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GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE CONTENTS OF THIS FILE 

Submissions by the public in compliance with the Commission Rules and Operating 
Procedures (ROPs), Rule 4.3, are distributed to the Commission and uploaded online. 
Please note that “compliance” means that the submission complies with deadline, delivery 
method (hard copy and/or electronic) AND the number of copies.  Please review the 
Commission ROPs to ensure that you meet the submission requirements. The ROPs can be 
accessed at http://planning.lacity.org, by selecting “Commissions & Hearings” and 
selecting the specific Commission. 

All compliant submissions may be accessed as follows: 

• “Initial Submissions”: Compliant submissions received no later than by end of
day Monday of the week prior to the meeting, which are not integrated by reference
or exhibit in the Staff Report, will be appended at the end of the Staff Report.  The
Staff Report is linked to the case number on the specific meeting agenda.

• “Secondary Submissions”: Submissions received after the Initial Submission
deadline up to 48-hours prior to the Commission meeting are contained in this file
and bookmarked by the case number.

• “Day of Hearing Submissions”: Submissions after the Secondary Submission
deadline up to and including the day of the Commission meeting will be uploaded to
this file within two business days after the Commission meeting.

Material which does not comply with the submission rules is not distributed to the 
Commission.  

ENABLE BOOKMARS ONLINE: 

**If you are using Explorer, you  need  will need to enable  the Acrobat    toolbar to 
see  the bookmarks on the left side of the screen. 

If you are using Chrome, the bookmarks are on the upper right-side of the screen. If you 
do not want to use the bookmarks, simply scroll through the file. 

If you have any questions, please contact the Commission Office at (213) 978-1300. 

http://planning.lacity.org/
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Planning CHC <chc@lacity.org>

Fwd: Clinton Manor historic designation
1 message

Melissa Jones <melissa.jones@lacity.org> Tue, Oct 15, 2024 at 9:11 AM
To: Planning CHC <chc@lacity.org>
Cc: Andrez Parra <andrez.parra@lacity.org>

Melissa Jones
Pronouns: She, Her, Hers
City Planner
Los Angeles City Planning
Office of Historic Resources

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 1350
Los Angeles, CA 90012
T: (213) 847-3679 | Planning4LA.org

          

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Mary Gilbert <maryhgilbert@yahoo.com>
Date: Mon, Oct 14, 2024 at 7:15 PM
Subject: Clinton Manor historic designation
To: <melissa.jones@lacity.org>

I have lived in Clinton Manor for 20 years. It is a gem in the middle of a sea of concrete. Everyone who happens upon the
property is awed by its beauty. The immediate feeling you get from entering the courtyard is one of peace and surprise to
find such a lovely green space. The property is a reflection of a time when people appreciated the importance of
incorporating a living space with nature. I support and hope that this unique property will be granted a historic designation.
Sincerely,
Mary Gilbert
#5180
Sent from my iPhone
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Planning CHC <chc@lacity.org>

St Elmo Presentation - copies for reference
1 message

Rita Cofield <RCofield@getty.edu> Thu, Oct 17, 2024 at 8:58 AM
To: "chc@lacity.org" <chc@lacity.org>

Hello,

 

I would like to submit a site plan that is already in the commissioners’ nomination packet but I will bring 12 printed copies
for them to look at during the presentation.

 

Thank you,

~Rita

 

Rita Cofield
Associate Project Specialist, Buildings and Sites Department
Getty Conservation Institute
T (310) 440 7575  |  getty.edu

 

AAH_StElmo_siteplan_labled.jpg
57K

http://www.getty.edu/
https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoRXRRSrysklasFPU1EGrqFX-1p3yONsENDPwK_Jn6t4rU4KWQq/u/0/?ui=2&ik=af94feea32&view=att&th=1929b343318e6d49&attid=0.1&disp=inline&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoRXRRSrysklasFPU1EGrqFX-1p3yONsENDPwK_Jn6t4rU4KWQq/u/0/?ui=2&ik=af94feea32&view=att&th=1929b343318e6d49&attid=0.1&disp=inline&safe=1&zw


Planning CHC <chc@lacity.org>

“CHC-2024-6020-HCM - Public Comment in Favor of Landmark Status”
1 message

Cecily Harrison <cecilye@att.net> Thu, Oct 17, 2024 at 10:27 AM
To: "chc@lacity.org" <chc@lacity.org>

Thank you for the opportunity to discuss the cultural importance of Clinton Manor apartments, where I
have lived for 30 years.

