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LANDSCAPE AND SITE DESIGN ORDINANCE
DRAFT ORDINANCE FOR PUBLIC COMMENT - APRIL 2024

ORDINANCE NO.

An ordinance amending Sections 12.03, 12.10.5, 12.11.5, 12.12.2, 12.13, 12.21, 12.21.1,
12,22, 12.40, 12.41, 12.42, 12.43, 13.08, 13.09, 14.00, 19.04, 62.177 and 91.7012 of the
Los Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC) to update the existing Landscape Ordinance, to
establish Landscape and Site Design Standards, and to define and streamline provisions
related to Outdoor Amenity Areas. The addition of Landscape and Site Design
Development Standards will support development patterns that promote physical activity
and healthy communities; address climate change and improve air quality through the
inclusion of drought-tolerant, shade-producing, and locally native plant species; and
provide a comfortable and safe walking environment in the public realm. The addition of
an Outdoor Amenity Area definition and standards will help create functional outdoor
spaces that support user needs, integrate nature into the built environment, provide
shade, and promote social interaction.

THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES
DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

Sec. 1. The table of contents preceding Article 2 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code is
amended to read as follows:

Section
12.00 Title.
12.01 Continuation of Existing Regulations.
12.02 Purpose.

12.03 Definitions.

12.04 Zones - Districts - Symbols.
12.04.01 Violations of Specific Plans.
12.04.05 “OS” Open Space Zone.
12.04.09 “PF” Public Facilities Zone.
12.05 “A1” Agriculture Zone.
12.06 “A2” Agricultural Zone.


https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-108214#JD_12.00.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-108254#JD_12.01.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-108259#JD_12.02.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-108304#JD_12.03.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-108871#JD_12.04.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-108995#JD_12.04.01.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-109001#JD_12.04.05.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-109035#JD_12.04.09.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-109065#JD_12.05.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-109255#JD_12.06.
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“RA” Suburban Zone.

“‘RE” Residential Estate Zone.

“RS” Suburban Zone.

“R1” One-family-Zone.

“RU” Residential Urban Zone.

RZ Residential Zero Side Yard Zone.

“‘RW1” Residential Waterways Zone.

“R2” Two-Family Zone.

“RD” Restricted Density Multiple Dwelling Zone.
“‘RMP” Mobilehome Park Zone.

“RW2” Residential Waterways Zone.

“R3” Multiple Dwelling Zone.

RAS3 Residential/Accessory Services Zone Purpose Statement.
“R4” Multiple Dwelling Zone.

RAS4 Residential/Accessory Service Zone Purpose Statement.
“R5” Multiple Dwelling Zone.

“P” Automobile Parking Zone.

“PB” Parking Building Zone.

“CR” Limited Commercial Zone.

“C1” Limited Commercial Zone.

“C1.5” Limited Commercial Zone.

“C2” Commercial Zone.

“CW” Central City West Specific Plan Zone.
ADP Alameda District Specific Plan Zone.

LASED Los Angeles Sports and Entertainment District Specific Plan
Zone.

CEC Convention and Event Center Specific Plan Zone.

USC-1A University of Southern California University Park Campus


https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-109305#JD_12.07.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-109384#JD_12.07.01.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-109469#JD_12.07.1.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-109540#JD_12.08.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-109609#JD_12.08.1.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-109659#JD_12.08.3.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-109747#JD_12.08.5.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-109795#JD_12.09.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-109838#JD_12.09.1.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-109905#JD_12.09.3.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-109945#JD_12.09.5.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-110015#JD_12.10.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-110065#JD_12.10.5.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-110173#JD_12.11.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-110249#JD_12.11.5.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-110357#JD_12.12.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-110412#JD_12.12.1.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-110461#JD_12.12.1.5.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-110495#JD_12.12.2.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-110585#JD_12.13.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-110708#JD_12.13.5.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-110831#JD_12.14.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-111142#JD_12.16.1.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-111154#JD_12.16.2.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-111166#JD_12.16.3.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-225673#JD_12.16.4.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-225413#JD_12.16.5.
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Specific Plan Subarea 1A Zone.

USC-1B University of Southern California University Park Campus
Specific Plan Subarea 1B Zone.

USC-2 University of Southern California University Park Campus
Specific Plan Subarea 2 Zone.

USC-3 University of Southern California University Park Campus
Specific Plan Subarea 3 Zone.

PVSP Ponte Vista at San pedro Specific Plan Zone.
“C5” Commercial Zone.
“CM” Commercial Manufacturing Zone.

“CM(GM)” Commercial Manufacturing (Glencoe/Maxella) Specific Plan
Zone.

“MR1” Restricted Industrial Zone.

“CCS” Century City South Specific Plan Studio Zone.
“M1” Limited Industrial Zone.

“MR2” Restricted Light Industrial Zone.

“WC” Warner Center Specific Plan Zone.

“M2” Light Industrial Zone.

LAX Los Angeles International Airport Zone.

“M3” Heavy Industrial Zone.

SL Ocean — Submerged Land Zone.

Coastal Development Permits (Prior to Certification of the Local Coastal
Program.)

Coastal Development Permit Procedures After Certification of the Local
Coastal Program.

“HP” Historic Preservation Overlay Zone.
General Provisions.

Height of Building or Structures.

Height of Building or Structures in Century City.

Height of Building or Structures in Community Redevelopment Plan
Areas.


https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-225449#JD_12.16.6.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-225437#JD_12.16.7.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-225426#JD_12.16.8.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-284730#JD_12.16.9.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-111178#JD_12.17.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-111217#JD_12.17.1.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-111318#JD_12.17.2.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-111330#JD_12.17.5.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-111508#JD_12.17.5.5.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-111520#JD_12.17.6.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-111632#JD_12.18.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-111752#JD_12.18.1.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-111764#JD_12.19.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-111872#JD_12.19.1.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-111886#JD_12.20.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-112050#JD_12.20.1.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-112098#JD_12.20.2.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-112270#JD_12.20.2.1.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-112632#JD_12.20.3.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-113040#JD_12.21.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-114268#JD_12.21.1.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-114336#JD_12.21.2.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-114376#JD_12.21.3.
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Height of Building or Structures in Enterprise Zones.
Height of Building or Structures in Centers Study Areas.

Height of Building or Structures in All R1V, R1F, and R1R One-Family
Zone Variations.

