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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the 

 HERRINGTON RESIDENCE 
  
REQUEST:  Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
OWNERS: Lee Srednick, Trustee              Michael and Michelle Katz, Trustee 
 Lee Srednick Trust                   Katz Trust 
 1100 North Acanto Place         1100 North Acanto Place 
 Los Angeles, CA  90049           Los Angeles, CA  90049 
 
APPLICANT: Larry O’Rourke 
 O’Rourke and Company 
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PREPARER: Charles J. Fisher 
 140 South Avenue 57 
 Los Angeles, CA  90042 
 

   
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10   
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
warrants further investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
 
 
 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
 
HEARING DATE: August 6, 2020 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  Teleconference (see 

agenda for login 
  information) 
 
EXPIRATION DATE: The original 30-day 
expiration date of July 19, 2020 per Los Angeles 
Administrative Code Section 22.171.10(e)1 is 
tolled, and a revised date will be determined 
pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 2020 Public 
Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency 
Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines Prescribed in the 
Municipal Code and April 17, 2020 Public Order 
Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority 
re: Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising 
Expiration of Emergency Orders 
 

CASE NO.: CHC-2020-3761-HCM 
                    ENV-2020-3762-CE   
 
Location: 1100 North Acanto Place 
Council District: 5 – Koretz 
Community Plan Area: Bel Air – Beverly Crest 
Area Planning Commission: West Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Council: Bel Air – Beverly Crest 
Legal Description: Tract PM 1742, Lot B 
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SUMMARY 
 
The Herrington Residence is a one-story single-family residence with an attached two-car garage 
located on North Acanto Place in the Bel Air neighborhood of Los Angeles. Built in 1941 by 
contractor Alan D. Herrington for his family, the property was designed in the Hacienda Ranch 
architectural style. Herrington and his wife, Jean, resided at the house until their deaths in 1991 
and 1990, respectively. 
 
U-shaped in plan, the subject property is of wood and concrete block construction with painted 
and unpainted brick cladding and has a cross-gabled roof with clay tiles. The rear-wing, at the 
southwest-facing elevation, features wood board-and-batten siding. The house partially 
surrounds a central open courtyard paved in colored concrete tiles with a fountain. It is accessed 
via a long, curving driveway that leads to a porte-cochere with exposed wood rafter beams. 
Fenestration includes multi-lite double-hung wood windows, some flanked by wooden shutters. 
Interior features include open beamed ceilings, pegged hardwood floors, clay tile floors, six 
fireplaces, decorative tile, built-in bookcases and cabinetry, and a decorative tile kitchen sink. 
There is a rectangular swimming pool and a wood-sided pool house set to the east of the main 
residence. 
 
The subject property has experienced several alterations that include the construction of an 
accessory dwelling in 1947; the enclosure of the porch in 1953; the addition of a retaining wall, 
leveling of the lot, and demolition of the accessory dwelling and a garage in 1963; the demolition 
of a lath house in 1970; and the addition of a swimming pool in 1979. Originally ten-acres in size, 
the lot where the subject property is sited was subdivided twice between 1941 and 1970 and other 
single-family residences were constructed on those portions of the property; although reduced to 
its current half-acre lot, the long driveway providing access to the ranch house from Acanto Place 
was retained.  
 
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria: 
 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies 
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, 
state, city or community; 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local 
history; or 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; 
or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual 
genius influenced his or her age. 

 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that the 
application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
On June 19, 2020, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed 
designation of the subject property as Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. The original 30-
day expiration date of July 19, 2020 per Los Angeles Administrative Code Section 22.171.10(e)1 
is tolled, and a revised date will be determined pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 2020 Public 
Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines Prescribed in the 
Municipal Code and April 17, 2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority 
re: Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising Expiration of Emergency Orders. 
 











Herrington Residence 
Architectural Description 

 
The Herrington Residence is a single story U-shaped early ranch style residence 
mostly constructed of large fired bricks with the look of adobe.  The dual light 
wooden double hung windows are flanked by three panel wooden shutters.  The 
house partially surrounds a central open patio which has a fountain at its center.  
The courtyard is assessed from the outside by a squared porte-cochere between the 
main house and a brick two car garage that opens into the courtyard, which is 
paved in colored concrete tiles. 
 
A rear wing is of wood set in a vertical board and batten pattern, enters by a double 
wood and glass door at the Southern end.  The roof is of multi-colored Spanish tile 
and tile shingles.  There are four unique chimneys.  One in the center of the roof, 
two of the same design with triangular tile spark arresters at either end of the house 
and a large one at the West side with a tile box vent spark arrester.  A built-in bar 
is set within the courtyard and some of the rafters are underscored with full logs. 
 
