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MEMORANDUM 

Date: February 8, 2023 

For: Ken Hsiang, Paradigm Collaboration, LLC 

Subject: 1659 Colorado Boulevard, Los Angeles CA 90041 

From: Amanda Duane and Jenna Kachour, GPA Consulting 
 

1. JAY RISK STANDARD OIL CO. SERVICE STATION 

1.1 Summary of Significance and Integrity 

The subject property is occupied by a service station building that was moved to its existing location 
in 1931 from the Standard Oil Facility at 1726-1756 N. Spring Street in Downtown Los Angeles. 

The Staff Recommendation Report for the Jay Risk Standard Oil Company Service Station CHC hearing 
outlines three findings for significance within the theme of Commercial Development of the 
Automobile under Criterion 1 and 3.1 The three findings are described as Findings 1 through 3 for the 
purposes of this memorandum.  

• Finding 1: Under Criterion 1, the property was nominated as an excellent and rare example of 
a service station in Eagle Rock that represents automobile-oriented commercial development 
in the early twentieth century. The period of significance for Finding 1 is defined as 1919-
1939.  

• Finding 2: Under Criterion 1, the property was nominated for its association with the history of 
Route 66 as a business that served motorists traveling the route when it ran along Colorado 
Boulevard during the 1930s to 1940. The period of significance for Finding 2 is defined as 
1934-1939.   

• Finding 3: Under Criterion 3, it embodies an influential early design for service stations, the 
“House and Canopy” that would become the standard nationwide. The period of significance 
for Finding 3 is defined as 1919.  

Lastly, the Staff Recommendation Report indicates that the subject building retains integrity of 
location, materials, design, feeling, and association.  

 

 
1 Los Angeles Department of City Planning Recommendation Report, Jay Risk Standard Oil Co. Service Station, 
December 1, 2022, accessed January 2023, https://planning.lacity.org/plndoc/Staff_Reports/2022/12-01-
2022/CHC_2022_6496_HCM_Jay_Risk_Standard_Oil_Co_Service_Station_Final.pdf. 

https://planning.lacity.org/plndoc/Staff_Reports/2022/12-01-2022/CHC_2022_6496_HCM_Jay_Risk_Standard_Oil_Co_Service_Station_Final.pdf
https://planning.lacity.org/plndoc/Staff_Reports/2022/12-01-2022/CHC_2022_6496_HCM_Jay_Risk_Standard_Oil_Co_Service_Station_Final.pdf
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In the HCM nomination, the periods of significance are defined as: 

• Finding 1: 1919-1939

• Finding 2: 1934-1939

• Finding 3: 19192

Please see Section 2 for additional discussion on the findings and period of significance. 

1.2 Character-Defining Features 

The character-defining features of the building have been identified as follows.3 

Site 

• Setting on the historic Eagle Rock construction alignment of US Highway 66 (Route 66)
• 13-foot setback from the sidewalk
• Vehicle service area under the canopy paved in asphalt

Exterior 

• Rectangular building in plan
• Single room building in a simple vernacular style
• Steel frame
• Sheet steel walls
• Side-gabled roof
• Standing seam steel roof
• Standing seam steel canopy extending forward from roof
• Roof-ridge brackets that originally held the Standard Oil of California sign
• Large, steel, divided-light windows on all four sides of the building
• Pivot windows on east and west elevations
• Centrally located front doorway
• Two steel I-beam posts forming skeletal structure arch supporting south-edge of the canopy
• Reflects corporate design associated with Standard Oil of California

Interior 

• Visible steel structure
• Concrete foundation floor

2 Steven Luftman, “Jay Risk Standard Oil Co. Service Station,” Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument 
Nomination Form, September 8, 2022, accessed January 2023, 
https://planning.lacity.org/plndoc/Staff_Reports/2022/12-01-
2022/CHC_2022_6496_HCM_Jay_Risk_Standard_Oil_Co_Service_Station_Final.pdf. 
3 Luftman. 