Charm and elegance was at the forefront of Clinton Manor’s 1940 design. Pink buildings facing winding
hedges and green lawns, magnolia tree at their center, tiled hallways, crown moldings, bay windows;
architectural history not just to be admired but protected.

And there is nothing like Clinton Manor when it comes to neighbors.

Melissa, Nichole, Joanna, Patrick, Scarlett, Helen, Luke, Mary, Kate, David, Angela, Anton, Julia, Chloe,
Margo, Liana, Orren, Vicki, Sami, and so many more make Clinton Manor a civically engaged and supportive
neighborly community; its preservation, like a good neighbor, is invaluable to the fabric of Los Angeles. We
are a departure from the indistinguishable multi-unit complexes Manhattanizing our once quaint Windsor
Square without the advantage of accessible public transportation; traffic is intense and street parking non-
existent. The calm and visual beauty of Clinton Manor is a welcome refuge from the hysteria of surrounding
development. I would invite any of you to visit and hopefully agree, that it is in the city’s – and the public’s --
best interest to establish Clinton Manor as an historical landmark. Thank you.

Cecily Harrison



Planning CHC <chc@lacity.org>

Clinton Manor Courtyard Apts
1 message

janet alvarez <humbuckinhoney@yahoo.com> Thu, Oct 17, 2024 at 9:14 AM
Reply-To: janet alvarez <humbuckinhoney@yahoo.com>
To: "councilmember.soto-martinez@lacity.org" <councilmember.soto-martinez@lacity.org>
Cc: "chc@lacity.org" <chc@lacity.org>

So, late in the day, and I apologize......but the real "I'm sorry" will occur if we allow this important
link between our past and our present (and that certainly implies a future that acknowledges both
those things).

Please, please, designate these wonderful monuments to a former age as *official* monuments!

Respectfully,

Janet Alvarez

"As a child I was taught that to tell the truth was often painful. As an adult I have learned that not to tell the
truth is more painful, and that the fear of telling the truth—whatever the truth may be—that fear is the most
painful sensation of a moral life.” June Jordan

".....I look East, West, North, South, and I do not see Sauron; but I see that Saruman has many descendants. 
We hobbits have against them no magic weapons.  Yet, my gentle hobbits, I give you this toast:  To the
Hobbits!  May they out last the Sarumans and see Spring again in the trees". (J.R.R. Tolkien, Holland, 1958)

"Books! The best weapons in the  world! Arm yourselves!" ~ Dr. Who











Planning CHC <chc@lacity.org>

CHC-2024-6020-HCM - Support for Historic Nomination for Clinton Manor
Apartments
1 message

Kama Hayes <kama.hayes@apple.studio> Wed, Oct 16, 2024 at 5:25 PM
To: chc@lacity.org, councilmember.soto-martinez@lacity.org

Dear Reader(s):

I fully support the historic designation of the 1940 Clinton Manor Apartments located in the Paramount Studios/Raleigh
Studios neighborhood.

This is a great and still period in style garden apartment/courtyard complex that needs protection from awful, ugly
development that is not only ruining our city as a whole, but that is ruining individual neighborhoods, little by little.

What happens when everything is gone and there is no history?!?!?!

Not only were the creators of the Barbie Doll residents here, but there is the proximity to the studios that makes one
believe and know that many studio workers have lived here over the decades.

Please support the historic cultural nomination.  Hollywood is being bulldozed at an alarming rate for greedy developers,
and for apartments that are UGLY, EXPENSIVE AND VACANT!!!

What a joke, and it's a heartbreaking joke.

