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SECTIONS



Section 1.	 INTRODUCTION

A.	 Authority. This Existing Wireless Telecommunications Facilities Spectrum Act Compliance 
Handbook (Wireless Handbook) is adopted pursuant to Sec. 4C.12.5. (Existing Wireless 
Telecommunications Facilities Spectrum Act Compliance Handbook) of Chapter 1A of the LAMC.

B.	 Background.

1.	 On February 22, 2012, the Middle-Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012 ("Spectrum 
Act") became federal law. Section 6409(a) of the Spectrum Act establishes new requirements 
and timelines for the permitting of modifications, collocation and removal to existing wireless 
telecommunications towers and base stations that do not substantially change the physical 
dimensions of the tower or base station.

2.	 On October 17, 2014, The Federal Communications Commission (“FCC” or “Commission”) 
adopted new rules with regards to Spectrum Act guidance in FCC Report and Order 14153, 
which outlines a 60-day “shot clock” for eligible facilities requests.

3.	 On June 9, 2020, the FCC adopted Declaratory Ruling (FCC Declaratory Ruling 20-75) 
to clarify when this 60-day shot clock period shall commence and what constitutes a 
modification that qualifies for an eligible facility request. 

4.	 On October 27, 2020, FCC Report and Order 20-153 was adopted by the Commission which 
revised Spectrum Act provisions to qualify excavation or deployment of equipment occurring 
within 30 feet of existing site boundaries as a modification for streamlined review.

5.	 This Wireless Handbook defines standards and procedures to implement the Spectrum Act's 
directives, furthering development of wireless communication networks throughout the City 
where Chapter 1A of the LAMC is applied, in harmony with land use, zoning and design standards 
established to assure community welfare and to maintain the character of neighborhoods.

6.	 This Wireless Handbook incorporates relevant requirements from the Department of City 
Planning’s ZA Memorandum No. 130 dated September 3, 2013 (see Appendix 1) in order to 
make the requirements applicable where Chapter 1A of the LAMC is applied.

C.	 Applicability. This Wireless Handbook applies to existing wireless facilities that are applying for 
“Spectrum Act” approval, including the collocation, removal, or replacement of an antenna or 
any other transmission equipment associated with an existing wireless telecommunication tower 
or base station. This Wireless Handbook only applies to existing wireless facilities on private 
property, located outside of the public right-of-way (ROW).
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D.	 Required Compliance with the Wireless Handbook. Failure to comply with this Wireless 
Handbook or any condition or commitments made in compliance with it is a violation of 
Chapter 1A of the LAMC, subject to all available administrative, criminal and civil remedies.

E.	 Acronyms. For purposes of this Wireless Handbook, the following acronyms used herein are 
defined as follows:

LAMC. Los Angeles Municipal Code.

ROW. Right-of-way.
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Section 2.	 STANDARDS

A.	 Like for Like Modification of Existing Wireless Telecommunication Facilities. The replacement of 
existing wireless telecommunications facilities shall be like for like. To be considered like for like 
replacement, the following standards must be met:

1.	 New equipment’s visual character and overall mass of the tower exposed to public view of 
new equipment is identical to that previously approved with the exception of any new design 
features that shall incorporate full screening standards in accordance with Sec. 4C.12.1. 
(Roof-Mounted Equipment), Sec. 4C.12.3. (Wall-Mounted Equipment) and Sec. 4C.12.4.C.3. 
(Freestanding Wireless Facilities) of Chapter 1A of the LAMC.

2.	 Proximity to residential development remains unaltered.

3.	 The previous entitlement must cover the new work to a substantial degree as to location, size, 
number of enclosures and landscaping.

B.	 Modification of Existing Wireless Telecommunication Facilities. The modification of existing 
wireless telecommunication facilities shall only be permitted if it does not constitute a 
substantial change. To modify the facility without it being considered a substantial change, the 
following standards must be met:

1.	 Any proposed appurtenance on the tower or base station located outside the public right-of-
way (ROW):

a.	 Shall not exceed the existing height of the tower or base station by more than 10%, the height 
of the base station by 10 feet, or by the height of one additional antenna array with separation 
from the nearest existing antenna not to exceed twenty-feet, whichever is greater.

b.	 Shall only exceed the size limitations set forth in this subsection to the extent necessary to 
avoid interference with existing antennas.