https://planning.lacity.org/plndoc/Staff_Reports/2022/12-01-2022/CHC_2022_6496_HCM_Jay_Risk_Standard_Oil_Co_Service_Station_Final.pdf
https://planning.lacity.org/plndoc/Staff_Reports/2022/12-01-2022/CHC_2022_6496_HCM_Jay_Risk_Standard_Oil_Co_Service_Station_Final.pdf
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2. GPA REVIEW OF HCM NOMINATION AND ADDITIONAL RESEARCH 

GPA reviewed the HCM nomination and associated Staff Recommendation Reports. The evaluation 
and overall findings appear to be sound and supported by the research and historic context 
statements; however, GPA noted some inconsistencies with the build date and periods of significance 
for each finding. This is not to suggest that the subject building does not appear to be eligible for listing 
as an HCM, but that the findings could be revised for accuracy before they are adopted.  

Because an accurate period of significance is important for planning a compatible project and 
assessing potential project impacts for the purposes of CEQA, GPA conducted supplemental research, 
detailed below.  

2.1 Build Date 

The build date for the subject building is identified as 1919 and serves as the start date for the period 
of significance under Finding 1 and Finding 3, but no source for this date is cited in the HCM 
nomination or Staff Recommendation Reports. The date may have been derived from the SurveyLA 
findings, which also indicate that the service station was built in 1919, but a source is not cited.   

The 1931 building permit for the relocation of the subject building indicates its original location, the 
Standard Oil Facility at 1756 N. Spring Street.4 For moved buildings, original build dates are often 
found by searching permits on file for the original location. Therefore, GPA searched Los Angeles 
Department of Building and Safety (LADBS) online building records for permits associated with the 
Standard Oil facility. Records can be searched using an address, address range, legal description, and 
Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN). GPA searched for permits using the following: 

• Address Ranges: 1726-1756 Spring Street5; 1717-1751 Naud Street 
• Legal Description: MR 6-289 
• APN: 5409-002-029 

GPA identified two 1919 permits on record for the 1726-1756 Spring Street range and one 1919 
permit on record for the 1717-1751 Naud Street range. Comparing the dimensions and materials of 
the various permits to the dimensions and materials on the 1931 relocation permit, (see table below 
and annotated copies in Attachment 3) it does not appear that the 1919 build date is at all associated 
with the subject building, but rather other permanent buildings for the Standard Oil Facility.   

 
4 Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety Permit No. 1931LA25426. 
5 The Standard Oil Facility is on North Spring Street, but the direction was omitted from the search to capture 
as many relevant results as possible.  
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Permit No. Address Description 
of Work 

Dimensions 
(feet) 

Height 
(feet) 

Construction 

1919LA7326 1730 N. 
Spring St 

[Construct 
new] Garage 

30’ x 284’9 22’ Foundation: Concrete 

Walls: Reinf’d Concrete 

1919LA7327 1726 N. 
Spring St 

[Construct 
new] Machine 
Shop 

80’9” x 198’8” 22’10” Foundation: Concrete 
Walls: Reinf’d Concrete 
Studs: Conc [sic] 
Girders: Concrete 
Roof: Corrugated Steel Gable 

1919LA10855 1725 
Naud St 

[Construct 
new] Paint 
Shop 

61’4”x80’9” 22’10” Foundation: Concrete 
Wall: Reinf’d Concrete 

1931LA25426 1756 N. 
Spring St 
TO 1659 
Colorado 
Blvd 

[Relocate] Oil 
Station, new 
foundation 

14’0”x14’0” 12’0” Framework: Steel 
Walls: Steel 

 

Exhibit 4C of the HCM nomination includes a matrix of over 30 relocation permits for small buildings, 
such as service stations and restrooms, that were documented as being moved from the Standard Oil 
facility to new addresses throughout the region. Some of the permits indicate that the buildings were 
specifically being moved to or from storage (1935LA23133, for example). GPA was unable to locate 
any corresponding new construction permits. The cover page for the matrix notes: 

