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ORDINANCE NO. 

t~Btt 

,  _s3o 

An Ordinance amending Ordinance No. 154,643 pertaining to technical 

changes and corrections in the Park Mile Specific Plan Ordinance. 

WHEREAS, the Wilshire Distr ict  Plan provides for the development of 

a Specific Plan for  the Park Mile for  the purpose of designating 

quanti tat ive and qualitat ive standards to regulate f loor area ratios, use of 

land and buildings, height and bulk of buildings, architectural and 

landscape treatment, signs, vehicular and pedestrian circulation; and 

WHEREAS, the purpose of the Park Mile Specific Plan is to protect 

the low density, single-family residential nature of the area and to promote 

only that  development which is compatible with adjoining residential 

neighborhoods by reinforcing the characterist ics pattern which provides 

the Park Mile area with an image , a sense of community and orientat ion; 

and 

WHEREAS, the Distr ict  Plan provides that the Specific Plan is to 

promote a park- l ike sett ing, providing signif icant visual contrast with 

adjoining Wilshire and Miracle Mile Centers, by emphasizing new 

development that  would complement the exist ing pattern of the Wilshire 

Distr ict ;  and 

WHEREAS, Wilshire Boulevard is a designated Scenic Highway; and 
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WHEREAS, in order to insure that such development proceeds in 

compliance with the Wilshire Distr ict  Plan, the Park Mile Specific Plan was 

adopted; 

NOW THEREFORE: 

THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES DO ORDAIN 

AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. Definitions 

Whenever the following terms are used in this ordinance, they shall 

have the meaning specified in Section 12.03 of the Los Angeles Municipal 

Code or, if that term is not defined in Section 12.03, then they shall have 

the  meanings as shown below: 

"Commercial Bil lboard" shall mean a 

bus iness,  p r o d u c t  or  serv ice ,  sold, o f fe red ,  

upon the  site where  the sign is located' and 

impl ied ly  inv i tes  a commercial t ransac t i on .  

sign which directs attention to a 

or existing elsewhere than 

which e i the r  e x p r e s s l y  or  

" C R ( P k M ) "  or  "Modi f ied  Limited Commercial Zone, Park Mile" shall 

mean tha t  r e g u l a t o r y  zone as set f o r t h  and def ined in Section 3 of  th is  

Ord inance .  

"Dist r ic t  Plan" shall mean the adopted Wilshire Distr ict  Plan, a part of 

the General Plan of the City of Los Angeles. 
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" D r i v e w a y "  shall mean tha t  area of a lot o r  parcel  covered  by  

pavement  of o t h e r  du rab le  sur face e x t e n d i n g  f rom the  a b u t t i n g  a l ley or  

s t ree t  to the  automobi le p a r k i n g  space nearest  to the  a b u t t i n g  al ley o r  

s t ree t ;  and d r i v e w a y  shall not  inc lude the  area located on p a r k i n g  areas 

between and among the automobile park ing  spaces. 

"F loor  Area Ratio" shall mean the rat io between: (a) the total square 

footage of a bu i ld ing 's  f l oo r  area, as p rov ided  in Section 12.21.1A5 and 

12.21.1B4 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code, and (b) the lot area of the 

lot o r  parcel ,  as def ined in Section 12.03 of the Municipal Code. 

"F rees tand ing  S ign"  shall mean any  sign of  which the p r i m a r y  

s t r u c t u r a l  s u p p o r t  is not  a bu i l d i ng  and which has as its p r ima ry  s u p p o r t  

a pos t ,  pole o r  o the r  s t r u c t u r e  which is anchored ,  a t tached or  s tand ing  

d i r e c t l y  on the g round .  

"Map"  shall mean the  map conta ined in Sect ion 2 of th is  Ord inance .  

"Monument  S ign"  shall mean sign tha t  is d i r e c t l y  upon the  ex i s t i ng  o r  

a r t i f i c i a l l y  created grade and which has a hor izonta l  dimension equal to or  

g rea te r  than its ver t i ca l  dimension. 

"Plot Plan" shall mean a document or  documents which p i c to r i a l l y  

descr ibe,  by means of  p ro fess iona l l y  accepted a rch i tec tu ra l  g raph ic  

techniques,  the appearance, con f igu ra t i on ,  and dimensions of any proposed 

s t ruc tu res  and a t tendant  site improvements and any publ ic  o r  p r i va te  

easements. 
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"Premises"  shall mean a bu i l d ing  o r  por t ion  t he reo f  used as a location 

f o r  a s ing le  bus iness.  

"P ro jec t i ng  S ign"  shall mean a s ign,  o t he r  than wall s ign,  t ha t  is 

a t tached to a bu i l d i ng  or  s t r u c t u r e  and pro jec ts  ou twa rd  the re f rom wi th  

one o r  more sign faces app rox ima te l y  p e r p e n d i c u l a r  to the  face of  the  

bu i l d i ng .  

"Roof  S ign"  shall mean sign erected upon o r  above a roof o r  parapet  

of a bu i l d i ng  or  s t r u c t u r e .  

"Roof top  Garden"  shall mean a f la t  open area located on the  roof of a 

b u i l d i n g ,  (excep t  the  roof of a sub te r ranean  p a r k i n g  bu i l d i ng  o r  s t r u c t u r e  

which ex tends  6 o r  less feet  above cu rb  level)  where  p lan t  materials such 

as t rees ,  sh rubs ,  and g r o u n d  cover  have been pe rmanen t l y  insta l led so 

tha t  pa r ts  of said p lan t  mater ia ls are v is ib le  f rom s t ree t  level .  

