. Comment Letter No. 145

Maya E. Zaitzevsky

Los Angeles City Planning Department
200 North Spring Street, Room 763
Los Angeles, CA 90012

RE & |
ciry 0? S!‘%MEEELE?
DEC 3 7 2063 .

29 December 2003 E"%ENTAL

Regarding: CANYON HILLS PROJECT, EIR Case no; ENV-2002:2481-E[R
. Reference #; SCH # 2002091018

Dear Ms Zaitzevsky:

I have had the opportunity to review section the DEIR for the above-mentioned project
and have some serious concerns with regard to the biological section. The survey has
neglected to consider several highly sensitive species and there are numerous errors that
indicate that there is a lack of knowledge and/or careless use of existing literature and
range maps resulting in some inadequately based and biologically irresponsible
conclusions.

Several species and subspecics are confused and are cited as occurring int the Study Area
when in fact the area is out of their range such as Gilbert’s Skink (Ewmneces gilberti),
Speckled Rattlesnake, (Crotalus mitchellii); Red Diamond Rattlesnake (Crotalus ruber);
Orange-throated Whiptail {Cnemidophorus hyperythrus beldingf). Common names are
either misspelled or out of date: “Logger-Head Shrike” is correctly indicated as
Loggerhead Shrike, Plain Titmouse (Parus inornatug) has been changed to Oak Titmouse
(Baeolophus inornatus). This is troubling as it tndicates that the surveys appear to have
heen conducted in a rushed manner with inexperienced persounel working under
constraining time budgets. B

The survey reports only one sighting of the Yellow-breasted Chat (Icteria Virens) north

east of area B (proposed development south of the 210 freeway on La Tuna road) (page
IV.D44). Such a single reported sighting is surprising, as I have observed this species 10
be fairly evenly distributed over both area A and B (proposed development north of the

210 freeway) and in the surrounding area of the Verdugo mountains south of La Tona
Canyon Road.

Similarty, the Yellow Warbler (Dendroica petechid) is mentioned as having heen
observed only once (page IV.D44)Xnot shown on Fig IVD2). However, this species is
also fairly uniformly distributed over the Study Area and proposed development area.
Both of these avian species are California Department of Fish and Game Species of
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Comment Letter No. 145

Special Concern (CDFGSSC) and consequently sightings and dxstnbunun need to be
researched and reported accurately.

Although Vaux's Swift (Chaetura vauxi) which is another CDFGSSC is not endemic to
the area, the species is migratory and the observed individuals (page IV.D-44) foraging in
mixed flocks with other species use the area as it presents a feeding opportunity along
their migratory route. The proposed development would result in habitat alteration
upstream along the La Tuna Wash would in turn adversely impact insect populations. In
turn, this would either alter or eliminate this feeding zone and possibly compromise thesc
individuals ability to reach their breeding areas in northern California and further north
from there.

The Coastal California Gnatcatcher (Polioptila califorrica califarmica) is a federally

listed species, which was not observed by surveyors (page IV.D45). This is somewhat

surprising, as I have observed these occasionally over the entire proposed developmient

area and adjacent areas except for the northern edge of area B. Additionally this species
has been documented in the western/central Verdugo Mountains.

The Section also reports that no Least Bell’s Vireo (Vireo belli pusillus) (page TV.D-45),
which is a both a federal and state listed species, was observed during the surveys, The
survey reports that “is not likely to occur in the Study Area as the habitat appears
marginal, lacking dense understory thickets needed for nesting by this species”. On the
contrary, thehabxtatdoesprewntpatchu of mﬂiclenﬂydenseunderstorythatﬂns
species requires.

On page IV.D-45 the Coopers Hawk (Accipiter cooperii), another CDFGSSC is
discussed. The report cites observations of Cooper’s Hawks dunng flyovers, but notes
that there were “nesting and other breeding activities were not observed during the -
mumerous aviap surveys”. This statement in itself reveals that the biologists are not

familiar with avian behavior in general and especially not experienced w:thraptor and
accipiters biology.

This species is not only present but also breeds in the area. The habitat and prey base in
both area A and B and the adjscent “Duke Property” are ideally suited to Cooper’s
Hawks. Like the other North American accipiters, Coaper’s Hawks are stealth hunters
and extremrely opportunistic. The birds spend most of the time perched or “stifl hunting”
whlchmtypwalofanambushpredatonmdassuchwﬂlnotbedetectedbymexpenemed
observers. Sometimes their distinctive calls are indicative of their presence to
experienced observers. The reported © ﬂyovers”aremnstoﬁenaoomponmtofrmgmg
flight, which during the nésting season almost always involve courtship and display, or
some other form of breeding and courtship, or teritorial display.