Standard Oil of California was storing, selling, moving, and possibly building the 
services stations, restroom facilities, and other buildings from their Main Plant and 
Maintenance Facilities. The records show complete buildings being moved to and 
from sites. The moving records start in 1927, as the steel twin post version of the 
service station first appeared in 1918, these units might have been already assembled 
on other sites. Documentation of this process has not been located.6 

While the Standard Oil Company service station design with two posts emerged as early as 1918, 
research has not revealed any documentation to confirm that the subject building existed in an 
assembled state prior to 1931. Many gas and service station buildings prior to 1950 were 
prefabricated; standardized designs could be ordered from a manufacturer and assembled at a 
reasonable cost.7  Based on the information that is available, it appears most plausible that the subject 

 
6 Luftman; Los Angeles Department of City Planning Recommendation Report, Jay Risk Standard Oil Co. 
Service Station. 
7 John A. Jakle, “The American Gasoline Station, 1920 to 1970,” Journal of American Culture 1, no. 3 (Fall 
1978), 520-542, accessed January 2023, http://xroads.virginia.edu/~DRBR2/jakle.pdf; Janna Baron, “Gassing 
up: a 20th-century form, the gas station evolved,” Preservation Eastern Newsletter 4, no 2 (November 1997), 
2-5, accessed January 2023, 
https://commons.emich.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1014&context=postlintel. 

http://xroads.virginia.edu/%7EDRBR2/jakle.pdf
https://commons.emich.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1014&context=postlintel
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building was constructed in 1931. The individual elements could have been manufactured as early as 
1918, but a building’s construction date indicates when it was completed, not the age of its materials.  

2.2 Periods of Significance 

The periods of significance in the HCM nomination for Findings 1 and 3 are based on a 1919 build 
date:  

• Finding 1: Under Criterion 1, the property is an excellent and rare example of a service station 
in Eagle Rock that represents automobile-oriented commercial development in the early 
twentieth century. The period of significance for Finding 1 is defined as 1919-1939.  

o GPA recommends that the period of significance for Finding 1 be refined to 1931-
1939 before it is adopted. Regardless of whether the building was constructed at an 
earlier date, it did not exist in Eagle Rock until 1931.  

• Finding 3: Under Criterion 3, the property embodies an influential early design for service 
stations, the “House and Canopy” that would become the standard nationwide. The period of 
significance for Finding 3 is defined as 1919.  

o GPA recommends that the period of significance for Finding 3 be refined to 1931, 
based on verifiable documentation, before it is adopted. 

The period of significance in the HCM nomination for Finding 2 is based on the association with Route 
66: 

• Finding 2: Under Criterion 1, the property was nominated for its association with the history of 
Route 66 as a business that served motorists traveling the route when it ran along Colorado 
Boulevard during the 1930s to 1940. The period of significance for Finding 2 is defined as 
1934-1939.  

o However, in Exhibit 6C of the HCM nomination, a letter and attached map8 from the 
National Park Service Route 66 Corridor Preservation Program Manager, Kaisa 
Barthuli, indicates that the Colorado Boulevard alignment route was used between 
1934 and 1936. GPA recommends that the period of significance for Finding 2 be 
assessed for accuracy before it is adopted.   

 
8 “Route 66 in California, part 3,” Google Maps, accessed January 2023, 
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?msa=0&mid=1WQh7ZWrlp7-
bdSmE763t4RS5V_0&ll=34.11957875280719%2C-118.22293092832032&z=13. 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?msa=0&mid=1WQh7ZWrlp7-bdSmE763t4RS5V_0&ll=34.11957875280719%2C-118.22293092832032&z=13
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?msa=0&mid=1WQh7ZWrlp7-bdSmE763t4RS5V_0&ll=34.11957875280719%2C-118.22293092832032&z=13
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ATTACHMENT 1: RÉSUMÉS 

AMANDA DUANE 

 