Exceptions.

City of Los Angeles Safer Filming Ordinance.
Nonconforming Building and Uses.

Conditional Use Permits and Other Similar Quasi-Judicial Approvals.
Land Use Determination by City Planning Commission.
Time Limitations.

Department of Building and Safety.

Variances.

Administrative Nuisance Abatement Proceedings.
Adjustments and Sight Modifications.

Violation of Conditions — Penalty.

Boundaries of Zones.

Interpretation — Purpose — Conflict.

Land Use Legislative Actions.

Park Fees and Land Dedication.

Application of Provisions.

Zoning of Annexed or Unzoned Areas.

Projects Requiring Multiple Approvals. (Charter § 564).
Highway and Collector Street Dedication and Improvements.
Dedication of Streets by Long Term Leases.
Landscape and Site Design Ordinance

Airport Approach Zoning Regulations.

Adult Entertainment Zoning.

Homeless Shelters — Emergencies — City Owned and Leased Property.


https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-114400#JD_12.21.4.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-114431#JD_12.21.5.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-296795#JD_12.21.6.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-114455#JD_12.22.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-222069#JD_12.22.1.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-115220#JD_12.23.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-115396#JD_12.24.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-116785#JD_12.24.1.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-116887#JD_12.25.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-116895#JD_12.26.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-117284#JD_12.27.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-117414#JD_12.27.1.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-117476#JD_12.28.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-117526#JD_12.29.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-117532#JD_12.30.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-117572#JD_12.31.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-117590#JD_12.32.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-117980#JD_12.33.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-117998#JD_12.34.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-118003#JD_12.35.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-118015#JD_12.36.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/laac/0-0-0-2605#JD_Ch564.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-118039#JD_12.37.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-118125#JD_12.38.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-118167#JD_12.40.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-118331#JD_12.50.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-118375#JD_12.70.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-118465#JD_12.80.
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12.81 Homeless Shelters — Emergencies — Charitable Organizations.
12.82 Homeless Shelters — Emergencies — El Nifio 2016.

Sec. 2. Section 12.03 of Article 2 of Chapter 1 of the LAMC is amended to modify and
add the following definitions in alphabetical order and to read as follows:

FLOOR AREA. The area in square feet confined within the exterior walls of a
Building but not including the area of the following: exterior walls, stairways,
shafts, rooms housing building-operating equipment or machinery, parking areas
with associated driveways and ramps, space dedicated to bicycle parking, space
for the landing and storage of helicopters, Outdoor Dining Areas, Outdoor
Amenity Areas and basement storage areas.

Buildings on properties zoned RA, RE, RS, and R1, except properties in the
Coastal Zone which are not designated as Hillside Area, are subject to the
definition of Residential Floor Area.

SIGNIFICANT TREE. Any tree that measures 12 inches or more in diameter at
four and one-half feet above the average natural grade at the base of the tree
and/or is more than 35 feet in height.

OUTDOOR AMENITY AREA. An outdoor space that may be covered or
enclosed, in whole or in part, intended for the purpose of providing outdoor spaces
used for private or public active or passive recreation that may be shaded and
protected from the natural elements. Such areas may include outdoor spaces
covered with overhead structures, such as awnings, balconies, or other similar
areas. Outdoor Amenity Areas may be located at-grade or any level of the
building, provided that the Outdoor Amenity Area standards are met, pursuant to
Section 12.21.A.25.

Outdoor Amenity Areas may be permitted in all zones except RA, RE, RS, R1,
RU, RZ, RW1, R2, RD, RMP, RW2 and A zones. All or portions of Outdoor
Amenity Areas that satisfy development standards in Section 12.21.A.25. shall be
excluded from the calculation of floor area and height. Outdoor Dining Areas are
not Outdoor Amenity Areas and shall be regulated pursuant to Sections 12.03 and
12.21.A.24. Outdoor Amenity Areas shall exclude areas used for storage, vehicle
parking or circulation, utility or mechanical areas, and trash enclosures or any
similar ancillary use on the lot. Structures proposed as Outdoor Amenity Areas
may require a building permit and are subject to applicable provisions in the Los
Angeles Municipal Code.


https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-118471#JD_12.81.
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-289825#JD_12.82.
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Sec. 3. (RAS3) Subdivision 2. of Subsection B. of Section 12.10.5 of Article 2 of Chapter
1 of the LAMC shall be amended to read as follows:

2. All use activities are conducted wholly within an enclosed building, except that
restaurants may have Outdoor Dining Areas and Outdoor Amenity Areas shall be
permitted.

Sec. 4. (RAS4) Subdivision 2 of Subsection B. of Section 12.11.5 of Article 2 of Chapter 1
of the LAMC shall be amended to read as follows:

2. All use activities are conducted wholly within an enclosed building, except that
restaurants may have Outdoor Dining Areas and Outdoor Amenity Areas shall be
permitted.

Sec. 5. (C1) Subparagraph 2 of Paragraph b of Subdivision 2 of Subsection A. of Section
12.13 of Article 2 of Chapter 1 of the LAMC shall be amended to read as follows:

(2) All use activities are conducted wholly within an enclosed building, except that
except that restaurants may have Outdoor Dining Areas and Outdoor Amenity
Areas shall be permitted.

Sec. 6. Subdivision 25 of Subsection A. of Section 12.21 of Article 2 of Chapter 1 of the
LAMC shall be added to read as follows:

25. Outdoor Amenity Area Applicability and Standards.

(a) Intent. To allow for amenity areas, intended to facilitate passive or active
recreation, located in an outdoor environment.

(b) Eligibility. To meet the requirement for Outdoor Amenity Area as defined
in Section 12.03, each area must meet all of the following criteria:

(1) Covering of Outdoor Amenity Area. An Outdoor Amenity
Area can be covered with a solid, impermeable covering.
Permeable covering areas such as lattice roofs, pergolas,
perforated panels and shade sails are not considered covered if the
overhead roof material or gaps are at least 50% open to the sky.
Covered Outdoor Amenity Areas may be attached to a building or
entirely detached.

(2) Enclosure of Outdoor Amenity Area. If an Outdoor Amenity
Area is covered as defined above, then the area may be enclosed
by less than two-thirds of the surface area of the projected
perimeter walls. Perforated or slatted materials shall be considered
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solid perimeter walls for purposes of calculating enclosure.
Examples of enclosure elements may include vertical walls,
retractable wall systems or sliding doors and fences.