"S i gn "  shall mean any  d i sp lay ,  board ,  wal l ,  screen,  ob ject  o r  pa r t  

t he reo f  used to announce,  dec lare,  demonst ra te ,  d i sp lay ,  or  o therw ise  

p resen t  a message and a t t r ac t  the a t ten t ion  of  t he  pub l i c .  Mul t i faced 

monument s igns shall be cons idered as one s ign.  

"S ign Area"  shall mean an area c i r cumscr ibed  by  the  smallest 

geometr ic  shape created w i th  a maximum of  e igh t  s t r a i g h t  lines which wil l  

enclose all words ,  le t te rs ,  f i gu res ,  symbols,  des igns ,  and p i c tu res ,  

t oge the r  w i th  all f r am ing ,  b a c k g r o u n d  mater ia l ,  colored or  i l luminated areas 
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and at tent ion-at ;cract ing devices forming an in tegra l  pa r t  of an ind iv idual  

message. 

"Speci f ic  Plan Area"  shall mean tha t  area shown wi th in  the  heavy 

lines on the map in Section 2 of this Ord inance.  

"Wall Sign" shall mean any sign at tached to,  painted on, or  erected 

against  the wall of a bu i ld ing o r  s t r u c t u r e  wi th the exposed face of  the 

sign in plane approx imate ly  paral lel  to the plane of  said wal l .  

Section 2. Amendment of the Park Mile Specif ic Plan. 

A.  Specif ic Plan Area (Map).  The Ci ty  Council hereby amends the 

Park Mile Specif ic Plan, Ord inance No. 154,653. The regulat ions of the 

Specif ic Plan shall be appl icable w i th in  tha t  area of the C i ty  of  Los 

Angeles shown wi th in  the  heavy lines on the fo l lowing map: 

MAP 
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B. Relationship to other Provisions of the Municipal Code. The 

regulations of this Specific Plan are in addition of those set for th in the 

provisions of Chapter 1 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code and do not 

convey any r ights not otherwise granted under the other provisions, and 

procedures contained in that chapter, except as specifically provided 

herein. 

Wherever this Specific Plan contains provisions which d i f fe r  from or 

confl ict with provisions contained in Chapter 1 of the Los Angeles 

Municipal Code, the Specific Plan shall prevail and supersede the 

applicable provisions of that Code. Procedures for the granting of 

exceptions to the requirements of this Specific Plan are established in 

Section 11.5.7D of Chapter 1 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code. An 

application for  an exception from this Specific Plan pursuant to Section 

11.5.7D does not require any additional application pursuant to the 

provisions of Sections 12.24, 12.27, or 12.32 of the Los Angeles Municipal 

Code. 

C. Preservation. It is the purpose of the Specific Plan to preserve 

the low-density residential character of the Wilshire Distr ict  in and around 

the Specific Plan area and to encourage the rehabil itation and/or  rebuilding 

or deteriorated single-family areas for the same use. 

I t  is also the purpose of the Plan to maintain the existing estate 

appearance of portions of the Specific Plan area. 
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D. Exception. Notwithstanding any provision of this Ordinance to 

the cont rary ,  the proper ty  located at the northwest corner of Wilshire 

Boulevard and Wilton Place and designated at Parcel 18 of Map Book 5504, 

Page 18 of the 1985 County Tax Assessor May Books may be placed in a 

"Q" Qualified zone classification for  the limited purpose of allowing periodic 

changes in occupancy in the exist ing, non-conforming, one-story 

commercial shopping center building that was being erected on said 

proper ty  at a time of the adoption of the original Park Mile Specific Plan, 

Ordinance No. 152,471, effect ive June 9, 1979. I f  pursuant to the terms 

of an ordinance establishing such a "Q" Qualified zone classification, that  

"Q" Qualified classification ever is terminated and becomes null and void, 

then the exception granted by this 

and the proper ty  thereaf ter  shall be 

the Park Mile Specific Plan. 

Subsection D shall no longer apply, 

subject exclusively to the terms of 

Section 3. (CR(PkM) Zone Regulations) 

Notwithstanding any provision of Section 12.12.2 of the Municipal 

Code to the contrary,  within the Park Mile Specific Plan Area, every lot 

classified in the "CR" Zone shall conform to the following requirements: 

These "CR" zoned areas, modified by the provisions herein, are identif ied 

on the map by the designation "CR(PkM)". 

A. Use. No building, s t ructure on land shall be used and 

or s t ruc ture shall be erected, s t ructura l ly  altered or enlarged, 

the following uses: 

no building 

except for  

- 7 - 
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1. Any uses permitted in the "CR" Limited Commercial Zone. 

However, the following uses shall be expressly prohibited: 

a .  Business college, professional, scientif ic, or language school 

or college. 

b. Hotels (including motels) and apartment hotels. 

c. Restaurants or prescript ion pharmacies. 

d. Counseling and referral facil i t ies. 

e .  Child-care facil i t ies, nursery schools, grammar schools, 

junior high schools, or high schools. 

f .  Church or other religious inst i tut ion. 

g. Any residential use, unless such use conforms to the 

provisions of this Plan. 

h. Any sign, unless such sign conforms to the provisions of 

this Plan. 

i. Automated vending machines (except pay telephones), 

including automated tel ler machines, when the machines are 

both visible from the outside of a permitted building and 

are accessible fo r  use from the outside of a" permitted 
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building. Any such vending machine located within a 

permitted building shall only be operated between the hours 

of 9:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. Notwithstanding Section 12.23 

of the Los Angeles Municipal Code, all buildings and uses 

rendered nonconforming by this Subdivision i shall be made 

to comply with the provisions of Subdivision i within 90 

days of the effective date of this amending Ordinance. 

