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This Streetscape Plan provides a blueprint for streetscape improvements in the 
public rights-of-way on key street segments in the West Los Angeles Transportation 
Improvement and Mitigation Specific Plan (WLA TIMP) and Coastal Transportation 
Corridor (CTCSP) Specific Plan areas with the goal of creating pedestrian friendly 
environments and enhancing the identity of the neighborhood in which each 
segment is located.  

Per this Streetscape Plan, streetscape improvements may be constructed and/or 
maintained through a variety of means, such as:

By Certified Neighborhood Councils, Business Improvement Districts or other 
community groups

By private property owners, developers and business owners, in conjunction 
with development projects or as voluntary improvements

By the City in conjunction with street improvement projects

Figure 1 shows the street segments to which this Streetscape Plan currently applies:

Pico Green Pico Blvd from Centinela Avenue to the I-405 Freeway

Pico Patricia Pico Blvd from the 405 Freeway to Patricia Ave

Motor ave from the I-10 Freeway to Venice Blvd

centinela ave from Washington Blvd to Jefferson Blvd

venice Blvd from Lincoln Blvd to Inglewood Boulevard

These streets segments are designated in the City of Los Angeles Mobility Plan 
2035’s Enhanced Networks and the City’s Vision Zero’s High Injury Network: 

Segment

MOBILITy PLAN 2035’s Enhanced Network VISION ZErO 

Transit (TEN) Bicycle (BEN) Neighborhood (NEN) High Injury Network

Pico Green X X

Pico Patricia X X

Motor Ave X

Centinela Ave X X X

Venice Blvd X X X

1.0 introduction

FiGure 1  streetscape plan segments 
This Streetscape Plan provisions apply to the public rights-of-way of the street 
segments shown in this map.

Sources: Esri, HERE, DeLorme, Intermap, increment P Corp., GEBCO, USGS, FAO, NPS, NRCAN, GeoBase,
IGN, Kadaster NL, Ordnance Survey, Esri Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), swisstopo, MapmyIndia, ©
OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User Community, Esri, HERE, DeLorme, MapmyIndia, ©
OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS user community

Exhibit 1. Location Map
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LIVABLE BOULEVARDS STREETSCAPE PLAN

The Streetscape Plan does not supersede established standards by other City 
departments. 

The information in this document regarding processes and procedures is for 
informational purposes only. Consult with the appropriate City agency for the 
most accurate and up-to-date information.
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reinforce neighborhood or 
district identity

Enhance walking, bicycling 
& transit experiences 

Promote sustainable 
practices

Improve overall corridor 
aesthetics and livability 

note: the images above, and throughout the document, are meant to illustrate the goals and 
principles of this plan. All technical and/or design specificities are ultimately subject to city review.

Create an attractive street 
for local businesses and 

their patrons

What is a streetscape plan?
A streetscape plan is a document which pre-
scribes improvements in the public realm for a 
specific neighborhood, street, or series of streets. 
A streetscape plan:

• Documents the community’s vision for how 
the street should look and function;

• Identifies a consistent palette of streetscape 
amenities such as street benches, trash recep-
tacles, street lighting, street trees, and unique 
community identifiers;

• Describes maintenance tasks for streetscape 
elements;

• Provides a basis for pursuing funding opportu-
nities for implementation.
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2.0  GoaLs & principLes
GoaLs
The overarching goal of this Streetscape Plan is to create a safe, attractive, 
and pedestrian-friendly environment that promotes neighborhood 
identity, multimodal accessibility, and local commerce. 

aeStHeticS & identitY
 Improve the aesthetics of the street by providing a blueprint for the 

implementation of pedestrian amenities (benches, trash receptacles, 
street lighting) and landscaping (street trees, low-growing plants, 
etc.). 

 Foster a cohesive identity for each neighborhood by supporting 
unique placemaking elements (gateways, banners, etc.).

MUltiModal MoBilitY & acceSSiBilitY
 Expand the function of the street to be more inclusive of active travel 

modes by promoting bicycle and pedestrian-oriented streetscape 
amenities.

 Improve connections to nearby transit and local businesses by 
promoting streetscape amenities, pedestrian infrastructure, and 
bicycle facilities.

SaFetY
 reduce the likelihood of collisions between people and vehicles by 

supporting bicycle and ADA-accessible pedestrian-oriented features 
such as access ramps, curb extensions, continental crosswalks, and 
protected bikeways.

 Increase pedestrian activity by creating a safe and inviting environment 
for shopping, leisure, and community events.

econoMic develoPMent
 Enhance commerce and business activity by improving the aesthetic 

quality, safety, and multimodal accessibility of the street.

SUStainaBilitY
 Promote sustainable practices including, but not limited to stormwater 

management, drought-tolerant landscaping, and energy-efficient 
street lighting.

 

principLes
The following principles reflect the overall intent and theme of the Livable 
Boulevards Streetscape Plan’s goals:

conSiStencY
 Coordinated streetscape elements, including street trees, street 

lights, sidewalk paving, marked crosswalks and street furniture can 
enhance the identity, improve the aesthetic quality, and contribute to 
the economic vitality of neighborhoods.

BeaUtY
 A street that is pleasant and enjoyable to travel along, whether by 

walking, bicycling, or traveling on transit, or in a private vehicle, is an 
asset to the businesses along the street and to the community that it 
serves.

SiMPlicitY
 Streetscape elements should be clean and simple in their design and 

visual appearance. Their placement should promote unobstructed 
views of storefronts and an ADA-accessible path of travel on sidewalks 
to minimize visual distractions and enhance the appearance of the 
corridor.

coMFort
 Streetscape elements should offer basic comforts to pedestrians and 

transit users, including shade, seating and shelters at transit stops 
and allow for gathering and social interaction. 

Maintenance
 Streetscape elements should be readily available for replacement or 

repair purposes and should be easily maintainable.

dUraBilitY
 Streetscape components should be designed to serve the many 

pedestrians of the community. This includes the use of structurally 
sound and long-lasting materials for each streetscape element.
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The standards in this Streetscape Plan apply to all improvements in the public 
right-of-way of the identified segments along Pico Boulevard, Motor Avenue, 
Centinela Avenue and Venice Boulevard, as shown in Figure 1-1. The public 
right-of-way is that area between property lines on opposite sides of the street.

Within these design guidelines and standards, the strongest level of 
design intent is specified by the use of terms such as “must” and “shall.” 
Preferred streetscape design elements are expressed as being “encouraged,” 
“preferred,” or “recommended,” or as ones that “should,” or “may” be 
included as part of a project. Elements not found within this Streetscape Plan 
are not immediately precluded from future implementation as long as it can 
be demonstrated that they are in keeping with the overall design intent as 
expressed within this plan and are found to be consistent with the Goals and 
Principles (see Chapter 2.0) of this Streetscape Plan.

Streetscape improvements in the public right-of-way that require an A-Permit, 
B-Permit, E-Permit, U-Permit or revocable Permit by the Department of Public 
Works, such as new street trees or street furniture, are required to comply 
with the provisions of the Streetscape Plan. All streetscape improvements 
must be consistent with the technical specifications in this streetscape plan 
and applicable City Standard Plans.

Projects involving the issuance of a Building Permit by the Department 
of Building and Safety shall provide improvements in accordance with this 
Streetscape Plan using the following triggers:

If after the adoption of this Streetscape Plan, the City Council adopts an
ordinance to regulate streetscape plan improvements using applicability
triggers that are different or modified from the ones shown above, this
Applicability section shall be of no further force and effect.

Applicability

triggers for basic streetscape plan improvements. A project shall provide 
Basic Streetscape Plan Improvements when the project involves the issuance 
of a Building Permit by the Department of Building and Safety for one or more 
of the following:

a) New Construction; or

b) Addition resulting in either:

(1) 5,000 net new square feet or more; or

(2) 250 net new daily trips or more prior to any project-specific 
mitigations required by DOT; or 

c) Change of Use resulting in:

(1) 250 net new daily trips or more prior to any project-specific 
mitigations required by DOT

Triggers for Major Streetscape Plan Improvements. A project shall provide  
Major Streetscape Plan Improvements, in addition to Basic Streetscape Plan 
Improvements, when a) and b) are met:

a) The project involves the issuance of a Building Permit by the Department 
of Building and Safety for one or more of the following: 

(1) New Construction; or

(2) Addition resulting in either:

(i) 10,000 net new square feet or more; or

(ii) 250 net new daily trips or more prior to any project-specific 
mitigations required by DOT; or

(3) Change of Use resulting in either:

(i) 250 net new daily trips or more prior to any project-specific 
mitigations required by DOT

b) And when any of the following site criteria are met:

(1) The project is on a lot that is at least a half-acre in total gross area; or 

(2) The project spans at least 250 feet of linear frontage; or

(3) The project’s building frontage encompasses the entire block-face

Table 1 provides examples of types of projects or streetscape improvements 
that would require compliance with the provisions of the Streetscape Plan.

3.0  administration 

TABLE 1.  Examples of Streetscape Plan Applicability

 Type of projecT SubjecT To 
STreeTScape plaN?

Tenant Improvement or 
Interior remodel

No

Facade Improvement No

New Construction yes

Additions
(resulting in at least 5,000 net new sq ft or 250 net 
new daily trips prior to any project-specific mitigations 
required by DOT)

yes

Change of Use
(resulting in 250 net new daily trips prior to any project-
specific mitigations required by DOT)

yes

Planting of street trees, tree wells, parkways, 
bioswales, medians and related irrigation, 
planters, etc.

yes

Installation of benches, trash cans, street 
lights or any other street furniture of 
elements

yes
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Implementation
The Streetscape Plan itself does not specify the means of funding to build 
the required improvements. The Streetscape Plan will be implemented 
as new projects, both publicly and privately financed, are constructed 
over time. Examples of public agency streetscape investments include 
improvements initiated by the City of Los Angeles Department of Public 
Works, and other governmental entities, such as the Los Angeles County 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) or the City of Los Angeles’ 
Neighborhood Councils. Examples of private streetscape investments 
include improvements initiated by local Business Improvement Districts or 
by private developers proposing development projects fronting the public 
rights of way along a streetscape segment. If eligible, implementation 
can also occur through the approval of development projects consistent 
with the Exposition Corridor Transit Neighborhood Specific Plan, including 
development projects required to provide public benefits in return for 
increased development rights. Development projects may also be required 
to implement portions of the Streetscape Plan, in accordance with any 
conditions of approval imposed by the Department of City Planning for a 
discretionary approval. Streetscape improvements initiated by non-profit 
community groups or by individuals represent additional ways in which 
implementation of the Streetscape Plan can occur.

By having an approved Streetscape Plan, the City will be able to apply for 
and submit more competitive grant applications to help secure funding 
from other sources for improvements on these segments. Additionally, 
Transportation Impact Assessment fees collected from the City’s West LA 
TIMP and Coastal Transportation Corridor Specific Plans are also intended 
to help the City leverage additional funds to complete the build-out of the 
streetscape plan.

maintenance
Successful implementation of this Streetscape Plan requires not only that 
improvements are constructed in accordance with the Plan, but that all 
approved Projects are maintained. All proposed streetscape projects shall 
include a maintenance plan. Such plans should be included in any project 
submittal to the Department of Public Works. Issues to be addressed include 
graffiti abatement, vandalism, irrigation repair and replacement (including 
water billing responsibility), maintenance of landscape, trash collection 
for receptacles not emptied by the city, and any other maintenance tasks 
identified by the Department of Public Works. Maintenance requirements 
shall abide by any applicable local, state, or federal standards.



3-3

This page is intentionally blank.



3-4 LIVABLE BOULEVARDS STREETSCAPE PLAN  CITY OF LOS ANGELES

approval and permits
Streetscape Plan improvements may require compliance with other 
federal, state or local requirements and procedures. The implementation 
of streetscape improvements must be approved by the City, typically 
by more than one department or bureau. Depending on the type of 
improvement, city agencies may be able to assist non-City entities in 
the implementation of streetscape improvements by  providing design 
expertise, clarifying the permit approval process, notifying the entity 
of applicable City-funded programs, and/or assisting with access to 
appropriate state and federal grant funds. Chapter 4.0 (Streetscape 
Elements) generally notes the City department(s) that must review and/
or approve each streetscape improvement. Individual departments 
and bureaus should be contacted directly for more specific information 
regarding their respective approval procedures and requirements.

department of public Works permits
Streetscape improvement approvals result in the issuance of permits by 
the Department of Public Works. By approving the Livable Boulevards 
Streetscape Plan, the Board of Public Works has adopted the standards 
contained in the Plan as its own. This means that, in addition to existing 
citywide standards that may already apply to streetscape improvements, 
any proposed improvements as part of this Plan will be reviewed for 
consistency by the Department of Public Works, as a condition of approval 
in the permitting process. Different types of permits are issued for 
individual improvements, with varying levels of review. Table 2  summarizes 
the permits issued by the Bureau of Engineering (BOE). Additional permits 
may be required by other bureaus, including the Bureau of Street Services 
(BSS), Bureau of Street Lighting (BSL), and the Bureau of Sanitation (BOS). 

Bureau of contract Administration: Shop and Field Inspection 
All improvements in the public right-of-way are subject to Shop and 
Field Inspection by the Department of Public Works, Bureau of Contract 
Administration. This requirement applies to major and minor improvements 
in the public right-of-way, including construction of bus shelters, benches, 
bike racks, gateway monuments, news racks, and permanent signs in the 
public right-of-way. Standard Specifications for Public Works Construction 
(Green Book) and BOE Brown Book amendments provide a list of materials 
that require shop inspection. The purpose of this inspection is to assure 
quality in the construction and materials, which are fabricated in a shop 
away from the construction site. All streetscape improvement plan 
drawings should include a note with the following text:

   PErMIT TyPE    TyPE OF WOrk    PrOCESS
A-Permit 
(LAMC 62.106.a) 

Minor street construction. Common examples include: 
• repair, construction, reconstruction of standard street elements (curbs, 

sidewalks, tree wells, driveway approaches, gutters, curb drains, etc) that 
match existing grades

• repair of sidewalk damage caused by tree roots (Also requires a root Pruning 
or Tree removal Permit by BSS Urban Forestry Division and the Board of Public 
Works)

Typically, only projects that use standard City-approved materials, comply with 
applicable City design specifications, and do not alter the established flow line of a 
gutter are eligible for an A-Permit.