Figure 1:This diagram illustrates a Covered Outdoor Amenity Area whose
solid area is less than two-thirds of the perimeter walls (perspective view).

STECEEey

] SOLID AREA
"~} OPEN AREA

PERSPECTIVE VIEW ~~~ COVERED OUTDOOR AMENITY AREA

Figure 2: The diagram illustrates the same condition in plan view.

Solid
Side

< Width (Varies)

Depth (Varies) ————»

OVERHEAD COVERING Side

MAX. ENCLOSURE = 2/3 (A+B+C+D)

PLAN VIEW

(i) Exemptions from Enclosure. The following
components shall be exempt from the calculation of
enclosure: Any required guard rails 42 inches in height or
less, measured from finished floor elevation, do not count
toward solid wall area; and structural components such
as beams and columns.
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(3) Use. Outdoor Amenity Areas shall be used for the purpose of
providing outdoor spaces for active or passive recreation. Should
the Outdoor Amenity Area be converted to another use or
otherwise be physically modified such that it no longer complies
with the Outdoor Amenity Area Design Standards pursuant to
Section 5 below, it must conform to the current regulations of the
zone, which may require discretionary entitlements required under
the LAMC, and other applicable current land use regulations.

(4) Relationship to Floor Area. New or existing Outdoor Amenity
Areas satisfying the following development standards shall not be
considered as floor area, as long as the Outdoor Amenity Areas
meet all other applicable Los Angeles Municipal Code
requirements.

(5) Relationship to Height. Rooftop Outdoor Amenity Area
structures shall not be counted towards the total building height
provided they do not exceed 12 feet in height from the building
rooftop finish floor elevation to the top of the Outdoor Amenity Area
structure; if the structure extends more than 12 feet in height above
the roof of the main structure, the entire Outdoor Amenity Area will
count towards the overall building height and floor area.

Figure 3: This diagram illustrates the relationship of rooftop covered
Outdoor Amenity Area to building height.

BEYOND 12 FT

X
UPTO 12 FT

727 COVERED OUTDOOR AMENITY AREA
X'=OUTDOOR AMENITY AREA HEIGHT

IF XOVER 12 FT,

THEN OVERALL BUILDING HEIGHT = X+Y

PERSPECTIVE VIEW

(6) Relationship to Required Yards. A Covered Outdoor
Amenity Area within a required front or rear yard may be attached
to the primary building or structure or completely detached. Both

8
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attached and detached Outdoor Amenity Areas may take up to a
cumulative maximum area of 25 percent of the required front or
rear yard area in which they are located. Outdoor Amenity Areas
shall not be permitted within the required side yard area.

Covered Outdoor Amenity Areas shall not be considered accessory
buildings. Where provisions herein conflict with regulations in
Sections 12.21 C.1 through 12.21 C.3 or in Section 12.22 C.20
related to placement on a lot, this code section shall prevail.
Outdoor Amenity Area structure placement cannot block
passageways required for fire access.

Figure 4: This diagram illustrated the relationship of an attached Covered
Outdoor Amenity Area to Required Yards.

I

SOLID COVERING

[CZ1 FRONT YARD AREA (A)
72 COVERED OUTDOOR AMENITY AREA (B)
PERSPECTIVE VIEW AREA OF B = MAXIMUM 25% OF AREA A

Figure 5: This diagram illustrated the relationship of a detached Covered
Outdoor Amenity Area to Required Yards.

PERMEABLE COVERING

[CZ1 FRONT YARD AREA (A)
722 COVERED OUTDOOR AMENITY AREA (B)
PERSPECTIVE VIEW AREA OF B = MAXIMUM 25% OF AREA A
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(7) Relationship to Common Open Space.To ensure that a
portion of the outdoor areas used for common open space on a lot
remain open to sky, the square footage of the Outdoor Amenity
Area underneath all covered structures shall not exceed 50% of the
cumulative total square footage of required outdoor common open
space. Outdoor Amenity Areas that are not within required common
open space (LAMC Section 12.21 G.2) shall not be subject to this
requirement.

(c) Outdoor Amenity Area Design Standards.

(1) Minimum Clear Height for covered Outdoor Amenity Areas.
Covered Outdoor Amenity Areas that are enclosed by 50 percent
or more of the surface area of the projected perimeter walls, must
have a minimum clear height of 1.5 times the average depth of the
covered area. The height shall be a minimum of 7.5 feet, as
measured from finished floor elevation to the underside of the
covering.

Figure 6: This diagram illustrates the minimum clear height required for a
Covered Outdoor Amenity Area that is enclosed by 50 percent or more..
of the surface area of the projected perimeter walls.

HEIGHT = 1.5X
(min. height = 7.5 ft)

[ SOLID AREA
"~} OPEN AREA
PERSPECTIVE VIEW COVERED OUTDOOR AMENITY AREA
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Figure 7: This diagram illustrates the way in which minimum clear height
required is calculated when a Covered Outdoor Amenity Area has variable

depths.
‘ B
AR HEIGHT = 1.5*[(X+Y)/2]
\ RS (min. height = 7.5 ft)
COVERED OUTDOOR \\ Al
AMENITY AREA )
e
— =T
Y

PERSPECTIVE VIEW

(2) Above-Ground Outdoor Amenity Areas. Outdoor Amenity
Areas may be located within or below allowable architectural
projections, rooftop structures, recessed areas, or other outdoor
spaces attached to the primary structure.

Rooftop Outdoor Amenity Area structures, if covered, shall not
exceed two-thirds of the total square footage of the rooftop.

(3) Outdoor Amenity Areas in Required Yards. Outdoor
Amenity Area structures in required front or rear yards may be
covered but shall not be enclosed by perimeter walls, excluding
guardrails up to 42 inches in height. In addition:

(i) When attached to a main building the perimeter of
covered Outdoor Amenity Area structures may be excluded
from the building perimeter when establishing grade for
purposes of determining building height and number of
stories for the main building.

(i) The maximum height of a covered Outdoor Amenity
Area structure in a required front or rear yard shall be 12

feet in height, where height is measured from lowest
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adjacent grade within a five foot perimeter of the Outdoor
Amenity Area structure, to the top of structure.

