


























































Laura Meyers 
1818 S. Gramercy Place, Los Angeles CA 90019 

lauramink@aol.com 
 
August 6, 2025  
 
Los Angeles Cultural Heritage Commission  
Barry Milofsky, President  
Re: CHC-2025-2725-HCM, CEQA: ENV-2025-2726-CE  

1858 – 1864 West Adams Boulevard; 2610 – 2616 South La Salle Avenue  
via email: chc@lacity.org  
 
Honorable Members of the Commission: 
 
One of West Adams’ most beautiful historic churches, the Greater Page Temple Church of God in 
Christ, is before you for your final determination to declare it as a Los Angeles Historic Cultural 
Monument. 
 
I have been involved with research efforts regarding a possible historic designation for more than a 
decade, initially in association with this church being open to the public for one of West Adams Heritage 
Association’s home tours. 
 
I am pleased that staff at the Office of Historic Resources (OHR) has a positive recommendation for the 
church to be designated, but extremely disappointed that staff does not recognize the significance of 
Bishop Lucius C. Page. 
 
Yes, the church building was designed by a significant master architect, John C. Austin, remembered for 
his work on several of Los Angeles’s most iconic landmarks, including Griffith Park Observatory, the 
Shrine Auditorium, and Los Angeles City Hall. (Criterion 3) 
 
And yes, after the original congregation sold their church building to the Mount Sinai Missionary 
Baptist Church, led by the Reverend H. B. Charles, Sr., we entered into the first period of significance in 
local African American history. As staff points out, the church “ ‘exemplifies significant contributions to 
the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, state, city, or community’ as an important 
site associated with the development of the African American community in the West Adams 
neighborhood of Los Angeles from the mid- to late-20th century.” (Criterion 1)   
 
Clearly the church played an important role in Los Angeles’s black community and in local social 
justice and civil rights, starting with its sale to Mount Sinai. Along with being a popular pastor, Pastor 
Charles, Sr. was visible in local civic affairs and the civil rights movement. He and his church were 
regularly featured in the pages of African American newspapers and Jet magazine. In 1953, Governor 
Goodwin J. Knight spoke at Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church, in an event that brought together 
religious leaders and Hollywood entertainers. The following year, the church hosted a Negro History 
Week event that included a presentation on important African-American composers. On February 28, 
1960, the Rev. Martin Luther King gave his speech, “Going Forward by Going Backward,” at Mount 
Sinai. 



 
When the Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church congregation moved from this sanctuary, in 1963, to 
another church building located about ten blocks west on Adams Boulevard, the church trustees sold this 
building to Bishop Page and the current Church of God in Christ (COGIC) denomination.  
  
I believe it would be a major oversight to not recognize the significance of Bishop Page for his role 
nationally and locally with helping to grow COGIC into the force it is today (e.g. not to include 
Criterion 2).  
 
I am especially that staff seemingly based their negative recommendation on the fact that the Applicants 
did not utilize all of SurveyLA’s Guidelines for evaluating resources associated with significant 
personages. These Guidelines have not been adopted by the Los Angeles City Council, they vary from 
National Register guidelines, and in any case in both instances they serve as an outline for research, not 
a final standard.  
 
The Church of God in Christ, the largest Pentecostal denomination in America, has its roots in the Azusa 
Street Revival, a historic series of revival meetings held in Los Angeles from 1906 to 1915. Today there 
are more than 500 million Pentecostal believers worldwide. COGIC’s membership in the United States 
is predominantly African American.  
 
Bishop Page’s role COGIC has been described in the nomination. Below just a few highlights: 
 
Lucius Page had arrived in Los Angeles in 1943, establishing his congregation in a tent erected on the 
corner of Jefferson and San Pedro. Before that time, the Mississippi native had headed up COGIC’s 
Evangelical Department, and had led COGIC churches in Arkansas and Tennessee. In a lifetime of 
preaching, Bishop Page was said to have won more than 10,000 souls.  
 
By 1959, Bishop Page’s congregation was domiciled at 1545 West 35th Place, on the corner of Denker 
Avenue. For the past 50-plus years the congregation has called the Greater Page Temple Church of God 
in Christ its home.  
 
Please include Criterion 2 in your final determination and declare that Bishop Page is a significant 
personage for the purpose of this HCM designation. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
 
Laura Meyers 
.   
 