2. Christmas tree 

December 1 through 

provisions of Section 

and ornament sales on vacant lots from 

December 25, inclusive, only, provided that the 

12.22A4 of the Municipal Code are complied with. 

3. Conditional uses enumerated in Section 12.24B1 of the Municipal 

Code approved pursuant to the provisions of that Section, except for  

the fol lowing, which shall be expressly prohibited: 

a. A i rpor ts  or a i rcraf t  landing fields. 

b. Cemeteries. 

c. Correctional inst i tut ions. 

d. Land reclamation projects as defined in the Los Angeles 

Municipal Code. 
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e .  Research and deve lopment  centers  fo r  exper imenta l  o r  

sc ien t i f i c  inves t iga t ion  of mater ia ls,  methods or  p roduc ts .  

f .  T ra i l e r  pa rks  and mobile home parks  where  any  t r a i l e r  o r  

mobile home is permi t ted  to remain longer  than one day .  

4. O the r  uses simi lar to those 

determined by  a Zonin 9 Adm in i s t r a to r ,  

12.21A2 of  the Munic ipal  Code, bu t  not  

which shall be exp ress l y  p roh ib i t ed :  

permi t ted  in th is  Subsect ion when 

as p rov ided  f o r  in Section 

inc lud ing  the  fo l lowin 9 uses, 

a .  Stores,  shops, o r  o the r  establ ishments where  goods,  wares,  

o r  merchandise are d i sp layed ,  sold, o r  se rv iced .  

b. Long - te rm health fac i l i t ies ,  i nc lud ing  conva lescent  homes or  

rest  homes, homes fo r  a9ed persons o r  special care homes, 

and nu rs in  9 homes. 

c. Mor tuar ies  and columbar iums.  

d. Motion p i c t u re  s tud ios .  

e. Rescue missions. 

f .  Hotels,  motels, apar tment  hotels,  o r  motor lodges. 

9 .  Hel ipor ts  and hel is tops.  

- ] 0 -  
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. The following accessory uses, only when conducted in accordance 

with the limitations hereafter specified: 

a. Types of Uses. 

(1) Barber shop. 

(2) Beauty shop. 

(3) Book and magazine store, new only. 

(4) Cafe or coffee shop. 

(5) Dru 9 store and prescript ion pharmacy. 

(6) Duplicating and copying. 

(7) Florist or f lower shop. 

(8) Medical or dental laboratory. 

(9) Private museum or gal lery. 

(10) Restaurants or other eating and d r ink ing  places. 

- 1 1  - 
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(11) Entertainment t icket offices. 

(12) Tobacco shop. 

b. Limitations. 

(1) The aggregate square footage of all accessory uses of 

any building, s t ructure,  or land shall not exceed one-th i rd 

of the building f loor area (as described in Sections 

12.21.1A5 and 12.21.1B4 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code) 

allowable under Subsection A of Section 4 of this 

Ordinance�9 

(2) The accessory uses shall only be conducted inside a 

building permitted by Subsection A of Section 3 of this 

Ordinance. 

(3) Entrances to the building spaces occupied by accessory 

uses shall only be located inside the building. 

( 4 )  Neither the building spaces occupied by accessory uses 

nor any sign or other form of advert ising for  the accessory 

uses shall be visible from outside of the building 

(notwithstanding any contrary provision of Section 8 of this 

Ordinance). 
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6. The uses enumerated in th is  Section shall be permi t ted  f o r  a 

CR(PkM)  des ignated lot f r o n t i n g  on a r i g h t - o f - w a y  des igna ted  as a 

co l lector  or  local s t ree t  on the  adopted Wilshire Plan on l y  in the  even t  

t ha t  the  lot is descr ibed  on a p lo t  plan as being pa r t  of a bu i l d i ng  

site which inc ludes a C R ( P k M ) - d e s i g n a t e d  lot f r o n t i n g  on Wilshire 

Bou leva rd  o r  Wilton Place. In the  even t  the  lot is not so desc r ibed ,  

then the  uses permi t ted  on the lot shall conform to those permi t ted  by  

the most r es t r i c t i ve  zone to which a side l ine of the  lot abu ts .  

B. Area and Yards .  

1. So as to promote a logical t r ans i t i on  between s ing le - fami l y  uses 

and more i n tens i ve  res ident ia l  o r  commercial uses, e v e r y  CR(PkM)  lot 

shall conform to the  lot area requ i rements  enumerated fo r  the  "CR"  

Limited Commercial Zone in Section 12.21.2C of the  Los Angeles 

Munic ipal  Code, excep t  t ha t  the  minimum lot area dwel l ing  un i t  shall 

be 2,000 square  feet .  

2. No tw i t hs tand ing  Subd iv is ion  1 of  th is  Subsect ion,  t he  minimum 

lot area per  dwel l ing  un i t  in the CR(PkM)  Zone shall be 1,000 square  

feet  f o r  the  fo l low ing  area: 

a .  The CR(PkM)  lots sou the r l y  of  Wilshire Bou levard  between 

Lucerne  Bou levard  and Crenshaw Bou leva rd .  

b. Lot l of Parcel 22 of Map Book 5092, Page 1, Parcel 1 of 

Map Book 5092, Page 7 and Parcels 1, 2, 5; 6, 7, 8, 27, 

- 1 3 -  
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and 28 of Map Book 5092, Page 8, of the 1979 County Tax 

Assessor Map Book. 

C .  The CR(PkM) lots norther ly  of Wilshire Boulevard between 

Bronson Avenue and Van Ness Avenue. 

d. Parcels 1, 2, 3, 4, 14, 15, 16, and 17 of Map Book 5504, 

Page 18 of the 1979 County Tax Assessor Map Books. 

