
GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE CONTENTS OF THIS FILE 

Submissions by the public in compliance with the Commission Rules and Operating 
Procedures (ROPs), Rule 4.3, are distributed to the Commission and uploaded online. 
Please note that “compliance” means that the submission complies with deadline, delivery 
method (hard copy and/or electronic) AND the number of copies.  Please review the 
Commission ROPs to ensure that you meet the submission requirements. The ROPs can be 
accessed at http://planning.lacity.org, by selecting “Commissions & Hearings” and 
selecting the specific Commission. 

All compliant submissions may be accessed as follows: 

• “Initial Submissions”: Compliant submissions received no later than by end of
day Monday of the week prior to the meeting, which are not integrated by reference
or exhibit in the Staff Report, will be appended at the end of the Staff Report.  The
Staff Report is linked to the case number on the specific meeting agenda.

• “Secondary Submissions”: Submissions received after the Initial Submission
deadline up to 48-hours prior to the Commission meeting are contained in this file
and bookmarked by the case number.

• “Day of Hearing Submissions”: Submissions after the Secondary Submission
deadline up to and including the day of the Commission meeting will be uploaded to
this file within two business days after the Commission meeting.

Material which does not comply with the submission rules is not distributed to the 
Commission.  

ENABLE BOOKMARS ONLINE: 

**If you are using Explorer, you  need  will need to enable  the Acrobat    toolbar to 
see  the bookmarks on the left side of the screen. 

If you are using Chrome, the bookmarks are on the upper right-side of the screen. If you 
do not want to use the bookmarks, simply scroll through the file. 

If you have any questions, please contact the Commission Office at (213) 978-1300. 
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Etta Armstrong <etta.armstrong@lacity.org>

Fwd: Mint Appeal Documents Case Number ZA-2019-1677-CUB-CUX-ZV-1A

3 messages

Todd Christiansen <tc@themintla.com> Tue, Jun 7, 2022 at 12:26 PM
To: Etta Armstrong <etta.armstrong@lacity.org>

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Todd Christiansen <tc@themintla.com>

Date: Tue, Jun 7, 2022, 9:52 AM

Subject: Mint Appeal Documents Case Number ZA-2019-1677-CUB-CUX-ZV-1A

To: <etta.armstrong@la.org>


Hello Ms. Armstrong, I am Todd Christiansen, owner of The Mint.  Regarding the
above case and the attached appeal letter I responded to Sonia Berman, Brad
Kane, Charlie Rausch and the others with the following email and someone
mentioned it would be a good idea to send it to you as you were not included in the
email thread.  Please see my response below to the false claim made against The
Mint in paragraph 3B of the attached letter. 

"Thank you for sending, received.  Respectfully, just for the record The Mint has
not ever been cited for noise infractions since I have been the owner.  (since
2004).  The soundproofing inside the club is substantial and the decibel levels
bleeding to the back alley or to Pico are quite minimal.  The LAPD never has cause
to come to the club and we are in good standing with them."


The above was sent out to all the parties on the email thread on June 1st and so
far nobody has responded to me.  Since I am writing you I would like to add that
The Mint has been a pillar of Pico Bl. and a haven for musicians and music lovers
since 1937.  It is an LA institution that I have done my level best to be its steward
these past 18 years.  I and many others believe it is an important part of the LA
cultural fabric.  Many artists got their start at The Mint including Ben Harper,
Macy Gray and The Wallflowers.  I can only hope that this aspect gets factored
into the decision making process...especially after just having gone through and
barely surviving the brutal shut down periods due to the Covid.   We have always
persevered and will continue to be a net benefit to the neighborhood, providing a
valuable service while being respectful to our neighbors. 