Amanda Duane is a Senior Architectural Historian at GPA. She has been 
involved in the field of historic preservation since 2011. Amanda graduated 
from Savannah College of Art and Design with a Bachelor of Fine Art degree 
in Historic Preservation. She has since worked in local government and 
private historic preservation consulting in California. Amanda joined GPA 
in 2012 and her experience has included the preparation of environmental 
compliance documents in accordance with the California Environmental 
Quality Act and Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act; 
Historic American Buildings Survey/Historic American Engineering Record 
recordation; large-scale historic resources surveys; Federal Rehabilitation 
Tax Credit and Mills Act applications; National Register Place nominations; 
local landmark applications; historic context statements; and evaluations 
of eligibility for a wide variety of projects and property types throughout 
California. She is experienced in expertly guiding property owners through 
the process of securing local and federal historic tax credits and working 
with local governments to develop design guidelines for administering local 
design reviews. Amanda is also highly skilled in graphic design as well as 
interpretation and exhibition design. 

Educational Background: Selected Projects: 
• B.F.A, Historic Preservation, Savannah College of 

Art and Design, 2011 
• 1500 W. Adams Boulevard, CEQA Historical Resource 

Technical Report, 2022-2023 
• 1527 17th Street, Santa Monica, Landmark Application, 

2018 
• 3014 4th Street, Santa Monica, Landmark Assessment 

Report, 2022 
• Agfa-Ansco Corporation Building, Los Angeles Historic-

Cultural Monument Application, 2018 
• Bank of Italy Building, Los Angeles, Federal Tax Credit 

Application and National Register Nomination, 2015-
2019 

• Bartlett Building, Los Angeles, Historic-Cultural 
Monument Application and Mills Act Application, 2015 

• Casa de Rosas, Los Angeles, Federal Tax Credit 
Application, 2022 

• Community Laundry Company Building,  
Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument Application, 
2018 

• Foreman Building, Los Angeles, Federal Tax Credit 
Application, Part 1 and Mills Act Application, 2015  

• Grand Central Market, Los Angeles Historic-Cultural 
Monument Application, 2019 

• Mar Vista Gardens, Los Angeles, National Register 
Nomination, 2018 

• Million Dollar Theater, Los Angeles Historic-Cultural 
Monument Application, 2019 

• Nirvana Apartments, Los Angeles, Federal Tax Credit 
Application, Part 1, 2018 

• Pioneer Oil Refinery, Santa Clarita, National Register 
Nomination, 2020 

• Western Pacific Building, Los Angeles, Federal Tax Credit 
Application, Part 1, 2015-2016  

Professional Experience: 
• GPA Consulting, Associate Architectural Historian, 

2012-Present 
• Architectural Resources Group, Intern, 2012 
• City of Los Angeles, Office of Historic Resources, 

Intern, 2011-2012 
Qualifications: 
• Meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional 

Qualification Standards for architectural history 
pursuant to the Code of Federal Regulations, 36 
CFR Part 61, Appendix A.  

• National Preservation Institute, Section 106: An 
Introduction 

Professional Activities: 
• California Preservation Foundation Conference 

Programs Committee, 2017 
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JENNA KACHOUR 

 

Jenna Kachour is a Senior Associate Architectural Historian/ Preservation 
Planner at GPA. She has 16 years of diversified planning experience in the 
private, public, and non-profit sectors. She has been dedicated to the field 
of historic preservation since 2010. Trained as a planner, Ms. Kachour’s 
work at GPA is informed by her understanding of preservation’s role within 
the larger context of land use and decision making. Since joining GPA in 
2013, she has skillfully supervised the preparation of environmental 
compliance documents in accordance with the California Environmental 
Quality Act, National Environmental Policy Act, and Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act for projects throughout California. Her 
involvement in several large-scale transportation corridor projects has 
entailed the management of historical resource surveys through multiple 
cities in Los Angeles County. Jenna is also experienced in preparing 
applications for Mills Act Historic Property Contracts as well as inspecting 
properties with existing contracts. 

