, this property is in immediate danger of destruction.

The demolition of this duplex and replacement with a high-rise apartment would deal a blow to the historic and visual
integrity of this very beautiful block, with its extraordinary duplexes and uniquely designed small multi-family apartment
homes. 

In addition to their architectural significance, these desirable middle-class neighborhoods also embody the post-World
War II history marking the transition from white-only, Protestant-only segregated Los Angeles developments to the
integrated, multi-ethnic community we enjoy today.

The historic quality of our neighborhoods are among the most significant and contain truly irreplaceable, beautiful
examples of Spanish Colonial Revival, Art Deco, and Normandy Revival architecture in the City of Los Angeles. 

I am so very proud of this neighborhood and the incredible legacy of Los Angeles architecture that it represents. With its
high pitched roofline, leaded glass windows, ornate iron work, and the distinctive tiles on the stairs, The Walter
Bollenbacher Duplex stands as an example of the Southern California architecture worthy of saving. 
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I am very much for progress and growth and the plans for the city excite me. Yet, I still want us to maintain reverence for
what makes Los Angeles so special, so unique, so beautiful.

We urge the Cultural Heritage Commission to ensure this property (and its contextual district) is preserved by supporting
the neighborhood HCM nomination for The Walter Bollenbacher Duplex at 1054-56 South Orange Grove.

Sent from my iPhone
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February 27, 2020

Melissa Jones
Office of Historic Resources, Department of City Planning
221 N. Figueroa St., Suite 1350
Los Angeles, CA 90012

RE: Support the Historic-Cultural Monument nomination of the International Institute of Los Angeles, 435 
S. Boyle Avenue 

Dear Ms. Jones,

On behalf of the Boyle Heights Neighborhood Council, we unanimously have voted on February 26, 2020 
to support the Historic-Cultural Monument nomination of the International Institute of Los Angeles 
located at 435 S. Boyle Avenue in Boyle Heights. The International Institute of Los Angeles is significant 
for its associations with Progressive Era reform, women’s social movements, and patterns of immigration 
in Los Angeles. As a community-serving institution, the property represents Boyle Heights’ ethno-racial 
diversity and is an excellent example of Spanish Colonial Revival architecture in an institutional setting.  

Our neighborhood’s history has many facets, and historic preservation helps tell these stories, our 
stories. In fact, the one of the new board members elected shared his family history in relationship the the 
International Institute of Los Angeles. Boyle Heights is rich with history and culture and it the board 
recognizes the importance of protecting these monuments because it is our shared connection that 
makes us so unique. 

There are many historic and culturally significant resources in Boyle Heights, yet few have been locally 
designated. We urge you to take into consideration the designation of the International Institute of Los 
Angeles. Please do not hesitate to contact me at (213) 342-1380  or polanco.bhnc@gmail.com should you 
have any questions or concerns. 
 

Sincerely,

Veronica Polanco, President 
Boyle Heights Neighborhood Council 
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Planning CHC <chc@lacity.org>

Fwd: draft
1 message

Melissa Jones <melissa.jones@lacity.org> Tue, Mar 3, 2020 at 2:02 PM
To: Planning CHC <chc@lacity.org>, Lambert Giessinger <lambert.giessinger@lacity.org>

Melissa Jones
City Planning Associate
Office of Historic Resources, Los Angeles City Planning
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 1350
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Planning4LA.org
T: (213) 847-3679 

          

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Steve Voss <SVoss@iilosangeles.org>
Date: Fri, Feb 28, 2020 at 1:14 PM
Subject: draft
To: Melissa Jones <melissa.jones@lacity.org>

Hi  Thanks for taking my call this morning and again now.

 

As I said then, we have a brief statement to present to the Commission on Thursday, March 4 at 10 a.m.

 

Its current draft follows here below.

 

Please send it to the Commission and make sure we are slotted for our 10 minutes as allowed for on the agenda.

 

See you Thursday.

 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------

DRAFT Statement of IILA to the Commission
 

Good Morning, I am Steve Voss, CEO of IILA and property owner of the building in question at 435 S. Boyle Avenue.