• Staff level review
• Typically does not require a survey or engineered plans
• Additional permits may also be required.
• Any associated excavation shall obtain an excavation permit

B-Permit
(LAMC 62.106.b)

Major street improvements. Common examples include:
 • Widening of streets and alleys
 • Changing existing street grade
 • Installation of street lighting and traffic signals

• Staff level review
• requires professionally prepared construction plans
• May be required for a series of improvements that would 

individually require an A-Permit or when done in conjunction with 
a development project

• Issued for design and/or construction
• Any associated excavation must also obtain an excavation permit
• Additional permits may also be required

E-Permit (Excavation) 
U-Permit (Utility)

Issued to allow construction, inspection, maintenance, repair or removal of facilities  
that require boring, trenching or excavation in the public right-of-way. Common 
examples include: 
•      relocation of utility boxes; Street lights; Drilling of monitoring wells; Test boring 

to locate substructures

• Staff level review
• May be issued in conjunction with an A- or B-Permit
• Ensures consistency with the City’s design and material 

specifications and proper inspection of construction work

r-Permit (revocable) Major street improvements that encroach into the public right-of-way
• Street improvements that include non-standard materials and/or elements and 

require repair and maintenance by the permittee
• Grants conditional encroachment into the public right-of-way

• Staff level review
• Applicant must keep improvements in a safe and maintained 

condition
• Applicant typically must show proof of liability insurance. These 

are temporary permits which the City may revoke at any time, at 
which time permittee is required to restore the street to its original 
condition

• Typically tied to A- or B-Permit and is not stand-alone

tabLe 2.  department of public Works permits - bureau of engineering

contacts for Additional Permit Information
• For A-, B-, E-, U-, and r-Permits, see the Bureau of Engineering website:

http://eng.lacity.org/techdocs/permits/
• For street tree permits and street use permits, contact the Bureau of Street Services:   

http://bsspermits.lacity.org
• For info on street lighting, contact the Bureau of Street Lighting: 

http://bsl.lacity.org
• For info on the City’s Stormwater Program, contact the Bureau of Sanitation:   

http://www.lastormwater.org

Permit information is subject to change and is presented here for informational purposes only. Consult with the appropriate City agency for the most up-to-date information.

“Shop Fabrication should be made only from approved shop drawings 
and under inspection by the Bureau of Contract Administration. To 
arrange for inspection, call (213) 485-5080 two (2) weeks in advance 
for items more than fifty (50) miles outside of the City of Los Angeles, 
and 24 hours in advance for others.”
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Department of Transportation Review
review by the Department of Transportation is required for the following 
elements:

• raised Medians and Tree Placement in Medians
• Pedestrian refuge areas
• Crosswalks
• Midblock crossings
• Curb extensions
• Transit stop locations
• Loading and drop-off zones
• Directional and informational signs1

• LADOT hardware (e.g. controller boxes) - colors and materials
• Bicycle racks, lockers, bicycle corrals and other bicycle facilities
• roadway restriping or street reconfiguration
• All Metro projects (interagency coordination)
• Traffic control devices (signals, pavement markings, traffic signs) and 

on-street parking zones

1  Directional and informational signs shall also be reviewed by BSS for content, and by BOE for structural issues have authority and final approval.
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4.0 streetscape eLements

Streetscape improvements implemented on the street segments specified in 
this Plan shall abide by the requirements listed in Table 3 and Table 4 on the 
following pages. These tables list the streetscape elements applicable to the 
street segments in this Streetscape Plan, along with their key characteristics 
and technical specifications. They also list the City standard plan number 
(where relevant) and the agency to contact for design, permit, and 
maintenance requirements for each element. The typical maintenance noted 
for each element is a general description of required maintenance; specific 
requirements will be provided by the reviewing agency. 

Basic Streetscape Improvements are listed in Table 3, and are improvements 
that are typically in the sidewalk area. Major Streetscape Improvements 
are listed in Table 4, and are more substantial improvements that typically 
change the functionality of the street. Major Streetscape Improvements are 
anticipated to be implemented by large scale projects and require consultation 
with City departments to determine appropriateness and feasibility. Elements 
noted as “optional” may be implemented at the discretion of the property 
owner.

Tables 3 and 4 are followed by a general narrative description of each 
streetscape element and its contribution to a more livable street and the 
community it serves. The descriptions are not intended to repeat or replace 
the requirements listed in Tables 3 and 4. Also note that the associated images 
and illustrations are conceptual examples only, and do not necessarily reflect 
all existing City standards. 

acronYms 
DPW = Department of Public Works

DOT = Department of Transportation

DWP = Department of Water and Power

The following are Bureaus within the Los 
Angeles Department of Public Works: 

BOE = Bureau of Engineering

BSS = Bureau of Street Services

BSL = Bureau of Street Lighting

BOS = Bureau of Sanitation

Paved walkway

Planters 

Street trees, 
planters, and 
benches

Curbside 
parking 

Photo Source: Gruen Associates

FiGure 2. Public Right-of-Way 
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tabLe 3.  basic streetscape improvements

eLement street 
seGment KeY cHaracteristics required 

revieW

standard 
pLan or 
aGencY 
revieW

tYpicaL 
maintenance

street trees and LandscapinG

tree Wells ALL

• Standard dimensions: 4’x 6’
• Preferred surface treatment: decomposed granite (DG) per Greenbook standards
• Optional surface treatment: low-growing drought-tolerant plants; See Illustrative Low-Growing Plant Palette in Ch. 5 for each segment

BSS requires that plants in the public rights-of-way comply with the following criteria:
1. Shall not be poisonous, invasive, or have sharp edges, spiky or thorny points
2. Shall not be taller than 36 inches at maturity
3. Shall not be taller than 24 inches within 45-foot visibility triangle of street intersection, within

20 feet visibility triangle of an alley, or within five feet of a driveway or ramp edge
4. Should be drought-tolerant, cold hardy and long lived

BOE, BSS
S-450
S-663
S-456

Weed, remove litter, sweep 
DG into tree well, replenish 
DG.  

Parkways ALL

• Standard dimension: 4’ wide for sidewalk widths ≤ 10’ (if feasible); 5’ wide for sidewalk widths ≥ 10’ wide (if feasible)
• Optional surface treatment: low-growing drought-tolerant plants; See Illustrative Low-Growing Plant Palette in Ch. 5 for each segment
• Convenience Strip: Unobstructed area 18” from back of curb, excluding a minimum 6”-wide curb. required at planted parkways and tree wells 

adjacent to curbside parking spaces or loading areas. Natural concrete (standard gray) or permeable pavers if approved by BOE. 
• House Walk: If parkway is adjacent to marked on-street parking or loading spaces, a 5’-wide walkable surface across the parkway (i.e., “house walk”) 

shall be provided every 35 to 50 feet. Walkable surface should be concrete (or permeable pavers if approved by BOE).

BOE, BSS BOE, BSS
Weed and remove litter. 
repair house walks when 
damaged. 

street trees

ALL

• Minimum 36” box
• Spaced  on average 30’ to 40’ on center (refer to BSS Tree Spacing Guidelines)
• Tree staking and guying details per S-663
• Existing trees to remain. removal or replacement requires DPW approval.
• See below for tree species by segment. Where a median exists or is proposed, the a median tree species is recommended below.

BSS S-456
S-663

For tree wells with DG 
surface treatment, a 5 
year establishment period 
is required. For tree wells 
with planting and irrigation, 
maintenance is required.

PICO GrEEN • Koelreuteria bipinnata (Chinese Flame) median trees: 
• Handroanthus impetiginosus (Pink Trumpet)

PICO PATrICIA • 405 Fwy to Westwood Blvd: Pyrus calleryana ‘Aristocrat’ (Aristocrat Pear)
• Westwood Blvd to Patricia Ave: Pyrus kawakamii (Evergreen Pear)

median trees: 
• Lagerstroemia x fauriei ‘Muskogee’, ‘Tuskegee’ or ‘Tuscarora’ or 
a mix of all three (Crape Myrtle)

MOTOr • Koelreuteria bipinnata (Chinese Flame)

CENTINELA
• residential area: Lophostemon conferus (Brisbane Box)

• Commercial area: Koelreuteria panitculata (Goldenrain Tree)

median trees: 
• Koelreuteria panitculata (Goldenrain Tree)

VENICE

• residential area: Afrocarpus gracilior (Fern Pine) or a type of Oak, depending on 
the species (to be studied before implementation)

• Commercial area: Handroanthus impetiginosus (Pink Trumpet)

median trees: 
• Cedrus altantica ‘Glauca’ (Blue Atlas Cedar) [preferred]
• Quercus tomentella (Island Oak) 
• Tipuana tipu (Tipu) 

Irrigation System ALL • Automatic in-line drip system, subsurface or pop-up bubblers, or microspray BSS Non-Standard
Check regularly/repair 
damaged parts; adjust 
watering seasonally.
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tabLe 3.  basic streetscape improvements

eLement street 
seGment KeY cHaracteristics required 

revieW

standard 
pLan or 
aGencY 
revieW

tYpicaL 
maintenance

sideWaLK pavinG

standard 
Sidewalk Paving

ALL
(except where 

Special Sidewalk 
Paving is specified 

below)

• Scoring depth and radius per BOE standards. 
• Standard gray color with fine hair-broom finish BOE S-444

S-601
repair when damaged; clean 
as needed

Special Sidewalk 
paving PICO PATrICIA

• Colored, scored concrete (for scoring pattern, see Pico Patricia page in Ch. 5.0):
• Walkway: Davis Colors Baja red (SrI 42), or approved equal.
• Between Street Trees: Davis Colors Palomino (SrI 47), or approved equal.

BOE Non-Standard repair when damaged; clean 
as needed

street Furniture(1)

Bicycle Racks 
(Optional) ALL

• Place at a location approved by the DOT and city engineer. A minimum 48” wide unobstructed sidewalk must be maintained
• May be installed at business owner’s request. 
• Inverted U (black) or approved equal

DOT, BOE S-671 By property owner in 
coordination with DOT

Potted Planters
(Optional) PICO PATrICIA

• May be installed by abutting business owner with appropriate permits.
• Shrub heights to be approved by BSS
• Include water trays or internal water system

• Not to exceed dimensions (width/depth) of tree wells per this plan
• Must be designed and installed against any overturning force
• Style: Architectural Pottery Legacy Series - Gunmetal (or approved equal)

BSS Non-Standard

Weed; remove/replace 
dead, dying, or diseased 
plants; prune; remove litter; 
fertilize periodically 

street LiGHtinG

Roadway Lights ALL • Install between existing street lighting at 30’ on center, where feasible.
• Style: Match existing poles and luminaires (unpainted galvanized steel poles) BSL, DWP BSL, DWP

By BSL funded by Prop 218 
assessment, which requires 
approval by 50% of property 
owners and is prorated by 
benefit.pedestrian Lights

For potential 
locations, see 

Illustrative Plan 
View in Chapter 5.0 
for each segment

• Install between existing street lighting at 30’ on center, where feasible.

BSL, DWP BSL, DWP

PICO GrEEN • Style: STILL Citysite or similar (or approved equal)

PICO PATrICIA • Style: king Luminaire Coachman (or approved equal)

MOTOr • Style: Historic replica (or approved equal)

CENTINELA • Style: Contemporary (Modified Historic or Traditional) or Historic replica (or approved equal)

VENICE • Style: Historic replica (or approved equal)
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tabLe 3.  basic streetscape improvements

eLement street 
seGment KeY cHaracteristics required 

revieW

standard 
pLan or 
aGencY 
revieW

tYpicaL 
maintenance

bus Zone amenities(2)

bus shelters ALL • Provided at the discretion of the City Coordinated Street Furniture Program vendor at major bus stops, where feasible BSS, BOE BSS, BOE By City vendor

bus benches & 
receptacles ALL • Provided at the discretion of the City Coordinated Street Furniture Program vendor at major bus stops, where feasible BSS, BOE BSS, BOE By City vendor

bus stop Lights ALL • Install in pairs within 20’ of bus stops. BSL, DWP BSL, DWP By BSL

pedestrian crossinGs

crosswalk Striping ALL
• Per LADOT policy, the implementation of continental striping on existing and new marked crosswalks shall be prioritized on major streets and at 

intersection crossings. DOT, BOE, 
BSL

S-480 
S-481.1 reapply every 5-10 years

crosswalk ADA 
ramps ALL

• ADA-approved ramps with detectable warning surface (min. 3’ x 4’). 
• Two ramps per corner at intersections (as feasible) and one ramp at each end of mid-block crossings. 
• Detectable warning surface in yellow. remainder of ramp to be natural concrete (standard gray)

BOE S-442
repair when damaged; clean 
as needed

curb radii ALL • Maximum 25’ (as feasible) BOE S-442 Coordinate with review 
agency

Table 3 Notes:

(1) Any street furniture shall comply with relevant spacing requirements, as determined by the Department of Public Works. All street furniture must conform to City’s requirements and contractual obligations of the Citywide Coordinated Street Furniture and 
Bus Bench programs at all transit stops. 

(2) All street furniture in the bus zone must conform to City’s requirements and contractual obligations of the Citywide Coordinated Street Furniture and Bus Bench programs.
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tabLe 4. Major Streetscape Improvements

eLement street 
seGment KeY cHaracteristics required 

revieW

standard 
pLan or 
aGencY 
revieW

tYpicaL 
maintenance

maJor streetscape improvements

New crosswalks

For potential study 
locations, see 

Illustrative Plan 
View in Chapter 

5.0 for each 
segment

• Per LADOT policy, the implementation of continental striping on new marked crosswalks shall be prioritized on major streets 
and at intersection crossings.

• Where the nearest existing pedestrian crossings are spaced more than 600 feet apart, crosswalks should be provided, either at 
uncontrolled intersections or mid-block, as determined by LADOT.

• At  new uncontrolled, marked crosswalks a new signal (e.g., rectangular rapid Flash Beacon, Advanced Pedestrian Warning 
Device) should be considered, which would require a warrant analysis by the LADOT District Office. 

• Pedestrian refuge islands should be considered for all midblock crossings or intersection locations where there is a center turn 
lane and where a turn pocket is not necessary. 

• The type and design of specific pedestrian signals, and refuge islands would be studied and determined by LADOT. 

DOT, BOE, 
BSL

S-480 
S-481 reapply every 5-10 years

curb  
extensions

• Located at intersections, where feasible subject to DOT approval.
• Extending to width of parking lane.
• Planting and trees optional; incorporate per BSS and DOT guidelines; max 36” high
• refer to Green Street Standard Plans for Vegetated Stormwater Curb Extensions (S-484-0).
• Minimum curb return radius of 25’ for street cleaning purposes. If less than 25’, to be maintained by r-permit holder.
• Provide traffic warning sign at the curb extensions to prevent drivers from driving into the curb extension.
• Natural concrete (standard gray)

BOE, DOT, 
BSS S-484 Per review agency

raised Landscaped 
medians

• Minimum 6” high integral curb and gutter per City Standard Plan
• Natural concrete (standard gray)
• Ground cover: drought-tolerant, non-invasive, non-poisonous, no thorn or spines, low-growing (less than 36” high)
• Median trees: See Median Trees information on p. 4-2

BOE, DOT, 
BSS BOE, DOT, BSS

Weed, remove/replace dead, dying or diseased 
plants, prune, fertilize periodically. prune trees for 
clearance (permit required); mulch and irrigate

Bioswales 
(Optional) ALL • Plant low-growing plants not to exceed 36” in height (measured from pavement)

• refer to Green Street Standard Plan for list of permitted planting materials
BOE, BSS, 

BOS
S-480
S-483

Weed; remove/replace dead, dying or diseased 
plants; prune; remove litter; fertilize periodically; 
prune trees for clearance (permit required)

Seating and Benches

ALL • Place at mid-block or a minimum of every 300’
• Distinct from benches provided as part of City Coordinated Street Furniture Program.