Educational Background: Selected Projects: 
• Master of Planning, University of Southern California, 

2007 
• Graduate Certificate, Historic Preservation, 

University of Southern California, 2007 

• B.S., Public Policy, Management and Planning, 
University of Southern California, 2007 

• 1336-1400 Gordon Street, Los Angeles, CEQA 
Historical Resource Evaluation Report, 2016 

• 1442-52 Tamarind Avenue, Los Angeles, CEQA 
Historical Resource Evaluation Report, 2016 

• 1500 W. Adams Boulevard, CEQA Historical Resource 
Technical Report, 2022-2023 

• 250 E. Union Street, Pasadena, CEQA Historical 
Resource Technical Report, 2018 

• 949 S. Hope Street, Los Angeles, CEQA Historical 
Resource Technical Report, 2017 

• Figueroa & Flower, Los Angeles, CEQA Historical 
Resource Technical Report, 2018 

• High Speed Rail, Burbank to Los Angeles Project 
Section, CEQA/NEPA Historical Resource Technical 
Report, 2016-2018 

• Los Angeles Union Station Five New Capital Projects, 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards Compliance 
Memo, 2020-2021 

• Mariposa Condominiums, El Segundo, CEQA Historical 
Resource Evaluation Report, 2021 

• North Hollywood Southern Pacific Railroad Depot, 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards Compliance 
Memo, 2021 

• North Hollywood to Pasadena Bus Rapid Transit 
Corridor Project, CEQA Historical Resource Technical 
Report, 2019-2021 

• Olympic & Figueroa, Los Angeles, CEQA Historical 
Resource Technical Report, 2017 

• Sunset Junction, Los Angeles, CEQA Historical 
Resource Evaluation Report, 2015 

• Union Street Cycle Track, Pasadena, CEQA/NEPA 
Historical Resource Technical Report, 2019-2020 

Professional Experience: 
• GPA Consulting, Senior Associate Architectural 

Historian/ Preservation Planner, 2013-Present 
• Pasadena Heritage, Preservation Director, 2010-

2013 
• Deborah Murphy Urban Design + Planning, Planner, 

2009-2010 

• Brown/Meshul, Inc. Land Use Consultants, Assistant 
Project Manager, 2006-2009 

Qualifications: 
• Meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional 

Qualifications Standards for history and architectural 
history pursuant to the Code of Federal Regulations, 
36 CFR Part 61, Appendix A.  
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ATTACHMENT 3: ANNOTATED PERMITS 

• 1931LA25426 
• 1919LA7326 (Garage) 
• 1919LA7327 (Machine Shop) 
• 1919LA10855 (Paint Shop) 
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2/13/23, 2:57 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - Margaret Molloy Public Comment - A Portion of the Black History of Venice of America (photos) - & Veni…
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Planning CHC <chc@lacity.org>

Margaret Molloy Public Comment - A Portion of the Black History of Venice of America (photos) - & Venice Black History at
Venice Abbot Kinney Memorial Library in February 2023
1 message

Margaret Molloy <mmmolloy@earthlink.net>
To: Vince Bertoni <vince.bertoni@lacity.org>, Faisal Roble <faisal.roble@lacity.org>, Ken Bernstein <ken.bernstein@lacity.org>
Cc: Lambert.Geissinger@lacity.org, melissa.jones@lacity.org, lisa.webber@lacity.org, Juliet Oh <juliet.oh@lacity.org>, Ira Brown <ira.brown@lacity.org>, VeniceLCP@lacity.org, Diego Janacua
person@lacity.org>, cpc@lacity.org, Planning CHC <chc@lacity.org>, esteban.martorell@lacity.org, Rosalind Sagara <rsagara@laconservancy.org>

CITY PLANNING COMMISSION

RACIAL EQUITY VALUE STATEMENT:

Equitable planning demands that race does not determine whether or not one thrives in Los Angeles. The Los Angeles City Planning Commission prioritizes a planning process that cen
the creation of affordable, prosperous, resilient and healthy communities where all Angelenos experience the feeling that they

