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1 am opposed to the Canyon Hills Development for the following reasons:

1. The development would add more traffic to two hazardous and overburdened roads.
A. Tujunga Canyon Blvd. So unsae that a fireman at the Tujunga Fire Station
cantioned me avoid the use of this road whenever possible. The firemen have seen a lot
of gristly, ugly accident scenes on this road. This road is steep and full of curves,
overburdened. and quite literally: a killer. Recent road improvements to try to improve
the safety of the intersection of Tujunga Canyon Blvd & La Tuna Canyon have been
completed, but the drivers still race around that curve like their tails were on fire.
Tujunga Canyon Blvd provides the most direct route in to the Tujunga area frorm the 210 | 165-1
Freeway. and is very busy during rush bour. It is badly, badly, badly in need of
widening, and needs further traffic control mitigations. If a car traveling down the hill
strays over its line, the result can easily cause a combined car 80-100 mile per hour head-
on collision. I have a feeling that what usually happens though, is that the cars just fly off
of the road. There are tree roots that have made ridges in the asphalt, jostling your car as
you try to navigate around curves. You have to try to keep your cool because some idiot
is trying fo climb up your tailpipe. In order to reach local elementary schools, children
will have to travel east on La Tuna Canyon to Tujunga Canyon Boulevard, and travel up
Tujunga Canyon Boulevard during the morning rush hour. God forbid that any of these
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children would have to WALX that route because there was no one around to give them a
ride to and fro. There are no busses from Foothill Bivd into the area that the children
would have to go in to. They would be like ducks in a shooting gallery. There arc no
sidewalks to walk on. IfI have made driving this road sound like a wild ride on a
rollercoaster, ] have made no mistake. It is already a killer road-without the addition
of—how many additional cars?
2. La Tuna Canyon Blvd. This is another dangerous road. My daughter was |
passed near the top of La Tuna Canyon by the paramedic crew coming up from Sun

Valley two months ago. Some one had hit a deer during the morping rush hour. It was
still alive and was trying to get up.

La Tuna Canyon Road is a lot prettier than it is practical. It still looks like the old
West on the top ¥ of the canyon. Driving down the canyon, part of the view right in
front of your eyes includes ravens and red-tailed hawks soaring over the adjacent
hillsides. The road is very popular with bicycling enthusiasts who are enjoying the
beauty and the chalienge of the terrain. They can be encountered nearly all day, every
day of the week. When La Tuna Canyon squeezes down to 2 lanes, it can be quite a trick
to navigate past a bicyclist or two on a curve, with out getting hit by a car coming down
the hill. Most drivers are not content to hang back behind the bike until it is completely
safe to pass, and just bluster their way around thens.

La Tuna Canyon is also an attraction for the hiking enthusiast. A lot of people use the
trailhead at the top of La Tuna Canyon. Ihave seen hikers, cyclists, and even horses that
have been hauled in by trailer using the trail. It is a beautiful area that could be enjoyed
by many, if it is not ruined.

Unformnately for those of us who have to use La Tuna Canyon Road to get to our
homes, the road is an attractive nuisance that Iures those who to have to travel from La
Creseenta, or the 210 freeway to the east San Fernando Valley to get to work everyday..
La Tuna Canyon turns into Roscoe at the bottom. With easy access to the Golden State
Freeway, and the Hollywood Freeway, La Tuna Canyon makes a nice short cut for those
who are in the “know.” The drivers who use the canyon as a short cut do not necessarily
have the emotional ties to the area that would cause them to moderate their driving
behavior. The only thing that they want to do is get to work, and then get home as fast as
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possibie. They are not thinking about the neighborhood dogs, cats, horses and children,
let alone, the deer or the coyotes. If you live on La Tuna Canyon and want to ask your
neighbor on the other side of the street to feed your pets while you are on vacation, think
twice. You can get mown down trying to cross that street! If La Tuna Canyon gets the
kind of traffic flow that Tujunga Canyon has, there will be for sure, another absolute
“killer” road. The City of Los Angeles has lost at least three wrongful death lawsuits
because the road is such a menace, Ifthe City of Los Angeles decides to approve this
proposed development there is a great potential for the opportunity for the citizens of Los
Angeles to have to take money out of their pockets for yet another wrongful death suit
filed by yet another grieving relative. If Tujunga Canyon Blvd is like a2 rollercoaster, La
Tuna Canyon is like a bowling alley!