(d) Relief. A deviation from Outdoor Amenity Area standards in Section 12.21
A.25 may be requested in accordance with Sec. 13 B.5.1. (Alternative
Compliance) of Chapter 1A of this Code.

Sec. 7. Subdivision 8 of Subsection C. of Section 12.21 of Article 2 of Chapter 1 of the
LAMC, “Retaining Walls in Hillside Areas,” is hereby amended to read as follows:

(b) Landscaping. For retaining walls of eight feet or greater in height, the
applicant must submit a landscape plan designed to completely hide the retaining
wall from view within a reasonable amount of time. The landscape plan shall be
subject to the approval of the Director of Planning.

Sec. 8. Subdivisions 5 through 7 of Subsection A. of Section 12.21.1 of Article 2 of
Chapter 1 of the LAMC shall be amended to read as follows:

5. In computing the total floor area within a building, the gross area confined
within the exterior walls within a building shall be considered as the floor area of
that building, except for the space devoted to bicycle parking, stairways, elevator
shafts, light courts, rooms housing mechanical equipment incidental to the
operation of buildings, Outdoor Dining Areas, and Outdoor Amenity Areas.

6. Whenever any unusual situation or design of building exists so that it is
difficult to determine the precise application of those provisions, the Department of
Building and Safety shall make such determinations in a manner to carry out the
indicated purpose and intent hereof.

7. In computing the total height of a building, rooftop covered Outdoor Amenity
Areas shall not be counted provided they are less than 12 feet in height measured
from roof elevation.

Sec. 9. Subdivision 2 of Subsection G. of 12.21 of Article 2 of Chapter of the LAMC shall
be amended to read as follows:

(@) Common Open Space:

(1) Common open space shall meet each of the following
requirements:

(i) Be open to the sky and have no structures that project
into the common open space area, except for Outdoor
Amenity Areas as provided in Sec. 12.21 A.25 and except
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for Projections Into Yards, as provided in Section 12.22
C.20.(b).

(i) Be readily accessible to all the residents of the site.

(iii) Have a minimum area of 400 sq. ft. with no horizontal
dimension less than 15 feet when measured perpendicular
from any point on each of the boundaries of the open space
area,

(iv) Constitute at least 50% of the total required usable open
space in developments built at an R3, RAS3, R4, RAS4,
and/or R5 density regardless of the underlying zone.
(Amended by Ord. No. 174,999, Eff. 1/15/03.)

(v) Be located at the grade level or first habitable room
level, except in developments built at an R3, RAS3, R4,
RAS4, and/or R5 density regardless of the underlying zone.
(Amended by Ord. No. 174,999, Eff. 1/15/03.)

(2) Common open space areas shall incorporate recreational
amenities such as swimming pools, spas, picnic tables, benches,
children's play areas, ball courts, barbecue areas and sitting areas.
(Amended by Ord. No. 184,505, Eff. 1/11/17.)

(3) A minimum of 25 percent of the common open space area
shall be planted with ground cover, shrubs or trees. At least one
24-inch box tree for every four dwelling units shall be provided on
site and may include existing on-site Significant Trees guaranteed
to be protected during construction and existing or new public
right-of-way street trees. For a surface area not located directly on
finished grade that is used for common open space, and located at
ground level or the first habitable room level, shrubs and/or trees
shall be contained within permanent planters at least 30 inches in
depth, or ground cover shall be at least 12-inches in depth. All
required landscaped areas shall be equipped with an automatic
irrigation system and be properly drained.

The Director of Planning or the Director’s designee shall have the
authority to review and approve or disapprove all proposed

landscape plans submitted in compliance with this paragraph.

(4) Notwithstanding the provisions set forth in this paragraph:
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(i) Recreation rooms at least 600 square feet in area for
a development of 16 or more dwelling units, or at least 400
square feet in area for a development of fewer than 16
dwelling units, may qualify as common open space, but
shall not qualify for more than 25 percent of the total
required usable open space.

(i) Roof decks in developments built at an R3 or an
RAS3 density, regardless of the underlying zone, may be
used as common open space, excluding that portion of the
roof within ten feet from the parapet wall. (Amended by Ord.
No. 174,999, Eff. 1/15/03.)

(i) Roof decks in developments built at an R4, RAS4,
and/or R5 density, regardless of the underlying zone, may
be used in their entirety as common open space. (Amended
by Ord. No. 174,999, Eff. 1/15/03.)

Sec. 10. Subdivision 20 of Subsection C. of 12.22 (Exceptions) of Article 2 of Chapter of
the LAMC shall be amended to read as follows:

20. Projections Into Yards.

(e) Open, unenclosed porches, platforms, or landing places (including access
stairways thereto) not covered by a roof or canopy, which do not extend above the level
of the first floor of the building, may extend or project into the required front yard, side
yard, rear yard, passageway, or other open space, not more than six feet, provided that in
no event shall any such porch, platform or landing space be more than six feet above the
natural ground level adjacent thereto.For provisions concerning Outdoor Amenity Areas
in required yards, refer to Section 12.21 A.25(b)(6) (Relationship to Required Yards).

Sec. 11. Subdivision 23 of Subsection A of Section 12.22 (Exceptions) of Article 2 of
Chapter 1 of the LAMC are hereby amended to read as follows:

23. Mini-Shopping Centers and Commercial Corner Development.
(a) Development Standards.
(10) Landscaping. All landscaping shall comply with
Section 12.40 of this Code and the following

requirements:

(i) Landscaping - Setback. A landscaped, planted
area having a minimum inside width of five feet shall
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be required along all street frontages of the lot and
on the perimeters of al parking areas of the lot or
lots which abut a residential zone or use.
Notwithstanding the above, in the Downtown
Business District as defined in Section 12.21 A.4.(i)
of this Code, a landscape (planted) area having a
minimum inside width of five feet shall be required
on the perimeters of al parking areas of the lot which
abut a residential zone or use.

(ii) Irrigation System. An automatic irrigation
system shall be provided for all landscaped areas.
This system shall be installed prior to the issuance
of any certificate of occupancy.