PLEASE SHARE WITH STAFF AND COMMISSIONERS

Hello Mr. Bertoni, Mr. Roble, Mr. Bernstein, and all,

Please review this short description: 

A Portion of the Black History of Venice of America

 

Abbot Kinney was a published eugenicist. Venice of America opened on July 4, 1905, as a segregated recreation development for Whites only to enjoy. The Black community that built and mainta
relegated to an area of restrictive covenant known today as Oakwood. Sanborn Maps show the Venice of America “Commercial District” on Abbot Kinney Boulevard (previously known as Lake S
Avenue and Venice Boulevard only. The area north of that was known as the “back country” and excluded from Venice of America. That area is known as Oakwood today. Black people were excl
area available to Black people was in Santa Monica and called Inkwell by the White community.

 

As you know from presentations during the March 2019 discussion on the commission’s Environmental Justice Policy, existing thriving coastal Black communities in Santa Monica and Manhatta
segregationist policy of eminent domain implemented by those city governments.

 

The Black community in Venice was the first intentional Black coastal community in all of California and is only remaining intentional Black coastal community on the entire West Coa
protected as a Sensitive Coastal Resource Area defined in Section 30116 of the Coastal Act. Section 30116 is a specifically “inclusive” policy. Section 30116 is embedded in its entirety in the Ve
never been appropriately acted on to the detriment of this community.

 

As these documents show, the Ku Klux Klan was very active in California, including in Venice in the early 19th century. A Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) raid on the Klan headquarters in 
Klan members included prominent businesspeople in Venice and Ocean Park (Santa Monica). The register also included police and civic leaders in Hermosa Beach and other areas of Los Angeles

 

In spite of all of this, Arthur Reese became Abbott Kinney's right-hand man and the official “town decorator” of Venice of America. The contributions of Mr. Reese’s creative vision executed by h
spirit of Louisiana and the Mardi Gras, and joy, warmth, and celebration became embodied in the culture of Venice. That is very far from the spirit” of the Victorian White community of that day. 
creative bohemian culture, with cultural capital and economic capital based on that culture has been accrued without ever recognizing the source of that spirit in the Venice Black community.

 

Additionally, Abbot Kinney deeded his personal home on the Venice Canals to Irving Tabor, his chauffeur and confidant. Mr. Tabor had to tow that home to its current location at 1310 Sixth Ave
Venice Canals at the time (article below).

 

A March 27, 1920, article in the Venice Vanguard titled “Character not Color” (article below) exposes the unique circumstances in Venice. This history should be celebrated and preserved at all co

 

The mansionization and gentrification of Venice these days is replicating the divisions of old in the most painful of ways, physically, spiritually, economically, and socially. It has to stop!

 

Original Save Venice encourages you all to visit the Venice Black History photo exhibit in the lobby of the Venice library throughout February 2023, and to attend an Original Save Venice event fr
Memorial Library. Other events will be announced throughout the month of February. ( information below)

 

Very Appreciatively,

Margaret Molloy

 

Large scale photo files are available here:



2/13/23, 2:57 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - Margaret Molloy Public Comment - A Portion of the Black History of Venice of America (photos) - & Veni…

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ACtqoJJabEYodOmCF70gcD4Yp-7xtitkoBm9ij_rrAH0F056MTYL/u/0/?ik=af94feea32&view=pt&search=all&permthid=t… 2/22

Venice history and original Black families
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/zsj9fjjvf4iuzbg/AABuTR-1HL2in7AlzDfBp6MEa?dl=0

First Baptist Church 75th Anniversary Book_double page
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5zujweaqbyr55vk/AAALEjTind-kk9NOi9cEeBQna?dl=0

Additional information is available on request. 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/zsj9fjjvf4iuzbg/AABuTR-1HL2in7AlzDfBp6MEa?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5zujweaqbyr55vk/AAALEjTind-kk9NOi9cEeBQna?dl=0
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Venice Black History at Venice Abbot Kinney Memorial Library in February 2023

Please join us as Original Save Venice hosts Venice Black History at Venice Abbot Kinney Memorial Library from 11am-3pm, Saturday, February 18, 2023.