Just to add a little spice to the mix: La Tuna Canyon runs nearly due east to west.
At sunrise and sunset, daring certain times of the year, the sun is directly in the driver’s
eyes, making it very difficult to see where you are going. I have to make sure that my
windshield is absolutely clean of LA dirt before I go up or down. I have had to pull off
of the road several times for the express purpose of cleaning my windshield so that I
could have better visibility in the face of the setting sun.

Neither Tujunga Canyon Blvd por La Tuna Canyon Blvd are safe streets, They
are a menace to those who have to drive on them. Neither street is properly enginecred.
Adding more traffic to either one of these public safety hazard streets is completely

irresponsible and shows a callous disregard for the well-being of local residents.

2. Another reason to severely prune back this development is that the developer
is deliberately placing homes in a severe fire danger ares. I lived near Woodward and
Mc Groarty St in Sunland for thirty years. I have no idea how many times I have been
awakened up in the middle of the night by heﬁcoPters Tacing to dump water or chemicals
on yet another fire in the Verdugos. We always knew that if the prevailing winds
changed during a brush fire, we would have been goners. I always kept the animal
carriers close at hand, just in case.

Everyone who lives in La Tuna Canyon fears that a major brush fire may be
pusﬁed by a wind storm into the canyon. If that happened, it would be utter chaos.
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Evacuating the people would be simple compared to evacuating entire kennels and
stables. We have lots and lots of amimals in this canyon. Goats, pigs, horses, dogs, cats,
exotic birds, and a 4H project or two. If you can think of an animal, it is probably up
here. Every single one of those animals will have to be moved. They might be able to
stuff one goat in their car, but a pony, several dogs and cats, pigs, 20 goats and a flock of
exotic birds? That is what lives next to my house. H the animals can’t be moved to
safety, a lot of animal lovers are going to opt to stay with their animals to try to
protect them. They are going to be an absolute pain in the ass that the local fire
department is going to have to deal with. There will probably be several of these people,
mstead of the usual lone, non-cooperating resident per brush fire. It will be a terrific
challenge for the Fire Department to protect those people. I don’t think that the LA Fire
Dept needs any more homes or people to iry to protect, let alone a bousing
development in an isolated position up in the canyon surrounded by, HELLO! ), 360
degrees of brush all the way around it. Is the Fire Department going to be distracted by
trying to help people trapped in a subdivision that, (Hello, Again), has only one way to
get in and out of? So soon after the horrible deaths in San Diego County where people
were trapped because there was only one way out, and that way was on fire. Are we Just
going to forget those people, and excuse their deaths because they did not pick a safe
place to live? Do I want my eccentric, wonderful neighbor to burn to death along with
his animals because there are not enough firemen to go around? I don’t think so. If we
allow an isolated housing development to be put in with only one road in and out, we are
ENDANGERING people!

Please see insert 2A

I found a very interesting web site. www.lafire.com. The La Tuna Canyon fire of
1955 was quite a fire. It took days to get it out. The winds kept twisting and turning,
pushing the fire in different directions. Could that bappen again? Remember Fireman
Catlow who sacrificed himself so that others would be safe. Put aside the profit, and
keep people safe.

