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Law Office of Keith W. Pritsker
25670 Smoketree Lane, Valencia, CA 91381
Ph. (661) 644-5749 Fax (661) 255-1925
Email: keith@pritskerconsulting.com
Website: www.pritskerconsulting.com

October 21, 2021
Via Email
North Valley Area Planning Commission
Care of Alice Inawat
Commission Executive Assistant
apcnorthvalley@lacity.org

Re: Item #6, Regular Meeting Agenda, Oct. 21, 2021
Zone Variance Appeal Opposition
Case No. ZA-2018-7197-ZV

Dear Honorable Commissioners:

This letter is written on behalf of Dan Baldwin, the owner of L.A. Hydrojet, located
at 10639 West Wixom Street, Sun Valley, CA 91351 concerning the variance appeal
application of their business neighbors at 10644-10648 West Wixom Street and 7712-
7716 North Clybourn Avenue, Sun Valley, CA 91351.

Mr. Baldwin has been operating from this location since 1992. Since that time he
has expanded his rooter service into a multi-million dollar business, employing over 75
people who responded last year to over 52,000 clients. This work has been done over
decades without adversely affecting the neighborhood in which their business is
located.

For many years he and his neighbors have struggled with the body shop
businesses practices that have endangered the health, safety and peaceful enjoyment
of their community. Cars are often double and triple parked on the street. Residents
often cannot park near their homes. Trash bins cannot be placed in the street for pick
up. These auto body shops use the public streets as if it were their own private parking
lot. They park vehicles at red curbs, in front of fire hydrants, in traffic lanes in addition to
engaging in vehicle repair in the streets and leaving toxic waste behind. That
accumulated waste threatens to cause the City to violate its NPDES storm water permit
from the Regional Water Quality Control Board in addition to fouling our river and
coastal waters. Their regular practice of sanding and painting cars in the street fouls
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the local air in which there are businesses and residents included a child day care
center across the street. One employee of this center spoke at the July 27, 2020
hearing in opposition.

This habitual practice threatens not only the safe regular flow of traffic through
the area but the ability of emergency vehicles of our police and fire departments to
access many of the adjacent properties.

During the July 27, 2020 hearing on this matter, 8 persons spoke in opposition to
this variance applicafion. No local residents spoke in support. The hearing
administrator extended the period of evidence submittal on this matter for over three
months. During that time no additional information has been submitted in support of the
application.

As a consequence of this deplorable state of affairs, Jonathan Hershey, the
Associate Zoning Administrator assigned to this application, denied the variance in a
lengthy and carefully reasoned determination on April 16, 2021. The applicant has
appealed that determination. Although the applicant’s representative has said that the
tenants’ illegal activities would be corrected this has not been the case.

The business owners have continued their illegal and unsafe business practices
(see attachments). Their own application indicates that they have held South Coast Air
Quality Management District (SCAQMD) spray booth permits for many years. Yet they
failed to obtain legal authority from the City to use them.

Their advocate contends that since the body shop usage preceded the
construction of homes across the street that they are entitled to continue their behavior
and even expand it. They fail to understand that hundreds of years of land use
determinations have well established the principle that neighborhood uses should and
to require changes consistent with evolving land use patterns.

The applicant property owners have allowed their property to be used by
scofflaws for many years. The City ought not reward such practices with a variance that
will further worsen a deplorable set of conditions.

Respectfully Submitted,
~ Vi 1 . e
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Keith Pritsker
Law Office of Keith W. Pritsker

attachments




10/21/21, 2:22 PM Picture - apcnorthvalley@lacity.org

Subject: Picture

2 Frances Cole <FCole@lahydrojet.com> Tue, Jul 6, 1:
* to Keith Pritsker

Attached is a picture showing they blocked the gate from being opened.