Lastly, I just want to mention that we put in the application for the permit renewal
in December of 2018.  I realize that Covid set things back but we are now at 3 1/2

mailto:tc@themintla.com
mailto:etta.armstrong@la.org
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years later.  We were finally approved by the ZA last December but on the last
day of the appeal period Marilouise appealed.   Her appeal letter, as I remember,
was complaining about the hours of operation which she seemed to be confusing
the hours of operation for the front patio with the hours of operation for The
Mint (inside).  In actuality the hours of the front patio end much earlier than the
operating hours of The Mint but she seemed to confuse the 2.  Now I see that
Marilouise is no longer participating in the appeal, it has been taken over by a
woman named Sonia Berman.  Also the complaint looks to me as it has been
significantly expanded from the original put forth by Marilouise.  I don't know how
these things work but this all seems a bit odd to me.  Nevertheless, I look forward
to the hearing date on 6/14th and I hope for the best. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this email and any consideration you wish to
give it. 

Sincerely,

Todd J. Christiansen   

-- 

Todd Christiansen
310 383 6015
tc@themintla.com
The Mint
The Universe is Change, life is your perception of it.  Marcus Aurelius

The Mint Appeal Letter 6-14-22.pdf

1095K

Etta Armstrong <etta.armstrong@lacity.org> Wed, Jun 8, 2022 at 7:34 AM
To: Todd Christiansen <tc@themintla.com>

Hello, yes I received your attached letter. I will also add your email comments to the submissions for the Commission.

Etta Armstrong
Commission Executive Assistant I

Central Los Angeles Area Planning 

Commission / South Los Angeles Area 

Planning Commission / West Los Angeles Area 

Planning Commission

mailto:tc@themintla.com
http://themintla.com/index.cfm
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=efee67dbd5&view=att&th=1813fa05fcbb84e9&attid=0.1&disp=attd&realattid=f_l44d3eji0&safe=1&zw
https://planning4la.org/
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City Planning/ Commission Office

200 N. Spring St., Room 272
Los Angeles, CA 90012
T: (213) 978-1300 | Planning4LA.org
Direct: (213) 978-1128

          

[Quoted text hidden]

Todd Christiansen <tc@themintla.com> Wed, Jun 8, 2022 at 9:53 AM
To: Etta Armstrong <etta.armstrong@lacity.org>

Thank you for confirming receipt.  

Todd Christiansen
[Quoted text hidden]

https://www.facebook.com/Planning4LA/
https://www.instagram.com/planning4la/
https://twitter.com/planning4la
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChl2PmRhAzUf158o0vZjnHw/videos
https://www.linkedin.com/company/los-angeles-department-of-city-planning
http://bit.ly/DCPEmail
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Planning APC Central <apccentral@lacity.org>

Fwd: Project Site: 2748 W. 8th St. (Units 103, 201, 202)

1 message

Deborah Kahen <deborah.kahen@lacity.org> Tue, Jun 14, 2022 at 9:36 AM
To: Planning APC Central <apccentral@lacity.org>

Hello,

This email was sent to the wrong Planning APC Central email address. Please add for correspondence regarding item #7
for tonight's hearing.

Appreciated


Deborah Kahen
Pronouns: She, Hers, Her
Senior City Planner, AICP

Los Angeles City Planning

200 N. Spring St.
Los Angeles, CA 90012
T: (213) 978-1202 | Planning4LA.org

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Cynthia Vargas <cynthia.vargas@gmail.com>

Date: Tue, Jun 14, 2022 at 9:10 AM

Subject: Project Site: 2748 W. 8th St. (Units 103, 201, 202)

To: <deborah.kahen@lacity.org>, <apcccentral@lacity.org>, <sophia.kim@lacity.org>
Cc: <Gilbert.Cedillo@lacity.org>, Rick Vargas <zbossanovaz@yahoo.com>, De Leon, Rene <rmd6633@lausd.net>


Dear Deborah Kahen, 

I am writing in regards to the below project site. I saw your contact information on the notice and gathered the concerns
from my neighbors. We are not city planners or attorneys, and admit the navigation of these public hearings are difficult to
navigate. For that reason I am writing to you to help us navigate the right person to get this to. Some of us will participate
in the hearing this afternoon to express these concerns.