BOE, BSS Non-Standard remove graffiti; clean

PICO GrEEN Style: Victor Stanley rB-28 with center arm rests - Titanium (or approved equal)

PICO PATrICIA Style: Victor Stanley rB-28 with center arm rests - Titanium (or approved equal)

MOTOr Style: LandscapeForms Presidio with back and center arm rests (or approved equal)

CENTINELA Style: LandscapeForms Presidio with back and center arm rests (or approved equal)

VENICE Style: LandscapeForms Presidio with back and center arm rests (or approved equal)

trash receptacles 

ALL • At corners of major intersections, and adjacent to benches.
• Distinct from trash receptacles provided as part of City Coordinated Street Furniture Program.

BSS Non-standard Empty as needed; remove graffiti; clean

PICO GrEEN Style: Victor Stanley rB-36 - Titanium (or approved equal)

PICO PATrICIA Style: Victor Stanley rB-36 - Titanium (or approved equal)

MOTOr Style: LandscapeForms Presidio (or approved equal)

CENTINELA Style: LandscapeForms Presidio (or approved equal)

VENICE Style: LandscapeForms Presidio (or approved equal)
*        
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Examples of seating that could be provided by property owners, business 
improvement districts, or other community groups with maintenance 
agreements. 

Seating

Bicycle Racks

Standard city bike rack situated parallel to the curb.

bus stop Furniture

Standard Boulevard shelter.  Standard advertising/information kiosk.

Furnishings at bus stops, including shelters, benches and trash receptacles, 
as well as information/advertising kiosks, are provided and maintained 
by City contractors with funding from the advertising panels on the 
furnishings. The bus stop furniture is maintained by the vendor, including 
routine maintenance of a trash receptacle and removal of graffiti. A 5’ 
x 8’ “launching pad” clearance is also required to accommodate bus 
boardings..

bus benches

bus shelters Information Kiosks

Standard bus bench.  

street Furniture

Examples of trash receptacles (with potential matching seating styles) that 
could be provided by property owners, business improvement districts, or other 
community groups with maintenance agreements. If available and approved, 
basic receptacles may be able to be provided by the City.

trash receptacles

A unified street furniture palette helps create a sense of place and visually 
reinforces a street’s unique identity. It also enhances the pedestrian 
experience by promoting amenities for pedestrians, bicyclists, and transit 
users. 

The Streetscape Plan identifies a palette of street furniture that is intended 
to complement the City’s Coordinated Street Furniture program. It also 
provides design specifications for benches and trash receptacles that 
supplement the furnishings of the Coordinated Street Furniture Program. 
The Plan also identifies a bus shelter for the corridor from among the four 
design options currently available through the City’s Coordinated Street 
Furniture Program. For more detailed information about the specific 
street furniture pallete envisioned for each streetscape segment, see 
Chapter 5.0 of the Plan.
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Typical example of existing roadway light pole (left), historic styled roadway 
(middle), and bus stop stop lights (right).

Roadway Lights & Bus Stop Lights

pedestrian Lights
A business improvement district or community group can work with BSL 
to obtain approval for a specific fixture and to initiate the assessment bal-
lot process to secure funding for lighting. The community members who 
participated in the Livable Boulevards workshops and public outreach  
events expressed their preference for one of the four general styles of 
energy-efficient LED pedestrian lights shown below, for the commercial 
portions of each streetscape segment: 
• Historic replicas lights
• Modified historic lights
• Traditional lights (not historically based but using traditional forms 

and elements)
• Modern lights

Historic replicas

Modified Historic Modern  

Traditional

In areas with significant foot traffic, pedestrian scale street lighting 
provides an additional layer of safety and comfort for pedestrians. 
Currently a variety of types and styles of street lights exist on the corridor. 
In addition to the standard roadway lighting, the Streetscape Plan selects 
a pedestrian scale light fixture for each of the respective segments to 
enhance the visual quality of each corridor. The goal is to ensure adequate 
lighting that illuminates both the roadway and the sidewalk in order to 
promote a safe and comfortable environment for all users of the street.

street LiGHtinG
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Tree wells are defined by DPW as openings for trees that are not more 
than 5 feet wide and 10 feet long. Where a planted tree well is located 
adjacent to on-street parking, an 18-inch wide strip along the back of 
the curb must have a walkable surface  (also known as the “convenience 
strip”).

In the City of Los Angeles, a parkway is defined as the area of the street 
between the back of curb and the sidewalk that is longer than 10 feet 
and typically planted or landscaped.  Where a planted parkway is located 
adjacent to on-street parking, an 18-inch wide strip along the back of 
the curb must have a walkable surface  (also known as the “convenience 
strip”).

tree Wells

Parkways

The benefits of healthy, mature street trees along a corridor include:

• Providing shade to make streets more pleasant to walk and enjoy.

• Providing shade to adjacent buildings to lower temperatures and 
reduce energy use.

• Slowing and capturing rainwater, helping water soak into the ground 
to restore local hydrological functions and aquifers.

• Improving air quality by producing oxygen, cooling air, and absorbing 
and storing carbon in woody plant tissues.

• Making streetscape environments for adjacent land uses more 
attractive.

• Increasing property values for residences and attracting customers 
toward businesses along the street. 

• Enhancing community identity through the use of a consistent palette 
of trees, and providing sheltered spaces for social interaction. 

• Enhancing safety on a street by helping to calm traffic.

• Providing cover, food, and nesting sites for indigenous wildlife .

LandscapinG

Landscaped medians

Low-Growing Plants

Planted areas with low-growing planting provide visual interest, color, and 
visual relief from the otherwise paved street environment, all of which 
improves the experience of people traveling on a street. In addition, 
planted areas also increase the permeable surface area that can help 
reduce runoff and heat gain.

raised landscaped medians within a roadway provide an opportunity for 
greening a corridor with planting and additional street trees. Medians 
also help reduce the scale of a large roadway and can provide a “refuge 
island” for pedestrians to utilize when traversing a long marked crosswalk 
in multiple phases.

Example of a street lined with street trees, located on Broxton Ave in the 
Westwood neighborhood of Los Angeles.

street trees
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sideWaLK
special paving curb radius curb ramps
The use of colored concrete and scoring enhances the visual interest and 
reinforces neighborhood identity on these streetscape segments. In the 
future, community groups and/or neighborhood councils with a stake in 
these streetscape segments can request and apply for similar non-stan-
dard paving treatments, contingent upon the approval by BOE to ensure 
it meets the City’s minimum requirements.

pico boulevard beautification | 15

Paving

Sidewalks
The priorities for installing new sidewalk paving shall 
be at new developments, intersections, bus stops, and 
wherever concrete is broken or lifted.  New sidewalk 
paving shall be scored, integrally colored concrete as 
indicated on plan details.  Colors by Davis Concrete 
are “Baja Red” and “Palomino.” 

PAvING PAtterN FOr 10-FOOt SIDeWALK

PAvING PAtterN FOr 15-FOOt SIDeWALK

Concrete paving color:  
Davis Colors Baja Red

Concrete paving color:  
Davis Colors Palomino

30
”

30
”

5’-0” 
PATH OF TRAVEL

4’-0” PARKWAY OR
TREE WELL AREA

1’-0” ACCESS ZONE
INCLUDING CURB

30”30”

Concrete paving color:  
Davis Colors Baja Red

Concrete paving color:  
Davis Colors Palomino

30
”

30
”5’
-0

”
3’

-0
”

8’-0” 
PATH OF TRAVEL

5’-0” PARKWAY OR
TREE WELL AREA

2’-0” ACCESS ZONE
INCLUDING CURB

30”30”

Concrete paving color:  
Davis Colors Baja Red

uncolored concrete

Concrete paving color:  
Davis Colors Palomino

This streetscape plan encourages a curb radii that prioritizes pedestrian 
safety. Multiple factors are considered when determining curb radii, such 
as the street’s designation, intersection sight line requirements, and abil-
ity to accommodate turning movements. At the same time, the design of 
curb radii should also balance the safety benefits for people who walk by 
minimizing crossing distances, crossing time, and the pedestrian’s expos-
ure to traffic. An ideal curb radius gives people who walk ample waiting 
area on the sidewalk and reduces the speed of turning vehicles at inter-
sections. Curb radius design should also consider designing for the most 
common vehicle. While designs must account for the challenges that lar-
ger vehicles, especially emergency vehicles, may face, the daily safety and 
comfort of the pedestrian experience should also be a priority for the 
majority of daily users. Where feasible, limiting curb radii to a maximum 
of 25 feet helps increase the safety of all users.

Where feasible, directional ramps, that is, one ramp aligned with each 
crosswalk, should be installed.  Directional ramps direct pedestrians into 
the crosswalk rather than into the intersection as single corner ramps 
do.  This is particularly beneficial for those who are visually impaired or in 
wheelchairs.

Smaller curb radii create more comfortable conditions for people who walk by 
shortening crossing distances and facilitating safer vehicular turning speeds.

     Radius < 25’
CROSSING DISTANCE

   Radius ≥ 25’CROSSING DISTANCE

Directional ramps clearly define the crossing direction for pedestrians.
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Tree wells at sidewalk level with depressed soil level and curb breaks to collect 
street runoff are connected to function as a continuous infiltration basin. Overflow is 
released back into the street at the end of the connected tree wells. The design and 
maintenance considerations for these types of treatments should factor in potential 
trash flushing into the planter (Photo source: Blue-Green Building.org)

In this example, at riverdale Ave and Crystal St in the Elysian Valley neighborhood of 
Los Angeles, runoff flowing along the gutter is directed into the curb extension swale 
where it can be absorbed into an “infiltration gallery” beneath the surface; in a heavy 
rain, excess runoff flows back into the gutter and into the existing storm drain system. 
(Photo source: Google Earth)

These curb extensions collect and infiltrate street runoff. The excess runoff in the 
above right example flows into the storm drain system through a raised drain.

On Western Heritage Way between the LA Zoo and Autry Museum in Griffith Park, 
the median next to the zoo parking lot collects runoff from the roadway through 
openings in the median. The design and maintenance considerations for this types 
of treatment should factor in erosion control measures to prevent mulch or soil from 
flushing out of the planter area.

This image show drainage systems in which runoff is piped to the median from catch 
basins along the curb. (Image sources: top two - AHBL; bottom - Google Earth)

Another goal of this plan is to promote parkways and tree wells that can 
infiltrate sidewalk runoff and encourage the collection and infiltration of 
roadway runoff. Parkways and tree wells should look to collect and infiltrate 
stormwater and other runoff from the sidewalk by applying the existing 
best management practices, standards, and LID guidance as approved for 
the public rights of way by the Department of Public Works.   

Stormwater infiltration provides the following benefits: 
• reduced use of potable water for irrigation
• reduced surface water pollution
• Support for the urban ecosystem and wildlife habitat
• Enhanced flood control
• Biological filtration and bio-remediation
• Groundwater recharge
• reduced heat island effect 
• Potential reductions in stormwater infrastructure and treatment costs
• Improved aesthetics and public space within neighborhoods.

Parkways at sidewalk level with a swale or depression to collect and infiltrate 
sidewalk runoff. This example on Elmer Avenue in the Sun Valley neighborhood of 
Los Angeles also infiltrates street runoff. An impermeable liner (at least 5 feet deep) 
along the edge of the swale adjacent to the street should be considered to protect 
the asphalt. (Photo source: Council for Watershed Health)

stormWater treatment



4-11

Corner curb extensions.

Midblock curb extensions.
A lengthened curb extension for bus stops accommodates bus patrons and 
allows buses to move in and out of traffic more easily and efficiently.

Curb extensions (also known as bumpouts or bulbouts) help shorten 
pedestrian crossing distances and serve to enlarge sidewalks at 
intersections to accommodate increased pedestrian volumes. Curb 
extensions can be located at corner and midblock locations. Corner curb 
extensions can incorporate landscaping, if feasible and if approved by 
DPW. Midblock curb extensions are constructed in the middle of the block, 
in between curbside parking stalls, and may be able to also incorporate 
landscaping, especially where the sidewalk width is insufficient for such 
planting.

The Streetscape Plan encourages the installation of continental 
crosswalks, the City standard, at controlled (signalized) and uncontrolled 
(unsignalized) crossings. The continental crosswalk design improves the 
visibility of the crosswalks, alerting motorists that pedestrians may be 
present. Per LADOT, white striping is used for typical crosswalk locations, 
while yellow striping is used at intersections adjacent to schools.

At unsignalized intersections along street segments that are intended 
to be walkable, it is often desirable to add some form of pedestrian 
signalization to facilitate safer crossings. In addition, midblock crosswalks 
may be an appropriate treatment where unmarked crossings along a long 
block are frequent.

This curb extension example accommodates both planting and seating along a 
commercial street.

This midblock curb extension is situated between on-street parking spaces.

crossWaLKscurb extensions

Continental striping is the City’s standard crosswalk striping - yellow striping 
near schools and white striping in other locations.

This midblock crosswalk includes a median refuge island.
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5.0 improvements bY street

This chapter includes the following for each street segment:

streetscape eLements specific to each street segment, including 
trees, low-growing plants, street lighting and street furniture selected by 
each community through public outreach efforts.

iLLustrative pLan vieWs  show the approximate locations of study 
locations for potential medians, continental crosswalk striping, curb ex-
tensions, and gateway treatments.

street cross sections show typical existing conditions and proposed 
conditions.

iLLustrative sKetcHes show existing conditions and proposed im-
provements.

street seGments: 

Pico Green   
(Centinela Ave to 405 Fwy)  

Pico Patricia   
(405 Fwy to Patricia Ave)

Motor avenUe    
(10 Fwy to Venice Blvd)

centinela avenUe   
(Washington Blvd to Jefferson Blvd)

venice BoUlevard  
(Lincoln Blvd to Inglewood Blvd)

Sources: Esri, HERE, DeLorme, Intermap, increment P Corp., GEBCO, USGS, FAO, NPS, NRCAN, GeoBase,
IGN, Kadaster NL, Ordnance Survey, Esri Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), swisstopo, MapmyIndia, ©
OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User Community, Esri, HERE, DeLorme, MapmyIndia, ©
OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS user community

Exhibit 1. Location Map
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Streetscape Segment
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Centinela Ave to 405 Fwy

Pico Blvd (Pico Patricia)
405 Fwy to Patricia Ave

Motor Ave
10 Fwy to Venice Blvd

Centinela Ave
Washington Blvd to Jefferson Blvd

Venice Blvd
Lincoln Blvd to Inglewood Blvd

Metro Expo Line Station
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PICO GREEN 

pedestrian Lights
An LED fixture similar in 
appearance to the STILL Citysite 
(or approved equal per DPW) .

Trash Receptacles and Seating
Community members preferred a 
bench and trash receptacles such 
as the Victory Stanley Steelsites 
rB Series (rB28 bench and rB36 
trash receptacle) in Titanium (or 
approved equal per DPW). 