(b) Conditions of Operation. A mini-shopping center of a
commercial corner development shall comply with the following
conditions:

4. Landscape Maintenance. Maintenance of landscaped
areas shall include continuous operations of watering,
removal of weeds, mowing, trimming, edging, cultivation,
reseeding, plant replacement, fertilization, spraying, control
of pests, insects, and rodents, or other operations
necessary to assure normal plant growth. All trees, shrubs,
and ground cover shall be maintained as healthy and
vigorous at all times. Irrigation systems, installed pursuant
to the requirements in subsubparagraph (a)(10)(ii) above
shall be continuously maintained in accordance with
Section 12.40 of this Code.

Sec. 12. Subdivision 25 of Section A. of Subsection A of Section 12.22 (Exceptions) of
Article 2 of Chapter 1 of the LAMC are hereby amended to read as follows:

25. Affordable Housing Incentives - Density Bonus.

(f) Menu of Incentives. Housing Development Projects that
meet the qualifications of Paragraph (e) of this subdivision
may request one or more of the following incentives, as
applicable:

(1) Yard/Setback. Up to 20% decrease in the

required width or depth of any individual yard or
setback except along any property line that abuts an
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R1 or more restrictive zoned property provided that
the overall design of the Housing Development
Project is sufficient to qualify for the number of
landscape points equivalent to 10% more than
otherwise required by Section 12.40 of this Code
and the Landscape and Site Design Point System.

(2) Lot Coverage. Up to 20% increase in lot
coverage limits, provided that the landscaping for
the Housing Development Projects is sufficient to
qualify for the number of landscape points
equivalent to 10% more than otherwise required by
Section 12.40 of this Code and the Landscape and
Site Design Point System.

(3) Lot Width. Up to 20% decrease from a lot width
requirement, provided that the overall design of the
Housing Development Project is sufficient to qualify
for the number of landscape points equivalent to
10% more than otherwise required by Section 12.40
of this Code and the Landscape and Site Design
Point System.

(6) Open Space. Up to 20% decrease from an open
space requirement, provided that the overall design
of the Housing Development Project is sufficient to
qualify for the number of landscape points
equivalent to 10% more than otherwise required by
Section 12.40 of this Code and the Landscape and
Site Design Point System.

Sec. 13. Subdivision 28 of Subsection A. of Section 12.22 (Exceptions) of Article 2 of
Chapter 1 of the LAMC are hereby amended to read as follows:

28. Automotive Use.

(a) Development Standards.

(9) Landscaping. All landscaping shall comply with
Section 12.40 of this Code and the following
requirements:

(i) Landscaping - Setback. A landscaped,
planted area having a minimum width of five feet
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shall be required along all street frontages of the
lot or lots, except for that portion of the lot lines
where an access driveway is required by the City
as determined by the Department of Building and
Safety, and on the perimeters of all parking areas
of the lot or lots that abut a residential zone or
use.

(i) Irrigation System. An automatic irrigation
system shall be provided for all landscaped,
planted areas. The system shall be installed and
operational prior to the issuance of any certificate
of occupancy.

Sec. 14. Section 12.40 of Article 2 of Chapter 1 of the LAMC is hereby amended to read
as follows:

Section 12.40 Landscape and Site Design Development Standards

A. Purpose. The general purpose of this section is to ensure that new residential
and non-residential developments include objective design standards that address
climate resilience, urban cooling, tree canopy and nature-based strategies for

landscape and site design. The specific purposes of this ordinance are as follows:

1. To encourage the development of safe, functional, and attractive
development projects, consistent with Los Angeles’ urban environment,
ecology, and the local neighborhood context.

2. To create attractive and walkable public streets and spaces that combat
extreme heat by promoting shade coverage and urban cooling.

3. To respond to State, regional, and local mandates for action in such areas
as water conservation and stormwater capture, amelioration of air quality,
energy conservation, soil health and conservation, public health and
environmental justice.

4. To reduce reliance on vehicle trips by supporting site design features that
prioritize pedestrian safety, and local amenities such as parkways, street
trees, street furniture and bicycle infrastructure that support active
transportation.

5. To increase the amount and quality of landscaping appropriate to Los
Angeles’ regional climate, topography, and micro-climates, preserving
existing and increasing new tree canopy coverage as a means of addressing
climate change citywide and to support biodiversity, year-long habitat and
promote beneficial native landscaping.
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6. To establish regulations that meet multiple Citywide policy objectives
addressing open space, sustainability, conservation, and mobility based upon
Los Angeles’ Framework Element, Plan for a Healthy Los Angeles, Mobility
Plan 2035, Conservation Element, and Sustainability pLAN, and successive
updates to these policies, while allowing for design flexibility and innovation.

7. To address health considerations in design and promote physical activity
and amenities that support well-being in all daily activities, by providing an
inviting and comfortable experience for occupants within and around the site.

8. To establish objective design standards for landscaping and site design.
B. Prohibitions.

1. Notwithstanding any provisions of Chapter 1 of this Code to the contrary,
the Department of Building and Safety shall not issue any building, grading,
or use of land permit(s) for any Project, unless the Department of City
Planning determines that (a) the proposed landscape and site design will
meet the provisions of this Section and (b) that any proposed landscape and
site design standards selected by the Applicant will meet the requirements of
this ordinance as indicated on the project plans.

C. Applicability.

1. Project. The provisions of this Section shall apply to the following, subject
to the exclusions listed below in Subsection C.2.:

(a) The construction of any new residential or mixed-use building with
five or more dwelling units or guest rooms/efficiency dwelling units,
and/or division of land creating five or more lots in conjunction with
new construction.

(b) The construction of any new non-residential building for
commercial, institutional, or public use. This includes infill of new,
detached buildings on-site with existing buildings.

(c) The construction of any new industrial use building listed in the
Subject Use list in LAMC Section 13.18, or hybrid-industrial use
building; and

(d) Parking area construction or reconfiguration projects, specifically
projects involving resurfacing or regrading of existing surface
parking areas and/or the creation of new surface parking areas.

2. Exceptions. The provisions of this Section shall not apply to:

(a) Projects consisting exclusively of additions of floor area,
alterations, or changes of use, or interior tenant improvements to
existing residential or non-residential buildings.
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(b) Projects consisting of new construction of accessory buildings
incidental to the main use and Outdoor Dining Areas.

(c) New construction, addition, or remodel of buildings consisting of
four or fewer dwelling units, inclusive of accessory dwelling units.

(d) Any structure or use of land that is primarily comprised of
permeable ground surfaces or otherwise contains landscaping
such as cemeteries, golf courses, ball fields, public parks, natural
reserves, or open spaces, and the like. At least 60 percent of the
lot or lots must be permeable.