A rectangular swimming pool with an attached Jacuzzi is set within a brick paved 
deck and a wood-sided pool house to the East of the house a man-made stream is 
also on the property, which has several large oak trees.  Flagstone steps and 
walkways access the grounds.  A tile backed wall fountain is found facing the 
driveway.  The front porch is found to the right of the porte-cochere, stepped down 
to a wood planked door.  
 
Interior features include open beamed ceilings, pegged hardwood floors, clay tile 
floors, six fireplaces, decorative tile, built-in bookcases and cabinetry, and a 
decorative tile kitchen sink.  
 



Herrington Residence 
1100 Acanto Place 

Significance Statement 

The Herrington Residence was built in 1941 by its owner, a professional 
contractor.  He built several houses in the area surrounding his own house and also 
subdivided the Southern portion of his 10⁺ acre lot as Tract No. 15149 in 1951.  
That subdivision extended Acanto Place and gave the house its current address. 

The residence is significant as a fine example of an early California Ranch Style 
house that utilizes virtually all of the character defining features that represent the 
style in its early stages, such as rustic brick and board and batten siding, an 
irregular building plan, in this case the main house surrounding a central patio or 
courtyard.  The garage, being attached to the main house by a porte-cochere that 
must be passed through to enter the rear facing garage door.  Other significant 
features include a central fountain, beamed cathedral ceilings in main spaces 

According to tradition [passed down to the current owner, this early brick ranch 
style house was designed by Cliff May.  However, the permit record does not attest 
to that.  It shows no architect, but the engineer was listed as H. C. Whittlesey.  May 
was not licensed as an architect but was a design-build contractor who has been 
recognized as a “Master-Builder” for his work in the California Ranch Style.  No 
record was found linking him with either Herrington or Whittlesey, but it is 
possible that they knew each other.   

Harold Cruver Whittlesey was born in Chicago, Illinois on September 21, 1896.  
His father, Charles Frederick Whittlesey, was a noted architect, who had 
apprenticed under Louis Sullivan.  In 1900, he was hired as the official architect 
for the Atchison Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad, and was the designer of many of 
the grand rail related tourist hotels and Harvey House restaurants until he set up his 
own practice in San Francisco in 1907, opening offices there and in Los Angeles.  
The family relocated to Los Angeles in 1910, designing a number of noted 
buildings including the Mayflower Hotel (HCM 286), the Walker Mansion (HCM 
419) and the Lycurgus Lindsey Mansion aka the Polish Parish (HCM 496).   

Harold’s brother, Austin C. Whittlesey, was also an architect, who apprenticed in 
the office of Bertram Goodhue for seven years, and was active in Southern 
California in the 1930s. He designed the Felipe de Neve Branch Library (HCM 
452) and later, while working as staff designer for Allison & Allison, he designed 
the Southern California Edison Building (HCM 347). 



Harold Whittlesey initially studied mining at the University of California at 
Berkeley, while working for a copper company in nearby Paxton.  He moved back 
to Los Angeles after his parent’s divorce and then began his studies in structural 
engineering.  His father was one of the early pioneers in major concrete 
construction and this may have influenced his choice of career.  He married Ruth 
A. Bolgiano on May 11, 1926, and then went to work as a construction engineer 
for a tire company, according to the 1930 census.  He was the structural engineer 
for a number of public buildings, frequently working with his brother, Austin.  He 
was running his own engineering business at the time the Herrington Residence 
was built.  Harold Whittlesey passed away from a heart attack on January 27, 1959, 
at the age of 62. 

Alan David Herrington was born in Los Angeles on September 27, 1906.  His 
father, Jay, was a ticket agent for a railroad.  He later became a booking agent for a 
steamship company.  By 1930, he was again with the railroad, as a general agent 
and Alan, still living with his parents, was a real estate salesman.  He married Jean 
H. Stewart on August 23, 1933 and built his first house in 1935, at 10777 Weyburn 
Avenue, which was the family home until the subject house was completed. 

The 20th century ranch house style has its roots in North American Spanish 
colonial architecture of the 17th to 19th century, especially the “Hacienda” designs 
found in the more elaborate rancho houses. These buildings used single story floor 
plans and native materials in a simple style to meet the needs of their inhabitants. 
Walls were often built of adobe brick and covered with plaster, or more simply 
used board and batten wood siding. Roofs were low and simple, and usually had 
wide eaves to help shade the windows from the Southwestern heat. Buildings often 
had interior courtyards which were surrounded by a U-shaped floor plan. Large 
front porches were also common. These low slung, thick-walled, rustic working 
ranches were common in the Southwestern states. 

First built in the 1920s, the ranch style was extremely popular with the booming 
post-war middle class of the 1940s to the 1970s. The style is often associated 
with tract housing built at this time, particularly in the southwest United States, 
which experienced a population explosion during this period, with a corresponding 
demand for housing.  The Ranch Style house brought in modernist ideas and styles 
with notions of the American Western period of wide open spaces to create a very 
informal and casual living style. The style was soon exported to other nations and 
became popular worldwide, finally waning in popularity by the early 1970s when 
tastes evolved back to more neo-traditional European and Early American styles. 