3. While we are on the subject of actually putting people in physical danger,
landslides and flooding is a continuous hazard in the Verdugo Mountains. Most folks
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. LAFIRE.GOM
Los Angeles Fire Department
Historical Archive

November 6-12, 1955
La Tuaa Capyon Fire

In Memory of
uto an Jam Catlow
of
Engine Company 39 :
Who died of burns fighting
This fire o November 12, 1955 '
And Posthumously Awarded the Medal of Valor.

The La Tuna Canyon Fire

By ROBERT T. DOVE
Mountain Patrol

As nearly as it can be determined, the La Tuna Canyon holocaust had a very ismocent and unspectacular
birth. Two eight year old boys, in their own back yard in the 9600 block of La Tuna Canyon, and, without
any malicious plans for the future, were preparing & noonday feast, A swong easterly wind carried enough
of their fire across a clearing to ignite the adjacent hillside brush. One of the boy's father responded with
department-like speed to their cry for help and valiantly attempted to extinguish the buming grass and
brogh with 2 garden hose. The wind quickly drove the fire through the tinder dry fuel and out of his reach.
The father immediately called the fire depantment and the rest of the account of the fire is a matter of radio
log history, The first-in Company reported a large, rapidly growing brush fire and immediately asked for
additional help. This indication that a major brush fire was burning out of control heralded in five

hetn-/iwww Jafire.com/famous_fires/551106_LaTunaCanyonFire/110655_LaTunaCanyonFire... 9/29/03
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think only of the really big mountains when they think about landslides and flooding. It
is true that the Verdugos do not produce the awesome and stupendous monster floods that
the Big Tujunga Wash can produce, but our mountains are going up and coming down

the same way that mountains all over the world are raised up and weathered. The
Verdugos have produced mud and debris flows year after year after year. When we
lived on Glenties Lane in Sunland (which is just below the proposed development, to the
north) we were flooded in every year because the dry streambeds came to life, making the
streets impossible to be driven on. | kept a pair of my father’s wading boots in the back of
my closet, just in case. Every year “just in case™ happened. We would wade out & down
Moy Lane to McGroarty St, west of Glenties Lane, to where there was a high spot that
usually stayed passable. Friends would pick us up so that we could get groceries. 11
were really clever, we would park on that section of McGroarty when we knew that a bad
storm was coming. All of the locals would park there. McGroarty Street to the east of
Glenties Lane was completely useless, as it turned into a quagmire with only a little bit of
rain.

I have included newspaper clippings, mostly of the Record-Ledger indicating that
there was reported local flooding in 1976, 1977, 1978, 1980, 1984 during the period of
time that I lived in Sunland, just below the proposed project site. There has not been any
recent flooding that I an aware of. The climate, indeed, seems to be changing. Nobody
knows if the weather will continue on changing, or whether past weather patterns will be
reinstated.

Please see inserts 3 A-N

February 10, 1978 was really a day to be remembered. All hell broke loose.
Unless you were there to see it with your own eyes, you could not possibly imagine the
brutality and enormity of the floods and mud flows. It rained violently all night long.
Thunder and lightening as I have never heard before, or since. That morning I awoke to
the sound of chain saws. Someone yelled, “You should see the house across the street.
They lost their whole front yard!” And we had. A lot of it was in our driveway. I tried
to stand on the huge mound of periwinkle and mud. 1 quickly sank up to my knees, and
had to be pulled out. Liquefaction. I never did get one of my shoes back. Then we had
to round up kind-hearted friends to help us dig out. You have to that yourself, you know.
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THE RECORDLEDGER, '

Thureday, February 21, 1980

BY NELL DAVID

 Only eight weeks ago the -

area was in pnother serious
winter drought, bul the
relentless eain for the past-
week has brought the
seasonal totol well shesd of
the normal for the entire
year. Between Wednesday,
Feb. 13, and Iete this past

- Tuesday -an incredible

more Lhan 17 inches of rain

- fell in Tujunga making it

{ ........3a.3.m
¥ 85 possi-
1 smoking.

tog late for

w pleasure

T

.._=.