(e) Use of land for temporary uses (construction staging, seasonal
uses like Christmas tree lots, pumpkin patch lots, and farmer’s
market lots, and other similar uses).

(f) Reconfiguration or resurfacing of existing surface parking areas
referenced in Subsection C.1 (d) shall not include re-striping of
parking areas, changes necessary to meet accessible parking
standards, electric vehicle parking requirements, or for general
maintenance and upkeep of parking facilities accessory to the
primary use of land.

(g) Sites designated as Historic-Cultural Monuments, if the site
includes landscape features that have been identified as a
character-defining feature, subject to review by the Office of
Historic Resources.

D. Definitions. Whenever the following terms are used in this Section they shall be
construed as defined below. Words and phrases not defined herein shall be
construed as defined in Sections 12.03.

Elective Standard - An optional objective design standard that is measurable,
verifiable, and knowable to all parties prior to project submittal, that can be selected to
meet minimum point requirements.

Ground Floor Frontage - The lowest story within a building which is accessible to the
street, the floor level of which is within three feet above or below curb level, is parallel
to or primarily facing any public street, and which is at least 15 feet in depth of the
total depth of the structure,whichever is less.

Health Related Standard - An objective design standard addressing healthy
considerations that is measurable, verifiable, and knowable to all parties prior to
project submittal, that can be selected to meet minimum point requirements.

Landscape Practitioner - Any person responsible for the design, installation or
maintenance of landscape and irrigation systems who is a certified arborist or
licensed by the State of California as a landscape architect or landscape contractor.

Landscape and Site Design Point System - A flexible, performance-based point
system comprised of objective design standards with point values assigned based on
effectiveness in addressing health, equity, and sustainability goals identified in the
Purpose statement above.
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Mandatory Standard - A required objective design standard as identified in the
Landscape and Site Design Point System that is measurable, verifiable, and
knowable to all parties prior to project submittal.

Mandatory if Applicable Standard- An objective design standard that applies in
limited circumstances, and that is measurable, verifiable, and knowable to all parties
prior to project submittal.

Permeable - A material that permits water penetration to a soil depth of 18 inches or
more, including non-porous surface material poured or laid in sections not exceeding
one square foot in area and collectively comprising less than two-thirds of the total
surface area of loosely laid material such as crushed stone or gravel.

E. Landscape and Site Design Point System. The Department of City Planning
shall not approve any Project unless the requirements of the Landscape and Site
Design Point System, as established by the City Planning Commission, are satisfied.
A Project that satisfies requirements of this Code Section and other sections of this
Code, may accrue points, as set forth in the Landscape and Site Design Ordinance.

1. Administration.

(a) Content of the Landscape and Site Design Point System. Upon
enactment of this Ordinance, the Director of Planning or designee
shall have authority to approve or disapprove projects in
accordance with the Landscape and Site Design Point System
pursuant to Section 13B.3.1 (Administrative Review) of Chapter 1A
of this Code.

(b) Updates to the Landscape and Site Design Ordinance Point
System. The City Planning Commission shall have the authority to
update and modify the Landscape and Site Design Ordinance Point
System to: (1) Revise Mandatory and Elective Standards and their
associated point values in order to provide feasible options to
applicants to meet program goals and outcomes and (2) reflect
best practices, emerging technologies, and to respond to lessons
learned from program evaluation.

F. Development Regulations. No building permit or Certificate of Occupancy for
any Project, as defined by Subsection C.1, shall be issued that is not in compliance
with the requirements of the Landscape and Site Design Standards and the
Landscape and Site Design Points System, pursuant to Subsection E.

1. The Landscape and Site Design Points System Conformance. The
Director of Planning shall determine conformance with the Landscape and
Site Design Point System, which enumerates Mandatory and Elective
objective development standards. For each project type listed in Section
C., the following total points shall be required to satisfy the Landscape and

20



CPC-2022-4856-CA DRAFT LANDSCAPE AND SITE DESIGN ORDINANCE
ENV-2022-4857-ND APRIL 2024

Site Design Point System, which may be achieved through a combination
of Mandatory and Elective Standards.

(a) Residential Projects. A Project must meet a total of 27 points. A
minimum of 3 points are required in each category.

(b) Non-Residential Projects (excluding projects subject to
subsection ¢ and d below). A Project must meet a total of 27
points. A minimum of 3 points are required in each category.

(c) Industrial/Hybrid Industrial Projects. Industrial or
hybrid-Industrial projects listed in the Subject Use list in LAMC
Section 13.18 must meet a total of 15 points.

(d) Surface Parking Area Construction or Reconfiguration.
Reconfiguration Projects involving resurfacing or regrading of
existing surface parking areas and/or creation of new surface
parking areas must meet a total of 15 points.

(e) Health Related Standards. Residential and Non-Residential
Projects (a. and b. above) must also meet a minimum of 8 required
standards for healthy building design, which may be counted
towards the total number of points.

Table 1 - Landscape and Site Design Point System Requirements by Project Type.

Project Type Minimum Points Minimum Total Points Required
Required per Category Required
Health Related
Standards
Type aor b: 3 8 27 points

Residential or
Non-Residential Projects

Type c: N/A N/A 15 points
Industrial/Hybrid
Industrial Projects

Type d: N/A N/A 15 points
Surface Parking Area
Construction or
Reconfiguration

Note: Housing Development Projects pursuant to LAMC Section 12.22.A.25 seeking any of the
following: yard/setback, lot coverage, lot width, open space reduction incentives under the Menu
of Incentives, pursuant to LAMC Section 12.22.A.25 (f) must achieve the number of points
equivalent to 10% more than otherwise required by this Section).

2. Mandatory Point Equivalency. In the Landscape and Site Design Point
System, if a project is unable to satisfy a Mandatory or Mandatory if
Applicable Standard due to a physical hardship, a minimum of 3 additional
points must be selected to substitute for each unmet Mandatory Standard.
A maximum of 5 Mandatory Standards can be substituted. No relief from
the total required points shall be permitted.
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G. Procedures.

1. Administrative Review - Authority of the Director. The Director or their
designee shall review plans for compliance with the Landscape and Site
Design Ordinance pursuant to Sec. 13 B.3.1. (Administrative Review) of
Chapter 1A of this Code.