Project Site: 2748 W. 8th St. (Units 103, 201, 202)
 
I, Cynthia Vargas and many of my neighbors (2729, 2729 1/2, 2731. 2731 1/2 and 2737 Francis-30 units) that live within a 
500 ft radius did not receive a public hearing notice for the items approved on what we believe to be April 19, 2022 We 
only found out of this in the current hearing notice happening today 

I called Sophia Kim on Monday, June 13th at 4:30pm on behalf of my tenants and community neighbors to ask about the 
motions approved and if we were on the initial hearing invitation list. We feel it's unlikely so many addresses would be 
omitted as we live within a 500 ft area of the project site.
 
If we had been notified as the Central Los Angeles Area Planning Commission advises, we would have exercised our 
right to voice our concerns and provide public comment over the motions the city planning office approved. 
 
We would like to state our concerns for the health and safety of our neighborhood addressing this current appeal, and the 
past approvals made without having notice to be able to provide public comment and express our concerns at past 

https://planning4la.org/
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hearings. 
 
Our comments are as follows:
 

We have deep concerns about the request and approval to dispense a full-line of alcoholic beverages for on-site 
sales at the restaurant and 2 Karaoke Bar Lounges, and the entire property located at 2748 W. 8th St
We have deep concerns about the request and approval to have operation hours, 11am - 4:00 am daily at the 
Karaoke Bar Lounges
We deep concerns about the request and approval to have operation hours, 11:00 am -2:00 am at Restaurant

Reasons:

There are at least 5 locations in close proximity that already have liquor licenses that sell a full-line of alcoholic 
beverages.
There is 1 Elementary school, 1 middle school, primary care centers, after school programs, and churches 
within a 500 foot area of the location.
There are families with young children, and elderly parents that live next to and within the 500 ft area around the 
2 Karaoke Bar Lounges and restaurant. 

These are hard working people who have to get to bed early in order to provide a healthy environment for 
their children to do well in school, get up early and drop children off at school or daycare, and go to work 
early. 
In addition, there are many elderly individuals who live with their families, or alone that need a reasonable 
amount of care without the excessive noise beyond reasonable hours–this includes a large senior living 
housing development being planned to be built  on the empty lots behind 2748 W. 8th St.

Additional noise to an already noise polluted street in a neighborhood community.
This street often echoes sounds of speeding traffic, loud music played at already established businesses 
(auto repair shop on Hoover/8th), overhead helicopters, and sirens. The additional noise would be 
detrimental to the health and safety, and ultimately quality of life for our families in this community.

Traffic safety is already a problem due to plenty of accidents that occur on that stretch of 8th St.
The accident probability would be amplified with the addition of 2 Karaoke Bar Lounges open until 4am, and 
a restaurant open until 2am, that also dispenses a full-line of alcoholic beverages for sale. 
We saw this happen when there was a billiards business open during these hours on 8th street, where the 
Equitas Academy school is now.

Public parking access is already dangerously limited in a densely populated neighborhood that is already a very 
serious parking problem for the existing residents.

 Current residents have to park several blocks away to find parking. Having a location with 436 indoor 
seats, and 92 outdoor seats, means a lot of parking the facility cannot accommodate and therefore would 
take up parking spaces in the nearby neighborhood streets that are already severely impacted, leaving 
even less parking for the people who already live in the area.
With extremely difficult parking, many of the residents themselves suffer from parking tickets, blocked 
access to their own driveways, and limited access for sanitation services.

We believe that the neighborhood needs to be considered as: one of hard working people take care of their 
families and try to provide a better life for their children, one where elderly individuals that live in the area can 
retire, and one where young people can establish a financially independent sustainable life for themselves--
therefore we request the consideration of all our reason to not extend hours to unreasonable times beyond 
those the residents themselves have to abide by, and not grant a license to dispense a full-line of liquor for sale 
at 2748 W. 8th St.

With gratitude,
Cynthia Vargas

https://www.google.com/maps/search/2748+W.+8th+St?entry=gmail&source=g
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