3. Every CR(PkM) lot shall conform to the yard requirements 

enumerated for the "CR" Limited Commercial Zone in Section 12.21.2C 

of the Municipal Code, except that there shall be a f ron t  yard at 

least 15 feet in depth. In applying this provision, Wilshire Boulevard 

shall be considered the principal street. 

C .  Building Height. So as to minimize shade and shadow impacts, 

impacts on the peace, enjoyment and pr ivacy of adjacent single-family 

residences and to provide for  a smooth transit ion in scale, no building on 

the norther ly  side of Wilshire Boulevard may extend in height above a 

plane inclined toward the southerly sky upward at a 30-degree angle from 

a horizontal line 20 feet above curb level at the norther ly  lot line. In 

addition, no building may exceed three stories and no building may exceed 

45 feet in height, as measured from curb level to the highest point of the 

roof, parapet wall, penthouse, or any appurtenance, whichever is highest; 

except that no building may exceed six stories and no building may exceed 

72 feet in height, as measured from curb level to the highest point of the 

roof, parapet wall, penthouse or any appurtenance, wh'ichever is highest, 

- ] 4 -  
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f o r  those areas as descr ibed  in Paragraphs a, b, c, and d of Subd iv i s ion  

2 of  Subsect ion B of Section 3 of th is  Ord inance .  This  Subsect ion C shall 

regu la te  the  he igh t  of bu i l d ings  in the Speci f ic  Plan area,  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  

any  c o n t r a r y  p rov i s ion  of the  Los Angeles Munic ipal  Code. 

D. Lot U t i l i za t ion .  So as to maximize the  amount of open areas between 

bu i l d i ngs ,  and to allow g r e a t e r  f l e x i b i l i t y  in the  site design and site 

p l ann ing ,  deve lopment  shall comply w i th  the  fo l low ing :  

1. General Rule. No bu i l d i ng ,  s t r u c t u r e ,  p a r k i n g  area o r  any  

combinat ion t he reo f  ( i nc l ud ing  any  area covered  by  pavement  o r  o t he r  

du rab le  sur face  employed f o r  the  o n - g r a d e  p a r k i n g  of any  motor ized 

veh ic le ,  excep t  pavement  f o r  loading space and d r i v e w a y ) ,  shall be 

erec ted ,  s t r u c t u r a l l y  a l te red  or  en la rged  so as to occupy  more than 

50 pe rcen t  of  a lot .  The remaining area of the  lot shall be open 

space which c o n t r i b u t e  towards  ach ievement  of a p a r k - l i k e  se t t i ng ,  as 

seen by  a pedest r ian  o r  motor is t  on Wilshire Bou leva rd ,  and shall 

exc lude a t r iums,  i n t e r i o r  c o u r t y a r d s ,  i n t e r i o r  pat ios,  o r  areas 

enclosed o r  h idden by  a bu i l d ing  or  s t r u c t u r e .  

2. Excep t ions .  

a .  S t r u c t u r e s  bu i l t  p r i o r  to J a n u a r y  1, 1975, and which do not  

sa t i s f y  the  minimum p a r k i n g  s tandards  as set f o r t h  in 

Section 6 of th is  Ord inance ,  may c o n s t r u c t ,  on an a b u t t i n g  

lot ,  p a r k i n g  bu i l d ings  o r  garages which occupy  more than 

50 pe rcen t  of  a lot ,  p rov i ded  t ha t  the  design of such 

- 1 5 -  
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bui ld ings or  garages conforms to the s tandards set f o r t h  in 

Sections 6 and 9 of th is Ord inance.  

b. Subter ranean park ing  bu i ld ings or  s t r uc tu res ,  which may 

extend no h igher  than 6 feet  above curb  level ,  may occupy 

more than 50 percent  of a lot. 

C .  In the event  that  roof top gardens are indicated on a plot  

plan, a bu i ld ing or  s t r uc tu re  may occupy more than 50 

percent  of a lot, but  not more than 60 percent ,  p rov ided  

tha t  the roof top garden is placed no h igher  than 28 feet  

above curb  level ,  encompasses an area at least equal to 10 

percent  of the area of the lot, and is designed, instal led 

and maintained in a manner s imi lar to on -g rade  landscaped 

areas. 

Section 4. Bui ldable Area 

A. Floor Area Ratio. Within the Specif ic Plan area no bu i ld ing or  

s t r u c t u r e  shall be erected,  s t r u c t u r a l l y  a l tered or  enlarged so as to exceed 

a f l oo r  area rat io of  th ree  to one (3 :1 ) .  

B .  Lot Sizes, RD3 and RD2 Zoned Area.  Notw i ths tand ing  any o ther  

p rov is ions  of Section 12.09.1 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code to the 

c o n t r a r y ,  w i th in  the Specif ic Plan area, e v e r y  lot c lassi f ied in the RD3 and 

RD2 Zones shall have a minimum lot w id th  of  50 feet .  

- 1 6 -  
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Where a lot has a width of less than 50 feet and/or  an area of less 

than 6,000 square feet and was held under separate ownership or was of 

record on January I ,  1975, such lot may be occupied by any use permitted 

by the RDI.5 Zone, except for  those uses requir ing more than 6,000 

square feet of lot area, and the lot area per dwelling unit shall not be less 

than 1,500 square feet. 

Section 5. History of Building Line Repeal 

That part of the 5-foot building line, between Highland Avenue and 

Wilton Place, established by Ordinance No. 50,577 was repealed by 

Ordinance Nos. 152,471 and 154,643. 