H. Verification of Points and Certificate of Substantial Completion.

1. Approvals. The Director of Planning or designee will review each Project
through a two-part verification process.

(a) Preliminary Approval. During preliminary approval, the Project shall
be reviewed per Chapter 1A, Sec. 13 B.3.1. (Administrative Review) for
compliance with the required number of points and standards as
applicable to the Project at the time of land-use application filing with
City Planning for discretionary projects and/or building permit issuance
for by-right projects.

(b) Final Compliance Verification. A final approval will require the filing
of a Certificate of Completion, a Covenant and Agreement and a
Landscape Management Plan demonstrating completion of
installation as per approved plans in Subsection (a), prior to
issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy as described in Sections
(i), (ii) and (iii) below.

(i) Certificate of Completion. Prior to a final approval, when
the approved project has been constructed, the architect of
record and the landscape practitioner shall file a Certificate
of Completion attesting to the Department of City Planning
that the project design features required by this checklist
and the approved plans have been implemented on the
project in substantial conformance with the preliminary
approval in subsection G.1.

(ii) Covenant and Agreement. Prior to a final approval, the
applicant shall record a Covenant and Agreement listing the
selected Landscape and Site Design Ordinance Mandatory
and Elective Standards, including any required
maintenance of landscaping associated with the standards,
as verified by the Department of City Planning in order to
guarantee compliance.

(iii) Landscape Management Plan. As part of the Covenant
and Agreement, a landscape management plan for
landscape installation on public and private property shall
be provided by the project’s Landscape Practitioner after
substantial completion of project landscape improvements
and prior to issuance of project statement of completion by
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the Department of Public Works Bureau of Contract
Administration, where public improvements are required.

The landscape management plan shall include:

1. Recommended irrigation for each hydrozone during the
initial five- year plant establishment period to ensure
that newly planted trees and landscape are healthy,
vigorous, and fully established.

2. Recommended summer and winter irrigation schedules
after the five-year plant establishment period.

3. A guarantee of maintenance of any installed plant
material, on public or private property, and replacement
in-kind of any such plant material that must be
removed for any reason. The landscape management
plan shall be in effect for the life of the building.

(iv) Tree Planting In-Lieu Fee. Prior to final approval, the
applicant shall provide evidence of payment of tree planting
in-lieu fees, for any Development Tree Planting
Requirement under the provisions of this ordinance and
LAMC Section 62.177.

2. Modification of Approved Plans. If after preliminary approval, a change
to the Project occurs during permitting or construction that results in a
recalculation of points or substitution of points, approval of a new application
shall be required.

. Relationship To Other Provisions of The Los Angeles Municipal Code.

1. Specific Plans and Supplemental Use Districts. Where development
standards in Specific Plans, Supplemental Use Districts or other overlays
contain similar landscaping regulations, these standards may be used to
satisfy Mandatory and Elective Standards in the Landscape and Site Design
Point System. In instances where the provisions of this Section 12.40 of this
Code or the Landscape and Site Design Point System conflict with any
provisions of any Specific Plan, Supplemental Use District, or other overlay,
the more restrictive provisions shall prevail.

2. Relationship to LAMC Section 12.37. Notwithstanding LAMC Section
12.37. A, all projects subject to the Landscape and Site Design Ordinance
shall be required to provide street trees pursuant to the Landscape and Site
Design Point System regardless of the street classification of the abutting
street frontages of the lot(s). Where complete roadway, curb, gutter and
sidewalk improvements exist within the present dedication contiguous to a lot,
all by-right and discretionary projects subject to the Landscape and Site
Design Ordinance shall provide street trees located in tree wells or parkways
or some combination thereof pursuant to this Section and the Mandatory
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Standard addressing “Public Realm Improvements and New Street Trees” in
the Landscape and Site Design Point System.

Sec. 15. Section 12.41 of Article 2 of Chapter 1 of the LAMC is hereby repealed.
Sec. 16. Section 12.42 of Article 2 of Chapter 1 of the LAMC is hereby repealed.

Sec. 17. Section 12.43 of Article 2 of Chapter 1 of the LAMC is hereby repealed.

Sec. 18. Subsection F. of Section 13.18 (“CUGU” Clean Up Green Up District) of Article 3
of Chapter 1 of the LAMC is hereby amended to read as follows:

F. Development Regulations.
2. Subject Use Adjacent to Publicly Habitable Spaces.

(i) Landscaping (applies to project types: NEW, MAJOR
IMPROVEMENT, ADDITION, CHANGE of USE).

(1) Setbacks. All required side and back yard setbacks in
Section 13.18 F.2.(h) abutting a Publicly Habitable Space
shall be landscaped to provide a buffer.

(2) Planting. A Landscape Practitioner shall select trees or
hedges that are between 6 and 8 feet high, low in water
use, low in biogenic emissions, high in carbon and
particulate matter filtration qualities, and retain foliage for
most months of the year. Trees shall be limited to selections
from the Department of Public Works Bureau of Street
Services, Street Tree Selection Guide, except non-drought
tolerant trees and Palms shall be prohibited. A minimum of
one tree shall be planted and maintained every 10 linear
feet within the setback. A list of preferred trees is also
provided in the CUGU application packet available at the
Planning Department’s Development Services Counter.
Landscape Plans shall be submitted to the Department of
City Planning for approval.

(3) Irrigation. Project applicants shall design and install

irrigation systems pursuant to the Landscape and Site
Design Ordinance, Section 12.40 of this Code.
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Sec. 19. Subsection F. of Section 13.09 (Mixed-Use District) of Article 3 of Chapter 1 of
the LAMC is hereby amended to read as follows:

F. Development Standards. Notwithstanding the requirements of any other provision
of this chapter to the contrary, all Projects shall comply with the following development
standards.

1. Landscaping and Surface Parking Lots. Landscaping of Projects and surface
parking lots shall be provided in accordance with the requirements set forth in
the Landscape and Site Design Ordinance, Sections 12.40 of the Code, and
12.22 A.23.(10)(ii) (mini-shopping centers and commercial corner
developments) of the Code. Projects must also comply with the following
additional requirements:

(a) Open Areas. All open areas not used for buildings, driveways,
parking, recreational facilities, or Pedestrian Amenities shall be
landscaped by shrubs, trees, ground cover, lawns, planter boxes,
flowers, or fountains.