However, the popularity of the Ranch Style has begun to return in recent years, 
usually in suburban environments as the average footprint of the design is too large 
for the more compact urban neighborhoods. 

A number of architects and builders were behind the proliferation of the Ranch 
Style, but the one name that stands out is the design-builder Cliff May, frequently 
referred to as the “Father of the Ranch House”. 

Clifford Magee May was born to Beatrice Magee and Charles Clifford May on 
August 29, 1908 in San Diego. Always proud of his family background, May was a 
sixth-generation Californian through his mother's family, a descendent of José 
María Estudillo. A Spanish soldier, Estudillo rose through the ranks from a 
lieutenant in charge of Monterey for over twenty years to captain overseeing San 
Diego in 1827. When Estudillo took command of San Diego, his son José Antonio 
was granted a lot in the newly surveyed lands outside the presidio walls and it is 
here the family settled down and built an adobe house that overlooked the plaza. 

May built his first house with the help of engineering contractor Orville U. Miracle 
in 1931. Its successful sale encouraged him to build additional speculative houses. 
Between 1931 and 1937, May designed approximately fifty houses in San Diego. 
Most of his houses reflect traditional adobe hacienda architecture, but featured the 
newest materials and construction techniques. They are typically low in scale and 
spread out on the parcel to create definition between the street and the private 
space for the resident. The result was a new informal suburban style with 
understated luxury and stressing his belief that a house should be integrated with 
nature.  
 
In 1938, May moved to Los Angeles where he established his design-build 
contracting business, and even though he did not obtain an architectural license, 
became internationally known through his published designs in Sunset Magazine. 
Over the course of his life May designed more than one thousand buildings 
including the headquarters of Sunset Magazine, the Los Angeles home of Zubin 
Metha, music director for the New York Philharmonic, and a house for Gianni 
Agnelli, founder of Fiat, the Italian car company.  May obtained his architectural 
license in 1988 when architectural licenses were granted to all registered designers 
by Governor Deukmejian. He died on October 18, 1989.  

While no record could be found connecting the house to Cliff May, a book that 
May worked on with Sunset Magazine in 1946, “Western Ranch Houses”, shows 
houses of similar style, materials and configuration.  In this book, May discusses 
the concept of the Ranch House being built around a patio: 



“Another version of the very early Spanish plan.  The old-world idea of an inner 
court with walls of house or court shutting it off from the street has many 
advantages.  In contrast to the box house, fully exposed in a row of houses, it gives 
privacy in both house and garden.” 

“The patio is virtually the central room of the house.  Living in this type of house, 
you feel a privacy that is comforting.  You have your own little world inside the 
walls that face the street.  With only glass between you and the patio, and the patio 
serving as a central room, the house never seems small.” 

The property is part of Block 33 of the Santa Monica Land and Water Company’s 
Tract, which was a subdivision of part of the Ranchos San Vicente Y Santa Monica 
and Boca de Santa Monica.  The land for the Herrington Residence is in the former 
Rancho.  In 1934, the area was incorporated as a part of Lot 9 of the Official Map 
of the County of Los Angeles Region 37, Division 5.  All three of these 
subdivisions have been referred to over the years in various legal descriptions for 
the same land. At that time it was owned by the Los Angeles Mountain Park 
Company, which had done a number of surveys of the land, which were put 
together to make the County map, which was approved by the Board of 
Supervisors. 

10.7643 acres of Lot 9 were then sold to Alan and Jean Herrington, who built the 
house in 1941.  After building his own home, Herrington sold an additional 2.5 
acre portion of the lot to Anson Moore, and then built him a house on that site in 
1941-42.  After the Herrington’s move into their own house, the address was 
changed to 1261 Casiano Road, at the end of a private driveway that extended from 
the end of that street, which also served the Moore Residence.  In 1946 he began 
the construction of a storeroom 50 feet to the West of the main house.  The 
following year he filed a permit to convert the storeroom, which was still under 
construction to an accessory living unit.  He later demolished that building in 1963 
and built a retaining wall in order to install the gardens that now surround the 
house.  He demolished a lath house in 1970, after subdividing his remaining land 
into Parcel Map LA No 1742.  He later sold that land, which included an existing 
tennis court (still extant), designated Parcel “A” and built a two-story house on the 
lot for the new owners in 1970.  He retained the long driveway, which was the 
remainder of the extension of Casiano Road that surrounds that lot as the access to 
the main house. 