a,%ss ad-

g-enymore; -

gt the end,
the said, 'l
w.1rying to

about the wettest Februery
on record. Normally during
this menth the entire totzl
i just under five inches.
Wilth over hall of this
total falling afone during

- the past week, the seasonal

Lotat rainfall stnce last July

§ was just sver . inches &5

of Ia'e Tuesday. The
average total for this time
of year |s aboul 15'z Inches

and for an entire yeor ap- ..

proximately 23 Inches. A
few years go lhe drought
made waler conservation &

" necessity but this season ks

__o.m..p burned the third conseculive wet

year. - -
The torrential rains are

. slmost . epprosching . the

irette fram:

cancer. Tha

ith yourse!,

te ta chanpe
jrdt the mid-
that far with

"P.EMN.

amount and inteasily of the
floods two years 2go in the
momhs of Pebruary and
March. On Salyrdey |l
rained over six inches from
early morning. Lill about
tale evening with no break
making Ul the wettest day
since March 4, 1976 when

6.22 inches fell. This wan s

very wel Jan-Feb., bul in
1069 the amaunts wers even
greater with 20,83 inches of
rain dering January alene
and _m wu inches  during

Cleinmienw  tack

Wettest _uocEmJ\
On Record

warm- Imonth &s Ee%_.u

will recall hew the high
temperalures made the
Christmas season seem far

AWAY.

ameunts during these

slorms ane niotices thal the
raipfall ameunts in Tu-
junga are higher because-

of orographic dilling of alr

masses (dhe effects of the
mounlains? than the
amounls recelved in-

downtown Lns Angeles and
the coastal plain. - Asp,

within the Kecord Ledger-
“area the amounts of rain’
vary significanily fron the

iast in the Sun Valley area
(althaugh still more than
Los Angeles) increasing tn
Sunland and Fujuigs with

. 8 maximum amount in the-
“northern portion of ia

Crescenla,

The series of storms have
“been  caused by
melearalngleal factors in
for distail -areas from’
There. Up in the Gulf of

Alaska there is normslly s
trough of low pressure dur-
ing Lhe winter months. Dur.
Ing this slorrn series thai
area invtead has been hav.
Ing & ridge of high
pressure. Annther area of
high pressure in the
Fastern Pacifle normally
deflects Lhe storms away
from here but Lhis has been
further south than usoad,

Ax b resull the atorm

setles in the Paclfic under-
etl the Guf of Alusks ridge
and are for the most pari’
aimed - sireight  for

Southern ang Central
Califarnia fram 8 weaterly

In comparing the rainfall

the mountains and less
rainfail here end last for
shorter periods.

_ Fhis whier has nol only

been very wel bul all three

of winter months have boen
warmer than necmal n
temperaiures especially in
corttrast lo the conl winler

last yesr. December, of

COurse, - was - quile warm

with much above-nurmal
- mexkma-ninima due te the
.Santa Ana coendilbons.

Jatwnry nd Februdry so

far were alse warmer than
-normsal bt e n dilferent

way. The abive-normal
{emperatures way nat

have secrned obvivas dup -

la the cloudy, rainy
weather but the mitnimums

“averaged higher {han

season and Blsa thev . were
quite warm periods bed-
ween storms. .

All of this winler jt has

“ falled Qo get down to froez-

ing in Tujungn andin & nor-
mal winter it ls expectod o
get as low as 11 or 28

-degrees at least briefly on
. one night. Alzo, this year

there has been a0 far m
- measurable sow on Mt

Wilson and Lhe aki rerort

- @reas have often hod rain.

Some days whh ealn in Tu-

Junga have reached jus!

sbave 60 degrees making il
rather unusual o have
rach high temperalures
with storms in the middle

" of Lhe wintet,

The prediciton for the
period thraugh 1his
weekend calis for snme
more rain bul with partly
cloudy intervals: and the
rain {n not expecied o be as
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