5.1 pico Green
The Pico Green segment spans Pico Blvd from Centinela Ave to the 405 
freeway. Pico Blvd’s street designation is an Avenue I, which calls for the 
following standard street dimensions: 70’ wide roadway and 15’ wide 
sidewalks. The majority of the segment’s existing condition already meets 
its standard street dimensions, but future right-of-way improvements 
should  continue to prioritize the Mobility Plan 2035’s policies of providing 
wider sidewalks and carefully considering the overall implications of any 
future road widenings. The Pico Green segment is also designated on the 
Mobility Plan 2035’s Transit Enhanced Network, which envisions Pico Blvd 
as an important corridor for transit improvements.  

Proposed improvements are illustrated  in the following subsections: 

streetscape eLements describes the trees, low-growing plants, 
street lighting and street furniture styles selected by the community.

iLLustrative pLan vieW shows the approximate location of street 
trees, tree wells, pedestrian-scale street lights, and bus stops. Potential 
study locations of new landscaped medians, marked crossings, curb ex-
tensions, and gateway treatments are also labeled, if preliminarily envi-
sioned through this Streetscape Plan.

street cross sections illustrate the typical existing condition and 
proposed future conditions at typical locations along a block.

iLLustrative sKetcHes show photo simulations and/or conceptual 
renderings of potential improvements.

median tree
Handroanthus impetiginosus
Pink Trumpet

Type: Deciduous
Origin: Argentina and Brazil
Height: 20-40 feet
Spread: 20-40 feet
Form: generally rounded
 and spreading
Spacing: 30-35 feet
Flowers: Very showy,  
 trumpet shaped 
 lavender pink flowers
Water: Drought tolerant 
 when mature.
Growth rate: Fast in juvenile stages, 
 then moderate

streetscape eLements

street tree.
Koelreuteria bipinnata
Chinese Flame 
Type: Deciduous
Origin: China
Height: 30 to 40 feet
Spread: 30 to 40 feet
Form: round headed 
Spacing: 25 to 35 feet 
Flowers: yellow - summer
Fruits: Showy orange   
 capsules  - fall
Water: relatively drought 

tolerant once  
established in big 
tree well (WUCOLS 
Moderate)

Growth rate: Moderate
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PICO GREEN 

Illustrative Low-Growing Plant Pallette
Low-growing plants should exhibit visual 
characteristics similar to the plants in 
the illustrative photos. Plant selections 
should require very low to moderate 
levels of water.  All plant selections are 
subject to BSS review and approval. The 
following species are examples of the 
types of plants envisioned:

All locations:
Festuca idahoensis
Rosmarinus officinalis ‘Prostratus’
Senicio sepens
Ceanothus ‘Centennial’

Medians:
Muhlenbergia dubia
Pennisetum ‘Eaton Canyon’
Agave attenuata ‘kara’s Stripe’
Aloe maculata or A. striata
Phormium ‘Cream Delight’ 
Ceanothus gloriosus ‘Anchor Bay’
Lantana ‘Gold rush’ or ‘New Gold’
Salvia  leucantha ‘Santa Barbara’
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NOTE: These plans view drawings are conceptual and meant for illustrative purposes. They do not represent construction-level engineering plans.

The diagram represents potential study locations for the following improvements:
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NOTE: These plans view drawings 
are conceptual and meant for 
illustrative purposes. They do 
not represent construction-level 
engineering plans.
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0' 16'10'0' 16'10'

70' roadway

100' right-of-way

15' sidewalk 15' sidewalk

westbound
travel lane

westbound
travel lane

eastbound
travel lane

eastbound
travel lane

parking parking
8' 11' 11'10' 10'12'

10'-wide
raised median*

8'

Adjacent to
residential or

mixed use
Adjacent to
commercial

Proposed mid-block at medians

Pico Blvd. Centinela Blvd. - Gateway Blvd.

0' 16'10'0' 16'10'

70' roadway

100' right-of-way

15' sidewalk 15' sidewalk

westbound
travel lane

eastbound
travel lane

19' 19'11' 11'10'
westbound travel lane

with parking
eastbound travel lane

with parking

Adjacent to
residential or

mixed use
Adjacent to
commercial

2-way center or
left turn lane

Existing

Pico Blvd. Centinela Blvd. - Gateway Blvd.

From centinela Ave to Sawtelle Blvd
Typical Midblock Location

*A potential median would require a separate study for feasibility

existinG proposed

street cross sections   

PICO BLVD
Street Designation: Avenue I
Mobility Plan 2035 Network Designation: Transit Enhanced Network (TEN)
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PICO GREEN 

Existing roadway condition looking west.

Image of potential median with trees and planting to transform the street, making it appear narrower and providing shade and stormwater 
infiltration.  This particular improvement assumes left turns from southbound Tennessee Place to eastbound Pico Boulevard are eliminated.

existinG

Between Barrington Ave and Granville Ave
Midblock Location

proposed

iLLustrative sKetcHes  
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PICO GREEN 

Existing roadway condition looking north at Tennessee Place.

design concept #2: Image of alternative potential sidewalk widening to repurpose excess roadway, with curb extensions on NE & NW corners.

design concept #1: Image of potential landscaped median to repurpose excess roadway, with curb extensions on NE & NW corners.

existinG

At Tennessee Pl
Potential Design concepts

proposed

iLLustrative sKetcHes
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Street Tree West of Westwood Blvd.
Pyrus calleryana ‘Aristocrat’
Aristocrat Ornamental Pear

Type: Semievergreen 
Origin: China
Height: 20 to 30 feet
Spread: 20 to 30 feet
Form: Pyramidal
Spacing: 25 to 30 feet 
Flowers: White - early spring
Water: Somewhat drought 

tolerant once  
established in big 
tree well (WUCOLS 
Moderate)

Growth rate: Moderate

5.2 pico patricia
The Pico Patricia segment spans Pico Blvd from the 405 freeway to 
Patricia Ave. Pico Blvd’s street designation is an Avenue I, which calls for 
the following standard street dimensions: 70’ wide roadway and 15’ wide 
sidewalks. The majority of the segment’s existing condition already meets 
its standard street dimensions, but future right-of-way improvements 
should  continue to prioritize the Mobility Plan 2035’s policies of providing 
wider sidewalks and carefully considering the overall implications of any 
future road widenings. The Pico Patricia segment is also designated on the 
Mobility Plan 2035’s Transit Enhanced Network, which envisions Pico Blvd 
as an important corridor for transit improvements.  

Proposed improvements are illustrated  in the following subsections: 

streetscape eLements describes the trees, low-growing plants, 
street lighting and street furniture styles selected by the community.

iLLustrative pLan vieW shows the approximate location of street 
trees, tree wells, pedestrian-scale street lights, and bus stops. Potential 
study locations of new landscaped medians, marked crossings, curb ex-
tensions, and gateway treatments are also labeled, if preliminarily envi-
sioned through this Streetscape Plan.

street cross sections illustrate the typical existing condition and 
proposed future conditions at typical locations along a block.

iLLustrative sKetcHes show photo simulations and/or conceptual 
renderings of potential improvements.

Street Tree East of Westwood Blvd.
Pyrus kawakamii
Evergreen Pear

Type: Semi-evergreen
Origin: China
Height: 20 to 30 feet
Spread: 15 to 25 feet
Form: round headed 
Spacing: 25 to 30 feet 
Flowers: White - early spring
Water: Somewhat drought 

tolerant once  
established in big 
tree well (WUCOLS 
Moderate)

Growth rate: Moderate

median tree
Lagerstroemia x fauriei ‘Muskogee’, 
‘Tuskegee’ or ‘Tuscarora’ (or a mix of 
all three) 
Crape Myrtle

Type: Deciduous
Origin: not native to N America
Height: 20 feet
Spread: 20 feet
Form: Vase shape
Spacing: 25-30 feet 
Flowers: lavender; dark pink 
 to near red; dark coral  
 pink; spring flowering;
 summer flowering; very
 showy
Water: High drought tolerance
Growth rate: Moderate

streetscape eLements

pedestrian Lights
Traditional “Coachman king,” placed 
in pairs at each bus stop and between 
existing street lights, per the City’s 
Bureau of Street Lighting standards. 
Preferred pole and fixture color is 
French gray to match the repainted 
street light poles. 
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Illustrative Low-Growing Plant Pallette
Low-growing plants should exhibit visual 
characteristics similar to the plants in 
the illustrative photos. Plant selections 
should require very low to moderate 
levels of water.  All plant selections are 
subject to BSS review and approval. The 
following species are examples of the 
types of plants envisioned:

All locations:
Aeonium canariense
Agapanthus orientalis ‘Baby Pete’, ‘Tinkerbell’
Carex barbarae ‘Santa Barbara’
Convolvulus sabatius
Rosmarinus ‘Huntington Carpet’
Lantana ‘White Lighting’
Lomondra ‘Tropic Belle’
Phormium ‘Tom Thumb’

Medians:
Arctois acaulis ‘Magenta’
Lavendula minutolli
Rhaphiolepis ‘Georgia Petite’

Planters:
Aeonium arboreum ‘Zwartkop’
Cupressus sempervirens ‘Monshel’
Cordyline ‘Jurred’
Kalanchoe luciae
Sedum rubrotinctum ‘Aurora’, Pork and Beans’

special paving
A special paving color and pattern 
using colored concrete was 
envisioned by the community for 
the Pico Patricia segment. The 
desired colors are Davis Color 
Baja red (top left) and Davis 
Color Palomino (bottom left), or 
approved equal per DPW. 

The Baja red color is envisioned 
for the pedestrian walkway portion 
of the sidewalk adjacent to the 
property line, while the Palomino 
color would make up the portion of 
the sidewalk between the walkway 
and the back of curb. Per BOE’s 
policy, colored concrete should 
not be applied to the curb ramp or  
driveway .

The diagram above illustrates the general vision of what the sidewalk would 
look like with colored concrete. At the time of implementation, depending on 
material availability and departmental best practices, DPW may use similar 
but different concrete colors (i.e., an approved equal) and/or employ a differ-
ent scoring pattern.

Davis Colors - Baja red

Davis Colors - Palomino

pico boulevard beautification | 15

Paving

Sidewalks
The priorities for installing new sidewalk paving shall 
be at new developments, intersections, bus stops, and 
wherever concrete is broken or lifted.  New sidewalk 
paving shall be scored, integrally colored concrete as 
indicated on plan details.  Colors by Davis Concrete 
are “Baja Red” and “Palomino.” 
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Trash Receptacles and Seating
The Victory Stanley Steelsites 
rB Series (rB28 bench and rB36 
trash receptacle) in Titanium (or 
approved equal per DPW).

Potted Planters (Optional)
Architectural Pottery Legacy Series 
(714-895-3359) in Gunmetal (or 
approved equal per DPW). 

The placement of potted planters 
requires permit appproval by Dept 
of Public Works. 
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Key information from LADOT striping plans:
Travel lane

Base map is composite of LADOT striping plans.
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The diagram represents potential study locations for the following improvements:

NOTE: These plans view drawings are conceptual and meant for illustrative purposes. They do not represent construction-level engineering plans.
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iLLustrative pLan vieW    

NOTE: These plans view drawings are conceptual and meant for illustrative purposes. They do not represent construction-level engineering plans.

The diagram represents potential study locations for the following improvements:
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iLLustrative pLan vieW    Zoomed seLection
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0' 16'10'Existing midblock 15' wide sidewalks

Pico Blvd. 405 Fwy. - Patricia Ave.

As of the date of this document, 15’ sidewalk widths exist on the following portions of Pico Blvd: 
405 Freeway to Midvale Ave, Glendon Ave to Shelby Ave, Manning Ave to Patricia Ave
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Proposed - Midblock 15' wide sidewalks

Pico Blvd. 405 Fwy. - Patricia Ave.

street cross sections   

From 405 Freeway to Patricia Ave
Typical Midblock Location

existinG proposed

PICO BLVD
Street Designation: Avenue I
Mobility Plan 2035 Network Designation: Transit Enhanced Network (TEN)
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As of the date of this document, 10’ sidewalk widths exist on the following portions of Pico Blvd: 
Midvale Ave to Glendon Ave, Selby Ave to Manning Ave.

street cross sections   

From Selby Ave to Manning Ave
corner Location at Overland Ave

existinG proposed
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PICO BLVD
Street Designation: Avenue I
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*Additional sidewalk area needed to meet the standard sidewalk width per Mobility Plan 2035 may be provided 
through setbacks on private property.
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Existing view facing north.

Proposed median with trees and low-growing planting.

iLLustrative sKetcHes

Between Kelton Ave and Midvale Ave
Midblock Location

existinG proposed
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iLLustrative sKetcHes

Existing view looking south at the intersection from Overland Avenue.

Proposed median on Overland Avenue would create a “gateway” that signifies to road users a transition into neighborhood streets.

existinG proposed

At Overland Ave
Looking south from overland ave
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5.3 motor avenue
The Motor Ave segment spans from Venice Blvd to the I-10 Freeway. 
Motor Ave’s street designation is a Modified Avenue II, which calls for 
the following standard street dimensions: 86’ wide roadway and 12’ 
wide sidewalks. Where the streetscape segment’s existing right-of-way 
condition already meets its standard street dimension, future right-of-
way improvements should continue to prioritize the Mobility Plan 2035’s 
policies of providing wider sidewalks and carefully considering the overall 
implications of any future road widenings. The Motor Ave segment is also 
designated on the Mobility Plan 2035’s Bicycle Enhanced Network, which 
envisions this portion of Motor Ave as an important corridor for bicycle 
improvements.  