Section 6. Parking 

The purpose of this section is to provide regulatory standards 

pertaining to the on-site parking of motor vehicles. The following 

provisions apply to proper ty  within the Specific Plan area. 

A. Transit ional Lots. Within the Specific Plan area, parking shall not be 

permitted on transit ional lots. 

B .  Parking Space Requirements. A garage or pr ivate parking area shall 

be provided in connection with and at the time of the erection of each of 

the buildings or structures hereinafter specified, or at the time such 

buildings are enlarged, converted, or increased in capacity by the addition 

of dwelling units, guest rooms, f loor area, or seating capacity. 

- 1 7 -  
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The p a r k i n g  space capac i ty  requ i red  in the  garage or  p a r k i n g  area 

shall be determined by  the  use of the s t r u c t u r e ,  as fo l lows:  

1. For dwe l l ing  un i t s ,  the re  shall be at least two and one-ha l f  

p a r k i n g  spaces f o r  each dwel l ing  un i t  regard less of t he  number  of 

hab i tab le  rooms conta ined the re in .  Of the  tota l  number  of  p a r k i n g  

spaces requ i red  p u r s u a n t  to th is  p rov i s i on ,  at least one -ha l f  p a r k i n g  

space per  un i t  shall be p rese rved  f o r ,  and accessible to,  v i s i t o r s  and 

gues ts .  

2. In o r d e r  to mi t igate t r a f f i c  congest ion on pub l ic  r i g h t s - o f - w a y ,  

fo r  o f f ice  and o the r  commercial uses, t he re  shall be at least t h ree  

p a r k i n g  spaces p r o v i d e d  f o r  each 1,000 square  feet  of  gross f loor  

area avai lab le  at no charge  to all pa t rons  and employees of  those 

u s e s .  

3. For aud i to r iums and chu rches ,  t he re  shall be at least one 

p a r k i n g  space f o r  e v e r y  th ree  seats conta ined the re in .  Where t he re  

are not f i xed  seats, t he re  shall be at least one p a r k i n g  space f o r  

each 25 square  feet  of  f loor  area (exc lus i ve  of stage) conta ined 

the re in .  

C. Ya rd  Requ i rements .  Within the Speci f ic  Plan area, p a r k i n g  area and 

sub te r ranean  p a r k i n g  bu i ld ings  o r  s t r u c t u r e s  shall conform to 

setbacks and bu i l d i ng  l ines cons is ten t  w i th  the  zone and location of 

the  p a r k i n g  areas. These p a r k i n g  areas shall also s t r i c t l y  conform to 

Section 12.21A of the  Les Angeles Munic ipa l  Code, excep t  t ha t  e v e r y  

- 1 8 -  
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pub l i c  of p r i v a t e  p a r k i n g  area, exc lus ive  of d r i v e w a y s ,  access d r i v e s ,  

o r  roadways ,  must  be enclosed wi th  a landscaped ear th  berm o r  o the r  

dev ice des igned to screen v isual  access onto the  p a r k i n g  area f rom 

adjacent  s t ree ts .  The p lo t  plan fo r  each of these p a r k i n g  areas shall 

be sub jec t  to rev iew and approva l  by  the D i rec to r  of P lanning as set 

f o r t h  in Section 9 of th is  Ord inance .  

D He ight  of  S t r u c t u r e s .  No tw i t hs tand ing  any  c o n t r a r y  p rov i s ions  of the  

Munic ipal  Code, no p a r k i n g  bu i l d ing  o r  garage shall exceed 45 feet  in 

he igh t ,  as measured f rom cu rb  level to the  h ighes t  po in t  of  the  roof ,  

parapet  wal l ,  pen thouse or  any  appu r tenance ,  w h i c h e v e r  is h ighes t .  

Section 7. Landscape S tandards  

The pu rpose  of th is  Section is to p rov i de  f o r  the  p lan t i ng  of t rees 

and sh rubs ,  so as to promote the  p a r k - l i k e  se t t ing  and p rov i de  shade fo r  

pedest r ian  t r a f f i c  t h r o u g h o u t  the  Speci f ic  Plan area. 

The erection of any s t ructure,  or the enlargement of any existing 

st ructure af ter  the effect ive date of this Ordinance shall conform to the 

following requirements: 

A. St reet  Trees.  S t ree t  t rees shall be p lanted at a rat io  of at least one 

fo r  e v e r y  30 feet  of  Wilshire Bou levard  lot f r o n t a g e  and at least one 

fo r  e v e r y  25 feet  of  lot f r on tage  on n o r t h - s o u t h  s t reets  and at a 

d is tance no g r a t e r  t h a n  10 feet  f rom the  cu rb  face. Minimum sizes 

fo r  these s t ree t  t rees shall be 10 feet  in he igh t  and 3 inches in 

- 1 9 -  
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ca l iper .  S t ree t  t rees shall be p lanted d i r e c t l y  onto a grass p a r k w a y .  

In the  even t  t ha t  a grass p a r k w a y  is not  a p p r o v e d  by  the  C i t y  

Eng ineer , "  on l y  c i r cu l a r  t ree  wells shall be pe rm i t ted .  

B. Tree P run ing .  Such s t ree t  t rees shall not  be p runed  o r  shaped in 

any  manner tha t  is incons is ten t  w i th  the  na tu ra l  form and hab i t  of  the  

t ree ,  excep t  to the  e x t e n t  necessary  to maintain its s t r eng th  and v i g o r ,  

f o r  the  removal of unsafe or  diseased branches and f o r  o t he r  aspects of  

pub l i c  sa fe ty �9  

C. Inc idence of P lan t ing .  Except  on lots zoned f o r  s ing le - fami l y  

res ident ia l  uses, t rees shall be p lanted on each lot at a rat io of  at least 

one f o r  e v e r y  500 square  feet  of  lot area not u t i l i zed f o r  bu i l d ings .  