2.	 Proposed modifications shall not exceed more than four(4) equipment cabinets per each 
eligible facilities request.

3.	 Proposed modifications involving adding any appurtenance to the body of the tower or 
base station:

a.	 Shall protrude no more than six feet from the base station;

b.	 Shall not protrude from the edge of the tower more than twenty-feet, or more than the 
width of the tower structure at the level of the appurtenance, whichever is greater;

c.	 However, the mounting of the proposed antenna may exceed the size limits set forth in 
this paragraph as necessary to shelter the antenna from inclement weather or to connect 
the antenna to the tower via cable.
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4.	 Ground excavation or deployment is limited to up to a 30-foot radius outside the current 
boundaries of the tower site. The current boundaries of the site are the boundaries that existed 
as of the date that the original support structure or a modification to that structure that was 
last reviewed and approved by the State of California or the City of Los Angeles if the approval 
of the modification occurred prior to the Spectrum Act or otherwise outside of the Section 
6409 (a) process. The current boundaries of the site up to a 30-foot radius excludes any 
access or utility easements currently related to the site.  For base stations, ground excavation 
is restricted outside the current site, and ground deployment must be in proximity to existing 
ground equipment.

5.	 Any modification shall not defeat the existing concealment elements of the tower or base 
station. if the modified concealment elements or stealth design features would continue to 
effectively make the structure appear not to be a wireless facility, then the modification would 
be considered maintaining adequate concealment. If the existing concealment elements of 
the tower or base station require that the wireless telecommunications facility, including but 
not limited to antennas or other equipment, be hidden from view, then the modification would 
be considered making adequate concealment if the modification is hidden from view.

6.	 Proposed modifications shall comply with conditions associated with the prior approval of 
the tower or base station unless the non-compliance is due to an increase in height, increase 
in width, addition of cabinets, or new excavation meeting the standards of this Subsection 
(Modification of Existing Wireless Telecommunication Facilities).
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Section 3.	 PROCESS

1.	 The modification of existing eligible wireless telecommunication facilities shall be reviewed 
pursuant to Sec. 13B.3.1. (Administrative Review) of Chapter 1A of the LAMC.

2.	 Within 60 days of the date on which an applicant submits a request seeking approval under 
this Section 6409(a), the City shall approve the application unless it determines that the 
application is not covered by this Section.

3.	 The 60-day period begins to run when the application is filed showing that the proposed 
modification is an eligible facilities request. The application may be tolled only by mutual 
agreement or in cases where the City determines that the application is incomplete. If the 
City makes an initial determination of incompleteness, the City must provide notice to the 
applicant in writing within 30 days of the application’s submission. Once the applicant submits 
supplemental materials, the clock again may be tolled if the City notifies the applicant in 
writing within 10 days that the supplemental submission is also incomplete. The timeframe for 
review is not tolled by a moratorium on the review of applications.
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Section 4.	 DEFINITIONS

For purposes of this Wireless Handbook, the following words and phrases used herein are 
defined as follows:

Applicant. The person or entity who files an application for a Project. Once an application has 
been approved, the Applicant includes any successor or assignee of the original Applicant.

Base Station. A structure other than a tower that currently supports an antenna, transceiver, or 
other associated wireless transmission equipment.

Concealment Element. An element that is part of a stealth-designed facility intended to make a 
structure look like something other than a wireless facility and that was part of a prior approval.  This 
includes any element that hides a wireless facility from view and that was part of a prior approval.

Current Tower Site. The current boundaries of the leased or owned property surrounding the 
tower and any access or utility easements currently related to the site.

Eligible Facilities Request. Encompasses any modification of an existing wireless tower or base 
station that involves collocation, removal, or replacement of transmission equipment and does not 
include replacement of the underlying structure—it includes only replacement of “transmission 
equipment.” These wireless towers or base stations shall have been reviewed and approved 
through an entitlement process, such as a Conditional Use Permit or Variance, or have otherwise 
been reviewed and approved under the applicable zoning or siting process or received another 
form of affirmative State or local regulatory approval. The modification shall not substantially 
change the tower or base station.

Modification. Involves the collocation, removal, or replacement of transmission equipment of 
an existing wireless tower or base station. This does not include replacement of the underlying 
structure.

Substantial Change. A project is considered substantially changed if it exceeds the standards in 
Section 2. (Standards).

Spectrum Act. A federal law that allows for an administrative process for a modification of an 
existing wireless tower or base station that does not substantially change the physical dimensions 
of such tower or base station. Also known as Section 6409(a).

Tower. Any structure built for the sole or primary purpose of supporting any Commission licensed 
or authorized antennas and their associated facilities.
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Appendix 1.	ZA MEMO 130
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