This is not a species that breeds within or close to developexi areas, and nesting pairs will
readily abandon a nest when disturbed. These factors that have undoubtedly contributed
to the species decline in numbers of Coopers Hawks and its consequent listing as a

CDFGSSC species. The proposed development would have & highly significant negative
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-opposite will be true, the proposed development would adversely affect this species

Comment Letter No. 145

impact on the prey base, which in turn would lead to nesting frilure and an eventuyal
abandonment of the area by these birds. Additionally, development and human activity
would attract the attendant corvids (Common Raven (Corvus corar) and American Crow

( Corvus brachyrhynchos)), which compete negatively with resident raptors and
ultimately drive them out of the area.

It is troubling that none of these issues has been addressed in the DEIR, where the
surveyors observed a few flyovers and declare this sensitive species is simply not present,
and therefore would not be impacted by the propozed development. In fact, quite the

resulting in its eventual disappearmnce from the area. The DEIR mearrwhile simply
dismisses the species presence in the area, its biological requirements, and the significant
impact of the proposed development in a total of six lines.

Another CDFGSSC, the Sharp-shinned Hawk (Accipiter striatus) is pot mentioned in the
DEIR. Becanse of the exireme reversed sexual size dimorphism among accipiters, the
larger females of this species are often confused with male Coopers Hawks. Sharp-
shinned Hawks occurs in the Study Area in winter because the habitat supports flocks of
migrating passerines, which these small accipiters use as a prey base. The proposed
development would result in the loss of habitat and consequent absence of these
migrating flocks along with the Sharp-shinned Hawks.

Neither has the DEIR made any mention of the Mertin (Falco columbarius), which is
another CDFGSSC. This smali falcon is also winter visitor to the area. The proposed

development would have a significant negative effect on wintering individuals of this
species.

The Red-shouldered Hawk (Buteo lineatus) is another year round resident that breeds in

the area but was never mentioned during the survey. These small buteos have declined in
recent decades due to habitat loss amorg. Red-shouldered Hawks are relatively small and
are shy and inconspicuous during most of the year except for short periods during the
courtship and breeding season where they are highly territorial and vocal. It is also easily
mistaken for the larger and more common Red-taited Hawks (Buteo jamaicensis) by
inexperienced observers. -

No mention was made in the DEIR of the Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) which is
another CDFGSSC and a California Fully Protected species. These birds are
occasionally observed along the higher ridgelines and especially perched on the Southern
California Edison transnission line that approximatsly bisects the proposed development
area A, As it sometimes difficult to differentiate between these raptors and Red-tailed
Hawks, especially when viewed from a distance or from below, theseeaglesare often
misidentified as buteos.

The San Diego Coast Homed Lizard (Phryrosoma cororctum blainvilli) avother
CDFGSSC is occurs in areas of loose soil and sand within the Study Area, Horned
lizards are only seasonafly active and a survey condiicted during periods of inactivity
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would therefore not reveal the presence of individuals. The absence of scat (page IV.D-
46) is not a reliable indicator of the species presence as scat is often consumed by other

animals and easily destroyed/fragmented by wind, rain, suﬂmovamentandphoto-
degradation among other factors.

On the same page thereport claims that another CDFGSSC, the Silvery Legléss Lizard
(Aniella pulchra) is expected to “occur in low numbers™. “Low numbers” is an arbitrary
term and as such i3 meaningless. If the putpose of the report is to insinuate that the
mumbers of these lizards in the proposed development area is insignificant, it is not true.
In fact this species does occur alf over the Study Area and proposed development area
As this is a fossorial species, a representative survey would have involved some light
digging. The habitat in the area is ideal and grading and termain alteration would serve to
destroy many individuals and eliminate these animals from the developed areas.

The proposed development would significantly impact the plants and trecs that are found
in the area. The loss of the 232 Oaks and 27 sycamores naturafly occurring can not be
mitigated by post development landscaping and instead will adversely affect the habitat
and devastate all the dependant autotrophic animal species. It is neither realistic, nor is it
biologically accurate to indicate that replacement planting in manicured artificiel clusters
along “entryways”, road right-ofeways”, “parks and common areas”,” detention basins”,
“flood control”, "fuel modification areas”, “private lots” and “equestrian trails” will
somehow replace the mature trees and their associated understory that has been
destroyed. This kind of change will be permanent and irreversible, and the entire
ecosystem of the area will be severely damaged. To suggest that that planted trees will
provide “seed production” and “compensate fully for the loss of mature trees” is
irresponsible as oak seedlings will not generate under attificially planted and disturbed

sites.