D. Decora t i ve  Wall. For C R ( P k M ) - d e s i g n a t e d  lots,  a 6 - f o o t - h i g h ,  sol id,  

decora t i ve  masonry wall shall be cons t ruc ted  w i th in  5 feet  of any  adjacent  

lot zoned f o r  s ing le - fami l y  use. 

E. Add i t i ona l  S tandards .  Add i t i ona l  requ i rements ,  i nc lud ing ,  bu t  not  

l imited to,  s t ree t  t ree  species, berms and grass slopes, may be establ ished 

p u r s u a n t  to Subd iv i s ions  5 and 6 of Subsect ion B of  Section 9 of th is  

Ord inance .  

F .  Maintenance.  An automat ic i r r i ga t i on  system shall be p rov i ded  fo r  all 

landscaped areas, i nc lud ing  s t ree t  t rees and on roo f tops ,  and shall be 

ind icated on landscape p lans.  P r o p e r t y  owners  shall maintain in a 

- 2 0  - 
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f i rst-c lass condition, all landscape features including, but not limited to, 

plant materials, walkways, planter boxes, pots, etc. 

Section 8. Sign Standards. 

I t  is the purpose of this Section to preserve and enhance community 

appearance and to prevent excessive and confusing sign displays which 

may affect t ra f f i c  safety, as well as detract from the unique character of 

the area and to insure that permitted signs are used for  identif ication and 

not for  advert is ing purposes. 

An architectural drawing of every proposed sign, indicating location, 

dimensions, elevations, dimensions of letters and numbers, colors and 

materials, shall be submitted to the Director of Planning and the Park Mile 

Design Review Board for  review and approval as set for th in Section 9 of 

this Ordinance. 

A. Prohibit ion. Notwithstanding any provisions of the Los Angeles 

Municipal Code to the contrary ,  no person shall erect or maintain a sign or 

signs within the Park Mile Specific Plan area, unless it conforms to the 

following regulations: 

1. No sign shall be constructed, placed, or maintained which 

advertises other than a business conducted or product sold or service 

rendered on the premises where the sign is located, or which 

identif ies by name, logo, and/or address the building or premises on 

which the sign is located. 

- 2 1  
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2. No more than one sign which is visible from outside shall be 

constructed, placed, or maintained per building; except that premises 

with accessways to an alley may have one sign direct ly adjacent to 

the alley accessway. Signs visible from outside a building shall only 

be monument signs, except that ,  for  buildings erected pr ior  to 

June 9, 1979, signs may be wall signs. All signs visible from outside 

a building shall conform to the fol lowing: 

a. The sign shall have a maximum sign area of 20 square  feet  

and a maximum ver t i ca l  he igh t  of 4 feet .  

b. The sign shall contain only the business identif ication of 

the occupant or occupants of the building and/or  the street 

address of the building. 

c. Le t t e r i ng  and number ing  shall be of Helvet ica t y p e  s ty le  not  

to exceed 12 inches in ve r t i ca l  he igh t .  

d.  Le t t e r i ng  shall be incised o r  appl ied onto the  sign sur face .  

e. The sign shall be compat ib le in mater ials and in co lor  

scheme with the building it identif ies. 

f .  N o  portion of a permitted wall sign shall extend higher than 

the finished f loor level of the second story of its building, 

and in no case shall any portion of a permitted wall sign 

ex tend  beyond 15 feet  above cu rb  level .  

- 2 2  - 
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g. A permitted wall sign shall not project more than 8 inches 

from the face of the building to which it is attached. 

3. No flashing or bl inking sign shall be constructed, placed, or 

maintained. 

4. No roof signs shall be permitted. 

5. No commercial b i l l boards  shall be permi t ted .  

6. No p ro jec t ing  signs shall be pe rm i t ted .  

7. No wall signs shall be permitted, except as provided in 

Subdivision 2 of this Subsection A. 

8. No freestanding signs except monument signs shall be permitted. 

9. In addition to the signs permitted in Subdivision 2 of this 

Subsection A, a street address number may be placed on a building 

exter ior ,  provided numbering is incised or applied onto the wall 

surface, is of Helvetica type style, and has a maximum vertical height 

of 18 inches. 

10. No sign o r  l e t te r ing  shall be placed o r  mainta ined on any  w indow 

or  door ,  excep t  as permi t ted  in Subsect ion B of  th is  Section 8. 

- 23  - 
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11. No advert is ing sign may be placed, or maintained on any bus 

shelter within the Park Mile Specific Plan area. Space on bus 

shelters normally used for  such signs shall have l ight tubes or other 

il luminating devices removed and the tubes and signs shall be 

replaced with clear glass or plastic, so that  the shelter has only 

t ransparent  walls and no advert is ing. 

B. Exceptions�9 The provisions of this Section shall not apply to: 

1. Any sign required by law, provided that the sign shall not 

exceed the size limitations of Subdivision 4 of this Subsection B. 

2. Any sign owned by a governmental agency. 

3. A public ut i l i ty  sign which contains no advert ising copy and 

which is customarily utilized in the performance of the ut i l i ty 's 

function�9 

4. A freestanding construction sign located on a lot where a 

building or s t ructure is being erected or remodeled and which 

identifies the architects, engineers, f inancing agent and/or  

contractors involved in the project; provided the sign shall not be 

more than 40 square feet in total sign area not extend more than 8 

feet above ground level. The construction sign may be attached to 

any of the wooden construction fences required by the Los Angeles 

Municipal Code, and such fences shall be painted a single earth-tone 

color. 

