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Planning CHC <chc@lacity.org>

Thomas A. Churchill Home HCM #568

1 message

Mary Rajswing <rajswing2@aol.com> Thu, May 19, 2022 at 4:28 PM
To: chc@lacity.org

Dear Commissioners,

| took part in this morning’s hearing, and my neighbors and | thank you for the efforts you have pledged to undertake to
remedy the large-scale destruction of the property at 215 South Wilton Place.

Many relevant points were made, but others were not concluded. For example, the name of the buyer’s realtor was never
identified.

Also, wouldn’t the contractor who supervised the unpermitted demolition be cited and perhaps lose his license, this in
addition to the pending penalty for breaking the Mills Act contract?

As a Mills Act beneficiary who has spent tax savings in the proper maintenance of my historic home (HCM # 1005), | am
appalled that the Owners were able to pay the reduced property taxes inherent in a ‘whole’ monument property and
perhaps use the savings to fund the demolition! As Commissioner Kennard said, « not one cent » of taxpayer money
should be sacrificed for willful disregard for city rules.

We have been told repeatedly that allowing the front yard to deteriorate (lawn and mature trees not watered, lawn
collasping on all sides) is not enforceable. How is that possible? There is no « security lighting », just a few lights on in
the house 24/7 which is just as bad, in terms of a house appearing abandonned, as no lights.

I look forward to the creation of the subcommittee, to your commission remaining involved, to allowing time for our
Greater Wilshire Neighborhood Council and its Land Use Committee to weigh in, and imposition of a bond to insure that
the restoration work, once approved, actually occurs.

Thank you very much,
Mary Sheehan Rajswing
220 S Wilton PI

Los Angeles, CA 90004
213-365-2437

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0yzpqw8yDDqCRmM2Bx_eYLXcqcRzQy3A3ZkDwCOAFCTdIFjE/u/0/?ik=af94feea32&view=pt&search=all&permth... 1/1
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Please support HCM - CHC 2021-10737-HCM hollywood home savings bldg

1 message

Planning CHC <chc@lacity.org>

Judy Reidel <jjreidel@hotmail.com> Tue, Mar 15, 2022 at 1:21 AM

To: "chc@lacity.org" <chc@lacity.org>, "Craig.bullock@lacity.org" <Craig.bullock@lacity.org>, "Melissa.jones@lacity.org"
<Melissa.jones@lacity.org>, "Ken.Bernstein@]acity.org" <Ken.Bernstein@]acity.org>, "lambert.giessinger@lacity.org"
<lambert.giessinger@]acity.org>, "hollywoodheritage@gmail.com" <hollywoodheritage@gmail.com>

Cc: Judy Reidel <jjreidel@hotmail.com>

Hello

I grew up in hollywood and always loved n was customer here. Please save it from future demolition w

proper historic designations and protections I support historic preservation. I live in hpoz country Club
park Thanks

Judy reidel

1121 S Gramercy Place LA 90019

Here’s more info

Dear Councilmember,

Please vote to support the nomination for the Hollywood Savings and Loan Building (CHC-2021-
10737-HCM), located at 1500 - 1518 North Vine Street, as a Historical-Cultural Monument. For
decades this building has held the vision and heritage of Hollywood through

its artwork, which celebrates the innovation and creative spark renowned throughout the world. It is
essential to protect the building and its artwork for all the generations that are to come.

A designation of HCM allows for important acknowledgment of not only the current structure but also
the role this particular location has played in Hollywood throughout the decades. Please protect this
treasure so that it can inspire many others.

Thank you for your time and support.

xxx judy reidel
323-731-4200
Sent from my iPhone

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwWP2TT8XkMB0g4-MiuV-ewmquQvCmXWukh4QMKj|271Yz1a0/u/0/?ik=af94feea32&view=pt&search=all&permt...
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RE: CHC-2022-3207-HCM, Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak -- SUPPLEMENTAL
Significance Narrative + addendum and bibliography, submitted by West Adams
Heritage (attached)

1 message

Planning CHC <chc@lacity.org>

Laura Meyers <lauramink@aol.com> Thu, May 26, 2022 at 3:28 PM

Reply-To: Laura Meyers <lauramink@aol.com>

To: "chc@lacity.org" <chc@lacity.org>, "ken.bernstein@lacity.org" <ken.bernstein@lacity.org>,
"lambert.giessinger@lacity.org" <lambert.giessinger@lacity.org>, "melissa.jones@lacity.org" <melissa.jones@]lacity.org>,
"houseofrina@hotmail.com” <houseofrina@hotmail.com>, "hakeem.parke-davis@lacity.org" <hakeem.parke-
davis@lacity.org>, "kimani.black@lacity.org" <kimani.black@lacity.org>

Cc: "indiejean@att.net" <indiejean@att.net>, "preservation@westadamsheritage.org"”
<preservation@westadamsheritage.org>, "president@westadamsheritage.org" <president@westadamsheritage.org>,
"info@westadamsheritage.org" <info@westadamsheritage.org>, "kyleopncwest@gmail.com" <kyleopncwest@gmail.com>

May 26, 2022
Dear Cultural Heritage Commission, Commission Staff and the Office of Historic Resources;
Melissa, Lambert and Ken:

As has been discussed, West Adams Heritage Association and several of its volunteers began
working on an HCM submission in February when we learned of the existence of the Cornelius
Johnson Olympic Oak tree (that is, of its existence in a neighborhood adjacent to the Historic West
Adams District) -- and nearly simultaneously we also learned that the tree and the Johnson Family
House are endangered.

We also learned from Ken that another team of advocates was working on an HCM nomination.
We were "late to the game" on that effort, and after consulting with them a few times we agreed
that WAHA would continue to pursue a deep dive into research while they finalized their HCM
application. That application has been accepted, deemed complete, and is on the June 2, 2022
Cultural Heritage Commission agenda.

Attached please find WAHA's Supplemental Significance Statement narrative, which also
includes a supplemental bibliography related to this significance statement. Our effort is not
intended to compete with the original submission, but rather expands upon it. Of course there is
some overlap! We are all telling the same story about an iconic tree, and a record-setting athlete,
in the context of the 1936 Berlin Olympic Games hosted by Germany's Nazi regime and Adolph
Hitler, along with an America where Black athletes faced discrimination on and off the field.

For this narrative, we did choose to formally evaluate the historical narrative in terms of the
Cultural Heritage Ordinance Criteria. But, again, this is not meant to conflict with the original
nomination, just to further expand on the information available to you for your consideration, and of
course for the record for future readers.

Please add this to the public file/digital folder for next week's hearing, and for Commission
consideration -- it is lengthy but meets the criteria for advance submissions.

Thank you very much -- | appreciate this may be a long, but we hope interesting, read.

Best regards,
https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwg6mXd7k-K4oUyc7SVJi5R_vjmsetoD83NMpn2If7Jdsok/u/0/?ik=af94feea32&view=pt&search=all&permthid=t...

12



5/26/22, 3:39 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - RE: CHC-2022-3207-HCM, Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak -- SUPPLEMENTAL Significance Narrative...

Laura Meyers
323-868-0854

Rina Rubenstein
323-313-9904

info@westadamsheritage.org

Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak_1156 S Hobart_CHC-2022-3207_Supplemental Significance
Statement. WAHA..pdf
5090K

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwg6mXd7k-K4oUyc7SVJi5R_vjmsetoD83NMpn2If7Jdsok/u/0/?ik=af94feea32&view=pt&search=all&permthid=t...  2/2



Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak and Johnson Family Residence - CHC-2022-3207-HCM
1156 S. Hobart Blvd., Los Angeles 90019
Submitted by West Adams Heritage Association, Laura Meyers and Rina Rubenstein

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND, CONTEXT AND
SUPPLEMENTAL SIGNIFICANCE STATEMENT

INTRODUCTION

The Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak is an icon for its neighborhood, towering over the tops of the
community’s one- and two-story homes, and readily visible from a nearby elementary schoolyard.
Passersby may not know its history as a sapling grown in a German forest in 1936, and then gifted to an
Olympic gold medalist, who carried it 6,000 miles home to Los Angeles, where it was planted in his
parents’ backyard, and still honors his memory. They may not know of the pioneering Black family who
nurtured their son’s tree for another six decades. But they can see and feel its presence, and enjoy the
shade cast by its 50-foot canopy.

The nomination of the Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak and the Johnson family home seeks to designate
both the tree and the entire property where it has been rooted for nearly nine decades. The extended
Johnson family — not just Cornelius, but his parents and grandparents, siblings and cousins — together
tell an important Los Angeles story.

As we move to acknowledge L.A.’s multi-faceted histories and celebrate its mosaic of cultures, it's
important to note not only struggles and suffering, but also triumphs and accomplishments. Cornelius
Johnson’s family home and the Olympic Oak help demonstrate that our city was built not only by the
wealthy and famous, but also by working-class men and women whose names may be unknown but
whose dreams created a home and a community. The house at 1156 So. Hobart Blvd. may be a modest,
vernacular bungalow but it is also a window into a lesser-documented chapter in L.A.’s African
American heritage, and the history and growth of the city as a whole.
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S.C. Johnson* quite literally built his own house in 1905, on land that had been beyond city limits when
he, his mother, his future wife, and his mother-in-law came to California in the early 1890s, part of a
stream of restless and ambitious African Americans from the South. They came without money or much
education (neither of Cornelius's grandmothers could read or write). They worked hard, often at menial
jobs; saved money, built homes, and invested in real estate; they raised families and made sure their
children got an education. They paid their taxes, voted in elections, supported a thriving Black press,
joined churches and clubs. Their families grew and succeeded. They were the essential workers of their
day, and their stories are essential to our historical understanding.

And in the Johnson family’s case, their family included a great athlete, who would bring honor to his
country, his city, and his heritage.

The Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak is now a mature, healthy, majestic 86-year-old oak tree. Rising 46
feet high, it serves as a living memorial to one of Los Angeles’s greatest home-grown athletes. The
Olympic Oak is also emblematic; it represents, some might say, a triumph of good over evil.

In 1936, Cornelius Johnson was one of 18 African American athletes who represented the United States
at the infamous Nazi Olympics in Berlin. On the first day of competition, as Johnson won gold in the
high jump, he also set an Olympic world record that stood until 1952.

! A note about names: There seems to be a great deal of flexibility as to the spelling of names and precision of dates.
Cornelius’s father is referred to as Shadrick, Shadrach, Sherderick, Shadreak, Shedwick, Shade, Cedric, and several other
variations; he signed his name as S.C., which is how his obituary referred to him. We have chosen to use “S. C.” Cornelius’s
paternal grandmother was Charlotte or Charlotta; his maternal grandmother was Bessie, Betty, or Bettie Cooper; his sister
was Perlita or Pearlita. When Cornelius’s sister Ruby filed a legal affidavit in 1966 for her brother Theodore, whose 1904
birth certificate had not specified a given name, she chose different versions of their parents’ names than what they’d
submitted at the birth. Cornelius’s maternal aunt’s marriage license refers to her on one line as Maud and another as
Maude. She was married to Clarence Waters, but was later known as Maude Johnson, though it’s unclear why she used that
name.
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Hitler and the Nazis wanted to use the 1936 Olympics as propaganda to show their glory to the world.
The German Olympic organizers promised a set of gifts to every gold medal-winning athlete: a wreath
of oak leaves, the gold medal itself, an oak sapling, and a handshake from der Fuhrer himself.

The Berlin Olympic Committee called the specially-grown saplings a "beautiful symbol of German
character, power, strength, and hospitality.” This symbolism ties to a long history of venerating the oak
as a sacred tree reaching back to Celtic and Germanic tribes in Roman times. In the 20th century, the
oak became the favorite badge of right-wing Germans and their nationalism. The National Socialists
continued this line and used the oak as a symbol for the strength and endurance of the nation under
Nazism.

Of course, Hitler had every expectation that only Aryan athletes would win gold medals. On the first day
of competition, he did visibly clasp the hands of the German and Finnish gold medalists. But later in the
day, when Cornelius Johnson won the high jump, Hitler left the stadium, thereby avoiding shaking
Johnson’s hand.

Johnson and his teammates who won silver and bronze in the event all stood on the medal stand,
Cornelius clutching his oak. These young men also led a daring protest against the Nazi government that
hosted the games. Hitler left his very visible loge box about five minutes before the last medal ceremony
of the day, the ceremony for the three American men’s high jump medalists: Cornelius Johnson (gold
medal), David Albritton (silver) and Delos Thurber (bronze). Johnson and Albritton were Black.

While on the victory stand for the high jump event, Johnson, Albritton and Thurber performed the
Bellamy or Flag Salute (arms outstretched, palms facing up), which was, from 1892 until the 1940s, the
official stance for the American Pledge of Allegiance, performed by schoolchildren as well as adults.? In
the opening ceremonies, delegations from other countries had given the Nazi or Olympic salutes. The
gesture of the high jump medalists was forever frozen in time in the pages of the Official Report of the
Xlth Olympic Games.

2 Stefani, Raymond T., "Johnson, Albritton, and Thurber’s Patriotic and Defiant Bellamy Salute in Response to Hitler’s Snub
at Berlin in 1936" The Sport Journal, September 22, 2015

https://thesportjournal.org/article/johnson-albritton-and-thurbers-patriotic-and-defiant-bellamy-salute-in-response-to-hitlers-snub-at-

berlin-in-1936/

In 1892, Francis Bellamy published the Pledge of Allegiance to the American flag (1). To accompany the recital of
that pledge, Bellamy provided instructions for a salute to the American flag. “At a signal from the Principal the
pupils ... face the flag. Another signal is given: each pupil gives the flag the military salute — right hand lifted, palm
downward, to a line with the forehead. Standing thus, all repeat together slowly ‘I pledge allegiance to my Flag...".
At the words ‘to my flag’ the right hand is extended gracefully, palm upward, toward the flag...” (Note that “to my
flag” is now worded “to the flag of the United States of America”.) If we search for “Bellamy Salute” using Google
Images and Google Videos, we will find a number of photos and videos showing American school children of the
1920s to early 1940s performing the military salute followed by extending the arm.
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https://thesportjournal.org/article/johnson-albritton-and-thurbers-patriotic-and-defiant-bellamy-salute-in-response-to-hitlers-snub-at-berlin-in-1936/

Medal Ceremony for the Men’s High Jump:
From left to right, Thurber, Johnson, and Albritton, performing the two steps of the Bellamy Salute
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Upon Johnson’s return to Los Angeles, his Olympic Oak tree was planted at his family home on Hobart
Boulevard (where he had grown up, and on land owned by his grandmother beginning in 1896). It was,
and is, an enduring monument to his own win, and a remembrance of a time when Black athletes from
the U.S. symbolized victory over the racist, supremacist Aryan credo of the Nazi government that

sponsored the 1936 games.

& I- .:-:!-' .
Back stateside, 1936 USA Olympic gold medalists Cornelius Johnson
and Forrest Townes show off their oaks

(left), Jesse Owens

This tree needs and deserves our protection as a landmark to make its story known to wider audiences.

i

Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak / Johnson Family Home, Supplemental Statement -- CHC-2022-3207-HCM




Additionally, Cornelius Cooper Johnson’s parents, and grandparents on both sides, were pioneers in the
Los Angeles black community. They had arrived in Los Angeles in the early 1890s. By 1897, Charlotte
Johnson, Cornelius’s grandmother, and S.C. Johnson, her son and Cornelius’s father, had purchased land
and-settled into a Victorian cottage on a large lot at the northeast corner of Pellissier (soon renamed
“Hobart”) and 12th Street.

S.C. Johnson was born in Reconstruction-era North Carolina in 1870. In Los Angeles he worked as a
plasterer — sometimes credited as the first licensed African American plastering contractor in Los
Angeles — who in later decades worked on commercial buildings including the former May Company on
Wilshire Boulevard, as well as fancy estates designed by architect Paul R. Williams.

In 1903, S. C. Johnson married Pearl Lucille Cooper, and soon built a new house next door to the
original cottage. This bungalow at 1156 S. Hobart is where S.C. and Pearl raised five children, including
Cornelius Johnson, and where the family planted the Olympic Oak tree.

For almost a century, until 1994, the property was owned by the Johnson family. It is now threatened by
Los Angeles’s rapid development.

The principal HCM nomination includes a proposed monument description of both the tree and the
house. This supplemental document expands on the significance statement, historical background, and
historical context, to amplify the Johnson Family Home and the Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak’s
significance.

DESIGNATION CRITERIA:

The Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak and the Johnson Family Home property in its entirety is eligible
for designation as a Los Angeles Historic Cultural Monument.

The three criteria for HCM designation, stated in the Cultural Heritage Ordinance Section 22.171.7, are
listed below:

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant
contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or
community;

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local
history; or

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; or
represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius
influenced his or her age.
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The Cornelius Johnson Olympics Oak Tree qualifies as an HCM under Criterion No. 1, as
it is identified with an important event of international, national and local history, e.g.,
the 1936 Olympics in Berlin, in Nazi Germany.

Hitler intended the Berlin Olympics to be a showcase for Germany’s athletic prowess and, specifically,
Aryan culture, and it was. In advance of the games, he announced that every gold medal winner would
receive a gift of an oak sapling in commemoration of the victory won in Germany.

The oak sapling was not chosen randomly. For centuries, the oak tree was linked with pride to Germany,
as a national symbol standing for endurance, fortitude, loyalty, reliability, and, above all, strength. Oaks
were and still are depicted in artwork, literature, and on German coins. But for Hitler, the massive size
and strength of the chosen variety of German oak variety symbolized the greatness of the “Fatherland.”