Proposed improvements are illustrated  in the following subsections: 

streetscape eLements describes the trees, low-growing plants, 
street lighting and street furniture styles selected by the community.

iLLustrative pLan vieW shows the approximate location of street 
trees, tree wells, pedestrian-scale street lights, and bus stops. Potential 
study locations of new landscaped medians, marked crossings, curb ex-
tensions, and gateway treatments are also labeled, if preliminarily envi-
sioned through this Streetscape Plan.

street cross sections illustrate the typical existing condition and 
proposed future conditions at typical locations along a block.

iLLustrative sKetcHes show photo simulations and/or conceptual 
renderings of potential improvements.

street tree.
Koelreuteria bipinnata
Chinese Flame
Type: Deciduous
Origin: China
Height: 30 to 40 feet
Spread: 30 to 40 feet
Form: round headed 
Spacing: 25 to 35 feet 
Flowers: yellow - summer
Fruits: Showy orange   
 capsules  - fall
Water: relatively drought 

tolerant once  
established in big 
tree well (WUCOLS 
Moderate)

Growth rate: Moderate

streetscape eLements

Street Tree on Key cross Streets*
Lyonothamnus floribundus subsp. 
asplenifolius 
Catalina Ironwood
Type: Evergreen
Origin: California
Height: 30 to 40 feet
Spread: 20 to 30 feet
Form: Columnar 
Spacing: 30 feet 
Flowers: Inconspicuous
Water: Drought tolerant 

(WUCOLS Low)
Growth rate: Moderate 

* desired by the Palms 
Neighborhood Council

Trash Receptacles and Seating
A family of seating and trash 
receptacles such as the Landscape 
Forms Presidio in green (or approved 
equal per DPW).  The BID or individual 
property owners would be required 
to maintain these furnishings.

pedestrian Lights
Historic replica street lights and 
poles with a single luminaire (or 
approved equal per DPW). 
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Illustrative Low-Growing Plant Pallette
Low-growing plants should exhibit visual 
characteristics similar to the plants in 
the illustrative photos. Plant  selections 
should require very low to moderate 
levels of water.  All plant selections are 
subject to BSS review and approval. The 
following species are examples of the 
types of plants envisioned:

All locations:
Achillea millifolium
Aloe ‘Grassy Lassie’
Arctotis ‘Magenta’, ‘Pumpkin Pie’
Rosmarinus ‘Huntington Carpet’
Lantana ‘Gold rush’
Lomondra ‘Breeze’
Phormium ‘Jack Spratt’
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The diagram represents potential study locations for the following improvements:

NOTE: These plans view drawings are conceptual and meant for illustrative purposes. They do not represent construction-level engineering plans.
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The diagram represents potential study locations for the following improvements:
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NOTE: These plans view drawings are conceptual and meant for illustrative purposes. They do not represent construction-level engineering plans.
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street cross sections    

62' roadway

86' right-of-way

12' sidewalk12' sidewalk
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bike
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bike
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 9'
buf-
fer
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southboundparking parking
travel lane

northbound
travel lane

2-way center or
left turn lane

Adjacent to
commercial

Adjacent to
residential or
mixed use

0' 16'10'0' 16'10'

62' roadway

80' right-of-way**

9' sidewalk*9' sidewalk*

northbound
travel lane

southbound
travel lane

8' 8'
parking parking

11' 11'7' 7'
bike
lane

bike
lane

10'
2-way center or

left turn lane

Adjacent to
commercial/

mixed use
Adjacent to
residential

Existing typical midblock

Motor Avenue north of Venice Blvd.

   * Sidewalks are 14’ wide in some locations.
** right-of-way is 85’ or 88’ in some locations.

From 10 Freeway to venice Blvd
Typical Midblock Location

existinG proposed

MOTOr AVE
Street Designation: Avenue II
Mobility Plan 2035 Network Designation: Bicycle Enhanced Network (BEN)
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   * Sidewalks are 14’ wide in some locations.
** right-of-way is 85’ or 88’ in some locations.   

street cross sections    

From 10 Freeway to venice Blvd
Typical Bus Stop Location at corners

existinG proposed
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12' sidewalk12' sidewalk

northbound
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southbound
travel lane
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left turn lane

Adjacent to
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15’
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Existing typical bus stop

Motor Avenue north of Venice Blvd.

MOTOr AVE
Street Designation: Avenue II
Mobility Plan 2035 Network Designation: Bicycle Enhanced Network (BEN)
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Existing view of a typical midblock location looking north.

Proposed long-term view of the same location with potential protected bike lanes. The type of buffer would ultimately be determined by LADOT.

iLLustrative sKetcHes  

From 10 Freeway to venice Blvd
Typical Midblock Location

existinG proposed
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Existing view in front of the post office looking north. 

Future view of the same location with a potential midblock crosswalk and pedestrian street lights. This photo rendering assumes the existing bike lane is present.  

iLLustrative sKetcHes  

From 10 Freeway to venice Blvd
Typical Midblock Location

existinG proposed
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Trash Receptacles and Seating
A family of seating and trash 
receptacles such as the Landscape 
Forms Presidio in Bronze (or 
approved equal per DPW).   

5.4 centineLa avenue 
The Centinela Ave streetscape segment in this Plan spans from Washington 
Blvd to Jefferson Blvd. Centinela Avenue’s street designation is a Modified 
Avenue II, which calls for varying modified standard street dimensions 
along the length of the corridor. Per this specific modified Avenue II 
designation, roadway dimensions on this segment of Centinela Ave would 
range from 66’-wide to 84’-wide, and sidewalk dimensions would range 
from 10’-wide to 12’-wide depending on the stretch of the corridor. 
Where the streetscape segment’s existing right-of-way condition already 
meets its standard street dimension, future right-of-way improvements 
should continue to prioritize the Mobility Plan 2035’s policies of providing 
wider sidewalks and carefully considering the overall implications of any 
future road widenings. The Centinela segment is also designated on the 
Mobility Plan 2035’s Transit Enhanced Network, which envisions Centinela 
Ave as an important corridor for transit improvements. A portion of this 
segment is also designated on the Mobility Plan 2035’s Neighborhood 
Enhanced Network, which envisions a portion of Centinela Ave as an 
important corridor for neighborhood bicycle access and mobility. The 
portion of Centinela Ave from south of the 90 Freeway to Jefferson Blvd is 
under LA County jurisdiction. On this portion of County right-of-way, this 
Streetscape Plan presents an opportunity for the City to coordinate with 
the County on joint grant applications to fund streetscape improvements 
that will benefit both residents and road users in both jurisdictions.

Proposed improvements are illustrated  in the following subsections: 

streetscape eLements describes the trees, low-growing plants, 
street lighting and street furniture styles selected by the community.

iLLustrative pLan vieW shows the approximate location of street 
trees, tree wells, pedestrian-scale street lights, and bus stops. Potential 
study locations of new landscaped medians, marked crossings, curb ex-
tensions, and gateway treatments are also labeled, if preliminarily envi-
sioned through this Streetscape Plan.

street cross sections illustrate the typical existing condition and 
proposed future conditions at typical locations along a block.

iLLustrative sKetcHes show photo simulations and/or conceptual 
renderings of potential improvements.

streetscape eLements

street tree in commercial areas
Koelreuteria paniculata
Goldenrain Tree

Type: Deciduous
Origin: China
Height: 25 to 35 feet
Spread: 20 to 30 feet
Form: round headed 
Spacing: 25 to 35 feet 
Flowers: yellow - summer
Fruits: Showy orange   
 capsules  - fall
Water: Drought tolerant 

(WUCOLS Low)
Growth rate: Moderate

median tree
Koelreuteria paniculata
Goldenrain Tree

Type: Deciduous
Origin: China
Height: 25 to 35 feet
Spread: 20 to 30 feet
Form: round headed 
Spacing: 25 to 35 feet 
Flowers: yellow - summer
Fruits: Showy orange   
 capsules  - fall
Water: Drought tolerant 

(WUCOLS Low)
Growth rate: Moderate

Street Tree in Residential Areas
Losphostemon conferta
Brisbane Box
Type: Evergreen
Origin: Australia
Height: 30 to 40 feet
Spread: 20 to 30 feet
Form: Columnar 
Spacing: 30 feet 
Flowers: Inconspicuous
Water: relatively drought 

tolerant once  
established in big 
tree well (WUCOLS 
Moderate)

Growth rate: rapid 
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pedestrian Lights
Based on public outreach results, 
the community’s preference for 
a lighting style varied between 
historic replicas, contemporary 
styles (modified historic or 
traditional) styles, and modern 
styles. Prior to implementation and 
assessment, additional outreach 
should be conducted to determine 
what the preferred lighting style 
should be, per DPW approval.

Illustrative Low-Growing Plant Pallette
Low-growing plants should exhibit visual 
characteristics similar to the plants in 
the illustrative photos. Plant  selections 
should require very low to moderate 
levels of water.  All plant selections are 
subject to BSS review and approval. The 
following species are examples of the 
types of plants envisioned:

All locations:
Achillea millifolium
Aloe ‘Grassy Lassie’
Arctotis ‘Magenta’, ‘Pumpkin Pie’
Rosmarinus ‘Huntington Carpet’
Lantana ‘Gold rush’
Lomondra ‘Breeze’
Phormium ‘Jack Spratt’
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iLLustrative pLan vieW    overvieW
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Existing Midblock

Centinela Blvd. Short Ave. - Stewart Ave.
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Proposed Midblock

Centinela Blvd. Short Ave. - Stewart Ave.

From to Stewart St to Short Ave

street cross sections   

Typical Midblock Location

CENTINELA AVE
Street Designation: Avenue I (Modified)
Mobility Plan 2035 Network Designation: Transit Enhanced Network (TEN); Neighborhood Enhanced Network (NEN)

NOTE: All Centinela Avenue cross sections are looking north.
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CENTINELA AVE
Street Designation: Avenue I (Modified)
Mobility Plan 2035 Network Designation: Transit Enhanced Network (TEN), Neighborhood Enhanced Network (NEN)

*Additional sidewalk area needed to meet the standard sidewalk width per Mobility Plan 2035 may be provided 
through setbacks on private property
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Existing view of southwest corner looking south. 

Proposed view of the same location with marked crosswalks, potential curb extension, a small gathering place, shade trees and pedestrian-scale lights.  

At Gilmore Ave
corner Location

existinG proposed

iLLustrative sKetcHes   
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Proposed view of the same location with shade trees and pedestrian-scale lights.  

Existing view of a midblock bus stop location looking north. 

Between Greene Ave and Walsh Ave
Midblock Location in the commercial Area

existinG proposed

iLLustrative sKetcHes  
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CENTINELA AVE

Existing view north of the 90 Freeway looking north.

Proposed view of the same location with potential landscaped medians and street trees.

At 90 Freeway
Midblock Location

existinG proposed

iLLustrative sKetcHes   
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VENICE BLVD

pedestrian Lights
Historic replica street lights and 
poles with a single luminaire and 
street lights powered by solar 
energy if feasible (or approved 
equal per DPW).

5.5 venice bouLevard
The Venice Blvd segment spans from Lincoln Blvd to Inglewood Blvd. 
Venice Blvd’s street designation is a Boulevard II. Because of Venice 
Blvd’s unique historic character as a divided highway (i.e., its right-of-
way is atypically wide and contains a median), the City’s Standard Plan 
for Standard Street Dimensions exempts this portion of Venice Blvd from 
having to meet its standard street dimension with respect to roadway 
width (see Footnote 10 in Standard Plan S-470-1). Where the streetscape 
segment’s existing right-of-way condition already meets its standard 
street dimension, future right-of-way improvements should continue to 
prioritize the Mobility Plan 2035’s policies of providing wider sidewalks 
and carefully considering the overall implications of any future road 
widenings. The Venice Blvd segment is also designated on the Mobility 
Plan 2035’s Bicycle Enhanced Network and Transit Enhanced Network, 
which envisions Venice Blvd as an important corridor for both bicycle and 
transit improvements.  

Proposed improvements are illustrated  in the following subsections: 

streetscape eLements describes the trees, low-growing plants, 
street lighting and street furniture styles selected by the community.

iLLustrative pLan vieW shows the approximate location of street 
trees, tree wells, pedestrian-scale street lights, and bus stops. Potential 
study locations of landscaped median treatments, marked crossings, curb 
extensions, and gateway treatments are also labeled, if preliminarily envi-
sioned through this Streetscape Plan.

street cross sections illustrate the typical existing condition and 
proposed future conditions at typical locations along a block.

iLLustrative sKetcHes show photo simulations and/or conceptual 
renderings of potential improvements.

streetscape eLements

Street Tree in Residential Areas
Podocarpus Gracilior
Fern Pine

Type: Evergreen
Origin: Africa
Height: 40+ feet
Spread: 20-40 feet
Form: Oval or rounded 

Shape
Spacing: 30-35 feet
Flowers: Flowers 

inconspicuous. 
Water: Medium water needs 

during establishment; 
Mildly drought 
tolerant

Growth rate: Moderate to fast

median trees
Existing Centinela - Inglewood
Tipuana tipu (Tipu)

Beethoven - Centinela
Hesperocyparis macropcarpa 
Monterey Cypress 
Type: Conifer
Origin: California
Height: 40 to 50 feet
Spread: 20 to 30 feet
Form: Columnar 
Spacing: 30+ feet 
Flowers: Inconspicuous
Water: Drought tolerant
 (WUCOLS Low)
Growth rate: Moderate 

street tree in commercial areas
Handroanthus impetiginosus
Pink Trumpet

Type: Deciduous
Origin: Argentina and Brazil
Height: 20-40 feet
Spread: 20-40 feet
Form: generally rounded
 and spreading
Spacing: 30-35 feet
Flowers: Very showy,  
 trumpet shaped 
 lavender pink flowers
Water: Drought tolerant 
 when mature.
Growth rate: Fast in juvenile stages, 
 then moderate
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Stormwater collection
Potential median treatment that 
collects and infiltrates or treats 
runoff. 

If feasible, medians can have a slight 
swale that collect and infiltrate 
runoff to water trees and low-
growing planting.  If soil, geologic 
and groundwater conditions allow 
for additional infiltration, runoff 
from the street can be infiltrated 
as well.

Movable or Fixed Seating
There was a desire by the 
community to have individual seats 
in casual groupings, either movable 
or fixed to the sidewalk. This feature 
would  add unique character to 
the streetscape environment, but 
would require approval from DPW 
with respect to permitting and 
maintenance.

upgraded receptacles
There was a desire by the 
community to have trash and 
recycling stations with separate 
trash, recycled paper and recycled 
bottle receptacles and solar-
powered compactors.

Also shown are the solar-powered 
trash/recycling stations installed 
by the City to date, which include 
a single receptacle for all recycling.

upgraded Seating
Artist-designed seating was desired 
by the community. This feature 
would  add unique character to 
the streetscape environment, but 
would require approval from DPW 
with respect to permitting and 
maintenance.

Illustrative Low-Growing Plant Palette
Low-growing plants should exhibit visual 
characteristics similar to the plants in 
the illustrative photos. Plant  selections 
should require very low to moderate 
levels of water.  All plant selections are 
subject to BSS review and approval. The 
following species are examples of the 
types of plants envisioned:
 
Existing on Medians between Inglewood Blvd 
and Centinela Ave:
Lantana - yellow trailing
Rosmarinus - shrub form
Festuca glauca

Existing on Medians between Beethoven Ave 
and Centinela Ave:
Agave desmetiana
Aloe striata
Hesperaloe parviflora
Eriogonum umbellatum
Verbena lilacina ‘de la Mina’
Iris douglasiana      
Festuca californica 
Carex divulsa  

Trash Receptacles and Seating
A family of seating and trash 
receptacles such as the Landscape 
Forms Presidio (or approved equal 
per DPW).  
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The diagram represents potential study locations for the following improvements:

NOTE: These plans view drawings are conceptual and meant for illustrative purposes. They do not represent construction-level engineering plans.
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existing median

iLLustrative pLan vieW    

NOTE: These plans view drawings are conceptual and meant for illustrative purposes. They do not represent construction-level engineering plans.

