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Septermber 6, 2000

Playa Capital LL.C
12555 W. Jefferson Blvd., Suite 300
Los Angeles, California 90066

Aftention: Mr. David He]son

Subject: Response to City of Los Angeles Review Comments
Subsidence Evaluation Review '
Playa Vista Development, California
City of Los Angeles Log No. 31309
GDC Project No, L-232

Dear Mr. NMelson:

Group Delta Consultants submitted a letter report to you dated July 12, 2000,
which provided our assessment of historical subsidence in the Playa Vista area. On
July 20, 2000, the City of Los Angeles Departrnent of Building and Safety (the
"Departrent”) provided comiments and requested clarifications on our subsidence -
report.- A copy of the Department's letter is presented in Appendix A, This letter
provides our response to the Department's comments.

Additional Data on Subsidence

As requested in Item 1 of the Department's letter, Psomas and Assaciates
performed additional survey of bench marks based on a Bench Mark outside of the
influence of the project area. The additional survey was referenced to a Bench
Mark located outside the area of potential subsidence at the intersection of
Sepulveda Blvd. and Berryman Avenue located east of 405 freeway (BM 17-0565,
Figure 1). The results of the additional survey are shown in Table 1 and the
locations of the bench marks are shown in Figure 1.

Based on the new data referenced to a Bench Mark outside the area of potential
subsidence, we have replotted the settlement of the six points in the project area
shown in our original subsidence report: Bench Marks C, H, I, J, PSO-1, and
PSO-2 In Figures 3 through 8. These bench mark locations are shown in Figure 2.

The data indicate that for the six bench marks in the project area, the settlement
(subsidence) during the 15 year period from 1985 to 2000, ranges between 0.72
inch and 1.4 inches with an average of 1.02 inches. The corresponding average
settlernent since 1974, a 26 year period, has heen 1.67 inches. (See Table 1 and
Figures 3 - 8))
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Further, as requested in Items 2 and 3 of the Department's letter, Table 1 also
provides all other available survey data in the project area. Qur evaluation of the
additional eight points located further east along Jefferson Boulevard, near the
project area, indicate that the settlement (subsidence) during the 15-year period
from 1985 to 2000 ranges between 0.2 inch and 1.2 inches with an average of
(.72 inch.

Aside from the Bench Mark used for the survey reference (BM 17-0565), there is
one additional bench mark east of the freeway (BM 17-05670). We note that this
9 point has the maximum settiement (2.06 inches) of all the data points.

Conclusions

The additional survey data referenced to B.M. 17-05650, outside the area of
potential subsidence, indicates that the project area has minor settlemnent (about 1
inch during the past 15 years and 1.67 inches during the past 26 years). This
minor settlement is general settlernent over a distance of several miles and has had
no adverse effect on individual structures. The additional survey does not change
our prior conclusions that based on the minor changes in elevation (subsidence o
heave) that might be occurring, the current recommendations for foundation
systems and structural systems are appropriate. We do not recommend any
changes to these recommendations.

The following Table, Figures, and Appendix are attached and complete this
response to comments.

Table 1 Bench Mark Survey Data

Figure 1 Bench Mark Location Plan

Figure 2 Location of City of Los Angeles Bench Marks

Figure 3 Settlement Data Between 1970 and 2000, Location C
Figure 4 Settlement Data Between 1970 and 2000, Location H
Figure 5 Settlement Data Between 1970 and 2000, Location |
Figure 6 Settlement Data Between 1970 and 2000, Location .
Figure 7 Settlement Data Between 1970 and 2000, Location Pso-1
Figure 8 Settlement Data Between 1970 and 2000, Location Pso-2

Appendix: A City of Los Angeles Review Comments Letter dated, July 20, 2000,
Log No. 31309.
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If you have any questions pertaining to this response, please do not hesitate to
contact Group Delta Consultants, Inc. at (310) 320-5100.