The oak has been used as a symbol in German currency. Unity, justice
and freedom were evoked by the oak on the Weimar Republic's 5 Mark
coin. After Germany's defeat in World War 11, the currency was
reformed, with new symbols indicating a fresh start. The mighty oak
tree, used for centuries to symbolize nationalism and power, shrank to a
little oak sprig held in her hands by a pregnant woman (left). Today, an
oak sprig is depicted on a German Euro coin (right).

In 1937, the XIth Olympic Games Official Report noted that one-year-old seedlings (the Report referred
to the species “quercus pedunculata™?®) were acquired in the Spring of 1935 from the Schleswig-Holstein
marsh district, and then specially cultivated. “They were planted in special soil, trimmed repeatedly,
rendered immune to weather changes, treated with special preparations against diseases and tended
carefully throughout this period. Grown to hardy young plants, they were transplanted into specially
prepared pots adorned with the Olympic Bell and the inscription, Grow to the honour of victory!
Summon to further achievement!, and, following their presentation to the victor, were packed in
convenient, specially constructed cartons for their journey to his home country. They constituted an
attractive symbol of German character, strength, endurance and hospitality.”

The tree at 1156 S. Hobart Blvd., one of 129* oak saplings distributed to the athletes, was presented to
Cornelius Johnson, who won the high jump on the first day of competition. Today, the Cornelius
Johnson Olympic Oak tree symbolizes the propaganda of the games, which, in hindsight, may be one
reason the world turned a blind eye to the underlying evil that we now know resulted in the deaths of 6
million Jews, 1 million Roma, and 5 million others (homosexuals, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Slavs, the
physically and mentally disabled, socialists/fcommunists and other political opponents) during the
Holocaust.

* The Olympic Oaks have been referred to as both “Quercus rober” and “Quercus pedunculata.” According to the Royal
Horticultural Society (https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/51913/quercus-pedunculata/details ), the terms are synonymous.

Commonly called both “English Oak” and “European Oak,” these hardy trees are native to regions throughout Europe.

* Some sources refer to 130 saplings distributed.
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Olympics historian Bill Mallon estimated that 49 Olympians were killed in the Holocaust. Some of them
were athletes who had competed against Johnson and his teammates. One example is Jozef Noji, who
died at the Auschwitz concentration camp in Poland. Noji was one of Poland’s best distance runners
through the 1930s, winning Polish titles for five straight years between 1935 and 1939. At the 1936
Berlin Olympics, he finished fifth in the 5000 meter race, just four seconds outside the medals, and 14th
in the 10,000 meter. He was shot dead in 1943 at Auschwitz ostensibly for smuggling a letter. Also in
1943, the Czech runner Vaclav Hosek, a 1936 Olympic steeplechaser, was shot dead while trying to
escape from a concentration camp.

The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, in its exhibition on the 1936 Olympics that debuted in
1996, and is now online, notes that “Germany emerged victorious from the XIth Olympiad. Its athletes
captured the most medals overall, and German hospitality and organization won the praises of visitors.
Most newspaper accounts echoed a report in the New York Times that the Games put Germans ‘back in
the fold of nations,” and even made them *more human again.” Some even found reason to hope that this
peaceable interlude would endure. Only a few reporters, such as William Shirer, regarded the Berlin
glitter as merely hiding a racist, militaristic regime. As the post-Games reports were filed, Hitler pressed
on with grandiose plans for German expansion. These included taking over the Olympics forever.”

Importantly, the Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak Tree also represents Hitler’s spurning of the U.S.

African American athletes. Although over time, the “story” regarding Hitler’s rebuffing of America’s
black athletes described Jesse Owens as the individual who was snubbed, Owens had not yet competed
in a final race and it was in fact Cornelius Johnson whose congratulations from Hitler never came.

On the first day of the games, after honoring German and Finnish medal winners, whose victories in
competition aligned with his belief in Aryan superiority, the Nazi leader left the stadium when it became
clear that Johnson and his African American teammate, Dave Albritton, were excelling at the high jump.
United Press correspondent Henry McLemore reported that Hitler “didn’t have time for Cornelius—so
the first playing of the Star Spangled Banner (and I am still tingling from the sound and sight of
America’s song and flag) had to be accompanied without him [Hitler].” New York Times correspondent
Arthur J. Daley deduced that “press box observers chose to put two and two together and arrive at the
figure four. In this they may be correct, but there will be enough future Negro winners to warrant
delaying passing judgement for the present.”

But there would be no further clues as to why Hitler left the viewing box, the “Honor Loge.” Later that

evening, Belgian Count Henri de Baillet-Latour, president of the International Olympic Committee, was
reportedly so angered by Hitler’s actions that he told the Nazi leader to choose: Either shake every gold
medalist’s hand, or shake no one’s hand. Hitler chose to shake none at all.

This Olympic Oak tree can also be seen to memorialize the racism in America, exemplifying an
important aspect (albeit negative) of the nation’s social history. The successes of the 18 African
American athletes on the U.S. team in 1936 helped to discredit Nazi racial theories -- but did little to
dampen American racism at home. Even when the African American athletes were praised for their
triumphs on the field, the laudatory coverage was laced with demeaning racial stereotypes. With a few
exceptions, the America these athletes returned to remained unchanged for their paths in life: Jim Crow,
few job opportunities, etc.
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In a recording visitors to the Holocaust Memorial Museum’s exhibition can listen to, John Woodruff
later spoke about his experiences:

My only objective was any time | got into a race was to win. And that's what | did.
Determination. That's what it takes. Light a fire in the stomach. | was winning for me and | was
winning for the country. Me first, then the country. It was very definitely a special feeling in
winning the gold medal and being a black man. We destroyed his [Hitler's] master race theory,
whenever we start winning those gold medals. So | was very proud of that achievement and |
was very happy, for myself as an individual, for my race, and for my country.

After the Olympics, we had a track meet to run at Annapolis, at the Naval Academy. Now here |
am, an Olympic champion, and they told the coach that I couldn't run. I couldn't come. So | had
to stay home, because of discrimination. That let me know just what the situation was. Things
hadn't changed. Things hadn't changed.

Andrew Maraniss, in his 2020 book, Games of Deception, argues that “the performance of these black
athletes didn’t change those who believed in white supremacy, in either Germany or the United States.
In their minds, there was no way for black people to win; the truth didn’t matter. Stereotypes and hate
were so deeply ingrained that any fact or fiction could be used to confirm them. If black people
performed poorly, that “proved” white people were superior.” But “If black people were victorious, that
‘proved’ they had unfair advantages as a subhuman race.”

An important note: Although rarity is NOT a specific criterion for landmark designation in Los
Angeles’s Cultural Heritage Ordinance, the tree is also a rare survivor.

Of the 129 trees awarded in 1936, only a handful in America are alive today, nearly 86 years later.
According to a Los Angeles Times article in 2007, “the fate of many of the Olympic oaks is unknown,
but [only] one of two planted on the USC campus survives to this day as a living legacy to record-
breaking Trojans discus champion Ken Carpenter.” The second surviving Los Angeles tree is, of course,
the Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak.

The Times reported that “...others reportedly were destroyed during and after World War Il because of
anti-German sentiment and the oaks’ “Hitler Tree’ reputation, while a few of the 24 that were awarded to
U.S. gold medalists were victims of urban sprawl, inattentiveness or carelessness. One never made it
through U.S. Customs. A few died of natural causes, which was the fate of the other USC tree -- the one
awarded to the record-setting 400-meter relay team consisting of Owens, Ralph Metcalfe and Trojans
alums Foy Draper and Frank Wykoff.”

Ann Shelton is recognized as one of New Zealand’s leading photographic artists. A decade ago, she
embarked on a worldwide journey to photograph the oak seedlings, which, she noted, "would be forever
associated with the *breach of civilization’ that the Nazi-tainted Olympics foreshadowed.” She found
"40-odd" trees, this photo set now comprising an ongoing project she calls “in a forest.”
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Shelton observes that:

“the social narratives of the trees are also incredibly diverse. Seedlings were given to a Jewish
Hungarian freedom fighter, to a Sturmbammfuhrer (the SS equivalent of a German Major), to a
Finnish poet, to men who subsequently went missing in action and to [U.S.] African American
athletes.... Some of the seedlings died in Customs or were stolen from hotel rooms. Other grown
trees were rescued during invasions or were chopped down to make room for vegetable gardens
after the war. These trees have since entered the historical vernacular as complex and highly
conflicted signs; embodiments of memory and marks of forgetting.”

These few remaining Olympic oaks around the world, and fewer still in the United States, tell several
stories, as Shelton observes. “Considered in their original context, they stand for the German political
regime of National Socialism, and on this level they represent a failed attempt to globally assert the
National Socialist ideology.”

Shelton continues: “At the same time, and on a more basic level, they reflect the sporting pride of the
nations whose athletes brought them home.”

The Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak tree also qualifies under Criterion No. 2, for its
association with Olympic Gold Medalist Cornelius Cooper Johnson, the pioneering
African American athlete who set a record in the high jump at the 1936 Olympics and
also, importantly, was one of 18 African American Olympians on the U.S. team.

In his time, Cornelius was the world’s greatest high jumper.

It was Johnson who, upon winning gold on the first day of competition, was snubbed by Hitler, who
exited the stadium and thereby refused to shake his hand. Johnson’s 1936 record-breaking high jump at
6’8" remained the top score at the Olympics and Olympic trials for two decades, until the 1950s.
Johnson carried the tree with him after the Berlin Olympics to other European cities, where many
members of the U.S. team participated in further competitions, and then he carried it across the Atlantic
on the ship, bringing it home to Los Angeles for planting in his family’s back yard.

Although Cornelius Johnson's athletic accomplishments (his victories were many, and celebrated) were
not ignored in his lifetime, collective memory faded quickly, obscured by his early death (in 1946).

Johnson grew up in what we now call the Mid-City/Koreatown area of Los Angeles (when he was a
youth, it was still “Pico Heights”). He attended Berendo Junior High, where his prowess on the field was
noted early. By the time he matriculated to Los Angeles High School, “Corny”” Johnson was already one
of the best high jumpers in California. At L.A. High he excelled at the high jump and track, including
sprints and relays. He won many competitions and had not yet graduated when he competed in the Los
Angeles Olympic Games in 1932.
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His skill and talent were frequently noted in local newspapers; his career was followed with interest,
although not always free of casual racial slurs and stereotyping.

Johnson, still a high school junior, tied for first place at the 1932 U.S. Olympic Trials in track and field,
and then won a jump-off. At age 18, he had made it to the U.S. Olympics, one of only four African
American athletes on the U.S. men’s team, and the youngest member of the U.S. delegation. Competing
in the high jump at the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum, less than three miles from the Johnson home,
Cornelius finished in a four-way tie for first place, clearing 6 feet 5 122 inches. A jump-off to determine
gold, silver and bronze left Johnson in fourth place — although if current sporting competition rules were
in place at that time, he would have won the silver medal.

Between 1932 and 1936, he won multiple national championships and eight career titles, including the
Amateur Athletic Union outdoor championship outright in 1933 and 1935, tying for the title in 1932,
1934 and 1936. In 1936, Johnson became the world indoor record holder in the high jump at 6' 8 15/16"
and co-holder of the outdoor world record of 6' 9 3/4". In 1994 he was inducted into National Track and
Field Hall of Fame in Indianapolis. He was also inducted into the California Community Colleges Track
and Field Hall of Fame in 1998.

Cornelius Cooper Johnson holds an important place in track and field record books. But that is not the
only reason why the life of this significant historic personage is important to local, national and global
history.

Famed as an athlete, Cornelius Johnson infamously was rebuffed by Hitler.

As noted above, many people have attributed Hitler’s cold-shoulder to a different 1936 Olympics
athlete, Jess Owens. Owens was one of the most-remembered and the break-out star of African
American athletes at the Berlin Olympics. He won four gold medals -- in the 100-meter sprint, 200-
meter sprint, long jump, and 4x100 relay -- and his accomplishments, wrote Maraniss in Games of
Deception, “would be celebrated as a powerful rebuke of Adolf Hitler. A black man’s incredible success
in a crucible of hate served as the ultimate rejection of the idea of white supremacy.”

Yet that is not the complete story, said Maraniss:

“...This conventional wisdom is an oversimplification on two levels. First, Owens wasn’t the
only African American star in Berlin, even in his own events. In the 100, black teammate Ralph
Metcalfe finished just one-tenth of a second behind him to win the silver medal. In the 200, black
teammate Mack Robinson [Jackie's older brother] won the silver, four-tenths of a second behind
Owens. Metcalfe joined Owens on the 4x100 relay team. In all, the U.S. team earned 14 medals
in Berlin, eight of them gold, one-fourth of the U.S. medal count. The entire African American
contingent, not just Owens, took the world by storm. Perpetuating the idea that Owens alone
shined not only robs others of their due, but leaves the impression that African American
greatness at the *36 Games was an exception rather than the rule.”
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In any case, as Steven J. Niven recounts in an article published in TheRoot.com, on the Berlin Games’
opening day, the Nazi leader did invite the winning medalists of each of the first three events to his
personal box, where he was seen congratulating them. But Hitler pointedly left the stadium immediately
before the award ceremony for the day’s final event, the high jump.

Here is Niven’s description of the incident:

In 1936, at the trials for the Berlin Olympics, Johnson became the first African-American
high jumper to set a world record, clearing 6 feet 9 3/4 inches. Johnson was still being
interviewed on the radio about his great jump when Albritton matched the same mark a few
minutes later. A New York Times sports reporter, Arthur Daley, confidently predicted that
the “lanky” Johnson, “one of the greatest jumpers of all time” and unbeaten since the 1932
Olympics, was the favorite for gold.

In Berlin, the high jump was scheduled for Aug. 2, the first day of track and field
competition at the Olympic Stadium. Reports of the games suggest that most of the 100,000
crowd, including Hitler in his box, paid most attention to the victories by the host nation in
the women’s javelin and the men’s shot put, and by Finland’s 1, 2, 3 in the 10,000 meters.
Hitler could be seen to be clearly delighted by such “Aryan” victories—the Finns were even
blonder and more blue-eyed than the Germans. Only the rousing cheers from the crowd as
Jesse Owens won his 100-meter heat appeared to disturb Hitler’s buoyant mood as the day’s
events drew to a close.

By 6 p.m., the high jump field of 40 had been reduced to four. The three Americans and a
Finn all cleared a new Olympic record of 6.5 feet. German director Leni Riefenstahl’s film
of the games shows the long-limbed Johnson limbering up for his final jumps, looking
relaxed. Albritton needed three attempts to make 2 meters. Corny Johnson made every one
of his jumps with ease. Unlike Albritton, who confessed his nerves to his friend Jesse
Owens, Johnson was, as usual, calm and focused. Johnson went on to set a new Olympic
record height of 6 feet 8 inches. Albritton earned the silver and Thurber the bronze.
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Following the medal ceremonies in the men’s shot put and 10,000 meters and the women’s
javelin, Hitler had invited the German and Finnish medalists to be feted at his private box,
where he was seen openly congratulating them. American journalists in the stadium then
began to wonder if Hitler would welcome Corny Johnson, at least, as he had the previous
winners just minutes earlier. Their answer came quickly after the medal ceremony at which
the Stars and Stripes was raised on all three podiums: Hitler had left the building. There
would be no glad-handing with the Fihrer.

What happened next is revealing. The U.S. Olympic Committee does not appear to have
protested Hitler’s snub of the American athletes, but Count Henri de Baillet-Latour, the
president of the International Olympic Committee, was incensed. The Belgian aristocrat saw
Hitler’s early exit as a direct insult to the games’ lofty commitment to fair play as well as a
violation of protocol. It is unclear whether the count viewed the matter in terms of race or as
a snub to a member country, the USA, but he forthrightly demanded that Hitler either
congratulate all medalists or none. Seeking to avoid a public relations nightmare, Hitler
backed down. He agreed to stop welcoming any of the medalists into his box for the rest of
the tournament. At the time, most American newspapers, except the New York Times and
some of the black press, accepted the official Nazi explanation for Hitler’s early exit,
namely that he was hungry and trying to beat the traffic.

Despite the behind-the-scenes drama, Cornelius Johnson was honored in front of a still-crowded
stadium. In photos, he is seen on the winner’s podium wearing a wreath of oak leaves, the gold medal
around his neck, and clutching his Olympic oak sapling, the winner’s prize.

After the Games in Berlin, Johnson and some of the other U.S. Olympians toured Norway and other
nearby European countries, competing in demonstration track meets. In Oslo, the Los Angeles Times
reported that the U.S. touring team “swept the three concluding races.” The 4-man 1000-meter relay
team — Mack Robinson, John Woodruff, Al Fitch and Cornelius Johnson — actually may have set (a non-
recorded) world record, finishing at a reported 1m. 53.1s time.