The diagram represents potential study locations for the following improvements:
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iLLustrative pLan vieW    Zoomed seLection 1

NOTE: These plans view drawings are 
conceptual and meant for illustrative 
purposes. They do not represent 
construction-level engineering plans.
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VENICE BLVD

iLLustrative pLan vieW    Zoomed seLection 2

NOTE: These plans view drawings are 
conceptual and meant for illustrative 
purposes. They do not represent 
construction-level engineering plans.
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VENICE BLVD

From Walgrove Ave to centinela Ave
Typical Midblock Location

0' 16'10'0' 16'10'

157-160' right-of-way

23-26' sidewalk22-26' sidewalk
108' roadway

westbound
travel lane

eastbound
travel lane

8' 10'11' 11'
parking

lane
westbound
travel lane

eastbound
travel lane

11'5'
bike
lane

eastbound
travel lane

10' 8'
parking

lane
westbound
travel lane

11' 5'
bike
lane

Adjacent to
residential

Adjacent to
commercial

16' raised median

18'

Existing except approaching intersections with left-turn lanes
Venice Blvd. Beethoven St. - Centinela Ave.

existinG

street cross sections  

VENICE BLVD
Street Designation: Boulevard II
Mobility Plan 2035 Network Designation: Transit Enhanced Network (TEN); Bicycle Enhanced Network (BEN)

proposed

0' 16'10'0' 16'10'

157-160' right-of-way

22-26' sidewalk
108' roadway

22-26' sidewalk

westbound
travel lane

eastbound
travel lane

4' 10'10'
eastbound
travel lane

11' 10'
westbound
travel lane

11'
westbound
travel lane

 6’
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4'
buffer

8'
parking

8'
parking

lane

 6’
bike
lane

eastbound
travel lane

10'

Adjacent to
residential

Adjacent to
commercial

10'
8' median

with stormwater
infiltration if feasible

Cycle Track Option (narrow raised median to 12)' - except approaching intersections with left-turn lanes
Venice Blvd. L-W



5-49LIVABLE BOULEVARDS STREETSCAPE PLAN  CITY OF LOS ANGELES

VENICE BLVD

0' 16'10'0' 16'10'

131-143' right-of-way
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travel lane
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Adjacent to
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Adjacent to
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Existing except approaching intersections with left-turn lanes
Venice Blvd. Centinela Ave. - Inglewood Blvd.

From centinela Ave to Inglewood Blvd
Typical Midblock Location

street cross sections  

VENICE BLVD
Street Designation: Boulevard II
Mobility Plan 2035 Network Designation: Transit Enhanced Network (TEN); Bicycle Enhanced Network (BEN)
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existinG proposed
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VENICE BLVD

View of existing median looking west.

Potential median with stormwater infiltration swale and native planting with irrigation. An existing me-
dian infilration treatment on Western Heritage Way in the City of LA can be looked at as an example.

iLLustrative sKetcHes

Between Wade St and Beethoven Ave
Midblock Location

existinG proposed
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VENICE BLVD

Pedestrian amenities such as street trees can enhance the streetscape environment. They can be pruned up above business signs to ensure the visibility of businesses.

View of sidewalk and roadway looking west.

iLLustrative sKetcHes

Between Grand view Blvd and centinela Ave
Midblock Location

existinG proposed
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APPENDIX A

appendix a 
street widths

STREET SEGmENT
CURRENT DImENSIONS(1) (3) STREET DESIGNATION 

PER  CITY OF LA 
MOBILITY PLAN 2035

mOBILITY PLAN
NETWORK

PROPOSED DImENSIONS (3) (4)

S’WALK(2) ROADWAY ROW S’WALK(2)(5) ROADWAY ROW

pico Green.   Pico Blvd from Centinela Ave to Exposition Blvd. 15’ 70’ 100’ Avenue I Transit Enhanced Network
Bicycle Lane Network 15’ 70’ 100’

pico patricia.   Pico Blvd from I-405 to Patricia Ave. 15’ 70’ 100’ Avenue I Transit Enhanced Network
Bicycle Lane Network 15’ 70’ 100’

pico patricia.   Pico Blvd from Selby Ave to Manning Ave. 10’ 80’ 100’ Avenue I Transit Enhanced Network
Bicycle Lane Network 15’ 80’ 100’

Motor ave.   I-10 to Venice Blvd. 9’ 62’ 80’ Avenue II Modified Bicycle Enhanced Network 12’ 62’ 86’

centinela ave.   Stewart St to Short Ave 8’ 66’ 82’ Avenue I Modified Transit Enhanced Network
Bicycle Lane Network

Neighborhood Enhanced Network

10’ 66’ 86’

centinela ave.   Culver Blvd to Milton St. 5’ (west) 
12’ (east) 66’ 83’ Avenue I Modified 8’ (west)

12’ (east) 66’ 86’

venice blvd.   Walgrove Ave to Centinela Ave. 22’ to 26’ 108’ 157’ to 160’ Boulevard II
Transit Enhanced Network
Bicycle Enhanced Network

Existing ROW dimensions to remain 
intact per Footnote #10 in  BOE’s 
Standard Plan S-470-1 exempting 
Divided Highways, such as Venice 
Blvd, from having to meet their street 
designation’s right-of-way dimensions 
and any dedication shall be no more 
than is necessary to meet the sidewalk 
width of the designation.

venice blvd.   Centinela Ave to Inglewood Blvd. 12’ to 16’ 108’ 131’ to 143’ Boulevard II

Notes:

(1) The number or range indicated represents a typical existing dimension as of the adoption date of this plan. Sidewalk, roadway, and right-of-way dimensions may vary at intersections and other locations. 
All dimensions are approximate and should be field verified and should not be used for engineering purposes. LADOT’s signing and striping plans, GIS parcel maps and Google aerials were used for roadway, 
sidewalk, and right-of-way widths.

(2) Sidewalk includes both walkway and tree well or parkway area.

(3) Proposed sidewalk and roadway width may vary from the dimensions indicated, at intersections and other locations, due to existing conditions. 

(4) Additional sidewalk area needed to meet the standard sidewalk width per Mobility Plan 2035 may be provided through setbacks on private property.

(5) If current sidewalk widths are determined to be greater than the proposed width sidewalk indicated, the current sidewalk dimension shall be maintained to provide a wider walkway for pedestrians.

This appendix is provided for informational purposes only. The Bureau of Engineering’s website NavigateLA (navigate.lacity.org) details the street standards for the streets listed below and should be referenced for street standards.
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APPENDIX B

Appendix B provides additional information about specific aspirational 
streetscape elements that either require a special application process 
with the City (i.e., parklets, People St plazas, public art installations) or 
require further environmental review and interdepartmental coordina-
tion prior to implementation (i.e., protected bicycle lanes). This appendix 
provides general information about these treatments and, in the case of 
protected bicycle lanes, provides aspirational cross sections illustrating 
preliminary design concepts for safer bicycle facilities.

Appendix B is organized into the following:

• People St Parklets & Plazas
• Protected Bicycle Lanes
• Aspirational Cross Sections
• Public Art Opportunities

appendix b 
aspirational eleMents

This rendering shows how curb extensions can be used to repurpose excess roadway, provide additional public 
space for pedestrians, and shorten pedestrian crossing distances.

The above rendering illustrates a parking protected bicycle lane with a raised concrete buffer separating the bicycle 
lane and parking lane. Prior to implementation, a protected bike lane requires interagency coordination between City 
departments, community outreach, and potential environmental study.
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APPENDIX B

people st parKlets & plaZas

parklets
A parklet is an temporary, interim expansion of the sidewalk into one or 
more on-street parking spaces to create people-oriented places. Parklets 
introduce new streetscape features such as seating, planting, bicycle 
parking, or elements of play. Parklets encourage pedestrian activity by 
offering these human-scale “eddies in the stream,” which is especially 
beneficial in areas that lack sufficient sidewalk width or access to public 
space. Currently, parklets in the on-street parking lane can be applied for 
through the LADOT People St program (www.peoplest.lacity.org). 

pedestrian plaza
A People Street Pedestrian Plaza creates accessible public open space by 
closing a portion of street to vehicular traffic. A colorful, patterned treat-
ment is applied to the street surface; while large planters and other ele-
ments define the Plaza perimeter. The Community Partner maintains and 
operates the Plaza, providing movable tables and chairs, public programs, 
and ongoing neighborhood outreach. People Street Pedestrian Plazas 
must remain publicly accessible at all times. People Street Pedestrian Pla-
zas are temporary, interim treatments. A permanent installaton is the ulti-
mate goal. Currently, pedestrian plazas can be applied for under LADOT’s 
People St program (www.peoplest.lacity.org).  

bicycle corrals
A bicycle corral provides ample bicycle parking by repurposing a few 
on-street parking spaces for. They provide convenient access to bicycle 
facilities on streets with bike lanes or sharrows. Currently, bicycle corrals 
can be applied for through LADOT’s People St program (www.peoplest.
lacity.org).
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APPENDIX B

As part of its Bicycle Enhanced Network, Mobility Plan 2035 envisions 
fully separated, protected bicycle lanes (also known as cycle tracks) on 
Motor Ave and Venice Blvd. Protected bike lanes are typically located 
adjacent to the curb and include a physical buffer separating the bicycle 
lane from vehicle traffic. This configuration provides a higher level of 
comfort and safety than a striped bicycle lane, which is currently present 
along both street segments. Throughout the public outreach process for 
this Plan, community members expressed support for converting existing 
bicycle lanes on Motor Avenue and on Venice Boulevard to protected bike 
lanes. At the time this document was written, LADOT implemented a pilot 
project for a protected bicycle lane on Venice Blvd in Mar Vista. 

There are multiple benefits to improving the bicycling network 
and providing fully separated bicycle lanes. Many other cities have 
demonstrated an increase in bicycle ridership and a decrease in traffic 
delay when street calming features such as protected bicycle lanes get 
installed. In addition, bicycling has positive benefits for public health, 
environmental health, and local businesses.

Design elements unique to protected bike lanes include the following: 

Type of Protected Buffer
By locating bicycle lanes between the curb and the parking lane, the 
parking lane acts as a protective buffer. The separation between the 
bicycle lane and parking lane can take a variety of forms, including, but 
not limited to, striping, flexible bollards, raised concrete buffers and 
landscaped buffers. The buffer’s design should consider how it will 
integrate on-street parking, ADA accessibility, and access for emergency 
response vehicles. LADOT, in coordination with DPW, will ultimately 
have the final authority on the design of the bikeway and its buffer. 

Design Guidance at Signalized Intersections
Where feasible, the physical separation between traffic and bicycles 
should extend to the intersection, which would involve an additional 
traffic signal phase specifically for bicyclists and pedestrians while 
people in motor vehicles would be prohibited from making turns. As an 
alternative, the separation can be dropped approaching the intersection 
and the bike lane can be treated as a standard bike lane. LADOT, in 
coordination with DPW, will ultimately have the final authority on the 
design of the bikeway as it approaches intersections.

design Guidance at bus stops
At bus stops, the raised buffer should be able to accommodate transit 
boardings and alightings. Where the bus can stop in-line with traffic, the 
bus stop can widen into the parking lane and the bike lane can continue 
in a straight line adjacent to the curb. A proper landing for ADA access 
should be factored into any design. In coordination with DPW, LADOT 
will ultimately have the final authority on the design of the bikeway as 
it interacts with bus stops.

Plastic flexible bollards separate parked vehicles and the bike lane

Raised curb with a paved surface can buffer bikes from vehicles.

A raised curb with permeable, planted surface can infiltrates street runoff.

On Reseda Blvd, the protected buffer is dropped at intersections where bikes 
and cars share a “mixing zone” marked with green paint.

Alternatively, a protected bicycle lane could continue through the 
intersection,where protection is most critical, with the addition of a protected 
pedestrian/bike signal cycle.

protected bicYcle lanes
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During the community outreach and interdepartmental coordination phases of this Streetscape Plan effort, members of 
the public, as well as staff from City Departments, expressed interest in reconfiguring select roadway segments to devote a 
greater share of the existing right-of-way to bicycle facilities in order to prioritize bicyclists’ safety. A number of conceptual 
cross sections have been prepared in this appendix to demonstrate how protected bicycle lanes could be accomplished 
in the future. In order to achieve the vision laid out in the cross sections, a vehicle travel lane, two-way center turn lane, 
or parking lane would need to be removed. Such roadway reconfigurations are supported by the policy vision established 
by MP 2035 but would require further interdepartmental study to determine the feasibility and design details. Additional 
environmental analysis may also be required.

The following conceptual cross sections and plans are provided:

• Venice Blvd - Typical Midblock Location
• Motor Avenue (Option 1) - Typical Midblock Location 
• Motor Avenue (Option 2) - Typical Midblock Location

Compared to the cross section presented in this plan, this conceptual option for Motor Ave would involve 
reconfiguring the existing two-way center turn lane into wider bicycle lanes (7-feet instead of 5-feet) and 
wider buffers (4-feet instead of 3-feet) to provide a safer, more comfortable bicycling experience.

Compared to the cross section presented in this plan, this conceptual option for Motor Ave would involve 
reconfiguring the southbound on-street parking lane into wider bicycle lanes (7-feet instead of 5-feet) 
and wider buffers (4-feet instead of 3-feet) to provide a safer, more comfortable bicycling experience.

MoTor ave (oPTIon 1)

MoTor ave (oPTIon 2)
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130-140' right-of-way

11-16' sidewalk* 11-16' sidewalk*

westbound
travel lane

eastbound
travel lane

8' 10'11' 11'
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infiltration if feasible

Cycle track and two travel lanes each way except approaching intersections with left-turn lanes

Venice Blvd. L-W
(Dimensons as proposed by Great Streets)

venice blvd

Compared to the cross section presented in this plan, this conceptual option for Venice Blvd at midblock locations would involve 
reconfiguring one travel lane in each direction into wider bicycle lanes (8-feet instead of 6-feet) and wider buffers (5-feet 
instead of 4-feet) to provide a safer, more comfortable bicycling experience.

aspirational cross sections
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Public art contributes to the vibrancy of any streetscape environment. 
The streetscape plan encourages public art as a way to promote and in-
crease visual interest on the street. 

For example, during outreach efforts to the Del Rey community, potential 
public art elements and shade structures were conceptually envisioned 
by some members of the community. The art elements are inspired by 
features that would have been seen historically and are present today 
along Centinela Ave. The conceptual shade structures are inspired by the 
history of the area as a floodplain. These concepts, and any public art 
installation in general, would require an application with and approval by 
the Bureau of Engineering and the Dept of Cultural Affairs to ensure that 
they meet all the applicable requirements.

example at Culver Blvd and Walsh ave
on public rights of way

public art opportunities 
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This appendix describes existing conditions along each street segment, 
including:

• A narrative summary of the history and existing conditions of the 
Streetscape Plan’s segments

• Relevant plans and programs adopted by the City of Los Angeles

• Photographs illustrating the existing conditions and characteristics 
relevant to the Streetscape Plan

segment   page
Pico Green   C-2

Pico Patricia   C-10
  
 
Motor Avenue   C-16 

Centinela Avenue   C-22 

Venice Boulevard   C-28

Sources: Esri, HERE, DeLorme, Intermap, increment P Corp., GEBCO, USGS, FAO, NPS, NRCAN, GeoBase,
IGN, Kadaster NL, Ordnance Survey, Esri Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), swisstopo, MapmyIndia, ©
OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User Community, Esri, HERE, DeLorme, MapmyIndia, ©
OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS user community

Exhibit 1. Location Map
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C.1 PICo Green - exISTInG ConDITIonS

history
In 2008, with assistance from Council District 11, the West Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Council (WLANC) hired Katherine Spitz Associates, 
Inc. Landscape Architecture to assist the community in improving the 
pedestrian experience and enhancing the visual appearance of the Pico 
Blvd corridor between the 405 Freeway and 10 Freeway.  A series of 
public meetings with business and property owners were held in 2008 
and 2009 to identify community preferences and priorities and to create 
a streetscape vision. The vision focused on “greening” the street, both 
with street trees and median planting and with increased stormwater 
infiltration in the parkways and medians. 

