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RECEIVED
February 22, 2001 CITY OF LOS ANGELES

Lateef Sholebo, Project Coordinator FEBZSZUU'
ateef Sholebo, Pro oordin

Environmental Review Section ENVIRONMENTAL
Los Angeles Clty Planning Department UNIT

221 N. Figueroa, Room 1540

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Fax: (213) 580.5542

RE: Draft EIR 2000-3577, Los Angeles Sports and Entertainment District

Cear Mr. Shoiebo:

Our main concem is tha neighborhood's pubilc safety and wel| being, with specific
regard, to Insure a safaty standard that will enhance a livable community and not detract from
. In October, 1999 we began an open line of communication with ths Staple’s Center, specific
to their Responsible Alcohol Beverage Policy, and will continue to Keep that diglog open. We
anticipate an increasa in the sale of alcoholic beverages In the new compiex, which will demand
further monitoring, to insure the public satety of our predominately pedestrian communiy .

Businesses large and small, are affected by the increase in treffic. A personal exampie,
of a common oceurrence in my building, located at Grand and Venico s anytime an early event

Additicnally, we are writing to support the comments of (FCCEJ) with fegard to the
draft EIR for the proposed Sports and Entertainment District. We are mast concermed aboyt how
the proposed project will affect community residants in the area, who are predominantiy low-
Income people of color. As stated previously, wa beiieve the pecple living in the neighborhaods
surrounding the existing Stapies Center &iready suffer negative Impacts from current operations,
inciuding the ongoing sfimination of atfordable housing: dramatically increased traffic and
associated air and noige poliution; a marked rise in crime and vandalism: ang dacreased
pedestrian and public safety. Whife the rest of the region benefits from the Staples Cenier

Cperations, the residents whg live and work clasest to Staples bear the heaviest environmentaj
and economic burdens.



Howaver, with the proposed 3.75 miliian square faot project expansion, we believe these
residents and businasses wilt be sven more negatively impacted by both the proposed 7-year
construction plan and ongoing operations of the project. We are most concerned about the fallyre
of the draft EIR to adequately address the Imminent pentrification of the sumounding communtity,
Including physical deterierstion of buildings due to neglect and the loss of sffordable housing in
the area; the compiete lack of an environmanta energy analysis in the drat EIR: the Identified
negative air and noise quality impacts of the consiruction and operations; and the possible
viclation of water quality reguiations.

Specifically, we request the following:

1} The City property and thoroughly address the significant anviranmental impacts identified in
the draft EIR through mitigation measures that aro community developad and community
based;

2) Tha City review and implement the requests for additionat analysis and mitigation measures
developed by Figueroa Comidor Coalition for Ecanomic Justice in thelr comments to the draft
EIR;

3) The CHy request that a full energy anslysis be completed in the final EIR, inciuding
appropriate mitigation and conservation Mmeasures as required by CEQA:

4) The City provide all of the finaf EIR materials translated inlo

Spanish so that community residents

can take can active part in this important decislon-making process. To

refuse to translate the materials

would be a violation of civil rights law, and bag public policy; and

S} The Clty request that the Developer Incorporate into the Project propasal community benefits
such as affordable housing, quality jobs and communRy services that will heip mitigate
negatlve Project impacts. These benefits are outlined in the FCCEJ's comments to the DEIR.

Cn behalf of our community | respectfully ask for your supporn in our requests.
Sincerely,

aavedpd, Program Director
Fémily Suppon Services Program

Cc Figueroa Carridor Coaltion for Economic Justice (FCCEJ)