Archie Williams, gold medalist in the 400-meter race, described this in a later oral history, published as
The Joy of Flying: Olympic Gold, Air Force Colonel, and Teacher, and conducted in 1993:

After the Olympics, we went back to England. They had some kind of Commonwealth Games.
This was an exhibition race. Then from London we went to Amsterdam, Rotterdam and some
damn other "Dam" place. [laughter] Then we went to Norway and Sweden. What the idea was,
was making up these exhibition teams. This guy here, Carpenter. [points to photo] Ken Carpenter
was on the team. Ralph Metcalfe, Speck [Forrest] Towns, Dave Albritton. That's Jimmy Brooks.
He's from Chicago I think. That's Mack Robinson. That's me. That's Jimmy LuValle. That's Dave
Albritton; I talked to him the other night. Cornie [Cornelius] Johnson from Compton. We went
to Oslo; we went to Stockholm. To a whole bunch of those towns over there. They had
exhibition meets; you would run against the local high school kids. It was just a kind of
ceremony type thing. We stayed over there until, well, hell. The whole [rest of the] team came
back right after the Olympics. We were over there for almost a month. When we got back, there
was nobody at the boat to meet us, not even the deckhands. But it didn't matter.

13 Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak / Johnson Family Home, Supplemental Statement -- CHC-2022-3207-HCM




Once the athletes returned to America, some members of the U.S. Olympic team met with President
Roosevelt. But despite their successes in Berlin, the African American athletes were not invited to the
White House event. This additional snub was not rectified until September, 2016, when President
Barack Obama held a reception at the White House for the Olympians’ families, to honor the U.S.
athletes for paving the way and, he said, providing symbols of hope in 1936. Said the President:

“It wasn’t just Jesse. It was other African American athletes in the middle of Nazi Germany
under the gaze of Adolph Hitler that put a lie to notions of racial superiority — whooped ‘em —
and taught them a thing or two about democracy and taught them a thing or two about the
American character.”

In Los Angeles, however, the citizenry did put on a fete for their returning athletes. Cornelius Johnson,
Jimmy LuValle (bronze medalist in the 400-meter race) and Mack Robinson (silver medalist in the 200-
meter race) were invited to a “civic reception” at the Second Baptist Church in South Central Los
Angeles. Mayor Frank Shaw, USC’s Dean Cromwell, UCLA coach Barry Trotter, and Sentinel
Newspaper publisher Leon Washington were among the city leaders who welcomed them home.

But the America these and the other African American athletes returned to was not a welcoming one in
terms of employment opportunities. Many struggled to establish stable careers, including Robinson, who
came home to a job cleaning sewers in Pasadena. Later promoted to street cleaning, Robinson wore his
Olympic jacket to keep warm while working as a sweeper. Even Jesse Owens had a tough time. He
arrived home to ticker tape parades and radio show interviews; an admirer had even tossed a suitcase
with $10,000 into his open car, a story recounted in a later article penned by sportswriter Jim Murray.
But by 1937 he was traveling with a black band, and racing horses and trains in sideshow events.

As for Cornelius Johnson, after the 1936 Olympic Games in Berlin his athletic career waned, his
dominance over the high jump diminishing rapidly. Although no one else beat his record, neither did he
achieve it again. In 1937 he finished fourth in that year’s indoor AAU championships, won by Ed Burke,
and he lost to Albritton in the outdoor AAU contest. In 1938, he tied for a first place, but only reached
the height of 6°6”. There is no certainty that Johnson would have qualified for either the 1940 or 1944
Olympics, but both were cancelled due to World War II.

Johnson settled into a job with the U.S. Post Office, and then in 1945 he signed up with the Merchant
Marines as a ship’s baker. A year later, while at sea, he suddenly became ill, and died of unknown
causes while en route to a hospital.

Given his shortened life, Cornelius Johnson did not have a chance to directly influence another
generation of young athletes (or civil rights activists seeking equal opportunities on sporting fields in
America), and therefore may not technically rise to the level of a “Significant Person” as described in
SurveyL A’s Guidelines for Evaluating Resources Associated with Significant Persons in Los Angeles.
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However, his story remains compelling. The Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak is clearly associated with
Johnson. He grew up in the house where the tree was planted, and still lived there at the time of its
planting; his tree is directly associated with his productive life (he earned the tree as a result of his
victory in the high jump at the 1936 Olympics); and it is associated with a person whose life story
illustrates the challenges that faced, and still face, African Americans in this country.

Cornelius Johnson was a champion and a hero on the athletic field, a victor regardless of the color of his
skin. But the color of his skin changed the course of the 1936 Olympics in Berlin, and our historical
memories of the event. To Hitler, Johnson was a pariah; his victory and athletic prowess crushed in
Hitler’s goal to fully affirm the superiority of his constructed Aryan “race” and identity. When Hitler
declined to shake Johnson’s hand, and thereafter (to avoid a public relations fiasco) rejected shaking the
hand of any Olympic athlete subsequent to Johnson’s win, it changed in one small way the course of
Olympic history.

The Johnson Family Home, where the Cornelius Johnson Olympics Oak Tree is planted,
is also eligible for designation under Criterion 1, for its association with an early and
important African American family in Los Angeles. The story of the Johnson Family
House is a window into a lesser-known chapter in L.A.’s African American heritage, and
the history and growth of the city as a whole.

The Johnsons on Cornelius Johnson’s paternal side, and the Coopers, on his maternal side, each arrived
in Los Angeles in the early 1890s, departing (respectively) North Carolina and Texas at a time when Jim
Crow laws were making it increasingly difficult for black families to thrive.

When Charlotte Johnson, a widow, and her adult son, S.C., initially arrived from Raleigh, N.C. in 1891,
they settled in a residential pocket just southeast of Downtown (in today’s Arts District), between two
railroad lines, on a not-quite-rural parcel with a small one-story house, chicken coops and room for a
garden. Johnson had worked as a cook in North Carolina throughout the 1880s, but in Los Angeles she
eventually became a laundress. S.C. Johnson worked then, and later, as a plasterer.

In the late 1890s, the area where the Johnson family set down roots a few years after their arrival in
Southern California, was on the edge of the country, before Los Angeles stretched out its municipal
arms and absorbed it. The place was called Pico Heights, an independent township west of the city
proper, and just east of a dirt path that later was renamed “Western Avenue.” To the north of the
Johnson property were the sheep grazing lands of the Pellissier family. To the east were cultivated
barley fields, interspersed with a few small subdivisions. To the west, the Los Angeles Country Club’s
Western and Pico links golf course was soon laid out. There were few houses yet built this far west. One
was the Peet House at 1139 S. Harvard Blvd., HCM #272, just behind the Johnson property. Another
was Charlotte Johnson’s new home, an 1890 Queen Anne Victorian cottage® at 1152 S. Pellissier
(Hobart), on what was then the same property as 1156 Hobart was eventually built.

> This house was identified in SurveylA as a rare remaining example of an intact late 19th century residence in the Wilshire
Community Plan; it has subsequently been demolished.
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Pico Heights

Looking north on Western from Pico in 1894; to the east (right)
the Pellissier Tract had just been laid out but no houses were yet built.

Cyclists headed east on Pico from Western, 1895. Pellissier Tract on the left horizon line
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During the late 1880s, Los Angeles experienced a population explosion (growing from 11,183 counted
residents in 1880 to more than 50,000 in 1890). The year 1887 has been referred to as “The Year of the
Paper Towns,” given that so many would-be developers and sub-dividers announced new tracts and
townships that within a few years would cease to exist.

In his paper The Great Los Angeles Real Estate Boom of 1887, presented to the Historical Society of
Southern California in 1915, Joseph Netz noted that when Los Angeles finally had a competitive
railroad connection to the East Coast and parts in between, local boosters went into high gear extolling
Southern California’s benefits and attractions. At first, it was tourists who poured into Los Angeles.
Then, wrote Netz, "The fields of green and the homes of flowers and fruits, the balmy air, the brilliant
sunshine pouring down its invigorating warmth upon the body and vitalizing the blood, suggested to
these people the value of the land as a home." New residents arrived to the region by the hundreds, then
the thousands, and then the tens of thousands, Netz observed.

Real estate speculation ran rampant. “All values were merely fictitious,” wrote Netz. "Fakes, frauds and
stool pigeons of every sort were used during the excitement of the later frenzy by the speculators, which
were engendered by professional promoters.... There were few cash sales during the boom. Most of the
land was bought on contract, one-third or one-fourth down, balance in semi-annual payments, was a
common method. Another method was a small payment down, balance in small monthly payments.”

Bastkm Sale of Weal Estane.
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®In 1913, Pellissier’s heirs established another self-named tract, Pellissier Square, on the remnant of the ranch at what is
now Western and Wilshire, erecting the Pellissier Building (now Wiltern Theater) a decade later.
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which ran a primitive electric line out that way and sold off over 1,000 lots on the lottery plan, giving
away houses, or money to build houses, with some of the lots.” (The Electric Railway Homestead
Association had acquired 280 acres west of Vermont, between Ninth and Pico, laying out 1210 lots,
each priced at $290, $20 down and $10 per month.)

The Times continued, “A number of flimsy cottages were put up here and there, and those, combined
with the poor service on the [rail]car line, have tended to keep the section back until recently.”

By 1896, Pico Heights had a few doctors, lawyers and real estate men, not to mention a deputy assessor;
but far more carpenters, bricklayers, and other laborers, according to voter registration records. In March
of that year, these voters decided in favor of annexation to the City of Los Angeles, 149 to 117 against.
The Times had noted that temperance-minded citizens advocated against annexation, fearing saloon
establishments would arrive with L.A.’s more lax rules (they were correct; on the north side of Pico at
Pellissier, German immigrant Saul Schultz soon opened a small beer garden.)

Within months after annexation, City officials decided to rename the streets. Up until 1896, the streets
north of Pico were lettered (B through M, with the exceptions of “Pellissier” and “Cahuenga,”
previously renamed in the westerly Pellissier Tract) and on the south side of Pico they were named, but
not the same names as now (example: Cablegram, Telephone and Lightning Streets).

. Pico Heights in 1894 (Birdseye map)
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The Johnsons purchased a Victorian cottage (circled in blue) circa 1897.
On the 1894 Birdseye map, it was on L street, a block to the right of the large
building labeled as "36." The street was later “Pellissier”” and finally “Hobart™

Improvements came slowly to Pico Heights. There were concrete sidewalks and even a fire hydrant but
the roads were unpaved. In September 1898, the Los Angeles Golf Club’s “The Convent Links” opened.
Located on a 40-acre string of vacant lots behind the brick convent, on what would later be Hobart
Boulevard south of Pico to Washington. The electric train on Pico ended a half a mile or so east of the
clubhouse. Golfers often paid Bruce Jones (see photo below) 5 cents each way for rides on Pico from the
trolley in his horse-drawn wagon to the golf course.

| Bruce Jones and his h.orse—m&;'n wagon, .ear_l'y 1900s
Less than a year later, having already outgrown the site, the Los Angeles Country Club purchased a
nearby 107-acre site of “high, rolling grazing land” at a cost of $250 an acre. The property had a
barranca, lying 20 feet below the prevailing level, that snaked through the land from east to west,
ranging from five and ten yards wide and four to twelve feet deep.
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In Pico Heights’s early years, there were hen houses and barns in the area. In 1889, one neighbor sued
another for breaking the “Two Cows” ordinance by keeping eleven dairy cows in her yard. The block
of Pellissier Street where the Johnson property was located was paved in 1899 “at an estimated cost of
$1.44 per front foot.” In 1902, a neighbor was arrested for maintaining a brickyard on the street; the
following year the street was renamed Hobart Boulevard.

The 1900 census shows that the other heads of households on the 1100 block of Pellissier were born in
Delaware, England, Germany, Ohio, Sweden, Massachusetts, and Michigan (racial designations are
unclear). The 1910 census shows a similar mix of migrants, with about half marked as Black or
Mulatto. (By 1920, they had been joined by neighbors born in Japan, Hawaii, Denmark, and Norway,
with four households designated as Black; two as White; and two as Japanese.)

As development progressed around the enclave, Pico Heights was becoming a suburb that was now
described in advertisements as “the finest location for a home around Los Angeles” attracting the “best
class of citizens.” But what did “best class” mean?

In 1906, an African American philanthropist named Hillard Stricklin learned the answer.

Stricklin announced plans to build a home for “aged negroes” in Pico Heights. The Los Angeles Times
then reported on the matter, with the headline, “Pico Heights Is All White.” At first, neighbors did not
take him seriously, thinking he was “a man with little money and big pretensions.” But when workers
and building materials appeared at the site, neighbors panicked and protested the project. A resolution
was finally reached when neighbors agreed to buy the property for $20,000 and Stricklin built the home
in another neighborhood (described as a “quarter... where the majority of the negroes already live”).
The Times stated that “Pico Heights residents may breathe easier. Hillard Stricklin ... says he won’t
start up his home for aged colored people ... out of consideration for the feelings of citizens who feel
squeamish over the thought of having black-skinned neighbors.”

Nonetheless, Pico Heights did not have official (or unofficial) racially-restricted housing covenants,
despite some of its “squeamish,” upstanding citizens wishing they could hold back the color line. At the
time of the 1900 census, there were still but a handful of African American families in the
neighborhood, including the Johnsons. Over on Fedora lived Capt. Edward Lee Baker, an African
American Medal of Honor recipient in the Spanish-American War. Another African American resident
was Bruce Jones, who operated the horse and wagon “taxi.” Within a few years, the neighborhood also
housed prominent Black residents Louis Blodgett (well-known contractor, later president of Liberty
Savings and Loan), and his wife, Nellie Allensworth Blodgett; dentists Alice Watkins Garrott and Alva
Curtis Garrott; and civil rights lawyer Willis O. Tyler.

As a sidenote: Japanese Americans had also begun to move to Pico Heights by 1900. The “Uptown”
(Uemachi or Uwamachi) enclave soon was centered on Fedora and surrounding streets, including
Hobart, between San Marino and Pico. The Japanese Episcopal Mission moved onto Mariposa in 1911;
the Japanese school on Fedora was founded in 1915. The church was renamed St. Mary's and still
operates to this day as a Japanese congregation even though there was a formal effort to expel them in
1919 — the Electric Home Protective Association was organized by white owners specifically to get rid
of Japanese. They managed to scare some out, but many remained.
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By 1942, when President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed Executive Order No. 9066, the Johnsons were
renting 1152 S. Hobart (Charlotte Johnson’s former home) to a Japanese American family, Sanji
Yoshinaga, his wife and four children — who were relocated to Jerome and Rohwer Centers in Arkansas
(Sanji did not survive).

Thus while Pico Heights may not have been as an enclave that we would describe (from a 21st century
perspective) as welcoming to diversity, people of color did settle there.

The Johnson-Cooper Clan Exemplifies African American Success Stories in Los Angeles

In fact, Los Angeles in the last decade of the 19th century and the first decade of the 20th was more
hospitable to Black Americans than other parts of the country. The Civil Service opened to them; the
first Black police officers were hired; businesses were established and a few small fortunes were made.

In 1909, on the 100th anniversary of Abraham Lincoln's birth, the Los Angeles Times devoted a special
section to the "Emancipated Race," with essays by Booker T. Washington and Col. Allen Allensworth,
and articles spotlighting religious life, education, soldiers and officers, homes and businesses, clubs and
societies. A long article in the section profiled “Negro Professional Men in the City,” and an even longer
one highlighted “The Negro Woman...Both Refined and Cultured in Life,” including a profile of
Cornelius's maternal grandmother, Betty Cooper, praised for her hard work, frugality, and real estate
acumen. The author, Kate Bradley Stovall, noted:

“Several widows with their savings have bought valuable property and held it while they reared
and educated large families. A striking example of the thrift of a negro woman is the case of Mrs.
Betty Cooper of West Twentieth street. With three small daughters to support she came to Los
Angeles about eighteen years ago. She instilled into the minds of her daughters the possibilities
of buying and holding Los Angeles real estate. With the assistance of her daughters, Mrs. Pearl
Johnson and Mrs. Birdie Bright, she now owns a large lot on Twentieth street, between Flower
and Figueroa streets, improved with a handsome ten-room residence. She has several pieces of
income property, one the old homestead in Georgetown, Tex., which she has retained all these
years; another, a modern residence, located in Pico Heights, one of the most beautiful residence
districts in Los Angeles.”

Growing racism was becoming evident in Southern California, but nonetheless the black press promoted
Los Angeles, wrote author and historian Hadley Meares in 2018 in Curbed L.A., “as a place of new
beginnings and relative freedom. And, compared to the Jim Crow South and overcrowded North, there
were more opportunities for black and brown people than in most parts of the country.”

In 1902, Jefferson Edmonds, editor of The Liberator, asserted that “California is the greatest state for the
Negro.” He later declared that “the hospitable white people” treated blacks kindly and paid them good
wages. A decade later, W.E.B. Du Bois wrote in The Crisis, the N.A.A.C.P.’s influential magazine:
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“Los Angeles was wonderful. The air was scented with orange blossoms and beautiful homes lay
low crouching on the earth as though they loved its scents and flowers. Nowhere in the United
States is the Negro so well and beautifully housed, nor the average efficiency and intelligence in
the colored population so high. Here is an aggressive, hopeful group-with some wealth, large
industrial opportunity and a buoyant spirit.”

However, racial inequity was also a constant. In Los Angeles, “Legalized discrimination was less
codified than in the Jim Crow South, affording black migrants...a level of economic opportunity
unheard of in the Southern cities from which they hailed,” observed Ismail Muhammad, in his article
“Walking with the Ghosts of Black Los Angeles” (www.lithub.com). “What Du Bois would not or could
not say, lest the California myth dissolve: this prosperity was contingent, wholly at the mercy of the
city’s white power brokers.”