(b) Pavement. Paved areas, excluding parking and driveway areas,
shall consist of enhanced paving materials such as stamped concrete,
permeable paved surfaces, tile, and/or brick pavers.

(c) Street Trees. At least one 24-inch box street tree shall be planted
where determined feasible in the public right-of-way on center, or in a
pattern satisfactory to the Bureau of Street Services, for every 30 feet
of street frontage.

Sec. 20. Subsection A. of Section 14.00 (Public Benefit Projects) of Article 4 of Chapter 1
of the LAMC is hereby amended to read as follows:

A. Public Benefit Projects and Performance Standards.
13. Density Bonus for Qualified Permanent Supportive Housing.

(e) Additional Concessions or Incentives. The project shall be eligible
for any combination of up to five concessions or incentives described
below, as applicable. Incentives shall not be used to exempt
compliance with the performance standards described in Paragraph (g)
below.

(1) Yard/Setback. A Qualified Permanent Supportive Housing
Project may only qualify for this incentive when the landscaping

25



CPC-2022-4856-CA
ENV-2022-4857-ND

DRAFT LANDSCAPE AND SITE DESIGN ORDINANCE
APRIL 2024

project qualifies for the number of landscape points equivalent to
10% or more than otherwise required by Section 12.40 & of this
Code and the Landscape and Site Design Point System. All
adjustments to individual yards or setbacks may be combined to
count as one concession or incentive.

(i) Up to 20% decrease in the required width or depth of any
individual yard or setback, except song a property line that abuts
an R1 or more restrictive zoned property, in which case no
reduction is permitted.

(ii) In residential zones, however, the resulting front yard setback
may not be less than the average of the front yards, as
measured to the main building, of adjoining lots along the same
street Frontage. If located on a corner lot adjacent to a vacant
lot, the front yard setback may sign with the facade of the
adjacent building along the same front lot line, and may result in
more or less than a 20% decrease in the required setback. If
there are no adjacent buildings, no reduction is permitted.

(2) Lot Coverage. Up to 20% increase in lot coverage limits,
provided that the landscaping for the Qualified Permanent
Supportive Housing Project qualifies for the number of landscape
points equivalent to 10% or more than otherwise required by
Section 12.40 of this Code and the Landscape and Site Design
Point System.

(5) Open Space. Up to 20% decrease in the required open space,
provided that the landscaping for the Qualified Permanent
Supportive Housing Project qualifies for the number of landscape
points equivalent to 10% or more than otherwise required by
Section 12.40 of this Code and the Landscape and Site Design
Point System.

Sec. 21. The “Fees for Sign-Off or Clearance Requests” Table in Section 19.04 of Article
2 of Chapter 1 of the LAMC is hereby amended to read as follows:

The following fees and charges shall be paid to the Department of City Planning in
connection with sign-off or clearance requests:
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Type of Application Base Fee

Public Benefit Project Clearance for by-right project $603
(Section 14.00 A.)
Miscellaneous Clearance - ZA $2,347
(Section 12.24 and all other projects)
Miscellaneous Clearance - ZA SF dwellings with no exceptions $842
(Section 12.24 and all other projects)
Request for Approval to erect temporary Subdivision Directional Signs $452
(First Sign)
(Section 12.21 A.7.)
Request for Approval to erect temporary Subdivision Directional Signs $400
(Each Additional Sign)
(Section 12.21 A.7.)
Miscellaneous Clearance - Director $2,132
Miscellaneous Clearance - Commission $2,522
Landscape Plan Approval as part of a Subdivision $1,005
Miscellaneous Clearance - Advisory Agency $713
Miscellaneous Clearance - Approval of plans for Substantial Conformance $2,681
Building Permit Clearance - Minor $313
Administrative Review - Minor $1,408
Administrative Review - Major $4,173
Administrative Review - Landscape and Site Design Approval and $398
Verification (Section 12.40)
Administrative Clearance - Restaurant Beverage Program $2,347
(Sections 12.22 A.34., 12.22 A.35.)
Monitoring - Restaurant Beverage Program $1,878
(Sections 12.22 A.34., 12.22 A.35.)
Inspection and Field Compliance Review - Restaurant Beverage Program $816

(Sections 12.22 A.34., 12.22 A.35.)
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Sec. 22. Section 62.177 Establishment of Tree Replacement and Planting In-Lieu Fee of
Chapter 6 of Article 2 (Streets and Sidewalks) of the LAMC is hereby amended to read as
follows:

(Added by Ord. No. 185,573, Eff. 7/5/18.)

(a) Definitions. The definitions provided in Section 62.00 of this Code along with
the definitions contained in this subsection shall govern the construction, meaning
and application of words and phrases used in this section.

(1) "Board" shall mean the Board of Public Works or its designee.

(2) "Development Tree Planting Requirement" shall mean the tree planting
requirement under Sections 12.21 G.2.(a)(3) and 12.40 of this Code.

Sec. 23. Section 91.7012 Planting and Irrigation of Cut and Fill Slopes in Hillside Areas of
Chapter 9, Division 70: Grading, Excavations, and Fills, of Article 1 of the LAMC is
hereby amended to read as follows:

91.7012.1. General. All fill and cut slopes in designated hillside areas shall be
planted and irrigated to promote the growth of ground cover plants to protect the
slopes against erosion, as required in this section. The owner shall be responsible
for planting and maintaining all slopes where such is required in this Section.

Sec. 24. The City Clerk shall certify to the passage of this ordinance and have it
published in accordance with Council policy, either in a daily newspaper circulated in the
City of Los Angeles or by posting for ten days in three public places in the City of Los
Angeles: one copy on the bulletin board located at the Main Street entrance to the Los
Angeles City Hall; one copy on the bulletin board located at the Main Street entrance to
the Los Angeles City Hall East; and one copy on the bulletin board located at the Temple
Street entrance to the Los Angeles County Hall of Records.

| hereby certify that the foregoing ordinance was introduced at the Council of the City of
Los Angeles, by a majority vote of all its members, at the meeting of

, City Clerk

By

Deputy
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Approved

Mayor

Pursuant to Sec. 559 of the City

| approve this ordinance on
behalf of the City Planning
Commission and recommend
that it not be adopted....

(Month, Year)

Vincent P. Bertoni,

Director of Planning
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