Yours truly,

GROUP DELTA CONSULTANTS, INC.

ol

Kul Bhushan, Ph. D., G.E.
President
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APPENDIX A

CITY OF LOS ANGELES COMMENTS
DATED JULY 20, 2000
LOG NO. 31309



BOARD DF
RUILDING AND SAFETY
COMMISSIONERS

MAREL CHANG
MSIDENT -

JOYGE 4 SRRTER

CORINA R. ALARCON
RODNEY L, DIAMOND
CHESTER A, WIDOM

CITY OF LOS ANGELES

CALIFOCRNIA

RICHARD 1, RIORDAN

DEFARTIIENT OF

BUILDING AND SAFETY
201 MORTH FIGUERDA STREET

LOE ANGIRES. (A w012

—

ANDREW A. ADELMAN

GENERAL MANAGER

WALT KRUKOW
EXESUTIVE OPFICER

MAYOR

July 20, 2000
Log # 31309
SOILS/GEQLOGY FILE - 2

Playa Capital Corp.
12555 W. Jefferson Bl,
Los Angefes, CA 90066

TRACT:  49104-01, 49104-02, 49104-03, 49104-05 and 49104-06
- LOCATION: 13250 W. Jefferson BI.

CURRENT REFERENCE REPORT DATE(S) OF

R NO. DOCUMENT PREPARLD BY
Geology/Soil Report — 07/12/00 Group Delta
Response to 06/09/00 — 07/11/00 Playa Capital
Response to 05/19/00 — 07/11/00 o
Response to 12/15/99 -— 07/11/00
PREVIOUS REFERENCE REPORT DATE(S) OF

R TTER(S NO, DOCUMENT PREPARED BY
Department letter - ' 06/09/00 Bldg&Safery
b - 05/19/00 T
T _ 29469 12/15/99 : b

We are in receipt of your three letiers dated dated July 11, 2000 and the Group Delta report dated
July 12, 2000. The Group Delta rcport and your letters written in response to previous
Department letters of December 15, 1999, May 19, 2000 and June 9, 2000 concerning the Playa
Vista development have been reviewed by the Grading Section of the Department of Building and
Safety. The Piaya Capital response letters provide the status for compliance with the conditions
of the Department lctters. The repart by Group Delta concerns the results of their mvestigation
ioto determining whether there is any on-going subsidence at the Playa Vista site.

The Departiucnt letter dated 06/09/00 ontlined the conditions for building construction on a
portion of the Playa Vista site, based upon the recommendations and findings of the report by
Exploration Technologies report dated 04/17//00. Playa Capital indicates that they are either in
compliance or are awaiting the results of on-going studies.

The Department letter dated 05/19/00 requested additional information o four topics of concern.
The referenced report by Group Delta addresses the issue of subsidence. Based upon the data
provided in the report, the last survey conducted by Public Works was in 1985. Psomas and
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13250 W. Jefferson Bi.

Associates performed a survey of the Bench Marks within the site in June of 2000. “The
conclusion in the report is that between the years of 1980 and 2000 the surveyad Bench Magks
Rave increased only slightly in elevation, However, it appears that the elevations of v MHereh
Marks are all caleulated refative to Bench Mark 17-02492, which is located on the woyiheast
corner of Lincoln and Jefferson, and that the survey was made under the assumption that this
Bench Mark has had no elevation changes since 1985. It should be noted that this Bench Mark
is also within the area thar has had recorded subsidence. Therefore, it is not clear (o the
Department how Group Delta concluded that go Slgnificant elevation clranges occurred betweey
1985 and the present. Items 1, 2 and 3, below are becessary to clarify the analysis of subsidence.

and the Fountain Park Apartments. According to Playa Capital, they are either in compliance or
in the process of resolving cerain issues. However, it appears that the status of condition Nos.,
8 and 9 need some clarification,

1. The relative elevation changes of the Bench Marks between 1985 and 2000 should be
influence of subsidence.
2. Provide the survey data for ali of the Bench Marks back to 1953, if avajlable.

3. Provide all survey dara for Lincoln BI., Jefferson Bl. ana Teale St. that js adjacent ¢o the
projeet site.

4. Provide the report required by condition No. 9 of the Department leter dated 12/15/99
thar addresses the design of the elevator pits and the methane mitigation with regard i the
groundwater conditions,

DAVID HSU
Chief of Grading Section

s. Provide all of the testing, informatioq and analyses requested in the referenced Department
letters as soon as possible.

@M M N -r L :
DANA PREVOST T. TKOWSKI ’
Exnginsering Geologist I Geo ca] Engineer I ‘.
DP/AS:dp/as

31309
(213) 977-6329

cc: Group Delta
WLA District Office
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