Cornelius Johnson’s family vividly illustrates this important but seldom-remarked chapter of Los
Angeles history.

The large influx of African Americans in the 1940s is commonly known as the Great Migration, but they
were preceded by large groups of Black Americans, including the Johnsons and the Coopers, who
migrated from Texas, Louisiana, North Carolina, and Georgia from 1890 - 1910 to escape Jim Crow and
the racial violence and bigotry of the South. In the relatively welcoming atmosphere of Los Angeles,
they were able to rise economically to the point where - despite working almost exclusively in physical
labor and domestic service - they could acquire wealth, purchase property, and build community through
Black-owned businesses, churches, clubs, and newspapers.

Homeownership among Blacks in Los Angeles by 1910 reached over 36% - the highest rate in the
nation. In those days before pervasive racial restrictions and covenants, they could live in many parts of
the growing city. The blocks around the Johnson home became a cluster of relatively prosperous Black
families, later interspersed with Japanese Americans and, later still, immigrants of many backgrounds.

The Johnson family house illustrates one of the great stories of Los Angeles: In one generation,
Cornelius's grandmothers could go from slavery into opportunity, respectability, and freedoms
undreamed of in the Jim Crow South from which they fled. Although eclipsed in the rest of the 20th
century by setbacks and struggles on the long road towards true equality, the success of the California
Dream for at least some African Americans deserves to be told and celebrated.

The modest residence at 1156 S. Hobart must have witnessed countless family gatherings over the years
when Cornelius was growing up there. Besides his parents and the five Johnson children, Cornelius’s
paternal grandmother Charlotte Johnson (c.1851 - 1936) lived next door at 1152 S. Hobart; his maternal
grandmother Bessie Cooper (1851 - 1934) and his cousins lived across the street at 1147-1149 S.
Hobart. Later his older sister Perlita made her home up the block, at 1128 S. Hobart. His aunt Maude
lived three blocks away in a home her husband built at 1157 S. Ardmore; his cousin Birdielee (who later
had a LAUSD school in Jefferson Park named after her) lived around the corner at 3126 W. 11th St.
They were all part of a rich, diverse neighborhood that had blossomed on the western edge of the city at
the very end of the 19th century, and continue to flourish for most of the 20th.
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Charlotte Johnson was raised in the slave-holding state of North Carolina before the Civil War, though
it’s uncertain exactly when, where, and under what circumstances she was born. In each document —
census, marriage, death certificate — her year of birth is different. S.C. later gave her maiden name as
Hayward and her birth year as 1858; more likely it was around 1851. In 1880, she lived in Raleigh with
her husband Charles, her mother-in-law Mary, and her two children (Shade, age 11, and Ida, age 9). The
Johnsons were the only Black family on the street.

Her neighbor was a large white family, headed by a Civil War veteran who had been born poor but was
now supported by rich relatives.

Charlotte gave her occupation as cook or laundress through most of her life, and all the census-takers
recorded that she could neither read nor write. By 1891 she was widowed and in Los Angeles with her
son Shadrick (we don’t know what happened to Ida). By 1897 she was living at 1152 S. Pellissier (later
Hobart); by the time of the 1900 census, she owned the property, free of a mortgage. A bird’s eye map
of the area in 1894 shows a scattering of houses, with only open fields beyond Charlotte’s house; a
photograph looking east from Western shows no houses at all on the gently sloping hill leading up to her
street. By the time of the 1920 Census, when Charlotte still lived at 1152 Hobart with four lodgers (all
African Americans), the neighborhood was completely built up.

In 1903, S.C. married Pearl Lucille Cooper, and in 1905 he was issued a building permit for a five-room
frame residence at 1156 S. Hobart, which was a split from his mother’s lot at 1152. As an experienced
contractor, said to be the first licensed Black plasterer in California, he likely built the new house
himself. In 1904 their son Theodore was born, followed by Lawrence in 1905, Pearlita in 1907, Ruby in
1911, and Cornelius in 1913.

S.C. and Pearl Cooper Johnson were respected enough to merit a description of one of their dinner
parties in the Los Angeles Times in 1903, when they hosted ten guests to entertain a visitor from
Riverside. In 1913, Cornelius’s older brothers Theodore and Lawrence made the front page of the Los
Angeles Herald when they wrote to the chief of police to ask that he protect Santa Claus from robbers on
his gift-giving rounds. In 1927, Cornelius’s sister Pearlita was photographed on one of the family trips to
their vacation home in Lake Elsinore, a popular resort for African Americans in the 1920s.

Pearl’s entry in the 1948 Negro Who’s Who in California mentions her charitable and club activities, as
well as her having been Queen for a Tournament of Roses float. Her hobby is listed as riding. S.C. is
listed as retired and devoting much of his time to his hobby of hunting.

Pearl Cooper Johnson had also made the journey from the Deep South (Texas) with her mother, Bettie
(also referred to as Betty or Bessie) Cooper, and her sisters Birdie and Maud. Family lore says that
Pearl’s father, William H. Cooper, was a Buffalo Soldier and was buried in the National Cemetery in
Westwood; the records are inconclusive. His army pension card shows the alternate name Henry L.
Harris and states that he served in the 137" Infantry, with filing dates of 1912, 1914, and 1917. In 1912,
the Liberator, an African American newspaper in Los Angeles, reported that William "is here on a visit
to his family whom he has not seen for 28 years." In the 1897 city directory, Bettie, Pearl, and Maud
were listed as domestics and Birdie as an ironer in a commercial laundry. Bettie’s census records over
the years show that she, like Charlotte Johnson, could neither read nor write.
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Bettie Cooper and her daughters were prominent enough that Birdie, then 23, was chosen to read the
Emancipation Proclamation at the large 1900 Emancipation Day Freedman’s Jubilee observance, as

noted in the Los Angeles Times. Birdie was the only woman named in the extensive coverage of the

event.’

In 1909, the L.A. Times spotlighted Bettie as a prominent successful investor in real estate, including
rental property in Pico Heights, and noted that she built a “handsome ten-room residence” on a large lot
she owned on 20" Street at Figueroa.

In 1925, Bettie moved the existing house at 1147 S. Hobart (across the street from the Johnson House)
to the back of the lot, and hired young (and later famous) Black architect James Garrott to build her a
new six-room home. She was apparently strong-willed; the architect filed a plan change stating that
“The building is now being erected. It was not erected according to plans filed at City Hall, but the
owner wanted a few changes and made them without the consent of the building department.”

We don’t know if Pearl’s sister Maude had children. Birdie and her husband Jason Bright died in 1917
and 1919 — exceptions to the longevity of the Cooper and Johnson families — but their three daughters,
raised by their grandmother Pearl, lived successful lives. Marjorie Bright McPherson was a teacher; she
married a physician and lived in a large house with a pool and servants’ quarters seven blocks west of
Hobart. Birdielee Velores Bright was a lifelong educator; an LAUSD elementary school in West Adams
is named after her.

When the Los Angeles Sentinel paid tribute to Pearl on her 95" birthday in 1970, they described her as
popular and “quite a charmer.” And Pearl’s son Cornelius — grandson of two entrepreneurial Black
women born in the time of slavery who amassed property in early Los Angeles — had represented the
United States in two Olympic Games, becoming the world’s greatest high jumper.

’ From “The Walls Have Fallen: Emancipation Days in Black California," by W. Gabriel Selassie I:

“The 1900 program reveals little about the feelings of local black women because only two women appeared in
local reports. Miss Birdie Cooper read the Emancipation Proclamation, while an unnamed woman gave what the
reporter described as one of the best remembrances of slavery. A double blindness of both race and gender
rendered local black women almost invisible. The little we know of Birdie Cooper is about her mother, Betty.
Widowed and alone, Betty Cooper came to Los Angeles around 1891 with daughters Pearl and Birdie. In a
testament to the tenacity of black women, Betty worked and saved and, in time, purchased property on 20th
Street between Figueroa and Flower Streets, in what is now the hub of the city’s downtown business district, and
erected a ten-room residence. A believer in the value of real estate, Cooper also acquired income property,
eventually purchasing a second residence in Pico Heights, then considered one of the most beautiful
neighborhoods in Los Angeles. Birdie Cooper’s wealth may explain her inclusion in the program [...].”
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THE “NAZI” OLYMPICS OF 1936

Los Angeles to Germany and Back Again

The Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak is a tangible link to events that took place nine decades ago, and
half a world away. In 1936, Corny Johnson took home the gold, and this oak tree, for his record-setting
high jump in the Berlin Olympics, hosted by Germany’s Nazi regime. Before he embarked on that
journey to Europe, the American sports world (along with other parties) was embroiled in a very public
debate about whether or not this country should even participate in the Olympic Games — a discussion
that directly touched upon the goals and dreams of U.S. Jewish and African American athletes. Today,
the Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak, and the home Cornelius grew up in and returned to, are identified
with a momentous event that helped change the course of history.

Walking Up to the Games

In its time, and still today, the 1936 Olympics in Berlin had profound political ramifications. For Adolph
Hitler, the event was an opportunity to showcase the Third Reich’s Aryan athletes as the best in the
world — embodying German / Nazi excellence on a global stage. Germany won more medals than any
other country (89: 33 gold, 26 silver, 30 bronze), far outstripping the United States (56 total).
Importantly, it also won a sort of respect, legitimizing the Nazi regime, if only temporarily, in the eyes
of many in the world.

Today, most historians view the 1936 Games as portending later Nazi evil, offering a view to the future
where the Nazis used propaganda to disguise unspeakable crimes.

For the 18 U.S. African American athletes, like Cornelius Johnson, the 1936 Olympics evoke a different
historical story. On the one hand, their victories in track and field were widely celebrated as victories for
American democracy, vitality and what today we might call resiliency. Combined, ten of the African
American athletes won 14 medals in 13 track and field events (a team of four men, two black and two
white, took gold in the relay). But facing racism at home, after several years of pressure from multiple
sources to boycott the competition — at times overshadowing their personal goals — and dealing with the
use of blatantly racist language in newspapers describing their medal-winning efforts, for the African
American athletes the 1936 Olympics bestowed a different sort of legacy. Afterwards, four-time gold
medalist Jesse Owens said “the good guys won” — they had overcome Hitler’s “anti-Negro, anti-Jew
viciousness.” But of course they had not, given the lens of hindsight. And their competitive victories
had no impact on America’s Jim Crow laws and de facto policies.

As Archie Williams, gold medalist in the 400-meter race, later observed, the German public was
welcoming, displaying good sportsmanship and cheering the Americans’ victories. “They idolized us,”
recounted Williams. But, “When | came home, somebody asked me, ‘How did those dirty Nazis treat
you?’ | replied that I didn’t see any dirty Nazis, just a lot of nice German people. And I didn’t have to
ride in the back of the bus over there.”
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The Years Before the 1936 Games

The chronicle of the Berlin Olympics begins well before that year’s Games opened. The 1936 Olympics,
both Summer and Winter, were awarded to Germany in 1931, a decision that reflected an international
pledge to reintegrate Germany into the family of nations after the 1916 Games slated for Germany were
cancelled (due to WWI) and Germany was subsequently banned from participating in the Games in
1920 and 1924.

But after being given the opportunity to host the 1936 Games, the Weimar Republic collapsed under the
weight of the Depression (by 1932, two-fifths of the German workforce, or some six million people,
were unemployed), with the resultant rise of and takeover by the Nazi Party.

Germany had returned to Olympic competition in 1928, and did very well, coming in second in terms of
the number of medals earned, topped only by the U.S. In 1932, after the Olympics in Los Angeles where
America’s black athletes performed well (as did the German team), Nazi periodicals derided the
decision to allow whites and blacks to compete together. In his journal article, “Darktown Parade:
African Americans in the Berlin Olympics of 1936” (Historically Speaking, November/December
2007), author David Clay Large explained:

They had also objected to “Aryans” competing with “racial inferiors” like Slavs, blacks, and
Jews. The Nazi objection to competing with blacks was particularly relevant because black
athletes, having had a modest presence in the Olympics of 1920 and 1924, performed especially
well in the Los Angeles Games of 1932. African-American runners Eddie Tolan and Ralph
Metcalfe excelled in the sprints, with Tolan setting a world record in the 100-meter race and an
Olympic record in the 200-meter event.

For Nazi ideologues, it was a disgrace that white athletes had deigned to compete with the likes
of Tolan and Metcalfe.

And looking toward the 1936 Games, the Vélkischer Beobachter, the Nazi Party's principal
organ, editorialized: “Blacks have no place in the Olympics. Unfortunately, these days one often
sees the free white man having to compete with blacks for the victory palm. This is a disgrace
and a degradation of the Olympic idea without parallel, and the ancient Greeks would turn over
in their graves if they knew what modern men were doing with their sacred national games....
The next Olympic Games will take place in Berlin. Hopefully, the men in control will do their
duty. Blacks must be excluded. We demand it.”®

8 David Clay Large expanded these points in his book, Nazi Games: The Olympics of 1936. (New York: W.W. Norton &
Company, 2007):

Although [Carl] Diem and [Theodor] Lewald left Los Angeles at once impressed by the Americans and determined
to outdo them in 1936, a powerful constituency at home [in Germany] was broadcasting its contempt for the
Olympic movement in general and for the developments in Los Angeles in particular. On July 31, 1932, a day after
the L.A. games began, Adolf Hitler’s Nazi Party scored a spectacular victory in the national parliamentary elections,
garnering 230 (out of 608) seats and thereby becoming the largest faction in the Reichstag. The Nazis’ perspective
on all manner of topics, including the Olympics, now had to be taken very seriously indeed. And what was that
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As late as 1932, Hitler himself called the modern Olympic Games “a plot against the Aryan race by
Freemasons and Jews.”

Hitler, of course, never was fond of the idea that racial inferiors would need to be allowed to compete at
a German-hosted Olympics. He also did not favor working in alliance with other European countries —
the Nazis had pulled out of the League of Nations in October, 1933. However, not long after assuming
power, Minister of Propaganda Joseph Goebbels urged Hitler to change his tune in regard to the
Olympics. Hitler was convinced by Goebbels that the Olympic Games would be a time to show the
strength of the new Nazi Germany to the world, and that hosting the Games might bring a much-needed
propaganda boost to the fledgling Third Reich. The festivities would be exciting, and Nazi leaders
anticipated that the Germans, as a master race with great physical prowess, would surely dominate in
every aspect of athletic competition.

The government drew up bold plans for an impressive
Olympic track and field stadium that would seat
110,000 spectators, and spent millions on the
construction of a complex of modern buildings,
including several gymnasiums, covering a 325-acre
sports complex. The Olympic Village, with athlete
residences containing apartments and recreation rooms,
and multiple dining facilities, was laid out on 130 acres
and was designed to later become a first-class officer’s
training camp after the Games. (Indeed, training for the
Olympics was also seen as training for the military —
another reason Jews and other “inferiors” were not
permitted to train at Aryan-only facilities.)

perspective? Like the nativist German Turnerschaft, which in the 1920s called for a “National Olympiad” in place of
the multinational festival, the Nazis had always shown disdain for international sporting contests, preferring purely
German competitions and fitness programs. In the early twenties they had objected to Germans’ competing with
athletes from the Allied countries, which had imposed the “yoke” of Versailles on the fatherland. They had also
objected to “Aryans” competing with “racial inferiors” like Slavs, blacks, and Jews.

The Nazi objection to competing with blacks was particularly relevant because black athletes, having had a modest
presence in the Olympics of 1920 and 1924, performed especially well in the L.A. games of 1932. U.S. runners
Eddie Tolan and Ralph Metcalfe, labeled “the Sable Cyclones” in the American press, excelled in the sprints, with
Tolan setting a world record in the one hundred-meter race and an Olympic record in the two hundred-meter
event. R. M. N. Tisdall, one of Britain’s first black Olympians, won the four hundred-meter race.

Commenting on the blacks’ success, American comedian Will Rogers proposed that the slave traders must have
operated with the Olympics in mind, “for these ‘senegambians’ have just about run the white man ragged.” A
German journalist tacitly acknowledged the black runners’ superiority by hailing the German sprinter Arthur
Jonath, who finished behind Tolan and Metcalfe in the one-hundred-meter race, as the fastest white man in the
world. The Turnerschaft and the Nazi press, however, took the uncompromising view that “Aryans” like Jonath
should not have deigned to compete at all with the likes of Tolan and Metcalfe. A Turner newspaper labeled it a
“disgrace” that white men had entered the field with “wooly-haired n*****s with protruding lips.”
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At the same time, Germany’s Reichssportfiihrer (literally, “Sports Leader”) Hans von Tschammer und
Osten saw sports as a means to boost morale, improve workers’ productivity, harden the spirit of every
German, and encourage the citizenry (but only some of them) to feel as if they were a part of an
important national purpose. He declared: “German youth leadership is only for Aryans and not for
Jews” — a vision that became reality within months of Hitler’s becoming chancellor, as German sports
federations purged Jewish members. Jews were banned from city playgrounds, public swimming pools,
and horse racing.

It was efforts such as these which began to cause some concerns among other nations.

To counter that, Nazi officials hosted opulent parties for Olympic officials and dignitaries from many
nations, in an effort to draw participants. And, in order to further appeal to other countries invited to
participate in the Olympics, the Nazi government also backed away from

SPORT IN the earlier Nazi positions on Jewish and black athletes, promising to

G EQ i\/EANY welcome to Berlin “competitors of all races.” Along with newspaper
promotions, radio and film spots, the Propaganda Ministry promoted the
Olympics within Germany with colorful posters and athletic imagery,
drawing a link between the Third Reich and ancient Greece — all in an effort
to attract visitors from inside its borders and from around the world.