A Venice Black History photo exhibit is on view in the lobby throughout February 2023.

For more information please contact:

Dr. Naomi Nightingale
nightingalenaomi@yahoo.com

Laddie Williams
Laddie Williams <cwilli7269@aol.com>

mailto:nightingalenaomi@yahoo.com
mailto:cwilli7269@aol.com
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Venice - Abbot Kinney Memorial Branch Library

Address: 501 S. Venice Boulevard 
Venice,  CA 90291

Phone: 310-821-1769

Hours of Service

Mon: 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Tues: 12 noon - 8 p.m.
Weds: 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Thurs: 12 noon - 8 p.m.
Fri: 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Sat: 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Sun: Closed

https://www.google.com/maps/search/501+S.+Venice+Boulevard+Venice+,+CA+90291?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/501+S.+Venice+Boulevard+Venice+,+CA+90291?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/501+S.+Venice+Boulevard+Venice+,+CA+90291?entry=gmail&source=g
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Planning CHC <chc@lacity.org>

PROPOSED HCM: HOFFMAN CANDY CO / 6600 S. Avalon Blvd. CHC-2022-795-HCM
1 message

Mrs.Mari Garcia Rojas <mrojas675.mg@gmail.com> Wed, Feb 15, 2023 at 12:05 PM
To: chc@lacity.org
Cc: afine@laconservancy.org, artdeco@adsla.org, ken.bernstein@lacity.org, lambert.giessinger@lacity.org

Dear Cultural Heritage Commission: 

I am writing to express my support for the Art Deco Society of Los Angeles's nomination of the 
1929 Art Deco Hoffman Candy Company building (CHC-2022-795-HCM | CEQA: ENV-2022-
796-CE) at 6600 S. Avalon Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90003 (DeCantillon Tract) as a Cultural 
Heritage Monument in the City of Los Angeles. It meets the criteria for an HCM. It was 
identified in survey L.A. and maintains a high degree of integrity and character defining 
features.

The Hoffman Candy Company was a family operated chocolate manufacturing company 
founded in Los Angeles and was headquartered in the building from 1929 until it went out of 
business in 1989. The building is an intact example of a daylight factory from its era.

Charles F. Plummer was a prominent Los Angeles architect who is remembered today for his 
work on buildings such as Young’s Market, the Casa Del Mar Hotel in Santa Monica and 
Clifton’s Brookdale in downtown L.A. and the Pan-Pacific Auditorium, designed with his 
partners Wurdeman and Becket. 

Please vote to designate the Hoffman Candy Company building as an Historic Cultural 
Monument.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Mari Rojas

15723 Ryon Avenue 

Bellflower, Ca 90706

https://www.google.com/maps/search/6600+S.+Avalon+Blvd.,+Los+Angeles,+CA+90003?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/15723+Ryon+Avenue%C2%A0+Bellflower,+Ca+90706?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/15723+Ryon+Avenue%C2%A0+Bellflower,+Ca+90706?entry=gmail&source=g
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Planning CHC <chc@lacity.org>

Please Support Jay Risk Standard Oil Co. Service Station CHC-2022-6496-HCM
1 message

Nick Coles <nickcoles@gmail.com> Wed, Feb 15, 2023 at 9:35 PM
To: Planning CHC <chc@lacity.org>
Cc: councilmember.kevindeleon@lacity.org

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Nicholas Coles and I've lived in Eagle Rock since 2019 with my wife and 4-year-old daughter (and in Los
Angeles for 15 years). I love the neighborhood (and the city), community and the historic homes and buildings along
Colorado Blvd and Eagle Rock Blvd. 

Thank you for your recommendation that the Jay Risk Standard Oil Co. Service Station in Eagle Rock should be
designated a historic cultural moment. I heartily agree and support this important piece of Los Angeles history being
preserved. It's structures like this that add to the charm and uniqueness of Eagle Rock, especially in a city so closely
associated with the automobile, car culture and the end of Route 66.