Large mammal surveys were done asing terature, track stations and tick presence.
These are all indirect means and are only a component of a through survey and can be
accomiplished by laypersons. Very little effort was made to stdtlmem the field in an
attempt to observe wildlife activity, No nocturnal predator surveys using night vision
equipment was conducted neither were radio telemetric studies done to

determine wildlife movement. Consequently the conclusions that most of the large
mammals exist in low, very low, and not present categories on the study site are
inaccurate and blologtcally irresponsible,

The survey reports that the Gray Fox (Urocyon cinereoargenteus) is “not as common
either on the project site or within the Study Area as coyotes” (page IV.D-141). This
again is an jmesponsible conclusion — one that is based on the biologist’s fajture to
observe and document foxes present in the Study Area and the project site. Evidence for
. the insinuated law numbers of foxes is based simply on the lack of scat.

Bobcats (Zyrx rufus) populations in the area are also dispensed with through second-hand]
and subjective methodology. Although the susveyors remark that “bobcats are Iikely
present in the area” (page IV.D-141), they conclude that “bobcats are present. ... in very
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low numbers”. A number of observation periods spent in the field, especm]]y by

observers that are experienced and can interpret secondary resl-time signs of bobeat
presence such as alarm calls of other avifauna wilt undoubtedly observe more that a “low
number” of bobcats.

The Mountain Lion (Felis concolor) are also present occasionally in the Verdugo
Mountains and surrounding area. There are a substantial number of Mule Deer
(Odocoileus hemionus) and other smhaller species to form a substantive prey base to
support & few individuals. The DEIR argues that this species does not occur in this area
as it is unable to negotiate the “Missing Link™ or wildlife corridor between the Tujunga
Wash and the Verdugo Mountains /Study Area/ development area, while at the same time
conceding that the corridor is used by coyotes and foxes. This is another disturbing
aspect of the DEIR as it indicates that personnel performing the survey are not familiay
with Mountain Lion behavior. These animals are extremely dexterons and move much
more rapidly than foxes and coyotes and any corridor ¢apable of supporting coyote and
fox movement will also support mountain lion movement. Residents have reported
snghungamtheamaandakhoughnotcommonﬂnsspemesmpresentandhasadeﬂnmw
place in the local ecosysten,

Similarly the American Badger (7axidea facus) is also reported as being “uncommon” in
the area, Besides relying on the same indirect evidence as used to report other large
mammal occurrence in the area, the survey reports that snitable Habitat especially soil
does not occur in the area (page IV.D-141). This is incorrect. Habitat requirements for
these animals is entirely adequate and there are many areas where the soil has been
disturbed by water flow that results in loose of mildly compacted soils that the animals
need.

The project site, Study Area and the Verdugo Mountains in general form an island that is
surrounded by development. However, given the present size of this island, the ares
supports a relatively large number of animals and plants. The present biodiversity is
maintained because of the size of the area and its proximity to the Verdugo Mountains
and the San Gabriel Mountains, A reduction in the open space by the proposed
development would permanently impact not only the developed area, but all of the
surrounding open space as well. Not only will all of the avifauna in the developed area be
destroyed, but also the presence of the development and aszociated human actmty will
alter the ecosystem of the surrounding atea.
Anmﬁhmofthedevﬂ@mmnwﬂlbethem&wﬁmofmmofbirdsmch
-as House Sparrows (Passer domesticus), corvids and the European Starling (Sturnus
viiigaris) and mammals such as Roof Rats (Raftus rattus) and House Mouse (Mus
musculus). Domestic and potentially feral dogs and cats, which will amrive along with
human inhsbitants, will have a devastating effect on endemic wildlife. These human~
associated species compete and drive out their more fragile resident competitors, which
will have a ripple effect on the ecosystem of the entire area,

Additionally, the development in area B will severely limit and eventuaily choke off
wildlife movement from the San Gabriel Mountains via the only existing corridor
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(Missing Link in DEIR) from the Tujungs Wash to the Verdugo Mountains and
surrounding area. Besides not allowing replacement of individuals in the Vel"dugo
Mountains, isolation would eventually result in a decline and loss of both species and
individuals due to a reduction in specific gene pools. A good example of such a model
can be seen in the case of the Mountain Yellow-legged frog (Rama muscosa). This
species was unable to utilize the increasingly constricted corridors and fBolation imposed
by development in recent decades and now occurs in the San Gabriel Mountains only,
even though the habitat in the Verdugo Mountains is suitable. As a result of its conttifived
isolation due to habitat loss through development, satellite population of this species have

disappeared resulting in a very small ¢ore population which was listed as Federally
Endangered in 2002.