However, observers in the U.S. and elsewhere continued questioning
whether it would be moral to support Olympic Games that were hosted by
the Nazi government. At that time, Avery Brundage, head of the American
Olympic Committee (AOC) in 1933, issued a statement: “The very
foundation of the modern Olympic revival will be undermined if individual
countries are allowed to restrict participation by reason of class, creed, or
race.” (As we will see, Brundage later flipped positions, blaming opposition
to holding the Games in Berlin on Communist agitators...and worse: he
alleged the existence of a “Jewish-Communist conspiracy” to keep America
away from the Olympics.)

A Boycott is Proposed

As reports of Nazi racism and the regime’s persecution of Jews spread around the world, boycott
movements surfaced in numerous countries, including France, Sweden, Czechoslovakia, the
Netherlands, Great Britain and the United States. Most proved anemic. But a robust debate swirled in
the U.S., spearheaded by a variety of organizations — Jewish, Black, Catholic, Socialist, and some
devoted to sports. This did cause some worry to the Nazis.

By 1935, racist public policies had systematically eradicated Jews, homosexuals, Romas and other non-
Aryan pariahs from most aspects of German life. The regime had passed discriminatory measures to
keep Jews from entering universities, and from practicing such professions as law, medicine and
teaching. The debate in the U.S. heated up. In August 1935, some 20,000 people crowded into New
York’s Madison Square Gardens for an anti-Nazi and pro-boycott rally.
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Just a month later, Germany announced the infamous Nuremberg Laws, which stripped Jews, Gypsies
(Romas) and Afro-Germans (Blacks) of their citizenship rights, along with their rights to intermarriage.

Days before that action, an interfaith group meeting in New York had called for an American boycott of
the Berlin Olympics. Then, on October 1st, the National Council of Methodist Youth issued a plea to
religious leaders across America to “shun” the Games, urging a change in the Games’ location or for
members of churches and synagogues to refrain from participating. The pastors wrote an open letter
addressed to “pastors and parishes of Catholic, Protestant and Jewish churches and synagogues in the
United States,” noting that “the treatment by the present Nazi leaders of Jews, Protestants and Catholics
in Germany is reasonably well known to Americans.... [T]his treatment offends the ideals of justice and
democracy which are dear to the hearts of all freedom-loving Americans.”

The statement continued: “Not only would the games bring a much-sought tourist trade to Germany, but
the meeting in Berlin would greatly enhance the prestige of the Nazi regime within Germany and would
give the Nazis a chance to spread Fascist propaganda among the [Olympic] delegates. On the contrary,
the changing of the seat of the 1936 Olympics would be one of the most effective means of expressing
the moral indignation of civilized people at the return to barbarism of the present terrorist rule in
Germany.”

Judge Jeremiah T. Mahoney, president of the Amateur Athletic Union (AAU), became an ardent
opponent of participating in an Olympics held in Germany. He joined other prominent Catholic leaders,
including New York Mayor Fiorello La Guardia, Massachusetts Governor James Curley, and New York
Governor Al Smith in efforts to support a boycott, and to not send a U.S. team to Berlin. La Guardia
hosted a rally advocating for a boycott. “Our athletes, | hope, will refuse to lend respectability to Hitler
and his followers,” he said. “The American people, it would seem, are not in favor of sending their
athletes to the meeting in Berlin.”

The U.S. Ambassador to Germany, William E. Dodd, also joined the chorus supporting a boycott, as did
Ernest Lee Jahncke, former Secretary of the Navy. After Jahncke, a member of the IOC (International
Olympic Committee) wrote “it will be a calamity, in my opinion, if America does participate, for it now
appears as if the Olympic idea can be saved only by the refusal of Americans and of other peoples to
have anything to do with the games if they are held in Germany,” he was expelled from the body.

Not surprisingly, the American Jewish Congress and the Jewish Labor Committee similarly supported a
boycott.

The nation’s black press, as well as the National Association for the Advanced of Colored People
(NAACP), also strongly favored a boycott. The Amsterdam News, in letters to eight of the African
American Olympic hopefuls, including Jesse Owens, urged the athletes to strike a blow against Hitler by
refusing to go to Berlin. The letters stated, “Despite the limitations placed upon you as members of a
minority group, you have fought your way to the top. You have challenged and vanquished the myths of
racial superiority and inferiority....The Amsterdam News however wishes to call your attention to
another opportunity — the greatest in your brilliant careers. An opportunity to challenge the force which
seeks to destroy everything you have devoted your best years to building. A force which seeks to deny
the universal equality you have so laboriously established. This force is Hitlerism.”
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The newspaper then pleaded with the athletes: “The Amsterdam News begs you to refuse to participate
in the Olympic Games in Germany in 1936....We make this protest not only [for] the 204,000 Negroes
in Harlem, the 12,000,000 Negroes in America, and the countless darker exploited colonials throughout
the world. We speak in the name of humanity, of civilization, of all forces of enlightenment which are
threatened by Adolph Hitler and barbaric Nationalist philosophy.”

The Amsterdam News was not alone in supporting the boycott. In Los Angeles, the Sentinel raised its
voice as well. “It is plain that the Olympic Games are going to be used by Adolph Hitler to further his
campaign of hatred and discrimination against the Jews, Catholics and other minority groups,” the
Sentinel editorialized. “The fact that the Jews are the chief sufferers from his campaign of intolerance
should not deter Negroes from taking a leading part in the drive to move the Olympics.”

The newspaper acknowledged that “America’s skirts are far from clean in respect to discrimination
....We have always appealed to fair-minded people to aid us in our battle against persecution. Now that
other groups are appealing for our help, we ought to set an example.”

Jesse Owens initially considered the New Amsterdam call to shun the Olympics, and even issued a
protest statement of his own. But he soon reconsidered, announcing he would not join a boycott. Walter
White, executive director of the NAACP, sent a telegram urging Owens to alter course again. White
admitted that pointing “the finger of scorn” at other countries for racial bigotry was hypocritical of
Americans. But White also stated that stopping dictators was more important.

White had also drafted a much longer letter to Owens, retained in the NAACP archives, that was never
sent.

In it, White emphasizes that it is his “firm conviction” that the issue of participating in the Berlin
Olympics “transcends all other issues” — even if boycotting would be a personal sacrifice. Moreover, he
wrote, “the very preeminence of American negro athletes gives them an unparalleled opportunity to
strike a blow at racial bigotry.” (see full text below)

30 Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak / Johnson Family Home, Supplemental Statement -- CHC-2022-3207-HCM




#

I'thﬁ'llﬂ.l.faf-l'll:ﬂi HATIDNA.L ﬁﬁm.ﬁnﬂﬂ FDR THE EEECUTIVE OFFICLRS

e ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE |  wwrmmart  secaense
eximwan on 14 poune 88 FIFTH AVENUE, NIW YORK e SN L
H_.::::Tfr::l TELEFHANE ALoowolnw 4 3EE] ) .m-m-::::wmn
a?ﬁﬁ%“ I Th o gt u..:*h.! MECRETENT

TEESRONLE SFUOIAL COURNSEL

Byt wire Clwongros JsamiTe I Jacppos

HOARD OF DIRECTOEE ﬁ.uftggr !fb"‘-‘{;_,“-ﬂ-‘?‘h ?.“‘::c:::::

=il Jut.lhlﬂ
oo 1985

W dlehen
5 glerewes. W¥e Ny dear Mr. Owens:

T Wil ermit me to sey that it was with deep regret

Haw. Larey B [aa that 1 rn?in?nrthe Hew York ;ymss today & statement attriboted

ffon. I 3. Jurme to you saying thet you would partieipate in the 1858 Olympice
st games even il they are held in “ermany under the Hitler regime.

e el I trust you will not think me unduly officious in expressing

%a.m the hope thaet this report is erroneosus.

He.

ir.

i

v Wime  to glve up the trip to Surope and to forego the atdlalm
wmee  your athletic prowess will unguestionably bring you. 1
b= reallze equally well how hypoeritical it 1s for certaln fmerl-
ﬁ; Gungem.  cans to polnt the finger of scorn at any other country for

Eﬁ'- tisia 1 fully resllze how sreat a sacrifice it will be rn:ﬁ:;

vt B rucisl or any other k of blgotry.
% On the other hand, it is my firm conviction that the

b L 7 Wi - igsue of participation in the 1926 Olympies, 1f held in
e N s  Jormeny.under the present regime, transcends 81l other Issues.
roag T indaiphde Participation by American sthletes, and especially by those of
Topim our own race which has suffered more than any other from
T o hmerican race hatred, would, I firmly believe, do irroparable
ﬂ% harm, I toke the liberty of sending you & copy of the remarks
B dwms i Gl which I mede at & meeting here ln New York, at Mecca Temple
lest evening. Thls sorry world of ours 1s apparently hm:n.in.:
L in & fumbling way to reslize what prejudice :%um!t eny
- — minority group doss not only to other mlnoritles but to the
Ardar B, Spingars group which is in power. The very preeminence of imerican
m% Negro athletes glves them an unparalleled opportunlty to
Cumibetiigs, Mz, Btrike = blow at racial bigotry and te make other mlnority
Fals Puslfuln  groups conscious of the sameness of their problems with ours

T. 8, Tatwr and puts them under the moral obligation to think more clearly
i - end to fight more vigerously ugeinst the wrongs from which we
e Hegroaa suffer.
Flars
,,;3?‘ Put the moral issus involved is, in my opinion, far
e greater than immediate or future benefit to the Negro us &
Puttsbmegh, Fa. race. If the Hitlers snd Mussolinis of the world arse success-
e adn, ke ful it is inevitable that dictstorships besed upon prejudlice

"""'.._....." ""’E will spread throughout the world, es indeed they are now
W :f' eprecding. Defeat of dlotators before they become too firmly

How do your Semators asd Congressmen snnd an the Costignn-Wageer Anil-Lynching BillF
ENDOEERD BT THE NATIONAL [RFORMATICH BUREAU, 115 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW TORK
MNAACP Secretary Walter White to Jesse Owens coneemming the 1936 Obmmpic games, December 4, 1935, Typed

latter MAACTP Collection, Mamusernipt Dimasion, Library of Congress (082.00.00) Courtesy of the MAACP
[Dnzital ID # nad0i32pl]

D Lo gov/exhibits ‘nazep ‘the-great-depression himl
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#2 - ¥r. Owens Tecember 4, 1985.

entrenched would, on the other hand, deter mations which
through fesr or other unworthy emotions are tending towards
dlgtetorships. Let me make this guite cémorete. ti-
Semitie, anti-Catholic and anti-Negro prejudices are growing
slarmingly throughout the United SBtates. BShould efforts
towards recovery fall, there 1z no telling where America will
go. There &re some pecple who believe that & proletarisn
dietatorship will come. I do not believe this will happen
and the course of higtory glearly inmdicates that it 15 mot
likely to happen. Instesd, 1t is more probable that we would
have a fascist dietatorship.

It 415 mlso higtorienlly true that such reactlopary
dictatorsaips plck out the most vulnersble group ss 1ts first
victims. In the United Btates Lt would De the Hegro who
would be the chlef snd first sufferer, just &5 the Jews have
been made the scepegoets of Hitlerlse in Hazi Germany. Sin-
clair Lewis, in his last novel, IT GAN'T BAPPLN HELE, hes
written what seema to me to be & very sound picture of what
zay happen.

1 have u{ittm &t greater lemgth than . had intended at
the outset. hopa, however, that you will not take offense
at my writing you thus [‘ranl:i;r with the hope that you will
take the high steénd that we should rise above perscnal benefit
and help strike & blow &t intolersnce. 1 am sure that your
stand wgll be applouded by many people in all parts of the
world, as your perticipstion under the present situation in
Germeny would allenate many high-minded pecple who are awalten-
ing to the dangers of intolerance wherever lt-raises iis head.

Ever sincerely,

SeCTeLETY.

Mr. Jesse Owens

Ohlo State University
Columbus,

Ohio.

wit CTF

Letter from NAACP Secretary Walter White to Jesze Orwens concerming the 1936 Ohvmpic games, December 4, 1933,

Typed letter. Page 2. NAACP Collection, Manusenpt Divizsion, Library of Congress (082.00.01) Courtesy of the
NAACP

[Dizital ID # na0082p2]
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But the proposed boycott was derailed, by a number of factors. Even as notables such as Jahncke urged a
ban and warned that the Olympics “require fair play and the spirit of sportsmanship, and | find these
utterly lacking in the German preparations,” in the sports world there was a wide-held belief that sports
and politics should remain separate. This belief was in the face of polling in late 1935 showed that 43%
of Americans actually favored a boycott or moving the Olympics to a different locale. But keeping
politics and sports in separate spheres allowed many sports leaders to look the other way from the Nazi
regime’s anti-Semitism and discrimination. They were “seduced,” historians now often say, by empty
promises that the Nazis would fairly allow Jewish athletes to vie to be on German teams, which
undermined a primary argument in favor of the boycott.

In the end, one man played an outsized role in securing America’s participation in the Olympics -- one
could say as another propaganda master who shrewdly manipulated public opinion.

Avery Brundage in 1935 argued forcefully that the internal affairs of Germany should not be utilized as
a consideration that might keep American athletes from pursuing their dreams. Even though it was
Brundage who, in 1933, first questioned U.S. participation if the Nazis barred German Jews from that
nation’s teams (stating that “I do not think the International Olympic Committee can dodge this issue”)
he had long since changed his mind — after, of course, being wined and dined in Berlin by Nazi officials
in 1934.

On June 4, 1934, Brundage was requested by the American Olympic Committee to go to Germany to
“investigate charges to the effect that Nazi policies have debarred Jewish athletes from participation in
training for the 1936 Olympic games," reported the Jewish Telegraph Agency. "The United States will
decline to participate in the games if in Mr. Brundage’s judgment Germany has not kept its pledge of
complete freedom of opportunity for Jewish athletes.” The motion had been seconded by Charles
Ornstein, of the Jewish Welfare Board.

However, after visiting Germany that summer, Brundage came home to give a speech on “German
Day,” October 4, 1934, in which he now lauded the “heroic struggle of the German people” who had
overcome the demoralized spirit of five years previous and were now bound to triumph. Brundage was
now fully supportive of the United States participating in the 1936 Olympics. Anyone who had the
opposite view, he said many times, must be overly influenced by “the Jews,” who “have been clever
enough to realize the publicity value of sport.”

Over the next year, Brundage repeated two main themes as the tug-of-war over an American boycott
continued. His first adage: no matter what, the success of the Olympic Movement required that it avoid
entanglement in religious or political issues. The Olympic Games were “for athletes, not politicians.”

Second, and more ominous: Brundage blamed Jews in America, especially the “vocal” New York Jews,
for much of the controversy. Scholar Carolyn Marvin said that Brundage “confided to his friends” that
his partisan goal in supporting a successful Berlin Olympics was to advance democracy against
Communism and against “the misguided politics of Eastern liberals in league with Jewish interest
groups.” He said, “We must force the Jews who wish to use the Games as a weapon to strike the Nazis
to mind their own business and let sport alone.”
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Brundage’s chief opponent, Judge Mahoney, rebutted: It was the Nazi regime, he said, who were guilty
of manipulating the Olympics for political gain. The Nazis had failed to provide credible proof that
German Jews would be allowed to compete, Mahoney argued. He argued that Brundage, in
whitewashing the true situation in Germany, was in effect doing the bidding of a foreign country. “The
Nazi government wants more than American participation in a sporting contest,” Mahoney asserted. “It
wants to bring the American dollar into the very weakened Nazi treasury. And it wants to picture Hitler
with Uncle Sam standing behind him and saying, ‘We are with you, Adolph!””

But in the end, Brundage prevailed, albeit by a razor thin margin, when the AOC voted, 58 % to 55 %, to
not boycott the Berlin Olympics.

Let the Games Begin

On July 15, 1936, the delegation of 384 U.S. Olympic athletes and staff boarded the S.S. Manhattan, a
luxury liner based in New York, bound for Hamburg, Germany and the Olympic Games. A band played
as they set sail. Among the team members (the largest U.S. team ever) were 18 African American
athletes.

They were assigned staterooms together, four men to a room, but otherwise all activities aboard ship
were integrated. (Archie Williams remembered, “it was sort of like saying, ‘We want to make sure that
you are with your own kind.” In fact, | didn't have as much in common with some of these kids as with
the white kids I went to college with. But | did feel there was a lot of racial prejudice, a feeling that they
looked at us as different.”)

Several athletes later recalled how impressed they were by the abundance of the food — both aboard ship
and, later, in the Olympic Village. When the ship landed at Hamburg, the lavish red carpet treatment
began. A band greeted the arriving American athletes; then everyone was transported to the centuries-
old city hall, a building steeped in tradition. City officials gave speeches — in German — and the U.S.
team was given ceremonial keys to the city.

Then, recalled Archie Williams, “we got on the train and when we got to Berlin the same thing
happened. On the street the people immediately recognized us. They would come up to us for
autographs and they would want to talk and invite you in to have a cup of coffee.”

The “Jews Not Welcome” and other anti-Semitic signage forbidding Jews and other “undesirables”
entry into various parts of Berlin had been removed from restaurants, hotels and public places.
International tourists saw smiling Brownshirts and SS officers. For the athletes, each residence “cottage”
had two stewards on duty at all times.