Building upon the vision articulated in the community’s original concept 
plan, Department of City Planning staff conducted public outreach 
efforts in 2013 to further refine the community’s preferences regarding 
streetscape improvements. The results of this public outreach effort, 
coupled with the concepts drawn from the community’s original concept 
plan, have informed the content of the Livable Boulevards Streetscape 
Plan.

relevant plans and programs
Plans and programs relevant to the surrounding community along this 
segment of Pico Boulevard were reviewed as part of understanding the 
policy and regulatory context for this Streetscape Plan.

west los angeles community plan
The West Los Angeles Community Plan is one of thirty-five distinct 
community plans in the City that comprise the City’s Land Use Element 
of the General Plan. The community plan provides physical growth and 
development policies that encourage sustainable land use practices 
while balancing the unique character of individual communities.

The abutting properties along the segment of Pico Boulevard, from 
Centinela Ave to the 405 freeway, are primarily designated for General 
Commercial uses but also include a small number of parcels designated 
for Limited Industrial uses between Federal Ave and Colby Ave; and 
Medium Residential uses around where the Expo Line meets the 405 
Freeway.

west pico boulevard community design overlay district
The West Pico Community Design Overlay District is a Supplemental Use 
District that identifies portions of Westwood Boulevard, Pico Boulevard, 
and Overland Avenue as Pedestrian Oriented Streets. 

The purpose of the West Pico Boulevard CDO is to ensure that 
development on Pico Boulevard and the adjoining industrial areas takes 
place in accordance with the urban design policies contained in the 
Community Plans; policies that envision a more pedestrian-oriented, 
visually cohesive, and economically viable neighborhood.

West Los angeles Transportation and Mitigation Specific Plan
The West Los Angeles Transportation and Mitigation Specific Plan was 
adopted by ordinance (Ordinance No. 171,492) in March of 1997. The 
intent of the specific plan is to provide a mechanism to fund specific 
transportation improvements that help mitigate transportation impacts 
generated by new development within the specific plan area.  

As of the time of this streetscape plan preparation, the West Los Angeles 
Transportation and Mitigation Specific Plan is being updated through 
the Westside Mobility Plan study and may result in the establishment of 
new/or updated Transportation Impact Assessment Fees and an updated 
list of transportation improvements that may be funded through the fee 
program.

Summary of existing Conditions
The Pico Green segment is a commercial corridor comprised of 
predominantly one or two story buildings built to the front property line. 
The corridor also includes a handful of strip malls, off-street parking lots, 
and more recently developed three-to-four story residential buildings. 
Uses on the street include retail storefronts, restaurants, neighborhood 
services, office space, auto repair shops, a big box retail electronics 
store, a charter school, an animal shelter, a public storage facility, and a 
warehousing facility. 

The Metro Expo Line has two transit stations, at Bundy and at Sepulveda, 
within walking distance of the western and eastern end of the Pico Green 
segment, respectively.



C-3LIVABLE BOULEVARDS STREETSCAPE PLAN  CITY OF LOS ANGELES

APPENDIX C

Looking west on Pico Boulevard at Sawtelle Boulevard  with older small-scale storefront buildings on the south side and new 
larger scale development set back from the sidewalk on the north side, and the elevated Expo Line crossing the street.

GatewaY ends oF the seGMent

Looking east on Pico Boulevard at Centinela Boulevard (just east of the 405 Freeway) with older small-scale storefront 
buildings on the south side and new residential development on the north side..

Middle seGMent

The roadway is typically 70 feet wide with two travel lanes and full-time on-street parking in each direction with a continuous center turn lane, which can accommodate medians in some midblock locations.  Buildings are typically one or two story commercial 
storefronts with entrances along the sidewalk and limited parking behind.  Some segments have more street trees than others.
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Sidewalks are typically 15 feet wide and can accommodate 1) large tree wells or 
parkways to support healthy trees that provide more environmental benefits, 2) 
a walkway and 3) outdoor dining or seating.   

overall sidewalK character

Other blocks have few or no street trees or other pedestrian facilities.

Some blocks between Gateway Boulevard and Bundy Avenue have somewhat 
consistent tree canopy that provides shade and scale.

Even outdoor dining extends well into the walkway zone can be accommodated, 
as long as there is a clear path of travel per BOE’s standards.  On a street like 
Pico with low to moderate pedestrian volumes, dining can activate the street.
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Storefront buildings with local businesses on the north side of the street along 
much of the street segment west of Federal Avenue.

 character oF developMent

There are some new 45-foot tall buildings, both office and residential.

New four to five story residential development at the west end of the street 
segment.

Big box retail and other large-scale buildings at the east end of the street 
segment.

A few strip malls and freestanding buildings with parking lots on the side

Similar storefront buildings with local businesses on the south side of the street 
in the same street segment.
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Crosswalks at signalized intersections are striped with a single white line on 
either side. 

street crossinGs

Unsignalized and midblock crosswalks are marked with ladder striping.  At school crossings, crosswalks are painted yellow.

Crossings are longer on diagonally-oriented streets, which presents challenges 
for pedestrians when confronted with vehicles making turns at higher speeds.

Crosswalks at most unsignalized intersections on Pico Boulevard are unmarked. Several cross streets have atypical concrete crosswalks.
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In some locations, property owners have paved the tree wells. In others, property or business owners have planted grasses, perennials or 
groundcover to add interest.

Historically the 15-foot wide sidewalks were divided into wide parkways 
that could support larger, healthier street trees, and walkways for moderate 
pedestrian volumes.

parKwaY conditions

A wider sidewalk is provided for this newer development. There are smaller tree wells adjacent to newer commercial development.

There are a few locations with parkways or big tree wells.
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London Plane tree are the predominant species on this segment of Pico Boulevard.  London Planes have a strong central leader (trunk) that grows quickly so 
their canopies can be pruned up above business signs after only a few years, and open canopies that provide dappled light rather than dense shade.  Their 
roots typically do not uplift the sidewalk, especially if they are planted in medium to large tree wells or parkways.

london plane and caliFornia sYcaMore trees canopY pruninG

Native California Sycamores, a relative of the London Plane, are typically not planted as street trees in the City of Los Angeles because of their size and 
traditional multi-trunk growth pattern.  However, Sycamores naturally have a central leader (trunk) and can be trained to be a straight, columnar tree.

These London Planes have been allowed to grow up with a single central leader (or trunk) so 
the canopy is well above business signs.

The two trees on the right been headed back so they no longer have central leaders.  As a 
result, they are small, bushy and block business signs.
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Standard City street lights illuminate Pico Boulevard.

X

street  liGhts and Furniture

Standard City bus benches are located at most bus stops.

There are a few standard City bus shelters.

Standard City bike racks are located throughout the area.

There is an advertising kiosk at each end of the street segment.
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C.2  PICo PaTrICIa - exISTInG ConDITIonS

history
In 2007, with assistance from Council District 5, the Westside 
Neighborhood Council (WNC) hired a landscape architectural firm, 
Kathryn Cerra Associates, to assist the business and property owners on 
Pico Boulevard with improving the pedestrian experience and enhancing 
the visual appearance of the Pico Blvd corridor between the 405 Freeway 
and Patricia Avenue. A series of public meetings with business and 
property owners was held between 2007 and 2010 to identify community 
preferences and priorities, and to create the streetscape guidelines for 
pedestrian enhancements. This outreach and research resulted in a 
community-driven plan called the Pico Boulevard Beautification Plan.

Department of City Planning staff carried over concepts from the 
community’s original concept plan to inform the content of the Livable 
Boulevards Streetscape Plan.

relevant plans and programs
Plans and programs relevant to the surrounding community along this 
segment of Pico Boulevard were reviewed as part of understanding the 
policy and regulatory context for this Streetscape Plan.

west los angeles community plan
The West Los Angeles Community Plan is one of thirty-five distinct 
community plans in the City that comprise the City’s Land Use Element 
of the General Plan. The community plan provides physical growth and 
development policies that encourage sustainable land use practices 
while balancing the unique character of individual communities.

The abutting properties along this segment of Pico Boulevard (from 
the 405 Freeway to Patricia Avenue) are primarily designated for 
Neighborhood Commercial. The Westside Pavilion, a shopping mall at 
Overland Ave, is designated as Community Commercial. A number of 
parcels around Sepulveda Blvd are designated for Light Manufacturing 
uses.    

westwood/pico neighborhood overlay district
The Westwood/Pico Neighborhood Overlay District is a Supplemental 
Use District that identifies portions of Westwood Boulevard, Pico 
Boulevard, and Overland Avenue as Pedestrian Oriented Streets. 

Projects within the district are subject to the development regulations 
that include building frontage requirements, a list of prohibited uses, 
setback requirements, parking area screening requirements, landscaping 
standards, and commercial signage standards that are in addition to 
those set forth in the LAMC.  

West Los angeles Transportation and Mitigation Specific Plan
The West Los Angeles Transportation and Mitigation Specific Plan was 
adopted by ordinance (Ordinance No. 171,492) in March of 1997. The 
intent of the specific plan is to provide a mechanism to fund specific 
transportation improvements that help mitigate transportation impacts 
generated by new development within the specific plan area.  

As of the time of this streetscape plan preparation, the West Los Angeles 
Transportation and Mitigation Specific Plan is being updated through 
the Westside Mobility Plan study and may result in the establishment of 
new/or updated Transportation Impact Assessment Fees and an updated 
list of transportation improvements that may be funded through the fee 
program.

Summary of existing Conditions
The Pico Patricia segment can generally be characterized by three distinct 
neighborhood types: 

(1) Pico Boulevard, between Patricia Avenue and Overland Avenue, 
consists primarily of small, one-story commercial “mom and pop” shops 
and restaurants with a distinct pedestrian-oriented neighborhood village 
character.

(2) The building scale changes increases between Overland Avenue and 
Westwood Boulevard with the presence of the multi-story Westside 
Pavilion. Commercial uses across the street from the Westside Pavilion, 
on the north side of Pico Boulevard, are consistent with the smaller-scale, 
single-story storefront character east of Overland Avenue. 

(3) Industrial uses, interspersed with commercial and institutional uses, 
begin at Bentley Avenue and continue westward to the 405 Freeway. 

The Metro Expo Line’s Westwood Station is located on Westwood Blvd 
less than a third of a mile south of the intersection of Pico Blvd and 
Westwood Blvd. A pedestrian can typically walk from Pico Blvd to the 
Westwood Station in approximately seven minutes.
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Westside Pavilion lines the south side of Pico Boulevard between Westwood Boulevard and 
Overland Avenue.

Small local stores are located along the street across from Westside 
Pavilion and on both sides of the street from Overland Avenue to Patricia 
Avenue.

Bicyclists occasionally ride on the sidewalk.Heavy traffic occurs throughout the day on Pico Boulevard and major cross streets.

While there are some small scale storefront buildings west of Westwood 
Boulevard, the scale is generally larger, with more gaps in the street wall 
(e.g., parking lots).  Shops are generally local, community-serving uses.

There may be opportunities for landscaped medians, where feasible, in places where the 
center turn lane is not striped off from travel.

 character oF developMent

 roadwaY conditions
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Mexican fan palms are too tall to provide shade and scale for pedestrians.  Evergreen and Bradford 
Pear trees have been planted between to provide shade and scale.

Most of the tree wells that were empty in 2010 have been replanted. In 2013 there are only 
a few empty tree wells like this one.

Tree grates require attention to ensure it does not suffocate a tree’s cambium 
layer.

Newer trash receptacles and benches installed in 2013 are coordinated.Street trees are now a combination of existing mature Ficus 
(background) and recently planted Evergreen Pear (foreground) and 
Aristocrat Pear, along with a mix of other species.

streetscape eleMents
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There are a number of Ficus trees on Pico Boulevard 
that have been severely headed  (“butchered”).

 Ficus canopY

 Ficus roots

Once headed, trees will grow back denser - note all the 
multiple branches sprouting at each cut.

When they grow back, the headed trees will be denser 
and smaller and will typically block business signs.

When a Ficus is not headed back, it is less dense and can be more easily 
pruned up above business signs.

When Ficus are planted in small tree wells, their surface roots will 
typically uplift the adjacent sidewalk.

A continuous parkway adjacent to the Zev Yaroslavsky Apartments on 
Pico Boulevard.

A bigger tree well like this one on Pico Boulevard near Patricia 
Avenue.
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  overall sidewalK character

  other trees on pico boulevard

Examples of recently planted Evergreen Pear trees, as 
specified in this Streetscape Plan, east of Overland Avenue.

Examples of recently planted Aristocrat Pear trees west of 
Overland Avenue.

There is one block face lined with Jacarandas on the north side of 
Pico Boulevard east of Westwood Boulevard 

A few Chinese Flame trees have been planted.

The sidewalk east of Overland Avenue is typically 15 feet wide, providing room for a 
walkway, trees, lights and furnishings, and a few tables or chairs.

The sidewalk across from the Westside Pavilion. West of Westwood Boulevard, the sidewalks have been enhanced 
with some new furnishings.
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C.3  MoTor ave - exISTInG ConDITIonS

history
In 2011 and 2012, the Motor Avenue Improvement Association (MAIA), a 
community group in Palms, began work on a streetscape concept plan for 
Motor Ave. MAIA conducted rounds of public outreach and preliminary 
coordination with City departments. In 2013, MAIA met with Department 
of City Planning staff to present their concept plan at a time when Planning 
staff began working on streetscape plans for other Westside segments. 
From there, in 2014, City Planning staff worked with MAIA and conducted 
additional public outreach to the Palms community about streetscape 
improvements. The results of the public outreach, coupled with the 
concepts drawn from the community’s original concept plan, have helped 
to inform the content of the Livable Boulevards Streetscape Plan.

relevant plans and programs
Plans and programs relevant to the surrounding community along this 
segment of Motor Ave were reviewed as part of understanding the policy 
and regulatory context for this Streetscape Plan.

palms-Mar vista-del rey community plan
The West Los Angeles Community Plan is one of thirty-five distinct 
community plans in the City that comprise the City’s Land Use Element 
of the General Plan. The community plan provides physical growth and 
development policies that encourage sustainable land use practices 
while balancing the unique character of individual communities.

The abutting properties along the segment of Motor Ave, from Venice 
Blvd to the I-10 Freeway, are primarily designated for Neighborhood 
Commercial uses and General Commercial uses, with a pocket of parcels 
designated for Limited Commercial uses.

