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October 18, 2022  
   
Submitted Electronically   
Commissioner Barry Milofksy 
Commissioner Gail Kennard 
Commissioner Richard Baron 
Commissioner Pilar Buelna 
Commissioner Diane Kanner 
Email: chc@lacity.org 
 

RE: CHC-2022-6876-HCM, Arthur Lloyd and Gertrude Sercy Reese 
Home  

Dear Commission President Milofksy and Members of the Cultural Heritage 
Commission, 
 
On behalf of the Los Angeles Conservancy, I urge you to take the Arthur Lloyd and 
Gertrude Sercy Reese Home at 541 Santa Clara Avenue in Venice under 
consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument (HCM). Arthur and Gertrude Reese 
played a pivotal role in establishing Oakwood community for Black Angelenos and 
left an indelible impact Venice as a whole. The Craftsman style home Arthur Reese 
designed in 1913 is a tactical reminder of the way the Reese family participated in, 
and actively shaped, early development patterns in Venice. Therefore, we ask the 
Commission to take up this nomination under Criterion 1, 2, and 3.  
 
Arthur Reese moved to Venice in 1903 as part of an early migration wave of Black 
Southerners who moved to west seeking freedom from white supremacy. While 
racism continued to limit opportunity in California, many African Americans found 
employment in the nascent Venice community. Arthur Reese pursued a variety of 
entrepreneurial ventures before finding work for developer Abbott Kinney on 
Venice of America. As they began to build wealth, the Reese family and other 
African Americans began to settle in the Oakwood neighborhood. The Reese 
residence may have been the first home in Oakwood built by African Americans.  
 
The Reese family were community leaders who used their position to expand 
opportunities for other African Americans in Venice. Despite de jure segregation 
and racial covenants, Arthur and Gertrude Reese became one of the first Black 
homeowners in Oakwood and paved the way to create a safe and vibrant Black 
enclave. In his position with Kinney, Reese advocated for employment 
opportunities for African Americans. The Reese’s were also prominent leaders in 
social and political organizations in the Oakwood community. Gertrude fostered 
several community organizations, including several for African American women, 
by hosting meetings in their residence.  
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The single-family dwelling retains the original detailing and craftsmanship designed and constructed by 
Arthur Reese including brick fireplace. Other buildings on the property are also part of the development 
patterns; early garage, typical of the era, and an Accessory Dwelling Unit constructed for Arthur Reese’ 
cousins the Tabors, another foundational family in Oakwood, when they moved from Louisiana to Venice.  
This property is an important way to recognize the contributions and legacy of Black Venetians. We ask 
the Commission to support the staff report and take up the Arthur Lloyd and Gertrude Sercy Reese Home 
as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.  
 
About the Los Angeles Conservancy: 
The Los Angeles Conservancy is the largest local historic preservation organization in the United States, 
with nearly 5,000 members throughout the Los Angeles area. Established in 1978, the Conservancy works 
to preserve and revitalize the significant architectural and cultural heritage of Los Angeles County through 
advocacy and education. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me at (213) 430-4203 or afine@laconservancy.org should you have any 
questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

Adrian Scott Fine 
Senior Director of Advocacy 
 
cc:  Council District 11, Mike Bonin 
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