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May 24, 2018

Stephanie Eyestone-Jones

Eyestone Environmental

2121 Rosecrans Avenue, Suite 3355
El Segundo, California 90245

Subject:  Archaeological Resources Recommendations for the 713 East 5 Street Project, Los
Angeles, California

Dear Ms. Eyestone-Jones:

This letter provides a summary of archaeological resources management recommendations for the 713
East 5" Street Project (Project), located at 713—-717% E. 5th Street, mid-block on the north side of 5th
Street in Los Angeles, California (Attachment A: Figure 1). The City of Los Angeles is the lead agency
responsible for compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The Project includes
51 residential units, which would consist of 50 Restricted Affordable Efficiency Dwelling units and one
manager’s unit, residential supporting service uses, and one surface parking space. The proposed uses
would be located within an eight-story building compromised of 33,007 square feet. The project falls on
public land survey system (PLSS) area Township 1 South, Range 13 West, within an unsectioned portion
of the Los Angeles, CA 7.5-minute USGS Quadrangle (Attachment A: Figure 2).

REVIEW OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL INFORMATION

A South Central Coastal Information Center (SCCIC) records search was performed by Dudek at the
SCCIC on July 26, 2017 for a nearby project site. This previous search encompassed an area extending
1,000-feet beyond the present project site, and has been summarized here as including the proposed
development site and a surrounding 1,000-foot buffer to simplify description. In fact, this search also
extended a full 1,640 feet to the southeast. SCCIC records indicate that a total of 27 previously recorded
cultural resources fall within 1,000 feet, none of which are within the project site. Of these, 25 are historic-
era buildings or structures with construction dates falling most commonly between the years 1900-1940.
Two historic-era sites or features (P-19-002610 and P-19-004460), are located within a 1,000 feet of the
project site. These sites include remnants of a cobblestone paved road dating to before 1907 (P-19-002610)
and a series of refuse scatters recovered from a city block with temporally diagnostic material dating from
the mid to late nineteenth century through 1923 (P-19-000460). None of these will be impacted by the
proposed project.
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Review of technical reports for the broader Downtown area suggests that one additional unconfirmed
historical archaeological resource may also be present in the vicinity. A series of maps prepared by
Cogstone Environmental (Gust 2017; derived from Gumprecht 2001) for the Downtown Los Angeles area
depicts an unconfirmed section of a historical-era water conveyance system running in a southerly route
approximately 0.05 miles (264 feet) east of the project site (see LA-13239 report maps provided in
Attachment B). The water conveyance system consisted of interconnected ditches known as “zanjas” and
was established in 1781 at the same time that EI Pueblo de la Reyna de Los Angeles (The Pueblo de Los
Angeles) was founded. The first segment of the system was known as the Zanja Madre, and ran from a
point on the Los Angeles River north of the city, south near present-day Main Street terminating near the
Plaza, present-day Union Station (Gumprecht 2001: 58). Though researchers and the public often use the
term Zanja Madre to refer to the larger water conveyance network, it more accurately describes just that
initial component established during the Spanish Period. The segments that were added on later were
numbered and grouped based on what part of the city they reached and where on the river they drew water.
The size of Los Angeles did not necessitate an expansive system for the first half of the nineteenth century,
and in 1849, there were only three additional segments. As the city rapidly grew, water become a growing
concern, particularly because much of the land was agricultural land and irrigation was crucial to farmers
success. As a result, several new zanja segments were constructed post-1855 (Gumprecht 2001 58-61).

By the late nineteenth century there was a total of 19 zanja segments, most of which had been lined with
concrete or cement piping, which was more efficient and safer than the open ditches (Gumprecht 2001.:
72, 88). The only zanja that was lined with brick was the Zanja Madre (Hall 1888: 544-546). The Zanja
system largely faded into disuse by the early twentieth century as the system began to face increased
criticism for its inefficiency and imprecision (Gumprecth 2001: 89).

The accuracy of the Cogstone Environmental study maps appear limited by the age and generalized nature
of the records describing the routes of the water conveyance features, the absence of physical evidence
confirming a specific route of Zanja Madre in the vicinity of the project site, and the degree of urbanization
that has occurred in the past 100 years. Results of the SCCIC records search indicated that 19 previous
cultural resource studies have been conducted within 0.5-mile of the project site between 1992 and 2016.
None of these have resulted in the recordation of any section of the Zanja Madre within this search area.
Based on review of archaeological records completed for other projects in the surrounding region, the
nearest confirmed segment of the Zanja system appears to be a segment reported 1.3-mile to the northeast
on E. Temple Street, between Alameda Street and N. Garey Street (Attachment C; Humphries and
Ehringer 2008).