The opening ceremony on August 1 included more than 5,000 athletes representing 51 nations. A chorus
of 3,000 Germans sang the national anthem, Deutschland Uber Alles, followed by the Nazi anthem,
Horst Wessel Lied. The dirigible, the Hindenburg, flew over the stadium, flying the Olympic flag.
Thousands of white pigeons were released. The Olympic torch arrived, having been carried by a relay
team of 3,000 runners from Olympia, Greece — the first time in modern Olympic history this had been
done.
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By the time the Games concluded on August 16, more than 3 million tickets had been sold, and another
half million passes issued to athletes, press, and honored guests. The Berlin Olympics were widely
acknowledged to be the most lavish games to that date, and many visitors and journalists at the event
were lulled by the vision of a peaceful, tolerant Germany. It would not be long before the world realized
that the glorious facade of the Games camouflaged the racist, militaristic character of the Nazi regime.

Beyond the pomp and circumstance, the narrative of the Berlin Games is important to our understanding
of the history of this era. Germany’s athletes did win the most gold medals. But the Americans, and
specifically the African American members of the U.S. team, took the greatest number of medals in
track and field events, the popular heart of the Olympics. Cornelius Johnson’s record high jump, Jesse
Owens's four gold medals, Archie Williams’ gold medal-winning sprint, and all the other medals earned
by Team USA'’s black competitors proved that the world's greatest athlete was not an Aryan.

DIVERSITY:

As a part of its current efforts to broadly counter systemic racism and implicit bias, the City of Los
Angeles has expressed twin goals of increasing the diversity of designated historic resources and
pushing toward social justice and equity.

In early 2021, the National Trust for Historic Preservation issued a strongly-worded statement regarding
justice and equity in historic preservation, describing a vision where this nation’s landmarks would
reflect America’s complete history of all of its people.

“The National Trust believes that every American should be able to see themselves, their history,
and their potential in our collective story and in our national landscape.

This belief is at the core of our vital mission to tell the full American story. With historic
preservation we’re saving the places, memories, and stories that reflect the diverse people who
make up our country...we are honored to be able to highlight places that tell the story of all
Americans, including women, people of color, and others whose contributions to our cultural
heritage are often overlooked.

Yet just a small fraction of the sites on the National Register of Historic Places represent women
and people of color. As a nation, we have work to do to fill in the gaps of our cultural heritage.
That’s why the National Trust for Historic Preservation shines a long-overdue spotlight on
generations of trailblazers by saving the places where they raised their voices, took their stands,
and found the courage to change the world. We can tell a fuller American story. It’s a story that
does justice to the contributions of women, people of color, and all Americans in shaping our
nation and leading us forward. And it’s a story that stirs us all to take pride in our shared
heritage and inspires us to create an even more perfect union for generations to come.”
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This 2021 statement echoes former National Trust President Stephanie Meeks’ 2009 speech — given
during a conference in Southern California — when she declared that “it is a time of transformational
change in America.” By the year 2050, she said, and possibly decades sooner, the United States will be a
country that is majority minority. Yet few designated landmarks, locally or federally, then or now,
reflect this diversity. Meeks urged preservationists and historians everywhere to “reconsider what is
important, taking into account the layers of history,” when landmarking this country’s heritage places.

Today, the oak stands in a densely populated working-class neighborhood almost devoid of tree
cover and open spaces. There are only two small parks within a mile of the property. Los Angeles
ranks 74™ of 100 American cities in park access. At a time when Angelenos are increasingly
aware of a concept called “Tree Equity,” Council District 10’s neighborhoods rank among the
lowest in Los Angeles, with a tree canopy coverage percentage (for the district overall) of 15.46%,
compared to the nearby Hancock Park area (former CD4 at the time of the inventory survey) of
36.66% -- twice as many trees. The protection of mature trees, both in the public realm AND
significant trees including the Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak, is a key step to closing LA’s
Urban Forest Canopy Equity Gap.

The Johnson Family home and the associated Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak Tree together call
attention to a family story of migration, hope, determination, and community, along with reminding us
of the challenges and opportunities, the sometimes miraculous, often perilous, journey minority athletes
have faced in this country.

This potential Historic Cultural Monument, if designated and added to the City’s roster of landmarks,
shines a light on the heterogeneity of a Los Angeles neighborhood; celebrates the lives and
accomplishments of individual African American citizens; and commemorates stories of racism both in
America and in Europe.

In terms of evaluating the merits of whether a cultural resource ought to be recognized, that means at
times digging deeper, learning more, respecting the “other” and above all, listening to the core of the
story. Modest and vernacular houses, like the Johnson Family home, and even trees, can tell hidden
stories. Without recognizing homes like these, and designating them so future generations can learn
their stories, the City will be destined to continue the pattern of racial disparity in historic preservation.

INTEGRITY:

The Johnson Family Home retains sufficient integrity to tell the story of the family that owned the
property for more than a century. Integrity is “the ability of a property to convey its historical
associations or attributes,” and the Johnson home, while humble, very much looks the same today as it
did when S.C. Johnson and Pearl Cooper Johnson were raising their children — and when Cornelius
began jumping higher than anyone else.
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The key question is: Would the Johnson family members who lived there recognize it as it is today? The
answer is Yes. Indeed, the primary alteration, e.g. the enclosure of the original front porch to become
habitable interior space, was constructed by the family (Cornelius’s father) early in the 20" century,
when Cornelius was just a boy and the family was growing.

Specifically: The physical structure is in the same location as when built. The exterior design of the
main building retains its form, plan, space, structure and style, from day of construction (although
the front porch is partially enclosed). The setting, the former Pico Heights / Pellissier Tract, has
certainly had intrusions but since this is a corner property its essential character remains in the same
relationship to its setting as before. Most of its materials and its workmanship are intact to when the
Johnson family members were the owners. The building’s physical features retain their “feeling,” and
historic sense of the particular period in time.

CONCLUSION:

The Johnson Family home and the Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak Tree deserve to be preserved and
treasured as living symbols of Los Angeles’s history and hopes.

An enduring cliche of Los Angeles is the Hollywood hopeful with a dream of sudden stardom. The truth
of Los Angeles is the migrants escaping repression and poverty, who came here armed with hope and
energy, and made their dreams come true.

The Johnsons and Coopers were among thousands of families who have come to Los Angeles seeking a
better life, through economic and social opportunities unavailable to them in their original homelands,
but their scion, Cornelius, was one of a kind: a home-grown, publicly educated son of the city who —
through talent, hard work, and perseverance — became the best high jumper in the world, recognized and
celebrated far beyond his city and country. Similarly, the house may be one of many modest original
vernacular, owner-built family homes from the very early 20" century (although numbers are shrinking),
but the Olympic Tree is utterly unique. Together, they can serve as examples for us all.

The Olympic Oak reminds us of the worst that mankind is capable of, with its undercurrent of racial
hatred and prejudice. At the same time, the tree celebrates the triumph of the Olympic spirit and values
of friendship, excellence, respect, courage, determination, inspiration and equality, highlighted in the
story of one of Los Angeles’s greatest athletes.

As Los Angeles prepares to welcome the world to the 2028 Olympic Games, Cornelius Johnson’s
Olympic Oak recalls the past and embodies hopes for the future.
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1156 S. Hobart - 1922 Permit for remodel and repair, second page
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There are many references to Cornelius Johnson throughout his career, in sports and local news.
Even when expressing admiration for his feats, newspapers frequently referred to his race as well
as his physique, especially in his early years. Some examples:

Cornelius Johnson, a Los Angeles high school Negro stripling (San Bernardino Sun,
July 2, 1932)

the Los Angeles Negro boy, Cornelius Johnson (San Bernardino Sun, August 1, 1932)

Cornelius Johnson, Negro, captain elect of the Los Angeles High School track team
(Oakland Tribune, May 2, 1933)

Cornelius Johnson, L. A. High's great colored jumper (San Pedro News Pilot, May 8,
1933)

Cornelius Johnson, great Negro star (Oakland Tribune, May 21, 1933)

Cornelius Johnson, Los Angeles Negro high school youth (Oakland Tribune, July 1,
1933)

Cornelius Johnson. Los Angeles Negro prepster (Oakland Tribune, July 6, 1933)
Cornelius Johnson, the sepia-colored high-jumper (Corsair, February 28, 1934)

Cornelius Johnson of Compton Junior college, Negro youth (San Bernardino Sun,
March 4, 1934)

Cornelius Johnson, the willowy Negro from Compton Junior College (Oakland
Tribune, April 12, 1934)

Cornelius Johnson, tall, lean Negro high jumper (San Bernardino Sun, April 15,
1934)

Cornelius Johnson, elongated negro high jumper (San Pedro News Pilot, April 28,
1934)

Cornelius Johnson, Dusky Compton Junior college star (San Pedro News Pilot, May
8, 1934)

Cornelius Johnson, lithe Negro from Compton Junior College (Oakland Tribune, May
11, 1934)

Cornelius Johnson, the lanky Negro jumper (Oakland Tribune, May 23, 1934)
Cornelius Johnson, long legged Negro youth (San Bernardino Sun, June 4, 1934)

Cornelius Johnson, a confident Negro from Compton Junior College (Oakland
Tribune, June 7, 1934)

Cornelius Johnson, colored high jump ace (Daily News, June 7, 1934)
Cornelius Johnson, the Compton Negro (Oakland Tribune, July 1, 1934)
Cornelius Johnson, Negro sensation (San Bernardino Sun, December 24, 1934)



“Abraham Lincoln Won 1936 Olympic Games: Colored Athletes to Play Larger Part Than Ever in Track
Classics to Come,” by W.L. Stanton. Los Angeles Times, August 17, 1936: Al4.



Sample newspaper coverage of Cornelius’s pre-Olympic career, 1932-1933

Santa Cruz Evening News, July 18, 1932, page 7

Los Angeles Daily News, May 3, 1933, page 8

By R. A. CRONIN

P

C‘nmm.ma JOHNSON set & new world's interscholastic high jump rec-
ord In the all-city track meet Monday. That was only part of Cor-

gu Johnson's exploits. Cornellus won .he 220 yards in 22 flat; he ran

-

anchor lap of the relay team, which his team won. Cornelius John-
Angeles high school, which won the meet with ease.
others by 12 points, If more points had been necessary
Cornelius Johnson would have ‘unlimbered his 6 feet, 4 inches of ebony
and made 'em. He's good in a lot of other events, e |
. Ut you were fortunate enough to have witnessed . ¢ Olympic |

‘Games high jump you will recall that Cornelius Johnson tied all the

| rest at the high point of 6 feet, 6 Inches, Lut faded to fourth place in

e jump off, which was won by McNaughton, with Van Osdal sec-

and the Filipino, Toribio, third,

- There is no telling what this senlor from L. A. high will do with a
%ﬂm experience. If nothing in the malter of ankle or leg strain
| him, he ought to set & new world's record for high jumping. He
fook the high school record away from Willis Ward, now a sophombre at
the University of Michigan, who jumped 6 feet, 6 inches. Willls Ward is
mu much of a brunet as Cornelius Johnson, but Willi= falled In the
for the Olympic team. 4 |

L] .



Sample newspaper coverage of Cornelius’s pre-Olympic career, 1936

“Local Olympic Timber,” by Frank Fitch. Los Angeles Times, April 14, 1936: A12



Cornelius Johnson’s Record of Death, Seattle, February 15, 1946



Johnson and Cooper Family Trees - Cornelius Johnson’s grandparents, parents, aunts, and cousins

Based on census records; birth, death, and marriage documents; and contemporary newspaper reports



Johnson Family — misc. sources beyond census and directory records

1913 - Christmas story about Cornelius’s older brothers (Los Angeles Herald, December 18, 1913, p. 1)

1927 - Cornelius’s sister Pearlita at Lake Elsinore (from "Lake
Elsinore: A Southern California African American Resort Area
During the Jim Crow Era, 1920s-1960s, and the Challenges of
Historic Preservation Commemoration," by Alison Rose
Jefferson)



1940 - Cornelius Johnson's draft card (accessed via Ancestry.com)

1948 —S.C. Johnson’s obituary (Los Angeles Sentinel, April 15, 1948: page 8)



1948 - Entries for Pearl, S.C., and Cornelius Johnson in the Negro Who’s Who in California, 1948



(n.d.) S.C.Johnson’s death record, showing his mother’s maiden name (accessed via Ancestry.com)

Shadrack Johnson

in the California, U.S., Death Index, 1940-1997

Detail Source

nName:  Shadrack Johnson
Gender: Male
Birth Date: 21 Feb 1869
Birth Place: MNorth Carolina
Death Date: 4 Apr1948
Death Place:  Ventura
Mother's Maiden Name: Hayward

Father's Surname:  Johnson

1949 — Mothers’ Day tribute to Pearl Johnson (California Eagle, May 5, 1949: 1)



PICO HEIGHTS

Pico Heights Trolley (Cabinet photo), 1887:

Los Angeles Country Club, Pico and Western Links, 1897:



1902 Reuger Map:



Pico Heights and Pellissier Tract — Miscellaneous references

Los Angeles Times, 19 March 1889

Los Angeles Herald, Number 140, 17 February 1899

Los Angeles Herald, Number 169, 18 March 1899



Los Angeles Herald, Number 228, 16 May 1899

Los Angeles Herald, Volume XXIX, Number 150, 28 February 1902

Los Angeles Herald, Volume XXX, Number 224, 19 May 1903



Johnson Family Home at 1152 Hobart (next door to Subject property; no longer extant)

(This is the first home purchased by the Johnson, by 1897, on what was then the same parcel as 1156 S.
Hobart, described in early directories as sitting on “the northeast corner of Pellissier and 12" Street.” It
has been demolished.)

Historic Resources Survey Report -
Wilshire Community Plan Area
Individual Resources — 01/26/15

https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/a4ef4ac0-b50f-4238-a52d-
cb6c739765cd/Wilshire CPA Individual Resources 2.pdf



https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/a4ef4ac0-b50f-4238-a52d-cb6c739765cd/Wilshire_CPA_Individual_Resources_2.pdf
https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/a4ef4ac0-b50f-4238-a52d-cb6c739765cd/Wilshire_CPA_Individual_Resources_2.pdf

Japanese population in the Uptown District, 1927

From "The Factors Affecting the Geographical Aggregation and Dispersion of the Japanese Residents in
the City of Los Angeles," by Koyoshi Uono (Master of Arts thesis, University of Southern California,
1927), page 130.



Population charts of total White and Negro Population, 1850-1930

THE

From

TOTAL WHITE AND NEGRO POPULATION OF LOS ANGELES

FEOM 1850 TC 19320

Percentage

of Negroc
Year Total White Negro of Total
1850 1,610 1,598 12 0.07
1860 4,385 2,280 E5 1.50
1870 3,728 3,345 &3 1.60
1880 11,183 10,379 102 0.90
1830 30,3585 47,205 1,283 2.50
1500 102,475 5,082 2,121 2.00
1510 313,158 305,307 7,599 2.30
1520 376,673 546,864 15,57% 2.70
1530 1,238,048 1,073,584 3E,894 3.10

* Date secured from United States Census

Bond, J. Max. “The Negro in Los Angeles.” Ph.D. Dissertation, University of

Southern California, 1936.
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University of California

University of California Cooperative Extension, Los Angeles County 4-HYouth Development

. Farm Advisor
From the campus to the community Cardenine & Horticult
ard enlng ortaculture

Natural Resources
Nutrition, Family & Consumer Science

Cultural Heritage Commission 1 June 2022
City of Los Angeles

Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak Tree

Ref: CHC-2022-3207-HCM, 1156 S. Hobart Blvd.

To Whom It May Concern:

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to write a letter of support to designate the
Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak Tree a Historic-Cultural Monument. I retired three years
ago after working for 36 years in Los Angeles for the University of California, Division of
Agriculture and Natural Resources, Cooperative Extension, where I performed research
and education on trees and the urban forest for industry and homeowners. In 1988,
authored Exceptional Trees of Los Angeles (California Arboretum Foundation, Arcadia),
which identified the oldest, largest, most historic, or otherwise most exceptional
individual tree specimens of their kind within Los Angeles County. The purpose was to
publicize and document these exceptional trees, educate the public about their
significance and value, and hopefully lead to their protection and preservation. At the
time, if I would have known about the Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak Tree, I would have
certainly included it in my book.

The Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak Tree is worthy of protected status as a Historic-
Cultural Monument not only because it is one of the oldest trees of its kind in Los Angeles,
but, more importantly, because of its historic-cultural value to the African-American
community and experience in Los Angeles and the United States, and, in this case, even
internationally. As the first American champion in the 1936 Olympic Games in Berlin,
African-American Cornelius Johnson stood on the winner’s podium to receive his gold
medal in the high jump amidst a throng of white supremacist, Nazi-saluting Germans. Like
many winners at these Games, Johnson was gifted a baby oak seedling, which he brought
back to Los Angeles and planted next to his house on Hobart Blvd. where, over the years, it
grew into a large, strong tree. After nearly 90 years, the Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak
Tree is one of the few in its class still surviving in the United States and around the world.

The basis for providing Historic-Cultural Monument status for the Cornelius Johnson
Olympic Oak Tree include its historic-cultural value as:
1. A symbol of African-American achievement, resilience, and triumph on a world
platform in the face of racist, white-supremacist, Nazi dogma.
2. One of the last surviving “gift” trees anywhere from the 1936 Olympic Games in
Berlin.