Sincerely,
Kama Hayes
Hollywood, CA



Planning CHC <chc@lacity.org>

CHC-2024-6020-HCM Clinton Manor nomination
1 message

MARITA GERAGHTY <maritageraghty@aol.com> Thu, Oct 17, 2024 at 11:47 AM
To: "chc@lacity.org" <chc@lacity.org>
Cc: Councilmember.Soto-Martinez@lacity.org

Dear Cultural Heritage Committee,

I was unable to attend this morning’s session.  I am in favor of preserving the Clinton Manor and hope you will back its
nomination as an HCM. I so appreciated raising my children in the Wilshire area. The many beautifully preserved
buildings, from the Wiltern on Western to my own National Register Historic District—the Wilton Historic District, made
driving through the neighborhood as good as a trip to a museum.  Usually, families only go to museums occasionally, but
we pass buildings every single day and can enjoy their link to our past and their current beauty.

For 30 years I owned and lived in the recently restored HCM Thomas A. Churchill home.  Thank you for the work you do.

Sincerely,
Marita Geraghty



Planning CHC <chc@lacity.org>

CHC-2024-6020-HCM - Public Comment in Favor of Landmark Status”
1 message

s medina <ssmedina27@gmail.com> Thu, Oct 17, 2024 at 11:18 AM
To: chc@lacity.org, melissa.jones@lacity.org, andrez.parra@lacity.org

To whom it may concern:

I have friends who live at Clinton Manor and have enjoyed the grounds everytime I visit. I find the gardens and trees
lovely and a nice enclave from the bustle of LA.
The pictures from the presentation do not do the property justice as the in person experience. Clinton Manor definitely
gives you the feeling of experiencing something different and very historical. I have also attended many private events at
Clinton Manor and each time it reminds me of how wonderful the architecture is and should be preserved for
future generations to enjoy.

I support the recommendation of Clinton Manor for historical status.

Sincerely,

Stefanie Medina
LA Resident



Planning CHC <chc@lacity.org>

October 17 CHC-2024-6020: HCM Clinton Manor Courtyard Apartments
1 message

Toby Horn <thorn626@gmail.com> Thu, Oct 17, 2024 at 6:15 AM
To: chc@lacity.org

Please designate this wonderful building as an LA City HCM.  ﻿The living units inside provide a grace and formality of
which is no longer seen.  These apartments were designed for abundant light and air flow, which obviate the need for air
conditioning - a premonition of an energy saving building. 

Built around a courtyard, the Clinton Manor apartments provide a sense of community and also safety for tenants - an
appreciated commodit6 these days. 

Please designate the Clinton Manor Courtyard Apartments as a Los Angeles City HCM.

Thank you,

Toby Horn
146 South Fuller Avenue
90036
(323)934-5611

Sent from my iPad



Planning CHC <chc@lacity.org>

CHC-2024-6156-HCM
1 message

Andrew Salimian <asalimian@laconservancy.org> Wed, Oct 16, 2024 at 4:22 PM
To: "chc@lacity.org" <chc@lacity.org>, Melissa Jones <melissa.jones@lacity.org>, Andrez Parra <andrez.parra@lacity.org>
Cc: Russell Gallaher <russellgallaher@aol.com>, Lindsay Mulcahy <LMulcahy@laconservancy.org>, Frank Richards
<losangelesbassist@yahoo.com>

To Denise, Melissa and Andrez,

 

I am pleased that the Cultural Heritage Commission will be considering the Mellinthin Birdhouse Apartments at their
meeting tomorrow. I was able to visit the site in person on October 4th. It is truly a unique site. Mellenthin homes are some
of the most recognizable homes in Los Angeles, and are really symbolic of the San Fernando Valley and its growth. They
have always been desirable, but in the past decades they have really been appreciated by the wider architectural
community and have become increasingly more valuable. Prior to reading this nomination, I had not known he Mellenthin
was responsible for multi-family homes. The site that is being nominated truly is a rare example of the Mellenthin style but
adapted for a multi-family context.

 

Because of the rarity of the type, the Conservancy supports this nomination. I had intended to speak in support tomorrow,
but something came up last minute. Lindsay will be there to speak in support for us.

 

I’ve been speaking to a few local advocates who prepared the nomination and they alerted us to a letter submitted by
Chronicle Heritage. They wanted to counter some of the claims made in the letter. I understand I am late in submitting a
response, but I thought it would be good background for everyone to have if questions come up tomorrow. The responses
to the letter are copied below for your reference. I’ll print out hard copies for the Commission to read as well.

 

I sincerely hope the Cultural Heritage Commission will consider this rare and special place as an HCM.