Dudek consulted historic aerials, accessed through UC Santa Barbara’s Map and Imagery Laboratory,
Sanborn Maps, accessed through the Los Angeles Public Library, and Historic maps accessed through the
Los Angeles Public Library, the Huntington Map Library, and the David Rumsey Map Collection, to
understand the development of the project site. Three historic maps showing the City of Los Angeles in
1884, 1887, and 1921 were available (Baist 1921; Easton 1887, and Stevenson 1884). Sanborn maps were
available for the years 1894, 1906, 1950, and 1955 (Sanborn Map Company 1894, 1906, 1950, and 1955).
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Finally, historic aerials were available from 1928 to present (Aerial Map Industries 1981; Fairchild Aerial
Surveys 1928, 1947, and 1956; Google Earth 1994 and 2017; Teledyne Geotronics 1971). All figures
consulted are available in Attachment A: Figures 3 through 16.

The 1884 map, prepared by a United States Surveyor shows that at this time the project site had not yet
been subdivided and was located near the border of land owned by J.W. Wolfskill and F.W. Shepard. An
offshoot of the Zanja Madre is shown going through the center of Wolfskill’s property to the east of the
project site. This offshoot was called Zanja No. 3 (referred herein as such). The 1887 map, depicting the
proposed sewers of Los Angeles, shows the project site within a still un-subdivided area between Alameda
Street and San Pedro Street. This map fails to indicate Zanja No. 3, though it does show two zanja
segments, both labeled Zanja No. 2 to the east and west of the project site. It is possible that the redundant
naming is a result of a mistake on the part Eaton. Judging by sources consulted the eastern Zanja No. 2
shown on Eaton’s map corresponds to the reported route of this segment (Gumprecht 2001: 72). The
western Zanja No. 2 shown on Eaton’s map appears to correspond more closely with Zanja No.4, and was
likely mislabeled on this map. Zanja No. 3 should be located between these two zanjas, and its absence is
also likely a mistake on part of Eaton.

The earliest Sanborn Map covering the project site and vicinity shows that development at this time
consisted only of a few small domestic residences in the general area. The actual project site was
undeveloped at this time. Zanja No. 3 is depicted running from the corner of 5" Street and Gladys Avenue
to the corner of 4™ Street and Ruth Avenue (later changed to Stanford Avenue), generally east of the
project site. The Zanja segment then continues to run north towards 3™ Street and south towards 6™ Street.
The Zanja segment is not shown crossing any part of the project site on this map. The Zanja Madre is not
mapped on the 1906 map, or any other later maps showing the project area. However, these maps do show
a steady increase in development within the project site and vicinity, which transitioned from primarily
single family homes in the early twentieth century to a dense mixture of single family and multi-family
residences with interspersed commercial development by the mid twentieth century.

Historic aerials consulted dating from 1928 onwards indicate that from the mid twentieth century until
present day the project site itself did not undergo extensive changes. Based on review of building permits
and parcel data the extant building within the project site was built in 1924 and underwent extensive
alterations between that point and 1960. After 1960, it appears to have only undergone superficial
alterations and improvements. The building was initially a hotel and is currently being used as an
apartment complex. In 1947 the parcels surrounding the project site were entirely developed. The center
of the block was devoted mainly to residential development, while the northern and southern edges were
occupied by commercial development. The most extensive changes to the block where the project site is
located occurred between 1952 and 1964, when the residential development in the center of the block was
demolished and replaced with several rectangular commercial structures and parking lots. The next major
change to the occurred between 1972 and 1980 when the building directly west of the project site was
demolished and replaced with the extant commercial structure. After this point there were few extensive
changes to the block.
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The block to the east of the project site, where the Zanja No. 3 was mapped, was developed mainly for
commercial use. The Sanborn from 1955, which corresponds to the historic aerials from that time period,
indicate that there was a large meat market and a fish market along the eastern boundary of this block and
some residences along the western boundary. Between 1971 and 1981, historic aerials indicate that the
meat market was demolished and replaced with parking lot. Today the center of that block is still
undeveloped and the remaining development consists of commercial development within the southern
half of the block and at the northern tip. There is no evidence of Zanja No. 3 running through this block
on any of the historic aerials consulted.