The entire Biclogical section of the DEIR has been inadequately prepared and contsins
some serious overall flaws. The mitigation requirements suggested are hopelessly
inadequate at best. I am hopeful that the department of City Planning will require a more
compiete and accurate biological impact report be completed before any consideration is
given to allow development im this biologicalty fragile area.

I appreciate the opportunity to comment. Please do not hesitate to call me at (310) 794-
5608 or (818) 768-6241 should you have any questions or require more iriformation.

Sincerely, @

Michael J. Comish, PhD.

Page# 6 of 6

£0°d 9£:8  E£00Z LE 28g

145-23

145-24

EPEL-BIB-ELZixey ANI/ZANS/ONINNY 1



Comment Letter No. 145
Attachment 145a

CURRICULUM VITAE.
: RECEIVED
Michael J. Cornish CITY OF L0S ANRE! ES
9319 La Tuna Canyon Road 1
Sun Valley, CA 91352 DEC 31 ‘2003
Home phone (818) 768-0964 ENViR%I#JP#ENTAL
Business phene (310) 794-5608

FAX (310) 794-5591, e-mail cornish@jset.ucla.edun

EDUCATION:

1995 PhD. Biology University of Califomia at Log Angeles
1984 MS Biology California State University at Northridgs
1977 BA Biology " California Stats University at Northridge

RESEARCH AND FIELD EXPERIENCE:

1999-present: The Relationship Between Agacous Humor Protein Levels and Outflow Facility in Paticnts
with Uveltis, University of California, Los Angeles, CA
Co-Investigaor _ .
An investigation of the correlation between susponded auicrior chatuber proteins, glavcoma and
m\ 'i:'m-s .

1997-present: mawucmuwmamumacmmmmm
arch Scientist, Edifor: Research { desi; :
Wmemmmmmmmwwmnmchwm
Committee, Supervise daia collection and commumicate with nationgl Coordinating Center.
Maintain datsbase and interpret Jaboratory results. Maintaia, modify and adapt bine ficld
catoptoscope for theological testing. Administer Clinical Research Center.

1997-presemt: MMMWUMUMWIW&CHM&,LMAM&CA
Res ! aph:-Reading (11
Orgammandmtegﬁzcnphﬂalmologmlphotomhcdatamnm Dewloppmtocolsand

certify photographers working fir varions pharmacentical company sponsored clinical trials for
oquhrmmplmsofAIDS Photogt:aphxceonsummrphammmlpumpmmmolved

1996-1997; Stady of Osteoporotic Fractures (Eye Camponent), University of Cahibrmn Los Angcles, CA
Principal Fundus Photographer
Researched, designed and implemented hymhmquesandwmﬂaphmagmphypmtocol
for the National Institwie of Health sponsared Eye component of the Study of Osteoporotic
Fractures coordinated by the Jules Stein Eye Institute, University of California at Los Angeles.
Instrocted and trained photographers at UCLA and at research sites in Portland, Oregon;
Minneapolis, Minnesota, Philadelphia, Penngylvania; and Raltinsore Maryland with fhé use of
Topoom slit-lamp, Canon 45 degres ton-madriatic and Marcher retro-ithumination cameras.
Responsible for all ophthalmic photography on the project. Sopervised remote and local
photographers. Responsible for quality contsol of photographic data collection.
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1994-present: White Shark Project. Smsz,CA

Te ric Develp,
Dwgtnngmnmmgmmammpacthybndghbalmmmgmdmﬁowhmm .
system o momitor Jocation and various physiological and external conditiops in free ranging

benthypelagic and pelagic Mackerel Sharks. Supervise the capture and attachmsnt of tve units on
sharks. Responsible for tracking and data transmission and for mait performance viability.

1990-1993; Amanllmdahm-t Tortmne Pmlect,KemCounty CA
Chief Fielg el : Development. -
Dmmmmmlqnmdammmmmotdemymfaowlwm
Tortoises either relocated 1o or resident in study site at the Desert Tortaise Natural Area in the
Western Mojave Desert in California. Supervised a staff of 40 field biclogists collecting data for
behavioral and ecological and pathogepic studics. Instmicted field biologists in the use of radic
telemetry and lsboratory eqnipment, and in BLM Desert Tortoise handling protosol relating to the
project. Supervised the required radio tracking of the suljject animalg and their transport to and
from field station laboratory. Supervised all photo documentation on the project. Supervised the
collection and processing of tissne samples from Desert Torioises, Supervised the operation and
maintenance the laboratory and iis equipment. Snpervised dinrnal and noctmnal night vision
assisted predator surveys, which included avian and mammalian species. Supervised daily input
of ficld data into project database and the evetmal transmission and downloading of all field datn.
Wmmcmmmmmmmmmmm
dnnnghilmanmpwnds. Performed ficld data analysis and presented papers presented at Desert
Tortoise Council anmual symposiom  Acted as a lisison. between scientific efforts and the
corporate sponsor of the project, and with varions county, mte,and&demlmmmmtagaucm
Sat on project scientific advisory comimitice.