With proper care and restoration I can see the gas station becoming a citywide attraction  (and perhaps beyond) and
something all of us in Eagle Rock can be proud of.  

I hope you take the next step and support this structure becoming a historical cultural monument and that it lives on to
inspire and delight future generations of Angelenos. 

Kind regards,

Nick Coles
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Planning CHC <chc@lacity.org>

Please Support Jay Risk Standard Oil Co. Service Station CHC-2022-6496-HCM
1 message

Alexis <alexisspraic@gmail.com> Wed, Feb 15, 2023 at 9:34 PM
To: chc@lacity.org

To the Members of the Cultural Heritage Commission:

I had the pleasure of meeting several of you at your site visit of the Jay Risk Standard Oil Co. Service Station. I am a
member of the Eagle Rock Land Use Committee and worked to bring this building to the attention of the Eagle Rock
Neighborhood Council and the larger NELA community. 

I deeply hope that you will support the landmarking of this unique and special building that has beat the odds and
survived the churn of Los Angeles development to tell a story that now it alone is left to tell of what the earliest gas
stations in Los Angeles and along Route 66 were like. As the world charges forward into a future without ICE vehicles, I
hope this station can stand on Route 66 next to the many other instances of architecture catering to the advent of
ubiquitous motor transport that reshaped our way of life for decades to come. 

The Jay Risk Station punches far above its weight in significance and as a beacon of inspiration. Big ideas start small, but
that's not a reason to forget or neglect their humble and ingenuitive origins.

Best Regards,

Alexis Spraic



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
KEVIN DE LEÓN 

Councilmember, Fourteenth District 
 

 

 City Hall 200 N. Spring St., Room 425, Los Angeles, CA 90012 (213) 473-7014 Office|Fax: (213) 847-0880    

February 15, 2023 
 
Cultural Heritage Commission 
City of Los Angeles 
200 North Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA.  90012 
 
Re: Jay Risk Standard Oil Co. Service Station 
 
Honorable Commissioners: 
 

I am pleased to support the nomination initiated by the Eagle Rock Historical Society to declare the Jay 
Risk Standard Oil Co. Service Station located at 1659 W. Colorado Boulevard in Eagle Rock, Los Angeles, as a 
City Historic-Cultural Monument.  The building is a rare example of an automobile service station built at the 
dawn of the automobile era, a time of radical transformation here in Los Angeles. Relocated in 1931 to Colorado 
Boulevard in Eagle Rock, the station is nestled along the 1934-1936 alignment of Route 66, the famed “Mother 
Road”, which brought millions of Americans west to California in search of a better life. Today the service station 
looks out at Colorado Boulevard, a street now dotted with electric vehicle charging stations and traversed by 
hybrid and fully electric cars, once again bearing witness to Los Angeles reimagining itself. 

 
Originally constructed in 1919 for Standard Oil of California at the company’s main plant and 

maintenance facility on N. Spring Street in Downtown Los Angeles, the building, utilizing the “House with 
Canopy” vernacular service station design, was relocated in 1931 by John Milton “Jay” Risk - an Eagle Rock 
resident - to the current Eagle Rock location on Colorado Boulevard.  During the 1930’s, the building served as an 
oil service station until 1938 when it became a fruit and vegetable market. In 1947, the Clairville family 
purchased the property and used the station as the first office for Clairville Plumbing. The Clairville family 
retained ownership of the service station and surrounding property until its sale in February 2022.  
 

I urge the Commission’s favorable consideration of the nomination before you and join the Eagle Rock 
community in celebrating the City’s evolution in transportation history embodied in the Jay Risk Standard Oil Co. 
Service Station - once a harbinger of the future, now a monument to the past.  

Sincerely,  

 
 
KEVIN DE LEÓN,  
Councilmember, 14th District, Los Angeles City Council  
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