 
 
 
 



Rosie M. Jordan 
2373 Locust Ave. #1 
Long Beach, CA 90806 
rosiejordan71855@yahoo.com 

   

Date: August 6, 2025 

City of Los Angeles Cultural Heritage Commission 

File #: CHC-2025-2725-HCM Agenda #: Item#6 

Dear Commission, 

I joined Greater Page Temple 1978; under the leadership of Bishop L. C. Page until his death 
less than two years later. Bishop Page AKA Pop Page as we called him and 1st Lady Thelma 
Page were all about winning souls for God and also the founder of Los Angeles Department 
of Evangelism. The Department of Evangelism is all about winning souls for God and this is 
very important to me. Bishop Page was well known throughout Los Angeles area; I could 
tell people my church and Pastor name and they knew of Bishop Page and still true today. 
Bishop Page influenced so many generations. I look at the pictures around Greater Page 
Temple and see not only members I know, but also their children and grandchildren. I see 
pictures from the pass where Bishop Page started out services in someone home until filling 
up buildings with extremally large groups. That not only affect a person, but that person 
offsprings for generations. I had the pleasure of knowing three of Bishop & Mother Page 
children. Dr. L. C. Page Jr, Evangelist Betty Jean Page, and Brother Paul Page they were 
proud of their parents Evangelism work and that influenced their lives. They had lifetime 
effects on people lives, definitely my life. I enjoyed hearing their stories of their parents 
work for God. I did not hear Bishop Page radio programs, but his son Dr. L. C. Page carried 
on the tradition by hosting a radio program in the Los Angeles area. I remember listing to 
Dr. Page on KJLH a well known black own radio station at the time. 

My next two Pastors after Bishop Page were under the leadership of Bishop Page. Bishop 
Page’s son Dr. L. C. Page Jr & 1st Lady Gwen Page was my pastor until his death. My Pastor 
after Dr. Page was Pastor Theodis Johnson & 1st Lady Bessie Johnson until his health issues. 
My Pastor today is Dr. David E. Harris and he shows respect for Bishop Page leadership. 
Dr. Harris is also about winning souls for God.  
 
Sincerely, 
Rosie M. Jordan 



   
 

   
 

     Tanisha B. Thomas, President 
     Leah Griffith, Vice President  
                              Cecelia Schumake, Secretary 
     Rita Bertrand, Treasurer  
     

 
 

Post Office Box 180254 
Los Angeles, CA 90018          
 

August 6, 2025  

Cultural Heritage Commission 
Barry Milofsky, Chair Commissioners Gail Kennard, Vice President; Richard Barron, Pilar Buelna, Diane 
Kanner, Commissioners  
 
Re:  CHC-2025-2725-HCM, CEQA: ENV-2025-2726-CE     Council District: 8 – Harris-Dawson, Plan Area: 
South Los Angeles PROPERTY ADDRESS:   1858 – 1864 West Adams Boulevard; 2610 – 2616 South La 
Salle Avenue  

Dear Honorable Members of the Commission: 

The West Adams Neighborhood Association is pleased to announce our support for the Greater Page Temple 
Church of God in Christ nomination as an Historic Cultural Monument in the City of Los Angeles.  However, 
we respectfully disagree with staff findings that do not support the designation under Criteria 2 – the 
association with Bishop Lucius Conklin Page – who provided the temple with its name. We fully support the 
entire nomination, including L.C. Page. 

Many elders in our immediate neighborhood, in the vicinity, and Los Angeles in general, remember “Pops 
Page” as a church leader who was a dynamic preacher and teacher in and out of the pulpit. He was a district 
and national leader of the COGIC faith, and a pioneering evangelist who created systems to promote 
immense growth to the African American Holiness Pentecostal faiths in Los Angeles and beyond.  

His style of leadership has been described as “unique and charismatic.” Several church leaders have 
expressed learning their teachings and preaching styles from the L.C. Page. One was Pastor Emeritus James 
Lewis from the New Antioch Church in South Los Angeles. Dr. Noah Shumate of St. John’s COGIC was 
inspired to join the evangelist department due to Bishop Page’s teachings.  

His accomplishments in Los Angeles and across the United States are lasting as he remains the longest 
serving church department leader. His radio show which broadcasted in Los Angeles between 10:00 – 11:00 
on Sunday nights were so popular that he was compared to Billy Sunday who is also an evangelical leader. 
His creation of the publication, “Evangelist Speaks,” his development of the regional system of the 
Department of Evangelism, Evangelist Identification Cards, and National Evangelist Licenses are not just 
papers freely given. They are earned after completing a series of educational programs and are cherished 
by those that have the distinct honor of earning them. Bishop Page was also the visionary thinker who asked 
the church leadership to join the evangelist men and women in the department without differentiation, a move 
which led to increased evangelical and missionary activity. 



   
 

   
 

Today, the COGIC church has approximately 6.5 million members. It is the largest African American 
Pentecostal church globally and is the fourth-largest denomination in North America. It was Bishop L.C. Page 
who was handpicked by Bishop C.H. Mason to grow and nurture the church due to unique his evangelical 
abilities.  

In Los Angeles, the COGIC denomination has more members than the African Methodist Episcopal church. 
This speaks to the lasting legacy of church growth that Bishop L.C. Page left for those that came after him to 
follow. 

Respectfully yours, 

 

Tanisha B. Thomas 
President 
West Adams Neighborhood Association  