-Frances

From: Fran Cole <franvictoria@hotmail.com>
Sent: Friday, July 2, 2021 10:58 AM

To: Frances Cole <FCole@lahydrojet.com>
Subject:

Get Outlook for iOS

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0wlgZB7Cnalxt95G5Xzgni9yxPC3IQkDQjxY FJvGOqoWwHb/u/0/?ui=2&view=btop&ver=10poj21oepvec&msg=%... 1/1


mailto:franvictoria@hotmail.com
mailto:FCole@lahydrojet.com
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2faka.ms%2fo0ukef&c=E,1,tn-KcwjNhFXzxuNuVpERE20ZFLbWxvToK4AfZeB3bKHGw9xZiSXYc7BZR4c_hWb-hm1Z3PTd6Itz_hMPsNY0netNkK771w5WhzjE9TT4iXwE_nI,&typo=1
https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0wlgZB7CnaIxt95G5Xzgnl9yxPC3IQkDQjxYFJvGOqoWwHb/u/0?ui=2&ik=358dfa33f0&attid=0.4.0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1714256276695932864&th=17ca43004a71dfc0&view=att&disp=safe
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10/21/21, 2:22 PM FW: Picture of Street - apcnorthvalley@lacity.org

Subject: FW: Picture of Street

2 Frances Cole <FCole@lahydrojet.com> Tue, Jul 6, 1:
* to Keith Pritsker

You are viewing an attached message. City of Los Angeles Mail can't verify
the authenticity of attached messages.

Hi Keith,
Attached is a picture of the street taken last week.

-Frances

From: Fran Cole <franvictoria@hotmail.com>
Sent: Friday, July 2, 2021 10:58 AM

To: Frances Cole <FCole@lahydrojet.com>
Subject:

Get Outlook for iOS

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0wlgZB7Cnalxt95G5Xzgni9yxPC3IQkDQjxY FJvGOqoWwHb/u/0/?ui=2&view=btop&ver=10poj21oepvec&msg=%... 1/1


mailto:franvictoria@hotmail.com
mailto:FCole@lahydrojet.com
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2faka.ms%2fo0ukef&c=E,1,2XsBGHwZ4xjf0QqVip84aku-9_OB3htzyc-ZltiMohQIzzBmER7zDegpIK95raJHAeKN6cEF6xPq8b3OcWywDf48rXkNQ2G67wlNjWQNwLG08Jjqcow1aKNET_bM&typo=1
https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0wlgZB7CnaIxt95G5Xzgnl9yxPC3IQkDQjxYFJvGOqoWwHb/u/0?ui=2&ik=358dfa33f0&attid=0.3.0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1714256276695932864&th=17ca43004a71dfc0&view=att&disp=safe




10/21/21, 2:22 PM Neighbors - apcnorthvalley@]acity.org

Subject: Neighbors

2 Frances Cole <FCole@lahydrojet.com> Wed, Oct 20, 1:14 PM (1 ¢
* to Keith Pritsker

You are viewing an attached message. City of Los Angeles Mail can't verify
the authenticity of attached messages.

Hi Keith,

They are double and triple parking every day. It never changes. The park on the sidewalk too. And their custome
block people from entering our front door.

See attached photo from today.

From: Fran Cole <franvictoria@hotmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 20, 2021 1:07 PM
To: Frances Cole <ECole@]lahydrojet.com>
Subject:

Get Outlook for iOS

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwlgZB7Cnalxt95G5Xzgni9yxPC3IQkDQjxY FJvGOgoWwHb/u/0/?ui=2&view=btop&ver=10poj21oepvec&msg=%... 1/1


mailto:franvictoria@hotmail.com
mailto:FCole@lahydrojet.com
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2faka.ms%2fo0ukef&c=E,1,RVM9DmnV7WH-GziJMR5i5MXnZqvsk43owUiAQt95ghCb_DpIrEHvATQfqHyaZLv3boaVkS8qPCc29JP0Uo4ofMOg8B2XWZKaaftTJ0WarqB4mrERPmEWVI6L778f&typo=1
https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0wlgZB7CnaIxt95G5Xzgnl9yxPC3IQkDQjxYFJvGOqoWwHb/u/0?ui=2&ik=358dfa33f0&attid=0.2.0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1714256276695932864&th=17ca43004a71dfc0&view=att&disp=safe
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