West Los angeles Transportation and Mitigation Specific Plan
The West Los Angeles Transportation and Mitigation Specific Plan was 
adopted by ordinance (Ordinance No. 171,492) in March of 1997. The 
intent of the specific plan is to provide a mechanism to fund specific 
transportation improvements associated with transportation impacts 
generated by new development within the specific plan area.  

As of the time of this streetscape plan preparation, the West Los Angeles 
Transportation and Mitigation Specific Plan is being updated through the 
Westside Mobility Plan study and may result in the establishment of new 
Transportation Impact Assessment Fees and/or update existing fees.

existing Conditions
Between the I-10 Freeway and Venice Blvd Blvd, Motor Ave consists 
of a mix of uses include neighborhood retail storefronts,  multifamily 
complexes, an elementary school, a cultural center, a fire station, a post 
office, a few single family houses, low-scale office buildings. This segment 
of Motor Ave is predominantly a low-scale commercial corridor. However, 
in places, the corridor has instances of mixed-use buildings, multi-family 
residential buildings, and office buildings that range from two to five 
stories.

The Expo Line Palms Station is approximately a third of a mile 
(approximately a 6-8 minute walk) from the intersection of Palms Blvd 
and Motor Ave.
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The 62-foot wide roadway accommodates one travel lane, a seven-foot wide 
bike lane and curbside parking in each direction with a two-way left-turn lane.  

roadwaY sidewalKs

intersections and crosswalKs

Most existing sidewalks are nine feet wide.  Those adjacent commercial or mixed-use development have small 
tree wells (3.5 feet x 3.5 feet), while those adjacent to residential development have continuous parkways.

Sidewalks adjacent to recent development are wider 
with the smaller tree wells.

Portions of the corridors have wider driveways that can presents challenges for 
pedestrians and exiting vehicles.

The intersection at Venice Blvd is striped with continental striping. There are instances with narrower sidewalks that lead into corner curb cuts.
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street trees

Chinese Flame street trees planted in 2009. The Chinese Flame street trees four years later in 2013.
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character oF developMent

Motor Avenue has a mix of residential, commercial and mixed-use development, 
as well as institutional uses including the Post Office, Palms Elementary School, 
Fire Station 43, IMAN Foundation, Windsor Care Center and private schools. 

Older two-story commercial and mixed-use buildings. Older two story apartment building.

A more recent two-story office building with a landscaped setback. More recently constructed five- to six-story residential projects.  The building on the left has some ground floor space designed for commercial uses and two levels of 
visible parking.  The building on the right is all residential with ground-level parking, of which half is lined with common areas with transparent glazing.
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bus stops

street liGhts and Furniture

Street lights are standard LED cobras on concrete poles. Trash receptacles are maintained by the Motor Ave Improvement Association.

Some bus stops have signs and benches. Others have only signs
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C.4  CenTIneLa ave - exISTInG ConDITIonS

history
The Centinela Ave streetscape segment was identified by the City and 
local residents as an opportunity to enhance the streetscape aesthetics 
of one of Del Rey’s neighborhood commercial areas while also improving 
the pedestian environment along the entire corridor. Throughout 2014, 
the Department of City Planning held public outreach events with the 
Del Rey community (including the Neighborhood Council and Residents 
Association) to gather feedback on streetscape preferences on Centinela 
Ave. The results of the outreach helped inform the content of the Livable 
Boulevards Streetscape Plan.

relevant plans and programs
Plans and programs relevant to the surrounding community along this 
segment of Pico Boulevard were reviewed as part of understanding the 
regulatory context for this Streetscape Plan.

palms-Mar vista del rey community plan
The Palms-Mar Vista-Del Rey Community Plan is one of thirty-five distinct 
community plans in the City that comprise the City’s Land Use Element 
of the General Plan. The community plan provides physical growth and 
development policies that encourage sustainable land use practices 
while balancing the unique character of individual communities.

The abutting properties along the segment of Centinela Ave, from the 
Washington Blvd to Jefferson Blvd, are primarily designated for Medium 
Residential uses and Neighborhood Commercial uses, with a small 
pocket of parcels designated for Low Residential uses.

Coastal Transportation Corridor Specific Plan
The Coastal Transportation Corridor Specific Plan was originally adopted 
by ordinance  in 1985 and updated more recently (Ordinance No. 168,999) 
in 1993. The intent of the specific plan is to provide a mechanism to fund 
specific transportation improvements associated with transportation 
impacts generated by new development within the specific plan area.  

As of the time of this streetscape plan preparation, the Coastal 
Transportation Specific Plan is being updated through the Westside 
Mobility Plan study and may result in the establishment of new 
Transportation Impact Assessment Fees and/or update existing fees.

existing Conditions
The Centinela Ave streetscape segment is generally comprised of a mix of 
low-scale residential and commercial uses. The stretch of Centinela from 
Washington Blvd to Short Ave is comprised of one to three story multi-
family buildings and some single family residences. From Short Ave to 
Culver Blvd, there is a row of low-scale commercial storefronts and strip 
malls with neighborhood commercial uses, such as restaurants, shops, 
and services. From Culver Blvd to the 90 Freeway, the most common uses 
are generally low-scale single family and multifamily residences, but with 
some corner commercial uses and a church. South of Ballona Creek and 
the 90 freeway, Centinela Ave is comprised of mostly single family houses. 
As Centinela Ave approaches Playa Vista toward Jefferson, the typical 
uses include low-scale commercial space and an elementary school.
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In the residential district between Washington Boulevard and Short Avenue the 
roadway is typically 66’ wide with two travel lanes and on-street parking in each 
direction and a two-way left-turn lane in the center.

In the commercial district between Short Avenue and Culver Boulevard the 
roadway is 66’ wide with two travel lanes and on-street parking in each direction 
and left-turn lanes in the center.

There are instances where commercial uses abut residential uses.

In the mostly residential district between Culver Boulevard and the 90 Freeway 
the roadway is typically 60’ wide with two travel lanes and on-street parking in 
each direction.

In the mostly residential district between the 90 Freeway and Jefferson 
Boulevard the roadway is typically 84’ wide with two full-time travel lanes  with 
on-street parking and three peak-period travel lanes in each direction.

With the exception of this marked crosswalk near Marina del Rey Middle School, 
marked crosswalks are limited to. Signalized intersection are spaced at 800 to 
2,000 feet.
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sidewalKs

Sidewalks adjacent to the storefronts just south of Washington Boulevard are 
approximately 8’ wide and are paved with small tree wells.

Sidewalks in the residential area between Washington Boulevard and Short 
Avenue. They are 10’ wide with 6’wide walkways and 4’ wide parkways. 
Pedestrian volumes are typically low.

Sidewalks in the shopping district between Short Avenue and Culver Boulevard 
vary from five to 12 feet wide.  In some locations, as in this location on the west 
side of the street, buildings are set back a few additional feet.

Narrow sidewalks on the east side of the street between Short Avenue and 
Culver Boulevard.

Sidewalks in the residential area between Culver Boulevard and the 90 Freeway 
are typically 15’ wide with 10’ parkways and 5’ walkways.  Some walkways, like 
this one, are even narrower.  Pedestrian volumes are typically low.

Most sidewalks between the 90 Freeway and Jefferson Boulevard are 15’ wide, 
but some, like this one in front of Playa Vista Elementary School are narrower.
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character oF developMent

A block of commercial storefront buildings is located just south of Washington 
Boulevard on the west side of the street.  There is a shopping center on the east 
side. Image Source: Google Earth

The remainder of the street segment between Washington Boulevard and Short 
Avenue is predominantly residential, a mix of multi-family and single family 
buildings

Between Short Avenue and Culver Boulevard (three blocks) there are 
commercial storefront buildings on both sides of the street.  They are occupied 
by restaurants and neighborhood shops and services.

The remainder of the street segment between Culver Boulevard and the 90 
Freeway is a mix of multi-family and single family residential uses.

Between the 90 Freeway and Lucille St.,  the predominant use is single-family 
residential.  Between Lucille St. and Jefferson Blvd, there is an elementary school 
and buildings occupied by offices and services. Image Source: Google Earth

There are a few commercial uses at Braddock Drive and the Police Station and 
DWP facility are located on the south side of Culver Boulevard.



C-26 LIVABLE BOULEVARDS STREETSCAPE PLAN  CITY OF LOS ANGELES

APPENDIX C

street trees

There is a mix of trees south of the 90 Freeway, including Hong Kong Orchid, 
Crape Myrtle, and London Plane.  Image Source: Google Earth

Between Washington Boulevard and Culver Boulevard the primary street tree 
is the Brisbane Box (Lophostemon confertus), which was planted in conjunction 
with roadway widening.

The Brisbane Box (Lophostemon confertus) trees were planted in conjunction 
with roadway widening.

bus stops

Between Short Avenue and Culver Boulevard there are a few Bottlebrush trees 
(Callistimom).

Most bus stops have signs and benches. A few have only signs.

There is a bus shelter on the southeast corner at Culver Boulevard.
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C.5  venICe BLvD - exISTInG ConDITIonS

history
In 2008, the Mar Vista Community Council partnered with Katherine 
Spitz Associates to develop a streetscape concept plan for Venice Blvd in 
Mar Vista called “Greening the Boulevard.” In 2014, Mayor Eric Garcetti 
also selected Venice Blvd in Mar Vista as one of 15 streets to be part of 
his Great Streets Initiative, which is a program centered on envisioning 
streets as livable, accessible, and engaging public spaces for people. 
Throughout 2015, Department of City Planning staff coordinated with 
the Mayor’s Great Streets staff and the Mar Vista Community Council’s 
Great Streets Ad-Hoc Committee to coordinate the types of short-term 
and long-term improvements envisioned for Venice Blvd. Department 
of City Planning staff also conducted public outreach to the Mar Vista 
community at community events to gather feedback on streetscape 
preferences. The public outreach results, coordination with the Mayor’s 
Office, and the concepts from the Greening the Boulevard plan all helped 
to inform the content of the Livable Boulevards Streetscape Plan. In 2017, 
LADOT installed a protected bike lane on Venice Blvd as a pilot project.

relevant plans and programs
Plans and programs relevant to the surrounding community along this 
segment of Pico Boulevard were reviewed as part of understanding the 
regulatory context for this Streetscape Plan.

palms-Mar vista del rey community plan
The Palms-Mar Vista-Del Rey Community Plan is one of thirty-five distinct 
community plans in the City that comprise the City’s Land Use Element 
of the General Plan. The community plan provides physical growth and 
development policies that encourage sustainable land use practices 
while balancing the unique character of individual communities.

The abutting properties along the segment of Venice Blvd Boulevard, 
from the Lincoln Blvd to Inglewood Blvd, are primarily designated for 
Community Commercial and General Commercial uses but also include 
a number of parcels designated for Medium Residential uses.

Coastal Transportation Corridor Specific Plan
The Coastal Transportation Corridor Specific Plan was originally adopted 
by ordinance  in 1985 and updated more recently (Ordinance No. 168,999) 
in 1993. The intent of the specific plan is to provide a mechanism to fund 
specific transportation improvements associated with transportation 
impacts generated by new development within the specific plan area.  

As of the time of this streetscape plan preparation, the Coastal 
Transportation Specific Plan is being updated through the Westside 
Mobility Plan study and may result in the establishment of new 
Transportation Impact Assessment Fees and/or update existing fees.

existing Conditions
In Mar Vista, Venice Blvd is a mix of residential and commercial uses. 
West of Inglewood Blvd, the corridor’s commercial district is comprised of 
lower-scale commercial uses, including retail storefronts and occasional 
strip malls. West of Wasatch Ave, the character of the street transitions to 
one to two-story multi-family residential buildings. Continuing westward, 
commercial uses are present just east and west of Beethoven Ave. West 
of Beethoven Ave, Venice High School encompasses a large block on 
the south side of the street, across from residential uses on the north 
side. The remainder of the corridor continuing westward to Lincoln Blvd 
includes one to three-story multifamily residential buildings .
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roadwaY and Medians
Beethoven Street to Centinela avenue

The roadway  cross section is consistent from Beethoven Street to Inglewood 
Boulevard:  three lanes, a bike lane and on-street parking in each direction.  This 
photo of the eastbound half of the street is looking west.

This photo is also of the eastbound half of the street looking west.

The raised median is 16 feet wide except at left-turn lanes west of Centinela 
Avenue.  

Centinela avenue to Inglewood Boulevard

The raised median is also 16 feet wide except at left-turn lanes east of Centinela 
Avenue.

In some locations west of Centinela Avenue, there is an elevation change of 12 
to 22 inches between the two sides of the median, which is accommodated by a 
low retaining wall..

Adjacent to left-turn lanes the median narrows from 16 feet to about 6 feet.  In 
some locations it is paved; in others it is not.
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Sidewalks are 20 to 26 feet wide. Adjacent to residential uses, walkways are 
typically 4 feet wide and the remainder of the sidewalk is parkway.

West of Centinela Avenue sidewalks are generally narrower, ranging from 8’ to 
23’ wide.  Buildings are typically set back.

sidewalKs
Beethoven Street to Centinela avenue 

Centinela avenue to Inglewood Boulevard

Sidewalks are entirely paved, except at small tree wells.

In the commercial blocks, the entire sidewalk is paved, except at small tree 
wells, which are setback from the curb.
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character oF developMent
Beethoven Street to Centinela avenue 

Centinela avenue to Inglewood Boulevard

A block of storefront buildings between Beethoven Street and Moore Street. The predominant land use is multifamily residential.  The majority of buildings 
are older with vehicular access from the alley in back, which allows for a 
continuous walkway and parkway with no vehicular conflicts.

For residential buildings with driveways and parking in front, there are more 
breaks in the parkway, fewer trees and more concrete.

character oF developMent

The majority of buildings in this commercial district are older storefront 
buildings. Image source:  Google Earth

There are instances of strip malls and freestanding buildings with parking lots 
that front along the street and break up the street wall.
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street trees in parKwaYs street trees in tree wells

Where there are wide parkways, the existing Fern Pines (Afrocarpus gracilior) are 
large and relatively healthy.  

Where the turf is no longer irrigated, the trees in large parkways are surviving 
drought conditions.

Where there are small tree wells, the existing Fern Pines (Afrocarpus gracilior) 
are much smaller.

As these photos show, some already small tree wells have been filled with 
asphalt. Because the tree wells are so small, concrete is sometimes uplifted.

West of Centinela Avenue there is a mix of trees in the median, including Bottle 
Brush Trees and Eucalyptus. 

Tipu trees (Tipuana tipu) have been planted in the medians east of Centinela 
Avenue.

trees in Medians
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bus stops

bicYclesstreet liGhts and Furniture

Street lights to illuminate the roadway are located in the median, except at 
intersections where they are on the sidewalks.

Bus stops include signs and benches. Some benches are set a few feet back from 
the curb.

Standard City bicycle racks are located throughout the area.

Other benches are set back at the back of the sidewalk.

While there are standard bike lanes on Venice Boulevard, some riders still feel 
safer riding on the sidewalks.

Some bus stops are shaded by street trees.
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