- 2 4  - 
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5. A tempora ry  pol i t ical  o r  o ther  ideological s ign,  p rov ided  tha t  the  

sign does not exceed 20 square feet  in sign area and, i f  i t  re lated to 

an elect ion o r  o the r  even t ,  is removed wi th in  15 days fo l lowing the 

election o r  event  to which i t  relates. 

6. A tempora ry  real estate s ign,  which indicates the  bu i ld ing ,  o r  

land, o r  premises is fo r  sale, lease o r  rent ;  p rov ided such sign is 

located on the p r o p e r t y  to which i t  relates and does not exceed 15 

square  feet  in sign area nor  ex tend  more than 8 feet  above g r o u n d  

level .  

7. A sign contained on the l ist  of cu l tura l  or  h is tor ica l  monuments 

of the Los Angeles Cul tura l  Her i tage Board o r  the Windsor 

Square -Hancock  Park Histor ical  Soc ie ty .  

8. Emergency and sa fe ty  signs may be placed on windows o r  doors 

as requ i red  by  any  appl icable gove rnmen t  code. An area not  to 

exceed one square  foo t  may be used f o r  o the r  emergency  and sa fe ty  

signs on appropr ia te  windows and doors.  

C. Abatement  of  Nonconforming Sign. Any  sign which is rendered 

nonconforming by reason of  this Section 8 shall be made to comply or  

be completely removed wi th in  the fo l lowing time per iods (based upon 

the e f fec t i ve  date of Ord inance No. 154,653, the Ord inance 

cons t i tu t ing  the  f i r s t  amendment of the Park Mile Specif ic Plan, tha t  

is ,  December 19, 1980) 

- 2 5  - 
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1. Portable, window or temporary sign: 180 days (June 18, 1981); 

2. Any other nonconforming sign except bus shelter signs: f ive 

years (December 20, 1985). 

Bus shelter signs rendered nonconforming by reason of this Section 

of this Ordinance shall be made to comply or the bus shelter shall be 

completely removed within one year from the effect ive date of this 

amending Ordinance. 

Section 9. Design Review and Standards 

The purpose of this Section is to provide guidelines and a process for 

review and approval of exter ior  and site design of buildings, structures or 

other developments proposed for  construction within the Specific Plan area. 

A. Jur isdict ion. No building, sign, use of land, electrical, mechanical or 

other such permit shall be issued for any building, s t ructure,  sign or the 

development of proper ty ,  except for single-family residences, unless plans, 

elevations and/or  other graphic representations of the development have 

been reviewed and approved by the Director of Planning acting on 

recommendations of a Design Review Board. 

B. The Park Mile Design Review Board. 

I .  Composition. T h e  Park Mile Design Review Board is hereby 

established, which shall consist of f ive (5) voting members. The 

- 2 6  - 
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members shall be appointed by the Councilmember(s) of the Specific 

Plan area's Council D is t r ic t (s ) .  At  least three (3) members shall be 

from among the following disciplines: archi tecture,  building 

construct ion, landscape archi tecture,  planning, landscaping and visual 

or graphic design. Two (2) members shall reside within the Specific 

Plan area, or the immediate adjacent area no far ther  than 1 mile from 

the  ou termost  b o u n d a r y  of  the  Speci f ic  Plan area. 

2. Quorum. The presence of three (3) voting members shall 

consti tute a quorum�9 

3. Terms�9 The voting member of the Park Mile Design Review 

Board shall be appointed so as to stagger the term of the appointees 

so tha t  one term becomes vacan t  on each successive yea r .  The term 

of  each member appo in ted  to a fu l l  term shall be f i ve  years .  

4. Author i ty  and Duties�9 The Park Mile Design Review Board shall 

advise the Director of Planning on aspects of exter ior  design, site 

layout, height and bulk of any building, s t ructure,  sign or other 

development of proper ty  or appurtenances or alterations thereto, 

excep t  in instances of s ing le - fami l y  deve lopment .  

5. Procedure .  Upon acceptance of p lo t  plans a n d / o r  t r a c t  o r  parcel  

maps submi t ted  f o r  app rova l ,  the D i rec to r  of P lanning shall re fe r  the  

plot  p lans,  t r ac t  or  parcel  maps to the  Design Review Board w i th in  

f i ve  days f o r  its recommenaatton.  The Park Mile Design Review 

Board shall t he reupon  submit  f i nd ings  to the  D i rec to r  of P lanning 

- 2 7  - 
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within 10 days of the referra l ,  recommending approval or disapproval 

of the subject plot plans, t ract  or parcel maps af ter  consideration of 

compliance with the following cr i ter ia:  

a .  Every proposed building or s t ructure shall conform to all of 

the provisions contained within the Park Mile Specific Plan. 

b. Every proposed building or s t ructure shall be designed in 

such a fashion so that all venti lat ion, heating or air 

conditioning ducts, tubes, equipment, or other related 

appurtenances are adequately screened from public view, 

unless such appurtenance have been employed as an 

integral and tasteful component in the design. 

C .  The design motif of proposed buildings or structures shall 

be applied with equal r igor to all external ly visible 

elevations. 

d. Colors and types of building materials shall be reasonably 

consistent with the nature of adjacent st ructures.  

e. All balconies shall be of usable dimension. 

f .  The size of the proposed buildings or structures shall 

relate in scale to surrounding buildings. 