700 W. Main St., Alhambra, CA 91801
Tel: (626) 586-1971 + Fax: (626) 943-3840 -+ http://celosangeles.ucdavis.edu
The University of California, Los Angeles County and U.S. Department of Agriculture cooperating since 1914



CHC Letter of Support, Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak Tree, page 2

3. One of the oldest of its kind in the Los Angeles area.
4. Its association with the Cornelius Johnson house on Hobart Blvd., which is also
worthy of Historic-Cultural Monument status.

For these reasons, I urge you to confer Historic-Cultural Monument status to the
Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak Tree for its protection and preservation. Awarding this
status at this time is now more important than ever to symbolize a strong, unwavering
stand against a rising tide of racist ideology in our country and around the world.

Sincerely,

Donald B. H#odel

Donald R. Hodel

Emeritus Environmental Horticulture Advisor
Specializing in Palms, Trees, and Landscape Management
drhodel@ucanr.edu

/(/() University of California

Agriculture and Natural Resources



mailto:drhodel@ucanr.edu

6/1/22, 10:26 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Case number: CHC-2022-3207-HCM ~ Cornelius Johnson house and Olympic Oak

Case number: CHC-2022-3207-HCM ~ Cornelius Johnson house and Olympic Oak

1 message

Planning CHC <chc@lacity.org>

rperelman@perelman-pioneer.com <rperelman@perelman-pioneer.com> Wed, Jun 1, 2022 at 10:01 AM

To: chc@lacity.org

To the Cultural Heritage Commission:

| am writing in support of the further consideration of the Cornelius Johnson home and Olympic
Oak (case number: CHC-2022-3207-HCM) for Monument status.

It is not well known or appreciated that Johnson was not just the Berlin 1936 Olympic high jump
champion, but that he was a two-time Olympian, finishing fourth at the 1932 Los Angeles Games
while still a student at Los Angeles High School, a true native Angeleno!

He also won or shared eight U.S. titles and co-set the world record at the 1936 U.S. Trials.

And he was the athlete snubbed by Adolf Hitler in 1936, as Johnson won his gold on the first day
of track & field, 2 August 1936. German Tilly Fleischer won the women'’s javelin, German Hans
Woellke won the men’s shot and Finn limari Salminen won the men’s 10,000 m and Hitler greeted
them, but not Johnson, a black athlete. Jesse Owens won the men’s 100 m the next day.

Please follow the staff recommendation and advance to full consideration of the Johnson home
and Olympic Oak as a Los Angeles Cultural Heritage Monument.

Rich Perelman

Editor, TheSportsExaminer.com

Vice President/Press Operations, Los Angeles Olympic Organizing Committee (1981-85)
Life Member, International Society of Olympic Historians

Member, Association of Track & Field Statisticians

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOxLT2AbS_tOtBmOY85X0nUIbAvaGpeMwY 3l4yRI5mfo7G1-/u/0/?ik=af94feea32&view=pt&search=all&permthid...
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6/2/22, 8:10 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - URGENT || SAVE the Grant D. Venerable Residence at 2921 S Budlong Ave from demolition

Planning CHC <chc@lacity.org>

URGENT || SAVE the Grant D. Venerable Residence at 2921 S Budlong Ave from

demolition
1 message

Antonio Guerrero <antonioguerreroc@gmail.com> Thu, Jun 2, 2022 at 7:46 AM
To: CHC@lacity.org
Cc: ken.bernstein@lacity.org

Dear Office of Historic Resources & Cultural Heritage Commission of Los Angeles,

I’'m writing today to voice my support for the nomination of the Grant D. Venerable Family Residence at 2921 S. Budlong
Avenue and to urge you to mark the application ‘complete’ and place it on the next CHC agenda, as we believe this
property is at great risk of demolition.

It is my understanding the Venerable family is in full support of the nomination, and the North Area Empowerment
Congress (NANDC) voted unanimously to place it on the Board’s agenda for today, June 2nd.

This rustic craftsman residence designed by noted architects Neal Dow Barker and George J. Webster in 1908 bore
witness to an American history that's been overlooked for too long and is being demolished before it has its chance to be
properly surveyed.

Grant D. Venerable is known as the first graduate of African descent from the California Institute of Technology in 1932. In
addition to breaking barriers in academia, the Venerable family were instrumental in striking down housing discrimination
laws nationwide. Their family history is representative of one of the largest human migrations in United States history,
which saw African Americans fleeing Jim Crow South for cities like Los Angeles, where they established influential
communities rich in culture and economy.

It was on Budlong Avenue in the Adams-Normandie block that the Venerables moved in 1946, one of the first Black
families on the block. That they were welcomed there and thrived is a further testament to the multicultural history of Los
Angeles & West Adams, described by Grant D. Venerable’s son as, “a very racially integrated area inhabited by people
who consciously chose to be amongst other people... and lived quite harmoniously together.”

But just under a mile away, the right to live in West Adams was being vigorously opposed. Venerable’s uncle & big-
brother figure, C. Blaine Venerable, was an esteemed entrepreneur, philanthropist & hotelier in an era when most L.A.
hotels were segregated. His wife Nellie Venerable was the named defendant in the “Sugar Hill” lawsuits, in which black
residents were sued for violating race-restrictive housing covenants. The decision in the Tolhurst vs. Venerable lawsuit
established the precedent for the Supreme Court case, which struck down race covenants nationwide and paved the way
for the Fair Housing Act.

Grant D. Venerable followed in his uncle Blaine’s footsteps by operating The McAlpin hotel in Downtown L.A., which was
featured in the Green Book as a safe place for Black people in need of shelter in Los Angeles.

The Adams & Jefferson Normandie blocks were hubs for formidable Black Americans in the 20th century, alongside
thriving Korean, Japanese, Chinese, Jewish & Caucasian communities. Directly across the street from the Venerables
stands the home & music school of Leon & Dovie Steward. Like the Venerables, the Stewards were stalwarts of their
community — committee members of the NAACP, YMCA, mentors to young Black people in academia, and even
columnists to the Los Angeles Tribune. Two houses to the north of the Venerables at 2911 S Budlong Ave, Ellen M. Pryor
was a single black woman and manager at the Board of Education at a time when Los Angeles Schools suffered from de
facto segregation.

Both of these properties reside just 1 property south from the Adams-Normandie HPOZ boundary, which offers no historic
protection whatsoever for any residence below 29th st, including the Venerable Family Residence and the A.C. Tobias
house at 2915 S Budlong Ave. Designed by the same architects (Barker & Webster, who designed many famous
residences throughout Los Angeles, Pasadena & Altadena), these houses form a trio with 2911 S. Budlong, all with
similar footprints, designs and strong present integrity despite some alterations. 2915 S Budlong was recently
recommended by the Cultural Heritage Commission for Landmarking status in recognition of its design (CHC-2021-
10146-HCM).

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwr_1vp91aVERXnP_hovf2FeKwMfA2uJulXhMAz_iFMLiIDN/u/0/?ik=af94feea32&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/2



6/2/22, 8:10 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - URGENT || SAVE the Grant D. Venerable Residence at 2921 S Budlong Ave from demolition

That these houses share property lines, rich histories, and a lack of historical designation begs the question: how many
more stories on these streets are currently overlooked, and will soon be forgotten?

These extraordinary properties of extraordinary personages risk being demolished, just as Bessie Burke’s home has
been, and Paul Revere Williams house nearly was. C. Blaine Venerable’s mansion is now a parking lot, as is the McAlpin
hotel. If we allow these landmarks to continue to be lost, we are robbing future generations of a rare and moving
American story. With so many properties at risk, it is important now more than ever to move with urgency before we lose
this vital historic resource.

Landmarking this residence in honor of the entire Venerable Family will ensure future generations look at a craftsman
bungalow in the heart of South LA, and learn about a family & a neighborhood that represents America in all of its
complexity and resilience.

Sincerely,

Antonio Guerrero
Concerned resident of Adams-Normandie

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwr_1vp91aVERXnP_hovf2FeKwMfA2uJulXhMAz_iFMLiIDN/u/0/?ik=af94feea32&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 2/2
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The above submission documents inciude the height plans for the historic
Albemarle Apt. on pages 2, 3, ahe proposed new infill Prairie apartment plans are
on Page 5 for the front east and south side elevations (JPA a4.01) and an enlargement
on page 6 that shows the Height to the Main Roof at 39 feet, 6 inches.

| have also included on page 7 the Zoning Code Criteria (GO.02) that has a line
item for the “Top of Parapet”. | have a serious concemn that the “Painted Metal
Guardrail” has not been recognized as the buildings “Parapet”. | found no height
information for the “Guardrail” in the plans but it would appear to be around 4 feet.

My American College Dictionary defines the word as: par-a-pet n. 2. any
protective wall or barrier at the edge of a balcony or roof, bridge, or the like. | have no
access to the definitions that may be supplied along with the City Code requirements but
if looks like a protective barrier, and since its located at the edge of the roof. is it not a
parapet? If this parapet height is added to the Main Roof Height as is the case for the

historic Albemarle Apts. then the combined height for the new Prairie apartments could
be around 43 or 44 feet high.

Should the illustrated barrier, at the roof edge not be found to be a parapet then
the applicant’s submitted plans stand at 39 feet, 6 inches feet in height which makes it
4-inches higher than the historic Albemarle Apts. parapet wall at 39 feet 2 inches. it

also makes it 4 feet 2 inches higher than the historic Albemarie Apts. Main Roof Height
of 35 feet 4 inches.
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State of California The Resources Agency Primary #
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI #

PRIMARY RECORD Trinomial
NRHP Status Code 3CD
Other Listings

Review Code Reviewer Date
Page 1 of 1 *Resource Name or #: 668 West 28" Street
P1. Other Identifier: Kappa Alpha Psi
*pP2. Location: Not for Publication X Unrestricted
*a. County Los Angeles and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.)
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad Date T ;R of  ofSec ; B.M.
c. Address 668 West 28" Street City _ Los Angeles Zip 90007
d. UTM: Zone . mE/ mN

e. Other Locational Data: APN: 5123-013-409

*P3a. Description:

This two-story Regency-inspired Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity house was originally constructed in 1906, but
has since experienced exterior alterations in the 1930s, 1950s and 1960s. Capped by a low-pitched, side-
gabled roof with shallow overhanging eaves, the symmetrical building is rectangular in plan and sheathed in
stucco with red brick accents. Distinguishing features include a raised two-story semicircular portico with
pipe columns and stylized capitals, pedimented entry, multi-paned double hung sash, molded lintels and
pilasters. A broad grassy lawn bisected by a concrete path fronts the residence. Other than wood shutters
that were removed in recent years, the dwelling does not appear to have experienced major exterior
alterations.

*P3b. Resource Attributes: HP3. Multiple family property
*P4.Resources Present: Building Structure  Object  Site  District Element of District Other (Isolates, etc.)

P5a. _ P5b. Description of Photo:
4 | North elevation, looking south/July 2005

*P6. Date Constructed/Age and Source:
Xl Historic  Prehistoric  Both
1906, 1921, 1934, Building permits

*P7. Owner and Address:
Private

*P8. Recorded by:
Peter Moruzzi
Architectural Historian
2935 Angus Street

Los Angeles, CA 90039

*P9. Date Recorded: February 2007

*P10.Survey Type:

California Register Nomination

*P11. Report Citation: City of Los Angeles, Community Redevelopment Agency. “Historic Resources Survey Update:
Exposition/University Park Redevelopment Area,” prepared by PCR Services Corp., April 2006.

*Attachments: | NONE  Location Map Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record
Archaeological Record [XIDistrict Record  Linear Feature Record Milling Station Record  Rock Art Record
Artifact Record | Photograph Record Other (List):

DPR 523A (1/95) *Required information
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Amendment to Historic-Cultural-Monument Nomination form for the
HOLLYWOOD HOME SAVINGS & LOAN

This amendment is to replace page 4 of the written statements following the application form in
the file to correct the list of character defining features.

Character-Defining Features
The period of significance for the property at 1500 Vine Street is 1968-70, when initial construction was

completed. The property retains substantial and significant exterior and interior character-defining features
which reflect the original New Formalist architecture as envisioned and implemented by designer Millard
Sheets. Exterior character-defining features include:

Site

* Prominent corner location, with oblique orientation addressing the corner intersection of Sunset
Blvd and Vine Street.

* In front of bank structure, a circular fountain mounted with a 1920s-era statue of Europa riding Zeus
by Paul Manship surrounded by a pebbledash forecourt.

= Concrete masonry planters wrapping around the building to form part of the podium

Building Exterior

*  Building symmetrically configured as a central rectangular volume flanked by slightly shorter,
shallowly southwest-projecting rectangular volumes, each with a simple, travertine-clad, geometrically
detailed overhang extending toward the primary entry

*  Symmetrical double-story, travertine clad, New Formalist “jewel box™ structure fronted by broad
concrete steps and travertine planters.

*  Flat roof with simple parapet adorned with a glazed ceramic tile cornice.

*  Double height windows bays on the southeast and northwest as well as rear facade which hold fixed,
tripartite, bronze colored aluminum windows, ornamented by geometrically detailed and glazed
ceramic panels matching the cornice.

®  Primary facade holds a massive floor-to-ceiling granite mosaic mural of Hollywood celebrities
(pictures in white columns of mural, lists of names in gold on the black marble of the mural),
resembling film strips. Cast stone door surround.

" Rear facade has two narrower granite mosaics matching those on the front flanking a series of
stained-glass windows illustrating “famous chase scenes featuring everyone from Keystone Kops to
Moby Dick”, flush with the facade rather than recessed.

Interior character-defining features include:
"  Axial placement of the entrances to allow for a clear flow and sight lines through the bank
" “Squaw Man” mural on southwest wall completed 1970 (end of period of significance)

*  Double-height lobby
= Skylight

6/1/2022



6/1/22, 4:29 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - CHC-2022-3207-HCM

Planning CHC <chc@lacity.org>

CHC-2022-3207-HCM

1 message

Brigid Brannagh Lyons <justinandbrigid@prodigy.net> Wed, Jun 1, 2022 at 3:49 PM
To: CHC@lacity.org

| support the Cornelius Johnson house being designated as a historical monument. Thank you Brigid Lyons

Sent from my iPhone

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOyVjjAvklQlI2hdjzZQE67v9SpjCs3xuz3bHP78CQkP3YJ7/u/0/?ik=af94feea32&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thr...  1/1



6/1/22, 4:30 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak CHC-2022-3207-HCM 1156 S. Hobart Blvd.

Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak CHC-2022-3207-HCM 1156 S. Hobart Blvd.

1 message

Planning CHC <chc@lacity.org>

catherine m estrada <simpaticostudiola@gmail.com> Wed, Jun 1, 2022 at 4:04 PM

To: Planning Chc <chc@lacity.org>
Dear Cultural Heritage Commission,
Oak trees are special in their own right. They were here in ancient times and used by native peoples. They are beautiful

and hardy. They provide food and shelter for wildlife and shade for us in own own backyard should we be fortunate
enough to have one. A native oak tree is actually protected in the state of California.

Although the Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak is not a native oak it has its own special and unique history and story that
must not be forgotten. Please take the opportunity to preserve this very important, LIVING piece of history. Please do not
allow “development” to destroy it.

This tree and the property it is on should be on the Historic Cultural Monument list, no question.

Thank you for your time.

Best regards,

Cathy Estrada
Stakeholder University Park

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOyVjjAvklQlI2hdjzZQE67vI9SpjCs3xuz3bHP78CQkP3YJ7/u/0/?ik=af94feea32&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thr...
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University of California

University of California Cooperative Extension, Los Angeles County 4-HYouth Development

. Farm Advisor
From the campus to the community Cardenine & Horticult
ard enlng ortaculture

Natural Resources
Nutrition, Family & Consumer Science

Cultural Heritage Commission 1 June 2022
City of Los Angeles

Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak Tree

Ref: CHC-2022-3207-HCM, 1156 S. Hobart Blvd.

To Whom It May Concern:

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to write a letter of support to designate the
Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak Tree a Historic-Cultural Monument. I retired three years
ago after working for 36 years in Los Angeles for the University of California, Division of
Agriculture and Natural Resources, Cooperative Extension, where I performed research
and education on trees and the urban forest for industry and homeowners. In 1988,
authored Exceptional Trees of Los Angeles (California Arboretum Foundation, Arcadia),
which identified the oldest, largest, most historic, or otherwise most exceptional
individual tree specimens of their kind within Los Angeles County. The purpose was to
publicize and document these exceptional trees, educate the public about their
significance and value, and hopefully lead to their protection and preservation. At the
time, if I would have known about the Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak Tree, I would have
certainly included it in my book.

The Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak Tree is worthy of protected status as a Historic-
Cultural Monument not only because it is one of the oldest trees of its kind in Los Angeles,
but, more importantly, because of its historic-cultural value to the African-American
community and experience in Los Angeles and the United States, and, in this case, even
internationally. As the first American champion in the 1936 Olympic Games in Berlin,
African-American Cornelius Johnson stood on the winner’s podium to receive his gold
medal in the high jump amidst a throng of white supremacist, Nazi-saluting Germans. Like
many winners at these Games, Johnson was gifted a baby oak seedling, which he brought
back to Los Angeles and planted next to his house on Hobart Blvd. where, over the years, it
grew into a large, strong tree. After nearly 90 years, the Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak
Tree is one of the few in its class still surviving in the United States and around the world.

