
GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE CONTENTS OF THIS FILE 

Submissions by the public in compliance with the Commission Rules and Operating 
Procedures (ROPs), Rule 4.3, are distributed to the Commission and uploaded online. 
Please note that “compliance” means that the submission complies with deadline, delivery 
method (hard copy and/or electronic) AND the number of copies.  Please review the 
Commission ROPs to ensure that you meet the submission requirements. The ROPs can be 
accessed at http://planning.lacity.org, by selecting “Commissions & Hearings” and 
selecting the specific Commission. 

All compliant submissions may be accessed as follows: 

• “Initial Submissions”: Compliant submissions received no later than by end of
day Monday of the week prior to the meeting, which are not integrated by reference
or exhibit in the Staff Report, will be appended at the end of the Staff Report.  The
Staff Report is linked to the case number on the specific meeting agenda.

• “Secondary Submissions”: Submissions received after the Initial Submission
deadline up to 48-hours prior to the Commission meeting are contained in this file
and bookmarked by the case number.

• “Day of Hearing Submissions”: Submissions after the Secondary Submission
deadline up to and including the day of the Commission meeting will be uploaded to
this file within two business days after the Commission meeting.

Material which does not comply with the submission rules is not distributed to the 
Commission.  

ENABLE BOOKMARS ONLINE: 

**If you are using Explorer, you  need  will need to enable  the Acrobat    toolbar to 
see  the bookmarks on the left side of the screen. 

If you are using Chrome, the bookmarks are on the upper right-side of the screen. If you 
do not want to use the bookmarks, simply scroll through the file. 

If you have any questions, please contact the Commission Office at (213) 978-1300. 

http://planning.lacity.org/
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350 South Bixel Street | Suite 100 | Los Angeles, CA 90017 | Tel 213.797.5994 | www.bialav.org 

“The Voice of Building and Development” 
 

May 13, 2020 
 
May Sirinopwongsagon 
City Planner 
200 N Spring Street, Room 621 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Re: Approve Vista El Sereno – Area Planning Commission 
 
Dear Ms. Sirinopwongsagon: 
 
The Los Angeles/Ventura Chapter of the Building Industry Association of 
Southern California, Inc. (BIA), is a non-profit trade association of nearly 
1,200 companies employing over 100,000 people all affiliated with 
building housing for all. On behalf of our membership, we would like to 
express our support for the approval of Vista El Sereno. This project will 
provide homeownership opportunities for many families across the City 
of Los Angeles. 
  
Currently, California is facing one of the most drastic housing shortages 
in the nation. A recent McKinsey Global Institute report estimated that 
the State needs 3.5 million units of housing to fill this gap and the 
Southern California Association of Governments estimates that the LA 
Metro area needs 1.4 million units of housing. The City of Los Angeles, 
alone, will be responsible for providing nearly 500,00 new housing units 
by 2029 as projected by the Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) 
allocation numbers. Every new unit of housing in the City is necessary. 
Vista El Sereno is a step in the right direction in helping to alleviate this 
crisis by replacing an underutilized site with 42 single-family homes.  
 
There are many added benefits for the City that result from the 
production of housing. Vista El Sereno will strengthen the local economy 
with new investment and generate revenue for Los Angeles. This project 
will accumulate more than $1 million in taxes and fees in just one year 
and it will create construction jobs during this difficult economic 
condition. Estimates show that for each unit of housing at least three 
jobs are produced. Further, the infusion of work and future residents 
will help support local businesses.   
 
In addition to improving the economic sustainability of the community, 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Dave Little, Pardee Homes. 
President 
 

Neils Cotter, Carmel Partners  
Vice President 
 

Derek Fraychineaud, CIM Group 
Vice President  
 

Kevin Harbison, New Urban West 
Vice President 
 

Larry Hoffman, Fassberg Contracting Corporation 
Vice President 
 

John Hrovat, Equity Residential 
Vice President  
 

Greg McWilliams, FivePoint 
Vice President 
 

Monica Mejia, LINC Housing 
Vice President  
 

Jeremy Parness, Lennar 
Vice President 
 

Frank Su, Toll Brothers 
Vice President  
 
 

Henrik Nazarian, D & D Engineering, Inc. 
Secretary, Treasurer 
 

Derek Leavitt, Modative, Inc. 
Immediate Past-President  
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Tyler Bargiel, Wells Fargo 

Rocco Cordola, Gothic Landscape 

Lauren Cross, City Ventures 

Donna Deutchman, Homes 4 Families  

George Dickerson, All Promotions Etc. 

Richard Dunbar, Oakridge Landscape, Inc. 

Ryan Flautz, KTGY Architecture & Planning, Inc. 

Mike Frasco, Bio Clean Environmental Services 

Amy Freilich, Armbruster Goldsmith & Delvac LLP 

David Grunwald, National CORE 

Peter Gutierrez, Latham & Watkins 

Andy Henderson, The Henderson Law Firm 

Marc Huffman, Brookfield Residential 

Krysti Irving, Landscape Development, Inc. 

Karl Mallick, David Evans & Associates,  

Bill McReynolds, Warmington Group 

Greg Medeiros, Tejon Ranch Company 

Brian Murtaugh, Loan Depot  

John Musella, The Musella Group 

Scott Ouellette, Williams Homes 

Erik Pfahler, Borstein Enterprises  

Harriet Rapista, Comstock Homes 

Darrell Simien, Habitat for Humanity of Greater LA 

Alyssa Trebil, DuctTesters, Inc. 

Brett Trebil, Watt Communities  

Christine Villegas, Chelsea Investment Corp 

Rick White, Larrabure Framing 

http://www.bialav.org/
https://www.mckinsey.com/featured-insights/urbanization/closing-californias-housing-gap
http://www.scag.ca.gov/programs/Pages/Housing.aspx
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“The Voice of Building and Development” 
 

this project will maintain consistency in character with the surrounding neighborhood. The property 
that El Sereno is proposed to be built on has been vacant and deteriorating for many years, leaving 
a gap in an otherwise vibrant residential block. In working with the community, the project 
producers have committed to improve El Sereno’s existing parks, enhance the safety of the 
neighborhood, and minimize any negative impacts. We are proud to support these critical efforts in 
the creation of housing opportunities.  
 
For these reasons, we would like to urge the City to approve the Vista El Sereno housing 
development. Thank you for your consideration of this request. Should you have any questions, 
please contact BIA-LAV Director of Government Affairs, Diana Coronado at dcoronado@bialav.org. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Tim Piasky   
Chief Executive Officer 
BIA-Los Angeles/Ventura 
 
Sent via e-mail  
 
CC: Area Planning Commission  
 

http://www.bialav.org/
mailto:dcoronado@bialav.org
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