Dudek also reviewed information detailing the original Zanja Madre network and subsequently
constructed segments, including William Hall’s 1888 study of irrigation in Southern California (Hall
1888), and Blake Gumprecht’s work on the History of the Los Angeles River (Gumprecht 2001). Through
this review, it has been determined that Zanja No 3 ran from the end of the Zanja Madre, at 1% Street, to
the City boundary, at that point just north of Jefferson Boulevard. Between 1% Street and 7™ Street, where
it would have passed near the project site, this feature is described as being an open ditch (Gumprecht
2001: 77; Hall 1888: 543-551). No documentation indicates that this ditch was enclosed with pipe and, as
IS consistent with many of the zanjas within the city, it was likely abandoned in the late nineteenth or early
twentieth century then destroyed by subsequent development (Gumprecht 2001: 88-89). Zanja No. 3,
which ran through a block that was heavily developed by the early twentieth century, was likely one of
the first to be abandoned. Additionally, the fact that in 1888 it remained unlined with brick or pipe suggests
that this ditch was never lined. Based on this information, it is highly unlikely that any physical remnants
of Zanja No. 3 would continue to exist today.

MANAGEMENT RECOMENDATIONS

The proposed project does not include underground parking or basement levels and therefore the depth of
excavation outside of previously undisturbed soils will be limited; however, there is always a possibility
that subsurface archeological artifacts, deposits or features that that were not identified during past
construction adjacent to or within the project site could be encountered. As noted above, an offshoot of
the Zanja Madre has been mapped as running directly east of the project site, however, further research
has shown that this branch was likely never lined and was abandoned in the 1890s or 1900s. Based on
reviewed information, the proposed project will have no impact to this or other archaeological resources.
As such, no resource-specific mitigation would be appropriate.

Segments of the Zanja Madre that are encountered today consist of relatively large brick and/or concrete
pipe or curved features that are readily identifiable when encountered in subsurface contexts (see
Attachment 3 for examples). In the event any archaeological material or features are unexpectedly
encountered during construction, work in the area would cease and all construction personnel would be
required to comply with the regulatory standards set forth in Section 21083.2 of the PRC and Section
15064.5(c) of the CEQA Guidelines. As compliance with the regulatory standards in Section 21083.2 and
Section 15064.5(c) would ensure the appropriate treatment of any potential unique archaeological
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resources unexpectedly encountered during grading and excavation activities, the Project's impact on
archaeological resources would be less than significant, and no mitigation measures are required.

Should you have any questions relating to this report and its findings please do not hesitate to contact me
directly.

Respectfully Submitted,

Ll Gt

7

Adam Giacinto, M.A., RPA
Archaeologist
DUDEK

Office: 530.863.4653
Email: agiacinto@dudek.com

Cc: Erica Nicolay, Elizabeth Dennison, Micah Hale, Dudek

Att:  A: Maps and Figures
B: Report LA-13239
C: Site Record CA-LAN-4113/P-19-004113
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Maps and Figures
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Figure 3. Project Site (approximate location) shown on H.J. Stevenson’s 1884 survey map of Los Angeles (Stevenson
1884).



Figure 4. Project Site (approximate location) shown on Eaton’s 1887 map of the proposed sewer system in Los
Angeles (Eaton 1887).



Figure 5. 1894 Sanborn Map showing roject Site and vicinity (Sanborn Map Company 1894)




Figure 6. 1906 Sanborn Map showing Project Site and vicinity (Sanborn Map Company 1906)
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Figure 7. 1950 Sanborn Map showing Project Site and vicinity (Sanborn Map Company 1950)




Figure 8. 1955 Sanborn Map showing Project Site and vicinity (Sanborn Map Company 1955)




Figure 9. 1921 Baist map showing Project Site and vicinity (Baist 1921)




Figure 10. 1928 aerial depicting the block where Project Site is located, which is outlined in red. (Fairchild Aerial Surveys 1928)



Figure 11. 1947 aerial depicting the block where Project Site is located, which is outlined in red. (Fairchile Aerial Surveys 1947)
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Figure 12. 1956 aerial depicting the block where Project Site is located, which is outlined in red. (Fairchild Aerial Surveys 1956)



Figure 13. 1971 aerial depicting the block where Project Site is located, which is outlined in red. (Teledyne Geotronics 1971)



Figure 14. 1981 aerial depicting the block where Project Site is located, which is outlined in red. (Aerial Map Industries 1981)



Figure 15. 1994 aerial depicting the block where Project Site is located, which is outlined in red.Courtesy of Google Earth.



Figure 16. 2017 aerial depicting the block where Project Site is located, which is outlined in red.Courtesy of Google Earth.
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LA-13239

Extent of Zanja Madre
By: Cogstone

2017

This report number corresponds to the shapefile supplied by Sherri Gust of Cogstone. It represents their
research into the entire linear boundary of the Zanja Madre. So far, only portions of the Zanja have been
physically surveyed, excavated, and recorded. These are cross referenced with this file.
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