The basis for providing Historic-Cultural Monument status for the Cornelius Johnson
Olympic Oak Tree include its historic-cultural value as:
1. A symbol of African-American achievement, resilience, and triumph on a world
platform in the face of racist, white-supremacist, Nazi dogma.
2. One of the last surviving “gift” trees anywhere from the 1936 Olympic Games in
Berlin.

700 W. Main St., Alhambra, CA 91801
Tel: (626) 586-1971 + Fax: (626) 943-3840 -+ http://celosangeles.ucdavis.edu
The University of California, Los Angeles County and U.S. Department of Agriculture cooperating since 1914



CHC Letter of Support, Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak Tree, page 2

3. One of the oldest of its kind in the Los Angeles area.
4. Its association with the Cornelius Johnson house on Hobart Blvd., which is also
worthy of Historic-Cultural Monument status.

For these reasons, I urge you to confer Historic-Cultural Monument status to the
Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak Tree for its protection and preservation. Awarding this
status at this time is now more important than ever to symbolize a strong, unwavering
stand against a rising tide of racist ideology in our country and around the world.

Sincerely,

Donald B. H#odel

Donald R. Hodel

Emeritus Environmental Horticulture Advisor
Specializing in Palms, Trees, and Landscape Management
drhodel@ucanr.edu

/(/() University of California

Agriculture and Natural Resources



mailto:drhodel@ucanr.edu

6/2/22, 8:53 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak Tree

Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak Tree
1 message

Planning CHC <chc@lacity.org>

emina@earthlink.net <emina@earthlink.net> Thu, Jun 2, 2022 at 8:25 AM

To: chc@lacity.org

Ref: CHC-2022-3207-HCM, 1156 South Hobart Blvd.

Dear Commissioners,

| urge you to declare not just Mr. Cornelius Johnson’s Olympic Oak a Historic-Cultural Monument but consider granting
the same recognition to his childhood home where as a young boy he practiced running and jumping.

When Mr. Johnson stood on that podium in Berlin Germany during the summer of 1936 to receive his Olympic gold medal

for the high jump, he showed the whole world and especially Nazi Germany and Hitler its leader at the time that he was
the best and accomplished something no one thought could be done.

Mr. Johnson was also given an oak sapling which | am sure he valued just as much as the gold medal he received, so
much that he carried it back home with him and planted it in the backyard of his home at 1156 South Hobart Blvd.

For years that “mighty” oak grew and thrived and became a symbol of good triumphing over evil.

It is never too late to do “the right thing”, so please make this oak a Historic-Cultural Monument in order to save it from the

chipper.

| appreciate the opportunity to write in support of saving this oak.

Sincerely,

Emina Darakjy

President, California Urban Forests Council

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwr_1vp91aVERXnP_hovf2FeKwMfA2uJulXhMAz_iFMLiIDN/u/0/?ik=af94feea32&view=pt&search=all&permthid=...
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6/1/22, 2:57 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - Case Number: CHC-2022-3207-HCM - Cornelius Johnson House and Olympic Oak
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Case Number: CHC-2022-3207-HCM - Cornelius Johnson House and Olympic Oak

1 message

Jerry Papazian <jerrypapazian@gmail.com> Wed, Jun 1, 2022 at 11:22 AM
To: chc@lacity.org

To the Cultural Heritage Commission:
| am writing in support of the further consideration of the Cornelius Johnson home and Olympic Oak (case number: CHC-
2022-3207-HCM) for Monument status.

There is little | can add to the impressive case already submitted to you, only to add that there are only a handful of these
1936 Olympic oaks remaining in the world today, with two of them being here in Los Angeles - the Cornelius Johnson tree
and the Ken Carpenter tree, located on USC's campus.

| was deeply involved as a past president of USC's alumni association in 2004 in trying to preserve the one other 1936
Olympic oak tree that was here in Los Angeles, the one that was won by the US 4 x 100 relay team consisting of Frank
Wykoff, Foy Draper, Ralph Metcalfe and Jesse Owens. That tree was one of the four gold medals that Owens won in the
1936 Olympic, and we were fortunate to have it here in Los Angeles. His other three ended up in his home state of Ohio.

Unfortunately, that tree was dying of severe root rot, and despite the heroic efforts to save it, it was beyond saving. USC
planted a new tree and erected a plaque to commemorate it and the nearby Carpenter tree.

It would be a pity to lose another one of these rare and historic trees - and the history that goes with it.

| strongly encourage you to follow the staff recommendation and advance to full consideration of the Johnson home and
Olympic Oak as a Los Angeles Cultural Heritage Monument. Thank you.

Jerry Papazian
Fountainhead Associates, Inc.
(310) 503-0937 - Cell

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOxLT2AbS_tOtBmOY85X0nUIbAvaGpeMwY 3l14yRI5mfo7G1-/u/0/?ik=af94feea32&view=pt&search=all&permthid...  1/1
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During the meeting held on 4/4/2022, the Olympic Park Neighborhood Council voted in support
of preserving both the home and the Quercus Robur Oak Tree on the property of 1156 South
Hobart Blvd. This property was formerly owned by Cornelius Johnson’s family. Recently it was
purchased by a developer who plans to tear down the existing structure as well as clear the
tree.

Cornelius Johnson, as you may already know, was an athlete who represented our country at
the 1936 Olympics held in Germany. The German Olympic organizers promised a set of gifts to
every gold medal winning athlete including an Oak Sapling as well as a handshake from der
Fuhrer himself. The Nazi party wanted to use the event as propaganda promoting German
superiority. However, after Cornelius won Gold, Hitler reportedly declined to congratulate the
winners and left the event. This story is often attributed to Jesse Owens, though Cornelius was
the first African American to win gold at the games.

Upon returning to his family home Cornelius planted his Oak Sapling at 1156 South Hobart Blvd
where it still stands today after 86 years. Sadly only 5 of these oaks remain as many have
succumbed to disease or have been torn down. We believe designating the tree and the family
home as a historical site would be appropriate given their significance.

The tree serves as a living monument for Black athletes and symbolizes victory over the Aryan
supremacist credo of the Nazi party. More broadly it represents the triumph of diversity and

inclusion.

We ask that you please intervene in any way possible to prevent the loss of this important piece
of history.

Thank you!
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CHC-2022-3207-HCM

1 message

Nina Berson <n.berson@icloud.com> Wed, Jun 1, 2022 at 6:00 PM
To: chc@lacity.org

Dear City of Los Angeles,

Please do not allow developers to wipe out a very important piece of history---black history, American
history, Los Angeles history, and, in fact, world history.

Cornelius Johnson, a black athlete, humiliated Hitler before Jesse Owens did, with a win in the high jump
in the '36 Olympics.

All athletes were given an oak sapling as a gift from Germany. Johnson's lives on, as does his old home, in
Koreatown, at 1156 S. Hobart Blvd.

A developer wants to kill the beautiful, historic tree---nothing less than a symbol of African-American,
and American, pride---and tear down the late Mr. Johnson's lovely, vintage L.A. house. The tree and
house should be preserved as a landmark and visitors' center, a living lesson in courage, racial struggle,
and beauty.

Hasn't the city done enough to allow developers to rampantly destroy neighborhoods in order to make
more and more money?

Johnson's achievement stands as a monumental statement against racial persecution and white
supremacy.

To allow the tree and house to be leveled would be a terrible slap-in-the-face to black Americans and all
who believe in equality.

Thank you.

Nina Berson
Los Angeles resident

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwr_1vp91aVERXnP_hovf2FeKwMfA2uJulXhMAz_iFMLiIDN/u/0/?ik=af94feea32&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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2 houses !! 1156 S Hobart Bl. and 2921 S Budilong Ave

1 message
patriciamace@ca.rr.com <patriciamace@ca.rr.com> Wed, Jun 1, 2022 at 4:06 PM

To: chc@lacity.org
Cc: ken.bernstein@lacity.org

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN :

IT SEEMS NOVV DEVELOPERS ARE ATTEMPTING_RAMPANT DEMOLITION OF
OUR WONDERFUL

LOS ANGELES HISTORIC HOUSES !l ??

LOS ANGELES NEEDS IT'S CITY COUNCIL TO PROTECT OUR WONDERFUL
HISTORIC DWELLINGS !!!

_e.g. THE HOME OF OLYMPIC WINNER CORNELIUS JOHNSON , AND HISTORIC
OAK TREE !! A PRIZE OF THE OLYMPIC GAMES !!!

1156 S HOBART BL.

AND THE GRANT D. VENERABLE family home

2921 S BUDLONG AVE.

| PERSONALLY APPEAL TO MY CITY COUNCIL TO PROTECT OUR CITY’S
HERITAGE FROM RAMPANT DESTRUCTION BY

DEVELOPERS WHO JUST WANT TO MAKE A BUCK - PEOPLE WHO HAVE NO
INTEREST IN OUR CITY’S HISTORY. WE NEED TO TAKE

CONTROL OF OUR CITY’S HOUSING AND PROTECT OUR WONDERFUL UNIQUE
IN THE WORLD, HERITAGE !!!

| MYSELF, LIVE IN AN UNSPOILED 1940'S HOME, AND MINE AND MY
NEIGHBORS HOMES - WITH SOME WONDERFUL STEINKAMP

STAINED GLASS WINDOWS ARE BEING DESTROYED TOO. LOS ANGELES IS A
COMPLETELY UNIQUE TOWN ! WE NEED TO PROTECT

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0yVjjAvklQII2hdjzZQE67v9SpjCs3xuz3bHP78CQkP3YJ7/u/0/?ik=af94feea32&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thr...  1/2
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IT 1!
THANK YOU
YOURS TRULY
Patricia Mace
1835 S Wooster St

LA CA 90035-4334
424 532 - 2048

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0yVjjAvklQII2hdjzZQE67v9SpjCs3xuz3bHP78CQkP3YJ7/u/0/?ik=af94feea32&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thr...  2/2
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1 message

Planning CHC <chc@lacity.org>

rippost@verizon.net <rippost@verizon.net> Wed, Jun 1, 2022 at 11:41 AM

Reply-To: rippost@verizon.net
To: "chc@lacity.org" <chc@lacity.org>

Dear City of Los Angeles,

Please do not allow developers to wipe out a very important piece of history---Black history, American history, Los
Angeles history, and, in fact, world history.

Cornelius Johnson, a black athlete, humiliated Hitler before Jesse Owens did, with a win in the high jump in the '36
Olympics. All athletes were given an oak sapling as a gift from Germany. Johnson's lives on, as does his old home, in
Koreatown, at 1156 S. Hobart Blvd.

A developer wants to kill the beautiful, historic tree---nothing less than a symbol of African-American, and American,
pride---and tear down the late Mr. Johnson's lovely, vintage L.A. house. The tree and house should be preserved as a
landmark and visitors' center, a living lesson in courage, racial struggle, and beauty.

Hasn't the city done enough to allow developers to rampantly destroy neighborhoods in order to make more and more
money?

Johnson's achievement stands as a monumental statement against racial persecution and white supremacy.

To allow the tree and house to be leveled would be a terrible slap-in-the-face to Black Americans and all who believe in
equality.

Thank you.

Rip Rense
Los Angeles

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOxLT2AbS_tOtBmOY85X0nUIbAvaGpeMwY 3l4yRI5mfo7G1-/u/0/?ik=af94feea32&view=pt&search=all&permthid...
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West Adams Heritage Association

2263 SOUTH HARVARD BOULEVARD ® HISTORIC WEST ADAMS ® LOs ANGELES, CA 90018 e 323-735-WAHA (323-735-9242)

June 1, 2022

Cultural Heritage Commission
City of Los Angeles

RE:  Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak and the Johnson Family Home
CHC-2022-3207-HCM, 1156 S. Hobart Blvd. Los Angeles CA 90006

Dear Commissioners:

The West Adams Heritage Association (WAHA) fully supports the nomination of the Cornelius Johnson
Olympic Oak and the Johnson Family Home as a Los Angeles Historic Cultural Monument, and we urge
you to take this nomination under consideration today.

As detailed in the HCM nomination and amplified in WAHA'’s Supplemental Significance Statement
(see it here: WAHA: Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak), the proposed Monument meets Criterion 1 and
Criterion 2 (per the Cultural Heritage Ordinance, Section 22.171.7). The residence and the tree together
tell a multitude of stories that span almost a century and exemplify broad cultural and social themes
related to Los Angeles, the United States, and world history.

e The Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak recalls the spirit of the international Olympic Games and
reminds us how politics have always colored their neutrality. It is a tangible artifact of the 1930s,
the rise of the Nazis, and the eventual triumph of American freedom over racism and oppression
in Europe. At the same time, it reminds us of the challenges faced at home by even the most
successful African Americans.

e The Johnson Family Home illuminates the little-known story of early African Americans in Los
Angeles and their belief, against considerable obstacles, in the California dream. Cornelius
Johnson's two grandmothers, both born in the Deep South during slavery, each came to this city
as single mothers, worked in the limited employment opportunities available to them - menial
labor and domestic service - and yet were able, in Los Angeles, to buy and build homes, raise
families, and take part in creating a vibrant community.

e The Johnson Family Home is an exemplary illustration of how the city of Los Angeles grew
westward, with new suburbs that began as outposts and gradually were absorbed into a vast
metropolis. In the course of a century, Pico Heights, where the Johnsons settled in c. 1896, was
home to farms, homes, real estate speculation, a country club, and ethnic enclaves. The Johnson
house, hand-built by Cornelius's father, is an example of thousands of modest homes that are
quickly disappearing.


https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1pgeK9wym2_NP1IFw1QcuLjkM1dUU1HrT?usp=sharing

e Specifically, the Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak is a living memorial to an exceptional home-
grown athlete, a world champion whose story deserves to be celebrated.

WAHA hopes you join us and our West Adams District neighbors in celebrating this iconic tree, and
remembering its roots in history. We also want to acknowledge and thank the many individuals —
especially Susan Anderson and Christian Kosmas Mayer -- and diverse organizations (including LA84,
LAZ28, Esotouric, the Huntington, the MAK Center, The Sporting News, and the City’s own Community
Forest Advisory Committee and the Urban Forestry department) who, over the past few months, have
come together to begin an advocacy effort to save and preserve Cornelius Johnson’s legacy. It takes a
Village, and this one is Olympic-sized!

As the Olympic Games return to Los Angeles in 2028, the Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak and the
Johnson Family Home are a timely and essential reminder of where we come from, and how far the best
of us can reach.

We urge the City to take this nomination under consideration and move towards designation of the entire
property. We would also like to request that you consider adjusting the proposed name to, as above, the
"Cornelius Johnson Olympic Tree and Johnson Family Home," to recognize the achievements of this
pioneering African American family, and celebrate their contributions to Los Angeles history, while also
standing as a tribute to their son.

With best regards,
Roland E. Sougaw
Roland Souza
President

West Adams Heritage Association

president@westadamsheritage.org
Cell/Direct: 323-804-6070
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Planning CHC <chc@lacity.org>

Ref: CHC-2022-3207-HCM, 1156 S. Hobart Blvd.

1 message

Strath Hamilton <strath@tricoast.com> Wed, Jun 1, 2022 at 2:12 PM
To: chc@lacity.org

Dear LA Cultural Heritage Members,
We are the owners of a Mills Act cultural Heritage Home in West Adams.

We have spent the last 2 years restoring it board by board to it's 1910 condition. We also own another house 2 blocks
from the Cornelius Home.

All of us in West Adams are trying to build back better, a community that once was the jewel of LA. Tearing these
wonderful old homes ( like the Cornelius Home ) down, will set us back from creating something all Angelinos can enjoy.

WAHA has tours of our old homes, we give back to the community.

Please don’t tear these old homes down.

Strath Hamilton

1825 S. Oxford Ave,
Los Angeles, CA 90006
2508 9th Ave

Los Angeles, CA 90018
strath@tricoast.com
Cell: 310 8048409

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOxLT2AbS_tOtBmOY85X0nUIbAvaGpeMwY 3l14yRI5mfo7G1-/u/0/?ik=af94feea32&view=pt&search=all&permthid...  1/1
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Preserve the Cornelius Johnson Home and Olympic Oak Tree
1 message

scooterbrazil@sbcglobal.net <scooterbrazil@sbcglobal.net> Thu, Jun 2, 2022 at 7:56 AM
To: chc@lacity.org
Cc: preservation@westadamsheritage.org

| strongly want to advocate for the preservation of the Cornelius Johnson Home and Olympic Oak Tree. The two
combined are a unique combination and if we lose our important structures and something so unique like an oak tree
presented to Olympians at the 1936 Olympics we lose our history. If we lose our history, we are apt to repeat mistakes
of the past. Cornelius Johnson and the other 17 Black American Olympians helped debunk Hitler’s racist views about
a “superior race” e.g. the Aryans, and ALL Americans should be proud of these brave athletes. There is no other site like
the Johnson Home and Olympic Oak in Los Angeles (maybe not anywhere else in the US or the world) and if we do not
protect them, we will lose an irreplaceable part of Los Angeles history and our heritage. Please, please, please protect
this priceless part of our heritage. Thank you.

Vern Menden

2500 10t Ave
Los Angeles CA 90018

scooterbrazil@sbcglobal.net

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkdOwr_1vp91aVERXnP_hovf2FeKwMfA2uJulXhMAz_iFMLiIDN/u/0/?ik=af94feea32&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/1
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