- 2 8  - 
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g. All proposed bui ld ings shall be designed so as not to cast 

object ionable shadows on adjacent p roper t ies .  

h. All bu i ld ing designs shall emphasize foyers  and cour ts ,  

ra the r  than double- loading co r r i do rs .  

i. All open areas ( inc lud ing any roof of any subter ranean 

park ing  bu i ld ing or  s t r u c t u r e )  not ut i l ized fo r  bu i ld ings ,  

d r i veways ,  park ing  areas, recreat ional  faci l i t ies o r  walks 

shall be landscaped so tha t  mul t ip le - fami ly  and commercial 

uses are reasonably bu f fe red  from the view of s ing le- fami ly  

residences. 

j .  The facade of  any park ing  bu i ld ing o r  garage shall be 

designed in a manner so as to substant ia l l y  screen 

automobiles contained there in  f rom publ ic  v iew. 

k. The facade of  any park ing  bu i ld ing o r  garage shall be 

designed so tha t  i t  is similar in a rch i tec tu ra l  charac ter  to 

its pr inc ipa l  bu i ld ing.  

I. The design of all proposed bu i ld ings,  s t r uc tu res ,  o r  signs 

shall conform to the p reva i l ing  design s tandards establ ished 

by the Park Mile Design Review Board and incorpora ted into 

the design of bu i ld ings,  s t ruc tu res  and signs which have 

been approved ~y tne Design Review Board since June 9, 

- 2 9  - 
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~ 

1979, the effect ive date of the original Park Mile Specific 

Plan, Ordinance No. 152,471. 

In the event that  only a plot plan has been submitted, the 

Director of Planning may require the f i l ing of a t ract  or parcel map, 

if in the opinion of the Director of Planning such a map is necessary 

as a means of securing improvements in the manner prescribed in 

Section 12.37 of the Municipal Code. 

A f i l ing fee for processing a 

charged as provided for in Section 

Code. 

design review application shall be 

19.01 of the Los Angeles Municipal 

The determination of approval or disapproval by the Director of 

Planning shall be made within fourteen (14) days of the Design 

Review Board's recommendation. 

In the event that the determination by the Director of Planning 

dif fers substantial ly from the recommendation of the Park Mile Design 

Review Board, the Director of Planning must submit as a part of 

h is /her  determination a report ,  setting for th conclusions and 

recommendations in wr i t ing and stating br ief ly the reasons therefor .  

Any time limit established by this Section may be extended by 

mutual agreement between the Park Mile Design Review Board and the 

applicant or the Director of Planning and the applicant. 

- 3 0  - 
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�9 6. Design Guidel ines. The Park Mile Design Review Board may 

adopt specif ic design guidel ines to implement procedures establ ished 

in Subdivis ion 5 of Subsection B of Section 9 of this Ordinance. 

These guidel ines may be i l lust rat ions,  in terpretat ions or  c lar i f icat ions 

of pol icies estab l ished by  the  Design Review Board since its incept ion 

on June 9, 1979. The gu ide l ines shall be app roved  by  the  C i t y  

P lanning Commission and updated as necessary ,  and copies of the  

gu ide l ines shall be avai lab le  f rom the  Depar tment  of C i t y  P lann ing.  

7. Appeals. Any appl icant,  member of the City Council, the 

Mayor ,  o r  any  o the r  in te res ted  person adve rse l y  a f fec ted by  a 

de termina t ion  o r  act ion of the D i rec to r  of P lanning p u r s u a n t  to the  

Speci f ic  Plan may appeal the  D i rec to r  of P lann ing 's  de terminat ion  o r  

act ion in the  manner p resc r ibed  fo r  T e n t a t i v e  Maps in Section 17.06 

of the Los Angeles Munic ipal  Code. 

8. Following plan approval ,  no change to any port ion of a plan 

reviewed and approved by the Director  of Planning shall be made 

wi thout  addit ional review and wr i t ten approval of the Director  of 

Planning acting on the recommendation of the Park Mile Design Review 

Board. 

Section 10. Repeal of Ord inance  No. 152,471 

Ordinance No. 152,471 was repealed by Ordinance No. 154,653. 
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Section 11. Seve rab i l i t y  

I f  any  p rov i s ion  or  clause of th is  Speci f ic  Plan o r  the  appl icat ion 

t he reo f  to any  person o r  c i rcumstance is held to be uncons t i tu t i ona l  o r  

o therw ise  inva l id  by  any  cou r t  of competent  j u r i sd i c t i on ,  such i n v a l i d i t y  

shall not  a f fec t  o t he r  Speci f ic  Plan p rov i s i ons ,  clauses o r  app l ica t ions 

t he reo f  which can be implemented w i t hou t  the  inva l id  p rov i s i on ,  clause or  

app l ica t ion ,  and to th is  end the  p rov is ions  and clauses of th is  Ord inance  

are declared to be severab le .  

C O M  514 

da f  
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r Sec ....... .1.2 ........ i~ ............. T h e  City Clerk shall certify to the passage o1 this 
) ordinance and cause the same to be published in some  daily newspaper printed and .-~ .J '  r 

published in the City of  Los Angeles.  

I hereby certify that the foregoing offl.illance was passed by the Council of  the 
JUN 30 198T City of Los Angeles,  at its meet ing of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

~  

~/U~/3 0 1987 
A p p r o v e d  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Approved as to Form and Legality 

ELIAS MARTINEZ,  CityCIerk,  

Deputy. 

Mayor. 
~t~"/'lN G 

ss-~ ~J ~ 7/3 

JAMES K. H A H N ,  City Attorney,  

B Y  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Deputy. 

,Ini [o S~c. 97.8 of the City Char~r, 
~tnYoJ of thin ordinance recommended 
for the City Planning Commission .... . . . . . . . . . . . .  

MAY 19 1987 

City Clerk Form 2J 


