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design programmable 
public space to build 

community

support the 
development of 

catalytic major public 
realm improvements

encourage the 
development of 

nontraditional open 
spaces

create a network of 
green pedestrian alleys

require high quality 
streets for new 

development

find opportunities within 
a public benefits system 
for the development of 
new publicly accessible 

open space 

treat the streets as 
downtown’s living room

support the creation of 
sustainable public realm 

improvements

A range of high quality public spaces support the 
growing population of workers, residents, and visitors 
Downtown. An improved public realm contributes to 
a livable, healthy, and sustainable community. Open 
Space is accessible to all and benefits all Downtown 
communities and is defined broadly and creatively. 
Streets, parklettes, plazas, and alleys provide high 
quality and usable public spaces. Much of Downtown’s 
public life takes place on the streets, and community is 
built in the public realm.

82% of Central City and 57% 
of Central City North residents 
are within a 1/2 mile walking 
distance of a park.

PARK LEVEL OF SERVICE

0.4 acre per person in Central City

1.3 acres per person in Central City North

Pershing Square Renew is a collaborative partnership 
between public, private, and local community leaders with 
the sole mission of ensuring that our new Pershing Square 
not only keeps pace with Downtown’s ongoing revitalization, 
but also represents Los Angeles on the map of inspiring 
public spaces around the country. Pershing Square is an 
authentic reflection of Downtown LA’s thriving renaissance 
by creating a public space for those who live in, work in, visit, 
and love DTLA.

The Los Angeles River Revitalization Corporation, is a 
nonprofit whose mission is to ensure the 51-mile Los Angeles 
River integrates design and infrastructure to bring people, 
water and nature together. A key initiative is Greenway 2020, 
a collaboration of many stakeholders to create a continuous 
51-mile active transportation and recreational corridor to 
drive significant social and economic benefits for the region 
as a whole.

There  are at least  
714,000 linear feet of 
streets Downtown. 

There is insufficient green open space for everyone.

07b. Green open space for all
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There is not nearly enough green open space 
in Downtown for its 200,000+ workers and 
53,000+ residents (and their dogs). As 
illustrated in the diagram to the right, the 
minimal green open space that does exists is 
disproportionately distributed, with Bunker Hill, 
Civic Center, and the Historic Core being the 
primary beneficiaries. 

Most of the industrial southern and eastern 
portions of Downtown have no access to green 
open space. Introducing green open space is not 
necessarily discouraged in industrial uses, but it 
is certainly first prioritized for residential areas.

While it may appear that at a geographic level 
the Historic Core has comparatively good access 
to parks, in reality, from a per capita standpoint, 
it is under-served. According to Census data, 
the Historic Core is home to almost 10,000 
residents. 
Using Spring Street Park as the center of gravity 
of the Historic Core, there are only a handful 
of green open spaces within a 5-minute walk, 
equating to 0.8 acres of green open spaces to 
1,000 residents. As a reference, the American 
Planning Association (APA) recommends 5 
acres to 1,000 residents. Far worse, Downtown 
as a whole only provides 0.6 acres per 1,000 
residents. Clearly, current amenities fall short in 
serving this many residents’ needs.
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EXISTING OPEN SPACE &  PUBLIC REALM OPPORTUNITIES

RELATED INITIATIVES: Pershing Square Renew RELATED INITIATIVES: LA River Revitalization Corp.
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07a. Opportunities to expand the public realm
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Downtown’s compact street and block framework 
is conducive to a walkable neighborhood. In the 
Historic Core, a typical Downtown block, bounded 
by major east and west streets, measures a 
roughly 330 by 600 feet. As one moves eastward, 
major streets become less frequent, creating 
larger, less walkable blocks with few, if any, 
pedestrian destinations. 

Despite its disparately loose grid, the eastern half 
of Downtown has an extensive network of alleys 
and dead-end streets.  

For example, because of places like Santee 
Alley and its adjoining streets or the San Pedro 
wholesale area, the Fashion District boasts an 
abundance of uninterrupted ground level activity - 
both on streets and in alleys.

Along otherwise seemingly nondescript alleys 
or dead-end streets, there lies an opportunity 
to expand the public realm by allowing the 
pedestrian to come first. These spaces could be 
opportunities for shared streets, farmer ’s markets, 
food trucks, or alternate pedestrian paths.

Most alleys will continue to primarily be vehicle 
and service oriented.  However, they too help 
improve the pedestrian environments on streets by 
reducing curb cuts and truck traffic and loading/
unloading.

Existing alleys and dead-end streets (Source: Google Maps, Los Angeles City Planning)

alleys
dead-end streets

Recognize alleys and dead-end streets as pedestrian-first opportunities.

DLANC boundar y
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A Vision for DowntownSTREETS & OPEN SPACE

Icon Source: The Noun Project -  Great Streets 
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Draft Policy ConceptsSTREETS & OPEN SPACE
PRIMARY STREETS

SHOPFRONT

ACTIVE ALLEY

Frontage standards regulate how 
buildings meet the street through 
transparency, entrance, and ground 
story height requirements. New form 
districts, part of the re:code effort, have a 
set of corresponding allowed frontages, 
although specific frontages are required 
in strategic locations. There are eight 
frontages in the Downtown Zoning Code. 
These frontages enhance and reinforce 
walkability and neighborhood character 
throughout Downtown’s districts.  
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Downtown’s key corridors connect people to 
important destinations and link districts. These 
corridors, designated as Primary streets, have 
enhanced form standards to provide a high quality 
pedestrian experience. Primary streets serve 
as neighborhood focal points and help define 
neighborhood character. 

Zoning standards along these designated streets 
would require higher levels of transparency, active 
ground floor uses, and ensure that structures would 
be built out to the property line to create a safe and 
inviting pedestrian environment. 
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TRANSPARENCY REQUIREMENTS

A. Ground story transparency, minimum      
    requirement
B. Upper story transparency, minimum   
    requirement
C. Blank wall area, maximum allowed

STORY HEIGHT REQUIREMENTS

D. Ground story, floor to floor minimum
E. Upper story, floor to floor minimum
F. Ground Floor elevation, minimum and 
maximum

PEDESTRIAN ACCESS REQUIREMENTS

G. Street-facing entrance, if needed
H. Entrance spacing, maximum 
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