1985-.1992; lﬁeldsuldy Raptor Prey selection and Hunting Sucoess. Los Angeleg, Kern, angd Riverside

Counties, CA
Research:

MWMFMWHEWHM$MMHSMWSMM
MMM&WWMMMMMWMWMm
Trapped and telemetered free ranging and rehabilitated individuals for idéntification, Jocation and
observation. Designed and developed new iclemetry techmiques and equipment specifically
applicable to raptors. Devdopedmuﬁcnalmetuedﬁeedmgmonsforsnpplmtalmﬂgm
testing of prey preferences.

1973-1990; Telemetry Assisied Rehabilitation and Poat- Re}eauMmm'hngapmm Los Angeles,
Kem,andRmdeCmnﬁes,CA
Raptor Biologlst
wwmgmmememmfam
Telemetered and followed individuats. Developed and established both species specific and
individnal release criteria. mhmmmmmmmmmmmm
agencies.

1978-1990: Telemetrymnodrmt-m of Golden Eagles, Los Angeles, Kern, and
-y - Monitoring
Mo_lm-zt
Rehabilitated and releascd endemic mmmammmmfmcnm
Telemetered and followed individoals. Developed aind establisired both species specific and
individuoal release criteria. Acwdmmnduwrympmtyandmmmrmmandbmlwﬂdhﬁ:
agencies.

1977-1978; masww—rmysamnhmrmmugemmmmmmc&
Field Research: Masters Thesis, CSUN .
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Located, observed and documented prey base and lmmntiag success in both telemsetered and non-

telemetered mptors, Collected behavioral and physiological data. Performed statistical tests to be
used as component of MS thesis.

1976-1978: San Fernando Valley Amhbon Society Raptor Rebabilitation Program.
Raptor Biologist and Program Director
Rebabilitated and rcleased various species of endemic and migratory raptors using established
Elconry techniques for National Audubon Society sponsored pesearch,

CONSULTING EXPERIENCE:
1950-present:  Consultant: Wildlife Way Station, Califorria.

1979-1992: Consaltant: US Fish & Wildlife Serm regarding identification and release criteria
regarding birds of prey,

1978-1980; Member- SteerthomhteeCaﬂfomaDeptdFuh&GameAmcmﬁmtor
‘Wildlife Rehabilitation,

1976-1978: Member-Board of Directors, San Fernando Vailley Auduhon Soclety.

TEACHING EXPERIENCE:
1994-1996: Instructor, Citrus College: General Biology, Veértebrate Anatomy and Pliysiology.

1994.present:  Instructor, Glendale College, Moorpark College: General Biology, VettebramAnatomyamd
Phrysiology,

1985-1990:  Teaching Associate: UCLA Dept. of Biology, Dept. of Chemistry: Verichrate Physiology ,
Regnlatory Physjology, Environmental Physiology, Animal Physiology, General Biology,
Vertebrate Biology, Biochemistry.

1980-1982: Graduate Assistaot/Tastractor: CSUN, Nerthridge, Ca. Upper division biclogy, Flara and
Faima, Mammalogy, Ornithology and Verichrate Biclogy.

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCTATIONS AND LICENSES:

American Oruithological Umion

Raptor Research Foundation

State of Califorais, GDF&G Master Falconry Liense

U.8. Department of the Interior, USFWS. GoldenEageRehahﬂnmanu
Wildlife Rehabilitation Council

PUBLICATIONS AND PAPERS PRESENTED:

. In Print: Michele . Lim, M.D.,, Sonia L. Minassian, B.S., William G. Cimberland, PhD., Susan S, Ransome,
M.D., Michael J. Cernish, Ph D., Catherine A. Strong, M.T., A S.C.P., Brian G. Terry, MD., Gary N.
-Holland, M.D. (1999) The Use of Blue Field Entoptoscopy to Determine Changes in Retinal Blood Flow
Cornish, ML.J,, (1992} Desert Tortoise Relocation: the Second Year, Desert Tortoise Council
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SanFrmsanoologlcal Socicty and
Confereace, San Franciscoy Ca.
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