 

Chronicle Heritage Letter Arguments and Responses

(Chronicle assertions are italicized, responses are starred)

 

Property does not have a significant association with the contractor, William Mellenthin.

 

* He was listed as the contractor on the original building application, it is his handwriting and signed by him.

 

it is a common example of a Storybook, or Cinderella, Ranch.

 

*It is not a Storybook, or Cinderella-style Ranch. It is a traditional Ranch-style, single-story, multi-family dwellings with
very distinctive features of the builder and being that he only built very few of these, this is a RARE example of his
work.



 

William Mellenthin is noted on the permits as the contractor. No architect(s) is listed on the permits. The nomination
asserts the property is significant for an association with William Mellenthin.

 

* He was listed as the contractor on the original building application, it is his handwriting and signed by him. It seems
fairly common of the era, that not all master builders were listed as the architect on the permit application, but as the
contractor. It does not negate his association with the property.

 

The property must express a particular phase in the development of the master’s career,

an aspect of his or her work, or particular idea or theme in his or her craft.

 

The subject property is a typical example of his work and does not reflect a distinctive period of his work.

 

*Mostly known for his single-family homes, William had a particular phase in the development of some multi-family
homes, and therefore, the subject property is NOT a typical example of his work and DOES reflect a distinctive period
of his work.

 

Mellenthin constructed his personal residence, located 6 miles from the subject property at 4949 Ethel Avenue, which
also features a cupola and dove cote. The Ethel residence is more closely associated with the life and work of
Mellenthin. 4949 Ethel better represents his life and work and is a better candidate for HCM designation.  

 

*The property at 4949 Ethel Avenue has had many alterations including a one-story addition in 2009, another one-story
addition and 7 windows replaced in 2013. It also has dormer windows, which was NOT a common Mellenthin detail.
Therefore, 4949 Ethel does NOT better represent his life and work and is NOT a better candidate for HCM
designation.  

 

The HCM nomination presents a false construction history. permits were issued in June to alter the primary façades to
allow for construction of the porches over the front steps. 

 

* It is fairly common for Builders to alter plans during construction and this one makes perfect sense, as it was one of
Mellenthin’s distinctive features to have larger porch “overhangs”.

 

Additionally, permit was issued on July 20, 2000 to “construct additional storage between the garages.”

 

*There has NOT been any “construction” of additional storage between the garages. There is a wooden gate to hide
the trash bins.

 

Based upon a site visit conducted by a fully qualified architectural historian on October 10, 2024, additional alterations
include a secondary coating of stucco which decreases the separation of the wood surround of the windows from the
wall. 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/4949+Ethel+Avenue?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/4949+Ethel+Avenue?entry=gmail&source=g


*It is common to break away the stucco around a window when replacing. Once replaced, new stucco is added, it is
NOT a “secondary coating” and does NOT decrease the separation of the wood surrounding of the windows from the
wall.

 

The replacement windows are not aluminum, which would be in keeping with 1950s Ranch-style architecture, they are
vinyl with press-on muntins. 

 

* The replacement windows ARE aluminum; they are NOT vinyl with press-on muntins. They are Powder-Coated
Aluminum with internal muntins. They are quality-made windows that have the multi-pane look, same style as the ones
replaced, which would be in keeping with 1950s Ranch-style architecture. Only the windows adjacent to the unit
entrances have been changed.  The street facing windows and all other windows are are original.

 

Although the HCM ordinance does not take into consideration a property’s integrity, the alterations noted in the HCM
nomination and during the site visit diminish the architectural quality of the subject property.  

 

* Any alterations to the property have been made with style-correct, quality materials as to NOT diminish the
architectural quality of the subject property.  

 

 

Andrew Salimian
Director of Advocacy

Los Angeles Conservancy

(213) 430-4203 | asalimian@laconservancy.org

 

Pronouns: He/Him

 

laconservancy.org

E-News – Facebook – Twitter – Instagram

 

Membership starts at just $40

Join the Conservancy today
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https://www.laconservancy.org/subscribe
https://www.facebook.com/laconservancy
https://twitter.com/laconservancy
http://instagram.com/laconservancy
https://www.laconservancy.org/membership
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