 

Since 1914 we have delivered a wealth of social services to the L.A. community, many from the subject property at 435 S.
Boyle Ave.

https://planning4la.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/search/221+North+Figueroa+Street,+Suite+1350+Los+Angeles,+CA++90012?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/221+North+Figueroa+Street,+Suite+1350+Los+Angeles,+CA++90012?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.facebook.com/Planning4LA/
https://www.instagram.com/planning4la/
https://twitter.com/planning4la
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChl2PmRhAzUf158o0vZjnHw/videos
https://www.linkedin.com/company/los-angeles-department-of-city-planning
http://bit.ly/DCPEmail
mailto:SVoss@iilosangeles.org
mailto:melissa.jones@lacity.org
https://www.google.com/maps/search/435+S.+Boyle+Avenue?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/435+S.+Boyle+Ave?entry=gmail&source=g
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But now we are in need of selling it after so many years.

 

Also here today are the following representatives of IILA.

Anita Castellanos,(Not yet confirmed) Board member of IILA and community member

Steven J.  Holt, IILA Board Chair
Damon Feldmeth, Realtor handling the sale of said property

 

Despite apparent requirements to do so,

·       we have received no certified letters or notices about this planned historical designation

·       This absence of notice left us blind-sided on this matter despite being owners, and

·       Nonetheless, despite apparent requirements, such application for historical designation was filed last
August; and

·       No request to visit or see the building were either made nor denied.

 

The 435 S. Boyle building is for sale because it has declined so much that it poses an economic hardship on IILA to retain
and operate

 

 

 

E. Stephen Voss

President and CEO

International Institute of Los Angeles

3845 Selig Place

Los Angeles, CA 90031

www.iilosangeles.org

(323)224-3800

 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/3845+Selig+Place+%0D%0A+Los+Angeles,+CA+90031?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/3845+Selig+Place+%0D%0A+Los+Angeles,+CA+90031?entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.iilosangeles.org/
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Planning CHC <chc@lacity.org>

Stires Staircase Bungalow Court
1 message

Katie Greenway <katiegreenway@gmail.com> Tue, Mar 3, 2020 at 10:02 AM
To: chc@lacity.org, lambert.giessinger@lacity.org, melissa.jones@lacity.org, councilmember.cedillo@lacity.org,
gerald.gubatan@lacity.org, ricardo.x.flores@lacity.org, afine@laconservancy.org

Dear Cultural Heritage Commission,

I'm writing in support of the historic nomination for the Stires Staircase Bungalow Court at 1251 - 1259 Sunset Blvd (Case
#CHC 2020-896-HCM).

Bungalow courts are part of what make Echo Park and Angeleno heights so special. Unfortunately they're becoming more
and more rare and are worth preserving. Please consider granting this property historical status. 

Thank you,

Katie Greenway
An Echo Park resident of 9 years

https://www.google.com/maps/search/1251+-+1259+Sunset+Blvd?entry=gmail&source=g
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Planning CHC <chc@lacity.org>

Stires Staircase Bungalow Court
1 message

Carolyn Holm <carolynholm11@gmail.com> Tue, Mar 3, 2020 at 10:53 AM
To: chc@lacity.org
Cc: lambert.giessinger@lacity.org, melissa.jones@lacity.org, councilmember.cedillo@lacity.org, gerald.gubatan@lacity.org,
ricardo.x.flores@lacity.org, afine@laconservancy.org

Dear Cultural Heritage Commission,
I am writing in support of the historic nomination for the Stires Staircase Bungalow Court on Sunset Boulevard. I am not a
resident of Los Angeles, I live in Berkeley, but I frequently visit. My daughter lives in Angelino Heights, and I love the
Angelino Heights and Echo Park area - for the lake, for its diversity, and for the character of the neighborhood, with its
lovely old homes. The bungalow courts are part of this - they are such an iconic Old LA treasure! There are so few of
them left - they should be saved, not demolished. 
Thank you for your support!
Carolyn Holm

If you love animals, my blog will make you smile!  blog.carolynholm.com 

http://blog.carolynholm.com/
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