Herrington’s last major change was to build a swimming pool at the Northeast end 
of the residence in 1979.  The Herrington’s raised two sons, David Stewart 
Herrington, born on July 30, 1935 and John Stewart Herrington, born on and John 
Stewart Herrington, born on May 31, 1939, while at the house and were to remain 



there until their deaths, Jean’s on April 1, 1990, at the age of 80 and Alan’s on 
June 14, 1991 at the age of 84. 

John S. Herrington worked a lawyer in San Francisco before becoming active in 
the Republican Party.  He served in the White House during the Reagan 
Administration, first as the Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Manpower and 
Reserve Affairs) from 1981 to 1983, then as a deputy assistant for presidential 
personnel from 1983 to 1985, and finally as the Secretary of Energy from 1985 to 
1989. 

After government service, John Herrington was the Chairman of Harcourt, Brace, 
Jovanovich, Inc. He remains active in politics in California, having served as 
Chairman of the California Republican Party from 1995 until 1997. He currently 
owns Vic Stewart's, a nationally recognized steakhouse, with locations in Contra 
Costa County: Walnut Creek and Brentwood. He also develops real estate, and acts 
as an advisor to numerous corporations. 

The Herrington’s sons sold the family home to Michael S. and Michelle Eileen 
(Nutter) Katz on April 7, 1995.  They owned the house until July 20, 2007, when it 
was sold to the current owner.  It was one of the Herrington brothers that informed 
realtor Larry O’Rourke, who was the agent for the current owner, of the possible 
Cliff May connection to the house, yet nothing has been verified. 

The Herrington Residence meets one of the criteria for Los Angeles Historic 
Cultural Monument it that it “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an 
architectural-type specimen, inherently valuable for the study of a period, style or 
method of construction.” 
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Harrington Residence 
Photographs 

 

 
Herrington Residence, 1100 Acanto Place, December 3, 2019 (Photograph by Larry O’Rourke) 

 

 
Herrington Residence, porte-cochere, 1100 Acanto Place, December 3, 2019 (Photograph by Larry O’Rourke) 



 
 
 

 
Herrington Residence, Porte-cochere, 1100 Acanto Place, December 3, 2019 (Photograph by Larry O’Rourke) 

 

 
Herrington Residence, driveway fountain, 1100 Acanto Place, December 3, 2019 (Photograph by Larry O’Rourke) 

 



 
Herrington Residence, courtyard fountain, 1100 Acanto Place, December 3, 2019 (Photograph by Larry O’Rourke) 

 

 
Herrington Residence, courtyard fountain, 1100 Acanto Place, December 3, 2019 (Photograph by Larry O’Rourke) 

 



 
Herrington Residence, façade facing pool, 1100 Acanto Place, December 3, 2019 (Photograph by Larry O’Rourke) 

 

 
Herrington Residence, study, 1100 Acanto Place, December 3, 2019 (Photograph by Larry O’Rourke) 

 



 
Herrington Residence, study, 1100 Acanto Place, December 3, 2019 (Photograph by Larry O’Rourke) 

 

 
Herrington Residence, study, 1100 Acanto Place, December 3, 2019 (Photograph by Larry O’Rourke) 



 

 
Herrington Residence, study, 1100 Acanto Place, December 3, 2019 (Photograph by Larry O’Rourke) 

 

 
Herrington Residence, study ceiling, 1100 Acanto Place, December 3, 2019 (Photograph by Larry O’Rourke) 
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Case Number: CPC-2016-4087-ZC

Required Action(s): ZC-ZONE CHANGE

Project Descriptions(s): THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A HILLSIDE CONSTRUCTION REGULATION  (''HCR")SUPPLEMENTAL USE DISTRICT. THE HCR
DISTRICT WILL ESTABLISH DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS REGULATING RESIDENTIAL FLOOR AREA, HEIGHT, AND GRADING
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Project Descriptions(s): THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A HILLSIDE CONSTRUCTION REGULATION  (''HCR")SUPPLEMENTAL USE DISTRICT. THE HCR
DISTRICT WILL ESTABLISH DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS REGULATING RESIDENTIAL FLOOR AREA, HEIGHT, AND GRADING
LIMITS. THE HCR DISTRICT REGULATIONS WILL REQUIRE SINGLE-FAMILY HOME DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS TO GO
THROUGH A REVIEW PROCESS AND WILL MANDATE STANDARD HAULING OPERATIONS AS CONDITIONS OF PROJECT
APPROVAL.

 

DATA NOT AVAILABLE
ORD-184828

ORD-184827

ORD-183497

ORD-132416

ORD-129279

ORD-128730

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org    |    planning.lacity.org
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City of Los Angeles

Department of City Planning

Address: 1100 N ACANTO PL Tract: P M 1742 Zoning: RE15-1-H-HCR

APN: 4368009050 Block: None General Plan: Very Low II Residential

PIN #: 141B141    46 Lot: B  

 Arb: None  
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